
 
Village of Winnetka 

 Historic Preservation Commission Regular Meeting 
  

 
November 4, 2024 at 7:00 PM 

Winnetka Village Hall - 510 Green Bay Road 
 

 

NOTICE 
 

Public comment is permitted on all agenda items at the meeting.  If you wish to provide testimony or comments 
prior to the meeting, you may provide them one of two ways: (1) by sending an email to planning@winnetka.org; or 
by sending a letter to Community Development, Village of Winnetka, 510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, IL  60093.  All 
agenda materials are available at www.villageofwinnetka.org/agendacenter.  

The Village of Winnetka, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, requests that persons with 
disabilities, who require certain accommodations to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting or have 
questions about the accessibility of the meeting or facilities contact the Village ADA Coordinator at 510 Green Bay 
Road, Winnetka, Illinois 60093, (Telephone (847) 716-3543; T.D.D. (847) 501-6041). 
 
 

AGENDA 
1. Call to Order 
2. Public Comments 
3. Approval of Minutes 
  a. Approval of September 16, 2024, Regular Meeting Minutes 
4. Demolition Permit Applications 
  a. Case No. 24-18-HPC - 905 Elm Street: Review of the demolition permit 

application submitted for the single-family residence at 905 Elm Street. 
  b. Case No. 24-19-HPC - 933 Green Bay Road: Review of the demolition permit 

application submitted for the commercial building at 933 Green Bay Road. 
5. Historical Architectural Impact Studies (HAIS) 
  a. Case No. 24-16-HPC - 520 Oak Street: Review of the Historic and Architectural 

Impact Study (HAIS) attached to the Historically and Architecturally Significant 
Maximum Building Size Bonus application submitted for the single-family 
residence at 520 Oak Street. 

6. Other Business 
  a. Monthly Communications for HPC - Discussion and Content Decision 
  b. December 2, 2024 - Regular Meeting - Quorum Check 
7. Adjournment 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 1 
SEPTEMBER 16, 2024 MEETING MINUTES 2 

 3 
Members Present:                               Jack Coladarci, Chairman 4 

Chris Enck 5 
Joseph Stuart  6 
Paul Weaver 7 
  8 

Members Absent:                                 Beth Ann Papoutsis     9 
 10 
Non-Voting Members Absent:          Kim Handler   11 
 12 
Junior Commissioner Present:   Louis Zaranski 13 
   14 
Village Staff:     Christopher Marx, Associate Planner 15 
  16 
Call to Order & Roll Call: 17 
Chairman Coladarci called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Mr. Marx took roll call of the Commission Members 18 
present.  19 
 20 
Public Comment: 21 
No public comment was made at this time. Mr. Marx informed the Commission of correspondence received 22 
relating to the demolition application for 664 Lincoln which was later on the agenda.   23 
 24 
Approval of Minutes: 25 
Chairman Coladarci asked if there were any comments or corrections to be made to the August 5, 2024 meeting 26 
minutes or for a motion to approve. No comments were made at this time. A motion to approve the August 5, 27 
2024, minutes was made by Mr. Weaver and seconded by Mr. Stuart. A vote was taken and the motion 28 
unanimously passed, 4 to 0: 29 
AYES:  Enck, Coladarci, Stuart, Weaver  30 
NAYS:  None  31 
NON-VOTING: Zaranski 32 
 33 
Demolition Permit Applications: 34 

a. Case No. 24-15-HPC - 664 Lincoln Avenue: Review of the demolition permit application for the single-35 
family residence at 664 Lincoln Avenue. 36 
Mr. Marx identified the applicant and the property’s location, size and zoning classification and 1909 date of 37 
construction for the property which has had a garage addition and subsequent additions. He stated the Historical 38 
Society determined the home has architectural significance and referred to Attachment C. Mr. Marx stated no 39 
other correspondence was received prior to today and noted there are no other active permits on the block or in 40 
the surrounding area and that the applicant has not yet provided plans for the new home. He then asked if there 41 
were any questions.  42 
 43 
Chairman Coladarci also asked if there were any questions. No questions were raised at this time. He then asked 44 
for the applicant’s presentation. Chip Hackley stated he represented the property’s owners and would describe the 45 
current home’s condition. He then identified the conflicting information surrounding the home’s construction date 46 
and Susan Benjamin’s description of the home’s variation of styles in a previous survey included with the 47 
preliminary research. Mr. Hackley stated the home contained a conglomeration of styles which did not indicate 48 
value other than its age. He also described the original architect as unknown and likely specific to a lead carpenter. 49 
He then described the home’s dilapidated condition in detail and his company’s objective to build homes which fit 50 
into the neighborhood noting they have the home’s interior photos. Mr. Hackley then stated a variation to save 51 
the old home did not make sense in this instance and asked if there were any questions.  52 
 53 
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A Commission Member questioned the basement’s condition which Mr. Hackley described for the Commission 1 
noting the radiators burst. He confirmed the home has been empty for over a year.  2 
 3 
Michael and Melissa Howard informed the Commission they purchased the home in August 2023 and the prior 4 
owners lived there for approximately 50 years. Mr. Howard stated they attempted to keep the home in working 5 
order with their intent being to renovate the home. Mrs. Howard stated they hired Mr. Hackley to save the home 6 
and ultimately determined it would not be worth it. She stated the new home would fit the neighborhood’s 7 
historic texture.  8 
 9 
Mr. Stuart asked if they planned to salvage any of the materials. Mr. Howard confirmed that they intended to 10 
salvage materials and recycle when possible. Mr. Hackley informed the Commission they planned to deconstruct 11 
the home. Mrs. Howard informed the Commission of the amount of traffic on the block due to the “Home Alone” 12 
house across the street. Chairman Coladarci asked if they knew who the original architect was. Mr. Hackley 13 
responded they have some information relating to the man who designed the home. Mr. Enck described the block 14 
as one of the few intact blocks in the Village and commented the new home should be sensitive to the 15 
neighborhood. Mr. Hackley and the applicants agreed with Mr. Enck’s comments. Mr. Enck referred to the home’s 16 
historical significance and suggested an HAIS be done to document it.  17 
 18 
Chairman Coladarci referred to whether other sources are available to find additional information on the architect. 19 
He also referred to the applicants’ attempts to save the home and stated an HAIS is not appropriate in this 20 
instance.  21 
 22 
Chairman Coladarci then asked for a motion to approve the demolition permit. A motion to approve the 23 
demolition permit for 664 Lincoln Avenue was made by Mr. Weaver and the motion was seconded by Mr. Enck. A 24 
vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 4 to 0: 25 
AYES:  Enck, Coladarci, Stuart, Weaver  26 
NAYS:  None  27 
NON-VOTING: Zaranski 28 
 29 
Mr. Hackley stated he would provide the additional information they have to the Commission.  30 
 31 
Other Business: 32 

a. Monthly Communications for HPC - Discussion and Content Decision. 33 
Mr. Marx stated the list of items the Commission discussed at previous meetings had been updated and provided 34 
an update on the Preservation Awards presentation. He then discussed the status of a previously reviewed home 35 
of 615 Elm which was awarded a GFA bonus and that high quality images for submission are preferred for any 36 
homes submitted for nomination. He also referred to methods that can be used in terms of getting in touch with 37 
property owners relating to GFA bonus opportunities.  38 
 39 

b. October 7, 2024 Meeting – Quorum Check. 40 
The Commission Members did not discuss their availability as the meeting was cancelled.  41 
 42 
Adjournment: 43 
Chairman Coladarci asked for a motion to adjourn. A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Weaver and seconded by 44 
Mr. Enck. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 4 to 0: 45 
AYES:  Enck, Coladarci, Stuart, Weaver  46 
NAYS:  None  47 
NON-VOTING: Zaranski  48 
The meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m.  49 
 50 
Respectfully submitted, 51 
 52 
Antionette Johnson 53 
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Recording Secretary 1 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Page 1

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA 

TO: HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE: OCTOBER 31, 2024

SUBJECT: 905 ELM STREET - DEMOLITION PERMIT (CASE NO. 24-18-HPC)

INTRODUCTION
Meeting Date November 4, 2024
Commission Action Preliminary historic and architectural review to determine 

if a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary 
or if demolition may proceed without delay.

Property Address 905 Elm Street (See Attachment A – Aerial Map)
Property Owner M. Timothy Murphy and Cynthia Murphy
Application Submitted by Trend Development Partners, represented by Cory Todd
Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet

Completed

Public Comments as of Date of Memo As of the date of this memo, staff has not received any 
written comment from the public regarding this application. 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Size 0.196 acres
Location North side of Elm Street between Provident Avenue and 

Birch Street
Improvements Single-family residence with an attached garage
Zoning R-5 Single Family Residential 
Surrounding Zoning R-5 Single Family Residential 

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History Study
See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Research

Constructed Approximately 1910, according to WHS research
Additional Construction Activity 1934 - Repair two-and-a-half story single family dwelling, 

1989 - Add on to home, family room and attached garage,
1992 - Remodel, adding roof height to current residence, 
single family.

Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing No
Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) WHS research indicates that the property does not historical 

architectural significance. See attached report from the WHS 
provided in Attachment C for details.
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NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
Other Permits for New Primary Structures on 
Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley)

None

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and 
noise impacts in the neighborhood.

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted

No building permit application for a new single-family home 
or site restoration has been submitted at this time.

DEMOLITION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

The Commission may order the issuance of a demolition delay of a historic or architecturally 
significant structure for up to but not exceeding 270 days from the date the Commission determines 
that an applicant is required to submit an HAIS for the structure the applicant wishes to demolish.

Should the HPC request an HAIS for the subject property at the November 4th Commission meeting, 
and after reviewing the HAIS at a future meeting the HPC determines the structure is significant and 
a delay should be issued, the Commission may at that time issue a demolition delay up to but not 
exceeding 270 days from November 4th, 2024. 

COMMISSION REVIEW

The Commission may consider one of the following motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact Study 
Required or (2) Building and/or Property is Not Historic or Architecturally Significant.

Historical Architectural Impact Study Required
The Commission finds that based upon (1) the preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the HPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit. The Commission reached its 
conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria: [The Commission must note 
which of the following criteria is met]

1. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit;

2. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 
of the Village Code; (Subject Property is not a landmark)

3. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation; and (Subject Property is not on the state survey)

4. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic Places. (Subject Property is not on National Register 
or the Illinois Register of Historic Places)

Building and/or Property Lacks Historic or Architectural Significance 
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village Code 
that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant a 
Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may proceed without 
delay. 
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ATTACHMENTS

Attachment A: GIS Aerial Map
Attachment B: Preliminary Property History Study
Attachment C: Historical Society Research
Attachment D: Application Materials
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Disclaimer: The GIS Consortium and MGP Inc. are not liable for any use, misuse, modification or disclosure of any map provided under applicable law.  This map is for general information purposes only. Although the

information is believed to be generally accurate, errors may exist and the user should independently confirm for accuracy. The map does not constitute a regulatory determination and is not a base for engineering

design. A Registered Land Surveyor should be consulted to determine precise location boundaries on the ground.

ATTACHMENT A
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: OCTOBER 10, 2024 

SUBJECT: CASE NO. 24-18-LPC: 905 ELM STREET 

INTRODUCTION 

On November 4th, 2024, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish 
the residence at 905 Elm Street. Please return any available information regarding the architectural and 
historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the day on Friday, October 25, 2024. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at cmarx@winnetka.org or (847) 716-3587.      

PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

5-9-1934 Repair two-and-a-half story single 
family dwellinf 

Walter Murphy Not listed 

9-27-1989 Add on to home, family room and 
attached garage 

Brian and Barbara Williams Earl Jensen 

12-15-1992 Remodel, adding roof height to 
current residence, single family. 

Calvin and Mary 
Henderson 

Keith Olsen 

ATTACHMENT B
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905 Elm – October 2024 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH 

COVERSHEET 

Address: 905 Elm 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: c. 1910 

Construction type: Stucco  

Style: Victorian  

OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 

OWNER/RESIDENT 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Oliver F. Murphy By 1919 Winnetka Talk article 

and obituary  

Walter F. Murphy 1920 – 1963 Building permit 

application, 1920 

directory, 1956 

directory, Winnetka 

Talk obituary 

John and Jan Carney By 1969 – 1978 Real estate listing, 

Daily Herald obituary, 

1969 directory   

Brian and Barbara Williams By 1989 – 1991 Building permit 

application, Cook 

County Recorder 

records  

Calvin and Mary Henderson 1991 – 2003 Building permit 

application, Cook 

County Recorder 

records 

Mary and Vijay Sarthy 2003 – 2004 Cook County Recorder 

records 

Dorel and Claudia Nasui 2004 – 2018 Cook County Recorder 

records, Honorary 

consulate of Moldova 

website information on 

Dorel Nasui 

Cynthia and Timothy Murphy 2018 – present Cook County Recorder 

records 

ATTACHMENT C
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ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND 

DESCRIPTION OF 

PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Earl Jensen 1989 - add on to home, 

family room and attached 

garage  

 

Keith Olsen 1992 - remodel, adding roof 

height to current residence, 

single family 

Olsen/Vranas “About” 

webpage 

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Cook County Assessor records, Cook County 

Recorder records, historic phone books, WHS property files, WHS digital files, Ancestry.com, 

Chicago Tribune 

 

Findings: 

 

Our research does not indicate that this property maintains architectural or historical 

significance. We were not able to confirm the original build date and were not able to find any 

information about the original architect. In addition, we were not able to confirm the original 

homeowners, and did not find any information about subsequent homeowners that necessitates 

further research.  

