
Village of Winnetka 
 Landmark Preservation Commission Special Meeting 

  
 

June 17, 2024 at 7:00 PM 
Winnetka Village Hall - 510 Green Bay Road 

 

NOTICE 
Public comment is permitted on all agenda items at the meeting.  If you wish to provide testimony or comments 
prior to the meeting, you may provide them one of two ways: (1) by sending an email to planning@winnetka.org; or 
by sending a letter to Community Development, Village of Winnetka, 510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, IL  60093.  All 
agenda materials are available at www.villageofwinnetka.org/agendacenter.  

The Village of Winnetka, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, requests that persons with 
disabilities, who require certain accommodations to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting or have 
questions about the accessibility of the meeting or facilities contact the Village ADA Coordinator at 510 Green Bay 
Road, Winnetka, Illinois 60093, (Telephone (847) 716-3543; T.D.D. (847) 501-6041). 
 
 

AGENDA 
1. Call to Order 
2. Public Comments 
3. Historical Architectural Impact Studies (HAIS) 
  a. Case No. 23-21-LPC – 445 Sheridan Road (Continued from the June 3, 2024 

meeting): Review of the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for the 
single-family residence at 445 Sheridan Road. 

4. Other Business 
  a. July 1, 2024, Meeting - Quorum check  
5. Adjournment 
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MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA 

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE: JUNE 13, 2024

SUBJECT: 445 SHERIDAN ROAD – CONTINUATION OF HISTORICAL AND 
ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT STUDY (CASE NO. 23-21-LPC)

INTRODUCTION
Meeting Date June 17, 2024
Commission Action Determine (1) whether the HAIS is complete; (2) whether 

the proposed demolition will have a significant negative 
architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a 
whole or on the immediate neighborhood; and (3) whether 
demolition should be delayed in order to explore 
alternatives to total demolition.

Historic and Architectural Impact Study 
(HAIS)

Prepared by McGuire Igleski & Associates, Inc. (the 
“Consultant”) and dated June 10, 2024. Consultant’s 
conclusions regarding their evaluation of the structure’s 
historic significance, architectural significance, and 
neighborhood impact as well as their summary opinion can 
be found on pages 23-25 of the HAIS. Two addendums have 
been added in an updated document to provide further 
photographs of the interior and some additional historical 
information on pages 98-122 (See Attachment A).

Preliminary Historical and Architectural 
Review

February 5, 2024, by a vote of 4-0, required submittal of an 
HAIS.

HAIS Review June 3, 2024, HAIS review continued to special meeting, by 
vote of 4-0, for purposes of seeking additional information.  

Property Address 445 Sheridan Road (See Attachment C – Aerial Map)
Property Owner 445 Sheridan, LLC
Application Submitted by Vijay Kotte, on behalf of 445 Sheridan LLC
Public Notice June 3, 2024, meeting was properly noticed in the Chicago 

Tribune on May 20, 2024. Mail notice for June 3, 2024, 
meeting was sent to property owners within 250 feet.  

Public Comments as of Date of Memo Staff received two written comments regarding the 
application. All comments are provided in Attachment G.

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Comments on HAIS

WHS finds the HAIS complete and agrees with the HAIS 
assessment that the house maintains architectural and 
historical significance. (See Attachment B).

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Size 1.88 acres
Location East side of Sheridan Road between Cherry and Ash Streets
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Improvements Single-family residence with detached coach house
Zoning R-2 Single Family Residential 
Surrounding Zoning R-2 Single Family Residential to the northwest and southeast, 

R-4 Single Family Residential to the southwest

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment D, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment E, WHS Research

Constructed 1912 
Additional Construction Activity 1936 - Construct one-and-one-half story alteration to garage 

and servant’s quarters building, 1969 - Construct garage to 
present coach house, 1970 - Construct vestibule for rear entry 
to single-family residence, 2007 - Addition and renovation to 
coach house

Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing Yes (See Attachment D, Preliminary Property History Study)
Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) WHS research indicates that the property has historical and 

architectural significance. See attached report from the WHS 
provided in Attachment E for details.

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
Other Permits for New Primary Structures on 
Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley)

435 Sheridan Road 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity

At the time a building permit or site restoration permit for 445 
Sheridan Road is approved, the Director will determine if a 
delay is necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise 
impacts in the neighborhood.

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted

No plans have been submitted as of the date of this memo.  

DEMOLITION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

The Commission may order the issuance of a demolition delay of a historic or architecturally 
significant structure for up to but not exceeding 270 days from the date the Commission determines 
that an applicant is required to submit an HAIS for the structure the applicant wishes to demolish.

If after reviewing the HAIS the LPC determines the home is significant and a delay should be issued, 
at that time the Commission may issue a demolition delay up to but not exceeding 270 days from 
February 5, 2024.

COMMISSION REVIEW

In making its determination regarding the historical and architectural impact of the subject property, 
the Landmark Preservation Commission shall consider the following:

a. the historic and architectural impact study prepared pursuant to the foregoing Section 
15.52.050;

b. the preliminary property history study prepared pursuant to Section 15.52.040;
c. comments of the Winnetka Historical Society on the application and study; and
d. any other information, comment or evidence received by the Commission at the impact 

determination meeting or at the preliminary review meeting.
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Prior to making a determination, the Commission must first determine if it finds the Historical 
Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) complete. If the LPC determines that the HAIS filed by the 
Applicant is incomplete or otherwise insufficient to enable the LPC to make a determination as to the 
impact of the proposed demolition, the LPC may direct the Applicant to complete, amend or 
supplement the report and may continue the impact determination meeting pending the Applicant’s 
filing of a complete application.

If the Commission does find the HAIS complete, a Commission member may make one of the two 
following motions (a) the Building and/or Property Lacks Sufficient Historic or Architectural 
Significance or (b) Delay of Demolition:

Building and/or Property Lacks Sufficient Historic or Architectural Significance

The Commission finds that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 445 Sheridan Road 
prepared by McGuire Igleski & Associates, Inc. is complete and that the proposed demolition will 
not have a significant negative architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a whole 
or on the immediate neighborhood. Based upon these findings, the demolition may proceed 
without a delay.

Delay of Demolition 

The Commission finds that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 445 Sheridan Road 
prepared by McGuire Igleski & Associates, Inc. is complete and that the building or structure is 
considered to be historically or architecturally significant as it meets one or more of the following 
standards [Commission member should note which of the following standards should be 
included in the motion]:

(1) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design without regard to the time built 
or historic associations;

(2) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design that is not the result of a change 
or a series of changes in the original structure; 

(3) the structure exemplifies an architectural style, construction technique or building type once 
common in the Village;

(4) the structure exhibits an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or construction technique 
that contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as an accent or counterpart; or 

(5) that the property has been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the Village 
Code, has been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey conducted 
under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation, or has been listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places or the Illinois Register of Historic Places  

The Commission finds that the proposed demolition will have a significant negative architectural 
or historical impact on either the Village as a whole or on the immediate neighborhood due to 
the following architecturally or historically significant aspects of the structure:

[Commission member to fill in] 
1. e.g. The structure is a prominent example of an early 20th century Mission Revival home with 

elements of the Arts and Crafts style of architecture. 
2. e.g. The structure has been a prominent home and architectural standout along the frontage 

of Sheridan Road for many years.
3. e.g. The structure was home to prominent Winnetka resident and well-known American 

businessman and author W. Clement Stone.
4. ______________________________________________________________________________
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Preservation alternatives to the demolition of the structure include:

[Commission member to fill in].
1. e.g. Renovation of existing home
2. e.g. Sale of existing home to preservation minded buyer
3. e.g. Preservation of front façade of structure in new single-family home
4. ______________________________________________________________________________

Based upon these findings, the demolition must be delayed for a period of up to 270 days from 
February 5, 2024, in order to explore alternatives to total demolition.  Demolition of the 
structure may not occur prior to November 1, 2024.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment A: Updated HAIS with addendums prepared by McGuire Igleski & Associates, Inc. 
Attachment B: Historical Society HAIS Comments
Attachment C: GIS Aerial Map
Attachment D: Preliminary Property History Study
Attachment E: Historical Society Research
Attachment F: Application Materials
Attachment G: Public Correspondence
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INTRODUCTION 
This Historic Architectural Impact Study (study) was undertaken to document the existing residence at 

445 Sheridan Road in Winnetka, Illinois, commonly known as the W. Clement Stone Residence. The 

report was prepared by McGuire Igleski & Associates, Inc. (MIA) from February to April 2024. 

 

445 Sheridan Road was constructed in 1912 on Blocks 42 and 43 in Peck’s Subdivision in Winnetka. The 

first owner, Lena M. Gilmore, commissioned the residence as a recreational home for herself and her 

daughter, Isabel. When the Gilmores moved onto the 445 Sheridan Road property, a non-extant 

fourteen-room, frame construction residence commonly called the “Maynard Homestead” was present. 

The Gilmore family lived in that house for two years before commissioning the construction of the 

extant residence. The Gilmore family spent the majority of their time in California, and that influence is 

seen in the overall design of 445 Sheridan Road, which features elements of the Mission Revival and 

Craftsman styles. It is an interesting example of the rising popularity of California styles in the Midwest.  

 

For preparation of the study, MIA completed a site visit and reviewed existing documentation. During 

the site visit, existing conditions were observed to identify historic materials, features, and alterations. 

The building exterior was observed from grade, and the interior was observed access provided by the 

owner’s representative, Michael Hershenson Architects. A visual survey of the surrounding community 

was completed to understand the contribution of 445 Sheridan Road to the neighborhood character and 

context. MIA performed research to locate additional sources of information. Archival research included 

a review of records maintained by the Winnetka Historical Society, Cook County Recorders of Deeds, 

Chicago History Museum, Village of Winnetka, the Pasadena Historical Society, Census Records, U.S. City 

Directories, The Albert Pick Papers at the Chicago Public Library, W. Clement and Jessie V. Stone 

Foundation archives, Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, the Michigan Society of Architects papers 

collections, and Newspaper articles in California and Chicago.  

 

The study documents the known history of the property and owners, neighborhood context, 

biographical data for the architects, and physical description. As part of the study, an evaluation of the 

property’s historical and architectural integrity was completed, as well as an evaluation of the impact 

the demolition of the property would have on neighborhood character. The property is not currently 

listed on the National Register nor designated as a Village of Winnetka landmark. The evaluation 

followed the National Register “Criteria for Evaluation” established by the U.S. Department of the 

Interior, National Park Service, and by the “Evaluation of landmarks” established in Title 15, Chapter 

15.64, Section 15.64.030 of the Winnetka Village Code (1999).   

 

The evaluation determined that the property retains sufficient integrity and is historically and 

architecturally significant to the Village of Winnetka. It is the former residence of renowned 

businesspeople Albert Pick II and W. Clement Stone. It is also a pioneering architectural form for the 

Midwest as it is an early example of Californian traditional and early modern styles in Chicago. Also, 

within the residence are two rare works of art which are historic. These include the Batchelder tile floor 

and Oscar Bach-designed wrought iron doors. This study further evaluates and defines the significance 

of 445 Sheridan Road in the section “Designation Status of 445 Sheridan Road.” 
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OWNERSHIP HISTORY OF THE 445 SHERIDAN ROAD PARCEL 
INDEX OF OWNERS 

*Owners with biographies as provided below. 

 

OWNER 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 
SOURCES SIGNIFICANCE 

E. Percy, 
Alfred C., 
and Guy F. 
Maynard 

Unknown-1912 
(owners of the 
pre-1912 
residence) 

Nov. 1910 Chicago Tribune 
article (announcement of 
the sale of the property) 

Co-owners of the parcel and “Maynard Homestead” (a fourteen-
room frame building).  

Lena 
Morse 
Gilmore* 

1912-1919 Nov. 1910 and May 1915 
Chicago Tribune articles; 
Jan. 1912 The Messenger 
article; 1912 U.S. City 
Directory 

Mrs. Gilmore purchased the property at 445 Sheridan and built the 
extant residence. She was a savvy real estate investor and 
contributor to the arts in the Chicago area. She was formerly 
married to Judge Van H. Higgins and later to Dr. Arnold Plumer 
Gilmore.  

Albert and 
Gertrude 
Pick* 

1919-1931 1920, 1930 US Census; 
Nov. 1919, Nov. 1921, 
March 1923, & Dec. 1927 
Chicago Tribune articles 

A noted businessperson, he continued his father’s successful 
crockery and glassware business and turned it into a multi-million-
dollar hotel supply and management company, Pick Hotels 
Corporation. 

James 
Gellatly 
and Emily 
McMillan* 

1931-1964 April 1931, Feb. 1935, Oct. 
1939 Chicago Tribune 
articles; 1933 U.S. City 
Directory; 1937 U.S. 
Naturalization Records; 
1940, 1950 US Census; May 
1964 Obituary 

James was the president of the Wander Company from the 1930s to 
the 1950s. During that time, Ovaltine came on the market and 
became a pantry staple. Their ad campaigns in the Little Orphan 
Annie comics and radio show made the company a multi-billion-
dollar enterprise.  
 
Emily was the co-founder and President of the Illinois Opera Guild, 
the president of the Great Lakes Hospital Music League, and on the 
board of Passavant Hospital. She received a Navy citation during 
WWII for her contributions to the War Effort.  

William 
Clement 
and Jessie 
Verna 
Stone* 

1966-2004 Jan. & Aug. 1967, Sep. 
1975, Chicago Tribune 
articles; Jun. 1973 
Committee for the 
Preservation of the White 
House minutes; 1987 U.S. 
Public Records Address 
Card; Sep. 2004 Obituary 

W. Clement Stone founded the Combined Insurance Company when 
he was 16 years old with a $100 investment. The company became 
a multi-billion-dollar corporation, and Stone was the third richest 
man in Chicago as a result. He credits his achievements to his 
philosophy of P.M.A., or Positive Mental Attitude. He authored 
three books on the subject.  

He and Jessie donated millions of dollars to various charities, 
including the Interlochen Arts Academy and the Boys and Girls Club 
of Uptown. He was a close friend of Richard Nixon’s and donated 
between $4-7 million to his campaigns. 

Randolph 
Abrahams 
and Sherry 
Carufel 

2006-2023 March 2006, Sep. 2009, 
Dec. 2018 Cook County 
Mortgage applications; 
Sep. 2023 Warranty Deed 
Illinois Statutory 

Randy formerly worked for Bridge Financial Group LLC, ExWorks, 
and World Trade Finance. He is a manager of the ACAP Fund and 
CFO of RedRidge Finance Group. He served on the board of the 
Children’s Memorial Foundation. 
 
Sherry studied Financial Administration at the University of 
Michigan (1988). She is a member of the Service Club of Chicago 
and The Over the Rainbow Association.  
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OWNER BIOGRAPHIES 

 

LENA (LEONORA) GILMORE nee. MORSE (1858-1947)  

Lena M. Gilmore commissioned and was the first owner of the existing residence at 445 Sheridan Road. 

She was born on August 28, 1858, in Tehama County, California, to her English-born mother, Sarah 

Apsey, and her Illinois-born father, Amos Clark Morse. During her life, she made a mark on the 

architectural history of Chicago through her real estate investments, gaining notoriety for her patronage 

of high-end Chicago hotels.  

 

In 1883, Lena married the honorable Judge Van Hollis Higgins, who was her late aunt’s husband. When 

her aunt died, Higgins was 60 years old and experiencing health problems. Lena was sent to care for him 

after her aunt’s death, and they decided to marry later that year. Higgins was a notable lawyer in both 

Chicago and California. As a young Chicago lawyer, he became close, personal friends with Abraham 

Lincoln. During the Civil War, Higgins donated to the aid of the Union Army. He eventually served in the 

State Legislature of Illinois (among other ventures). During his busy years in the legislature, Lena spent 

much of her time in California with her sisters.  

 

While married to Judge Higgins, Lena became interested in real estate, buying and selling sites in what is 

now Chicago’s Loop. Her investments included The Adams Express Building (183-189 Dearborn Street), 

The Columbus Memorial Building (State and Washington Streets), and the Hooley Theater (124 W. 

Randolph Street). Judge Higgins died in April 1893 and left his real and personal property to Lena, along 

with $200,000, which was promised in a prenuptial agreement. In his will, he also made financial 

arrangements for the care of Lena’s sisters.  

 

Five years later, Lena married Dr. Arnold Plumer Gilmore, a wealthy widower connected to the Pullman 

family via his previous marriage. The two lived at 4948 S. Woodlawn Avenue in Chicago with Lena’s 

sisters and father, three relatives of Dr. Plumer, six servants, and two nurses, according to the 1900 

Census Record. A niece of Plumer, Isabel Gilmore, was adopted by the couple. Isabel and Lena would be 

inseparable for the length of Lena’s life. During this time, Lena continued her investments and 

developed an expansive real estate portfolio. Dr. Gilmore suddenly passed away in 1906 at the age of 

55. His will simply stated that all of his property, real and personal, be bequeathed to his wife, Lena.  

 

Following the death of Dr. Gilmore, Lena bought the property at 445 Sheridan Road in the Village of 

Winnetka in 1910, known at the time as the “Maynard Homestead.” She purchased it from the Maynard 

family, consisting of three brothers, E. Percy, Alfred, and Guy. A Chicago Tribune article from November 

23, 1910, describes the property as “beautifully wooded” and the existing home to be of frame 

construction with fourteen rooms. She purchased the property for $40,000. Two years later, she had the 

Maynard residence demolished and replaced with the extant residence and garage.  

 

After the construction of her home in Winnetka, most published references to Lena focused on the 

parties she hosted and attended. She and Isabel were well-known socialites in Chicago, Oakland, San 

Francisco, Los Angeles, and Santa Barbara. She was also well-engrained in Winnetka society and served 

as a member of the Winnetka Women’s Club, founded a few years early in 1906.   
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Between 1917 and 1919, Lena moved to her home state of California and sold the 445 Sheridan Road 

property. Isabel married in 1921 to Frederick Van Sicklin Jr., who died soon after. In 1924, she married 

the heir of the Standard Oil fortune, Lawrence Kendall Requa. When Lena entered her final years, 

Lawerence took care of her estate and financial affairs. Lena Gilmore died on September 20, 1947, at 89. 

She was interred in the mausoleum at the Santa Barbara, California cemetery.   

 

 

ALBERT II (1869-1955) AND GERTRUDE nee. FRANK (1869-1945) PICK 

Successful Chicago entrepreneur and hotel magnate Albert Pick II, his wife Gertrude, and three of their 

four children lived at 445 Sheridan Road between 1919 and 1931. Albert II was born in the city on May 

17, 1869, to Charles Pick and Jeannette Chladek. He was the heir to A. Pick & Co., a glassware and 

crockery distributor. During Alfred’s tenure, the company grew to become the largest hotel supply 

house in the country. He used this success to start Pick Hotels Corporation, a hotel chain of twenty-five 

high-end hotels. 

 

The founders of the family business were Albert’s father, Charles Pick (1845-1927), and his uncle Albert I 

(1826-1908). The brothers were born in Carlsbad, Austria, and immigrated to the United States in the 

1850s. Soon after, in 1857, the brothers began A. Pick & Co. The business sold Bohemian glassware and 

household crockery from a warehouse located on E. Randolph Street. The Great Chicago Fire of 1871 

destroyed the warehouse, and the business went bankrupt in 1874. During this transition, Charles 

purchased the company outright, and it became Chas. Pick & Co. Charles focused on acquiring contracts 

that required more technical glassware, such as asylums and hospitals.  

 

During the post-fire rebuilding period, Albert II was sent to the Notre Dame University Minim program. 

This defunct program was a grammar school that accepted students aged 12 and younger who would, in 

theory, attend Notre Dame until graduation at the age of 22. Albert II arrived at the age of 12, but he 

was sent home to help his father with the company only three years later, in 1884. Under his father’s 

guidance, Albert II purchased the family business in 1894.  

 

Later that same year, he married his life-long partner, Gertrude Frank. She was the daughter of Isac and 

Pauline Frank, both recent Prussian immigrants. The couple was married by the radical Jewish Rabbi Dr. 

Emil G. Hirsch at the Chicago Sinai Temple. They had four children: Isidor (Albert III), Lawrence, Dorothy, 

and Pauline. 

 

Albert II grew the glassware and crockery business significantly. His focus was the hotel market, 

supplying silverware, flatware, crockery, and cooking implements to high-end hotels worldwide. His 

company grew to a multi-million-dollar valuation during this time. With this success, Albert II became 

interested in buying and selling real estate. It was during this period that he and Gertrude purchased 

445 Sheridan Road, Winnetka, from Lena M. Gilmore for $100,000.  

 

The Pick family lived at 445 Sheridan Road between 1919 and 1931. They split their time between the 

Winnetka property and a home in Miami Beach, Florida. During this time, Albert II sold his hotel supplies 
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company and began a new venture, a hotel chain called Pick Hotels Corporation. By August 1931, the 

Pick Hotels Corporation comprised sixteen hotels in eleven cities. The local hotels included The Ritz, 

Berkshire, and Grasmere hotels in Chicago, as well as the Georgian Hotel in Evanston.  

 

Other events during the Pick family residency at 445 Sheridan Road comprised charitable events and 

funeral services (or sitting shiva) for family members. In November 1921, Gertrude hosted a musical in 

the home to benefit the Dorcas Orphan’s Home of Evanston. The funerals of Lawrence Pick (son of 

Gertrude and Albert II) (d. 1923) and family patriarch Charles Pick (d. 1927) were also held in the home.  

 

The family sold the home in 1931 as a direct result of the Great Depression's impact on the hotel 

industry. By 1933, Pick Hotels Corporation went bankrupt, listing liabilities at five million dollars and 

indicating that 300 creditors were owed $750,000. The home was sold to James G. McMillan on April 17, 

1931. The purchase price was not reported, but the residence was listed for $250,000 by the Liberty 

Trust and Savings Bank.  

 

The large jump in price, even during a depression, may indicate that the Pick family added value to the 

home via additions. However, no alteration or building permits were found from their occupation of the 

residence. However, research suggests that the Pick family renovated the entrance hall on the first floor. 

These renovations include the addition of the elevator, the ornate metal doors, and the handmade tile 

floor. 

