
 

 
 
LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION VIRTUAL MEETING AGENDA  

 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2021 - 7:00 PM 
 

In accordance with social distancing requirements and Governor Pritzker’s Executive Order 2021-01 and Senate 
Bill 2135, the Winnetka Landmark Preservation Commission meeting on Monday, February 1, 2021 will be held 
virtually.  The meeting will be livestreamed via the Zoom platform.  In accordance with Public Act 101-0640, 
at least one representative from the Village will be present at Village Hall Council Chambers, 510 Green Bay 
Road, Winnetka, IL, and the virtual meeting will be simulcast at Village Hall for members of the public who 
do not wish to view the virtual meeting from another location.  Pursuant to Executive Order 2021-01 issued 
by the Governor, the number of people who may gather at Village Hall for the meeting is limited due to the 
mandated social distancing guidelines.  Accordingly, the opportunity to view the virtual meeting at Village 
Hall is available on a “first come, first-served” basis. 
 
The public has the following two options for virtually observing and participating during this virtual Landmark 
Preservation Commission meeting, including the ability to provide testimony or comments.  Persons wishing 
to participate are strongly encouraged (but not required) to complete the Sign-In form found at 
www.villageofwinnetka.org/meetingsignin.  
 

1) Telephone (audio only). Call: 312-626-6799; when prompted enter the Webinar ID:  9440 981 7354 
(Please note there is no additional password or attendee ID required.)  

2) Livestream (both audio and video feed). Download the Zoom meetings app to your smart phone, 
tablet or computer, and then join Webinar ID:  9440 981 7354; Event Password:  LPC020121 

 

If you wish to provide testimony or comments prior to the meeting, you may provide them one of three ways: 
 

1) By sending an email to planning@winnetka.org; 
2) By sending a letter to Community Development Department, Village of Winnetka, 510 Green Bay 

Road, Winnetka, IL  60093, or 
3) By leaving a voice mail message at the phone number 847-716-3524. All voicemail messages will be 

transcribed into a written format. 
 
All comments received prior to the posting of the agenda packet will be included in the agenda packet.  All 
comments received after the agenda packet has been posted and received by 6:00 PM the day of the meeting 
will be read at the meeting by staff.  Such public comment is limited to 200 words or less and should identify 
both (1) the subject of the comment being offered (such as property address or case number of the agenda 
item) and (2) the full name of the individual providing the comments.  In addition, you may wish to include 
your street address, phone number, and the name of the organization or agency you represent, if applicable.  
 
General comments for matters not on the agenda will be read at the end of the meeting under Public Comment. 
Comments specific to a particular agenda item will be read during the discussion of that agenda item.  
 
All emails received will be acknowledged either during or after the meeting, depending on when they are 
received. 
 
Persons seeking additional information concerning any of the applications, accessing the virtual meetings, or 
requesting alternative means to provide testimony or public comment are directed to email inquiries to 
planning@winnetka.org or by calling 847-716-3587. 

 

http://www.villageofwinnetka.org/meetingsignin
mailto:planning@winnetka.org
mailto:planning@winnetka.org


LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION REGULAR VIRTUAL MEETING AGENDA  
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2021 - 7:00 PM 

 
AGENDA ITEMS 

 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call. 
 
2. Introductory Remarks Regarding Conduct of Virtual Meeting. 

 
3. Case No. 20-24-LPC – 740 Ardsley Road:  Review of the demolition permit application 

submitted for the single-family residence at 740 Ardsley Road.  The Applicant has withdrawn 
this application; therefore, no action will be taken on this item. 

 
4. Case No. 20-21-LPC – 1015 Starr Road:  Review of the revised Historical Architectural Impact 

Study (HAIS) for the single-family residence at 1015 Starr Road. 
 

5. Case No. 20-26-LPC – 203 Sheridan Road:  Review of the Historical Architectural Impact Study 
(HAIS) for the single-family residence at 203 Sheridan Road. 

 
6. Case No. 20-27-LPC – 205 Sheridan Road:  Review of additional information requested by the 

Landmark Preservation Commission for the demolition permit application submitted for the 
single-family residence at 205 Sheridan Road. 
 

7. Case No. 21-04-LPC – 82 Essex Road:  Review of the demolition permit application submitted 
for the single-family residence at 82 Essex Road.     

 
8. 2021 Preservation Awards: Discussion of the timetable for the Landmark Preservation 

Commission Annual Preservation Awards in 2021. 
 

9. Other Business. 

a. March 1, 2021 Meeting - Quorum check 

 
10. Public Comment. 

 
11. Adjournment 
 
Note:  Public comment is permitted on all agenda items. 

 
 
 
 

NOTICE 
 

All agenda materials are available at www.villageofwinnetka.org/agendacenter . 
 

The Village of Winnetka, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, requests that all persons with 
disabilities, who require certain accommodations to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting or 
have questions about the accessibility of the meeting or facilities contact the Village ADA Coordinator at 510 Green 
Bay Road, Winnetka, Illinois 60093, (Telephone (847) 716-3543; T.D.D. (847) 501-6041). 

http://www.villageofwinnetka.org/agendacenter
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: JANUARY 26, 2021 

SUBJECT:  1015 STARR ROAD – CONTINUATION OF HISTORICAL AND 
ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT STUDY (CASE NO. 20-21-LPC)  

 
INTRODUCTION  
Meeting Date February 1, 2021 
Requested Commission Action Determine (1) whether the HAIS is complete; (2) whether the 

proposed demolition will have a significant negative 
architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a 
whole or on the immediate neighborhood; and (3) whether 
demolition should be delayed in order to explore alternatives 
to total demolition. 

Preliminary Historical and Architectural 
Review 

November 2, 2020, by vote of 5-0 required submittal of an 
HAIS. 

HAIS Review January 4, 2021, HAIS determined incomplete, by vote of 5-
0.  A revised HAIS prepared by Jean Guarino has been 
submitted and is included as Attachment 1.  

Property Address 1015 Starr Road (See Attachment 2 – Aerial Map) 
Property Owner 1015 Starr, LLC 
Application Submitted by 1015 Starr, LLC – Represented by Jon Kogan (See Attachment 

2 – Application Materials) 
Public Comments as of Date of Memo Staff has not received any written comments from the public 

regarding this HAIS. 
Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Comments on HAIS 

WHS finds the initial HAIS complete and is in agreement that 
the house has architectural significance because of its 
association with its architect, John Van Bergen, and historical 
significance because of its association with former Village 
President Eugene Rummler.  (Attachment 2). 

  
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION  
Size 0.43 acres 
Location North side of Starr Road between Rosewood Avenue and 

Locust Street 
Improvements Single-family residence with attached garage 
Zoning R-3 Single Family Residential 
Surrounding Zoning R-3 Single Family Residential 
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PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment 2, Preliminary Property History and 
Winnetka Historical Society Report 

Constructed 1924 
Additional Construction Activity 1965 – Remodel and construct an addition to single family 

residence; 1995 – Build a shed 
Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing Yes (Included in Attachment 2) 
Winnetka Historical Society (WHS)  The WHS research indicates that the property does have 

historical and architectural significance.  See attached 
reports from the WHS provided in Attachment 2 for details.   

  
NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY  
Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes 
on Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley) 

None 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and 
noise impacts in the neighborhood. 

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted 

No 

 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

In making its determination regarding the historical and architectural impact of the subject 
property, the Landmark Preservation Commission shall consider the following: 

a. the historic and architectural impact study prepared pursuant to the foregoing Section 
15.52.050; 

b. the preliminary property history study prepared pursuant to Section 15.52.040; 
c. comments of the Winnetka Historical Society on the application and study; and 
d. any other information, comment or evidence received by the Commission at the impact 

determination meeting or at the preliminary review meeting. 
 
Prior to making a determination, the Commission must first determine if it finds the revised  
Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) complete. If the LPC determines that the resubmission 
of the HAIS is still incomplete or otherwise insufficient to enable the LPC to make a determination 
as to the impact of the proposed demolition, the LPC shall so notify the Director of Community 
Development, who shall retain a qualified person to complete the study, at the Applicant’s expense.  
The LPC shall order the owner to deposit funds with the Village in the amount sufficient to cover all 
costs of completing the study.  
 