 

 

Date of Research: 10/15/2024 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  
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1920 directory  

 

 

1956 directory  

 

 

1969 directory  

 

 

Winnetka Talk, November 8, 1919 
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Winnetka Talk, March 27, 1920 

 

 

Winnetka Talk, March 16, 1961 
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Cook County Recorder Records  
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/10185161/

The Daily Herald (Chicago, Illinois) · Wed, Jan 19, 2000 · Page 71
Downloaded on Oct 15, 2024

 
 

 
 
Obituary for John J. Carney Clipped By:

joan5576
Oct 15, 2024

 
 Copyright © 2024 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.
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https://www.olsenvranas.com/about 

 

ARCHITECTURE, DESIGN AND BUILD 
875 N. MICHIGAN AVENUE  SUITE 3100  CHICAGO IL  60611  P 312.337.9879 

 
Olsen|Vranas Design and Build is an award-winning architecture and design firm led by co-principals Keith 

Olsen and Cynthia Vranas. Full-service and multi-faceted, O|V stewards a project from design inception to 

construction completion, managing its every phase and detail. With a host of Architects, Designers, Construction 

Managers, Craftsmen, and Artists the firm consistently achieves enduring, award-winning environments that are 

at once responsive to client and setting, cost-effective, uplifting, and beautiful.  

 
Keith Olsen 

Principal, founder 

While acting as a draftsman to Gene Summers at C.F. Murphy and Project Architect at Hammond Beeby, Keith 

Olsen learned much about durability and beauty through design. His career continued as a Principal of the award-

winning firm beginning in 1978 as Krueck & Olsen Architects and was a Studio Professor at the Illinois Institute 

of Technology. Keith Olsen continues to direct the work of the firm Olsen|Vranas Design and Build from the 

design through construction. Olsen's innate curiosity for construction led the firm to organize Olsen|Vranas Build 

- much at their Clients' request.  

 
Cynthia Vranas Olsen 

Principal 

Cynthia Vranas Olsen has an education in architecture, interior design, furniture design, and architectural history 

and theory. Along with experience from her former employer, Murphy / Jahn, Ms. Vranas Olsen imbues her 

interest in architectural preservation into the office. Sharing design and project management skills with Olsen, 

Cynthia also taught at Harrington Institute of Interior Design, where she served as the Associate Dean of 

Education. She has been awarded a PhD from the College of Architecture, the Illinois Institute of Technology 

for her research and writing about the arts and their influence on architecture, using a 19th century French case 

study. 

AWARDS 
  

Olsen | Vranas's excellence in the practice of architecture and design has been acknowledged by 
receipt of local and national honor awards, including the following: 
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Association of Licensed Architects, Silver Medal | 2016 

  

American Society of Interior Designers, Design Excellence Awards 1st Place | 2014 

  

City of Chicago Office of the Mayor, Chicago Landmark Award for Preservation Excellence - New 
Construction | 2011 

  

U.S Green Building Council, LEED for Homes, GOLD | 2011 

  

"Young Architects Forum", Group Project Competition, 1st Place, Buenos Aires, Argentina | 1992 
  

American Institute of Architects, National Honor Award | 1986 
  

American Institute of Architects, Chicago, Chapter Interior Architecture, Certificate of Merit | 1985 

  

American Institute of Architects, Distinguished Building Award | 1984 

  

American Institute of Architects, Chicago, Chapter Interior Architecture Honor Award | 1984 

  

American Institute of Steel Construction Award | 1981 
  

American Institute of Architects, Chicago, Chapter Honor Award | 1980 
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https://moldovaillinoishc.com/dorel-nasui-honorary-consul/ 

Dorel Nasui – Honorary Consul 

 Honorary Consul Dorel Nasui giving his inaugural speech. 

Dorel Nasui is a businessman and an entrepreneur living in the Greater Chicago area. He defected 

from Communist Romania to the USA in 1986, when he asked for political asylum. He was granted 

the political asylum in December 8, 1986 and admitted as a legal resident to the USA the second 

year.   

Dorel Nasui started his new life in the USA and worked as a software and IT engineer for Motorola 

and some other companies. 

In 1990 he opened his own company, American International Radio, Inc. or AIR: www.airadio.com. 

At the present time, AIR is doing business in over 50 countries around the world, having offices in 

the USA, Germany, Czech Republic, Spain, Romania, Poland, Turkey, Ukraine, Russia and the 

United Arab Emirates, being one of the largest Motorola Solutions distributor worldwide. 

In 2001, Dorel Nasui founded the company, Safemobile LLC, to develop IT & mobility solutions for 

mission critical organizations, oil & gas, transportation and security 

organizations: www.safemobile.com. 

Dorel Nasui is also member in the Board of Directors of Theratest 

Laboratories www.theratest.com. 

Dorel Nasui is a member of the Delta Mu Delta – International Honor Society in Business 

Administration. 

He is also serving as a member of the Advisory Board for the University Babes-Bolyai, College of 

Business Administration from Cluj-Napoca Romania. He is also the recipient of the “2013 – 

Entrepreneur of the Year Award” given by the University Babes-Bolyai, College of Business 

Administration. 

Dorel Nasui holds a Ph.D. in System Engineering and a Master of Sciences in Computer Science, 

Polytechnic University, Bucharest, Romania. He has extensive expertise in the field of 

international trade, IT and radio communication. 

After the anti-communist revolution in Romania, Dorel Nasui contributed to the democratization 

process of Romania and to the integration of Romania in the NATO forces and in the European 

Union. 

In 1990 he was the speaker and among the founders of the Romanian Freedom Forum organization 

in Chicago. 

In 1998, he became the president of Romania NATO Alliance, doing active lobby on behalf of 

Romania with the US Government & US Congress. 
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For these contributions, in 2000, Dorel Nasui was awarded the Romanian National Order “For 

Merit” by President Emil Constantinescu. 

Dorel Nasui was inaugurated as the Honorary Consul of Republic of Moldova to Illinois on November 

21st, 2014. 

On January 17, 2019, on the occasion of the Moldovan Diplomacy Day, in front of the International 

Diplomatic Corp. Representatives, Dr. Dorel Nasui was conferred the National Order of the 

Republic of Moldova “Diplomatic Medal of Honor” of the III-rd class. 
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Proposed Demolition and Construction Schedule for 905 Elm St Winnetka 

 

Start Date January 15th, 2025 

Week 1   Receive Approval from City Of Winnetka for Construction 

Week 2   Demolish Existing Structures 

Week 3-5  Dig and Pour Foundation for New Structures 

Week 6-10  Frame New Structure and Install Roof 

Week 10   Installation of New Windows 

Week 11-14  Rough installation of Plumbing, Electrical, and HVAC 

Week 15   Installation of Insulation 

Week 15-18  Masonry and Siding Installation 

Week 19-22  Installation of Drywall 

Week 23-24  Installation of Hardwood Flooring 

Week 24-27  Installation of Trim and Doors 

Week 30-33  Paint 

Week 34-36  Installation of Cabinets, Plumbing Trim, Lighting Fixtures, Granite and Carpet 

Week 37-40 Installation of Landscaping, Patio, and Driveway, weather dependent 

Week 40-43 Finish up Odds and Ends 

Week 44 Get Certificate of Occupancy 

Completion December 15th, 2025 
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MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA 

TO: HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE: OCTOBER 31, 2024

SUBJECT: 933 GREEN BAY ROAD - DEMOLITION PERMIT (CASE NO. 24-19-HPC)

INTRODUCTION
Meeting Date November 4, 2024
Commission Action Preliminary historic and architectural review to determine 

if a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary 
or if demolition may proceed without delay.

Property Address 933 Green Bay Road (See Attachment A – Aerial Map)
Property Owner Donald V. Hammond & Joanne Baker and Robert Baker, as 

Trustees Under the Joanne Baker 2013 Living Trust date 
August 6, 2013

Application Submitted by 933 Green Bay LLC
Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet

Completed

Public Comments as of Date of Memo As of the date of this memo, staff has not received any 
written comment from the public regarding this application. 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Size 0.171 acres
Location East side of Green Bay Road between Gage Street and Tower 

Road
Improvements Two-story commercial building with off-street parking and 

vehicular garage space
Zoning C-2 General Retail Commercial 
Surrounding Zoning C-2 General Retail Commercial

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History Study
See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Research

Constructed Approximately 1912, according to WHS research
Additional Construction Activity 1923 - Build one-story shop in rear of present store, 1926- 

Build one-story foundation for a first brick shop, 1927 - Build 
one-story brick shop, 2015 - New awning installation, 2020 - 
Replace metal roof at west side of building, 2023- Deck 
repair

Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing No
Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) WHS research indicates that the property has historical 

significance. See attached report from the WHS provided in 
Attachment C for details.
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NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
Other Permits for New Primary Structures on 
Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley)

None

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and 
noise impacts in the neighborhood.

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted

No building permit application for a new commercial 
building addition or renovation has been submitted at this 
time.

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted

The applicant intends to demolish the front portion of the 
existing building and construct onto the remaining structure 
for a new commercial building. The applicant has submitted 
other necessary applications for the proposed plans 
including a certificate of appropriateness and zoning 
variation that will require review by the Design Review 
Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, and Village Council. A 
building permit application has not been received at this 
time, although a submission is anticipated subject to the 
outcomes of the respective board and commission 
approvals.  

DEMOLITION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

The Commission may order the issuance of a demolition delay of a historic or architecturally 
significant structure for up to but not exceeding 270 days from the date the Commission determines 
that an applicant is required to submit an HAIS for the structure the applicant wishes to demolish.

Should the HPC request an HAIS for the subject property at the November 4 Commission meeting, 
and after reviewing the HAIS at a future meeting the HPC determines the structure is significant and 
a delay should be issued, the Commission may at that time issue a demolition delay up to but not 
exceeding 270 days from November 4, 2024. 

COMMISSION REVIEW

The Commission may consider one of the following motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact Study 
Required or (2) Building and/or Property is Not Historic or Architecturally Significant.

Historical Architectural Impact Study Required
The Commission finds that based upon (1) the preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the HPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit. The Commission reached its 
conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria: [The Commission must note 
which of the following criteria is met]

1. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit;

2. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 
of the Village Code; (Subject Property is not a landmark)

3. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
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Conservation; and (Subject Property is not on the state survey)

4. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic Places. (Subject Property is not on National Register 
or the Illinois Register of Historic Places)

Building and/or Property Lacks Historic or Architectural Significance 
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village Code 
that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant a 
Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may proceed without 
delay. 

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment A: GIS Aerial Map
Attachment B: Preliminary Property History Study
Attachment C: Historical Society Research
Attachment D: Application Materials
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Disclaimer: The GIS Consortium and MGP Inc. are not liable for any use, misuse, modification or disclosure of any map provided under applicable law.  This map is for general information purposes only. Although the

information is believed to be generally accurate, errors may exist and the user should independently confirm for accuracy. The map does not constitute a regulatory determination and is not a base for engineering

design. A Registered Land Surveyor should be consulted to determine precise location boundaries on the ground.

ATTACHMENT A
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: OCTOBER 14, 2024 

SUBJECT: CASE NO. 24-19-LPC: 933 GREEN BAY ROAD 

INTRODUCTION 

On November 4th, 2024, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish 
the front portion of the mixed-use commercial building at 933 Green Bay Road. Please return any available 
information regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the 
end of the day on Tuesday, October 29, 2024. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 
cmarx@winnetka.org or (847) 716-3587.      

PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

2-3-1923 Build one-story shop in rear of 
present store 

John Odh Not listed 

12-21-1926 Build a one-story foundation for a 
first brick shop 

John Odh Howard Bower 

1-3-1927 Build a one-story brick shop John Odh Howard Bower 

8-12-2015 New awning installation Joanne Baker Not listed 

8-23-2020 Replace metal roof at west side of 
building 

Joanne Baker Not listed 

5-23-2023 Deck repair Joanne Baker Not listed 

ATTACHMENT B
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933 Green Bay – September 2024 
 

 
 

 Page 43 of 216



Page 44 of 216



PROPERTY RESEARCH 

COVERSHEET 

Address: 933 Green Bay 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: c. 1912 

Construction type: Masonry  

Style: unknown 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 

OWNER/RESIDENT 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

John A. Odh After 1912 – at 

least 1946 

Building permit applications, 

1944 directory, Winnetka 

Talk articles and obituary 

Longtime owner of 

upholstering and 

furniture and 

cabinet-making 

shop and early 

Hubbard Woods 

business owner.  

VJ Killian Co., Victor J. 

Killian  

1946 – 2021 Winnetka Talk advertisement 

and obituaries, VJ Killian 

Co. employee statement to 

WHS, VJ Killian Co. 

“About” webpage 

Founder and owner 

of VJ Killian, a 

plumbing company 

founded in 

Winnetka in 1920 

that is still in 

business today. 

Donald Hammond, 

Marianne Killian 

Hammond, Donald and 

Marianne Hammond 

Trust 

By 1989 – 2013 Cook County Recorder 

records 

Marianne 

Hammond was 

Victor J. Killian’s 

daughter  

Robert Baker and 

Joanne Hammond 

Baker, Donald 

Hammond Baker 

2013 – present Building permit applications, 

Cook County Recorder 

records, Cook Country 

Assessor records  

Joanne Baker is 

Victor J. Killian’s 

granddaughter 

(Marianne and 

Richard 

Hammond’s 

daughter)  

ATTACHMENT C
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ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND 

DESCRIPTION OF 

PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Howard Bower 1926 – build a one-story 

foundation for a first brick 

shop; 1927 – build a one-

story brick shop  

 

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Cook County Assessor records, Cook County 

Recorder records, historic phone books, WHS property files, WHS digital files, Ancestry.com, 

Chicago Tribune 

 

Findings: 

 

Our research does not indicate that this property is architecturally significant, but it does 

maintain historical significance as likely one of the oldest known buildings still standing in the 

Hubbard Woods business district, and as the longtime home of two historic Winnetka 

businesses.1 

 

The original build date is unclear. An article in the Winnetka Talk indicates that John A. Odh 

founded his upholstery and carpentry business in 1908 at this location, yet the 1909 directory 

indicates that Odh’s shop was first located on Linden near Oak Street, and the 1912 directory 

listing indicates that Odh’s shop was located in the Forberg building at 1055 Gage. Cook 

County’s records indicate that 933 Green Bay (formerly 933 Linden) was built c. 1912, so it is 

likely that Odh moved his shop into the building he owned at 933 Linden when it was completed 

that year. The 1914 Sanborn map shows that the building existed by that year.  

 

Odh’s business operated from 1908 to 1946 (c. 1912 to 1946 in this building), when he retired 

and likely sold the building to Victor J. Killian.2 Killian was the owner of VJ Killian Co., a 

plumbing business he founded in Winnetka in 1920. VJ Killian Co. operated out of this building 

until 2021 (according to an employee who spoke with WHS). Thus, members of the Killian 

family have likely owned the building since 1946 – 78 years.  

 

Permits and maps show that the building has been added to and altered. The 1914 Sanborn map 

indicates that that bay windows existed that year, so it is likely that the structure of the façade 

has been maintained. Further research is needed to confirm how much of the original structure 

has changed.  

 

 

                                                 
1 Comprehensive research into the age of Hubbard Woods’ business district has not be conducted. Our initial 

research reveals that many of the Tudor Revival buildings were built c. 1920s or later. The structure at 900 Green 

Bay appears to be one of the only other pre-1920s commercial buildings remaining in Hubbard Woods, but more 

research is needed to confirm this.  
2 We were not able to confirm that Killian purchased the building in 1946. It is possible that Odh still owned the 

building until his death in 1950, but without proof of a sale or purchase, we cannot be sure. It seems likely, however, 

the Killian purchased the building when Odh sold off all his materials and retired in 1946.  
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Date of Research: 10/16/2024 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  
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1909 directory  

 

 

1912 directory  

 

 

1914 Sanborn map  
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John Odh advertisement c. 1910 

 

 

 

Page 55 of 216



Cook County Recorder records  
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https://vjkillian.com/about/ 

For More Than 100 Years, We Have Been 
Providing Top Quality Plumbing Services To 
Chicago’s North Shore! 
VJ Killian started in 1920 with the vision to be the most trusted plumber in 
Chicago's north shore area. You can count on us for dependable 24 hour 
plumbing service when you need us. With over 100 years of service, the North 
Shore continues to count on VJ Kilian for quality and reliable plumbing and 
sewer repairs.  

Founded in 1920 
In 1920 Victor (Vic) Killian started the VJ Killian Company in Winnetka, 
Illinois to provide the highest quality plumbing and sewer repair services to 
Chicago’s North Shore. For more than 100 years, that tradition of high quality 

service remains the same and VJ Killian Company is still a family owned 
business. 
Today, VJ Killian Company has additional offices in Lake Forest and Glenview 
to better cover the entire North Shore.   

 

Page 65 of 216



Page 66 of 216



Property Details

05-17-123-004-0000
933 GREEN BAY RD ● WINNETKA, IL ● New Tier

Tax Details
PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION 212

SQUARE FOOTAGE (LAND) 7,441

NEIGHBORHOOD 22

TAXCODE 23008

NEXT SCHEDULED
REASSESSMENT

2022

Assessed Valuation
2020 Assessor Certified values include adjustments, where applicable, for COVID-19 effects on property.

2024 Assessor Certified
2023
Board of Review Certified

TOTAL ESTIMATED MARKET
VALUE

$1,458,920 $1,458,920

TOTAL ASSESSED VALUE $145,892 $145,892

LAND ASSESSED VALUE $24,555 $24,555

BUILDING ASSESSED VALUE $121,337 $121,337

 “Property Location” is not a legal/postal mailing address. Its sole purpose is to help our Office locate the property. Therefore, you should not utilize the

property location for any purpose, however, you may update the Property Location with your Legal/Postal Mailing Address should you choose to do so.

Updating the address will not change the Property Location to a Legal/Postal Mailing Address.

 Information may be available by submitting an FOIA Request

*

**
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Exemption Status
2023 Homeowner | N/A

Senior Citizen | N/A

Senior Freeze | N/A

Dis. Person Exemption | N/A

Dis. Veteran Exemption | N/A

2022 Homeowner | N/A

Senior Citizen | N/A

Senior Freeze | N/A

Dis. Person Exemption | N/A

Dis. Veteran Exemption | N/A

2021 Homeowner | N/A

Senior Citizen | N/A

Senior Freeze | N/A

Dis. Person Exemption | N/A

Dis. Veteran Exemption | N/A

Exemption History
2022

2021

2020

2019

Characteristics
DESCRIPTION Two to six apartments, up to 62 years

RESIDENCE TYPE Two Story

USE Multi Family

APARTMENTS TWO

EXTERIOR CONSTRUCTION Masonry

FULL BATHS 2

HALF BATHS 1

BASEMENT Partial

ATTIC None

CENTRAL AIR Yes

NUMBER OF FIREPLACES 0

GARAGE SIZE/TYPE None

AGE 112

BUILDING SQUARE FOOTAGE 6,003

ASSESSMENT PHASE Assessor Valuation

 Excluded from building square footage, except apartment

 Excluded from building square footage

 “Property Location” is not a legal/postal mailing address. Its sole purpose is to help our Office locate the property. Therefore, you should not utilize the

property location for any purpose, however, you may update the Property Location with your Legal/Postal Mailing Address should you choose to do so.

Updating the address will not change the Property Location to a Legal/Postal Mailing Address.

 Information may be available by submitting an FOIA Request

1

2

1

2

*

**
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Year Previous

Board

Certified

Assessor

Post-

Appeal

Valuation

Assessor

Valuation

Appeal

Number

Attorney/Tax

Representative

Applicant Status Result

2023 $145,892

(2022)

$145,892 $145,892 797180 ROBERT M

SARNOFF

Appeal

Review

Complete

Assessed

Value Not

Adjusted -

Market

Analysis &

Comps

2020 $103,677

(2019)

$103,677 $103,677 7055 ROBERT M

SARNOFF

DONALD

HAMMOND

BAKER

Appeal

Review

Complete

Assessed

Value Not

Adjusted -

The result of

a market

analysis of

your

property as

well as an

analysis of

comparable

properties.

2019 $99,099

(2018)

$217,386 $230,980 25466 ROBERT M

SARNOFF

DONALD

HAMMOND

BAKER

Appeal

Review

Complete

Assessed

Value

Adjusted -

This result is

based on

consideration

of submitted

appraisal and

also an

analysis of

comparable

properties.

1

Appeal History

Page 69 of 216



Page 70 of 216



Page 71 of 216



Page 72 of 216



Page 73 of 216



From:
To: Christopher Marx
Subject: Re: 933 Green Bay - Demo Permit
Date: Thursday, October 10, 2024 5:06:14 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Chris, thanks for reaching out. I sent photos before but can send them again when back in
office on Monday. Ideally demo would start in December or January and finish in February so
we can start construction, weather permitting.
Mitch Goltz
GW Properties

On Oct 10, 2024, at 10:21 PM, Christopher Marx <CMarx@winnetka.org> wrote:

Mitch,

I’ll be the staff person facilitating the demo permit. We need a few things for the
application to be on the November 4th meeting agenda of the Historic Preservation
Commission.

1. If you haven’t closed on the property yet, we’ll need a copy of the purchase
contract. This is not published in the agenda packet and is only for
verification purposes. In my voicemail I mentioned we need the owners
signature, but Ann Klaassen provided me the consent letter from the owner
which should suffice. I wasn’t aware that was provided when I called.

2. Proposed demolition schedule of the front portion of the building. It should
state the start date and end ate of the proposed demolition activities.
Please note that it is not binding and only a hypothetical timeline from the
applicant. A simple document stating this would be sufficient. This can be
an email attachment.

3. Digital images of the front façade and any portion on the side that is being
demo’d. These should be sent as digital attachments via email.

I’ll need these as soon as you can provide them. Is Monday or Tuesday of next
week feasible?  Feel free to contact me if necessary.
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Page 1

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA 

TO: HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE: OCTOBER 31, 2024

SUBJECT: 520 OAK STREET - HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURALLY 
SIGNIFICANT MAXIMUM BUILDING SIZE BONUS APPLICATION 
(CASE NO. 24-16-HPC)

INTRODUCTION
Meeting Date November 4, 2024
Commission Action Historic and architectural review to determine whether the 

property is historic or architecturally significant and 
therefore entitled to a one-time maximum building size 
bonus of 20%.  

Property Address 520 Oak Street
Property Owner Sarah and Jason Carano (collectively, the “Applicant”) 
Application Submitted by Sarah and Jason Carano
Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet

Completed

Public Comments as of Date of Memo As of the date of this memo, staff has received one written 
comment from the public regarding this application. (See 
Attachment E).

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Size 0.43 acres
Location South side of Oak Street between Polar Street and Sheridan 

Road
Improvements Single-family home with attached garage
Zoning R-4 Single Family Residential 
Surrounding Zoning R-4 Single Family Residential

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment A, HAIS and Attachment B, Winnetka 
Historical Society (WHS) Research

Constructed 1921
Additional Construction Activity 1921- Build a two-story brick and tile building with garage 

attached, 1955 – Make alterations to a two-story single-
family residence, 1970 – Construct an attached tool shed to a 
single-family residence, 1982 – Build two-story addition to 
single-family residence

Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing No
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Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) WHS research indicates that the property has architectural 
significance. See attached report from the WHS provided in 
Attachment C for details. 

WHS Comments on Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS)

WHS agrees with the assessment that the house is a good 
example of the Georgian Revival style, and that it contributes 
to the historic character of the neighborhood. (see 
Attachment B). 

MAXIMUM BUILDING SIZE BONUS
Gross Floor Area (GFA) Bonus 1161.49 square feet (20% of maximum permitted GFA of 

5807.45 square feet)
OTHER PERMITS OR APPROVALS
Building Permit Building permits were issued for interior renovations in 2008 

and 2012.     

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE FOR MAXIMUM BUILDING SIZE BONUS 

The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) may consider the granting of a bonus for maximum 
building size with the establishment of historical or architectural significance of the principal 
structure, based on evidence and findings from the HAIS submitted by the Applicant. 

COMMISSION REVIEW

In making its determination regarding the historical and architectural significance of the subject 
property, the Landmark Preservation Commission shall consider the following:

a. the Historic and Architectural Impact Study prepared pursuant to the foregoing Section 
15.52.050;

b. the preliminary property history study prepared pursuant to Section 15.52.040;
c. comments of the Winnetka Historical Society on the application and study; and
d. any other information, comment, or evidence received by the Commission at the meeting.