 

The Elevator Company of America manufactured the elevator at 445 Sheridan Road. The elevator car 

door sill is stamped with the name of the company. The son-in-law of Gertrude and Albert II was the 

Vice President of the Elevator Company of America, Archibald Lynne. Archibald and his wife Pauline, 

daughter of Albert and Gertrude, lived with the Pick family at 445 Sheridan Road during the 1920 

census. He began working at the elevator company in 1924, and by 1927, he and Pauline were separated 

and later divorced. If he impacted the installation of the elevator, it would have been between 1924 and 

1927. This would make the elevator at 445 Sheridan Road one of the earliest known residential 

elevators. Only grand estates, such as The Biltmore Mansion in North Carolina, had automated 

residential elevators in the 1920s. 

 

The ornate metal doors found throughout the first floor entrance hall, foyer, and exteriors are the works 

of noted metallurgist and metal artist Oscar Bruno Bach. An advertisement for Bach’s works in Arts & 
Decoration magazine in 1924 shows the interior and exterior doors located at 445 Sheridan Road with 

the captions, “Wrought Iron and Bronze Entrance Door, Residence Albert Pick, Esq., Winnetka, Ill.,” and 

“Wrought Iron Door with Bronze Figures Residence Albert Pick, Esq., Winnetka, Ill..” The doors were 

installed at 445 Sheridan Road in 1919, according to Chronology of Oscar Bruno Bach’s Career (2000) by 

Heidi Nasstrom-Evans. More on the works of Oscar Bach can be found in the “Architects and Designers” 

section of this report.  

 

The tile floor in the entrance hall is a pristine example of Batchelder Tile Company tiles. Batchelder was 

a Pasadena, California-based tile company with a satellite office at 540 N. Michigan Avenue in Chicago. 
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The company specializes in handmade tile. It is known for its soft but vibrant colors and matte sheen. 

The Pasadena Museum of History keeps a registry of Batchelder tiles, and according to Project Archivist 

Iris Shih, the tiles at 445 Sheridan Road were installed between 1926 and 1927. The specific tile designs 

in the home were also found in Batchelder catalogs from this period. This would make the tiles 

concurrent with the installation of the elevator during the Pick residency at 445 Sheridan Road.  

 

Albert II and Gertrude Pick spent their final years in Miami Beach. They donated large amounts of 

money to the University of Miami's medicine and music departments. For these philanthropic 

donations, Albert II was awarded an honorary doctorate from the University. Gertrude passed away in 

1945 at the age of 76, and Albert II passed away in 1955 at the age of 86. Many members of the Pick 

family are buried in a family mausoleum at the Rosehill Cemetery in Chicago. A stained-glass window in 

the crypt features a beach scene with a palm tree.  

 

 

JAMES GELLATLY (1881-1964) AND EMILY VIRGINIA nee. BRADY (1891-1959) MCMILLAN 

Scottish immigrant James Gellatly McMillan and his wife Emily V. McMillan lived at 445 Sheridan Road, 

Winnetka, between 1931 and 1964. James is the former President of the Wander Company, which 

invented and distributed the health drink Ovaltine. Emily McMillan was a respected child psychologist 

who served on the Boards of Directors for the Passavant Hospital and the Chicago Maternity Center. 

Later in life, she made a permanent mark on the arts of Chicago as the first president and co-founder of 

the Illinois Opera Guild, the president of the Great Lakes Hospital Music League, and as a member of the 

Board of Directors of the Chicago Drama League.  

 

Emily Virginia Brady was born in Toledo, Ohio, on August 24, 1891. Her parents, John Quirk, and Emiline 

(Ronan Murphay) Brady were Irish immigrants. Her father was in the clothing manufacturing business. 

She was educated at the Lucy Wheelock College of Education and Human Development at Boston 

University. This college was a revolutionary program founded in 1888 by Lucy Wheelock, who believed 

that the German concept of kindergarten could better the country, especially immigrant families. Emily 

later attended the Neff College of Oratory in Philadelphia. Little is known about Emily’s early life, but the 

1910 and 1920 censuses reveal that between the ages of 19 and 29, she was a schoolteacher and that 

she was unmarried. During her career, she established behavior clinics for children and authored 

academic articles about child psychology. Research did not reveal how she and James met, but they 

married on March 26, 1923. 

 

James Gellatly McMillan was born in Broughty Ferry, Scotland, on July 10, 1881. His last foreign place of 

residence was London, England, where he was employed as a chemist and pharmacist. In 1919, he 

immigrated to the United States from Liverpool on the U.S.S. Cretic. He arrived at Ellis Island in 

September of that year. Upon arrival, he was 38 years old, single, and intending to settle in Chicago. Five 

months later, in the 1920 Census, he was listed as a lodger in a German family’s household in Chicago’s 

Edgewater Community Area. At the time, he was employed as a manager in the manufacturing/chemical 

industry. By 1927, he had been hired by the Wander Company and was serving as company president.  
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The Wander Company is a Swiss company founded by Chemist Dr. Georg Wander. He invented malt 

extract and used it to create products that treated malnutrition. In 1904, the company invented 

Ovaltine, a powdered drink mix consisting of egg, malt extract, and other nutrients. After Ovaltine was 

put on the market, the company expanded significantly. The first United States branch of the company 

opened in 1917 in Villa Park, Illinois.  

 

Under James’ direction, Ovaltine became a household name and pantry staple. The company sponsored 

the 1932 Los Angeles Summer Olympics and continues to do so. Famously, the company was a sponsor 

of the Little Orphan Annie comic strip beginning in 1928-1929. The comic was redesigned in 1930 to 

become a radio show, with Ovaltine as the main sponsor. A critical aspect of the show was for children 

to use Ovaltine packaging and products to decode secret messages from Annie. The Annie campaigns 

catapulted Ovaltine sales, and James’ salary reached its greatest cash amount in 1936, during the height 

of the Great Depression. His salary was listed in the Chicago Tribune as $165,035 (approximately  

$3,717,368 in February 2024 dollars). Within sixteen years, James went from being an immigrant lodger 

to becoming one of the wealthiest self-made men in Chicago.  

 

The McMillans purchased 445 Sheridan Road in 1931 for $250,000. This was a large step for the couple, 

who reported in the 1930 Census that their former home value was $41,000. The McMillans would live 

in the residence for the next three decades until their passing.  

 

Only one building permit was found during the McMillan residency at 445 Sheridan Road. A permit was 

requested to alter the extant garage and servants’ quarters building. When 445 Sheridan Road was sold 

to the McMillans, this building was noted as a “three-car garage with a five-room apartment on the 

second floor.” The project architect was Ames Ross & Karl Rabig, and the builder was J.T. Schless 

Construction Co. The details of those renovations are not available in the permit record; however, it is 

likely that they were due to changes in automobile design between the construction of the building in 

1912 and the time of the alterations in 1936.  

 

While living at 445 Sheridan Road, the McMillans hosted many large, prestigious events. This was due in 

large part to Emily co-organizing the Illinois Opera Guild and becoming its first president. The 

organization was founded by several well-known Chicago women, including Edna Kellogg, a Soprano 

singer of the Metropolitan Opera Company (as well as the daughter-in-law of the founder of Kellogg 

Cereal) and Ellen Waller Borden Carpenter, the wife of composer John Alden Carpenter. These women 

provided free Opera tickets to music students, the blind, and service members by hosting large charity 

events. The events grew throughout the 1930s, hosting “Hollywood” celebrities, English nobility, and 

world-renowned Operatic talent. Some of these events were held at 445 Sheridan Road, including a 

large-scale war effort charity event in the garden. The event, a picnic for young Junior Opera League 

ladies and young Midshipmen from Northwestern University, benefitted the Great Lakes Navy Hospital 

Music League. The Navy awarded Emily a citation of honor in 1947 for her assistance with the war 

effort. 

 

Page 14 of 225



   

 

 

445 Sher idan Road,  Winnetka  8  McGuire  Ig lesk i  & Assoc iates ,  Inc .  
Histor ic  Archi tectura l  Impact  Study June 2024  

Emily passed away on July 23, 1947, due to a “long illness,” which was first reported in 1942. After her 

passing, James became active in various organizations, including the St. Andrews Society, a Scottish 

heritage group. In April 1964, he donated a hospital wing to the Scottish Home, a caregiving facility for 

Scottish elderly and infirm. The next month, in May 1964, James passed away in his 445 Sheridan Road 

home. The McMillans did not have family members to maintain the home after their death, and because 

of this, the home sat vacant for two years before being purchased by W. Clement Stone in 1966. 

 

 

WILLIAM CLEMENT (1902-2002) AND JESSIE VERNA nee. TARSON (1903-2004) STONE 

The most famous residents of 445 Sheridan Road were W. Clement Stone, an eccentric, self-made 

insurance mogul best known for his philanthropic ventures, and his wife, Jessie V. Stone. The couple 

used 445 Sheridan Road as a recreational residence and lived there part-time between 1966 and 2004. 

Stone was an author, financial philosopher, political backer, and the President of the Boys Club of 

Chicago. Not only was he noted for his business enterprises and acts of service, but he was also an 

illustrious American personality. Sporting a signature pencil mustache and an overall jovial charisma, he 

was often a speaker on radio and television programs and became well-known across the country.  

 

William Clement Stone was born in Chicago on May 4, 1902, to his mother, Anna Margaret Gunn, and 

father, Lewis Stein1. Primary sources regarding his early childhood are lacking. However, obituaries state 

that Lewis died when Clement was three years old, leaving overwhelming gambling debts to be paid by 

Anna and young Clement. This led to young Clement opening a newspaper stand before he started high 

school. Through that experience, he developed a talent for sales. In one story, Clement says that as a 

child, he would trade one cigar for three cigarettes and sell each cigarette for more than a single cigar to 

turn a profit. According to Stone, he grew up in a “pretty tough neighborhood” on Chicago’s South Side. 

However, he attended Nicholas Senn High School in Edgewater, regarded as “the largest and finest 

school in Chicago” after its construction in 1912. Stone attended for a year or two and then dropped out 

to move to Detroit with his mother.  

 

Jessie Verna Tarczon was born on October 30, 1903, in Chicago. Her parents were Adam Tarczon, a 

Polish immigrant, and Martha Weiner, an Illinois-born daughter of German-born parents. Jessie and her 

siblings were raised by their mother after their parents divorced, sometime between 1910 and 1917. 

Jessie also attended Nicholas Senn High School, where she met Clement, and they became a couple. 

When Clement dropped out and moved to Detroit, he promised to marry Jessie. The couple married in 

1923 when Jessie was 19 and Clement was 21.  

 

Between 1925 and 1960, the couple had three children and lived at 2772 Garrison Avenue in Evanston, 

Illinois. During that period, Clement established the Combined Insurance Company of America, which 

 
1 Only one record regarding the father of W. Clement Stone was found. In the record, his father has the surname 
“Stein.” This may indicate a typo or the possibility that the Steins changed their name to Stone. In German, the 

name “Stein” means stone or rock. 
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offered small policies on health, life, and mortgages. The company did very well in the 1930s and 1940s, 

and by 1949, the company merged with Cica Insurance Company. To buy the company, Clement took 

out a loan of 1.6 million dollars and promised to repay it within three months. Once the company was 

his, he sold all its liquid assets, bonds, and high-grade securities. From those sales, he earned 1.1 million 

dollars. He then went to a second bank for a half-million-dollar loan and used that loan money 

combined with the 1.1 million to pay the first bank. From this experience, he developed his love of the 

philosophy “O.P.M” or “Other People’s Money,” from which you use the money of others to get rich 

yourself. 

 

Another philosophy of his was “P.M.A.,” “Positive Mental Attitude,” which he dedicated his life to 

sharing. His belief was that with a positive attitude, success is unlimited. Clement was known for 

applying P.M.A. to more than just finances and encouraged those around him to start each day with the 

mantra, “I feel happy, I feel healthy, I feel terrific!” Stone used P.M.A. during the 1960s to begin his 

philanthropic donations to the Uptown neighborhood of Chicago, which was experiencing changes in its 

local economy, population, and housing stock due to absentee landlords who neglected their properties, 

“white flight” as the middle class relocated to the suburbs to avoid racial diversity in the community, 

urban renewal projects like Harry S. Truman College, which demolished a substantial portion of the 

communities low-income housing stock, and a lack of social services for arriving migrants from 

Appalachia and mental health patients placed in the community by the State of Illinois. Clement’s 

philanthropic work in the community included the construction of the Pedersen-McCormick Boys Club 

near Gunnison Street and Sheridan Road. Much of his time and money went toward the Boys Club, now 

the Boys and Girls Club of Chicago. He was the president of the organization and gave seminars on 

P.M.A. at the club as often as he could. It was through this connection to the Boys Club that he met and 

befriended Richard Nixon—then the former Vice President of the United States. 

 

During the 1950s and 1960s, the Stones split their time between their Lake Forest estate: Innisfail II 
(architect David Adler, 1928), 2772 Garrison Avenue in Evanston, 8 Milburn Park in Evanston, as well as a 

255-acre country estate, Hidden Brook, in Barrington. In 1968, he hosted Richard Nixon and 400 youths 

at Hidden Brook. It was also during this period that the Stones purchased 445 Sheridan Road.  

 

The Winnetka property was vacant for almost two years before the Stones purchased it in the spring of 

1966. According to political friend Dave Brown, the Stones renovated the property for a few years 

before moving in. This was partially because “…instead of having wallpaper, he had an artist paint the 

walls.” In August 1967, the couple hosted an outdoor party there due to considerable remodeling of the 

interior. It is not until July 1971 that Clement is referred to as “W. Clement Stone of Winnetka” in 

newspapers.  

 

Two permits from the renovation period were found. They include alterations to the garage in May 1969 

and the addition of a vestibule at the north facade of the octagonal tower in December 1970. For both 

alterations, the Stones hired Roy B. Blass, the co-designer of Lustron Home kits in the 1930s. In the late 

1960s, Blass was mostly working on interior architecture projects in North Shore communities. One 

project was a “modernization” of the interior of a Victorian mansion in Lake Forest for sculpture artist 
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Zelda Wolock Werner. The Werner project involved a total redesign of the interior, which did not follow 

a particular style but, rather, highlighted various objects and crafting techniques. This included hand-

painted walls, handmade brick walls, salvaged windows, a bleached walnut French commode, and 

vignettes of tiling throughout. Due to the similarity of philosophies behind the Werner Victorian 

redesign and the Stone residence redesign, Blass is believed to have been the architect of the full 

interior remodel of 445 Sheridan Road.  

 

The interior renovations included the conversion of the six bedrooms on the second floor into three, 

converting the first floor of the octagonal tower into an office, and a full demolition of the kitchen. 

Other known Stone renovations and additions include the stone pillars flanking the vehicular entrance 

gates and the lakeside terrace railing, which have the Stone monogram inscribed. The alterations during 

this renovation include the mural, ceiling, and faux paintings throughout the residence. These include 

the faux curtain mural in the first floor powder room, the cloud ceiling painting in the living room, the 

Provençal wall texture with shells and vines in the entry foyer, and the intricate ceiling painting 

accentuated with mosaic embellishments of colored glass and mirrored tiles in the basement 

“speakeasy.” The “speakeasy” features a unique undulating ceiling with swirling figure paintings. More 

information regarding these renovations can be found in the “Interior Description” Section. 

 

The 1960s and 1970s were the peak of Clement's notoriety. He became one of Chicago's three richest 

men and the largest financial backer for Richard Nixon’s campaigns. Reports vary, but donations totaled 

between 4 and 7.8 million dollars. These donations caused a congressional hearing regarding political 

campaign funding. Always utilizing his P.M.A. mindset, Clement thought of the hearing—and the later 

Watergate scandal—as positive because they could lead to harsher punishment for politicians in the 

future. 

 

During that busy period, the Stones used 445 Sheridan Road as a recreational residence and the primary 

office for Clement. Reports state that the couple held parties in the third floor ballroom, bridge games 

under the living room cloud ceiling, and parties for famous politicians in the basement “speakeasy.” 

Neighbors have reported that the parties hosted by the Stones at 445 Sheridan Road were “raucous.” 

 

During the 1980s and the early 2000s, the Stones lived full-time at 445 Sheridan Road. In 1989, they 

completed a major renovation of the garage, costing $150,000. The work was designed by Konstant 

Architecture. Also, during this period, 445 Sheridan Road experienced a fire concentrated in Clement’s 

office on the first floor of the octagonal tower. The most precious artwork in the house was in the 

adjacent living room, and the most damage came occurred to the paintings and the built-in office 

furniture. The firefighters had a challenging time entering the building because the windows contained 

three-inch-thick shatter-proof glass. 

 

The Stones passed away on the same day, two years apart: Clement in 2002 and Jessie in 2004. Both 

lived to be 100 years old. The Stones are buried in the Lake Forest Cemetery in Lake Forest, Illinois. 445 

Sheridan Road was listed on the real estate market between 2004 and 2006 for $12 million and was 

eventually purchased by Randolph and Sherry Abrahams.  
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SITE + ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 
 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
Parcel 1: That part of Block 43 in Peck’s Subdivision known as the Village of Winnetka, extending from 

the Center Line of Sheridan Road (formerly Lake Avenue) to Lake Michigan and lying Northwesterly from 

the Southeasterly line extended of what was formerly Lots 1 and 8 in Grave’s Subdivision of Said Block 

43; in Cook County, Illinois. 

 

Parcel 2: That portion of Block 42 in said Peck’s Subdivision, lying within a strip of Land, 2 feet wide, 

North of and adjoining the center line of that part of Cherry Street (now in part vacated) which lies 

North of and adjoining the Block 43, in the Village of Winnetka, said Peck’s Subdivision being a 

Subdivision of the Northeast ¼ of Section 20 and the North Fractional half of Section 21, Township 42 

North, Range 13 East of the Third Principal Meridian, (excepting that part of Cherry Street as excepted in 

vacation ordinance by Village of Winnetka on April 8, 1882, also excepting Sheridan Road) in the Village 

of Winnetka, in Cook County, Illinois.  

 
PERMANENT REAL ESTATE INDEX NUMBERS 
 

AREA NUMBER SUBAREA NUMBER PARCEL BLOCK NO. PARCEL NUMBER 

05 

05 

21 

21 

202 

200 

001 

006 

 
 
CONSTRUCTION DATE 
 

§ 1912 – Residence  

§ 1912 – Original Coach House Structure 

§ 1969 – Garage Addition to the Coach House 

§ 1989 –Pool house Addition to the Coach house/Garage, Large Interior Renovation 

 
PERMIT INDEX 
 

DATE TYPE OWNER ARCHITECT 

9-8-1936 Alteration of Garage and Servants' 

Quarters 

James G. & Emily V. McMillan Ames Ross & Karl Rabig 

6-23-1969 Construct garage addition to the coach 

house 

W. Clement & Jessie V. Stone Roy B. Blass 

12-7-1970 Construct vestibule for rear entry to 

single-family residence 

W. Clement & Jessie V. Stone Roy B. Blass 

2-28-2007 Addition and renovation to coach 

house 

Randy & Sherry Abrahams Konstant Architecture 
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 
 
SITE 
445 Sheridan Road is located within the Village of Winnetka. It is situated on a northwest-southeast axis, 

with the front facade facing southwest toward Sheridan Road. The northeast elevation faces Lake 

Michigan and a private beach. To the north is a public access point for Cherry Street Beach, which is 

entered via a narrow, paved path located between 445 and 453 Sheridan Road. The path terminates at a 

set of wooden stairs that provides access to the public beach. The house is bounded on the south by a 

neighboring residential lot. The property is composed of two parcels. It has 177 feet of frontage on the 

east side of Sheridan Road and a depth of 415 feet to the water’s edge of Lake Michigan. The residence 

is set back 253 feet from Sheridan Road. 

 

The original landscape design of 445 Sheridan Road is predominantly unknown. Based on a 1925 aerial 

photograph of Winnetka, the main landscape feature that is visible is a single driveway that leads from 

Sheridan Road to a circular drive centered in front of the house. In 1926, the landscape was redesigned 

by famed landscape architect Jens Jensen. His philosophy followed the Prairie style design aesthetic of 

landscape architecture, which emphasized natural elements and native plant species. His work included 

winding paths, water features, and natural landscapes. From aerial photos taken in 1938 and 1951, the 

landscaping of 445 Sheridan Road appears natural and wooded, reflective of Jensen’s design approach. 

The Jensen-designed landscaping was altered between 2007 and 2009 to construct the existing pool 

flanked by an allée of evergreens located at the center of the front yard of the residence. 

 

The overall design of the existing landscaping is restrained and displays three priorities: to border the 

property and provide privacy, to create a strong focalisation of the residence, and to allow for a wide 

view of and access to the beach. These goals are accomplished by utilizing the fundamental landscape 

design principles of line, rhythm, and simplicity in both the soft and hardscaping. 

 

The hardscape of the property is composed of fencing, a vehicular driveway, a pool and water feature, a 

stone terrace, stairs, and lamp posts. Along Sheridan Road, the site is defined by an ornate wrought iron 

fence. Near the north and south ends of the site, the fence terminates at a pair of stone pillars that flank 

a gated entrance. Each entrance features a decorative wrought iron gate embellished with intricate 

scrollwork. The gated entrances lead to a U-shaped asphalt vehicular driveway. The driveway location 

and shape are original. However, the north arm of the asphalt drive has been widened, and it fills a large 

portion of the north side of the front yard. Centered within the front yard is a large pool. At the eastern 

end of the pool is a round, partially in-ground water feature. 

 

The rear (lakeside) of the property is accessed on either side of the property. One access point is along 

an unpaved path along the south side of the residence. A second access point is a concrete walkway on 

the north side of the residence. As the path crosses the north elevation of the residence, it widens and is 

covered with slate pavers. This leads to a terrace that extends from the first floor down to grade. The 

terrace has three sections, including an upper patio accessed by a curving split limestone staircase 

leading down to a lawn and a slate patio.  The limestone of the staircase is rough-faced and laid in a 

random ashlar pattern.  The upper patio is clad with red flagstone pavers cut in varying sizes and shapes.  

At the bluff, the terrace is surrounded by an ornate railing with scrolling vine patterns. Lamp posts with 

animal figures are built into the railing. This surrounds the lower patio, which is covered with grey slate 
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pavers. Below the terraced section is a beach embankment. Wooden stairs lead to the beachfront 

through this embankment.  

