
 

 
 

LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION SPECIAL VIRTUAL MEETING AGENDA  
 

THURSDAY, MAY 6, 2021 - 5:30 PM 
 

In accordance with social distancing requirements and Governor Pritzker’s Executive Order 2021-09 and Senate 
Bill 2135, the Winnetka Landmark Preservation Commission special meeting on Thursday, May 6, 2021 will be 
held virtually.  The meeting will be livestreamed via the Zoom platform.  In accordance with Public Act 101-
0640, at least one representative from the Village will be present at Village Hall Council Chambers, 510 Green 
Bay Road, Winnetka, IL, and the virtual meeting will be simulcast at Village Hall for members of the public 
who do not wish to view the virtual meeting from another location.  Pursuant to the Executive Order issued 
by the Governor, the number of people who may gather at Village Hall for the meeting is limited due to the 
mandated social distancing guidelines.  Accordingly, the opportunity to view the virtual meeting at Village 
Hall is available on a “first come, first-served” basis. 
 
The public has the following two options for virtually observing and participating during this virtual Landmark 
Preservation Commission meeting, including the ability to provide testimony or comments.  Persons wishing 
to participate are strongly encouraged (but not required) to complete the Sign-In form found at 
www.villageofwinnetka.org/meetingsignin.  
 

          1) Telephone (audio only). Call: 312-626-6799; when prompted enter the Webinar ID:  949 0459 5334 
              (Please note there is no additional password or attendee ID required.)  

          2) Livestream (both audio and video feed). Download the Zoom meetings app to your smart phone,    
               tablet, or computer, and then join Webinar ID:  949 0459 5334; Webinar Password:  LPC050621 
 

If you wish to provide testimony or comments prior to the meeting, you may provide them one of three ways: 
 

1) By sending an email to planning@winnetka.org; 
2) By sending a letter to Community Development Department, Village of Winnetka, 510 Green Bay 

Road, Winnetka, IL  60093, or 
3) By leaving a voice mail message at the phone number 847-716-3524. All voicemail messages will be 

transcribed into a written format. 
 
All comments received prior to the posting of the agenda packet will be included in the agenda packet.  All 
comments received after the agenda packet has been posted and received by 5:00 PM the day of the meeting 
will be read at the meeting by staff.  Such public comment is limited to 200 words or less and should identify 
both (1) the subject of the comment being offered (such as property address or case number of the agenda 
item) and (2) the full name of the individual providing the comments.  In addition, you may wish to include 
your street address, phone number, and the name of the organization or agency you represent, if applicable.  
 
General comments for matters not on the agenda will be read at the end of the meeting under Public Comment. 
Comments specific to a particular agenda item will be read during the discussion of that agenda item.  
 
All emails received will be acknowledged either during or after the meeting, depending on when they are 
received. 
 
Persons seeking additional information concerning any of the applications, accessing the virtual meetings, or 
requesting alternative means to provide testimony or public comment are directed to email inquiries to 
planning@winnetka.org or by calling 847-716-3587. 

 

http://www.villageofwinnetka.org/meetingsignin
mailto:planning@winnetka.org
mailto:planning@winnetka.org


LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION – SPECIAL VIRTUAL MEETING AGENDA  
THURSDAY, MAY 6, 2021 - 5:30 PM 

 
AGENDA ITEMS 

 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call. 
 
2. Introductory Remarks Regarding Conduct of Virtual Meeting. 

 
3. Case No. 21-05-LPC – 1265 Westmoor (Continued from the May 3, 2021 meeting):  Review 

of the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for the single-family residence at 1265 
Westmoor Road. 

 
4. Public Comment. 

 
5. Adjournment 
 
Note:  Public comment is permitted on all agenda items. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE 
 

All agenda materials are available at www.villageofwinnetka.org/agendacenter. 
 

The Village of Winnetka, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, requests that all persons with 
disabilities, who require certain accommodations to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting or 
have questions about the accessibility of the meeting or facilities contact the Village ADA Coordinator at 510 Green 
Bay Road, Winnetka, Illinois 60093, (Telephone (847) 716-3543; T.D.D. (847) 501-6041). 

http://www.villageofwinnetka.org/agendacenter


  

 

 
   

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 

 
 

MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION  

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: MAY 4, 2021  

SUBJECT:  1265 WESTMOOR ROAD – HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT 
STUDY (CASE NO. 21-05-LPC)  

 
INTRODUCTION 

On May 6, 2021, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) is scheduled to hold a special meeting at 
which it will hold a continued virtual public meeting, in accordance with social distancing requirements 
and Governor Pritzker’s Stay-at-Home Executive Order, to consider the Historical Architectural Impact 
Study (HAIS) of the property located at 1265 Westmoor Road (the “Subject Property”), prepared by Susan 
Benjamin and Jeanne Sylvester at the request of Steve Eisen (the “Owner”). The meeting is a continuation 
of the May 3, 2021 meeting at which the Commission did not reach a decision on whether to impose a 
demolition delay or allow the demolition permit to proceed.  
 