If the Commission does find the HAIS complete, a Commission member may make one of the two 
following motions (a) Demolition Without Delay or (b) Delay of Demolition: 
 
Demolition Without Delay 

I make a motion finding that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 1015 Starr 
Road prepared by Jean Guarino is complete and that the proposed demolition will not have 
a significant negative architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a whole or 
on the immediate neighborhood.  Based upon these findings, the demolition may proceed 
without a delay. 
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Delay of Demolition  

I make a motion finding that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 1015 Starr 
Road prepared by Jean Guarino is complete and that the building or structure is considered 
to be historically or architecturally significant as it meets one or more of the following 
standards [Commission member should note which of the following standards should be 
included in the motion]: 
 
(1) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design without regard to the time 

built or historic associations; 
(2) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design that is not the result of a 

change or a series of changes in the original structure;  
(3) the structure exemplifies an architectural style, construction technique or building type 

once common in the Village; 
(4) the structure exhibits an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or construction 

technique that contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as an accent or 
counterpart; or  

(5) that the property has been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the 
Village Code, has been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey 
conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation, or has been 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the Illinois Register of Historic Places. 

 
The Commission also finds that the proposed demolition will have a significant negative 
architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a whole or on the immediate 
neighborhood due to the following architecturally or historically significant aspects of the 
structure: 
 

1. [Commission member to fill in]  
2.  __________________________________________________________________- 

 
Preservation alternatives to the demolition of the structure include: 
 

1. [Commission member to fill in]. 
 
The Commission continues to encourage interest in and understanding of preservation in 
the whole of the Village as it may be applicable to the demolition permit request under 
review and to encourage and provide means of communication and exchange of views 
between the applicants and the owners and occupants of properties within two hundred 
fifty (250) feet of the subject property. 
 
Based upon these finding, the demolition must be delayed for a period of 60 days in 
order to explore alternatives to total demolition. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1:  Revised HAIS prepared by Jean Guarino  
Attachment 2:  January 4, 2021 LPC Meeting Agenda Packet for 1015 Starr 



HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT STUDY (HAIS): 

THE EUGENE AND CLARA RUMMLER HOUSE 
1015 STARR ROAD 

WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

Built 1924 
Architect: John Van Bergen 

HAIS PREPARED BY: 
Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D. 
Guarino Historic Resources Documentation 
844 Home Avenue 
Oak Park, IL  60304 
708.386.1142 
guarinojl@gmail.com 

Submitted to the Village of Winnetka on December 11, 2020; Revised January 14, 2021. 

ATTACHMENT 1

mailto:guarinojl@gmail.com


 
Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the Rummler House, 1015 Starr Road, Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 
Submitted December 11, 2020; Revised January 2021     2 

Synopsis of Findings of Significance 

 

The Rummler House at 1015 Starr Road has local and statewide architectural significance as an 
exemplary design by architect John Van Bergen, an important early 20th century architect in 
Illinois who began his career as a draftsman for Frank Lloyd Wright and specialized in 
residential work. The house also possesses local architectural significance as an excellent 
example of the Prairie style in Winnetka, possessing hallmarks of this style, as well as the 
distinctive use of rough-cut limestone as sheathing. The house is historically significant at the 
local level for its association with Eugene A. Rummler—its first owner—who was a civic leader 
in Winnetka from the 1910s through the 1930s, serving as Village President and long-term 
member of the Plan Commission. In these roles, he oversaw the establishment of the caucus 
system and later assisted with the railroad depression project. No information was found relating 
the house to an historic event.  
 

Ownership history of the 1015 Starr Road parcel  

 
Property Owner Name Period of Ownership 

Eugene A. and Clara Rummler 1925 - 1954 
Michael H. and Mary Pauly 1955 - 1965 
Manuel C. and Gloria Johnson 1965 - 1970 
James and Sandra Sneider 1970 - 1972 
Alvin R. and Lenore Shapiro 1972 - 2004 
Benjamin Chou 2004 - Present 

 

It was not possible to undertake Tract Book research for this property since the Cook County 
Recorder of Deeds Office is currently (December 2020) closed due to the coronavirus. As a 
result, the chain of ownership was obtained from the research packet prepared by the Winnetka 
Historical Society, which was based on a review of local phone directories, real estate listings, 
and obituaries. Consultant also reviewed U.S. Census records, documentation in the building file 
for 1015 Starr Road at the Winnetka Village Hall, as well as contemporary newspaper clippings 
to verify these dates. Biographical information on the historic (pre-1971) owners of this property 
is shown below.  
 
Eugene A. and Clara Rummler 
 
Eugene A. Rummler (1872-1955) was born in Kalamazoo, Michigan, the son of Joseph J. and 
Jenny R. (Sittig) Rummler. He attended the University of Michigan but interrupted his studies to 
work as a civil engineer for the Detroit Waterworks. He graduated in 1898 with a B.S. degree in 
mechanical engineering and was employed by the Crescent Shipyards of Elizabeth, New York. 
There he was involved in the construction of the first seven submarines built in the United 
States.1  
 

 
1          Albert N. Marquis (Editor). The Book of Chicagoans (Chicago: A.N. Marquis & Co., 1931) 842; “Eugene 
Albert Rummler,” in: https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Rummler-17. 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Rummler-17
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Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 
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Eugene Rummler served as a patent attorney in Chicago for fifty years. In 1901, he established 
the Chicago-based law firm of Rummer & Rummler, in partnership with his brother, William R. 
Rummler. The firm specialized in patents, copyrights, and trademarks. The brothers took on 
various other partners over the years: the firm was variously known as Rummler, Rummler & 
Woodworth (1931); Rummler, Rummler and Davis (1941); and Rummler, Rummler, and Snow 
(1955). Eugene Rummler’s stature in Chicago’s business community is evidenced by his 
inclusion in The Book of Chicagoans: A Biographical Dictionary of Leading Living Men and 
Women of the City of Chicago (A.N. Marquis, Ed.) for the years 1911, 1917, 1931 and 1941.  
 
In 1903, Eugene Rummler reportedly designed and built the first postage meter machine in the 
U.S., following the invention of Arthur H. Pitney two years earlier. He later spoke of the great 
effort required, and the many disappointments encountered, before obtaining approval of the 
U.S. postal authorities and the consent of Congress to use the meter machines in franking mail.2 
Rummler served for many years as chairman of the Chicago Association of Commerce 
committees on public improvements and good roads. He was an organizer of the Chicago 
Regional Planning Association, a member of the Citizens’ Advisory Committee on financing 
Cook County expressways, and chairman of the joint committee on the Cook County highway 
program.3  
 
Eugene Rummler married Clara L. Wenborne (1879-1968), of Buffalo, New York, on June 23, 
1903. The couple had four children: Charles Wenborne, Rosalia, Frederick Sittig, and Emma. 
The family lived in Chicago until 1908 when they moved to Winnetka, living at 965 Spruce 
Street. Eugene and Clara were active in the Winnetka Drama Club and both appeared in 
productions. Both were members of the Winnetka Congregational Church. In 1924, the 
Rummlers commissioned Highland Park-based architect John Van Osdel to design a Prairie style 
house on a lot they purchased at 1015 Starr Road. The estimated cost was $14,000, according to 
the building permit. Four years later, their son, Frederick, drowned in Lake Michigan at the age 
of 21, when a boat he was on overturned.4  
 
Eugene was active in Winnetka’s civic affairs over the course of several decades. He served as 
President of the Village from 1915 to 1917. During his term in office, the non-partisan caucus 
system of nominating village officers was adopted. The system brings together a varied group of 
residents who endorse candidates from those who choose to submit themselves to the vetting 
process.  Rummler was quoted as saying that the new system was “not the conception of one 
individual, but the result of the earnest study of many civic-minded citizens.”5  
 
In The Story of Winnetka (1956), historian Lora Townsend Dickinson noted that, “The caucus 
system as used in Winnetka is unique. It is not based on the charter, nor any act of the legislature, 
nor any village ordinance. She also explained why this system originated: “Partisan politics with 

 
2          “The Stamp Collector,” Chicago Tribune (November 19, 1950).  
3          Albert N. Marquis (Editor). The Book of Chicagoans (Chicago: A.N. Marquis & Co., 1931) 842.  
4          “Eugene Albert Rummler,” in: https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Rummler-17.  “Man Drowns in Trying to 
Save Friends’ Lives,” Herald and Review (Decatur) (August 29, 1928).  
5          Lora Townsend Dickinson, The Story of Winnetka (Winnetka: Winnetka Historical Society, 1956) 192.  