 
The softscape utilizes squared and rounded hedges, lines of conifer trees, groundcover vines, and 

expansive lawns. Flowering plants are not typically seen, and most plantings are monotonous in color. 

Groupings of trees along the fenced borders of the property create privacy screens and provide noise 

abatement. These screens are composed of young conifer trees. A dominant feature of the front yard is 

an enclosure created by an allée of evergreens that flank the pool in the center of the yard. This feature 

draws the eye directly to the residence. The plantings around the residence are composed of foundation 

plantings with symmetrical balance. Tiers of hedges are created with two levels of low, square shrubs 

backed by much taller, finely textured hedges. Rounded hedges with medium texture are placed at focal 

points of the residence. Other plantings include what may be the remnants of the Jensen design, such as 

a few older conifer trees located near the southwest corner of the property, as well as dense, vining 

plants on the beach embankment. 

 
 
EXTERIOR 
445 Sheridan Road has a predominantly rectilinear plan with deviations at the north and southeast. The 

residence consists of a three-story central block with a lowercase “t” shaped plan. Deviations from the 

main footprint include the two-story kitchen wing to the north and a two-story octagonal tower at the 

southeast corner of the residence. 

 

The white stucco building is crowned with a low-pitched hipped roof that creates a juxtaposition against 

the signature red clay tile of the Mission Revival style. Dormer windows with hipped roofs are present 

on every roof slope except the east face of the main roof. The roof has a wide, overhanging boxed eave. 

The roof also features four Mission Revival-style chimneys with tall, narrow shafts and wide, low-pitched 

hipped caps. Each side of the chimney roof is supported with a wide, angular bracket. The exterior of 

each chimney is then adorned with simple, rectilinear bas-relief detail.  

 

There are five entrances at the west (front), north (side), and east (rear or lakeside) facades of the 

residence. The main entrance is centered on the west elevation of the central “t” shaped block. The 

entrance is delineated by a one-story porch with a low-pitched hipped roof and exposed rafters. The 

roof is supported by Craftsman-style battered columns that descend to grade. The entrance stair is 

broken into two landings accessed via three steps. The landings and steps are clad with terra cotta-

colored quarry tiles, except the risers of the second landing steps, which are clad with tiles ornamented 

with Arabesque designs. Four metal handrails with scrolled ends flank the steps. The entrance stairs are 

not original to the house. Historically, the entrance stairs ran perpendicular to the main entrance and 

were partially obscured by a low, semicircular retaining wall that spanned the opening between the 

outermost battered columns. 

 

At the first landing, the north and south edges of the porch are bordered by a series of ornate metal 

panels to create a cohesive railing. Where each panel meets, the top rail is accentuated by a spherical 

finial. The main entrance door was designed by Oscar Bruno Bach. It is a wrought iron and bronze door 

with a full-length glass panel. The glass is fronted by a metal screen composed of square panels that 

feature bronze, mythological and medieval animal and humanoid figures. To the north of the main 

entrance is a secondary entrance at the west facade, which provides access to the basement level. The 
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entrance is set at the base of a two-story, projecting square bay. The entrance is composed of a non-

historic eight-light wooden door.  

 

Moving to the north (side) facade, an entrance is centered on the north end of a one-story kitchen wing. 

The entrance contains a non-historic, full-light glass storm door and a non-historic eight-light wood 

door. The fenestration openings flanking the entrance consist of tall arched windows with full lights and 

scrolling metal grilles. The windows are non-historic wood casements. 

 

The rear (east or lakeside) facade contains three entrances accessed via the aforementioned terrace. 

The primary access point at this facade is centered on the upper patio and leads to the first floor 

entrance hall. It is composed of a pair of wooden doors with full-light glass. At the north and south ends 

of the terrace, there is an entrance into the breakfast nook and octagonal tower, respectively. Both 

entrances are composed of single, full-light wood doors.  

 

The location of the residence on the bluff of Lake Michigan is a significant feature of the residence. The 

design takes advantage of the natural landscape through the incorporation of windows into each room 

and incorporates the vista of the lakeshore as part of the overall architecture of the residence. However, 

this creates an irregular and asymmetrical rhythm to the windows. Two types of windows are employed: 

traditional and bay windows. Typically, the windows consist of non-historic double-hung and casement 

replacement windows. The double-hung windows are one-over-one sashes with a simulated lite design 

in the upper sash to replicate the divided light appearance of historic windows. The casement windows 

are single lights with a simulated lite design and matching transom windows above. Historic windows 

are located in the basement, at the stair landing between the first and second floor of the main 

staircase, and the third floor former ballroom. In the basement, the windows are composed of historic 

four-light casement windows. At the staircase landing, the historic stained glass windows are composed 

of casement windows with transom windows above. Each window features a stained glass design with a 

ribbon and geometric motifs. The remaining historic stained glass windows at the third floor former 

ballroom are transom windows with a simple shield motif. The original craftsperson/designer for the 

stained glass is unknown as original/historic architectural drawings for the residence has not been 

discovered. 

 

Additional exterior window features include decorative wrought iron balconets and bas-relief, as well as 

square details at either end of the window immediately below the sill.  

 

Overall, the exterior design emphasizes horizontality and simplistic orthogonal forms that are derivative 

of the Craftsman style. It recalls the aesthetic of the Mission Revival style through the juxtaposition of 

the white stucco exterior against the low-pitched and broad clay tile roof, both hallmarks of the style. It 

should be noted that the property has been commonly referred to as designed in the Spanish Revival 

style, though the residence predates the advent of the style by approximately three years. Additional 

information is provided in the “Architectural Significance” section of the report.  

 

 

INTERIOR 
The interior is reflective of several styles popular throughout the history of the residence. The historic 

materials within the residence contain aspects of the Spanish Revival, Jacobethan, and Neoclassical 

styles. Although the interior has been through numerous remodeling campaigns, the styles found on the 
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first floor reflect the eclectic nature of architecture, which was popular in the immediate area during the 

growth of the North Shore in Winnetka.  

 

The floorplan radiates from the central entrance hall and main staircase in the central section of the 

residence. On the first floor, the primary spaces, including the living room and dining room, flank the 

central section. This plan is repeated on the second floor with bedroom wings that flank either side of 

the main staircase. The third floor of the residence is mostly composed of the former ballroom, which 

comprises the residence's central section.  

 

First Floor 
To enter the residence, one passes through a small foyer off the main entrance at the west facade. It is a 

vaulted room with a chandelier centered at the crown of the vault. The room is decorated with copper-

colored walls with Provençal texture and paintings of shells, vines, and ropes. The floor is clad with 

Batchelder tiles in varying earth tones created by the firing process (also known as flashing). Tiles with 

pressed designs are distributed randomly throughout the floor grid. A radiator cover with an 

upholstered bench top and a perforated metal front grille is present on the west side of the room. The 

room features three Oscar Bruno Bach-designed metal doors: the exterior entrance door, a fixed door 

on the north side of the room, and a door on the east side leading to a large sitting room. 

 

Moving further into the interior, a formal entrance hall is off the foyer at the center of the first floor. In 

the northwest corner of the entrance hall is the main staircase, which serves the basement, first floor, 

and second floor. The first floor landing for the staircase is raised two steps above the main level of the 

floor. It is separated from the entrance hall by an arcade supported with plaster Solomonic columns 

decorated with vine motifs and capped with Composite capitals. The arcade and columns reflect a 

Spanish Revival influence. The arcade frames the view of the grand staircase, which curves upward to 

the second floor. The railing of the staircase is wrought iron and covered on the top with white velvet. A 

landing between the first and second floors contains historic stained glass windows with ribbon motifs. 

These windows fill the staircase with light. Immediately to the south of the staircase is the elevator, 

further described below.  

 

Once inside the entrance hall, the eye is drawn to the opposite wall filled with two picture windows and 

a pair of wood doors with large glass openings. These openings fill the room with light and provide a 

view of the Lake Michigan shoreline. The overall design of this room is in the Spanish and Mission 

Revival styles. The room has an unpainted, exposed wooden beam ceiling with large, rounded brackets 

below the ends of each beam. The walls have a Provençal texture and are painted in a light cream color. 

The wall terminates in a wide baseboard edged with a reverse ogee profile. The floor is clad with 

Batchelder tiles.  

 

The Batchelder floor is laid in three designs: a border, a field, and a central feature. The border near the 

room's perimeter is made from two offset bands of alternating yellow rectangular tiles and black square 

tiles. Between these bands are pressed square tiles with vine and Arabesque designs. The field tiles, 

which compose most of the floor, are square and glazed in varying earth tones. They are laid in diagonal 

rows with smaller black and earth-tone tiles between each row of larger tiles. The central feature design 

is a large rectangle with a border of narrow, rectilinear, handcrafted tiles that meet at the corners of the 

border to create a mitered pattern. A secondary border of yellow and black tiles, identical to the larger 

room border, surrounds the central feature. The central feature is then composed of an outer edge of 

pressed tiles embellished with scrolling grape vines, an interior band of multicolored small square tiles, 

and an interior of pressed tiles with Arabesque designs. The pressed tiles feature a background of blues, 
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greens, and yellows, while the bas-relief detail features a range of warm browns, tans, and terra cotta 

colors. Finally, the central detail is a diamond created from blue and green small square tiles and a 

central Arabesque tile. The known Batchelder 1927 catalog pattern numbers are #775, #834, #838, 

#892, and border #40. 

 

A fireplace surround projects from the north wall of the room. The edges of the surround are curved, so 

when juxtaposed against the orthogonal forms of the space, it creates an emphasis on the fireplace. A 

band of plaster rosettes trims the front edge of the mantle shelf. The firebox is outlined with a curved 

opening trimmed with plaster grape motifs and a keystone of grapes with a scroll cartouche depicting a 

conquistador. The base of the fireplace surround is clad with Batchelder tiles.  

 

The room also contains metal works by Oscar Bruno Bach, including the elevator door, foyer door, 

radiator covers under the east windows, and a metal railing on the raised stair landing. The railing and 

radiator covers are similar in design to the exterior doors. They feature animal and humanoid figures in 

between vertical guilloche motifs. More on Bach’s process can be found under “Architects and 

Designers.” The elevator is an Elevator Company of America Elevator. It has a metal scissor gate inside 

the Bach-designed outer door. The interior of the elevator features beveled mirrored walls, four globe 

lights in the ceiling corners, and a carpeted floor. A switch plate operates it with three floor buttons and 

a stop button. The Batchelder floor, Bach metalwork, and elevator were installed during the Albert Pick 

II residency. 

 

Two additional rooms are located within the entrance hall. The first is a small powder room near the 

center of the entrance hall's south wall. The powder room contains a marble sink and a toilet. The walls 

are clad with marble wainscoting and painted with a faux drape mural above. The ceiling contains an 

oversized acanthus crown molding and a crystal chandelier. The floors in this room are also marble. The 

powder room was renovated during the W. Clement Stone residency. The second room is a walk-in 

closet in the southwest corner of the entrance hall next to the foyer.  

 

To the southeast of the central sitting room is a grand living room filled with light from many large 

windows. The room is decorated in the Neoclassical Revival style. To enter the living room, one passes 

through a narrow antechamber. It contains built-in mirror and glass curio cabinets on either side, 

flanked by Neoclassical pilasters with Arabesque motifs and Composite capitals inspired by the work of 

British architect Robert Adam. As the antechamber transitions into the main living room, the 

passageway is flanked by a pair of niches carved out of the curved edges of the north wall. 

 

The living room is visually divided into three sections, with two smaller end sections and a large center 

section. The sections are signified by ornate plaster beams flanked at either end by massive Ionic 

columns. The ceiling sections are outlined with a cove crown moulding containing brackets with scroll 

tops and ribbon motifs. These brackets support a decorative plaster moulding with shallow incised 

motifs and an outline of fasces trim, which frames the ceiling plane. A secondary, offset decorative 

plaster moulding with folate motifs frames the center of the ceiling plane and a large crystal chandelier 

in the smaller end sections of the space.  

 

The center section's ceiling is also decorated with a mural of a cloudy blue sky inside the main 

decorative plaster frame. This mural was added during the W. Clement Stone residency. Surrounding the 

chandelier mount is a decorative plaster medallion with an overall square shape consisting of foliate 

patterns. The center section also contains a marble fireplace on the east wall. It features a Baroque-
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inspired carved wooden surround with curved edges, corner consoles, and a centered shell and foliate 

design. It has been decorated with a painted faux marble finish. A wrought iron and bronze fire screen is 

placed in front of the fireplace. It may also be an Oscar Bruno Bach design due to its treatment of those 

materials. 

 

Lastly, each wall of the living room is visually divided into a lower and upper section by a dado moulding 

which wraps the perimeter of the space at the height of the windowsills. Each section of the wall is then 

adorned with panel mouldings to complete the classical aesthetic of the space.   

 

To the east of the living room, at the southeast corner of the residence, is the octagonal tower. Access 

to this space is provided through an interior passageway at the southeast corner of the living room.  The 

1995 fire heavily damaged this room. The room is currently designed with built-in oak cabinets, a 

recessed ceiling with a large crystal chandelier, and oak radiator covers that fill the full width of each 

wall without a built-in cabinet. A hallway at the north end of the room leads back toward the entrance 

hall. In 1969, an exterior entrance was added to this room at the northeast corner. During that 

renovation, a small restroom was also added along the west side of the hallway.  

 

Moving north from the entrance hall is a dining room designed with heavier, Jacobethan-inspired décor. 

Compared to the other rooms, it has fewer windows. The combination of the decor and the lack of 

natural light creates a more intimate feeling.  

 

The space is defined by an ornate plaster ceiling that is filled from end to end with a tessellation of 

rectangles with concave edges at the long ends and rounded convex edges at the short ends. The scale 

of the tessellation is large, creating the appearance of a lower ceiling. The cornice is a complex design 

containing multiple moulding profiles and large, foliate double ogee consoles. The trim moulding motifs 

used are bead and twisted rope, high relief lambs tongue, and a torus moulding. The rhythm of the 

moulding is broken by plaster consoles adorned with acanthus leaves.  A large, low chandelier hangs in 

the center of the room—presumably above the former location of a dining table—and four small 

chandeliers hang in each corner of the room.  

 

On the east side of the room is a grand fireplace with a carved oak trumeau chimneypiece and a black 

marble surround. To the north of the fireplace is a window with a radiator below it. The radiator is 

covered with an upholstered bench with rolled front legs and straight back legs ornamented with 

consoles like those in the ceiling cornice. The front legs have a bas-relief detail of laurel wreaths hanging 

from the sides of the rolled tops of the legs. These radiator covers are also found in the living room. To 

the south of the fireplace is the entrance to a small, square breakfast nook. This space was originally a 

semi-enclosed porch, but it was fully enclosed with the existing windows on an unknown date. As part of 

the conversion, an entrance was added at the south wall of the space to access the rear (lakeside) 

terrace. The nook entrance has partial-height metal gates and a scrolling metal ornament at the top of 

the door opening. The ceiling of this room is suspended, with a white metal grid that supports opaque 

plastic panels with swirling shades of purple and blue. An abstract geometric plaster cornice surrounds 

the ceiling. At the corners of the room, square engaged columns with deep inverted fluting are present. 

This room has an overall style of Art Deco, with the ceiling being in the later Hollywood Regency style. 

 

On the west side of the room is a large, pentagonal bay window, which creates a small seating or dining 

nook. The nook is slightly raised above the plane of the main floor level, with a high ceiling, tall 
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casement windows, and fixed transom windows. The lower portion of the wall below the windows is 

adorned with a simple wood wainscot. 

 

The passageways at the north and south ends of the room contain ornately carved architraves. The 

wood used in the architraves is very dark, almost black, and it is carved deeply with a rinceau motif. A 

renovation during the W. Clement Stone residency partially infilled the north doorway to make a smaller 

opening. The infilled area has been covered with beveled mirrors.  

 

The last primary room on the first floor is the kitchen, located north of the dining room. It was gutted 

during the early 1990s, and its original layout is unknown. Presently, the access into the room is through 

a serpentine path created by cabinetry, which travels diagonally into the center of the room to 

accommodate a secondary stair to the second floor located in the southwest corner of the kitchen. 

Immediately north of the stairs is a built-in pantry and a cooking/serving island. The east side of the 

kitchen is dedicated to prep areas with base and wall cabinets, sinks with adjacent dishwashers, and 

counter space that spans the length of the south and east walls. The north end of the kitchen contains a 

central stair that provides access to the north entrance vestibule and the basement. The entrance 

vestibule is finished with red Moroccan-inspired tile, painted walls, and arched window trim. The stairs 

are flanked on either side by two smaller rooms. The use of the room in the northeast corner of the 

kitchen is unknown. The room to the northwest of the stairs contains two refrigerators. Overall, the 

kitchen contains finishes reflecting the 1990s interior design, including yellow pine paneling and 

cabinets, yellow and cream tile backsplashes, and a white hexagonal tile floor.  

 

Second Floor 

The second floor can be accessed from three locations: the main staircase in the entrance hall, the 

kitchen staircase, or the elevator. The second floor is comprised of four bedrooms, a sitting room, an 

office, and a laundry room. The rooms are divided into two wings, which flank the main staircase and 

elevator. 

 

To the north, the wing is accessed through a long hallway with arched openings. The bedrooms of this 

wing are laid on a north-south axis on the east side of the hall. The southern room contains an office 

that projects out to the east (lakeside). This office was historically a semi-enclosed porch that has been 

fully enclosed with the addition of windows on an unknown date. This room also has a fireplace with a 

cream-colored stone surround and a wooden mantle. Across the hall is a laundry room, a cedar walk-in 

closet, and a third floor access stair. At the north end of the hallway is the staircase to the kitchen and 

the north bedroom. The north bedroom is an L-shaped room that fills the wing width at the hall's end. 

Within this room is a bathroom and a walk-in closet. The northern wing finishes appear to date 1990-

2010. The bedrooms have simple crown molding and a dark beige color palette. The lights in these 

rooms are brass drop pendants with plaster medallions on the ceiling. 

 

The southern wing has a complex layout without a central hall. Instead, the rooms radiate outward from 

an anteroom containing passageways on the north, east, and south sides. The north door leads to a 

bedroom with a large bay window.  Inside this room is a long, rectilinear bathroom shared by the 

southern bedroom of the other wing. The south door provides access to a large bedroom suite on the 

second floor of the octagonal tower. The bedroom is comprised of a large antechamber, walk-in closet, 

bathroom, and bedroom. The finishes of the southern wing reflect a remodeling campaign that recently 

took place. The style is contemporary and minimalist, with a white, light grey, and black palette. The 
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bedrooms are sparsely decorated with drop pendant or multilight chandeliers. The bathrooms are 

decorated with either matte light grey tile or black, high-shine tile. The antechamber contains a dressing 

table with walnut drawers and a marble top and sides.  

Third Floor 

Access to the third floor is through an enclosed, narrow staircase at the southwest corner of the north 

bedroom wing. This floor was originally a grand ballroom, encompassing nearly the entire third floor. 

This space appears to have been remodeled between 2006-2010 to create a large family bonus room. 

The space is defined by an impressive trapezoidal ceiling supported by massive trusses. Large crystal 

chandeliers of brass line the length of the room. At the west wall, the windows are oriented with a large, 

central window opening flanked by two small bay windows. Below the bay windows are built-in 

benches. The central window comprises three sets of non-historic double-hung sash windows with three 

historic stained-glass transom windows above. On the east wall, the windows are similarly oriented, but 

instead of the bay windows, the central window opening is flanked by a pair of non-historic casement 

windows. The room is decorated with a cream-and-white color scheme. The floor is covered with a non-

historic carpet. 

 

South of the former ballroom is an arched alcove with a raised platform floor that leads to a bedroom. 

From the bedroom, access is given to a bathroom (west) and a large attic space (east). North of the 

former ballroom is a second attic space used as a mechanical closet.  

 

Basement 
The basement contains twenty-three rooms of varying sizes oriented around open recreation and 

service areas. At the base of the main staircase is a large lounge with built-in couches along the east 

wall. To the south is a sunken recreation room separated from the lounge by a metal railing. This room 

has four windows that fill both rooms with light. To the east of the lounge is a pair of restrooms that 

flank a new sauna room. These rooms are accessible via a short hallway in the center that runs north-

south.  

 

To the southeast of these facilities is a pair of steps that provide access to a storage wing. This wing runs 

north-south and contains a large L-shaped storage room with built-in shelving, a tiled room with drains 

in the floor and showers on the wall (likely a room used to wash off sand from the beach), a small 

passageway with a raised platform of steps that lead to and away from it, an exterior access point 

(added in 1969), and a large, octagonal storage room.  

North of the central recreation areas is the north wing of the residence. The wing is accessible through a 

bar room or “speakeasy.” This room has an overall rectilinear plan with a large pentagonal projection on 

the west side of the space created from the large bay window in the dining room on the first floor. 

Remodeled during the late 1960s, this room reflects the eccentric, bohemian style of the mid-twentieth 

century. The most prominent feature of the room is the ceiling. It is a commanding form finished in 

plaster to create exaggerated, undulating waves. The ceiling is painted with swirling figure paintings of 

mermaids, stars, seaweed, randomly placed eyes, and appliqued jewels. The space walls are painted 

black to not detract from the ceiling details. The speakeasy is further finished with built-in seating with 

green upholstery, an L-shaped wet bar, wood paneling, a cobblestone pattern carpet, applied faux 

stained glass film on the windows, a wall of mirrors, and a built-in 1960s television. At the southern end 

of the east wall is a door leading to a small antechamber. The door opens into the room, nearly filling 

the space. Inside, the antechamber is covered with wooden paneling and contains a suspended wood 

ceiling with four panels of translucent plastic with a light source above. Filling the walls are eight haricot 
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mirrors. On the north side of the antechamber is a three-panel door with scenes painted in each panel. 

The painting style is similar to the ceiling of the speakeasy. The figures are of birds and harpies, as well 

as swirling flora and fauna. The color palette is composed of red fields with gold leaf, white, and blue 

figures. Through the door is a large mechanical room. Beyond this room is a storage room, a bathroom, 

the laundry, a dog washing table, and a wine cellar. These spaces do not contain any historic finishes or 

materials. 