MAY 3, 2021 LPC MEETING SUMMARY 

At the May 3, 2021 meeting, by a vote of 6-0, the LPC found the HAIS to be complete.   However, the LPC 
was divided regarding whether to apply the maximum delay of 270 days or a lesser delay if the Owner 
agreed to market the property for a set number of days.  The Commission also discussed the lesser delay 
including an agreement with the Owner to list the Subject Property with a realtor familiar with modern 
architecture and to list the property at a “reasonable price” that allowed the owner to cover his purchase 
price of the property plus his carrying costs and other expenses associated with owning the property.  A 
motion for a lesser delay with a condition that the Subject Property be listed with a realtor familiar with 
modern architecture failed by a vote of 3 to 3.  After that motion failed, a motion was made to impose 
the maximum 270-day delay.  This motion also failed by a vote of 3 to 3.  Ultimately, given the late hour, 
the LPC voted to continue the item to a special meeting on Thursday, May 3.   

 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

For the Commission’s reference, the staff report and all the attachments, including the HAIS, presented 
for the May 3, 2021 meeting is included as Attachment 1. 
 
The LPC must make a final determination as to whether the property has historical or architectural 
significance and whether to impose a demolition delay for up to 270 days.  Draft motions can be found on 
pages 2 and 3 of Attachment 1.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment I:  1265 Westmoor Agenda Packet from May 3, 2021 LPC Meeting 



   
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: APRIL 27, 2021 

SUBJECT: 1265 WESTMOOR ROAD – HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL 
IMPACT STUDY (CASE NO. 21-05-LPC) 

INTRODUCTION 
Meeting Date May 3, 2021 
Requested Commission Action Determine (1) whether the HAIS is complete; (2) whether the 

proposed demolition will have a significant negative 
architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a 
whole or on the immediate neighborhood; and (3) whether 
demolition should be delayed in order to explore alternatives 
to total demolition. 

Preliminary Historical and Architectural 
Review 

March 1, 2021, by a vote of 6-0, required submittal of an 
HAIS. 

Property Address 1265 Westmoor Road (See Attachment C – Aerial Map) 
Property Owner Steve Eisen 
Application Submitted by Steve Eisen 
Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed 

Newspaper Notice The meeting was properly noticed in the Winnetka Talk on 
April 15, 2021. 

Public Comments as of Date of Memo As of the date of this memo, staff has received one written 
comment from the public regarding this application.  (See 
Attachment G – Public Correspondence)  

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Comments on HAIS 

WHS finds the HAIS complete and agrees with the 
assessment that the property at 1265 Westmoor has both 
historical and architectural significance. (Attachment B). 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
Size 0.75 acres 
Location North side of Westmoor Road between Hibbard Road and 

Laurel Avenue 
Improvements Single-family residence with detached garage 
Zoning R-2 Single Family Residential
Surrounding Zoning R-2 Single Family Residential

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment D, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment E, Winnetka Historical Society Report 
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Constructed 1964 
Additional Construction Activity 1973 – Construct room addition to single family residence 
Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing No 
Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) The WHS agrees with the HAIS conclusion that the property 

has architectural significance. See attached reports from the 
WHS provided in Attachments B and E for details.   

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 
Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes 
on Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley) 

None 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and 
noise impacts in the neighborhood. 

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted 

Site restoration permit submitted on January 8, 2021. 

COMMISSION REVIEW 

In making its determination regarding the historical and architectural impact of the subject 
property, the Landmark Preservation Commission shall consider the following: 

a. the historic and architectural impact study prepared pursuant to the foregoing Section
15.52.050;

b. the preliminary property history study prepared pursuant to Section 15.52.040;
c. comments of the Winnetka Historical Society on the application and study; and
d. any other information, comment or evidence received by the Commission at the impact

determination meeting or at the preliminary review meeting.

Prior to making a determination, the Commission must first determine if it finds the Historical 
Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) complete. If the LPC determines that the HAIS filed by the 
Applicant is incomplete or otherwise insufficient to enable the LPC to make a determination as to 
the impact of the proposed demolition, the LPC may direct the Applicant to complete, amend or 
supplement the report and may continue the impact determination meeting pending the 
Applicant’s filing of a complete application. 

If the Commission does find the HAIS complete, a Commission member may make one of the two 
following motions (a) Building and/or Property is Not Historic or Architecturally Significant or (b) 
Delay of Demolition: 

Building and/or Property is Not Historic or Architecturally Significant 

I make a motion finding that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 1265 
Westmoor Sheridan Road prepared by Benjamin Historic Certifications is complete and that 
the proposed demolition will not have a significant negative architectural or historical 
impact on either the Village as a whole or on the immediate neighborhood.  Based upon 
these findings, the demolition may proceed without a delay. 

Delay of Demolition 

I make a motion finding that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 1265 
Westmoor Road prepared by Benjamin Historic Certifications is complete and that the 
building or structure is considered to be historically or architecturally significant as it meets 
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one or more of the following standards [Commission member should note which of the 
following standards should be included in the motion]: 

(1) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design without regard to the time
built or historic associations;

(2) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design that is not the result of a
change or a series of changes in the original structure;

(3) the structure exemplifies an architectural style, construction technique or building type
once common in the Village;

(4) the structure exhibits an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or construction
technique that contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as an accent or
counterpart; or

(5) that the property has been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the
Village Code, has been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey
conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation, or has been
listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the Illinois Register of Historic Places.