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Rummler-17
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its accompanying “spoils system” was seen to be creeping into the 
village elections about 1914, and office seekers were plainly 
recognized—bringing a disturbing note into community life.”6 
A meeting in the City Club of Chicago, attended by Winnetka 
officials, including Rummler, convened to discuss the caucus plan. 
Dickinson noted that the new system was subsequently “tried out and 
finally prevailed over the partisan method.”7   
 
Eugene Rummler was widely recognized for his knowledge in city 
planning: he served as chairman of the Winnetka Zoning Commission 
from 1920-21 and he also as chairman of the Winnetka Plan 
Commission from 1927 to at least 1943.8 As a member of the Plan 
Commission in late 1937, he was appointed by the Village Council to 
a four-man joint committee charged with studying the matter of 
railroad track depression with the goal of reducing fatalities that 
occurred at crossings. Other members of the committee included Robert Kingery of the Plan 
Commission, as well as Council members Herbert Sieck and John Manniere of the Council.9  
 
The committee’s report recommended that Winnetka prepare an application for a federal grant 
through the Public Works Administration for the project. Charles De Leuw & Company of 
Chicago was employed to prepare the application. A referendum vote, favoring the project two to 
one, was taken as a mandate to go ahead. Winnetka subsequently received a PWA grant of 
$1,552,500 toward the estimated total cost of $3,450,000. The remaining cost was divided 
between the railroads ($897,500) and the Village of Winnetka ($1,000,000). The railroad 
depression project involved the excavation of nearly one million cubic yards of earth, elimination 
of ten railroad crossings, and completion of the seven present-day vehicular bridges. It was 
finally completed on November 3, 1940 when trains traveled over the new permanent tracks.10  
 
In 1954, the Rummlers decided to sell their house at 1015 Starr Road and move to Largo, 
Florida, where their daughter Rosalia (Sally) and her husband, Sage I. Redfern, owned a small 
trailer park. A family history noted that Rummler “expected to be "Mr. Fix-it" for the park and 
its occupants. He enjoyed maintenance chores and was skillful in repairing machinery and 
furniture.” The couple initially spent three months in San Diego, where Eugene died on March 1, 
1955. Clara spent the next ten years in Largo, Floridan, and then lived with her other daughter, 
Louise, and son-in-law, John S. Atwood, first in Scottdale, Arizona, and then in San Pedro, 
California. Clara Rummler died on  October 30, 1968.11 
 
 

 
6  Dickinson, 193.  
7  Ibid. 
8  “E.A. Rummler, Lawyer, Civic Leader, Is Dead,” Chicago Tribune (March 2, 1955); Winnetka Plan Group 
Reveals Post-War Aims,” Chicago Tribune (October 24, 1943).  
9  Dickinson, 105.  
10  Ibid, 106, 108.  
11         “Eugene Albert Rummler,” in: https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Rummler-17. 

Eugene Rummler 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Rummler-17
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Michael H. and Mary (Naghten) Pauly 
Dr. Michael H. Pauly Jr. (1906-2007) was born on June 11, 1906 and was raised in a house at 
6600 Loomis Boulevard in Chicago. His father, Michael H. Pauly, Sr., was a surgeon.12  He 
graduated from Loyola Academy in 1924 and then attended the University of Illinois Dental 
School.  
 
Michael Pauly married Mary Naghten (1911-2004) in 1936 and the couple initially lived at 820 
Lawrence Avenue in Chicago, according to the 1940 U.S. Census. Dr. Pauly served in the Army 
Medical Corps During World War II. He listed the 820 Lawrence address on his draft 
registration card, which was dated October 16, 1940. However, someone crossed out this address 
and wrote the address “791 Walden Road, Winnetka,” which presumably was the couple’s first 
home in Winnetka. The Paulys had two children—Pamela and James—and the family lived in 
the house at 1015 Starr Road from the mid-1950s until 1965. They later lived in a house at 827 
Bryant Avenue, according to the public records index found on ancestry.com.  
 
Michael H. Pauly Jr. was a dentist in Hubbard Woods for over 50 years and volunteered over the 
years at many facilities, including St. Mary’s of the Lake Catholic Seminary and Children’s 
Memorial Hospital. Throughout his life he enjoyed playing golf and was a competitive tennis 
player winning many Chicago tournaments in his early years. Mary Naghten Pauly participated 
in numerous volunteer organizations, such as the Heart Fund of Chicago, The Catholic Women’s 
Guild, Winnetka Circle, Winnetka Women’s Club, and garden clubs. She enjoyed gardening, 
owling, and playing bridge.13  
 
Manuel C. and Gloria Johnson 

No information was found on this couple, who owned the house at 1015 Starr Road from 1965 to 
1970. 
 
James and Sandra Sneider 

James R. Sneider (1936-2005) was born in Fremont, Ohio, the son of 
Walter and Bertha Sneider. In 1954 he left Ohio to attend Loyola 
University in Chicago, where he met his future wife, Sandra. They 
married in 1962 while he was attending night school at Loyola Law 
School. The couple had three children: Mark, Susan, and Diana.  A 
practicing lawyer, Sneider’s focus was mainly on real estate and 
franchise law. He represented Century 21 Northern Illinois, the 
Village of Niles, Hispanic Housing development Corporation, 
Barnaby’s Restaurants, the Comptroller of Illinois, the Cook County 
Public Guardian, and was Special Assistant to the Attorney General 
of Illinois. He was a Director at Labe Savings and Loan, serving as a board member and loan 
officer for nearly 30 years.14 

 
12  U.S. Census records for Michael H. Pauly, Jr., 1910, 1920, 1930.  
13         “Dr. Michael Henry Pauly Jr.,” Chicago Tribune (November 6, 2007); “Mary Naghten Pauly,” Chicago 
Tribune (June 13, 2004).  
14         “Sneider, James Roman,” Chicago Tribune, August 17, 2005.  
 

James Sneider. 
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Narrative Description of the Rummler House 

 
 
P.I.N.: 05-17-315-013-0000 
 
Legal Description for 1015 Starr Road:  Lot 11 in Block 2 in Winnetka Heights Subdivision, a 
Subdivision of that Part of the South ½ or the Southwest ¼ of Section 17-42-13 (east of and 
adjoining E. line of Rosewood Avenue.  
 
Construction Date:  1924 
 
Architect:  John S. Van Bergen 
 
The attribution of John S. Van Bergen as architect of the house at 1015 Starr Road does not 
come from the original building permit (attached), which curiously identifies the owner as 
architect. Instead, it comes from a drawing of the footprint of the house, identified as “Mr. E.A. 
Rummer, Winnetka, Illinois Residence,” which is signed by John S. Van Bergen, Architect, and 
dated March 25, 1924 (attached).  
 
The building permits for the house at 1015 Starr Road found in the Village of Winnetka’s files 
are listed below. Copies of these permits are attached to the end of this report. 
 
Permit Date Owner Action Architect 
03-21-1924 E. Rummler Built a 2 story and basement frame 

residence, garage attached 
“owner” 

06-23-1965 Mr. & Mrs. 
Manuel C. 
Johnson 

Remodel and make an addition to a single 
family residence 

Burgess-Stevens & 
Associated, Chicago 

 
House Description:    
The Rummler House is located on the north side of the 1000 block of Starr Road in western 
Winnetka, just west of Locust Street, on a parcel that measures 100 feet in width (east-west) and 
188 feet in depth (north-south). The house faces south, is set back 52 feet from the sidewalk; 14’-
6” from the east lot line; and 8’-0” from the west lot line. A brick driveway on the west side of 
the parcel leads to the attached garage.  
 