 

 

COACH HOUSE 
The coach house is on the northwest side of the property near the northern vehicular gate. It has an 

overall rectilinear footprint and is two stories in height. The building has a red clay tile hipped roof with 

a wide overhanging eave and a cascading hipped roof at the south elevation. Breaks in the roofline and 

slope are created from second floor balcony access points, which correspond to hipped wall dormers. 

Centered on the roof is a vented cupola with an oversized, hipped roof. Similar to the residence, the 

roof has a Mission Revival style chimney on the north side. The chimney does not have clay tile roofing 

but rather metal sheeting. The wall elevations are clad in white, rough textured stucco. Wall 

articulations are created from later additions to the Coach House. These include a one-story garage 

section on the west side, a two-story porch and balcony addition on the south side, and a one-story 

extension of the east elevation that supports a second floor balcony. The windows of the coach house 

vary between squared four-light and arched six-light casement windows. The fenestration was altered 

during the various renovation campaigns, and the windows are all non-historic replacement windows.  

 

The first floor of the coach house interior has ten rooms of various sizes. The rooms radiate outward 

from the central living room. This room is a large, open space. It is covered with a coffered ceiling of faux 

beams created from stained pine boards. The beams have been painted with dovetail marks on the 

corners. The room has an overall Spanish Revival aesthetic with rough-finish plaster walls, tile floors, 

iron lantern light fixtures, Arabesque pattern air duct vents, and a stone-textured tile floor. A stone 

fireplace with oversized console legs and a mantle carved with Spanish rinceau motifs and shells is 

located on the north wall. Other Spanish design features include engaged Tuscan columns that flank wall 

openings and arched wooden doors. These features are also used in a large screened-in porch to the 

south of the living room. An arcade with Tuscan columns supports the porch. The porch looks southward 

to the pool. Other rooms on the first floor include a kitchenette with built-in cabinetry and a round sink, 

a wet bar with a peninsula, two bathrooms, and a two-car garage.  

 

The second floor is the former servants’ quarters. It currently contains two bedrooms, a family room, a 

kitchenette, a bathroom, and a laundry closet. The overall decoration is similar to the Spanish Revival 

style of the first floor, except the floors are a mix of wood and tile. The rooms are oriented around a 

central family room. It is accessed from a staircase on the northeast side of the building. The kitchenette 

is incorporated into the family room on the southeast side. It consists of an island with a sink and a wall 

counter with a stove and cabinets. Flanking the counter is a stack of two ovens and a full-height cabinet. 

The bedrooms are east of the family room, and the bathroom is north. The bathroom Is finished with a 

tile floor, wallpapered walls, and painted drywall ceiling. 

 

The original design of the coach house is unknown, as the building has been substantially altered 

through extensive renovations in 1936, 1969, and 2007.  
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INTEGRITY 
Overall, 445 Sheridan Road maintains sufficient architectural integrity from the period of significance. 

This period began in 1912 with the initial construction and design under the ownership of Lena Gilmore 

and terminated in 1974, the 50-year cut-off established by the National Register of Historic Places. 445 

Sheridan Road exhibits an interesting combination of Mission Revival and Craftsman design on the 

interior and exterior. Historic renovations of the first floor interior further add to an overall eclectic 

design, with rooms designed with details of the Neoclassical, Spanish Revival, and Jacobethan styles. The 

use of various revival styles is reflective of the zeitgeist of the early decades of the twentieth century 

and, therefore, have gained significance in their own right.  

 

The exterior expresses the original design of the residence with limited alterations. At the front facade, 

the only alterations have been the replacement of most of the original windows with the existing 

windows. On the rear (east of lakeside), the existing breakfast nook and second floor space above were 

originally an open porch that was enclosed with windows, and an entrance vestibule has been added in 

the entrant corner between the octagonal tower and main plane of the east facade. At the southwest 

corner of the second floor, a historic Mission Revival style enclosed terrace, designed to reflect a 

traditional pergola, was rebuilt to create additional living space off of the primary bedroom. The original 

terrace was composed of a lower portion consisting of a stepped retaining wall clad in stucco and an 

upper frame portion with a flat roof and exposed rafters. When rebuilt, the former terrace was clad in 

stucco and re-roofed with clay tile. Despite these alterations, each was well designed and constructed to 

be compatible with and preserve the character-defining features of the historic residence and thus do 

not detract from the integrity of the exterior.  

 

On the interior, the architectural features and finishes of the primary spaces (e.g., entrance hall, dining 

room, and living room) have been well preserved. Most notable are the elements commissioned by 

Albert Pick II in the 1920s, including the metalworks by metallurgist and artist Oscar Bruno Bach, the 

Batchelder tile floor, and the Elevator Company of America elevator. Additionally, original/historic 

materials such as the stained glass windows, the ornate plaster ceilings of the living room and dining 

room, and the intricately carved fireplace mantel of the dining room remain intact. Together, the well-

preserved character-defining features of the exterior and interior are the physical representation of the 

residence's historic and architectural significance.  

 

 

HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT OF 445 SHERIDAN ROAD 
 

COMMUNITY AND NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT 
The first non-native white settlers arrived in the area that would become Winnetka in 1836. Erastus and 

Zeruah Patterson settled in the area after traveling via an ox-drawn wagon from Woodstock, Vermont. 

The Pattersons established the Patterson Tavern on a bluff overlooking Lake Michigan near the Green 

Bay Trail, an early Native American trail and later stagecoach line connecting Chicago with Green Bay, 

Wisconsin. The log tavern provided food and shelter for pioneers and travelers heading west.  

Fourteen years later, New Trier Township was organized, named after Trier, Germany (the original home 

of many of the area’s settlers). About 100 people lived in the new township. 

Development in the area began in earnest in 1854 when the newly chartered Chicago & Milwaukee 

Railway platted three hundred acres in New Trier Township. As part of the original plat, the town of 
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Winnetka was founded, named after the Native American word thought to mean “beautiful place,” 

assuring Winnetka’s future as a railroad suburb of Chicago.  

Many of Winnetka’s early residents were from New England and were well-educated, highly religious, 

and reform-minded. Reflecting the values of the time, the village’s charter, granted by the state in 1869, 

banned the public consumption and sale of alcohol while enforcing the planting and protection of shade 

trees. 

Between the 1850s and 1870s, the north Chicago suburbs began to grow in population due to 

improvements made to the communities, such as sewer lines, gas, and other utilities. The village of 

Winnetka was slow to agree on the development of the village, causing a rift between the old villagers 

and what were called the “progressive commuters.” Instead, the village focused on improving the lives 

of the current residents by promoting education and reading programs. This way, the village could 

better itself while also keeping the local tax burden down. However, the village was forced to consider 

change after the Great Chicago Fire of 1871 displaced many of Chicago’s residents who sought to 

relocate out of the urban center and into the developing suburbs.  

In 1882, social activist and Winnetka resident Henry Demarest Lloyd helped found the Village 

Improvement Society and, in 1890, the Winnetka Town Meeting. The town meetings allowed the 

citizens to openly debate what the village would become in the future and provided a forum for 

residents to hear speakers such as Jane Addams and Clarence Darrow. 

By the end of the 1890s, the Chicago & Milwaukee Electric Railroad (later the Chicago, North Shore & 

Milwaukee Railroad) arrived in Winnetka, providing an additional link between suburb and city. 

Chicagoans looking to escape the crowded and busy city were attracted to Winnetka's lakefront location 

and commuter services. 

At the beginning of the twentieth century, the Municipal Electric Utility Plant began operating. Profits 

from this village-owned utility plant funded the complete construction of Winnetka's village hall and 

helped pay the salaries of local teachers during the Great Depression. These improvements to the village 

continued to draw Chicago commuters who wished to escape city life. Many of these commuters were 

of the affluent social class or successful businesspeople. They often chose to live along the lakeshore, 

calling it the New Mediterranean. This resulted in large, often recreational residences being constructed 

along Sheridan Road.  

With the large growth in population, the Village Council appointed a commission to formulate a 

comprehensive plan for village development in 1917. The goal of the commission was to preserve 

Winnetka’s quiet, suburban character. Four years later, the Winnetka Plan was published emphasizing 

Winnetka’s quaint suburban qualities. The plan also stressed the need for grade separation of the 

Chicago & North Western Railway (previously the Chicago & Milwaukee Railway) tracks. By 1937, 31 

people had been killed at railroad crossings in Winnetka. As part of the Public Works Administration, 

workers excavated the roadbed and lowered the trackage between 1938 and 1943.  

Winnetka's population has remained below 13,000 since the 1960s. The village remains an affluent 

suburb of Chicago, with a predominantly Caucasian (97 percent) community who work primarily in 

professional or managerial occupations. 
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ARCHITECTS AND DESIGNERS 
 
OSCAR BRUNO BACH, artist (1884-1957) 
Oscar Bruno Bach was a German-born metalworker who, at the age of 18, created an ornately designed 

wrought iron Bible for Pope Leo XIII. He later reached world recognition after winning the Grand Prize at 

the Turin World’s Fair in 1911 for designing a bed for Kaiser Wilhelm II. His work was the most prolific in 

the 1920s and 1930s Art Deco era, and he was given the moniker “The American Cellini.” During that 

period, he developed a new process for creating colored steel that was also corrosion-resistant, called 

the Bachite process. He used this new process to create metal artworks, Renaissance-style church doors, 

household items, and lamps. His most famous works are found in the interior decorative details of the 

Chrysler, Empire, and Woolworth buildings in New York City. He has many pieces that were created for 

homes, including a set of wrought iron and bronze doors found in the 1916 Harrie T. Lindeberg-designed 

Wyldwoode in Lake Forest, Illinois. He closed his business in 1941 and began to work as a consultant for 

larger metalworking companies. A few of his works and papers are stored and displayed in the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art. Photographs of his work and advertisements can be found in the 

Appendix section.  

 

 

ROY B. BLASS, A.I.A. (1907-1981) 
Buffalo, New York-born architect Roy B. Blass was a notable Chicago architect in the 1930s until his 

death in 1981. He attended the University of Michigan and practiced architecture in Chicago, opening 

his first firm in 1934. Blass also had a Wilmette office, which opened in 1940. During the 1930s and 

1940s, Blass designed recreational spaces like bars, theaters, and restaurants. His specialty was 

remodeling existing buildings to “modernize” them. In 1936, he remodeled the Apollo’s 2000 theater, 

adding terra cotta features and new, modern signage. Similarly, he designed a striking Art Moderne 

neon marquee for the York Theater in 1938. Most notably, he was one-half of Beckman & Blass, the 

design team that designed Lustron home kit specifications. Blass was an eccentric personality and took 

the most pride in a side career as a magician.  

 

DESIGNATION STATUS OF 445 SHERIDAN ROAD 
  

445 Sheridan Road is not a locally designated landmark or in a locally designated historic district. It is not 

listed individually on the National Register of Historic Places or in a National Register Historic District.  

 

EVALUATION OF HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE 
445 Sheridan Road maintains local historic significance for its association with several notable 

Winnetkans who have lived in the residence, including: prominent real estate developer and socialite 

Lena M. Gilmore; hotel supplier and hotelier Albert Pick II and his wife Gertrude; James G. and Emily 

McMillan,  President of the Wander Company which shaped radio history with its Little Orphan Annie 

campaigns that made Ovaltine a pantry staple and founder of the Illinois Opera Guild and recipient of 

the citation of honor from the Navy during WWII, respectively; and W. Clement and Jessie V. Stone, 

philanthropists who donated over $700 million dollars to charity through W. Clement Stone’s multi-

billion dollar business that he started with a hundred dollar investment at the age of 16.  
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EVALUATION OF ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
To evaluate the architectural significance of 445 Sheridan Road, two major points must be understood - 

the life of the original owner, Lena Gilmore, and the architectural movements and trends in the year of 

construction, 1912.  

 

Lena Gilmore was a Californian. She was born there and spent most of her life there. By 1912, she was a 

major player in the high-society social circles of San Francisco, Oakland, Los Angeles, and Santa Barbara. 

While in California, she would most often stay in high-end hotel apartments or resorts on the beach or 

in the mountains. These were often newly constructed lodgings designed by prominent architects.  

 

Between 1890 and 1915, the “modern” architecture across the country was influenced by the English 

Arts and Crafts Movement and the natural environment.  This was a new school of thought which 

emphasized picturesque, informal designs and the utilization of natural materials. Interior design 

focused on light, airy spaces which incorporated outdoor vistas. Interiors were ornamented with 

handmade elements, such as tiles, carved mantles, stained glass windows, and handmade furniture. In 

California, this school of thought was utilized by the California architecture team Greene and Greene, 

who are credited with creating the Craftsman style. They worked out of Pasadena, California, but their 

style was soon spread across the country. In Chicago, the "modern” school of thought was expressed in 

the Prairie Style of Frank Lloyd Wright and contemporaries like George W. Maher and Walter Burley 

Griffin.  

 

445 Sheridan Road reflects the overall Arts and Crafts philosophy, but it utilizes the Mission Revival style 

with details of the Craftsman style, derived from Lena’s inspiration by the regional architecture of 

California, specifically the Bay area. Here, architects created new styles influenced by the 

Mediterranean, the Alps, and California’s historic Missions. One influential Bay Area architect, Julia 

Morgan, designed the Fairmont Hotel (Lena’s favorite hotel), as well as William Randolph Heart’s La 

Cuesta Encantada (or Hearst Castle). She was also a major contributor to the 1915 Panama-California 

Exposition in San Diego. It was during this exposition that the Spanish Revival Style was created – three 

years after the completion of 445 Sheridan Road. This expression of western United States regional 

architecture and its migration from California to Illinois at the beginning of the twentieth century is 

represented in the architecture of 445 Sheridan Road, which is an invaluable and significant piece of 

Winnetka’s architectural legacy.    

 

 

EVALUATION OF NEIGHBORHOOD IMPACT 
 
The demolition of 445 Sheridan Road would remove a historically and architecturally significant resource 

from the built environment of the surrounding neighborhood and the Village of Winnetka, resulting in a 

negative impact on the neighborhood and community character.  

 

Historically, the residence is a pivotal and tangible piece of the early development of the North Shore 

within the Village of Winnetka. According to oral histories of residents in the 1970s, between the 1880s 

and 1910s, the town was considered a one-store town that was more like a pioneer town than a suburb. 

When Lena Gilmore purchased the “Maynard Homestead” in 1910, the population of Winnetka was 

3,168. This was a growth of 72.8 percent from the previous decade. With this growth in population 

came more services for the “modern-day,” including residential gas lines. These changes drew people 

from Chicago as they allowed them to have modern conveniences in an area that felt removed from 
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busy city life.  By the time she sold the extant house at 445 Sheridan Road to Albert Pick II in 1919, the 

population had grown by 111.3 percent to 6,694. This growth in population created the Village of 

Winnetka as we know it today. However, 445 Sheridan Road was constructed near the beginning of this 

growth in population and contributed to the establishment of Winnetka’s renowned architectural 

legacy. 

 

The immediate neighborhood of 445 Sheridan Road is defined as the east side of Sheridan Road within 

the historic “Winnetka Subdivision,” or the first area platted within the Village of Winnetka by Charles E. 

Peck. This subdivision is bounded by Tower Road (N), Locust Street (W), and Willow Road (S). As part of 

this report, a survey of historic estates on the east side of Sheridan Road was completed in April 2024. 

The survey gathered information regarding historic estates constructed within the development period 

of the early twentieth century (1900-1930). The survey found that European Revival and Early American 

Revival styles are the most prevalent. The most utilized style is the Colonial Revival, followed by French 

Eclectic and Neoclassical Revival. Based on a review of the survey data, 445 Sheridan Road is one of 

twelve remaining historic estates within the study area, of which there were approximately thirty during 

the early twentieth century. It is the only remaining example of Mission style and the only residence 

with historic Craftsman style features. The architecture of 445 Sheridan Road is a significant example of 

western regional architecture in the Midwest, unified with the growing American Craftsman movement 

at the beginning of the twentieth century.  

 

 

MATERIALS PROPOSED FOR SALVAGE AND PRESERVATION 
 
The following individual historic materials are recommended to be considered for salvage, as feasible,  if 

the demolition of 445 Sheridan Road moves forward. When completing salvage work, consideration 

should be given to undertaking the work in partnership with the stakeholders noted below to ensure the 

materials are properly removed and have an appropriate plan for their storage, care, and restoration, 

and are acquired by an appropriate public repository.  

 

Stakeholders may include: The Winnetka Historical Society, the Winnetka Landmark Preservation 

Commission, Landmarks Illinois, the Pasadena Historical Museum Batchelder Tile Registry, and the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art. The MMA maintains an Oscar Bruno Bach archive and collection. 

 

Materials proposed for salvage include, but are not limited to: 

 

• The handmade Batchelder tile floor of the first floor entrance hall and sitting room. 

• Two exterior and two interior wrought iron and bronze doors designed by Oscar Bruno Bach, as 

well as two radiator grilles below the east sitting room windows. 

• The Elevator Company of America elevator cab, which is an early example of an operator-less 

residential elevator. 

• The three Solomonic columns of the entrance hall. 

• The hand-carved fireplace hood of the dining room. 

• The ornamental plaster moldings of the sitting room fireplace surround. 

• The stained glass windows in the first landing of the main staircase (three windows and three 

transoms) and in the east and west walls of the third floor former ballroom (six transoms). 
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• A sample or mold cast of the plaster cornice moldings and ceiling decoration in the dining and 

living rooms. 

• The two carved wooden architraves in the dining room (black with foliate motifs). 

• The four radiator cover benches in the living room and the one radiator cover bench in the entry 

foyer on the first floor. 

• The marble commode in the first floor powder room. 

• The marble slabs on the floor and dado of the first floor powder room. 

• The eight 1960s curvilineal mirrors and the painted door with abstract scenes between the 

speakeasy and the electrical room. 
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APPENDIX A – CURRENT PLANS 
 

 

 
 

Figure 1:  Exist ing Basement Plan.  Source:  Real  estate l ist ing on Redfin.  Floor plan is  

oriented north.  
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Figure 2:  Exist ing First  Floor Plan.  Source:  Real  estate l ist ing on Redfin.  Floor plan is  

oriented north.  
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Figure 3:  Exist ing Second Floor Plan.  Source:  Real  estate l ist ing on Redfin.  Floor plan 

is  oriented north.  
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Figure 4:  Exist ing Attic  Plan.  Source:  Real  estate l ist ing on Redfin.  Floor plan is  

oriented north.  
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Figure 5: Existing Plat of Survey, Greengard, INC., 2023. 
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APPENDIX B – HISTORIC MAPS 

–– 
 
 
Figure 1:   
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 
Chicago 1905-1950, book J ,   
Year:  1914, sheet 96.  
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Figure 2:   
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 
Cook Co.  North Shore,   
Year:  1938, sheet 122.  
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APPENDIX C – CURRENT PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
All  photographs provided by McGuire Igleski  & Associates,  Inc. 
 

 
Photograph 1:  View of the west façade looking east,  2024.   
 
 

 
Photograph 2:  View of the main/public  entrance at the west façade looking 
northeast,  2024.   
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Photograph 3:  View of the west façade looking north,  2024.  

Photograph 4:  Detai l  of  the west façade f irst  f loor oriel  window looking north,  2024. 
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Photograph 5:  Detai l  of  the west façade entrance porch looking northeast,  2024.  

Photograph 6:  View of the west and south façades looking north,  2024.  
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Photograph 7:  View of the east  façade looking northwest,  2024.   
 
 

 
Photograph 8:  View of the east façade looking west,  2024.   
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Photograph 9:  Detai l  of  the east patio and enclosed hexagonal  porch looking south,  
2024.  Note the rear vestibule addit ion to the f irst  f loor,  1969.   
 

 
Photograph 10:  View of the east patio looking east,  2024.   
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Photograph 11:  View ascending the basement stair ,  2024.   
 

 
Photograph 12:  View of the basement lounge and sunken recreation room looking 
south,  2024.   
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Photograph 13:  View of the elevator control  room and closets,  2024.   
 

 
Photograph 14:  View of the sunken recreation room, 2024.  
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Photograph 15:  View of the entrance to the speakeasy,  2024.   
 

 
Photograph 16:  View of the speakeasy looking north,  2024.   
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Photograph 17:  View of the bui lt- in furniture of the speakeasy,  2024.   
 

   
Photographs 18-19:  View of a small  vestibule between the speakeasy and the 
electr ical  room looking south ( left) ;  detai l  of  door paintings,  2024.   
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Photograph 20:  View of the basement electr ical  room looking south,  2024.   
 

 
Photograph 21:  View of the basement laundry room, 2024.  
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Photograph 22:  View of the wine cel lar  looking south,  2024.   
 

 
Photograph 23:  View of the lounge from the sunken recreation room, looking 
northeast,  2024.   
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Photographs 24-25:  View of hal l  c losets and access to the sauna and shower room, 
2024.   
 

   
Photograph 26:  View of the access to the basement storage areas,  2024.   
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Photograph 27:  View of the basement storage,  2024. This  room was l ikely a “beach 
room” according to archival  materials.   
 

 
Photograph 28:  View of the basement storage,  2024.   
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Photograph 29:  View of the f irst  f loor entrance hal l  looking southwest at  the doors 
to the closet,  entrance foyer,  elevator,  and staircase ( left  to r ight),  2024.   
 

 
Photograph 30:  View of the f irst  f loor entrance hal l  looking west at  the dining room 
entrance,  2024.   
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Photograph 31:  View of the f irst  f loor entrance hal l  f i replace,  2024.  
 

 
Photograph 32:  View of the entrance hal l  looking east,  2024.   

Page 58 of 225



   
 

 

445 Sher idan Road,  Winnetka  52 McGuire  Ig lesk i  & Assoc iates ,  Inc .  
Histor ic  Archi tectura l  Impact  Study June 2024  

 
Photograph 33:  View of the entrance hal l  looking toward the l iv ing room entrance,  
2024.   
 

  
Photographs 34-35:  View of the main entrance foyer,  left;  detai l  of  the foyer cei l ing,  
r ight;  2024.   
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Photograph 36:  Detai l  of  the entrance hal l  Batchelder handmade t i le f loor,  2024.  
Source:  McGuire Igleski  & Associates,  Inc.  
 