The Commission also finds that the proposed demolition will have a significant negative 
architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a whole or on the immediate 
neighborhood due to the following architecturally or historically significant aspects of the 
structure: 

1. [Commission member to fill in]
2. __________________________________________________________________-

Preservation alternatives to the demolition of the structure include: 

1. [Commission member to fill in].

The Commission continues to encourage interest in and understanding of preservation in 
the whole of the Village as it may be applicable to the demolition permit request under 
review and to encourage and provide means of communication and exchange of views 
between the applicants and the owners and occupants of properties within two hundred 
fifty (250) feet of the subject property. 

Based upon these findings, the demolition must be delayed for a period of up to270 
days from January 8, 2021 in order to explore alternatives to total demolition. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  HAIS prepared by Benjamin Historic Certifications 
Attachment B:  Historical Society HAIS Comments 
Attachment C:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment D:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment E:  Historical Society Research  
Attachment F:  Application Materials 
Attachment G:  Public Communication 
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0 50 100
ft

Disclaimer: The GIS Consortium and MGP Inc. are not liable for any use, misuse, modification or disclosure of any map provided under applicable law.  This map is for general information purposes only. Although the

information is believed to be generally accurate, errors may exist and the user should independently confirm for accuracy. The map does not constitute a regulatory determination and is not a base for engineering design.

A Registered Land Surveyor should be consulted to determine precise location boundaries on the ground.

ATTACHMENT C
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: FEBRUARY 3, 2021 

SUBJECT: CASE NO. 21-05: 1265 WESTMOOR ROAD 

INTRODUCTION 

On March 1, 2021, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish the 
residence and detached garage at 1265 Westmoor Road. Please return any available information 
regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the 
day on Friday, February 19, 2021. If you have any questions, please feel free to send an email to 
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      

PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

7-20-1964 Construct a single family residence Dr. and Mrs. Morton Doblin Architectural 
Enterprises 

12-27-1973 Construct room addition to single 
family residence 

Mort Doblin Not listed 

ATTACHMENT D
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1265 Westmoor – January 2021 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
 

     

Address: 1265 Westmoor 

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1964 

Construction type: Brick, wood, glass  

Style: Modern 

 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION ATTACHED SIGNIFICANCE 

Morton and 

Arline 

Doblin 

1964 – 2020 Building permit; Cook County 

Assessor records; Chicago Tribune 

obituaries; Winnetka Architectural 

Survey  

Local doctor and 

longtime Winnetka 

resident 

   

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND DESCRIPTION 

OF PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Donald Erickson & Dennis 

Stevens – Architectural 

Enterprises (later called 

Erickson and Stevens) 

Construct single family 

residence  

Chicago Tribune obituary; 

Modern Illinois page; Chicago 

Bauhaus information on 

Stevens; Wall Street Journal 

House of the Year article; 

Stevens Signature Homes 

“Our Legacy” article 

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Cook County Assessor, Chicago Tribune, WHS property 

files, Google search, Wall Street Journal 

 

Findings: 

   

Our research indicates that this property is not historically significant but is architecturally 

significant. In particular, this property is significant for its association with architects Donald 

Erickson and Dennis Stevens, as well as for its design.  

 

Erickson and Stevens were both innovative and accomplished architects who began their careers 

as apprentices for famed architect Frank Lloyd Wright. After working with Wright, Erickson and 

Stevens co-founded the firm Architectural Enterprises (later called Erickson and Stevens). Both 

together and independently, Erickson and Stevens designed several notable buildings and homes 

across the Chicagoland area and beyond. Stevens, for example, designed the Reisler-Feingold 

ATTACHMENT E
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House in Highland Park. Erickson is perhaps best-known for designing the Indian Lakes Resort 

in Bloomingdale.  

 

Collectively, Erickson and Stevens were well-known for their unique “Jamaica house” 

architectural style. While maintaining elements of the Prairie style made famous by their mentor 

Wright, Erickson and Stevens’ “Jamaica house” designs contain a pagoda-style roof, often with a 

bubble skylight in the middle. One of Stevens’ “Jamaica house” designs (located in Riverwoods, 

IL) was named the Wall Street Journal’s House of the Year in 2012. Although the property at 

1265 Westmoor is not the only remaining property designed by Erickson and/or Stevens in 

Winnetka, it is likely the best (and possibly the only) example of a quintessential “Jamaica 

house” design. 

 

 

Date of Research: 2/5/2021 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  
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Death Notice: ARLINE DOBLIN  
Publication info: Chicago Tribune ; Chicago, Ill. [Chicago, Ill]19 Aug 2020: 10.
 