The two-story Prairie style house was built in two phases:  1925 (original, two-story block with 
one-story east wing and attached garage) and 1965 (rear wing). The original house has an 
irregular footprint and a massive, central stone chimney. It is clad up to the second-floor sill line 
in rough-cut limestone with stucco above the stonework. The stucco is detailed with horizontal 
wood banding. The front entrance features a round-arched wood front door with colored glass 
that is sheltered by a cantilevered, flat-roofed canopy with a geometric ceiling sconce that 
appears to be original. The entrance is approached by three stone steps and has an adjacent stone 
planter.  
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The hip roof of the original house is covered with asphalt shingles and has wide, overhanging 
eaves. Fenestration is comprised of wood-framed leaded glass casement windows, arranged 
alone, or in horizontal strips. The front facade has strips of five casement windows on the first 
and second floors that are visually unified by vertical wood banding. A group of windows that 
wraps around the corner is situated above the front entrance, which illuminates the staircase to 
the second floor. First floor windows have stone sills and are detailed with stone jack arches. A 
second story door on the west façade of the house opens onto a small balcony. The one-story 
wing has an original, exterior wood door on its rear (north) façade. The attached, two-car garage 
has an overhead metal door on its front (south) façade and an original set of wood garage doors 
on its north facade.  
 
The interior of the house has a flowing floor plan. The first floor has a front entrance foyer, 
living room, den, dining room, kitchen, family room, and a half bathroom. The second floor has 
a total of four bedrooms, an office, and three bathrooms.  
 
Portions of the walls in the living room and den have stratified stone walls. This material is also 
used to cover the outside face of the kitchen island. The foyer, living room, and dining room 
have modest wood banding and baseboard molding, and the entrance foyer walls have two wood 
grilles. The living room retains its stone-arch fireplace. Original wood flooring has been covered 
with wall-to-wall carpeting on the front staircase, second floor hall, and second floor bedrooms. 
Plaster walls have been covered with wallpaper in most rooms. The opening between the den and 
living room is graced by a pair of leaded glass double-doors. The second-floor office also retains 
an original leaded glass door that opens onto a small balcony. The foyer retains original one-
panel wood doors. Similar doors on the second floor have been painted white, as have the modest 
wood banding and baseboard molding in the hallway/bedrooms of this floor.   
 
Alterations:   
The Rummler House retains its original cladding, exterior doors, and fenestration. The most 
notable modification is the 1965 addition of the large rear wing, which contains a family room 
on the first floor, and a master bedroom and bathroom on the second floor. The original wood 
roof shingles have been replaced with asphalt shingles. The wood doors on the rear façade of the 
garage appear to be original; it is likely that they were moved to this location after the garage 
received a metal overhead garage door. Interior changes include kitchen and bathroom 
modernization. Wood flooring on the front hall staircase, second floor hallway, and three original 
bedrooms has been covered with wall-to-wall carpeting. Plaster walls have been covered by 
wallpaper; doors and wood trim on the second floor have been painted white.  
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Architect John Van Bergen 
 

The Prairie style Rummler House at 1015 Starr Road is a distinctive 
residential work by John S. Van Bergen (1885-1969), a noted architect 
who specialized in single family houses, most of which were built in 
Chicago’s west and north suburbs, with large concentrations in Oak 
Park and Highland Park, Illinois.  
 
John S. Van Bergen was born in Oak Park on October 2, 1885. After 
graduating from Oak Park River Forest High School in 1905, he 
briefly visited California before working for his uncle, a speculative 
builder. In January 1907, without previous architectural training, he 
entered the Chicago office of Walter Burley Griffin (the Griffins were 
close family friends), located in Steinway Hall. Griffin instructed him 
in the basics of drafting, but the young Van Bergen left in October 
1908 as there was insufficient work in the office to keep him busy. He 
then studied for three months at the Chicago Technical College (October 
21, 1908 to January 25, 1909) in preparation for the architectural 
licensing exams.15  
 
In January 1909, Van Bergen began working for Frank Lloyd Wright, in the architect’s Oak Park 
Studio. Other staff present at the time were William Drummond, as chief draftsman, Marion 
Mahony, Albert McArthur, Taylor Wooley, and Isabel Roberts.16 By the end of that year, Wright 
had left for Europe and only Van Bergen and Isabel Roberts remained to complete the work in 
the office and close the Studio. Van Bergen then worked for architect William Drummond until 
June 1911, when he passed the licensing examination. Thereafter, he worked independently for 
the remainder of his career, first in Oak Park (1911-17), then Highland Park, Illinois (1920-51), 
and later, Hawthorn Hills, Illinois (1951-55), and Santa Barbara, California (1955-69). 
 
John Van Bergen’s residential work for much of 
his career was primarily executed in the Prairie 
style. He designed over a dozen houses in Oak 
Park, including the George R. Hemingway House 
at 106 S. Grove (1914); three houses for Flori 
Blondeel at 426, 432, and 436 N. Elmwood 
(1913-14); Albert H. Manson House at 619 N. 
Elmwood (1912); Mrs. R.D. Manson House at 
615 N. Elmwood (1912); Harry G. Horder House 
at 823 Fair Oaks (1914); Mrs. Charles S. Yerkes 
House at 450 Iowa Street (1913); Robert N. 
Erskine House at 714 Columbian (1914); Philip 
Greiss House at 716 Columbian (1914); William 

 
15  H. Allen Brooks, The Prairie School: Frank Lloyd Wright and His Midwest Contemporaries (New York: 
W.W. Norton & Co., 1973) 85.  
16 Brooks, 85-86. 

A. Bersbach House (1914) at 1120 Michigan Avenue, 
Wilmette. 

John Van Bergen. 
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H. Watt House at 806 Columbian (1913); and the 
Henry R. Hamilton House at 714 Linden 
(1914).17  These houses are primarily sheathed in 
stucco and feature such Prairie style hallmarks as 
hip roofs with overhanging eaves, strips of 
casement windows, and wood banding.  
 
In his book, Frank Lloyd Wright, His Life and 
His Architecture, author Robert Twombly writes: 
“Van Bergen did excellent residences in and 
around Chicago, very much in Wright’s manner, 
to be sure, but some of the strongest and most 
striking of the prairie genre.”18  
 
Early residential work by Van Bergen outside Oak Park included the William M. Webster House 
(1913; razed) at 5730 Sheridan Road in Chicago, which featured an angular, flat-roofed design, 
in contrast to the hipped roof houses in Oak Park. The Allan Miller House (1915) at 7121 S. 
Paxton Avenue, also in Chicago, was designated a local landmark in 1993 and today stands as 
the city’s only extant Van Bergen-designed house. Notable Van Bergen projects in Wilmette 
include the C.P. Skillen House (1914) at 714 Ashland Avenue, which is similar in plan to 
Wright’s Ward Willits House in Highland Park, and the Alfred Bersbach House (1914) at 1120 
Michigan Avenue, a brick-and-plaster residence with slab roof. 
 
Wright scholar H. Allen Brooks discussed Van Bergen’s work of this early period:  
 

His earliest houses were profoundly indebted to Wright and, although such later works as 
the Alfred Bersbach and C.R. Erwin houses are more personal, Van Bergen came close, 
perhaps closer than anyone, to actually imitating Wright’s designs. ‘A Fireproof House 
for $5000’ and the later American System-Built House were the source of many Van 
Bergen designs…His excellent sense of proportions was much to his credit, yet because 
of this his houses look so well designed that they more readily pass for the work of 
Wright.19  

 
John Van Bergen spent World War I at Fort Sheridan, where he converted its existing buildings 
into hospitals. After his discharge, he relocated to the Ravinia section of Highland Park, building 
a Prairie style home and studio at 234 Cedar Street in 1920. His wife, Ruth, served as office 
manager for his practice. The couple raised two daughters in Highland Park, where they were 
active in the community. Van Bergen served on the Buildings and Grounds Committee for 
School District 108 and established an organization called “The Friends of Our Native 
Landscape” with his neighbor Jens Jensen, who also served as a mentor. The two men 
collaborated on several projects in which the buildings designed by Van Bergen were 

 
17  List of houses obtained from: Paul E. Sprague, Guide to Frank Lloyd Wright & Prairie School Architecture 
in Oak Park (Oak Park, Illinois: Oak Park Bicentennial Commission, 1975).  
18           Robert C. Twombly, Frank Lloyd Wright: His Life and His Architecture (New York: John Wiley & Sons, 
1979) 111. 
19          Brooks 279. 