Prior to making a determination, the Commission must first determine if it finds the Historical 
Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) complete. If the HPC determines that the HAIS filed by the 
Applicant is incomplete or otherwise insufficient to enable the HPC to make a determination of 
historical or architectural significance, the HPC may direct the Applicant to complete, amend or 
supplement the report and may continue the consideration at another meeting pending the 
Applicant’s filing of a complete application.

If the Commission does find the HAIS complete, a Commission member may make one of the 
following two motions (a) Granting of Historic or Architectural Significance for purposes of a 
maximum building size bonus of 20 percent or (b) the Building and/or Property Lacks Sufficient 
Historic or Architectural Significance:

Historic or Architectural Significance

If the Commission does find the HAIS complete, the Commission must consider the historic or 
architectural significance from the following standards:

a. the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design without regard to the time built or 
historic associations;

b. the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design that is not the result of a change 
or a series of changes in the original structure;
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c. the structure exemplifies an architectural style, construction technique or building type once 
common in the Village;

d. the structure exhibits an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or construction technique 
that contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as an accent or counterpart; or

e. that the property has been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the Village 
Municipal Code, has been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structures Survey 
conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation, or has been listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places or the Illinois Register of Historic Places. (Subject 
Property is not a local landmark, on the National Register, or listed on the State survey)

The Commission finds the structure to have historic or architectural significance, with the Critical 
Exterior Historical or Architectural Features that warrant preservation possibly being, but not 
limited to, the following:

1. Hipped roof (example);                                                                                                      

2. Front entrance pediment typical of the traditional Georgian style house (example);

3. Red brick exterior façade (example);

4. ___________________________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________________________

[Commission members may identify more features if necessary] 

Based upon these findings, the property is granted a one-time maximum building size bonus 
of 20%. Any future alterations to the structure will be subject to review by the Director for the 
determination of their effect on the identified Critical Exterior Historical or Architectural 
Features. 

Building and/or Property Lacks Sufficient Historic or Architectural Significance

The Commission finds that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) submitted by the 
Applicant is complete and that the property does not have historic or architectural significance 
due to the findings that: 

a. the structure does not exhibit a high quality of architectural design without regard to 
the time built or historic associations;

b. the structure does not exhibit a high quality of architectural design that is not the 
result of a change or a series of changes in the original structure;

c. the structure does not exemplify an architectural style, construction technique or 
building type once common in the Village;

d. the structure does not exhibit an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or 
construction technique that contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as 
an accent or counterpart; or

e. that the property has not been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of 
the Village Municipal Code, has not been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structures Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation, or has not been listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the 
Illinois Register of Historic Places.

Page 77 of 216

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/winnetka/latest/winnetka_il/0-0-0-25190#JD_Chapter15.64
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/winnetka/latest/winnetka_il/0-0-0-25190#JD_Chapter15.64


Based upon these findings, the Commission finds that the property does not qualify for a 
maximum building size bonus. 

The owner may appeal the decision to the Village Council with a detailed request in writing to 
the Director within seven days after the determination by the Commission. 

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment A: HAIS prepared by Benjamin Historic Certifications, LLC
Attachment B: Historical Society Research
Attachment C: Historical Society HAIS Comments
Attachment D: Application Materials  
Attachment E: Public Correspondence
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HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTRUAL IMPACT STUDY (HAIS) 

THE PHILIP H. AND EMILIE T. MALLEN HOUSE 
520 OAK STREET, WINNETKA 

Susan Benjamin, Jeanne Sylvester and Laura Hershner 
BENJAMIN HISTORIC CERTIFICATIONS, LLC 
711 Marion Avenue 
Highland Park, IL 60035 
Submitted to the Village of Winnetka on October 4, 2024 

ATTACHMENT A
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Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 520 Oak Street 
 

 2 

 
 
 
 
Susan Benjamin, Jeanne Sylvester and Laura Hershner of Benjamin Historic Certifications have prepared 
this Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 520 Oak Street in Winnetka, Illinois. Our 
qualifications are as follows: 
 
Susan Benjamin is an architectural historian with over 40 years of experience, who has prepared hundreds 
of local and National Register nominations and property tax freeze and federal income tax credit 
applications. Her BA is in Art History from Brown University, and her MA is from the University of 
Minnesota. Susan served as the first chairman of Highland Park Historic Preservation Commission. She 
frequently consults on Historic Preservation projects, lectures and has written several articles and books 
on Chicago architecture. She and architect Stuart Cohen are the authors of Great Houses of Chicago: 
1871–1921 (2008) and North Shore Chicago: Houses of the Lakefront Suburbs: 1890–1940 (2004), 
published by Acanthus Press, New York. Susan has most recently co-authored another book, entitled 
Modern in the Middle: Chicago Houses 1929–1975 (2020). Susan is a resident of Highland Park. 
 
Jeanne Sylvester joined Benjamin Historic Certifications after receiving her MS in Historic Preservation 
from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. She has completed several architectural surveys, Historic 
and Architectural Impact Studies, Historic Resource Evaluations, Illinois Historic Property Tax Freeze 
applications, and federal and state historic tax credit projects, as well as researched and drafted National 
Register of Historic Places nominations. Jeanne earned a BA in history from Northwestern University and 
a JD from DePaul University College of Law. She is the author of “The ‘Beaux-Arts Boys of Chicago: 
An Architectural Genealogy, 1890–1930” published by the journal Classicist. Jeanne is a resident of 
Long Grove where she is chairperson of the Historic Preservation Commission and the Architectural 
Commission for the Village of Long Grove. 
 
Laura Hershner recently completed her thesis focusing on early North Shore developer C.A. Hemphill, 
earning her MS in historic preservation from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. While at school, 
Laura was part of the team awarded the Library of Congress 2023 Holland Prize for HABS 
documentation and a member of a finalist team in the Association for Preservation Technology’s 2023 
Student Design-Build Competition. Laura also served as the 2023 Driehaus Preservation Awards intern at 
Landmarks Illinois. Currently, she is writing a National Register nomination for the mid-century Eli 
Lipman House, 2633 Kenilworth Avenue in Wilmette, designed by Keck & Keck. She earned her BA in 
Geography from the University of Colorado at Boulder. Laura is a resident of Evanston. 
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Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 520 Oak Street 
 

 3 

 
520 Oak Street 

Original construction permit November 18, 1921 
With alterations in 1955, 1970, 1982, 2009, 2012 

Designed by Clark & Wolcott 
 

Property Index Number: 05-21-119-002-0000 
 

Ownership History of the Land Parcel 
The legal description for the property at 520 Oak Street is: 

 
That part of Block 41 in the Village of Winnetka described as follows: Beginning on the south line of Oak 
Street 100 feet east of the east line of Poplar Street, thence running east along the south line of Oak Street 
100 feet, thence south parallel with the east line of Poplar Street to a point midway between the south line 
of Oak Street and the North line of Cherry Street, thence west parallel with the south line of Oak Street 
100 feet and thence north to the point of beginning, in Cook County, Illinois. All in Sections 20 and 21, 
Township 42 North, Range 13, East of the Third Principal Meridian, in Cook County, Illinois. 
.  
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 520 Oak Street, Winnetka, Illinois 60093 
 
The house at 520 Oak Street is being evaluated for historic and architectural significance not because of a 
demolition request; but rather because the current owners are taking advantage of the Village of 
Winnetka’s zoning bonus. 
 

Historic Owners of the Land Parcel and 520 Oak Street: 
 

DATES OF OWNERSHIP OWNERS 
Prior to 1898 Hy E. Hand and wife 
1898 - 1914 Nellie P. Stewart 
1914? - 1921 Helen Stewart Doane and Dr. Philip S. Doane 
1921 - 1955 Philip H. and Emilie Mallen 
1955 - ? Ralph F. Huck 
1982 Gilles Piard 
1989 - 2008 Claude S. and Linda C. Garsin 
2008 - 2024 John Spencer Cotten and Lisa Cotten Roberts 
2024 - Present Jason and Sarah Carano 

 
The first direct reference to this property found in the Cook County Recorder’s Office Plat Books is from 
1898, when Hy E. Hand and wife sold the east 100’ of the property to Nellie P. Stewart.  
 
Nellie P. and Graeme Stewart 
Nellie Augusta Pullman Stewart was born on May 26, 1855 in Grand Rapids, Michigan. She came to 
Chicago as a child with her parents and in 1871 she took an active part in helping the victim of the 
Chicago Fire; following that, charitable work became a lifelong devotion. Nellie married Graeme Stewart, 
“a promising young merchant and very favorably known in social circles” in the “most brilliant event of 
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Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 520 Oak Street 
 

 4 

the week, and probably of the season,” on February 20, 1879.1 Nellie was the daughter of Albert B. 
Pullman., brother of George M. and Charles L. Pullman, from the Pullman Palace Car Company, and 
Emily Arvilla Bennett.  
 
Graeme Stewart was born in 1853 in Chicago and attended the Skinner Public School, the University of 
Chicago, and Julius Dyrenfurth’s Business College. He worked as a salesman for the Aldrich & 
Company’s Chicago office; during the Chicago Fire of 1871 he saved the company’s records by piling 
them into a carriage and escaping across the Rush Street Bridge before it was consumed in flames. He 
later was the head of W.W. Hoyt, a prominent wholesale grocer in Chicago.2 
 
Stewart was a leader in Chicago’s commercial, political, civic and social circles. He was a candidate for 
mayor of Chicago in 1903, losing to Carter Harrison by 7,000 votes. He was a member of the executive 
committee of the Republican national committee, as well as a Chicago Public School Board of Education 
Board Member and President. He was an advocate for acquiring what would become the Great Lakes 
Naval Training Center. Stewart died in 1905; a funeral service was held at Fourth Presbyterian Church 
and a  memorial service at Orchestra Hall. Numerous, lengthy articles about Stewart’s legacy appeared in 
local newspapers. The Chicago public school Graeme Stewart Public School was named for him not long 
after his death.3 Following Graeme’s death in 1905, Nellie spent most of her time overseas and she died 
in 1914.4  
 
The property was transferred to Nellie’s daughter Helen Pullman Stewart, the executrix of Nellie’s estate, 
sometime after Nellie’s death in 1914. The Recorder’s Office Plat Book notes that Nellie P. Stewart’s 
death was recorded on March 23, 1914; the next time the property is identified in the Plat Book is a quit 
claim deed dated October 23, 1920 from Helen S. Doane and husband to Philip S. Doane (Helen’s 
husband), which was recorded on March 2, 1921. The same date, Philip S. Doane and wife signed a 
warranty deed to Philip H. Mallen and Emilie, wife, and that document was recorded on the same date as 
the quit claim deed, March 2, 1921.  
 
Philip S. and Helen S. Doane 
Helen Pullman Stewart married Dr. Philip Schuyler Doane on January 1, 1903.5 Philip had been born 
about 1873 in Oak Park, Illinois. Following their marriage, Helen and Philip lived in Chicago until they 
moved to Pasadena, California, sometime between 1920 and 1930. Dr. Philip S. Doane was a physician 
and surgeon in Chicago. In 1904, the Winnetka Directory listed the Doanes as living in Winnetka on west 
Sheridan Road, the first house north of Oak Street. In 1914 their address was 500 Sheridan Road in 
Winnetka.6 The 1910 United States Federal Census identifies the Doanes as living at 1427 N. State Street 
in Chicago. The Winnetka residence was most likely their summer home. Philip died on April 27, 1940, 
in Pasadena, California.7 Helen had been president of the Chicago Woman’s Exchange, and during World 

 
1 “Society,” The Sunday Telegraph (Chicago), February 23, 1879, 4. 
2 Graeme Stewart Public School Building, Landmark Designation Report, City of Chicago, Department of 

Planning and Development, September 1, 2016.  
3 Id.. 
4 “Mrs. Graeme Stewart Dies After Extended Illness,” January 29, 1914, 16. 
5 “Many Gay Events Interest Society,” The Inter Ocean (Chicago, Illinois), January 4, 1903, 31. 
6 North Shore Directory, Village of Winnetka, 1904, 1914. 533. The 1914 directory listed Philip S. Doane, 

a physician, as living at 500 Sheridan Road in Winnetka.  
7 “Doane” [obit.], Chicago Tribune, April 29, 1940, 12. 
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War I she was a member of the boards of the Women’s auxiliary of the United States Shipping board, the 
Chicago chapter of the American Red Cross ,and St. Luke’s hospital. In California, Helen headed the 
woman’s section of the California Medical Association and was active in the Red Cross and civilian 
defense. She died in 1942.8 
 
Philip Henry and Emilie Tatge Mallen – First owners of the house at 520 Oak Street 
Philip Henry Mallen and his wife Emilie Tatge Mallen built the house at 520 Oak Street. Philip was a 
chemist and manufacturer of pharmacists’ supplies. He was also a third degree Mason. He was born on 
October 20, 1858 in Frankfort, Illinois, the son of Herman Friedrich Heinrich zum Mallen (1831 – 1903) 
and Gertrude Dilhoff (1830 – 1910). Both had emigrated to the United States from Germany.9 In 1860, 
Philip, his parents and his brother Herman were living in Newton, Massachusetts. The 1860 Federal 
Census noted that Philip’s father was a cabinet maker, and that Philip’s brother Herman had been born in 
Massachusetts.10 In 1870, the family was living in Boston and Philip had a sister, Amelia.11 Information 
for Philip was not found in the 1880 Federal Census.  
 