ProQuest document link
 

  
 
FULL TEXT 
Arline Doblin, nee Perlman, 91, beloved wife of the late Morton J. Doblin, M.D. for 67 wonderful years; loving mother

of Rick (Lynne) Doblin, Bruce Doblin (Lisa Wainwright), Sharon (Larry) Porter and Stuart (Sheri) Doblin; cherished

grandma of Eden, Lilah, Eliora, Liam, Nathaniel (Sne ASCIICHAR_17E ana), Ari, Zachary, Kanoa (Jessica), Adam and

Rain; devoted daughter of the late Leona and Nathan; treasured friend of many. 

Private service and shiva. 

Interment Memorial Park Cemetery, Skokie. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Am Yisrael (amyisrael.org) or League of Women Voters of Winnetka-

Northfield-Kenilworth, P.O. Box 93, Winnetka, IL 60093 (my.lwv.org). To leave condolences and for information,

including link to view service via zoom: Shalom Memorial Funeral Home (847) 255-3520 or www.shalom2.com 

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries 

*** 

This is a paid death notice. 
 
 
DETAILS
 

Identifier / keyword: Death Notice

Publication title: Chicago Tribune; Chicago, Ill.

First page: 10

Publication year: 2020

Publication date: Aug 19, 2020

Section: Business

Publisher: Tribune Publishing Company, LLC

Place of publication: Chicago, Ill.

Country of publication: United States, Chicago, Ill.

Publication subject: General Interest Periodicals--United States

ISSN: 10856706

Source type: Newspapers

PDF GENERATED BY PROQUEST.COM Page 1 of 2
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Don Erickson: 1929 - 2006 ; Architect designed
Indian Lakes resort  
Graydon, Megan . Chicago Tribune ; Chicago, Ill. [Chicago, Ill]27 Oct 2006: 2C.14. 
 

ProQuest document link
 

  
ABSTRACT (ABSTRACT)  
Mr. Erickson was initially turned away from [Frank Lloyd Wright]'s Taliesin studio in Wisconsin and drove to a pay

phone and called the studio. Wright answered and agreed to take him on as an apprentice if he would go to

Wright's Taliesin West in Arizona. He was with Wright for three years, splitting time between Arizona and

Wisconsin until he started his own practice in 1951. 

   
 
FULL TEXT 
A disciple of Frank Lloyd Wright, architect Don Erickson's 55- year career featured houses and buildings that were

delicate, beautiful and always original. 

  

"Every building is a unique piece of art," said his wife, Patricia, citing a building she and her husband called the Bird

Cage apartments near Ridge and Pratt Boulevards on the Far North Side of Chicago. 

  

"[The building] inspired me to become an architect," said Mettawa architect Thomas Heinz. He said Mr. Erickson's

design incorporates thin vertical black metal elements reminiscent of bird cage wires against a creamy rough

stone structure. 

  

Perhaps Mr. Erickson's best-known design is Indian Lakes Resort in Bloomingdale, completed in the 1980s. To

avoid the boxy look and long corridors of many hotels, he designed a pyramid shape with hexagonal rooms and

interior spaces and a six-story atrium lobby. 

  

Mr. Erickson, 77, died of multiple myeloma, which he battled for 13 years, Tuesday, Oct. 24, in his Barrington home. 

  

Mr. Erickson grew up around Chicago. His father built staircases and his mother was a classical pianist, and he

was torn between music and architecture. 

  

He was drawn to Wright after seeing some of the architect's buildings near his home in Portage Park. His father

gave him a book of Wright's work, which prompted him to pursue architecture at the University of Illinois at Navy

Pier, where he began in 1948 after graduating from Proviso High School. As the story goes, he told a professor that

an assignment was "not the way Wright would do it." The professor responded by telling Mr. Erickson that if he

liked Wright so much, he should go study with him. 

  

Mr. Erickson was initially turned away from Wright's Taliesin studio in Wisconsin and drove to a pay phone and

called the studio. Wright answered and agreed to take him on as an apprentice if he would go to Wright's Taliesin

West in Arizona. He was with Wright for three years, splitting time between Arizona and Wisconsin until he started

his own practice in 1951. 

PDF GENERATED BY PROQUEST.COM Page 1 of 3
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"Don considered Mr. Wright a second father," his wife said. "It was a very powerful time in his life." Wright is said to

have put his arm on Mr. Erickson's shoulder while telling him the world had enough musicians and what it needed

was good architects. 

  

By 1952, Mr. Erickson was building his first house, for his parents, in Inverness. In December of that year, he

married his first wife, Shirley Erickson. She said that instead of a honeymoon in Mexico, the couple spent two

weeks driving icy roads to look at Wright houses in Wisconsin, Iowa and Illinois. 

  

The couple soon built a house for themselves near Palatine. By 1966 they had a house on 10 acres on the north

side of Barrington and lived there with their three children. A tornado in April 1967 destroyed the home, but Mr.

Erickson rebuilt on the foundation and lived there the rest of his life. 

  

Mr. Erickson spent some time in the 1970s helping to establish a design program at Northern Illinois University in

DeKalb. While there he met and married his second wife, Sharon Dam. They later divorced. 

  

Mr. Erickson was co-founder in 1998 of the Association of Licensed Architects, where he sought to offer architects

continuing education and other benefits at reasonable dues. 