 

Ca. 1925 house at 865 Auburn Road in Winnetka 
attributed to John Van Bergen.  
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harmonious with native landscaping designed by 
Jensen. Their joint projects included an addition 
at Ravinia School at 763 Dean Street in Highland 
Park.20 
 
John Van Bergen designed more than 30 
buildings in Highland Park, the vast majority of 
which were single family houses. The City of 
Highland Park developed a “John Van Bergen 
Architectural Tour,” the brochure for which 
provides a partial list of the architect’s buildings 
in this community and is attached to the end of 
this report.  
 
Van Bergen continued to design in the Prairie style through the 1920s and 1930s and his projects 
of this period demonstrate his mature style, which is distinguished by the use of stratified 
stonework as cladding, as seen in the Rummler House and in the Stoddard House at 290 Cedar 
Avenue (1930) in Highland Park. Houses of this period sometimes exhibit wraparound windows 
and attached garages, as well as Van Bergen’s excellent sense of proportion and attention to 
craftsmanship.  
 

Van Bergen designed the Braeside School 
(1927) at 150 Pierce Road in Highland Park 
in 1927 and an addition ten years later. 
Like the Rummler House, this Prairie style 
building features stratified stone up to the 
second story sills and a round-arch stone 
fireplace, located in its original music 
room. The year after the Braeside school 
was underway, planning began for the 
Chicago Junior School on a sixty-acre site 
near Elgin, in which Van Bergen designed 
several buildings starting in the late 1920s. 
A two-story building at 1894 Sheridan 

Road (1926) in Highland Park, designed for 
Humer Furriers, is a rare extant commercial 
design by Van Bergen.  

 
Other commissions show Van Bergen experimenting in different idioms. For example, two of his 
works in Highland Park—the John Shaver House at 326 Delta Road (1935) and the George Lake 
House (1936) at 344 Bloom Street—were influenced by 1920s European Modernism, featuring 
smooth wall planes and flat roofs. In 1939, the Chicago Tribune published a photo of a Van 
Bergen designed house at 534 High Road in Glen Ellyn, which merged modern and historic 

 
20        “John Van Bergen,” in: https://highlandparkhistory.com/highland-park-legends-program/john-van-bergen/ 

Stoddard House (1930) at 290 Cedar St., Highland 
Park.
  

Chicago Junior School Main Hall (1928) at 1600 Dundee 
Ave., Elgin. 

https://highlandparkhistory.com/highland-park-legends-program/john-van-bergen/
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elements. This modest, one-story gabled house 
with stone chimney and wood-shingled roof 
was built with concrete and finished with white 
cement stucco.21  
 
John and Ruth Van Bergen relocated to a rural 
area in Hawthorne Woods after World War II, 
and they moved to Lake Barrington shortly 
thereafter. He subsequently worked in part as a 
small developer, buying large tracts of land, 
subdividing and selling the lots, sometimes 
with a residence of his own design. In 1955, 
Van Bergen relocated with his wife to just 
outside of Santa Barbara, California, where he continued to practice architecture, augmented by 
subdividing tracts of land for residential development. 22  
 
An article in the 1976 issue of The Prairie School Review discussed Van Bergen’s later work: 
 

Van Bergen’s architecture radically changed after 1950 once he had relocated first to 
Hawthorn Woods, later to Barrington Hills, and finally in 1955 to Santa Barbara, 
California. No longer limited by the relatively small lots of the north suburbs, his house 
plans were free to spread out across flatlands as rambling, one story designs with flat 
roofs and concrete floors with radiant heating. In effect he forsook the stylistic devices of 
his prairie naturalism and substituted (at this late date) the details and forms of the 
International Style. While he continued to use stratified limestone he more often 
employed white stucco or common brick exclusively on his exteriors with punched 
openings and unadorned surfaces.23  

 
A 1964 wildfire destroyed John Van Bergen’s home and studio in Santa Barbara, which 
contained most of the drawings and documents of his nearly half-century work as a designer. He 
died in 1969 at the age of 84.  
 
Today, the Rummler House is a rare example of John Van Bergen’s work in Winnetka. The 
Winnetka Historical Society’s partial architectural survey of the village does not identify any 
other houses by the architect. However, a book by Martin Hackl titled, The Work of John S. Van 
Bergen, Architect (self-published, 2001), identifies one other Van Bergen residence in Winnetka:  
the house at 865 Auburn Road, which was built ca. 1925. Hackl’s book provides an informative 
building catalog, accommodated by photos, of Van Bergen’s work over the course of his career. 
It can be accessed online at: https://organica.org/pse/hackl/title2.html 
 
 
 

 
21          “Small Home of Concrete,” Chicago Tribune (October 29, 1939).   
22  “John Van Bergen,” in: https://highlandparkhistory.com/highland-park-legends-program/john-van-bergen/ 
23  John Muggenberg, “The Prairie Spirit into the Mid 20th Century,” The Prairie School Review (Vol. 12, 
1976) 24.  

Shaver House (1935) at 326 Delta Lane, Highland Park.  

https://organica.org/pse/hackl/title2.html
https://highlandparkhistory.com/highland-park-legends-program/john-van-bergen/
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Landmark Status of the Property 

 
The Rummler House is not a locally designated landmark or in a locally designated historic 
district.  It is not listed individually on the National Register of Historic Places or in a National 
Register Historic District.  It is not listed in the Illinois Historic Structures Survey conducted in 
the early 1970s.  
 

Evaluation of Historic Significance 

 
The historic (pre-1971) owners of this house were researched through a variety of sources, 
including the Chicago History Museum’s online catalog; the newspapers.com database; U.S. 
Census records, and the book titled, Who’s Who in Chicago and Vicinity for varying years. It was 
determined that the house is historically significant at the local level for its association with 
Eugene A. Rummler—its first owner—who was a civic leader in Winnetka from the 1910s 
through the 1930s, serving as Village President and long-term member of the Plan Commission. 
In these roles, he oversaw the establishment of the caucus system and later assisted with the 
railroad depression project. No information was found relating the house to an historic event.  
 

Evaluation of Architectural Significance 

 
The Rummler House at 1015 Starr Road has local and statewide architectural significance as an 
exemplary design by architect John Van Bergen, an important early 20th century architect in 
Illinois who began his career as a draftsman for Frank Lloyd Wright and specialized in single 
family houses, most of which were designed in the Prairie style and built in Chicago’s west and 
north suburbs. The Rummler House also possesses local architectural significance as an excellent 
example of a Prairie style house by one of the movement’s key practitioners. It exhibits 
hallmarks of this style, including horizontal proportions, hip roof with overhanging eaves, strips 
of leaded glass casement windows, wood banding, and a massive central fireplace.  
 
The Rummer House exhibits an excellent sense of proportion and attention to craftsmanship that 
distinguishes it from other “vernacular” Prairie style houses in Winnetka, sometimes referred to 
as “Contractor” Prairie houses, which used Prairie design elements on a more modest scale. The 
residence is indicative of Van Bergen’s mature style, which often features the use of stratified 
stone as cladding, wraparound windows, and attached garages. This fine residence is one of only 
two houses designed by John Van Bergen in Winnetka, with other being the ca. 1925 house at 
865 Auburn Road.  The Rummler House features good architectural integrity overall and the 
major alteration—the 1965 rear wing—is not visible from the public right-of-way.  
 
 

 Evaluation of Neighborhood Impact  
 
The Rummler House at 1015 Starr Road contributes to a fairly cohesive block of historic revival 
style houses. Seven of the ten houses on this block were built in the 1920s, while the other three 
were built post-2000. The historic residences were designed in the Tudor Revival or Colonial 
Revival styles and exhibit uniform scale, massing, and setbacks. They are two- to three-stories in 
height; are clad in traditional cladding materials, including brick, wood, and stucco; and feature 
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individual driveways from Starr Road.  Roof types are front-gabled or side-gabled, and some 
houses have dormers. Demolition of the Rummler House could have an adverse impact on the 
1000 block of Starr Road if what replaces it is not sensitive to issues of scale, size, and setbacks 
on the lot.  The adjacent 600 block of Locust Street has experienced considerable demolition, 
with six houses built post-2000 in various neo-traditional styles.  
 