  
Photographs 37-38:  Powder roof off  of  the entrance hal l ,  2024.   
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Photograph 39:  View of the l iv ing room looking south,  2024.  
 

   
Photographs 40-41:  Detai ls  of  the l iv ing room cei l ing plaster,  2024.   
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Photograph 42:  View of the l iv ing room looking northwest,  2024.   
 

 
Photograph 43:  View of the l iv ing room looking east,  2024.   
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Photograph 44:  View of the f irst  f loor octagonal  tower looking south,  2024.   
 

 
Photograph 45:  View of the f irst  f loor of  the octagonal  tower,  2024.  
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Photographs 46-47:  View of the dining room looking north,  left;  detai l  of  the 
f ireplace,  r ight;  2024.   
 

 
Photograph 48:  View of the bay window sitt ing area in the dining room, 2024.   
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Photographs 49-50:  View of the dining room breakfast nook looking east,  left;  detai l  
of  the ornamental  plaster of  the breakfast nook; 2024.   
 

 
Photograph 51:  Detai l  of  the cei l ing of  the breakfast nook,  2024.   
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Photograph 52:  Detai l  of  the typical  radiator cover and bench on the f irst  f loor of  the 
residence,  2024.   
 

 
Photograph 53:  Detai l  of  the carved architraves of  the dining room, 2024.  
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Photograph 54:  Kitchen entrance,  l ikely remodeled in the 1990s,  2024.   
 

 
Photograph 55:  View of the kitchen looking west,  2024.   
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Photograph 56:  View of the kitchen pantry and stairs  to the exterior and basement,  2024.   
 

 
Photograph 57:  View of the kitchen stairs  looking north,  2024.   
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Photograph 58:  View of the north entrance vestibule,  2024.   
 

   
Photographs 59-60:  View of the central  staircase,  left  ascending,  r ight descending;  
2024.   
 
 

Page 69 of 225



   
 

 

445 Sher idan Road,  Winnetka  63 McGuire  Ig lesk i  & Assoc iates ,  Inc .  
Histor ic  Archi tectura l  Impact  Study June 2024  

   
Photographs 61-62:  Views of  the main staircase landing stained glass,  2024.   
 

   
Photographs 63-64:  Views of  the second f loor passages;  2024.   
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Photograph 65:  View of a second f loor bedroom, looking east,  2024.   
 

   
Photographs 66-67:  Views of  the primary bedroom bath; 2024.   
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Photograph 68:  View of the primary bedroom, 2024.  
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Photograph 69:  View ascending the stairs  to the att ic  level ,  former bal lroom, 2024. 

Photographs 70-71:  Views of  the landing of the att ic  stair  leading to the bal lroom, 
left;  leading to the HVAC closet,  r ight;  2024.   
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Photograph 72:  Views of  the former att ic  bal lroom looking west,  2024.  Source:  
McGuire Igleski  & Associates,  Inc.  
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Photograph 73:  Detai l  of  the att ic  stained glass looking toward the pool  to the west,  
2024.   
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Photograph 74:  E levator Company of  America entrance from the f irst  f loor entrance 
hal l .  The Oscar Bruno Bach-designed door is  open, and the scissor door is  c losed.   
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Photograph 75:  E levator Company of  America Elevator interior and cei l ing.   
 
 
 

Page 77 of 225



   
 

 

445 Sher idan Road,  Winnetka  71 McGuire  Ig lesk i  & Assoc iates ,  Inc .  
Histor ic  Archi tectura l  Impact  Study June 2024  

 
Photograph 76:  The interior s i l l  of  the Elevator Company of  America elevator.  Taken 
from the f irst  f loor entrance hal l .   
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Photographs 77-78:  Detai l  of  the operatorless elevator switches,  left ,  and the scissor 
door handle,  r ight.   
 

 
 
   

Photographs 79-80:  Detai ls  of  the Oscar Bruno Bach door on the elevator,  taken from 
the f irst  f loor entrance hal l .   

Page 79 of 225



   
 

 

445 Sher idan Road,  Winnetka  73 McGuire  Ig lesk i  & Assoc iates ,  Inc .  
Histor ic  Archi tectura l  Impact  Study June 2024  

 
Photograph 81:  View of the west and north elevations of  the garage and pool  house,  
2024.   
 

 
Photograph 82:  View of the east elevation of  the garage and pool  house,  2024.   
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Photograph 83:  View of the south elevation of  the pool  house and pool,  2024.   
 

 
Photograph 84:  View of the interior of  the pool  house looking east,  2024.   
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Photograph 85:  View of the interior of  the pool  house looking north,  2024.   
 

 
Photograph 86:  View of the interior of  the pool  house looking southwest,  2024.   
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Photograph 87:  View of the interior of  the pool  house kitchen, 2024.   
 

 
Photograph 88:  View of the interior of  the pool  house looking south,  2024.   
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Photograph 89:  View descending the pool  house stairs,  2024.   
 

 
Photograph 90:  View of the interior of  the pool  house second f loor,  2024.  Source:  
McGuire Igleski  & Associates,  Inc.  
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APPENDIX D – HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION 
 
 
 

 
Figures 1-2:  Oscar Bach advertisements with photos of  the doors at  445 Sheridan 
Road,  Arts and Decoration Magazine ,  vol .  21-22,  July-December 1924. 
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Figures 3-4:  Batchelder Ti le Company 1927 Catalog ,  selections from patterns used at 
445 Sheridan Road. 
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Figure 5:  Real  estate l ist ing of  445 Sheridan in 1966, after the McMil lan era and 
before W. Clement Stone purchased the property.  Source:  Northern Trust Bank 
Archives,  via the Winnetka Historical  Society.  
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Figure 6:  Newspaper art ic le from the Pioneer Press  about the f ire that occurred in 
1995.   
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Figures 7-8:  Oscar Bruno Bach designed doors on the Lake Forest,  I l l inois,  residence 
Wyldwoode  (architect Harrie T.  L indeberg,  historic  residence of Clyde Carr) .  Credit:  
VHT Studios,  2018.   
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APPENDIX E – SOURCES 
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Date Source Author 
Type Topic Information Gathered Notes 

1/5/1913 Chicago 
Examiner 

Real estate 
transaction Albert Pick 

He owned a highly innovative hotel in Evanston, the Hotel Plymouth (Later called the Uptown Theater). It was on the NW corner of 
Evanston and Leland Avenues. "This is one of the most interesting transactions in the history of North Shore Property." Pick traded 

it for a 4,000-acre farm in Minnesota. 
Page 9 

6/5/1917 

U.S. World 
War I Draft 
Registration 
Cards, 1917-

1918 

Draft Card Albert Pick 
Albert Pick Jr was drafted to WWI 1917-1918 at the age of 21 (one year before the 445 Sheridan property is owned by the family). 

His address is 5300 Hyde Park Blvd. He was born July 2, 1895, in Chicago. He claimed exemption because he was a manager of 
major supply to the government. Surgical glassware. 

Ancestry.com. U.S., World War I Draft Registration 
Cards, 1917-1918 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, 

USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2005. 

1/19/1920 
1920 United 

States Federal 
Census 

Census Record Albert Pick 
Albert Pick Sr. was born in Illinois on May 17, 1869. Lived at 445 Sheridan**, Winnetka Village, New Trier Twp, Cook County in 1920. 

Father born in Austria. Mother was born in Bohemia. He was the President of a Hotel Supply House. He had one German servant. 
He lived with his son Lawrence, daughter Dorothy, daughter Lynne..., and son-in-law Archibald 

Year: 1920; Census Place: New Trier, Cook, Illinois; 
Roll: T625_361; Page: 12A; Enumeration District: 

130 

11/19/1921 Chicago 
Tribune 

Entertainment 
news Albert Pick Musicale was held at 445 Sheridan. Page 11 

3/1/1923 Chicago 
Tribune News Albert Pick Son Lawrence dies of heart attack and Albert has the 445 Sheridan phone line cut to save Mrs. Pick from the news. Page 2 

3/2/1923 Chicago 
Tribune News Albert Pick Son Lawrence dies of heart attack and the funeral service was held at 445 Sheridan. Page 23 

11/16/1925 
National 

Hotel 
Reporter 

News Albert Pick Archibald Lynne is officially working for the Elevator Company of America. Page 4 

12/14/1927 Chicago 
Tribune Obituary Albert Pick 

Father of Albert Pick (Charles Pick) killed in auto accident at the age of 82. He was a Civil War veteran. He was born in Carlsbad, 
Austria. He came to the US in 1857. In 1861 he enlisted in the 23rd Ohio infantry. After the war, he and his brother Alfred (the first) 

opened a China and glass business at 212 Randolph Street, Chicago. The great fire of 1871 destroyed the store, but they rebuilt. 
Charles retired in 1906 and his son Albert II took over.  His wife was Jeannette Chladek, daughter of Dr. Adolph Chladek, a well-

known physician of Chicago's early days. She died in 1918. Charles' funeral was held at 445 Sheridan Road, Winnetka. 

Page 7 

12/18/1927 Chicago 
Tribune News Albert Pick Archibald Lynne is getting divorced from his wife Pauline Pick Lynne. They no longer live at 445 Sheridan, and he works or the 

elevator company. Page 25 

1/1/1928 Chicago 
Tribune Lawsuit Albert Pick Son in law of Albert, Archibald L Lynne is suing his wife Pauline and Albert. Archibald is the VP of the Elevator Company of America.  

4/16/1930 
1930 United 

States Federal 
Census 

Census Record Albert Pick 

Albert Pick, Sr., lives at 445 Sheridan Rd. with wife Gertrude and child Dorothy. They have one servant. The home is valued at 
$25,000. His father is from Austria and mother from Bohemia. His wife has German born parents. His wife was born in Nebraska. 

Albert's job is Operator in Real Estate industry. His daughter Dorothy was a portrait artist and attended Northwestern and The Art 
Institute. 

Year: 1930; Census Place: New Trier, Cook, Illinois; 
Page: 20A; Enumeration District: 2221; FHL 

microfilm: 2340238 

8/15/1931 
National 

Hotel 
Reporter 

Hotel Report Albert Pick Albert Pick owns 16 hotels in 11 cities. The hotel names are listed. Page 1 

11/22/1936 The Miami 
Herald unknown Albert Pick The Picks live at 5800 Sheridan Ave, Miami Beach. Page 21 

6/26/1938 Chicago 
Tribune News Albert Pick Pick went bankrupt in 1933, listing liabilities of five million dollars and assets. He put a $500,000 trust on his wife and child and got 

sued by attorneys alleging he was defrauding his creditors. He had 300 creditors and owed $750,000 to them. Page 27 

7/10/1955 The Miami 
Herald Obituary Albert Pick 

Albert Pick Sr. dies in Miami in 1955 at the age of 86. He owned Albert Pick Hotels Inc., from 1926 (inception) until 1929 when he 
passed it to his son Albert Jr. He owned 25 hotels in 12 states. He was a noted philanthropist and received an honorary Doctor of 

Law degree for his gifts to medicine and music. He donated a music building to the University of Miami. His father started the firm. 
Albert Sr joined the firm in 1887. 

Page 110 
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Date Source Author 
Type Topic Information Gathered Notes 

7/10/1955 
U.S. Find a 

Grave Index, 
1600s-current 

Find a Grave Albert Pick Albert Pick Sr. his father Charles Pick (Prussia), mother Jeanette Pick, son Isidor Albert Pick Jr. and four other children. Albert and 
family are buried in a family section of the Rosehill Cemetery Mausoleum. n/a 

2/6/1958 Notre Dame 
Alumnus 

James E. 
Armstrong, ed. Albert Pick 

Called the Pick family "America's oldest hotel family." He spent three years at Notre Dame as a Minim. He was two when the 
Chicago fire destroyed the company and their family possessions. He was sent to the old Notre Dame Preparatory School when he 
was 12 but left three years later to work for his father. His father bought and tried to resurrect the hotel supply firm. Albert bought 

the company from his father in 1892 and developed it into the nation's largest hotel supply house. He founded the hotel chain in 
1926, and it [now] operates in 27 US cities. 

vol 36 no 1 

1/27/1871 Chicago 
Evening Mail News Albert Pick Albert Pick I and Charles Pick's company was called A. Pick & Co before 1871. Page 4 

12/27/1892 

Cook County, 
Illinois, U.S., 
Marriages 

Index, 1871-
1920 

Marriage 
Announcement Albert Pick Albert Pick II marries Gertrude Frank on 27 December 1892 Film Number 1030221 

12/28/1892 Chicago 
Tribune 

Marriage 
Announcement Albert Pick 

Albert Pick Sr. marries Gertrude Frank on 27 December 1892. Her parents are Mr. and Mrs. Isaac M. Frank. They lived at 3728 
Forest Ave. They held their reception at the Lakeside club. Dr. Emil G. Hirsch of the Sinai Temple conducted the ceremony. The 

married couple will live at 4417 Michigan Ave. 
Page 3 

2/19/1887 Chicago 
Tribune News Albert Pick Charles Pick's warehouse was robbed, and the article details his business dealings. Page 2 

4/5/1874 Chicago 
Tribune 

Bankruptcy / 
Liquidation 

Notice 
Albert Pick Albert Pick company went bankrupt by 1874. The company is located at 105 State St., and it is a crockery business. Page 1 

6/11/1880 
1880 United 

States Federal 
Census 

Census Record Albert Pick Gertrude Pick (wife of Albert) lives with her family, Isac Frank, and Pauline Frank in Chicago. Gertrude is 11. Isac is in the Clothing 
industry. Both parents of Gertrude born in Prussia. Their children were born in Illinois, Iowa, and Nebraska (including Gertrude). 

Tenth Census of the United States, 1880. (NARA 
microfilm publication T9, 1,454 rolls). Records of the 

Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National 
Archives, Washington, D.C. 

9/10/1870 Chicago 
Evening Mail advertisement Albert Pick "Chas. Pick's" company was located at 212 E Randolph, pre 1909 address number. Page 4 

1/1/1914 Sanborn Map Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Co. As-Is Drawings  Chicago 1905-1914 vol. J, 1914, Sheet 96 

1/1/1938 Sanborn Map Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Co. As-Is Drawings  Cook county, North Shore, Illinois, 1938, vol. J, Sheet 

122 

8/9/2023 Plat-of-Survey Greengard, 
INC. As-Is Drawings  Drawn by J.S. 

1/1/1929 

Batchelder-
Wilson 

Company 
Catalog 

Trade catalog Batchelder Batchelder Paver Catalog with photos 52 pages 
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Type Topic Information Gathered Notes 

1/1/1920 

Batchelder-
Wilson 

Company 
Catalog 

Trade catalog Batchelder Batchelder Paver Catalog with photos 42 pages 

1/1/1938 

Design and 
Craftsmanship 
in metals: the 
creative art of 
Oscar B Bach 

Bach Products 
Inc. 

Charles Matlack 
Price Book about Oscar Bruno Bach.  

4/18/1910 
1910 United 

States Federal 
Census 

Census Record James Gellatly 
McMillan 

Emily V. Brady lives in Toledo Ohio; she is 19 years old; she is single; She was born in Ohio; Her parents are Irish/English; Father John 
Brady; Mother Emma E. Brady; The parents immigrated in 1880 (Father) and 1885 (mother); Emily is a teacher at a school; she can 

read and write but did not attend school 

Year: 1910; Census Place: Toledo Ward 5, Lucas, 
Ohio; Roll: T624_1208; Page: 4a; Enumeration 

District: 0071; FHL microfilm: 1375221 

9/5/1919 

New York, 
U.S. Arriving 
Passenger 

and Crew List 
(Including 

Castle Garden 
and Ellis 

Island), 1820-
1957 

Manifest of 
Alien 

Passengers for 
the United 
States, S. S. 

Cretic, 
Passengers 
Sailing from 

Liverpool 

James Gellatly 
McMillan 

James G. McMillan, 38 years old, single, Occupation: Chemist, can read and write in English, Nationality: British, Scotch. Country: 
London England, Nearest relative is Robert McMillan, 49 Perham Road London England, Final Destination: Chicago Illinois 

The National Archives in Washington, DC; 
Washington, DC, USA; Passenger and Crew Lists of 

Vessels Arriving at New York, New York, 1897-1957; 
Microfilm Serial or NAID: T715; RG Title: Records of 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service, 1787-

2004; RG: 85 

2/2/1920 
1920 United 

States Federal 
Census 

Census Record James Gellatly 
McMillan 

James G McMillan is a lodger at 5520 Winthrop Ave in Chicago. He is 38 years old and immigrated in 1919. He was born in Scotland 
as were his parents. His occupation is manager in "Mfg. chemists". He lives with a German family. 

Year: 1920; Census Place: Chicago Ward 25, Cook 
(Chicago), Illinois; Roll: T625_341; Page: 1B; 

Enumeration District: 1437 

5/15/1927 Chicago 
Tribune News James Gellatly 

McMillan 
James G McMillan, president of Wander company, also heads the Villard Building Company who is currently building The Villard 

playhouse, a new construction project in Villa Park on the NW corner of Myrtle and Kenilworth Avenues. Page 3:3 

4/3/1930 
1930 United 

States Federal 
Census 

Census Record James Gellatly 
McMillan 

Lives at 530 Longwood in Glencoe Village, New Trier Twp, Illinois with his wife Emily V., brother Robert G., and two female servants. 
Home value of $41,000. He is 45 y-o and married when he was 38 and Emily was 31. He did not attend school, but he can read and 
write, same with Emily. He and both parents were born in Scotland. Emily was born in Ohio and her parents in "Irish Free State." He 

immigrated in 1919 and his brother in 1925. He is a Manufacturer in the Chemistry industry. 

Year: 1930; Census Place: New Trier, Cook, Illinois; 
Page: 5A; Enumeration District: 2206; FHL microfilm: 

2340238 

4/18/1931 Chicago 
Tribune Al Chase James Gellatly 

McMillan McMillan buys 445 from Albert Pick. Purchase price isn't disclosed, but the home was listed at $275,000. page 27 

4/25/1931 
National 

Hotel 
Reporter 

Real estate 
transaction 

James Gellatly 
McMillan 

"One of the North Shore's largest and most beautiful estates, the Albert Pick Jr. home" has been purchased by James McMillan. It is 
a riparian rights tract and fronts 117 feet in Sheridan Road with a depth of 400 feet to the bluff and 55 feet to the lake shore. It is 

improved with a seventeen room Spanish style home and a three-car garage with a five-room apartment on the second floor. 
page 4 

1/1/1933 
U.S. City 

Directories, 
1822-1995 

Winnetka City 
Directory 1933 

James Gellatly 
McMillan J. G. McMillan, Emily McMillan residence 445 Sheridan Road Page 784 

2/9/1935 Chicago 
Tribune 

Entertainment 
news 

James Gellatly 
McMillan The McMillans hosted a cocktail party at their residence in Winnetka. page 15 
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1/8/1936 Chicago 
Tribune News James Gellatly 

McMillan The salary of James McMillan, president of Wander Co is $165,035. page 63 

3/8/1936 Chicago 
Tribune News James Gellatly 

McMillan 
The same architects and builders for the garage renovation designed and built this house in Highland Park for Mrs. Rodney B Swift, 

wife of former senator (Pine Point Drive and Oak Knoll Terrace). They mention adding an air conditioning system page 40 

1/7/1937 Chicago 
Tribune News James Gellatly 

McMillan The salary of James McMillan, president of Wander Co is $107,047. Down from 1936, which was $165,035; page 25 

6/13/1937 Chicago 
Tribune News James Gellatly 

McMillan 
The same architects and builders for the garage renovation designed and built this house in Highland Park for George Hull (Pine 

Point Drive and Oak Knoll Terrace). They mention adding an air conditioning system page 20 

12/14/1937 

Illinois, U.S., 
Federal 

Naturalization 
Records, 

1856-1991 

Petition for 
Naturalization 

James Gellatly 
McMillan 

Place of residence 445 Sheridan Road, Winnetka, Illinois; Occupation: President and General Manager The Wander Co.; Born in 
Broughty Ferry, Scotland on July 10, 1881; Race is Scotch; Married to Emily on March 26, 1923 at Miami Florida; Emily was born in 

Toledo Ohio on August 24, 1891; No children; Last foreign residence was West Kensington, London, England; emigrated from 
Liverpool lawfully on September 16, 1919 on the vessel Cretic; disavows King George VI; resided in the USA for three years, since 

September 16, 1919 in Cook Co Illinois; Affidavit of witness from Edward Scheidenhelm Jr. Lawyer residing at 704 Lake Ave, 
Wilmette and William T Cresmer at 542 Longwood Ave Glencoe Illinois; filed December 14, 1937 

National Archives at Chicago; Chicago, Illinois; ARC 
Title: Petitions For Naturalization, 1906-1991; NAI 
Number: M1285; Record Group Title: Records of 
District Courts of the United States, 1685-2009; 

Record Group Number: Rg 21 

4/8/1939 Chicago 
Tribune News James Gellatly 

McMillan The salary of James McMillan is $147,429. page 21 

5/16/1939 Chicago 
Tribune News James Gellatly 

McMillan 

Mrs. Emily McMillan and Mrs. John L Kellogg are members of the same Opera Guild. Mrs. McMillan is the president and Mrs. 
Kellogg is a chairman. She developed the Chicago branch of the Illinois Opera Guild. She said, "to put grand opera on a permanent 

foundation in Chicago is the desire of the women who are sponsoring and developing the guild." Includes a photo of Mrs. McMillan. 
The guild was founded by Mrs. McMillan, and it has 450 members. Another co-chair was Mrs. John Alden carpenter (American 

composer) 

page 17 

10/29/1939 Chicago 
Tribune News James Gellatly 

McMillan 

Mrs. Emily McMillan hosted Illinois Opera Guild events at 445 Sheridan. Mrs. Edna Kellogg performed a dramatization to raise 
money to purchase most of the Thursday evening boxes for the use of music students. Opera singers Rose Bampton, Helen Jepson, 

Ezio Pinza, Eleanor La Mance, and Catherine Littlefield performed as well. 
page 89 

3/31/1940 Chicago 
Tribune News James Gellatly 

McMillan 
The McMillans winter in Phoenix Arizona. In this article it explains that they stayed at The Biltmore of Phoenix (part of the Biltmore 

hotel chain). The building was designed by Albert Chase McArthur but with consultation by Frank Lloyd Wright). page 70 

6/6/1940 
1940 United 

States Federal 
Census 

Census Record James Gellatly 
McMillan 

Lives at 445 Sheridan with his wife Emily V. He did not attend school, but he can read and write, same with Emily. He is an executive 
in the food manufacturing industry. 