  

Patricia Lusk renewed an acquaintance with Mr. Erickson in 1989 when she asked if she could be an unpaid

summer intern in his office as part of her course work in interior design at Arizona State University. She said the

experience featured a great deal of work. They were married six months later on her Christmas break, before she

went back to finish work on her degree. 

  

"We were beautiful together as a team," she said. Their collaboration won a recent Sub-Zero Kitchen Design Award

as well as an award for an addition at what is now Fifth Third Bank in Wauconda. "He lived and breathed

architecture," she said. "He was still working up until last week." 

  

"He stood up for what's right and true," Heinz said. "You can see that in his buildings--honest buildings from an

honest man." 

  

Other survivors include three daughters, Karyn, Elizabeth and Shay Dam-Erickson; a son, Don; and a grandchild. 

  

Visitation will be held from 4 to 9 p.m. Saturday, in Mr. Erickson's home, 26280 W. Illinois Highway 22, Barrington.

A memorial ceremony will be held at 7 p.m. 
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 HTTPS://STEVENSSIGNATUREHOMES.COM/OUR-STORY 

 
OUR LEGACY 

Stevens Signature Homes is the story of a legacy of residential design and 
building craftsmanship spanning across the generations. 
 
 
Sean Stevens (right) is pictured here with his father Dennis (left) - with whom 
he apprenticed in residential design and building for the past 15 years - at the 
entrance to the subdivision Dennis began at the young age of 67. 
 
 
Dennis envisioned building a community of unique architectural homes on the 
beautiful sloping hills just outside Boise, ID. 

 
THE BEGINNINGS (1948-1953)  

Apprentice to the Master 

Stevens Signature Homes finds its roots in the architectural career of perhaps 
the youngest apprentice to Frank Lloyd Wright - Arthur Dennis Stevens.  
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At the ripe old age of 17, just weeks before his high school graduation, Arthur 
James Stevens took his firstborn son, Dennis -  a young aspiring architect - to 
visit Mr. Wright (as he was respectfully addressed) at the school he founded 
near Spring Green, Wisconsin called Taliesin in order to ask the master some 
advice on pursuing a career in architecture.   
 
 
Dennis recalled Mr. Wright asking him why he wanted to be an architect - to 
which he replied, “There is nothing else I want to do!”  Dennis then showed 
Mr. Wright some perspective drawings he had made in high school of a house 
in the framing stage.  Impressed with his knowledge of how a home is 
constructed, Mr. Wright asked him to join them at Taliesin.  Shortly after his 
high school graduation from Park Ridge High School (Park Ridge, IL), Dennis 
packed his things and joined the Taliesin Fellowship in the summer of 1948. 

 
Taliesin near Spring Green, Wisconsin. 
It was at Taliesin that Dennis learned the principles of organic architecture, 
together with dozens of other young men from around the world.   
 
 
“What a man does, that he has.”  
 
 
So read the engraving on a large wood beam in the drafting room at 
Taliesin.  That principle was lived out at the school by requiring that aspiring 
architects first learn to perform the basics of the construction trades before 
drawing lines on a page and designing a structure - perhaps a principle 
derived from the famous adage attributed to Wright’s mentor, Louis Sullivan:  
 
 
“Form follows Function” 

LPC - 1265 Westmoor HAIS - Page 103



 
Arthur Dennis Stevens at Taliesin West around 1950 where he studied with 
Frank Lloyd Wright 
THE EARLY YEARS (1953-1963)  

Echoes of Wright 

After studying with Wright and Taliesin Fellowship for some 5 years 
(1948-1953), Dennis spent a brief period in the U.S. Army near the 
end of the Korean conflict designing structures at a base in Northern 
Italy.  After his time of military service was completed, he returned to 
his home in the Chicago area and began working with a friend and 
talented architect he met at Taliesin, Don Erickson.  Architectural 
Enterprises, LTD was formed in 1953 in the State of Illinois. 
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The first home Dennis designed was for his parents who purchased 
land on Murphy Lake in Park Ridge, Illinois. 
 
 

The third home he designed (pictured to the right) was added to the 
Highland Park, Illinois local registry of historic homes in 2012.  The 
signature of Wright's architectural grammar was very evident in both 
homes. 
 
 

 
The Wrightian influence is evident in Dennis’ third home in Highland Park, 
Illinois built in 1958. 
THE EMERGING SIGNATURE (1964-1994)  

The Jamaica Houses 

Dennis' partnership with Don Erickson was formalized in 1964 with the 
incorporation of Erickson and Stevens, Inc. in the state of Illinois.  They 
developed together what would be known in the Chicago area as the 
"Jamaica houses" which Dennis said was similar to a gambrel roof only 
upside-down and backward.  They were called Jamaica houses because the 
first two were built in Montego Bay, Jamaica - one a hotel and the other a 
residence.   
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Pictured to the right is the interior of a home that Dennis designed as a spec 
home in a neighborhood in Palatine, Illinois in 1964.  Dennis wanted to 
demonstrate that the unique architecture could be built at the same price point 
as more traditional designs.  The home cost $40K to build in 1964 - about 
$325K in 2019.   
 
 
Architectural and Affordability are not necessarily mutually exclusive. 
 