January 2021 Postscript 

 
During the January 4, 2021 Landmark Preservation Commission meeting, one of the 
Commissioners suggested that this house possesses national and international significance. 
However, this does not appear to be the case. For the Rummler House to rise to those elevated 
levels of significance, it would need to be evaluated against other Prairie style houses designed 
by Frank Lloyd Wright in the Chicago area and elsewhere, such as the Robie House in Chicago 
or the Ward Willits House in Highland Park. The Rummler House, though a notable Prairie style 
design in Winnetka, does not rise to the same level of design as such houses, which feature 
innovative features and better architectural integrity. John Van Bergen cannot be considered an 
architect of national or international significance as the bulk of his work was in the suburbs of 
Chicago. Moreover, his Prairie style houses, though widely admired today, were long considered 
derivative and received little attention in contemporary architectural publications or in the 
popular press. Van Bergen did not produce writings about his work or architectural philosophy, 
and he was not considered an influential architect in his day.  
 
 

Person Responsible for Performing the Study 

 
Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., has worked as an independent architectural historian since 1998, 
documenting hundreds of buildings through local and national landmark nominations, 
architectural survey work, and Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) projects. She has 
also developed over a dozen HAIS reports for houses in Winnetka. Clients include architectural 
firms, non-profit organizations, development firms, and municipalities, including the City of 
Chicago. She is the co-author of a book titled, Benjamin H. Marshall, Chicago Architect 
(Acanthus Press, 2016), and a contributor to the book titled, Art Deco Chicago (Yale University 
Press, 2011).  
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Attachment A 
Exterior Views, November 2020  

 
 

 
View looking northeast. 

 

 
View looking northwest.   
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Attachment A 
Exterior Views, November 2020  

 

 
View looking northeast. 

 

     
Front façade fenentration. 

 

 
Front entrance.   
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Attachment A 
Exterior Views, November 2020  
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Attachment A 
Exterior Views, November 2020  

  

         
           Window adjacent to garage door.  Casement “wraparound” windows above front entrance.  
 

 
Rear façade of garage showing original paired doors.  

 
 

 
West façade of garage. 
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Attachment A 
Exterior Views, November 2020  

 

       
Views of rear elevation.  

 

 
1965 rear addition sheathed in aluminum siding.  

 

 
Group of leaded glass casement windows on rear façade of original house. 
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Attachment A 
Exterior Views, November 2020  

 

 
Rear façade of original house block.  

 

 
Rear entrance to one-story wing.  

 

 
Stonework on east façade.  
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Attachment B 
Interior Views, January 2021 

 

 
View of front foyer with original round-arch, art glass door.  

 
 

 
Wood grille in front foyer looking toward living room.  
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Attachment B 
Interior Views, January 2021 

 

 
Front door, half-bath, closet.  

 

 
Front foyer looking toward staircase to second floor. 
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Attachment B 
Interior Views, January 2021 

 

 
Front foyer, looking west. 

 

 
Living room, looking east toward den.  
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Attachment B 
Interior Views, January 2021 

 

 
Strip of original five casement windows in living room.  

 
 

 
Living room, looking toward dining room (left) and den.   
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Attachment B 
Interior Views, January 2021

 
Living room fireplace.  

 
 

 
Original doors between living room and den.  
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Attachment B 
Interior Views, January 2021 

 

 
Den, looking toward living room.  

 

 
Den showing strip of original casement windows.  
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Attachment B 
Interior Views, January 2021 

 

 
Detail of original wood banding in living room, looking into dining room. 

 
 

 
Dining room with original casement windows.  
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Attachment B 
Interior Views, January 2021 

 

 
Detail of original casement windows in dining room. 

 
 

 
Original wood panel door in dining room, looking toward living room.  
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Attachment B 

Interior Views, January 2021 
 

 
View of island with stratified stonework in kitchen.  

 

 
Family room in 1965 rear wing.  
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Attachment B 
Interior Views, January 2021 

 

 
Kitchen 

 
 

                    
 

          Doors to garage (left) and backyard.           Half-bath adjacent to front door.  
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Attachment B 

Interior Views, January 2021 
 

 
Staircase to second floor with wood grille. 

 

 
Original casement windows on stair landing. 
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Attachment B 
Interior Views, January 2021 

 

 
Staircase looking down. 

 

 
Second floor hallway.  
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Attachment B 
Interior Views, January 2021 

 

 
Bedroom 1. 

 
 

 
Second floor hall bathroom.  
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Attachment B 
Interior Views, January 2021 

 

 
Bedroom 2.  

 

 
Bedroom 3.  
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Attachment B 
Interior Views, January 2021 

 

                     
                 Bedroom 3 bathroom.              Painted door in Bedroom 3.  
 
 
 

              
Second floor office with original leaded glass door opening onto balcony. 

  



 
Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the Rummler House, 1015 Starr Road, Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 
Submitted December 11, 2020; Revised January 2021     37 

Attachment B 
Interior Views, January 2021 

 

 
Master bedroom in 1965 rear wing.  

 

 
Master bath in 1965 rear wing.  
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Attachment C 
 

Floor Plans 
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Attachment D 
 

Neighborhood Character Table 
 
 

Address Architectural Style Construction 

Date 

No. of 

stories 

cladding 

1014 Starr 
 

Tudor Revival 1924 2 Brick (1st fl.); stucco 
(2nd fl.) 

1015 Starr 
 

Prairie 1924 2 Stone veneer (1st fl.) 
Stucco (2nd fl.) 

1025 Starr 
 

Neo-French Eclectic 2004 3 Stone veneer 

1028 Starr 
 

Tudor Revival 1922 2 Brick (1st); stucco 
(2nd) 

1034 Starr 
 

Colonial Revival 1922 3 Wood 

1035 Starr 
 

Colonial Revival 1927 3 Brick 

1040 Starr 
 

Tudor Revival 1926 2 
 

Stone (1st fl.); stucco 
(2nd fl.) 

1045 Starr 
 

Neo-Italian Renaissance 2014 2 brick 

1050 Starr 
 

Colonial Revival 1923 2 brick 

1055 Starr 
 

Neo-Colonial/Craftsman 2001 2 Brick 

639 Locust 
 

Colonial Revival (Ranch 
home) 

1950 1.5 Brick 

649 Locust 
 

Colonial Revival 1925 2.5 Brick 

656 Locust 
 

Craftsman 1924 2.5 Brick  

659 Locust 
 

Neo-French Eclectic Post-2000 2 Brick 

675 Locust 
 

Neo-French Eclectic 2009 2.5 Stone veneer 

680 Locust  
 

Colonial Revival 1923 2 Wood 

685 Locust 
 

Neo-Craftsman/Eclectic 2018 2.5 Stucco? 

689 Locust 
 

Unknown; under 
construction 

2020 2.5 Unknown 
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Attachment E  
Representative houses near 1015 Starr Road 

                                 

          
                       1014 Starr Road; 1924                                   1025 Starr Road; 2004 
 

          
                      1028 Starr Road; 1922                                 1034 Starr Road; 2004 
 

          
                         1035 Starr Road; 1927                                 1040 Starr Road; 1926 
 

       
                       1045 Starr Road; 2014                               1050 Starr Road; 1923 
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Attachment E  
Representative houses near 1015 Starr Road 

 

            
                       1055 Starr Road; 2001                                   630 Locust Street; 1950 
 

            
                      656 Locust Street; 1924                               659 Locust Street; post-2000 
 

          
                   675 Locust Street; 2009                                   680 Locust Street; 1923 
 

          
                     685 Locust Street; 2018                                 689 Locust Street; 2020 
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Attachment F 
 

Representative Prairie style houses in Winnetka 
 

     
        19 Warwick Lane (1907); George W. Maher        38 Abbotsford Road (1908); Walter Burley Griffin 
             
 

     
 38 Abbotsford Road (1908); Walter Burley Griffin                              402 Hawthorne Lane 
 

    
                     599 Orchard Lane (1929)           331 Walnut (1912) 
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SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1938, showing footprints of houses on the 1000 block of Starr 
Road and construction dates.  
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Original building permit for the house at 1015 Starr Road. 
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Pencil drawing showing footprint of the Rummler House at 1015 Starr Road dated March 25, 
1924 that identifies John S. Van Bergen as architect.  
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Plat of Survey undertaken on behalf of Eugene Rummler for his property at 1015 Starr Road, 
dated September 3, 1924. The 1965 rear wing was later drawn in pen. 
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City of Highland Park brochure, “John Van Bergen Architecture Tour.”   
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City of Highland Park brochure, “John Van Bergen Architecture Tour.”   
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City of Highland Park brochure, “John Van Bergen Architecture Tour.”   
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Source:  Chicago Tribune, October 29, 1939. 
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MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: DECEMBER 28, 2020 

SUBJECT: 1015 STARR ROAD – HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT 
STUDY (CASE NO. 20-21-LPC) 

INTRODUCTION 

Meeting Date  January 4, 2021 

Requested Commission Action  Determine (1) whether the HAIS is complete; (2) whether the 
proposed  demolition  will  have  a  significant  negative 
architectural  or historical  impact on either  the Village as a 
whole or on the immediate neighborhood; and (3) whether 
demolition should be delayed in order to explore alternatives 
to total demolition. 