Year: 1940; Census Place: New Trier, Cook, Illinois; 
Roll: m-t0627-00783; Page: 61A; Enumeration 

District: 16-315B 

12/29/1942 Chicago 
Tribune News James Gellatly 

McMillan Mrs. Emily McMillan is diagnosed with a "long illness" around this time. page 16 

9/7/1943 Chicago 
Tribune News James Gellatly 

McMillan Mrs. McMillan hosted a picnic to benefit Midshipmen at 445 Sheridan Road page 19 

7/13/1947 Chicago 
Tribune News James Gellatly 

McMillan Mrs. McMillan receives citation from the Navy. page 86 
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4/2/1950 
1950 United 

States Federal 
Census 

Census Record James Gellatly 
McMillan 

Lives at 445 Sheridan with his wife Emily, a polish servant Anna and a Japanese Chef Nahaniski. He is a president of a food 
producing and pharmaceutical industry.  Emily's line says something illegible. 

National Archives at Washington, DC; Washington, 
D.C.; Seventeenth Census of the United States, 

1950; Year: 1950; Census Place: Winnetka, Cook, 
Illinois; Roll: 1685; Page: 74; Enumeration District: 

16-510 

7/12/1956 Chicago 
Tribune Photographs James Gellatly 

McMillan Photos of a cocktail party at 445 Sheridan. page 26 

7/23/1959 Chicago 
Tribune Obituary James Gellatly 

McMillan 

Mrs. James G McMillan died in Passavant hospital. She was one of the founders and first president of the Illinois Opera guild and 
was president of the great Lakes Hospital Music league for which she received a navy citation. She was a member of the women's 

board of Passavant hospital. 
page 34 

4/12/1964 Chicago 
Tribune News James Gellatly 

McMillan 
Dedication of an infirmary wing in the Scottish Home. James G. McMillan donated the $160,000. The home was started in 19190 by 

the St. Andrew society to care for the aged of Scottish birth or descent. The society has the motto "Relieve the Distressed." page 63 

5/24/1964 Chicago 
Tribune Obituary James Gellatly 

McMillan 

James G. McMillan, 83, died in his home 445 Sheridan Road. He retired from being president of the A. Wander Company, 
pharmaceutical chemists 13 years prior. His funeral services were eld at 1104 Waukegan Road, Glenview. He started at the 

company as a clerk more than 50 years prior and served as president for 27 years. He was active in the Illinois St. Andrew society, 
and an honorary member of the board of governors of the society's Scottish home, 2800 Desplaines rd., North Riverside. An 

infirmary wing was named after him. Only a niece survives. 

Page 54 

2/27/1985 Chicago 
Tribune News James Gellatly 

McMillan 

The Ovaltine plant was located at 1 Ovaltine Court, Villa Park, Illinois. Dr Albert Wander of Berne Switzerland invented Ovomaltine 
in 1904. The company, Wander Co., was brought to the US by Gottlieb Steiner, Dr. Wander's emissary. He searched for a location 

between 1915 and 1917 when he directed the construction of a plant in Villa Park. The same year, Ovaltine was given to WWI 
soldiers. The Villa Park Ovaltine plant reached its peak size in 1950 with 300 to 400 employees. It was a sponsor of the 1932 

Olympics and continues to be. It sponsored the radio version of Little Orphan Annie in the 1930s, Captain Midnight in the 1940s and 
1950s. It offered over 100 premiums and promotions during those decades. The post office in Villa Park had to be expanded in 1935 

to accommodate all of the Orphan Annie mail. 

page 8:14 

7/10/1881 

Scotland, 
Select Births 

and Baptisms, 
1564-1950 

Birth Record James Gellatly 
McMillan 

James Gellatly McMillan was born on 10 July 1881 in Monifieth, Angus, Scotland to Alexander McMillan and Margaret Gellatly 
McMillan. 

Scotland, Select Births and Baptisms, 1564-1950 
[database on-line]. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 

Operations, Inc., 2014. 

7/10/1883 The Morning 
Times News Lena Morse Gilmore "It is stated that Judge Van H Higgins of Chicago is about to marry Miss Morse of Los Angeles, Cal. Judge Higgins, who is about sixty 

years old is worth in the neighborhood of a million dollars" page 3 

7/11/1883 Los Angeles 
Herald 

Marriage 
Announcement Lena Morse Gilmore 

"Lucky Miss Morse. Chicago July 8, it is stated that Judge Van H Higgins, of this city, is about to marry Miss Mary Morse of Los 
Angeles Cal. Judge Higgins, who is about sixty years old, is worth in the neighborhood of a million dollars. His wife died a year ago 

and the Judge has been quite ill since then. In October Miss Morse, who is a niece of his late wife, came here and tended him during 
his illness. The story goes that she has returned to Los Angeles and that the Judge will join her there after a visit to the hot springs 

at Los Vegas." 

page 3 

4/8/1886 San Francisco 
Examiner News Lena Morse Gilmore The Misses Jessie, Kate, and Sallie Morse returned from Chicago last week and will remain in the city about three months while 

their sister Mrs. Van H Higgins is in Europe. page 2 

04/18/1893 The Inter 
Ocean Article 

The Inter 
Ocean Lena Morse Gilmore 

April 17, 1893, is the death date for Judge Higgins. He died on while picking up a pet dog in Beloit Wisconsin. He was born in 
Genesee Co NY Feb 20, 1821. Came to Chicago in 1837. Moved away and came back to Chicago in 1852. Elected to the legislature in 
1858. Then Superior Court Judge of Chicago. He retired and was elected to the presidency of the National Life insurance company of 

page 8 
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the US. Also, to the management of Rosehill Cemetery, and was a principal owner. He was an "intimate friend of Abraham Lincoln" 
and heavily supported the Union during the war. 

10/20/1896 Chicago 
Tribune  News Lena Morse Gilmore She had part ownership of the Hooley Theater. page 2 

12/11/1898 Chicago 
Tribune 

Marriage 
Announcement Lena Morse Gilmore Mrs. Van H. Higgins is what Lena was called. She lives at 4948 Woodlawn Ave Chicago. Married Dr. A P Gilmore. Higgins was a judge. Page 18 

2/3/1892 

Illinois, U.S., 
Wills and 
Probate 
Records, 

1772-1999 

Will of Van 
Higgins Lena Morse Gilmore Judge Van Higgins left Lena $200,000 in his will based on a prenuptial agreement. He also left her his real and personal property of 

every kind. It is for her exclusive use only. However, he left his current residence and equine property to Lena and her four sisters. 
Record of Wills, 1879-1928; Author: Illinois. Probate 

Court (Cook County); Probate Place: Cook, Illinois 

3/10/1896 San Francisco 
Examiner News Lena Morse Gilmore Mrs. A. C. Morse and her two daughters Mrs. Van H Higgins and Miss Morse, have returned from Chicago and are residing in 

Oakland. page 9 

3/21/1895 Sacramento 
Bee News Lena Morse Gilmore 

Van Higgins death account by his first law partner, Col Henry Starr. His estate is one million dollars’ worth of personal property, and 
170,000 of real estate. Starr and Higgins went to school together and they parted ways when Starr headed for the gold rush. Van 

stayed in Chicago and made a million dollars. Van was a big strapping fellow and very fond of pets. "He had a beautiful hunting dog 
of which he was very fond. Someone stole the dog. Sometime afterwards he heard of the dog in a lumbering camp in the northern 
part of the state. He went up there to get the dog from a saloon owner, but the saloon owner didn't want to give up the dog. Van 

got excited and seized and dropped dead. 

page 1 

4/14/1898 

Illinois 
Statewide 

Death Index, 
Pre 1916 

Death Record Lena Morse Gilmore Van Higgins died in April 1898 at the age of 48. Certificate Number: 00007838 

5/3/1893 Los Angeles 
Express news Lena Morse Gilmore An account of what Van Higgins did to get his money page 4 

8/8/1893 Oakland 
Tribune news Lena Morse Gilmore Lena went to visit her sisters in Santa Cruz after Higgins died page 8 

7/14/1896 Chicago 
Chronicle 

Chicago 
Chronicle Lena Morse Gilmore She had part ownership in the Adams Express Building. page 8 

6/2/1900 Federal 
Census 

United States 
Government Lena Morse Gilmore Born August 1861 in California. Lives at 4948 Woodlawn Ave, Chicago. Married to A. P. Gilmore in 1898. Father A. C. Morse who was 

born in Illinois. Mother born in England. In 1900 she had six servants and no children. But she lived with her husband's relatives. 

Year: 1900; Census Place: Chicago Ward 32, Cook, 
Illinois; Roll: 286; Page: 2; Enumeration District: 

1031 

10/26/1906 

Illinois, U.S., 
Wills and 
Probate 
Records, 

1772-1999 

Last Will and 
Testament Lena Morse Gilmore Arnold P Gilmore has a short will which says that all of his property both real and personal to his wife Lena M Gilmore Record of Wills, Book 54-55, 1906-1907 
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11/23/1910 Chicago 
Tribune News Lena Morse Gilmore 

Gilmore buys "homestead" on north shore from E. Percy Maynard, Alfred C. Maynard, and Guy F. Maynard for $40,000. "The 
property is one of the most attractive on the north shore." Beautifully wooded. The house is of a frame structure of fourteen 

rooms. Gilmore now lives there. 

Mrs. A. P. Lena Gilmore (nee. Morse) often 
newspapers say Mrs. Lena M. Gilmore 

1/1/1912 The 
Messenger news Lena Morse Gilmore Gilmore bought the property in 1910 and lived in the Maynard house until 1912 when, according to an article in the January 1912 

issue of The Messenger, she built “a new residence on her property.” 
 

1/1/1912 U.S. City 
Directory 

U.S. City 
Directory Lena Morse Gilmore Lena Gilmore lives at 445 Sheridan Road officially. U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995 [database on-line]. 

Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2011. 

2/9/1914 Los Angeles 
Times News Lena Morse Gilmore Mrs. A P Gilmore and maid and Miss Isabell Gilmore and Mrs. W. P. Pinney of Winnetka, IL have taken a suite at the Alexandria page 8 

11/12/1919 Chicago 
Tribune Al Chase Lena Morse Gilmore Lena Gilmore sold 445 Sheridan to Albert Pick for 100,000. It has two and a half acres fronting Sheridan Road and extending to the 

lake shore. Built seven years ago with a Spanish type roof. Lena lives in California. page 21 

11/13/1919 
National 

Hotel 
Reporter 

unknown Lena Morse Gilmore Mrs. Gilmore at 445 Sheridan Road sold her home to Albert pick, president of Albert Pick & Co. (well-known hotel and restaurant 
purveying firm) for 100,000. includes two and a half acres. page 4 

9/12/1920 San Francisco 
Examiner News Lena Morse Gilmore Lena and Isabel from Chicago are often on the golf course at the Del Monte. Isabel is considered one of the most beautiful girls in 

Chicago. They have been at the Del Monte for weeks and enjoy motoring. page 13 

12/3/1920 San Francisco 
Examiner News Lena Morse Gilmore She and Isabel are at the Fairmont hotel for the first few months of the year and then they will go to El Mirasol Santa Barbara for 

the remainder of the winter. page 11 

11/21/1921 San Francisco 
Bulletin News Lena Morse Gilmore Isabel married Frederick Van Sicklin Jr. She has lived in San Francisco a year but has gone into society and made friends. She and her 

mother came from Chicago. They have an apartment at the St. Regis. The couple must have met at the Fairmont Page 15 

5/21/1924 Oakland 
Tribune News Lena Morse Gilmore 

The apartments of Mrs. Arnold P Gilmore at St Regis, San Francisco hosted the wedding of Isabel Gilmore (Van Sicklen) to Lawrence 
Kendall Requa, son of Mark Lawrence Requa of Standard Oil. Mrs. Eric Pedley of Pasadena was the matron of honor. The groom is 

the grandson of California pioneers. 
page 21 

9/20/1947 

California, 
U.S., Death 

Index, 1940-
1997 

State of 
California Lena Morse Gilmore Lena Morse was born 28 Aug 1858, died 20 Sep 1947 in Santa Barbara California. Mother maiden name Apsey, father Morse another source said she was born August 1861 

9/20/1947 
U.S., Find a 
Grave Index 

1600s-Current 
Find a Grave Lena Morse Gilmore 

Birth 28 August 1858 died 20 Sep 1947 (88y.o.) Born in Tehama County (Nor. Cal.). Died Santa Barbara California. Buried at the 
Santa Barbara Cemetery in plot room 2 group J, Niche 39. Father Amos Clark Morse, Mother Sarah C. Apsey. She was married to 

Judge Van Hollis Higgins in 1883 and to Dr. Arnold Plumer Gilmore in 1898. 
Memorial ID 88577378 

1/7/1900 Chicago 
Tribune News Maynard Family Alfred (Fred) Maynard was the Attorney General. page 3 

3/20/1907 Chicago 
Tribune News Maynard Family E. Percy Maynard was a realtor. page 16 

4/1/1928 
The American 
Magazine of 

Art 

J. Monroe 
Hewlett Oscar Bruno Bach Academic paper on the works and processes of Oscar Bach. 

HEWLETT, J. MONROE. “OSCAR BACH—CRAFTSMAN 
IN METAL.” The American Magazine of Art 19, no. 4 

(1928): 189–94. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23931101. 
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1/1/2016 
Metropolitan 

Museum 
Journal 

Patricia C. 
Pongracz Oscar Bruno Bach Oscar Bach also designed the doors for Temple Emanu-El's Forty-Third Street Synagogue. 

PONGRACZ, PATRICIA C. “Louis Comfort Tiffany’s 
Designs for American Synagogues (1889–1926).” 

Metropolitan Museum Journal 51 (2016): 148–61. 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26455371. 

1/1/2020 
Metropolitan 
Museum of 

Art Collection 

On view at The 
Met Fifth 
Avenue in 

Gallery 774; 
American Wing 

Oscar Bruno Bach 
Title: Humidor; Maker: Oscar Bruno Bach (1884–1957); Date: ca. 1926; Culture: American; Medium: Silver, silver-gilt, copper and 

wood; Dimensions: 5 × 6 7/8 × 11 3/4 in. (12.7 × 17.5 × 29.8 cm); Credit Line: Gift of Jacqueline Loewe Fowler, 2020; Accession 
Number: 2021.14.19 

 

1/1/1992 
Metropolitan 
Museum of 

Art Collection 

On view at The 
Met Fifth 
Avenue in 

Gallery 774; 
American Wing 

Oscar Bruno Bach 
Title: Bowl and Stand; Maker: Oscar Bruno Bach (1884–1957); Date: ca. 1923-24; Culture: American; Medium: Copper (patinated), 
bronze, iron; Dimensions: H. 43 1/2 in. (110.5 cm); Diam. 21 1/2 in. (54.6 cm); Credit Line:  Purchase, William Cullen Bryant Fellows 

Gifts, 1992; Accession Number: 1992.393a, b 
 

7/1/1924 Arts & 
Decoration Advertisement Oscar Bruno Bach Advertisement includes photos of the doors that Oscar Bruno Bach designed for Albert Pick at 445 Sheridan Road. page 4 

2/1/1928 Arts & 
Decoration Advertisement Oscar Bruno Bach Advertisement includes Oscar Bruno Bach works of art, including boxes and what looks like a radiator cover. page 79 

10/1/1934 Architecture 
magazine Eugene Clute Oscar Bruno Bach Article about Oscar Bach's metal work in the 30s, and discusses Oscar Bach, title "Today's craftsmanship in combining metals" page 203-208 

5/5/1957 New York 
Times Obituary Oscar Bruno Bach 

Died at age 72, died at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York City. His work is seen in the RCA Building, the Empire State Building, the 
New York Trust Co., and more. He designed a bible for Pope Leo XIII. His studio was at La Maison Francaise, 610 Fifth Ave and he 

lived at 962 Fifth Ave. 
page 88 

7/11/2018 Mansion 
Global 

Joseph 
Charney Oscar Bruno Bach Lake forest mansion (Wyldwoode) by architect Harrie T Lindeberg in 1900 with Oscar Bach doors.  

8/19/1940 TIME Article Oscar Bruno Bach TIME article about Oscar Bach's work and the science behind the Bachite process, "the American Cellini."  

1/1/1919 Oscar Bach 
Website Bibliography Oscar Bruno Bach 

“1919 Albert Pick esq. residence 445 Sheridan Road Winnetka, Illinois: wrought iron and bronze entrance door, and wrought iron 
door with bronze figures.” (sources: Arts & Decoration, December 1924, p. 4; M. Price, Design & Craftsmanship in Metals, the 

Creative Art of Oscar B. Bach, c. 1938, p. 22; Caroline Thomas Harnsberger, Winnetka: The Biography of a Village, 1977, p. 47; Heidi 
Nasstrom-Evans, Chronology of Oscar Bruno Bach's (1884-1957) Career, 2000). 

 

4/17/1939 TIME "Science: 
Colored Steel" Oscar Bruno Bach A biography about Oscar Bach and about his inventions in metal, creating a non-corrosive iron.  

9/8/1936 Building 
Permit 

Village of 
Winnetka Renovation/Addition Alteration to garage and servants’ quarters building. Cost $2,000. Brick and Frame. Architect Ames Ross & Karl Rabig. Builder J.T. 

Schless Construction Co. Permit #4383. 
 

5/20/1969 Building 
Permit 

Village of 
Winnetka Renovation/Addition Construct Garage to Present Coach house. Cost $10,000. Brick, stucco, and concrete. Architect Roy B. Blass. Builder Carl Hartman. 

Permit #8658 
 

12/7/1970 Building 
Permit 

Village of 
Winnetka Renovation/Addition Construct vestibule for rear entry. Cost $1,000. Wood and stucco. Architect Roy B. Blass. Carpenter Paul Peterson, Bldrs. Permit 

#8873 
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9/19/1989 Building 
Permit 

Village of 
Winnetka Renovation/Addition Addition and renovation of coach house. Cost $150,000. Architect Konstant Architecture. Builder Athens Construction. Mason Andy 

Masonry. 
 

10/17/1937 Chicago 
Tribune News Roy B. Blass Roy B. Blass, architect hired by CW Stone and was one half of the design team who designed Lustron Homes, also "modernized" 

interiors as a side job. page 40 

6/5/1945 

Michigan 
Society of 
Architects 

Weekly 
Bulletin 

Biography Roy B. Blass 

Roy Blass was born on June 23, 1907, in Buffalo, N.Y.. Went to school at the University of Michigan. Roy became registered in 
Illinois. The Blass office was opened in Chicago in 1934, in Wilmette in 1940. The Chicago office is closed for the duration but the 

other has been going strong, what with a number of smaller defense plants, done in record time. Postwar projects are now taking 
over. His work has been largely in the field of theatres, restaurants, night clubs and bars. His other work includes office buildings, 

interiors, shops, clinics and the better class of residences. He leans toward simplicity and his work is good, modern and functional. 
He likes to carry out his designs completely, including the mechanical trades, furnishings and equipment. His force generally 

includes about three, plus outside help when needed. 

Editor Talmage C. Hughes, Volume 19, Number 23, 
Detroit, Michigan 

2/3/1969 Chicago 
Tribune News Roy B. Blass 

Blass redesigned and "modernized" the interior of this Victorian mansion for an eclectic artist Zelda Wolock Werner". The walls 
were made of handmade brick, a massive garden door, stained glass arches synagogue windows, installed a new kitchen, baths and 
vestibules, craftsmen beveled all the glass and mirrors, they properly laid Pietra dura "the old fashioned way", vignettes of tiling are 
laid throughout, added a tall French commode in bleached walnut, marble Victorian fireplace, custom dyed wall paper and painted 

walls. 

page 38 

10/3/1981 Chicago 
Tribune Obituary Roy B. Blass In a list of the works of Roy Blass, the first project listed is the W. Clement Stone house. He "did interior design in Chicago". Member 

of AIA and an engineer. page 80 

6/22/2003 Lincoln 
Journal Star Biography Roy B. Blass Roy B. Blass, architect hired by CW Stone, was one half of the design team who designed Lustron Homes. Beckman and Blass drew 

the original specifications in the 1930s. Blass had a relationship with Chicago Vitreous and that's how the relationship started. page 18 

5/4/1902 

Cook County, 
Illinois, U.S., 

Birth 
Certificates 
Index, 1871-

1922 

Birth Record W. Clement Stone Born William Clement Stein in Chicago, Father Lewis Stein, Mother Anna Margaret Gunn 

"Illinois, Cook County Birth Certificates, 1878–1922." 
Index. FamilySearch, Salt Lake City, Utah, 2009. 

Illinois. Cook County Birth Certificates, 1878–1922. 
Illinois Department of Public Health. Division of Vital 

Records, Springfield. 

9/3/1902 

Cook County, 
Illinois, U.S., 
Marriages 

Index, 1871-
1920 

Marriage 
Announcement W. Clement Stone The parents of Jessie Tarson were married in Chicago. Her mother was Martha Weiner (17) and father Adam Tarczon (22) 

Ancestry.com. Cook County, Illinois, U.S., Marriages 
Index, 1871-1920 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, 

USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2011. 

1/1/1917 

U.S., World 
War I Draft 
Registration 
Cards, 1917-

1918 

Draft Card W. Clement Stone The father of Jessie Stone was divorced from her mother before 1917. He was born on October 15, 1879. He is in the Nickel-Plating 
business. 

United States, Selective Service System. World War I 
Selective Service System Draft Registration Cards, 

1917-1918. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and 
Records Administration. M1509, 4,582 rolls. Imaged 

from Family History Library microfilm. 