 
This is the home where Sean Stevens was born and raised.  It has been 
featured in several newspaper and magazine articles over the years.  Several 
Jamaica homes were built around the Chicago area over the years, as well as 
Atlanta, Georgia. 
 
 
One house in particular would gain national notoriety in 2012... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stevens family residence from 1964-1999.  
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Wall Street Journal House of the Year 

The house pictured to the right was built in 1981 for a client who wanted 
Dennis to design her a unique home.   He told her she need to buy some land 
to build it on first!  She found a beautiful wooded parcel in the village of 
Riverwoods, Illinois.  The densely wooded lot gave the needed privacy to 
accommodate the generous use of glass - letting the outside in. 
 
 
The house was awarded "House of the Year" by the Wall Street Journal in 
2012. 
 
 
The signature of the these pagoda roof structures includes elements such as: 
 
 

• vaulting roofs with skylights supported by a glulam compression ring at the 
top and a glulam tension ring around the base  

• clerestory windows around the entire perimeter of the house allowing 
additional light to flood the interior 

• ample use of glass windows and doors on the south-facing elevation 
• large planter allowing trees and plants to grow inside the home under the 

skylights 

 
 

 
The quintessential Jamaica house. 
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ROBIE SPRINGS (1994 -  PRESENT) 

Cliffside 

After their children had grown and left the home, Dennis and Jackie Stevens 
sold the Jamaica house in Palatine, Illinois and traveled the West as Dennis 
looked for a parcel of land to develop a dream he had been nurturing  - to 
build a community of unique architectural homes.  The coupled traveled to 
Colorado, New Mexico, and Arizona looking for the land which could host the 
dream.  After much searching, a friend of the family suggested they visit 
Boise, Idaho - to which Dennis replied "Where is that?" 
 
 
In the summer of 1994, Dennis and Jackie made their first visit to Boise and 
were showed land by their realtor near the city.  The land was too flat for 
Dennis.  Dennis envisioned hillside lots with houses growing out of the hills in 
harmony with the land.   
 
 
They were shown land that had just come on the market in Boise County, just 
30 minutes from Boise.  As Dennis headed out Highway 21 out of town and 
came over the top of the hill - revealing the mountainous Idaho back country - 
he remembered getting goose bumps.   
 
 
He found the land he had been seeking in an area at the north end of Lucky 
Peak Lake near the Robie Creek boat ramp.  He purchased the parcel in 1996 
and used his surveying skills acquired during his army days to site some ten 
home sites and create a subdivision named Robie Springs. 
 
 
In 1998, he taught himself how to use AutoCAD and generated the design for 
the first home on the land.  He named the project "Cliffside" because of the 
steepness of the lot on the north side. 
 
 
The home was completed in 2000 and became the Stevens family 
homestead.  Sean made several visits to Cliffside with his family from out east 
over the next five years.  It was experiencing the design, construction, and the 
grammar of this amazing home that awakened a desire in Sean to shift his 
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career trajectory from software architecture to perpetuating the unique 
signature of architecture that his father created. 
 
 
Sean and his brother Michael, who also has a keen eye for design, have 
spent countless hours working on drawings with Dennis for the hillside lots in 
Robie Springs. 

 
"Cliffside" in Robie Springs - just a half hour away from Boise. 
THE PASSING OF THE BATON (2005 -  2019)  

Twilite 

In 2005, Dennis and Jackie Stevens sold Cliffside to a couple from Southern 
California.  They relocated to Colorado Springs, Colorado to spend more time 
with their grandchildren.  Around 2006, their friend and realtor who sold 
Cliffside presented Dennis with an opportunity to design a home for a couple 
who had just purchased a lot overlooking Boise and the Treasure Valley.  That 
meeting would become the catalyst for the passing of the baton to the next 
generation as Sean worked from his house near Charlotte, North Carolina 
with Dennis on the designs of the house.  Sean was now the draftsman, and 
Dennis sat next to him and explained the "why" of every line that was drawn 
on the 15 sheets that comprised the working drawings. 
 
 
Sean began to visit Boise with Dennis as the clients explored having Sean 
and Dennis build their home.  Sean had already purposed to relocate to Boise 

LPC - 1265 Westmoor HAIS - Page 109



in January 2007 with a view towards continuing to develop the vision in Robie 
Springs after his children graduated from high school. 
 
 
After some revisions to the plans to align with the budget, the clients decided 
to not only invest in their home, but to make an investment in what would 
become Stevens Signature Homes by having Sean and Dennis build their 
house.   
 
 
It was a "carpe diem" moment that Sean recognized would most likely not 
present itself again as Dennis was advancing in years.  Sean unplugged from 
his IT career for a season and completely immersed himself in every aspect of 
the construction process from engineering to permitting to budgeting and 
scheduling....all the way to the H.O. 
 
 
The C.O. is the Certificate of Occupancy - issued by the permitting authority 
certifying that the house is built to code and safe for human habitation. 
 
 
The H.O. is the Happy Owner - evidenced in the smiles on the owners' faces 
when they have patiently waited and successfully navigated the challenging 
waters of building a custom home and  move in! 
 