By 1882, Philip had moved back to Chicago and on February 15 of that year he married Clara Braun. 
Clara was born about 1864, and she died on March 30, 1889. Little else is known about her. 12 Two years 
later, on September 1, 1891, Philip married (Marie) Emilie Tatge.13 Emilie Tatge was born around 1864 
in Crete Mill, Illinois.14 Her parents were Conrad Tatge, a farmer and clerk of the Circuit Court of Will 
County in Joliet, and Sophia.15 Both Conrad and Sophia had been born in Germany and emigrated to the 
United States.  
 
The couple had one child, a son named Philip Tatge, who was born on September 10, 1893.16 In 1900, 
Philip, Emilie, their son Philip and one servant were living at 1661 Monroe Street in Chicago.17 By 1910 
they were living at 3522 Monroe Street, and by 1920 they had moved to 1219 Madison Park in Chicago.18 
The following year they applied for a permit to build the house at 520 Oak Street in Winnetka. 
 
The 1925 Winnetka directory lists Philip H. and his wife Emile as living at 520 Oak in Winnetka. He was 
listed as a chemist. Their son Philip T., listed as a druggist in manufacturing, and Philip T.’s wife 
Gertrude, were living at 920 Pine in Winnetka. Philip T. was born in 1893. While at the University of 
Chicago, he was a member and captain of the University of Chicago swim team. As a freshman in 1911, 
he unofficially beat the national record for a 40 yard swim, and in 1912, he tied the world’s record in the 

 
8 “Mrs. Helen Stewart Doane” [obit.], Chicago Tribune, June 28, 1942, 28. 
9 “Phillip H. Mallen,” Illinois, U.S., Deaths and Stillbirths Index, 1916 – 1947. 
10 “Philip Mellen”  (sic.), 1860 U.S. Federal Census. 
11 “Philip Mallen,”  1870 U.S. Federal Census. 
12 “Philip Mallen,” Cook County, Illinois, U.S., Marriages Index, 1871 – 1920; “Clara Mallen,” Illinois, 

U.S., Select Deaths Index, 1877 – 1916. 
13 “Philip Henry Mallem,” Illinois, U.S., Marriage Index, 1860 – 1920.  
14 “Marie Emilie Tatge,” Cook County, Illinois, U.S., Birth Certificates Index, 1871 – 1922. 
15 “Emielie Tatge,” 1870 U.S. Federal Census. 
16 “Mallen” [obit.], Chicago Tribune, December 10, 1941, 22; “Philip T. Mallen,” Cook County, Illinois, 

U.S. Birth Certificates Index, 1871 – 1922. 
17 “Millie Mallen,” 1900 U.S. Federal Census. 
18 “Emilie Mallen,” 1910, 1920 U.S. Federal Censuses. 
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60 yard swim.19 In 1917, when he registered for the draft in World War I, he was living at 3522 W. 
Monroe Street in Chicago. He was a clerk in “Physicians & Hospital Supplies” at the P.H. Mallen 
Company at 20 E. Randolph Street.20 The following year, on April 20, 1918, he married Gertrude French 
Chamberlain.21 In 1920, Philip T. and Gertrude were living at 1132 E. 46th Street in Chicago. He was 
involved in the wholesale drug industry. By 1930, Philip T., Gertrude, their son Philip III, Gertrude’s 
mother, and a maid were living at 920 Pine Street in Winnetka.  
 
Ten years later, in 1940, Philip T., Gertrude, their son Philip III, and their daughter Judith, were living at 
520 Oak Street with Philip H. and Emilie. Philip H. Mallen died on December 9, 1941.22 
Ten years later, in 1950, Philip H. and Gertrude had both died, and Philip T. Mallen was living with his 
mother Emilie at the house.23 In 1953, Philip T. Mallen announced that his daughter Judith Ann Mallen 
was engaged to John Burge Huck, son of Ralph and Catherine Huck. In 1954, Emilie died.24 Her death 
was recorded on February 15, 1955 in the Cook County Recorder’s Plat Book. A warranty deed dated 
April 26, 1955 was given by Philip T. Mallen to Ralph F. Huck and wife Catherine. 
 
Ralph F. and Catherine Huck 
Baptized Raphael Franciscus, Ralph Francis Huck was born on 
March 8, 1903 in Quincy, Illinois to Oscar P. Huck and Editha 
Burge.25 The huck family owned Huck Manufacturing Company 
in Quincy. Ralph Huck graduated from Quincy College in 1921 
and later served there as trustee in 1972. Huck also graduated 
from the University of Michigan Law School in 1926, where he 
later was a member of the Presidents Club. He was a highly 
successful  attorney and a municipal bond expert at the law firm 
of Chapman & Cutler, where he specialized in banking law for 
more than 50 years; he retired in 1977 as managing partner. He 
published numerous articles and lectured on banking and 
business law. Huck was also a director and general counsel of 
Harris Trust and Savings Bank and a member of the committee 
that drafted the Illinois Banking Act of 1957.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
19 “Mallen, Freshman Swimmer, Reduces a World’s Record,” The Inter Ocean (Chicago, Illinois), 

December 14, 1911, 13; “Freshman Swimming, 1912,” Cap and Gown XVII (1912). 
20 “Philip Tatge Mallen,” U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917 – 1918. 
21 “Philip Tatge Mallen,” Cook County, Illinois, U.S., Marriages Index, 1871 – 1920; Missouri Synod, 

U.S., Lutheran Church Records 1851 – 1973 for Philip Mallen. 
22 “Philip Henry Mallen” [obit.], Chicago Tribune, December 10, 1941, 22. 
23 1920, 1930, 1940, 1950 U.S. Federal Censuses. 
24 “Mallen” [obit.], Chicago Tribune, December 29, 1954, 34. 
25 Illinois, U.S., Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield Sacramental Records, 1853 – 1975. 

 
Ralph F. Huck 
Chicago Tribune 
February 12, 1962, 62 

Page 84 of 216



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 520 Oak Street 
 

 7 

He was a member of the American Bar Association where he was chairman of the Banking Committee of 
the section of Corporation Banking and Business Law in 1966-67, the Illinois Bar Association, the 
Chicago Bar Association, and the American Judicature Society.26 Ralph died in 1981; Catherine and 
Ralph were living in Wilmette at the time of his death. Catherine Hunter Huck was a member of the 
Evanston Woman’s Club and active, long term member and president of the Chicago Maternity Center.27 
She died in 1990.28 
 
No information was found at the Recorder’s Office for the transfer from Ralph or Catherine Huck to 
Gilles P. Piard, but it is known that Ralph and Catherine were living in Wilmette when Ralph died in 
1981. A Winnetka building permit dated 1982 shows that the owners of the house were Mr. and Mrs. 
Gilles P. Piard. Ownership of the house was likely transferred from the Hucks to the Piards around 1981. 
 
Gilles P. Piard and wife 
Research found no information for Mr. or Mrs. Gilles P. Piard. 
 
In 1989 the American National bank and Trust Company gave a trustees deed to Claude S. Garsin. It is 
not clear from the Recorder’s Office who owned the property after the Piards  owned it in 1982 through 
1989.  
 
Claude S. and Linda C. Garsin 
Claude Sarge Garsin and his wife Linda Clar Garsin owned the property from September 21, 1989 until 
March 11, 2008 when they gave warranty deeds to John Spencer Cotten. Research found no information 
for Mr. or Mrs. Garsin. 
 
John Spencer Cotten and Lisa Cotten Roberts 
John Spencer Cotten owned the property from 2008 until August 7, 2017, when he gave a quit claim deed 
to Lisa C. Roberts (believed to be his ex-wife Lisa Cotten) on July 5, 2024 Lisa Cotten gave a quit claim 
deed to the property to Lisa Roberts. Lisa C. Roberts gave a trustees deed to the present owners, Jason 
and Sarah Carano, on August 1, 2024. Research indicated that John Spencer Cotten, and Lisa Cotten 
Roberts, may be living and no pertinent information for purposes of this report was found. 
 
  

 
26 Directory of the 1926 Law Class University of Michigan, https://repository.law.umich.edu/class_pub 

(accessed September 26, 2024); “CTA to Confer in Washington on Loan Terms,” Chicago Daily Tribune, May 24, 
1962, 46; “People and Events,” Chicago Tribune, March 5, 1962, 56; “Annual Report of the Comptroller of the 
Currency: 1965-1966, https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/annual-report-comptroller-currency-56/1965-1966-
19187/fulltext (accessed September 26, 2024); Illinois, U.S., Mildred Hooper Obituary Collection, 1959 – 1981. 

27“North Town Sets Fete for Halloween,” Chicago Tribune, October 30, 1949, 49;  “Today’s Events,” 
Chicago Tribune, December 7, 1944, 29. 

28 “Huck” [obit.], Chicago Tribune, March 15, 1990, 48. 
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Narrative Description of the Property, including Alterations 
 
Permit History:  

Date of 
Application 

Owner Action Architect/Builder 

November 18, 1921 P.H. Mallen Build a 2-story 
and basement 
brick and tile 
building, garage 
attached 

Clark & Walcott 
A. Lund Co 

April 19, 1955 Mr. & Mrs. 
Ralph F. Huck 

Interior alteration 
to kitchen & bath 
& addition of tool 
room 

Howard Irwin 
Owner 

April 6, 1970 Mr. & Mrs. 
Ralph F. Huck 

Construct a brick 
veneer attached 
tool shed 

Howard E. Irwin 
Chester J. Rogal 

November 10, 1982 Mr. & Mrs. 
Gilles P. Piard 

Build 2-story 
frame addition 

Bill Sparr 
Wm. Netwig Bldrs 
 

September17, 2008 Spencer & Lisa 
Cotten 

Remodel 
Residential 
 

Robbins Architecture 
Rich Johanson 
Construction 

April 19, 2012 Spencer & Lisa 
Cotten 

Interior basement 
renovation in 
single family 
residence 

Robbins Architecture 
Schmidt & Haegeland 
Builders 

 
On October 29, 1921, The American Contractor reported that a two-story plus basement, brick and tile 
residence and garage, 30 x 60, would be built on Oak Street in Winnetka for owner  P.H. Mallen, 20 E. 
Randolph Street in Chicago. Architects would be Clark & Walcott, and the cost of the house would be 
$25,000.29 The following month, on November 18, 1921, builder A. Lund, from LaSalle Street in 
Chicago, applied for a permit to build the two-story brick and tile residence with attached garage. The 
house was to contain eight rooms plus a porch, and would be 81’ 11” wide, 28’10” deep and 27’ high. A. 
Lund would act as builder, carpenter and mason.30 
 
Not long after Mr. and Mrs. Ralph F. Huck purchased the home, they applied for a permit for interior 
alterations to the kitchen and bath (located at the east end of the second floor) and the addition of a tool 
room. The architect was Howard Irwin, and the owner acted as builder. The cost for the alterations was 
estimated to be $9,000. Fifteen years later, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph F. Huck applied for a permit to construct 
an attached brick veneer tool shed. The architect was Howard E. Irwin, and the builder was Chester J. 
Rogal. The cost was estimated to be $3,000.The drawing for the tool shed is attached to this report.  

 
29 “Building and Construction News Section,” The American Contractor 42 (October 29, 1921): 46.  
30 “Winnetka Building Permits,” The American Contractor 42 (November 26, 1921): 46; Village of 

Winnetka Permit File, 520 Oak Street, November 18, 1921. 
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In 1982, soon after purchasing the property, owners Mr. and Mrs. Gilles P. Piard applied for a permit to 
build a two-story frame  addition in the rear of the house. The architect was Bill Sparr, and the builder 
was Wm. Netwig Builders. The cost was estimated to be $60,000. Since the tool shed no longer exists, it 
is believed the structure was taken down and replaced by the addition. 
 
In 2008 owners Spencer and Lisa Cotten applied for a permit to remodel the dining room and kitchen into 
one large space and remodel the upstairs bath. In 2012, the same owners applied for a permit to renovate 
the basement. The architect for both projects was Celeste Robbins of Robbins Architecture. The general 
contractor for the 2012 project was Schmidt & Haegeland Builders. 
 