Preliminary  Historical  and  Architectural 
Review 

November 2, 2020, by a vote of 5‐0 required submittal of an 
HAIS. 

Property Address  1015 Starr Road (See Attachment C – Aerial Map) 

Property Owner  1015 Starr, LLC 

Application Submitted by  1015 Starr, LLC – Represented by Jon Kogan (See Attachment 
F – Application Materials) 

Mail Notice Sent  to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed 

Newspaper Notice  The meeting was properly noticed in the Winnetka Talk on 
December 17, 2020. 

Public Comments as Date of Memo  None 

Winnetka  Historical  Society  (WHS) 
Comments on HAIS 

WHS finds the HAIS complete and is  in agreement that the 
house  has  architectural  significance  because  of  its 
association with its architect, John Van Bergen, and historical 
significance  because  of  its  association  with  former  Village 
President Eugene Rummler.  (Attachment B). 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

Size  0.43 acres 

Location  North  side  of  Starr  Road  between  Rosewood  Avenue  and 
Locust Street 

Improvements  Single‐family residence with attached garage 

Zoning  R‐3 Single Family Residential 

Surrounding Zoning  R‐3 Single Family Residential 

PROPERTY HISTORY  See Attachment D, Preliminary Property History 
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Constructed 1924 

Additional Construction Activity 1965 – Remodel and construct an addition to single family 
residence; 1995 – Build a shed 

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) The WHS research indicates that the property does have 
historical and architectural significance.  See attached 
reports from the WHS provided in Attachments B and E for 
details.   

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 

Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes 
on Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley) 

None 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and 
noise impacts in the neighborhood. 

COMMISSION REVIEW 

In making its determination regarding the historical and architectural impact of the subject 
property, the Landmark Preservation Commission shall consider the following: 

a. the historic and architectural impact study prepared pursuant to the foregoing Section
15.52.050;

b. the preliminary property history study prepared pursuant to Section 15.52.040;
c. comments of the Winnetka Historical Society on the application and study; and
d. any other information, comment or evidence received by the Commission at the impact

determination meeting or at the preliminary review meeting.

Prior to making a determination, the Commission must first determine if it finds the Historical  
Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) complete. If the LPC determines that the HAIS filed by the 
Applicant is incomplete or otherwise insufficient to enable the LPC to make a determination as to 
the impact of the proposed demolition, the LPC may direct the Applicant to complete, amend or 
supplement the report and may continue the impact determination meeting pending the 
Applicant’s filing of a complete application. 

If the Commission does find the HAIS complete, a Commission member may make one of the two 
following motions (a) Demolition Without Delay or (b) Delay of Demolition: 

Demolition Without Delay 

I make a motion finding that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 1015 Starr 
Road prepared by Jean Guarino is complete and that the proposed demolition will not have 
a significant negative architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a whole or 
on the immediate neighborhood.  Based upon these findings, the demolition may proceed 
without a delay. 

Delay of Demolition 

I make a motion finding that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 1015 Starr 
Road prepared by Jean Guarino is complete and that the building or structure is considered 
to be historically or architecturally significant as it meets one or more of the following 
standards [Commission member should note which of the following standards should be 
included in the motion]: 

LPC - 1015 Starr HAIS - Page 2
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(1) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design without regard to the time
built or historic associations;

(2) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design that is not the result of a
change or a series of changes in the original structure;

(3) the structure exemplifies an architectural style, construction technique or building type
once common in the Village;

(4) the structure exhibits an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or construction
technique that contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as an accent or
counterpart; or

(5) that the property has been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the
Village Code, has been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey
conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation, or has been
listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the Illinois Register of Historic Places.

The Commission also finds that the proposed demolition will have a significant negative 
architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a whole or on the immediate 
neighborhood due to the following architecturally or historically significant aspects of the 
structure: 

1. [Commission member to fill in]
2. __________________________________________________________________-

Preservation alternatives to the demolition of the structure include: 

1. [Commission member to fill in].

The Commission continues to encourage interest in and understanding of preservation in 
the whole of the Village as it may be applicable to the demolition permit request under 
review and to encourage and provide means of communication and exchange of views 
between the applicants and the owners and occupants of properties within two hundred 
fifty (250) feet of the subject property. 

Based upon these finding, the demolition must be delayed for a period of 60 days in 
order to explore alternatives to total demolition. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  HAIS prepared by Jean Guarino  
Attachment B:  Historical Society HAIS Comments 
Attachment C:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment D:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment E:  Historical Society Research  
Attachment F:  Application Materials 

LPC - 1015 Starr HAIS - Page 3



 
HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT STUDY (HAIS): 

 
 

THE EUGENE AND CLARA RUMMLER HOUSE  
1015 STARR ROAD 

WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 
 

 
 

Built 1924 
Architect: John Van Bergen 

 
 

HAIS PREPARED BY: 
Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D. 
Guarino Historic Resources Documentation 
844 Home Avenue 
Oak Park, IL  60304 
708.386.1142 
guarinojl@gmail.com 
 
Submitted to the Village of Winnetka on December 11, 2020. 
  

ATTACHMENT A
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Synopsis of Findings of Significance 

 

The Rummler House at 1015 Starr Road has local and statewide architectural significance as an 
exemplary design by architect John Van Bergen, an important early 20th century architect in 
Illinois who began his career as a draftsman for Frank Lloyd Wright and specialized in 
residential work. The house also possesses local architectural significance as an excellent 
example of the Prairie style in Winnetka, possessing hallmarks of this style, as well as the 
distinctive use of rough-cut limestone as sheathing. The house is historically significant at the 
local level for its association with Eugene A. Rummler—its first owner—who was a civic leader 
in Winnetka from the 1910s through the 1930s, serving as Village President and long-term 
member of the Plan Commission. In these roles, he oversaw the establishment of the caucus 
system and later assisted with the railroad depression project. No information was found relating 
the house to an historic event.  
 

Ownership history of the 1015 Starr Road parcel  

 
Property Owner Name Period of Ownership 

Eugene A. and Clara Rummler 1925 - 1954 
Michael H. and Mary Pauly 1955 - 1965 
Manuel C. and Gloria Johnson 1965 - 1970 
James and Sandra Sneider 1970 - 1972 
Alvin R. and Lenore Shapiro 1972 - 2004 
Benjamin Chou 2004 - Present 

 

It was not possible to undertake Tract Book research for this property since the Cook County 
Recorder of Deeds Office is currently (December 2020) closed due to the coronavirus. As a 
result, the chain of ownership was obtained from the research packet prepared by the Winnetka 
Historical Society, which was based on a review of local phone directories, real estate listings, 
and obituaries. Consultant also reviewed U.S. Census records, documentation in the building file 
for 1915 Starr Road at the Winnetka Village Hall, as well as contemporary newspaper clippings 
to verify these dates. Biographical information on the historic (pre-1971) owners of this property 
is shown below.  
 