 
At Stevens Signature Homes, our conviction is that a C.O. alone is not a 
measure of success.  The Happy Owner is the only true measure of success 
when it comes to building a home that both satisfies the owners wants and 
desires and lives in harmony with the land on which it was built. 
 
 
It has been Dennis' experience that clients become lifelong friends.  Sean is 
finding this to be true as well. 
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This project was named Twilite by the owners for good reason 

My Airplane 

Sean obtained his private pilot license in 2000.  When learning as a student 
pilot, it is imperative for the instructor and student to have a clear 
understanding of who is controlling the yoke and flying the plane in order to 
maintain safe and level flight. If the instructor needs to take control of the 
plane for one reason or another, he or she will say "my airplane" - signalling 
the student to release the yoke and let the instructor manage the 
controls.  When the instructor is satisfied that their intervention is no longer 
needed, they will say "your airplane". 
 
 
This home in the East End of Boise has become the last and final project that 
would enable Dennis and Sean to work together.  The plans were originally 
drafted in 2014 as a collaboration between Dennis and the owner's late 
husband - who loved organic architecture.  Unforeseen circumstances 
delayed the project until 2017.  Dennis' health was declining, and Sean found 
himself saying "my airplane," re-drafting the entire working drawing set - 
bringing it up to date with current building codes, preparing the estimate for 
the project budget, submitting the plans electronically to the city's new online 
system (with the structural engineer's stamp instead of his father's 
architectural stamp), as well as managing the construction of the home. 
 
 
Dennis died at the ripe old age of 88 in August 2019 before the project was 
completed.  He died not having worked a day in his life - as he often said - 
because he did what he loved to do. 
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His memorial service was held at Twilite - where family, friends, and 
tradesmen gathered to celebrate his life in the space that he and Sean 
created together.  Truly clients become lifelong friends. 
 
 
As apprentices came from all over the world to observe Frank Lloyd Wright in 
motion,  Sean is very grateful for the time he has been afforded to observe his 
father in motion...absorbing his way of thinking and seeing a structure while it 
is being both designed and constructed. 
 
 
In addition to to investing in their home, these clients also made an investment 
in our legacy by affording Sean the opportunity not only to manage the 
construction of the home, but also do the trimming of the exterior and 
interior.  Sean is now more intimately acquainted than ever with the 
craftsmanship required to execute some of the unique features of a Stevens 
Signature Home - and if not doing the trim work himself, will be managing it's 
quality closely in the future. 
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The House of The Year; Out of 200 homes profiled
in our House of the Day feature, readers picked
an unusual favorite  
Chen, Stefanos . Wall Street Journal (Online) ; New York, N.Y. [New York, N.Y]03 Jan 2013: n/a. 
 

ProQuest document link
 

  
ABSTRACT 
Inspired by what Mr. Stevens calls the "Jamaica house" style, the home features a pagoda-like roof above a two-

story great room encased in wood and glass. The couple's good fortune was the product of years of planning, and

a bit of luck. Because of their proximity to the mainland, they were able to bury their utilities underground.  
 
FULL TEXT 
  

Out of roughly 200 homes for sale profiled this year in WSJ.com's House of the Day feature, our readers voted on

an unusual favorite: This home in suburban Chicago with a pagoda-style design. In the contest, which got 456,939

total votes, this home had 52,633 votes, handily beating out 48 other House of the Week winners. 

  

Joyce Marcus's home is a playful and futuristic mix of architectural styles, with echoes of Frank Lloyd Wright and a

dash of 1970s interior design. 

  

Its provenance is explained in part by Ms. Marcus's fond feelings for the 1970s, shag carpeting notwithstanding. 

  

While working at an office building in Des Plaines, Ill., in the late '70s, she met architect Arthur Dennis Stevens. He

had designed the building, and she was taken by its unconventional features. A wall of windows faced inward

towards an atrium flush with tropical plants, palm trees and a swing set. A glass elevator peered over the scene.

"I'd never seen anything like it," Ms. Marcus recalls. 

  

She discovered Mr. Stevens had an office in the building. "I walked in one day and I said, 'I'd like you to build me a

house.'" 

  

Mr. Stevens, who studied under Wright, was up for the task. Just one thing, he noted: she hadn't bought land yet. 

  

By 1978, Ms. Marcus, who owns a creative marketing and design company, had her roughly 2-acre property in the

village of Riverwoods in northeastern Illinois, and Mr. Stevens was on board. 

  

They completed this roughly 5,700-square-foot home for about $400,000 in 1981, she said. Inspired by what Mr.

Stevens calls the "Jamaica house" style, the home features a pagoda-like roof above a two-story great room

encased in wood and glass. 

  

As with many Wright homes, the design emphasized bringing the outside in. Stone aggregate flooring is used

inside and out. Large boulders that line an exterior stone walkway are also found in the living room, where a 30-foot

rubber tree was planted during construction. Thanks to a large skylight above the tree, it's still growing. 
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"I saw his drawings and I just went nuts," Ms. Marcus recalls about the planning stage. She says she didn't change

Mr. Stevens's design, except for one detail. She opted not to put a hot tub in the living room; it was built in the

master bedroom instead, although it was later removed during renovations. 