Physical Description 
Exterior: 
The brick residence at 520 Oak Street stands at two stories and has a rectangular footprint. It is built on a 
visible concrete foundation with a beveled top edge. The brick is a mix of red and purple clinkers laid in a 
unique bond that alternates paired headers and stretchers every sixth row. All roofs and dormers are 
hipped and clad in slate shingle. Two wide brick chimneys bookend the east and west sides of the primary 
massing. The house features symmetrical fenestration and six-over-six double-hung sash windows. All 
sills are header coursed. Scrolled metal shutter dogs flank the window sills. The first level lintels are 
solider courses and the second level lintels blend into the header string course below the wood fascia 
board. 
 
The front (north) elevation presents as two flush bays, the primary massing to the west and an attached 
garage to the east. The roof of a third, rear bay is somewhat visible behind the garage. On the primary 
facade the first level has a central entrance and two windows on either side. The recessed wood entrance 
door is paneled and features two small rectangular windows. It sits below a leaded glass fanlight. The 
entrance’s clapboard surround features an open pediment atop paired, flat, Tuscan-style pilasters. The 
arched architrave features a wood keystone. The door is accessed from Oak Street by a slate walkway 
leading to concrete steps with metal railings. Metal lanterns flank the entrance. The second level’s five 
windows align with the fenestration below, and each window is flanked by louvered wood shutters held 
open by shutter dogs.  
 
The garage bay is one and a half stories. The single-car garage door sits to the east of a multilight wood 
entrance door and a three-over-three double-hung sash window. There is a lantern between the doors. The 
door and garage are accessed from Oak Street by a two-car wide concrete pad driveway. The roof has a 
deeper eave than the primary massing. The eave is closed and displays brackets. There is a multi-light 
dormer window on the west side of the roof. 
 
The rear (south) elevation presents as three sections. The primary section is a two-story brick block with 
an enclosed porch projecting from the first level. The porch is fully fenestrated with narrow, paired ten-
light wood windows. Spandrel panels line the exterior below the sills. Central slim wood French doors 
open into the porch. The porch is accessed from the rear yard by a slate patio leading to wide central slate 
steps flanked by slate plinths. There are flat, Tuscan-style pilasters on the porch between windows and at 
the corners where the outside pilaster wraps the corner. The roof is flat with slightly projecting eaves. A 
railing of rectangular posts and balusters borders the roof. Each of its eight sections features a central 
geometric decoration. 
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The primary block’s brick massing has one double-hung window on either side of the porch. There are 
also three doorways on the porch interior. The second level fenestration aligns with the first level. It is 
five bays wide. At the center a multilight window is flanked by multilight doors that open to the porch 
roof. These are bookended by a double-hung window on each side. One louvered dormer is located above 
each of the two doors. 
 
The second section (to the east) is recessed from the primary block and third section, which is an addition. 
The first level is brick and has a central multilight wood door, accessed from the rear yard. The second 
level has a short pair of six-light windows above a truncated shed roof. The shed and second level roofs 
are clad in slate shingle. 
 
The third section (to the east) is a two-story rectangular mass. It is clad in faux-wood aluminum siding. 
The section projects to approximately the depth of the enclosed porch. Its south and west elevations each 
have one central double-hung window per level. The windows have varying light patterns. The lower 
level is accessed from the rear yard by a door at its northwest corner. 
 
The west (side) elevation features a wide central chimney. The chimney showcases decorative stepping 
on the first level and header coursing at its narrow points. On the first level the chimney is flanked by 
double-hung windows. On the second level there is a double-hung window with shutters to the north of 
the chimney and a bricked-in window area to the south. 
 
The east (side) elevation is difficult to access due to overgrown landscaping. The south end is slightly 
recessed. The north end is brick on the first level and faux-wood aluminum siding on the second level. 
The first level has two high windows, and the second level has one set of paired double-hung windows. 
The south end is faux-wood aluminum siding on the first and second levels. The first level has small, high 
windows, and the second level has one double-hung window. 
 
Interior: 
All of the public rooms are on the first floor. The front entrance opens to a vestibule with a 3 x 3” tiled 
floor and a multilight door that opens from the vestibule into the stairhall. Typical of Georgian Revival 
houses, there is a doorway at the opposite end of the foyer. This multilight door with sidelights opens to 
the enclosed porch. The stairhall has quartersawn hardwood floors, paneled wainscoting, and crown 
molding. A wide wood staircase rises up the west wall to a central landing with a fixed multilight 
window. 
 
Also typical of Georgian Revival houses, the living room space is accessed from the stairhall, which is 
centrally located. To the west is the living room and to the east is the kitchen/dining room. Both are 
accessed from the stairhall through matching, non-historic, multilight French doors. Both rooms have 
quartersawn hardwood floors, crown molding, and paneling under the windows. The living room is 
wallpapered, including the transom panel above the south door to the porch. A fireplace is located on the 
west wall between two windows. It has a brick firebox and stone surround. 
 
The large kitchen/dining room is not historic. Wood beams span the ceiling east-west. Open wall space 
features thick picture frame molding and doors have plastered transom panels. The room is divided by a 
floating island. A built-in banquette runs along the north windows. Cabinetry and appliances fill the west 
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wall. On the south wall multilight French doors open to the porch. The east wall holds more appliances 
and two entry points to the historic service wing. The north door leads to a small walk-through butler's 
pantry and the northwest entrance. The south door leads to the rear stairwell, powder room, rear yard, and 
garage. 
 
The final public space on the first floor is the enclosed porch. It has a slate floor and wood lattice ceiling. 
All windows and doors swing inward.  
 
All bedrooms are on the second level. The stairhall’s historic wainscotting and quartersawn hardwood 
floor continues up the stairs and through the second floor hallway. Thick baseboard and crown moldings 
carry throughout the second floor’s historic spaces. Immediately to the west, off the second floor landing, 
is the primary suite. This encompasses a contemporary bathroom, bedroom (with a door to the porch 
roof), and dressing room. On the south side of the hall is a large bedroom. This room features historic 
built-in closets and a door to the porch roof. On the north side of the hall is a small bedroom. Toward the 
east end of the hall is an arched entrance to the historic service wing. On the south side are a cedar closet 
and the rear stairs. On the north side is a mid-century bathroom with a dormer window. The hallway turns 
south through another arched entrance, to the house’s later addition. This area encompasses two 
contemporary bedrooms and one bathroom.  
 
The attic is unfinished and accessed through a pull-down ladder in the second floor hallway. A large 
portion of the basement is finished and is contemporary. 
 
Floor vents, baseboard heating, and cast iron radiators are found throughout the house. The rooms with 
baseboard heating (living room, kitchen/dining room, some upstairs spaces) still feature thick baseboard 
molding on one or more walls. Many paneled, solid wood doors and historic hardware remain throughout 
the house. 
 
Style of Architecture 
Georgian Revival 
The Georgian Revival style of architecture is a subtype of Colonial Revival. After the 1876 Centennial 
Exposition in Philadelphia, Colonial Revival became a kind of national style. The country’s 1876 
centennial celebrations awakened an interest in America’s Colonial architectural heritage. Even before 
1876, the demolition of the celebrated John Hancock House in 1863 shocked the county. The nationalism 
and patriotism that grew out of these events created a movement that had a profound effect on all aspects 
of American culture through World War II and into the 1950s. This wave of nostalgia was immediately 
reflected in American architecture. The interest in Colonial architecture was reinforced by the Classical 
architecture of the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition. Colonial Revival architecture, with its Classical 
detailing, order and symmetry offered an alternative to the exuberance of the Queen Anne style and the 
informality of the Shingle Style. As the Colonial Revival Style developed in the 1870s, however, 
transitional examples of homes combining the two styles were common. Many early Colonial Revival 
homes are stately, and mimic the scale of Queen Anne residences. Later, Colonial Revival houses were 
more similar to their Colonial precedents. In the 1910s and 1920s the style was widely published in 
journals and popular magazines. The White Pine Scenes of Architectural Monographs, dominated by 
photographs of Colonial buildings, was published in 1915 was an inspiration for many Colonial Revival 
designs. The style was particularly popular in the 1920s on the North Shore, when the population in 
Winnetka and the other communities grew. The Colonial Revival style changed over time and took 
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different forms. After 1935, examples of the style became much more simplified, features took on a more 
slender appearance and occasionally Art Deco elements appeared. In the late 1940s and later, when the 
ranch house became popular, Colonial Revival features were grafted onto these long, low homes. These 
houses incorporated built in a built in garage in the service area, outside the main block of the house.  
 
Virginia Savage McAlester, writing in A Field Guide to American Houses, describes the visual 
characteristics of Colonial Revival houses. Features of Colonial Revival architecture include a rectangular 
block form, symmetry, gable, or hip roofs (sometimes with dormers), shingles, clapboard or red brick 
walls, an accentuated center entrance, paneled doors topped by transoms, fanlights or pediments 
(sometimes) flanked by sidelights, and double-hung windows with multipane glazing and shutters,. In the 
more accurate interpretations of Colonial houses windows are not paired. Classical elements are typically 
found at the front entrance or the roofline. Pilasters supporting a pediment at the front entrance are 
typical. Cornices sometimes have modillions or dentils. Some Colonial Revival houses have small front 
porches with columns supporting a pedimented roof or balustrade. Others have a portico with a curved 
underside.31  
 
There are two basic subtypes of Colonial Revival architecture: Dutch Colonial Revival and Georgian 
Revival.32: Georgian Revival homes share common features with Colonial Revival structures, but 
Georgians are typically red brick or stone masonry and almost always have a front portico – either one or 
two stories. Roofs are usually hipped, and symmetrical chimneys are often prominent. Georgian Revival 
houses tend to be grand and fairly close to their Georgian precedents.  
 
Alan McGowens, writing in The Comfortable House: North American Suburban Architecture 1890 – 
1910,  comments that balance and symmetry, as visual metaphors of reasoned order, are eminently 
desirable design elements in symbols of authority, and they are the basis of High Georgian 
compositions.”33 “To live in a grand mansion of revived Georgian style was to proclaim wealth and 
power or aspirations to be.” It was the most popular style for the very rich and the upper middle class 
through the 1890 – 1930 years.34 
 
The house at 520 Oak Street is a text book example of the Georgian Revival subtype of Colonial Revival 
Architecture, as described by Virginia McAlester in her book on identifying and understanding America’s 
domestic architecture. It is red brick with a symmetrical main block and center entrance, which 
incorporates Classical features including a pediment and pilasters There is a leaded fanlight over the front 
door. The house has a curved portico leading to the recessed door. Chimneys are paired. Windows are 6/6 
multi-pane double hung sash. There are only two major changes to the exterior of the house: the front 
stoop and a two-story incompatible addition at the rear built in 1982. 

 
31 Virginia Savage McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide to Identifying and 

Understanding America’s Domestic Architecture (New York: Alfred A Knopf, a Division of Penguin Random 
House, 2013): 409-432. 

32 Based on Colonial homes from the Hudson River Valley, the characteristic feature of the Dutch Colonial 
style is the gambrel roof. The earlier examples, built in the 1890s and 1910s, have front-facing gambrels. Those built 
in the 1920s and later have side-facing gambrels, sometimes with lunettes in the gambrel end, and a large dormer (or 
two small dormers) across the front. The dormer or dormers and gambrel ends are frequently shingled. 

33 Alan Gowens, The Comfortable House: North American Suburban Architecture 1890 – 1910 
(Cambridge, Massachusetts: The MIT Press, 1986): 144. 

34 Ibid., 146. 
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Architects of 520 Oak Street  
Much research has been performed on Edwin Hill Clark, and, to a slightly lesser extent, Chester and 
Russell Walcott. The Winnetka Historical Society has a wealth of information in its collections about the 
work of these architects, including research about Edwin Hill Clark compiled by historian Charles Askins, 
and an interview with Mr. Askins and Susan Benjamin. Some of that information is attached to this 
report. Despite the amount of research that has been done, it is likely that there are buildings that are 
attributable to these architects in Winnetka and along the North Shore that have yet to be identified. 35 
 
Clark & Walcott 
The architectural firm of Clark & Walcott was formed in 1920 by Edwin H. Clark and Chester H. 
Walcott. The firm, located at Eight East Huron Street in Chicago, included architects Russell S. Walcott, 
Chester’s brother, and Robert G. Dwen and George W. Repp.36 Lasting until 1924, the firm of Clark |& 
Walcott designed many houses in Winnetka, including the Edwin Price House at 920 Hill Road 
(demolished), the Henry T. Stanton House at 698 Blackthorn Road in Winnetka (1921), the Mrs. Thomas 
Ritchie House at 35 Indian Hill Road (1922) and 480 Rosewood Avenue. The firm also designed the 
campus of North Shore Country Day School. In Chicago the firm was named architects for Lincoln Park 
and designed the Chicago Zoological Park, the Lincoln Park Administration Building, the Primate House, 
and the Aquarium.   
 