1/7/1920 
1920 United 

States Federal 
Census 

Census Record W. Clement Stone Jessie V Tarson age 16; attended school; born in Illinois; Father and mother both Polish and speak Polish, but the Mother Martha 
was born in Illinois; Father not listed; Her mother has a job which is listed but illegible 

Year: 1920; Census Place: Chicago Ward 25, Cook 
(Chicago), Illinois; Roll: T625_341; Page: 7A; 

Enumeration District: 1417 
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5/21/1923 Chicago 
Tribune 

Marriage 
Announcement W. Clement Stone Martha Tarson of 5046 Glenwood Avenue announces the marriage of her daughter Jessie Verna to W. Clement Stone, son of Mrs. 

Anna Stein of Detroit. Wedding set for June 16, 1923. page 23 

4/8/1930 
1930 United 

States Federal 
Census 

Census Record W. Clement Stone Adam Tarczon is divorced and living with his brother 

United States of America, Bureau of the Census. 
Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930. 

Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration, 1930. T626, 2,667 rolls. 

4/8/1930 
1930 United 

States Federal 
Census 

Census Record W. Clement Stone 
He lives at 2772 Garrison Ave. with Jessie V., wife, Wendall Q., son; and Myrtle Lewis, maid; home value $35,000. WC is 26, Jessie is 

25, they married at the ages of 21 and 19. He attended school, but Jessie did not. The couple and all four parents were born in 
Illinois. WC is an insurance broker 

Year: 1930; Census Place: Evanston, Cook, Illinois; 
Page: 11A; Enumeration District: 2140; FHL 

microfilm: 2340235 

4/2/1940 
1940 United 

States Federal 
Census 

Census Record W. Clement Stone City of Evanston; lives at 2772 Garrison; home value is $73,000. Lives there with Jessie V., wife; Wendal C., son; Donna J., daughter; 
Norman, son; 

Year: 1940; Census Place: Evanston, Cook, Illinois; 
Roll: m-t0627-00779; Page: 1A; Enumeration 

District: 16-209 

2/16/1942 

U.S. World 
War II Draft 
Cards Young 
Men, 1940-

1947 

Draft Card W. Clement Stone William Clement Stone; place of residence 2772 Garrison Ave. Evanston, Illinois; He is 39 years old; Born in Chicago on 5-4-1902; 
Owns own business: Combined Co. at 2316 Sheridan Road Chicago; 5ft 7in 180 lb. with blue eyes and black hair. 

National Archives at St. Louis; St. Louis, Missouri; 
WWII Draft Registration Cards For Illinois, 

10/16/1940-03/31/1947; Record Group: Records of 
the Selective Service System, 147; Box: 1749 

12/11/1947 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Merger of Combined Mutual Casualty Company, Chicago merged with the Philadelphia branch. page 62 

12/4/1949 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Illinois is the headquarters of Combined Insurance Co. due to merger with Cica Insurance Co Page 78 

4/1/1950 
1950 United 

States Federal 
Census 

Census Record W. Clement Stone W Clement Stone born in about 1903, married, lives at 2772 Garrison in Evanston, works in private insurance, owns the business, 
lives with Jessie, Donna, and Norman Stone and Anna S Hintz maid. 

National Archives at Washington, DC; Washington, 
D.C.; Seventeenth Census of the United States, 

1950; Year: 1950; Census Place: Evanston, Cook, 
Illinois; Roll: 2545; Enumeration District: 107-79 

10/25/1953 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone He wrote an ad for his friend Napoleon Hill's book How to Raise your Own Salary. He says the 17 principles in the book helped Stone 

to pyramid a hundred-dollar investment into a multi-million-dollar premium income. page 213 

7/23/1954 

Rio de 
Janeiro, 
Brazil, 

Immigration 
Cards, 1900-

1965 

Immigration 
Card W. Clement Stone Jessie Verna Stone travelled to Brazil with a temporary admittance; She was born in Chicago October 30, 1903; She is American; she 

is married; Her father is Adam Tarson and mother Martha Tarson; Her profession is homemaker; she lives in Evanston, Illinois 

Group 9, 004917540 Ancestry.com. Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, Immigration Cards, 1900-1965 [database on-
line]. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 

2016. 

3/24/1955 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Stone offers to give time off with pay for employees who work as poll watchers in the April 5, 1955, election. page 7 
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9/26/1955 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Stone is one of seven US businessmen who will tour the "Orient" to promote good will for the American system of free enterprise. page 62 

12/5/1957 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Stone assisted with raising money for the Uptown Boys Club, aka the Pedersen-McCormick Boys and Girls Club at 4835 N Sheridan 

Road, or Gunnison and Sheridan. page 76 

12/29/1957 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Stone is affiliated with Uptown Boys Club which is raising 1,000,000 dollars page 86 

10/5/1958 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Stone urged Chicagoans to host Senior high school students from the south who are unable to attend their schools due to 

"Integration disputes." The call is open for students of all races… but no families accepted or asked for help. page 12 

11/5/1958 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone First mention of PMA, at a talk for high schoolers page 11 

10/18/1959 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Stone's company held their annual conference in the new Hawaiian state, he paid for his employees to go. This became an annual 

tradition. page 144 

6/19/1960 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone 

Stone is the general manager of the Napoleon Hill Institute in Chicago. He "turned $100 into a $35,000,000 fortune". President of 
the Combined Insurance Co of America and three subsidiary insurance companies and publisher of Success Unlimited magazine. Hill 

and Stone wrote a new book "Success Thru a Positive Mental Attitude" 
page 128 

8/25/1960 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone 

Tells the story of his acquisition of the Pennsylvania branch in 1947. The company wanted to sell it for 1.6 million dollars. Stone 
went to a bank and asked for a loan of 1.6 million to buy the company. They asked how long of a loan he wanted, and he said three 
months. He purchased the company and sold off all of its liquid assets, ash, government bonds, and high-grade securities until he 

had 1.1 million dollars. He paid the bank that amount, and then took out another loan from a separate bank for 500,000 dollars and 
finished paying off the 1.6-million-dollar loan. 

page 91 

11/28/1961 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone He donated $650,000 to establish the Interlochen arts academy, an extension of the National Music camp. page 35 

12/13/1961 Suburbanite 
Economist News W. Clement Stone Stone donated $30,000 to create a health clinic at Casa Central 40 N. Ashland; and $6,000 for the Music center there. It is a 

community center which serves the Puerto Rican Community as well as other Spanish speaking newcomers to the city. page 4 

1/13/1962 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone He is now the president of the Chicago Boys Club. page 74 

3/27/1962 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone He tells a story of how he used to hand out cigars to doormen at vaudeville shows to be let in. Important part is he says he was 19 

selling insurance in Detroit. page 31 

10/19/1962 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone 

Stone donated one million dollars and a pledge of 40-70,000 annually to support a 10-year study in memorial of Susan Rebecca 
Stone to study immunochemistry, aging process, and tissue grafting of organs. This was for a new research program at the Evanston 

hospital. Research will be completed by Dr. George F. Springer. 
page 18 

11/19/1962 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Works with inmates to rehabilitate using "Go-power" or the inner urge that releases the unlimited force of the subconscious mind 

of the individual. page 4 

3/21/1963 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Pledged to donate one wheelchair for every 25,000 cigarette packages collected in order to promote people to stop smoking. page 3 

7/8/1964 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Stone purchased 12 million dollars of stock from Webcor, Inc. makers of home appliances, tape recorders, and phonographs. page 59 
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7/30/1964 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone 

The previous week, Stone was sitting on his screened porch in Evanston home overlooking Lake Michigan. He went to Senn High 
School. He lives at 8 Milburn Street. He's credited for assisting with the revitalization of the Uptown neighborhood. He was the 

"Uptown man of the Year" by the Uptown Chicago commission. His offices are there, he helped with the construction of the boys 
and girls club there. Uptown is home to many American Indians and senior citizens. He said the neighborhood did not have a bright 

future, it was deteriorating, and it was formerly a fashionable section of the city. The reversal of the deterioration began seven 
years ago. when the boys club began. 4835 Sheridan Road. He said of his childhood that he was reared on the south side in a pretty 

tough neighborhood. He went to Northwestern, sold his first insurance policy at 16 and owned an insurance agency at 20. He is 
chairman of the board of the American Foundation of religion and Psychiatry, director of CARE, and trustee of the National Music 

camp, Interlochen, Michigan. 

page 69 

11/8/1964 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone He coauthored a book with Norma Lee Browning, a famous journalist who wrote about the celebrities she met while in Hollywood. page 253 

1/11/1965 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone He donated $1 for every $2 donated to the restoration of Hull House page 8 

5/27/1965 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone First mention of W Clement and Jessie V Stone Foundation page 27 

5/30/1965 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Stone is thanked by former VP Richard Nixon for donating to the Boys Clubs. Photo of the two shaking hands. They say the two are 

close personal friends page 68 

11/4/1965 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Stones are still living at 8 Milburn Road, Evanston page 3 

2/13/1966 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone He owns an art gallery in his office building and sponsors artist Salvatore Salla to create a exhibition. page 152 

1/8/1967 Chicago 
Tribune 

Real estate 
transaction W. Clement Stone 

Empty lakefront mansion 445 Sheridan Road owned by Albert Pick was purchased by the Stones last spring. They will host a young 
women's auxiliary of the Women's Club of Evanston meeting/press party. They don’t live there; it says that they are currently of 

Evanston. 
page 323 

8/17/1967 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Very good article. Stones recently purchased 445 Sheridan and are doing lots of renovations. Mrs. Stone is still having parties there. 

Lists what changes they are making page 1 

7/28/1968 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Richard Nixon will hold a youth workshop held at W. Clement Stone's 200-acre estate, Hidden Brook, in Barrington with 400 youth 

to attend. Senator Howard Baker of Tennessee will speak. page 5 

8/4/1968 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone He is one of the three wealthiest men in Chicago. He was appointed an alternate at-large delegate at the G.O.P. state convention. 

He is the largest contributor to the campaigns of Nixon and Ogilvie. page 247 

9/1/1968 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Stone owns an art gallery, the Stone-Brandel Center gallery started by himself and Paul W. Brandel which is featuring six artists: 

Harry Breen, Frank Gunter, Harvey Harris, Kenneth Holder, Marvin Klaven, and Sam Parker. page 82 

10/29/1968 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Artist Frank Gallo sculpted a likeness of Daniel Pope Cook and W Clement Stone received it as the chairman of the Cook County 

Sesquicentennial committee. page 26 
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12/24/1969 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Stone used to host Chicago families at his 255-acre farm Hidden Brook in Barrington Illinois to cut down Christmas trees. He used 

the money to plant more trees. page 14 

6/27/1970 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Bob Hope hosted a ball which honored W Clement Stone page 9 

7/19/1971 The Daily 
Herald News W. Clement Stone Ladies of the Consular Corps had a luncheon at the home of Mrs. W. Clement Stone in Winnetka. page 59 

6/4/1973 

The 
Committee 

for the 
Preservation 
of the White 

House 

Meeting 
Minutes W. Clement Stone Mr. Stone was on the Committee for the Preservation of the White House. His address is listed as 445 Sheridan Road. page 19 

9/16/1975 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Stone's daughter Donna Stone is hosting a Venetian Night dinner dance on the grounds of 445 Sheridan Road to raise $50,000 for 

the Prevention of Child Abuse on October 12, 1975. page 32 

7/12/1988 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Owned Innisfail II, a David Adler estate in Lake Forest. page 2H 

7/4/1989 Chicago 
Tribune News W. Clement Stone Clement Stone's 255-acre farm, Hidden Brook in Barrington, IL. has been sold to the Wynstone golf course and development. The 

course will be designed by famed golf course designer Jack Nicklaus. Includes photos of Stone. page 35 

9/15/2004 South Florida 
Sun Sentinel Obituary W. Clement Stone 

Jessie V Stone died at 100 years old and gave millions for education. She died in her home in Winnetka. Died exactly two years after 
her husband. She was a founder and board member of the W. Clement and Jessie V Stone Foundation which makes grants for 

education and child development. The foundation has given $200 million. She was born in Chicago on 10,30,1903. She was the first 
president of the Women's auxiliary of the Robert R. McCormick Boys Club (now the Boys and Girls Club) in Chicago and volunteered 

for the Chicago Maternity Center. Her daughter Donna started the group Prevent Child abuse America. Donna died in 1985. 

page 41 

3/18/2005 Chicago 
Tribune 

Real estate 
transaction W. Clement Stone 

Great article about the house. It is on the market for 12 million dollars. It is a Spanish Style Villa and has a palatial dining room with 
five crystal chandeliers, an elevator with beveled mirrors, and a third floor ballroom. In the North Shore mansions are replacing 
teardowns at a steady pace. In Lake Forest 25 homes on the market are priced at more than 5 million. Property is being sold by 

Koenig and Strey. In the year 2000 the Brach Candy heir home on Sheridan was sold for 12 million and then torn down. The average 
sale price in Winnetka is 1.4 million. Stone mansion is 10,000 sqft. It has been on the market for two months after Jessie Stone's 

death. Two stone pillars with the letter S engraved mark the head of the curved driveway. Living room with "sculpted" ceiling with a 
painted cloud scene. The house was on the market in 1964 for $180,000. The taxes as of today [2005] are $63,000. The Stones 
moved into the house in 1966 but kept an estate in Lake Forest. But they used the house most when Stone was affiliated with 

Republican politicians. Stone donated 7.2 million to Richard Nixon before he resigned in 1974. Stone took a long time to move in 
because he had artists paint the walls instead of hanging wallpaper according to Dave Brown of Wilmette who talked Illinois politics 

in Stone's hexagonal office which offers a view of Lake Michigan from three windows. The family played bridge under the cloud 
ceiling in the living room. Four-bedroom suites each with bathrooms, sitting areas, and dressing rooms. Carved oak fireplace and a 

"delightful marble step-up bay for tete-a-tete dining. Unknown architect. 

Page 1 and 10 

1/1/2023 

W. Clement 
and Jessie 

Stone 
Foundation 

Biography W. Clement Stone 

The W Clement and Jessie Stone Foundation began in 1958. Mr. Stone wrote three books with his optimism theory "Success 
Through a Positive Mental Attitude," "The Success System that Never Fails" and "The Other Side of the Mind" his belief was that 

anyone can become successful no matter how poor his start in life. He was born in 1902 and grew up in Chicago. He sold 
newspapers at the age of six. As a teen he started the Combined Insurance Company of America with an initial investment of $100. 

It became a multi-million-dollar business and became an Aon Corporation in the 1980s. He married his high school sweetheart 
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Jessie Verna Tarson in 1923 and they had three children. Mr. Stone died in September 2002 at the age of 100 and Mrs. Stone in 
2004. 
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ADDENDUM A – REAL ESTATE LISTING PHOTOGRAPHS 

All  Photos by @properties,  Christies International Real  Estate,  2022.  

Photograph 1:  View of the exterior looking east;  2022.  

Photograph 2:  View of the exterior looking east;  2022.  
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Photograph 3:  View of the exterior front façade, looking east;  2022.  

Photograph 4:  View  of the exterior rear façade, looking west;  2022.  
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Photograph 5:  View of the exterior rear patio,  looking south; 2022.  

Photograph 6:  View of the exterior,  looking west;  2022.  

Page 107 of 225



445 Sher idan Road,  Winnetka  101 McGuire  Ig lesk i  & Assoc iates ,  Inc .  
Histor ic  Archi tectura l  Impact  Study June 2024 

Photograph 7:  View of the f irst  f loor s itt ing room, looking east;  2022.  

Photograph 8:  View of the f irst  f loor s itt ing room, looking east;  2022.  
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Photograph 9:  View of the f irst  f loor l iv ing room, looking south; 2022.  

Photograph 10: View of the f irst  f loor l iv ing room, looking east;  2022.  
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Photograph 11: View of the f irst  f loor l iv ing room, looking northwest;  2022.  

Photograph 12: View of the f irst  f loor l iv ing room, looking southwest;  2022.  
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Photograph 13: View of the off ice,  f irst  f loor,  looking southwest;  2022.  

Photograph 14: View of the f irst  f loor dining room, looking west;  2022.  
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Photograph 15: View of the f irst  f loor dining room, looking east;  2022.  

Photograph 16: View of the f irst  f loor breakfast nook,  looking east;  2022.  
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Photograph 17: View of the f irst  f loor dining room, looking south;  2022.  

Photograph 18: View of the f irst-f loor entry vestibule and stairs,  looking west;  2022.  
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Photograph 19: View of the elevator interior,  looking west;  2022.  

Photograph 20: View of the second-f loor entry s itt ing room, looking east;  2022.  
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Photograph 21: View of the second f loor primary bedroom, looking south; 2022.  

Photograph 22: View from the second f loor s itt ing room, looking east;  2022. 
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Photograph 23: View of the second f loor primary bathroom, looking southwest;  2022.  

Photograph 24: View of the second f loor primary bathroom, looking east;  2022.  
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Photograph 25: View of a second f loor bedroom, looking south; 2022.  

Photograph 26: View a second f loor bathroom, looking south;  2022. 
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Photograph 27: View of the basement s itt ing area,  looking south; 2022.  

Photograph 28: View of the basement speakeasy,  looking northeast;  2022.  
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Photograph 29: View of the basement speakeasy,  looking east;  2022.  

Photograph 30: View of the basement speakeasy,  looking west;  2022.  
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Photograph 31: View of the basement speakeasy,  looking southwest;  2022.  

Photograph 32: View of the basement recreation room, looking south; 2022. 
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Photograph 33: View of the basement recreation room, looking southeast;  2022.  

Photograph 34: View of the basement recreation room, looking southeast;  2022.  
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Photograph 35: View of the southeast exterior of  the pool house; 2022.  

Photograph 36: View of the south elevation of  the pool  house; 2022. 
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Photograph 37: View of the f irst  f loor of  the pool  house,  looking northwest;  2022.  

Photograph 38: View of the pool  house kitchen, f irst  f loor;  2022.  
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Photograph 39: View of the f irst  f loor s itt ing room of the pool  house,  looking southeast;  2022.  

Photograph 40: View of the f irst  f loor s itt ing room of the pool  house,  looking southwest;  2022. 
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Photograph 41: View of the f irst  f loor restroom of the pool  house; 2022.  

Photograph 42: View of the second f loor kitchen of the pool  house,  looking southeast;  2022.  
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ADDENDUM B – ADDITIONAL HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION 

Figures 1-2:  Winnetka Aerial  Survey,  Newberry Library,  1925.  
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Figures 3-6:  Winnetka Historical  and Architectural  Survey,  1989.  

F igures 7-8:  Real  Estate List ing,  Pioneer Press ,  2005.  
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Figure 9:  Monel Metal  advertisement showcasing kitchen renovations at  445 Sheridan Road in The Architectural  
Forum, Volume 41,  Part  1 ,  1924.  
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Figure 10:  Albert Pick Hosts the Hul l  House Boys Club in the 1920s;  front (west)  elevation of  445 Sheridan Road; 
property of  UIC University L ibrary.  

F igure 11:  Albert Pick Hosts the Hul l  House Boys Club in the 1920s;  front (west)  elevation of  445 Sheridan Road; 
property of  UIC University L ibrary.  
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May 14, 2024 

P.O. Box 365 Winnetka, Illinois 60093  847-446-0001  www.winnetkahistory.org   curator@winnetkahistory.org 

Christopher Marx, AICP 
Associate Planner 
Village of Winnetka – Department of Community Development 
510 Green Bay Road 
Winnetka, Illinois 60093 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

The Winnetka Historical Society has reviewed McGuire Ikleski & Associates, Inc.’s thorough research of 
445 Sheridan. We agree that the house maintains both local historical significance and architectural 
significance. We also agree with the assessment that, as one of the most recognizable structures in the 
village and a prominent feature along Sheridan Road since 1912, the demolition of the house would 
negatively impact the village’s historic character, particularly in the immediate neighborhood. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Trieschmann Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Executive Director Curator 

ATTACHMENT B

Page 130 of 225

http://www.winnetkahistory.org/


0 100 200
ft

Disclaimer: The GIS Consortium and MGP Inc. are not liable for any use, misuse, modification or disclosure of any map provided under applicable law.  This map is for general information purposes only. Although the

information is believed to be generally accurate, errors may exist and the user should independently confirm for accuracy. The map does not constitute a regulatory determination and is not a base for engineering

design. A Registered Land Surveyor should be consulted to determine precise location boundaries on the ground.

ATTACHMENT C

Page 131 of 225



   
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: DECEMBER 19, 2023 

SUBJECT: CASE NO. 23-21: 445 SHERIDAN ROAD 

INTRODUCTION 

On January 15th, 2023, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish 
the residence at 445 Sheridan Road. Please return any available information regarding the architectural 
and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the day on Tuesday, January 9, 
2024. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at cmarx@winnetka.org or (847) 716-3587.    

PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

9-8-1936 Construct one-and-one-half story 
alteration to garage and servants 
quarters building 

Jas. G. McMillan Ames Ross and Karl 
Rabig 

6-23-1969 Construct garage to present coach 
house 

W. Clement Stone Roy B. Blass 

12-7-1970 Construct vestibule for rear entry 
to single-family residence 

W. Clement Stone Roy B. Blass 

2-28-2007 Addition and renovation to coach 
house 

Randy & Sherry Abrahams Konstant Architecture 

ATTACHMENT D
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445 Sheridan – Exterior Elevation Photos 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH 

COVERSHEET 

Address: 445 Sheridan

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1912 
Construction type: Stucco   
Style: Spanish Revival  

OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 

OWNER/RESIDENT 

NAME 

DATES OCCUPIED INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Lena P. Gilmore 1912 – 19191 Chicago Tribune

articles, Gazette 
article, Winnetka Talk 
article 

Lena was well-
known in the 
Chicago area as a 
socialite and real 
estate investor. 

Albert Pick 1919 – c. 1931 Chicago Tribune

articles, Gazette 
article, Winnetka Talk 
article  

Albert was the 
president of the 
Albert Pick 
Company, successful 
restaurant and hotel 
supply company and 
later, the Pick Hotel 
Corporation. 

James G. McMillan 1931 – 1966 Gazette article, real 
estate listing  

James was the 
president of the 
Wanter Company, 
who manufactured 
Ovaltine. 

William Clement Stone 1966 – 2005 Gazette article, 
Chicago Tribune

articles, Winnetka

Talk article, New

York Times obituary 

W. Clement Stone
was a well-known
businessman and
author.

Randolph and Sherry 
Abrahams 

2006 – 2023 Gazette article, Cook 
County Recorder 
records  

1 Materials in the WHS house file indicate that Gilmore bought the property in 1910 and lived in the existing house 
until 1912 when, according to an article in the January 1912 issue of The Messenger, she built “a new residence on 
her property.”  