  

Ms. Marcus, 65, lives in the home with her husband, Gary Janowitz, 60, whom she married in 2009. 

  

The home backs up to wooded conservation land with several miles of hiking trails. She added waterfall features,

thick landscaping and a gazebo built to mimic the look of the main home. 

  

"I've gotten lost at least twice walking through there," Mr. Janowitz says about the large forest reserve behind the

home. 

  

But their remote location might also be the reason why the home hasn't found the right buyer, says listing agent

Tracy Wurster of Prudential Rubloff Properties. "It's a sleepy town--nobody knows about Riverwoods," she said. 

  

Ms. Marcus also says the home isn't child-friendly, with open-tread staircases that have turned off at least one

prospective buyer. 

  

The home was listed in June 2011 for about $2.7 million, Ms. Wurster said, but was reduced to just under $2

million. The couple says they're looking to sell to split their time between Florida and downtown Chicago. 

  

As for when they might find the right buyer, "I don't pay attention to it, to be honest with you," said Mr. Janowitz.

"When the right person sees the house, they're going to grab it that fast." 

  

Where Are They Now? 

  

An Island Haven 

  

When superstorm Sandy was bearing down on the Northeast in late October, Barrie Zesiger, 68, and her husband

Al, 83, holed up in the safest place they could think of--their private island home in Norwalk, Conn. 

  

"It was the place to be," said Ms. Zesiger, 68, who has lived on the island practically year-round with her husband

for 26 years. 

  

They had seen their fair share of storms from the window of their Tudor-style home on the island, and this would

be no different. The next day, all of the buildings on the island were intact, save for part of the dock, which ended

up on the front yard. "There wasn't one drop of water in the basement" of the main home, she said. She estimates

having to spend about $50,000 in repairs on what could have been far worse damage. 

  

The couple's good fortune was the product of years of planning, and a bit of luck. Because of their proximity to the

mainland, they were able to bury their utilities underground. A private generator powers the property, even as

thousands lost power on shore. Most important, the island sits on a higher elevation, which protected them from

the worst of the surge. 

  

Since the storm, though, prospective buyers have been scarce, she said. The property was listed in October for

$12.9 million with Doug Werner of William Pitt Sotheby's International Realty. 
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The couple also owns an apartment in New York, where they run a money-management firm, but from Thursday to

Monday morning, they're commuting to work by boat and then hopping on a train to the city. 

  

For the sailing-averse, she says they're considering adding a helipad to the property. 

  

Luau-Ready Retreat 

  

Richard Erickson, a stock trader in Asian markets, purchased this half-acre property within the Hualalai Resort in

Kailua-Kona, Hawaii, for $1.9 million in 2005. The following year, he built this 5,200-square-foot, Bali-inspired home

for about $5.5 million, including furnishings. 

  

The house has a fire pit on the yard, an infinity-edge pool overlooking the ocean, five bedrooms, five full baths and

an outdoor shower. 

  

Mr. Erickson, 48, and his family were living in Japan before purchasing the home. Now they have another residence

on the island of Oahu, and Mr. Erickson said this home was being underutilized. 

  

He listed the home in April for $5.65 million. In October, it sold to the owner of a U.S. telecommunications company

for roughly $4.7 million 

  

The listing agent, Rob Kildow of Hualalai Realty, said the buyer was a frequent visitor to the resort. 

  

Stefanos Chen 

  

An Arizona Fun House 

  

In the late 1990s, Bill Gibbs, the former president of the University of Phoenix, began building the ultimate play

house. 

  

The roughly 16,000-square-foot home, located in Scottsdale, Ariz., includes an observatory with a retractable roof.

There is a 4,700-square-foot indoor gym, a woodworking area and an eight-car garage. There are eight bedrooms,

nine full bathrooms and two indoor kitchens. 

  

For kids of all ages, there is a custom-built train with an adult-size conductor's seat that snakes around the

property. When the children graduate to more grown-up endeavors, a 300-foot zip line is installed on the property.

Including the land, Mr. Gibbs said he spent $12 million on the property. 

  

All of this adds up to a highly customized property the owner knew would fare better on the auction block than in a

conventional sale. "A lot of people are still under the impression that distressed assets are what auctions are most

appropriate for, and that's not true," said Stacy Kirk Reich, president of Grand Estates Auction Company, which

oversaw the sale of the property. 

  

The home went to absolute auction in February and sold for $4.62 million to a buyer from Chicago looking for a

second home, she said. 

  

Write to Stefanos Chen at 
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Corrections &Amplifications A hot tub in the Riverwoods, Ill., home was removed in 1999 during renovations. An

earlier version of this article didn't note that it was taken out. 

  

Credit: By Stefanos Chen 
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From: Steve Eisen
To: Christopher Marx
Subject: 1265 photos
Date: Tuesday, February 2, 2021 11:11:13 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hopefully this method is better.
Demo process is to begin 3/8, conclude 5/28
We are acquiring asbestos approval, cook county thereafter, so should be good to start once Winnetka
issues permit.
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