Edwin H. Clark 
Edwin Hill Clark was born on April 11, 1878, and graduated from Yale University in 1900. He also 
attended a program with the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and the Armour Institute (now the 
Illinois Institute of Technology).37 In 1906 Clark began working as a draftsman with architect William 
Otis. Earning his license the following year, Clark joined Otis as a partner in the firm of Otis & Clark, 
working with him until 1920 when Clark entered a partnership with Chester Walcott. The firm of Clark & 
Walcott lasted until 1924, when Clark left to form his own firm. The work of Otis & Clark was published 
in an article in the May, 1915 issue of The Architectural Record.38 
 
Clark moved to Winnetka in 1910, and designed two houses for himself and his family, 909 Mt. Pleasant 
and 251 White Oak Lane. He also designed homes for his brother Mancell. Clark joined the American 
Institute of Architects in 1914 and the Illinois Society of Architects in 1915. In 1927, Clark, along with 
Russell Walcott, were jurors for the design  competition for the Tribune Tower, both appointed by the 
AIA, Chicago chapter.39 Clark was appointed to the Illinois Arts Commission in 1929, by Illinois 
governor Louis Emmerson.40 His varied designs include, among many others, the Winnetka Village Hall, 
the Hinsdale Municipal Building, the Municipal Tuberculosis Sanitarium, Lake Forest’s Ridge Farm 
Preventorium tuberculosis facility, several buildings on the campus of North Shore Country Day School, 
Indian Hill Country Club, the Lake Forest Library, Brookfield Zoo, Plaza del Lago shopping center, and  

 
35 See, e.g., “Edwin Clark Buildings in Winnetka,” Winnetka Historical Society, 

https://www.winnetkahistory.org/edwin-clark-buildings-in-winnetka/ (accessed September 20, 2024). 
36 “Personal and Business Notes and Announcements, The American Contractor 41 (May 15, 1920): 36. 
37 “Edwin Hill Clark,” Charles Askins, 2001, Winnetka Historical Society.  
38 Herbert Croly, “Examples of the Work of Otis & Clark,” The Architectural Record XXXVII, no. V 

(May, 1915): 385. 
39“Tribune Tower Architects Get Medal of Honor,” Chicago Tribune, September 14, 1927, 3. 
40Charles Askins,  “Ewin Hill Clark,” 2001, Winnetka Historical Society.  
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the Thorne Miniature Rooms at the Art Institute of Chicago. Alone, or with his partners, Clark designed 
numerous residences in Chicago and along the North Shore. Clark died in 1967.41 His papers are in the 
collection of the Ryerson and Burnham Library at the Art Institute of Chicago. As Louise Holland, former 
Village President and Chair of the Winnetka Landmarks Commission said, “In Winnetka, houses by 
Clark are sacred.”42 
 
Chester Howe Walcott 
Chester Walcott was born in Chicago on December 2, 1883. He graduated from Princeton University in 
1903, and spent a few years in Italy and at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris. When he returned to the 
United States, Walcott joined architect Arthur Brown in a partnership known as Brown & Walcott. The 
firm designed St. Chrysostom’s Church in Chicago in 1913, the Bob-O-Link Clubhouse in Highland Park 
in 1916, and St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Park Ridge in 1918. The firm also designed residences in 
Chicago and the North Shore. In 1917, Chester Walcott left the partnership and worked alone, and with 
his brother Russell. In 1920, the two Walcott brothers joined architect Edwin Hill Clark to form Clark & 
Walcott. That partnership lasted until 1924.43 Chester Walcott died in 1947.44 
 
Russell Walcott 
Russell S. Walcott was born on May 28, 1889 in Chicago and grew up in Evanston. He graduated from 
Princeton University in 1912, and afterward, traveled and studied in Europe. Trained in the office of 
Howard Van Doren Shaw, Russell Walcott worked with his brother Chester, with the firm of Brown & 
Walcott, then Clark & Walcott, when they joined Edwin Hill Clark, and then on his own for a number of 
years. Finally, in 1928, Walcott partnered with Robert Work, where they formed Walcott & Work. 
 
In Winnetka, Walcott designed the house at 710 Walden Road in Winnetka (1923, demolished) and his 
own home at 1153 Pine Street in Winnetka (between 1920 and 1923, demolished). Other Winnetka 
houses attributed to Walcott are the Dwight Green House at 329 Chestnut (1922), 1050 Starr (1923), 1095 
Pine Street (1923), the William B. Moulton House, 1161 Pine Street (1923), the Gary Sutcliffe House, 
614 Pine Lane (1923), the John E. Miller, Jr. House, 700 Rosewood (1925), the Vernon Welsh House, 
1180 Westmoor (1928), and the Mellen C. Martin House, 630 Rosewood (1924). Another house Walcott 
designed in the Indian Hill area very close to Winnetka is the Richard S. Bull house at 43 Locust Road 
(1926). Russell Walcott died in 1959 in North Carolina.45 
 
Edwin Hill Clark and both of the Walcotts were highly skilled and successful architects who designed 
many houses and estates across the North Shore in a variety of revival styles.  
  

 
41 “Clark”[obit.], Chicago Tribune, January 22, 1967, 42. 
42 Dennis Rodkin, “Kerry Wood Sells the Winnetka Mansion He Couldn’t Tear Down,” Chicago 

Magazine, December 9, 2013, https://www.chicagomag.com/real-estate/December-2013/Kerry-Wood-Sells-
Winnetka-Mansion-He-Couldnt-Tear-Down/ (accessed September 20, 2024). 

43 “Chester H. Walcott,” Biographical Dictionary of American Architects (Deceased) (Los Angeles: New 
Age Publishing Co., 1956), 623; The American Contractor, May 15, 1920, 36; “News of the Architects,” February 
19, 1922, 22. 

44 “Walcott” [obit.], Chicago Tribune, October 28, 1947. 
45 “R.S. Walcott” [obit.], Asheville (North Carolina) Citizen-Times, May 7, 1959, 16; Bob Terrell, “Warrior 

Drive Turns the Tide,” The Asheville (North Carolina) Times, September 15, 1985, 11. 
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Howard E. Irwin 
Howard Emsley Irwin was born in Quincy, Illinois on August 13, 1897. He was the son of Charles 
Sylvester and Katherine Crew Irwin. Howard Irwin attended Northwestern University from 1918 – 1919, 
then the University of Illinois where he graduated with a BA in Architecture in 1923. From 1921 through 
1924, during summers while he was in school and for a year after graduation, he worked as a draftsman in 
the office of Robert S. DeGolyer. From 1925 – 1927 he worked as a draftsman and doing other general 
work for Elmo Lowe.46  
 
In 1926 Irwin was one of two winners of the first prizes in an 
architectural contest to design better looking buildings in the 
new suburb of Niles. Irwin was the winner in the bungalow class 
with a design for an English cottage. 47 In 1928 he passed the 
examination to become a registered architect. Of the 72 
candidates who took the examination that year, only 28 received 
certificates.48 That same year, Irwin formed his own firm. He 
joined the Chicago chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects in 1938, and later served on the membership 
committee.49 
 
Howard married Mary Katherine Durno, also of Evanston,  in 
1929. The couple were renting an apartment at 618 Sheridan 
Road in Evanston.50 By 1940 they were renting at 1006 Main 
Street in Evanston. By February of 1942, when Irwin registered 
for the draft in World War II, he was living at 2530 Bennett in 
Evanston, which also was the address of his office. 51 He, his 
wife, and their son John D., were living at that same address in 
1950. In 1962 Irwin’s office was 615 Davis Street in Evanston. 
In 1970 Irwin was still living at 2530 Bennett Avenue in 
Evanston, but his office was located at 1718 Sherman Avenue.52 
Howard Irwin died in 1987.53 
 
Principal works of Irwin’s include the Willis Gale Residence in Winnetka (1939), the Homeview and 
Harvard Ridge Apartments in Evanston (1952), the Mulford-Ridge Apartments, East (1953), the 
Greenwood Inn Apartments and the Perfecto Cleaning Plant (1955).54 During World War II he served 

 
46 “February Seniors will get Degrees,” The Daily Illini, June 11, 1923, 7; George S. Koyl, Ed., American 

Architects Directory, 2d. Ed. (New York: R.R. Bowker Company, 1962): 340. 
47 “Prizes Announced in Niles Contest for Home Designs,” Chicago Tribune, April 4, 1926, 46. 
48 “Five Former Illini Pass Exam, Receive Arch Certificates,” The Daily Illini, January 21, 1928, 1. 
49 Ibid.; American Architects Directory, 3rd. Ed. (New York: R.R. Bowker Company, 1970): 438. 
50 “Evanston Girl is Wed,” Chicago Tribune, July 31, 1929, 29; Howard Irwin, 1930 U.S. Federal Census. 
51 Howard Emsley Irwin, U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940 – 1947.  
52 American Architects Directory, 2nd. Ed. (New York: R.R. Bowker Company, 1962): 340; 

American Architects Directory, 3rd. Ed. (New York: R.R. Bowker Company, 1970): 438. 
53 “Howard E. Irwin,” Chicago Tribune, December 16, 1987, 54. 
54  American Architects Directory, 1st. Ed. (New York: R.R. Bowker Company, 1956): 269. 

 

Howard E. Irwin 
Chicago Tribune, April 4, 
1926, 46. 
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with the Federal Housing Commission He was a member of the Evanston Art Committee and chairman 
from 1964 – 67 and a. member of the Mayor’s Study Committee to determine need and where to locate a 
new Evanston Civic Center from 1966 – 1968. 
 
Landmark Status of the Property 
The building is not a local landmark in Winnetka; a form from Susan Benjamin’s 1989 Survey of 
Winnetka was not found in the Village Permit files. It was not included in the Illinois Historic Structures 
Survey (IHSS), a selective architectural and historical inventory conducted from 1971 – 75 of 50,000 
buildings in Illinois by the Illinois Historic Preservation Office. It is not specifically called out in the 
database of the Illinois Historic Preservation Division’s Historic and Architectural Resources Geographic 
Information System (HARGIS). The Dr. Paul W. and Eunice Greeley House at 545 Oak Street (1937, 
Frank Polito, architect), at the northwest corner of Oak and Poplar streets, northwest of 520 Oak, is the 
only residence in the vicinity that is included in HARGIS. The Greeley House was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 2011.  
 
Evaluation of Historic Significance 
The property where 520 Oak Street is situated has historic significance, as being located in one of the 
oldest neighborhoods in Winnetka. It is also important because  of its ownership by Nellie Pullman and 
Graeme Stewart, who were both leading citizens of  Chicago. However, the Stewarts did not build or live 
in the house. While all of the owners of 520 Oak Street were successful and likely leaders in the 
community, the house’s most prominent owner was Ralph F. Huck, a highly successful  attorney and a 
municipal bond expert at a leading law firm. Huck authored and published numerous articles and lectured 
on banking and business law. Huck was also a director and general counsel of Harris Trust and Savings 
Bank and a member of the committee that drafted the Illinois Banking Act of 1957. He was a member of 
the American Bar Association, where he was chairman of the Banking Committee of the section of 
Corporation Banking and Business Law, the Illinois and Chicago Bar Associations, and the American 
Judicature Society.55 Through his work, Ralph Huck’s significance extended throughout the community, 
the State of Illinois, and across the nation. His wife Catherine Hunter Huck was a member of the 
Evanston Woman’s Club and active, long term member and president of the Chicago Maternity Center.  
 
Evaluation of Architectural Significance 
The house at 520 Oak Street is an excellent example of the Georgian Revival subtype of Colonial Revival 
Architecture. Identifying features include its red brick walls with a symmetrical main block and center 
entrance that incorporates Classical features, including a pediment and pilasters, and recessed door with a 
leaded fanlight. The house has a curved portico leading to the front entrance. Windows are 6/6 multi-pane 
double hung sash, with shutters and shutter dogs on the second floor. The only major changes to the 
exterior of the house are the front stoop and a two-story incompatible addition at the rear. 
 
The house at 520 contributes to the character of Oak Street. There is a consistency of scale and design 
quality; there is a compatibility of styles, at the same time, there is variety. Nothing is jarring. There are 
uniform setbacks. All the houses contribute to the feeling of a very pleasant historic neighborhood. 