ATTACHMENT E
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ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND 

DESCRIPTION OF 

PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Ames Ross and Karl Rabig 1936 – construct 1.5 story 
alteration to garage and 
servants quarters building 

 

Roy B. Blass 1969 – construct garage to 
present coach house; 1970 – 
construct vestibule for rear 
entry to single-family 
residence  

Chicago Tribune obituary 

Paul Konstant at Konstant 
Architecture  

2007 – addition and 
renovation to coach house  

Konstant Architecture’s 
“About” webpage  

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Cook County Assessor records, Cook County 
Recorder records, historic phone books, WHS property files, WHS digital files, Ancestry.com, 
Chicago Tribune, New York Times  

 

Findings: 

 

Our research indicates that this property maintains both architectural and historical significance 
as an important example of the Spanish Revival style and due to its association with several 
prominent homeowners.  
 
While the original architect is unknown, 445 Sheridan has been a highly recognizable and 
architecturally important property in the village for well over a century. In a 1989 survey, 
architectural historian Susan Benjamin noted the significance of the house as large example of 
the Spanish Revival style (there are relatively few examples of the style in the village).  
 
445 Sheridan was built by well-known socialite and real estate investor Lena P. Gilmore in 1912. 
Gilmore purchased the property in 1910 from prominent real estate developer and early settler E. 
Percy Maynard. Records indicate that Gilmore lived in the existing house on the property until 
1912, when she had the current structure built. Because we were not able to find images of the 
Maynard house, demolition records, or permits for the construction of the current structure, it is 
possible that the current structure contains portions of the original Maynard house. Newspaper 
articles in the Messenger and Winnetka Talk suggest, however, that the current structure was 
built anew in 1912.  
 
In 1919, Gilmore sold 445 Sheridan to another notable homeowner, Albert Pick. Pick was the 
president of the Albert Pick Company, a successful restaurant and hotel supply company founded 
in 1857. He later founded the Pick Hotel Corporation with his son, buying and managing notable 
hotels such as the Congress Hotel in Chicago. Notably, Pick hired famed landscape architect Jens 
Jensen to design the landscaping at 445 Sheridan in 1926.  
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Pick sold 445 Sheridan to another prominent businessman, James G. McMillan, in 1931. 
McMillan was the president of the Wanter Company, who manufactured Ovaltine. McMillan 
lived in the house until 1966, when it was purchased by William Clement Stone, arguably the 
most notable homeowner.  
 
W. Clement Stone was a prominent businessman, philanthropist, and author. Born in Chicago, he 
became a self-made millionaire (and later billionaire) when he founded the Combined Insurance 
Company of America in 1947. The company later became part of the Aon Corporation and 
eventually, part of ACE Limited.  
 
In addition to his success in the insurance business, Stone became a popular author and magazine 
publisher. He wrote several self-help books emphasizing the need for a “positive mental attitude” 
for success. He also founded a magazine called Success Unlimited (later Success Magazine) in 
1954, which was published until 2001. In 1965, he became Chairman of the Board of Hawthorn 
Books. He later purchased the company in 1967 and owned it for a decade.  
 
Due to its style and notable homeowners, 445 Sheridan is certainly one of the best-known 
historic properties in Winnetka and along Sheridan Road. While it has been renovated several 
times throughout its history, it maintains both historical and architectural significance. 
 
 

Date of Research: 1/9/2023 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 
Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 
 
Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 
Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  
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445 Sheridan Road 

 
445 Sheridan, 1964 

Gazette Article by Laurie Petersen, Fall/Winter 2008 

 
House of the Season: 445 Sheridan Road 
Although known to most Winnetkans as the Clement Stone House for its long-time colorful 
owner, the property at 445 Sheridan Road has an intriguing history that predates his occupancy. 
Its Spanish Revival grandeur evokes the Roaring Twenties, but the house was actually built in 
the preceding decade, when the prevalent Prairie and Arts & Crafts styles were rivaling Classical 
and Colonial Revival in popularity. The red tile roofs, white stucco and ornamental iron work are 
characteristically Spanish, but the tall, irregular massing and abundance of tile-topped bays are 
unique. 

The house was built for Mrs. A.P. (Lena) Gilmore, but the identity of the architect remains 
unknown. In November 1910 both the Chicago Daily Tribune and the Economist (the Crain’s 
Chicago Business of the era) announced that she had bought the Maynard homestead for 
$40,000. The “beautifully wooded” property was called “one of the most attractive on the north 
shore,” and the Economist reported that “The land is improved with an old frame house 
containing fourteen rooms, in which Mrs. Gilmore is now living.” 
 
Gilmore bought the house from three brothers: E. Percy, Alfred, and Guy Maynard. Guy was 
living in Paris but the other two were active in Chicago and North Shore real estate. They sold 
individual properties as well as large lots for subdivision. 
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Lena Gilmore’s wealth also derived from real estate, and over half of her payment to the 
Maynard’s was in the form of a commercial building in Chicago. Born Leonora Morse c. 1860, 
she was living with her parents and five siblings in San Francisco as of 1880 but three years later 
was in Chicago, married to the recently widowed, 62-year-old Judge Van H. Higgins. The judge 
had extensive real estate holdings and his estimated fortune of $1,000,000 made him one of the 
city’s wealthiest men. 

Judge Higgins died in 1893 but Lena continued to live in their home in Chicago’s Kenwood 
neighborhood. In 1898 she married Dr. Arnold P. Gilmore, and two years later the census lists 
the couple at the Kenwood address with seven other relatives and eight servants. When her niece 
Isabel became an orphan, the Gilmores adopted her. After her husband died in 1906, Lena took 
Isabel to live in California but they were back in the area by 1910, when she bought the 445 
Sheridan property. Winnetka’s local paper, The Messenger, said she would live there with her 
sister and daughter. 
 
Gilmore must have replaced the large frame house with the even larger stucco residence we see 
today, because in January 1912 The Messenger announced “Mrs. L.M. Gilmore of Sheridan 
Road is building a new residence on her property, the old Maynard place.” In June 1912 the Lake 

Shore News reported that the family had moved into their new home. 
 
Both Lena and Isabel were active in Winnetka and Chicago social circles, and the grand third-
floor ballroom must have been the venue for numerous parties, especially during Isabel’s 1916 
debutante season. In 1919 Lena sold the house to Albert Pick for $100,000 and moved to 
California with Isabel, maintaining a part-time residence in Chicago. 

In Caroline Harnsberger’s book Winnetka: The Biography of a Village, Albert Pick, Jr. describes 
how his father often expressed a desire to own the imposing Spanish-style mansion when they 
took pleasure drives up Sheridan Road from the city. Pick was the owner of a successful hotel 
and restaurant supply company that his father had begun in Chicago in 1857. In 1926 he sold 
Albert Pick Co., retired as its president, and founded the Pick Hotel Corporation in partnership 
with his son Albert Jr. Although the company continued for decades as a national hotel chain (its 
best known Chicago property being the Pick-Congress Hotel on S. Michigan Ave.), Pick 
experienced setbacks during the Great Depression and a bank sold the property in 1931. 
The house was purchased by James G. McMillan, one of the few executives whose business 
thrived during the Depression. McMillan, who lived in the house until his death in 1965, was 
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president of the Wander Company, manufacturers of Ovaltine. In the 1930s Ovaltine sponsored 
the radio show Little Orphan Annie and offered popular premiums such as secret decoder badges 
to listeners who sent in proofs-of-purchase. A 1935 article in the Chicago Daily Tribune has a 
photo of Mrs. James McMillan at the Chicago premiere of the Little Orphan Annie movie with 
350 orphan children as her guests. It was McMillan who in 1936 added the coach house, which 
was later enlarged to accommodate six cars. 
 
The next owner of the house, W. Clement Stone, is the most well-known. When he purchased the 
property in early 1966, Stone was a self-made multi-millionaire as founder of Combined 
Insurance Company (now Aon Corporation). Born into poverty on Chicago’s South Side in 
1902, Stone was the living embodiment of the era’s popular Horatio Alger stories. After selling 
insurance policies in his teens, he started his own agency at the age of 20, and just 8 years later, 
in 1930, his company had 1,000 agents selling low-cost policies throughout the country. 

Stone became widely known for extolling his brand of optimism, PMA (positive mental attitude) 
through lectures and publications. He was also a prominent supporter of Richard Nixon through 
the Watergate years and beyond. His multi-million dollar contributions to both of Nixon’s 
reelection campaigns were fodder for post-Watergate debates on campaign finance reform. 

The Stones extensively renovated and lavishly decorated the house while continuing to live on 
Evanston’s lakeshore. An August 1967 article in the Chicago Tribune was headlined “They’re 
So Busy Partying There, Who Can Move In?” Among the events mentioned are a party that 
“included a sit down dinner on the first floor of the new house; champagne on the second, and 
dancing to two bands in the third floor ballroom.” The same article said they were reducing the 
number of bedroom suites to accommodate numerous walk-in closets (the 10,000 square foot 
house has four bedrooms) and converting a ground-floor porch to a study. 
 
Stone and his wife Jessie both lived to age 100 and died on the same day two years apart: 
September 3, 2002 and 2004. The house went on the market a few months later and was sold in 
2006 to Randy and Sherry Abrahams of Chicago. They worked with architect Paul Konstant to 
improve the property while maintaining its historic character. 

Many thanks to Ray Kearney of the Winnetka Public Library for his thorough research of online 
Chicago Tribune and census records pertaining to Lena Gilmore and Clement Stone. His 
fascinating research document, on file at the Historical Society, was the impetus for this article. 
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Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Clement Stone Dies at 100; Built Empire on Optimism
Martin, Douglas
New York Times (1923-); Sep 5, 2002; New York Times
pg. A21
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https://www.konstantarchitecture.com/profile 
 
Konstant Architecture Planning 

ABOUT 
 

PROFILE 

Konstant Architecture Planning is a fifteen-person design firm providing traditional architectural 

planning and interior design services. Founded in 1980, our firm has thirty-five years of custom 

residential experience. Our emphasis on excellent design and attentive client service has resulted 

in a portfolio of projects ranging from the North Shore of Chicago, to the west, to the southern 

gulf coast, and into New England towns. 

 

APPROACH 

Our design philosophy is centered on an honest architectural interpretation and grounded in the 

enduring values of traditional building. Historical context, an integral relationship to the 

landscape, and appropriate proportion and materials, combine with the programmatic needs of 

our clients to create rich traditional architecture. 

Using the traditional language in a way that accommodates the lifestyle of today is a challenge 

we welcome. We strive to create timeless architecture by balancing formal concerns with the 

functional needs of the client. 

Along with our numerous new constructions, we have a significant number of 

renovation/restoration projects. We enjoy the challenge of modifying an existing structure to fit 

the needs of the client, in many cases enhancing or reinforcing the original form. Learning from 

and adding to the history of a building and its site is an important part of our practice. 

 

STAFF AND SERVICES 

Our firm provides full services as needed for each project, beginning with site selection and 

following through with the design and construction phases of the project. Paul Konstant is the 
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owner and founder of the Company and is closely involved with each project. Our staff is made 

up of eleven architectural design professionals, two interior designers and two support staff. 

Each project will be assigned a team of people that follows each phase through to completion. 

Our interior design staff also allows us to provide full interiors drawings, including material and 

product selections. 

 

CLIENT RELATIONSHIPS 

We believe that each project is highly personal and extremely dependent upon the people 

involved. Our size and personnel allow for close working relationships with our clients, who 

ultimately are our best assets. By relying on our clients for references and promotion, we have 

been able to focus on the art of designing and building well. The expression of the traditional 

architectural language in its various built forms is the pursuit we are committed to. Our clients 

seem to not only enjoy their houses but also the discussion and exploration that go into them. 

© 2016 Konstant Home 
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Village of Winnetka 
DEMOLITION APPLICATION 

VILLAGE OF WINNETK A, ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

DEMOLITION APPLICATION 
Permit No. 

Property Information 
445 Sheridan Road, Winnetka IL 

Site Address: 

Parcel Identification Number(s) (PIN): 
 05-21-202-001-0000 

Description of all structures to be demolished: 
Main 3 Story Resdence, 2 story Pool House, and Pool 

Current Property Owner Information � Applicant Information  
445 SHERIDAN, LLC � Vijay Kotte 

Legal Name: � Legal Name: �  

�

SHIRAZ KOTTE � VIJAY KOTTE 
Primary � Primary Contact: �  

�

Address:� Address:  
Winnetka, IL., 60093 � Winnetka, IL., 60093 

City, State, Zip:  � City, State, Zip: �  

Phone � Phone  

Email:  � Email:  

Date owner acquired property:  08fg I /023 

member of Limited Liability Company 
Applicant's relationship to current property owner: � 
(As previously noted, if contract purchaser, attach copy of executed purchase agreement) 

Demolition Contractor Information  (If known, otherwise indicate "not known at this time") 
not known at this time 

Legal Name: �  

Address: �  

City, State, ZIP: �  

Phone No: �  

Email: 

Page 3 of 4 

ATTACHMENT F
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Village of Winnetka 
DEMOLITION APPLICATION 

Property Maintenance Requirements  

During processing of the demolition permit, the owner and contractor must maintain the property in accordance 

with the Village Property Maintenance Code to avoid generation of nuisances. Accordingly, the following minimum 

requirements shall be adhered to: 

�  Grass shall be mowed and maintained at a height not to exceed 8 inches. 

Garbage, yard waste, miscellaneous rubbish, mail, and debris shall be removed from the property and not 

�  allowed to accumulate. 

�  Building(s) shall be secured (doors and windows in working order, closed and locked). 

No demolition or removal of building components may commence until the demolition permit has been 

issued. Commencement of demolition prior to issuance of permit will result in a Stop Work Order and  

�  double permit fees for all subsequent permits 

Approved tree fencing protections must be installed as directed by Village Forester prior to 

commencement of demolition. Lack of tree fencing will result in Stop Work Order and fines. 

Applicant/Owner Acknowledgments 

By execution of this application in the space provided below, the Applicant and Owner(s) do hereby certify, 
acknowledge, agree and affirm to the Village of Winnetka that: 

1. The Village and its representatives have the right, and are hereby granted permission and license, to enter 
upon the property for purposes of conducting any inspections that may be necessary in connection with this 
application. 

2. I (We) have carefully read this application, the applicable sections of the Winnetka Municipal Code and fully 
understand the applicable terms and provisions. 

3. I (We) waive any rights to exemption from disclosure under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act of any and 
all documents and information submitted in connection with this application. 

4. I/We hereby agree to demolish the above structure or portion thereof, in accordance with the information 

submitted herewith and in strict compliance with all provisions of the Building Code and other related 

ordinances and regulations of the Village of Winnetka, and I/We hereby consent to inspection of the work 

during demolition and to the responsibility of maintaining the subject site and adjacent public and private 

properties in a good, safe and clean condition, including but not limited to the "Property Maintenance 

Requirements" listed in the previous section. 

5. I (We), in accordance w ual Fee Resolution and the Winnetka Village Code agree 
to pay all applicable fi  the payment of all reimbursable expenses associated 
with the processing of 

10/5/23 
Signature of Applicant 

Vijay Kotte, Me ber 
Print Name & Title• 

        

  

10/5/23 
flt 

r 445 Sheridan, LLC � 445 Sheridan Road 
�  Property Address: �  

Signatures of Property Owner(s): �
Shiraz Kotte Mana 

 

 

Print Name & Title: 

  

   

**If more than one applicant or property owner, please copy this page and have additional applicants/property 
owners sign form. 
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	 1	

PROPOSED	DEMOLITION	SCHEDULE	
445	Sheridan	Rd,	Winnetka,	IL	60093	

October	5th	2023	
• Submit	demo	permit	application	to	Village	of	Winnetka	

December	1st	2023	through	February	1st	2024	
• Begin	demo	process	of	contacting	governing	bodies	for:		permit	approval,	IDOT,	utility	

disconnects,	gas,	water,	sewer,	electric	

• Northshore	Gas	to	make	them	aware	IDOT	is	working	on	permitting	

• Acquire	and	submit	asbestos	report	

• Schedule	on	site	demo	walk	thru	and	discuss	power	pole	location	and	other	questions	

with	Village	of	Winnetka	

• Approval	by	Village	of	Winnetka	for	site	construction	and	silt	fencing.		Direction	of	

location	for	install	

• Heavy	equipment	remove	house	and	pool	house	

• Schedule	demolition	inspection	with	Village	of	Winnetka	
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From:
To: ContactCouncil; Christopher Marx
Subject: Plea for Clement Stone House
Date: Friday, April 5, 2024 7:35:47 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear fellow Winnetkans,

I am writing to show my support for any efforts you can make to preserve the Clement stone
house.  It is a tragedy that such an historic site was purchased to be bulldozed. 

I grew up at 459 Provident, a house built in 1899. My husband and I moved to 549 Hill
Terrace, a condo built in 1929, before moving to our current residence, 989 Elm, built in
1905.  Thus, I am well aware of the issues that come with owning older homes.  Those issues
do not justify reckless waste. The Clement Stone home deserves to stand. I implore you to do
everything in your power to help enact change to prevent this and other such homes from
being recklessly ruined. 

Could you please forward this email to others on the Landmark Preservation Commission?

Thank you for your help,

Meg Zuehl
989 Elm Street
Winnetka

ATTACHMENT G
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From:  
Date: Tue, Apr 23, 2024 at 3:31 PM 
Subject: 445 Sheridan Road 
To: Paul Weaver  

Paul 

I am writing to you to express my opposition to the destruction of the “Clement Stone” house at 445 
Sheridan Road.  

Needless to say, this home has both architectural and historic significance.  Further, the buyer had more 
than two months after the contract for sale was accepted and the completion of the sale.  The listing 
real estate broker represented both the sellers and the buyers in this transaction, a relationship that is 
known as “dual agency.”  Dual agency is illegal in 46 of the fifty states and most Illinois real estate 
licensees will not participate in such a transaction. 

The buyers may have relied on assurances from this broker that they could pursue any changes or 
demolition that they wanted.  However, they buyers should always beware, and should have pursued 
their own due diligence.  Their exposure is the fault of their own lack of obtaining plans and quotes from 
architects and contractors.  If such plans did not fit their needs, they did not have to complete the sale. 

Further, the real estate broker should have fully informed the buyers that ordinances were pending for 
limitations on bluff development.  If this did not occur, the buyers need to pursue this with the broker. 

Finally, the Clement Stone house borders the Village's public entrance to the Cherry Street Beach.  It is 
my understanding that prior owners regularly asked the Village to close that access.  The Village 
trustees, much to their credit, have kept the public access. 

Also, below are the comments that were provided in the listing for sale: 

The PINNACLE of lake living on the North Shore ...there is nothing more majestic than 445 
Sheridan. Magically set on the premier in-town "Sheridan to Shore" block in Winnekta, this 
Spanish influenced Villa proves that land & location have only gotten more valuable with 
time. Behind the scrolled wrought iron gate entrance, a magnificent rare gem sits on over 2.2 
acres, as there are only a handful of lakefront lots over 2 acres, with a breathtaking sandy 
beach that historically has remained large, stretching over 165 feet. Incredible manicured 
resort level grounds accented with a full 2 story cabana house by notable architect Paul 
Konstant with elevator, custom bar w/ mahogany coffered wood ceilings, 2 full kitchens and 2 
beds/ 2 baths. Be prepared to be taken away by the hotel-level pool experience with the 
sound of the fountain in the background allowing for the most peaceful & tranquil setting. 
Built in 1912, the main house is glorious and reminiscent of the time where entertaining on 
Lake Michigan was a true way of life. Grand foyer entrance that allows the perfect postcard 
view of the lake with a double atrium staircase accented with braided columns, matching 
arched casings, and fireplace. Served once as the reception hallway, this is one of the best 
rooms in the house with the sunrises and lake breezes through the screened-in french doors 
that lead to the cocktail patio. Terrace steps down to the exquisite table land which leads to a 
flat, full length patio from north to south perched above the beach. This is the most 
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captivating place on the entire property with a flash of not believing this is really Lake 
Michigan. Short way down from patio to the beach making this property the ideal place to 
bring a whole new level of entertainment to fruition. Almost all rooms on the 3 floors face the 
water allowing for incredible natural light from the lake reflections. Formal spaces on 1st floor 
set up for how parties used to flow. Grand living room with imperial ceiling details, 10 foot 
ceilings, curved corners with display areas leads to informal family room with panoramic 
views. Enchanting dining room with intricate hand molded ceiling, 5 chandeliers and separate 
solarium breakfast area allowing dining to informal to formal. Separate kitchen, walk in 
pantry, office space is the ideal place to take this new home to 2022 standards. 2nd floor just 
rehabbed with primary master suite side with sitting room, w-i-c, spa bath and bed with 180 
degree views of lake. 3 additional beds with new quartz baths. 3rd floor was the formal 
ballroom with exquisite lake views, ripe for all new living space. Elevator to all 4 floors. Lower 
level hides one of the best speakeasy bars out of a Hollywood movie set. If these walls could 
only talk, the stories would write a book with a custom bar, built-in lounging booths couches, 
custom plastered mosaic ceiling with hand painted & mirrored tiles. Huge rec room with 
billiards area, sauna and full bath. 445 Sheridan brings endless opportunities for those that 
see the value in what this estate is... the pinnacle of lakefront living, once owned by notable 
Chicagoian W. Clement Stone and now ready for the next new chapter of success and beauty. 

Current owner has paid for rehab plans from Paul Konstant that can indeed (sic) conveyed to 
new owner. Pool table in lower level is included with sale, exterior white iron fencing with fish 
statuettes are excluded. Subdivision maybe allowed due to lot size. Jena has house set backs/ 
building parameters. Incredible lot with endless options. Athens Construction built cabana 
house / Bollini pool for cabana project done in 2008. All work on second/ lower level 
completed in 2021. 

From this last paragraph, it sure sounds to me like the real estate broker is selling the option that 
anything can be done to the house.  We need to stop this wholesale disregard of our village’s 
architectural heritage. 

Jude Offerle 
112 Fuller Lane 
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