 
55 Directory of the 1926 Law Class University of Michigan, https://repository.law.umich.edu/class_pub 

(accessed September 26, 2024); “CTA to Confer in Washington on Loan Terms,” Chicago Daily Tribune, May 24, 
1962, 46; “People and Events,” Chicago Tribune, March 5, 1962, 56; “Annual Report of the Comptroller of the 
Currency: 1965-1966, https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/annual-report-comptroller-currency-56/1965-1966-
19187/fulltext (accessed September 26, 2024); Illinois, U.S., Mildred Hooper Obituary Collection, 1959 – 1981. 
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Evaluation of Neighborhood Impact 
This red brick Georgian Revival house, which is unaltered on the exterior front façade and the main block 
of the rear facade, is compatible with the historic revival houses surrounding it, and by retaining the 
critical historic features, the house will continue to enhance the integrity of the block. 
 
Summary Opinion 
Preserving the building at 520 Oak Street and assembling information on its historic and architectural 
significance in the form of an HAIS allows for the areas of the house that perhaps are not functional in 
terms of 20th century livability to be updated. The zoning bonus available for houses that prove to be 
historically or architecturally significant allows for their long term viability. 
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Attachment B: Exterior Photographs of 520 Oak Street 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Front (north) façade, looking south   Rear (south) façade, looking north 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
South façade sunporch looking north   Sunporch view west 
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Deck over sunporch view south     West façade view southeast   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Typical Front Window      Front entrance  
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Attachment C: Interior Photographs of 520 Oak Street 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Front entrance vestibule view north  Stair hall looking north toward front entrance  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stair hall looking south toward sunporch   Entrance to living room 
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Living room west wall     Living room south wall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Entrance to kitchen/former dining room   Kitchen/former dining room, view west 
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Kitchen, former dining room, view southwest Sunporch view east  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunporch view into yard    Second floor stairhall 
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Second Floor Hallway view toward addition  Second floor hallway view east 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Second floor bedroom with built-ins 
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Attachment D: Table of Information for Residences in the Surrounding Neighborhood  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Recipient of Winnetka Preservation Award for Rehabilitation 
 Sensitive Addition, May 16, 2000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
ADDRESS YEAR OF PERMIT 

APPLICATION 
ARCHITECT 
     BUILDER 

STYLE ORIGINAL 
OWNER 

532 Oak Street Prior to 1929  Queen Anne  
520 Oak Street 1921 Clark & Walcott 

A. Lund Co.  
Georgian Revival Philip H. and 

Emilie T. Mallen 
514 Oak Street* Prior to 1935  English Arts & 

Crafts 
 

480 Sheridan 
Road 

1921  Mediterranean 
Revival 

Robert Wales? 
(Illegible) 

500 Sheridan 
Road 

 
1947 

Henry H. 
Newhouse 
   Joseph 
Cabonagi 

 
Colonial Revival 

 
Dr. Benjamin 
Boshes 

535 Oak Street 1924 Huszagh Hill 
   Consolidated      

Construction 
Co. 

 
Spanish Revival 

Kenneth A. 
Huszagh 
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Attachment E: Photographs of Residences in the Surrounding Neighborhood  
 
South side of Oak Street between Poplar Street and Sheridan Road 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
532 Oak Street      520 Oak Street 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
514 Oak Street      480 Sheridan Road 
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North side of Oak Street between Poplar Street and Sheridan Road 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

535 Oak Street       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

500 Sheridan Road 
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Attachment F: Select Research 
 

1. Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
1938 Map 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2. Sidwell Map 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Page 108 of 216



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 520 Oak Street 
 

 31 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Close up of 520 Oak Street, 1938 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 
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1950 Map 
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Close up of 520 Oak Street, 1950 U.S. Sanborn Map 
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2. Google Earth Map 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
3. Plat of Survey 
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3. Plat of Survey, 2024 
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4. Cook County Recorder’s Office Plat Book Information – Tract Book 249B 
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5. Real Estate Listings 
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8. Other Information

June 2, 1955 Plat of Survey 
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Garden Tool Room for the Ralph Huck Residence, 520 Oak Street, Winnetka, Illinois 
Howard E. Irwin, AIA, Architect, December 1, 1969 (demolished) 

Page 151 of 216



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 520 Oak Street 

74 

Page 152 of 216



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 520 Oak Street 

75 

Winnetka Historical Society 

Page 153 of 216



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 520 Oak Street 

76 

Page 154 of 216



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 520 Oak Street 

77 

Winnetka Historical Society 

Page 155 of 216



October 17, 2024 

P.O. Box 365 Winnetka, Illinois 60093  847-446-0001  www.winnetkahistory.org   curator@winnetkahistory.org 

Christopher Marx, AICP 
Associate Planner 
Village of Winnetka – Department of Community Development 
510 Green Bay Road 
Winnetka, Illinois 60093 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

The Winnetka Historical Society has reviewed Benjamin Historic Certifications’ thorough research of 
520 Oak Street. We agree with the assessment that the house is a very good example of the Georgian 
Revival style, and that it contributes to the historic character of the neighborhood. We agree that 
allowing the updates will better enable the structure’s long term viability. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Trieschmann Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Executive Director Curator 

ATTACHMENT B
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PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
 

     

Address: 520 Oak  

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1921 

Construction type: Brick  

Style: Georgian  

 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER NAME DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Philip H. and 

Emilie T. Mallen 

1921 – 1955 Building permit application, 

Winnetka Talk obituary, 

Chicago Tribune obituary   

 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 

F. Huck  

1955 – 1977 Building permit application, 

real estate listing, Chicago 

Tribune obituary  

 

Mr. and Mrs. Gilles 

P. Piard 

1982 Building permit application   

Claude S. and 

Linda C. Garsin 

By 1989 – 2008 Cook County Recorder 

records  

 

Lisa (Roberts) and 

Spencer Cotten 

2008 – 2017 Cook County Recorder 

records 

 

Lisa Roberts 

(formerly Lisa 

Cotten) 

2017 – 2024  Cook County Recorder 

records 

 

Jason and Sarah 

Carano 

2024 Cook County Recorder 

records 

 

   

 

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND 

DESCRIPTION OF 

PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Clark & Walcott  1921 – build a 2-story and 

basement brick and tile – 

garage attached  

Select WHS materials about 

Edwin Clark and Chester 

Walcott  

Howard E. Irwin 1955 – make alterations to a 

2-story single family 

residence; 1970 – construct 

an attached tool shed  

 

ATTACHMENT C
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Bill Sparr 1982 – build 2-story addition 

to single family residence  

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Cook County Assessor records, Cook County 

Recorder records, historic phone books, WHS property files, WHS digital files, Ancestry.com, 

Chicago Tribune 

Findings: 

Our research indicates that this property maintains architectural significance as a Georgian 

Revival design by Clark & Walcott. Edwin Clark and Chester Walcott were both prominent local 

architects who designed several notable structures during their partnership (c. 1920-1924), on 

their own, and during other partnerships.  

Clark was a prolific Winnetka-based architect who designed many historic Winnetka homes, 

including 280 White Oak Lane, 76 Locust, 687 Blackthorn, and 909 Mt. Pleasant, to name a few. 

Notably, Clark also designed famed filmmaker and photographer John Nash Ott Jr.’s home at 40 

Woodley. While Clark primarily designed single-family homes on the North Shore, he is perhaps 

best-known for some of his public buildings, including the Chicago Zoological Park, the 

Brookfield Zoo, the Hinsdale Memorial Building, and Winnetka’s Village Hall, which is a Local 

Designated Landmark. Clark formed a partnership with prominent local architect William Otis in 

1908, which lasted until 1920 (when his partnership with Walcott began).1 

Walcott also designed several notable buildings in the Chicagoland area during his partnership 

with Arthur Brown (1910-1916), with Clark, and on his own. His notable designs include the 

YMCA buildings in Evanston and Kenosha, WI, St. Chrysostom’s Church and Parish House in 

Chicago, Lake Forest Academy, and, in Winnetka, 1066 Oak and 722 Prospect. 

Together, Clark & Walcott designed the homes at 520 Oak and 480 Rosewood, as well as the 

Lincoln Park Aquarium.  

Date of Research: 9/10/2024 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society 

1 During their partnership, Otis and Clark designed 760 and 777 Bryant, 485 Cherry, 565 Willow, 1127 Sheridan, 12 

Indian Hill (now 13 Indian Hill), and the Indian Hill Club’s clubhouse, to name a few.  
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 

MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: OCTOBER 10, 2024 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 24-16-LPC: 520 OAK STREET 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On November 4th, 2024, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish 
the residence at 520 Oak Street. Please return any available information regarding the architectural and 
historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the day on Friday, October 25th, 2024. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at cmarx@winnetka.org or (847) 716-3587.      
    
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

11-18-1921 Build a two-story brick and tile 
garage 

P.H. Mallen Clark Wolcott 

4-19-1955 Make alterations to a two-story 
single family residence 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph F. Huck Howard Irwin 

4-6-1970 Construct an attached toold shed 
to a single family residence 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph F. Huck Howard Irwin 

12-1-1982 Build two-story addition to single 
family residence 

Mr. and Mrs. Gilles P. Piard Bill Sparr 
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520 Oak – Exterior Photos, September 2024 
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Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

C. H. WALCOTT, 64, LAKE FOREST ARCHITECT, DIES
Chicago Daily Tribune (1923-1963); Oct 27, 1947; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. 61
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/370396362/

Chicago Tribune (Chicago, Illinois) · Thu, Dec 11, 1941 · Page 31
Downloaded on Sep 9, 2024

 
 

 
 Copyright © 2024 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/386952298/

Chicago Tribune (Chicago, Illinois) · Tue, Jun 30, 1981 · Page 53
Downloaded on Sep 9, 2024

 
 

 
 Copyright © 2024 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

Page 207 of 216



Page 208 of 216



Page 209 of 216



Page 210 of 216



Page 211 of 216



Page 212 of 216



Page 213 of 216



From:
To: Obaid Khalid; Jeremy Tucker; Planning
Cc: Hayley Frank
Subject: Re: 520 Oak Street in relation to case 24-16-HPC PIN 05-21-119-002-0000
Date: Monday, October 28, 2024 11:15:54 AM
Attachments: image001.png

520 Oak_10282024095446.pdf
745D30DB-6773-4563-8FCF-1E77BCF3D7C4_1_105_c.png
IMG_4725.HEIC

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know
the content is safe.

﻿
Mr. Khalid,

Pursuant to our previous emails included in this string below, I had informed you that we live directly to the south of 520
Oak Street and expressed concerns about the large body of standing water that forms on our back fence line of our
property at 519 Cherry Street each time it rains.  (Please see attached photo marked 745D30DB-6773)   I had also
discussed the problems with the large mass of standing water that remains in the back yard for days and sometimes
weeks each time after a rain occurs. 

You were kind enough to verify this by providing the topography maps attached in your email string showing that the
water I referred to and included in the photo sent to you has no natural drainage outlet.  At the time of my last
correspondence, I had expressed concerns over any potential building improvements to the 520 Oak Street property,
but you indicated that since, at the time of our last email exchange,  there was no permit for remodeling or work on the
property, there was little that you could do.

This weekend, I received the attached notice, which indicates that the owner of the property at 520 Oak wishes to
petition the village for a “one-time, maximum building size bonus of 20 percent.”  I have realistic concerns that absent
any action by the village to mandate water remediation on this property, the increased massing of this proposed
improvement will either:

1. Exasperate an already existing problem by allowing the standing water to remain on the back fence line during
rains; .  I must add the fact that the standing water makes the back yards of the adjoining properties unlivable for
weeks after a rain because of the massive mosquito problem of the standing water.   (See attached photo marked
IMG_4725.HEIC which is a daily catch of mosquitos in my back yard’s mosquito catcher when the water is
present in the yard of 520 Oak.)

or
2. Forcing the water accumulation currently on 520 Oak south into the properties to the south and east of 520 Oak

street. 

I am all for remodeling and improving the homes in our neighborhood.  I encourage and wholeheartedly support it, but
that cannot come at the cost of the adjoining property owner’s enjoyment and use of their own land.  You had previously
referenced the proposal that the owner of 520 Oak Street could tie into the street drainage line on Oak to alleviate the
water problem.   Now that there is a permit pending, I would like to know what steps the village is going to take to
address this water issue and the potential issue of the massing of this proposed structure on the surrounding
properties. 

Thomas Glasgow

ATTACHMENT E
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HPC Monthly Communications Ideas – November 4, 2024

1. GFA bonus for restoring older homes 

2. GFA Bonus Properties – 595 Elm and 615 Elm 

3. Architects and contractors who specialize in restoring vintage homes

4. Winnetka Preservation Award recipients’ testimonials for preservation 

5. Solid Rock House, 82 Essex – materials reuse and architectural archiving

6. 1207 Whitebridge Hill Road – Landmark Nomination

7. Historic Home Preservation tools

8. Children’s architectural activities

9. Winnetka Historical Society architectural listing

10. Guest spot at farmer’s market for outreach

11. Addition to Crow Island School, a historically and architecturally significant property
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