Eugene A. and Clara Rummler 
 
Eugene A. Rummler (1872-1955) was born in Kalamazoo, Michigan, the son of Joseph J. and 
Jenny R. (Sittig) Rummler. He attended the University of Michigan but interrupted his studies to 
work as a civil engineer for the Detroit Waterworks. He graduated in 1898 with a B.S. degree in 
mechanical engineering and was employed by the Crescent Shipyards of Elizabeth, New York. 
There he was involved in the construction of the first seven submarines built in the United 
States.1  
 

 
1          Albert N. Marquis (Editor). The Book of Chicagoans (Chicago: A.N. Marquis & Co., 1931) 842; “Eugene 
Albert Rummler,” in: https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Rummler-17. 
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Eugene Rummler served as a patent attorney in Chicago for fifty years. In 1901, he established 
the Chicago-based law firm of Rummer & Rummler, in partnership with his brother, William R. 
Rummler. The firm specialized in patents, copyrights, and trademarks. The brothers took on 
various other partners over the years: the firm was variously known as Rummler, Rummler & 
Woodworth (1931); Rummler, Rummler and Davis (1941); and Rummler, Rummler, and Snow 
(1955). Eugene Rummler’s stature in Chicago’s business community is evidenced by his 
inclusion in The Book of Chicagoans: A Biographical Dictionary of Leading Living Men and 
Women of the City of Chicago (A.N. Marquis, Ed.) for the years 1911, 1917, 1931 and 1941.  
 
In 1903, Eugene Rummler reportedly designed and built the first postage meter machine in the 
U.S., following the invention of Arthur H. Pitney two years earlier. He later spoke of the great 
effort required, and the many disappointments encountered, before obtaining approval of the 
U.S. postal authorities and the consent of Congress to use the meter machines in franking mail.2 
Rummler served for many years as chairman of the Chicago Association of Commerce 
committees on public improvements and good roads. He was an organizer of the Chicago 
Regional Planning Association, a member of the Citizens’ Advisory Committee on financing 
Cook County expressways, and chairman of the joint committee on the Cook County highway 
program.3  
 
Eugene Rummler married Clara L. Wenborne (1879-1968), of Buffalo, New York, on June 23, 
1903. The couple had four children: Charles Wenborne, Rosalia, Frederick Sittig, and Emma. 
The family lived in Chicago until 1908 when they moved to Winnetka, living at 965 Spruce 
Street. Eugene and Clara were active in the Winnetka Drama Club and both appeared in 
productions. Both were members of the Winnetka Congregational Church. In 1924, the 
Rummlers commissioned Highland Park-based architect John Van Osdel to design a Prairie style 
house on a lot they purchased at 1015 Starr Road. The estimated cost was $14,000, according to 
the building permit. Four years later, their son, Frederick, drowned in Lake Michigan at the age 
of 21, when a boat he was on overturned.4  
 
Eugene was active in Winnetka’s civic affairs over the course of several decades. He served as 
President of the Village from 1915 to 1917. During his term in office, the non-partisan caucus 
system of nominating village officers was adopted. The system brings together a varied group of 
residents who endorse candidates from those who choose to submit themselves to the vetting 
process.  Rummler was quoted as saying that the new system was “not the conception of one 
individual, but the result of the earnest study of many civic-minded citizens.”5  
 
In The Story of Winnetka (1956), historian Lora Townsend Dickinson noted that, “The caucus 
system as used in Winnetka is unique. It is not based on the charter, nor any act of the legislature, 
nor any village ordinance. She also explained why this system originated: “Partisan politics with 

 
2          “The Stamp Collector,” Chicago Tribune (November 19, 1950).  
3          Albert N. Marquis (Editor). The Book of Chicagoans (Chicago: A.N. Marquis & Co., 1931) 842.  
4          “Eugene Albert Rummler,” in: https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Rummler-17.  “Man Drowns in Trying to 
Save Friends’ Lives,” Herald and Review (Decatur) (August 29, 1928).  
5          Lora Townsend Dickinson, The Story of Winnetka (Winnetka: Winnetka Historical Society, 1956) 192.  
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its accompanying “spoils system” was seen to be creeping into the 
village elections about 1914, and office seekers were plainly 
recognized—bringing a disturbing note into community life.”6 
A meeting in the City Club of Chicago, attended by Winnetka 
officials, including Rummler, convened to discuss the caucus plan. 
Dickinson noted that the new system was subsequently “tried out and 
finally prevailed over the partisan method.”7   
 
Eugene Rummler was widely recognized for his knowledge in city 
planning: he served as chairman of the Winnetka Zoning Commission 
from 1920-21 and he also as chairman of the Winnetka Plan 
Commission from 1927 to at least 1943.8 As a member of the Plan 
Commission in late 1937, he was appointed by the Village Council to 
a four-man joint committee charged with studying the matter of 
railroad track depression with the goal of reducing fatalities that 
occurred at crossings. Other members of the committee included Robert Kingery of the Plan 
Commission, as well as Council members Herbert Sieck and John Manniere of the Council.9  
 
The committee’s report recommended that Winnetka prepare an application for a federal grant 
through the Public Works Administration for the project. Charles De Leuw & Company of 
Chicago was employed to prepare the application. A referendum vote, favoring the project two to 
one, was taken as a mandate to go ahead. Winnetka subsequently received a PWA grant of 
$1,552,500 toward the estimated total cost of $3,450,000. The remaining cost was divided 
between the railroads ($897,500) and the Village of Winnetka ($1,000,000). The railroad 
depression project involved the excavation of nearly one million cubic yards of earth, elimination 
of ten railroad crossings, and completion of the seven present-day vehicular bridges. It was 
finally completed on November 3, 1940 when trains traveled over the new permanent tracks.10  
 
In 1954, the Rummlers decided to sell their house at 1015 Starr Road and move to Largo, 
Florida, where their daughter Rosalia (Sally) and her husband, Sage I. Redfern, owned a small 
trailer park. A family history noted that Rummler “expected to be "Mr. Fix-it" for the park and 
its occupants. He enjoyed maintenance chores and was skillful in repairing machinery and 
furniture.” The couple initially spent three months in San Diego, where Eugene died on March 1, 
1955. Clara spent the next ten years in Largo, Floridan, and then lived with her other daughter, 
Louise, and son-in-law, John S. Atwood, first in Scottdale, Arizona, and then in San Pedro, 
California. Clara Rummler died on  October 30, 1968.11 
 
 

 
6  Dickinson, 193.  
7  Ibid. 
8  “E.A. Rummler, Lawyer, Civic Leader, Is Dead,” Chicago Tribune (March 2, 1955); Winnetka Plan Group 
Reveals Post-War Aims,” Chicago Tribune (October 24, 1943).  
9  Dickinson, 105.  
10  Ibid, 106, 108.  
11         “Eugene Albert Rummler,” in: https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Rummler-17. 

Eugene Rummler 
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Michael H. and Mary (Naghten) Pauly 
Dr. Michael H. Pauly Jr. (1906-2007) was born on June 11, 1906 and was raised in a house at 
6600 Loomis Boulevard in Chicago. His father, Michael H. Pauly, Sr., was a surgeon.12  He 
graduated from Loyola Academy in 1924 and then attended the University of Illinois Dental 
School.  
 
Michael Pauly married Mary Naghten (1911-2004) in 1936 and the couple initially lived at 820 
Lawrence Avenue in Chicago, according to the 1940 U.S. Census. Dr. Pauly served in the Army 
Medical Corps During World War II. He listed the 820 Lawrence address on his draft 
registration card, which was dated October 16, 1940. However, someone crossed out this address 
and wrote the address “791 Walden Road, Winnetka,” which presumably was the couple’s first 
home in Winnetka. The Paulys had two children—Pamela and James—and the family lived in 
the house at 1015 Starr Road from the mid-1950s until 1965. They later lived in a house at 827 
Bryant Avenue, according to the public records index found on ancestry.com.  
 
Michael H. Pauly Jr. was a dentist in Hubbard Woods for over 50 years and volunteered over the 
years at many facilities, including St. Mary’s of the Lake Catholic Seminary and Children’s 
Memorial Hospital. Throughout his life he enjoyed playing golf and was a competitive tennis 
player winning many Chicago tournaments in his early years. Mary Naghten Pauly participated 
in numerous volunteer organizations, such as the Heart Fund of Chicago, The Catholic Women’s 
Guild, Winnetka Circle, Winnetka Women’s Club, and garden clubs. She enjoyed gardening, 
owling, and playing bridge.13  
 
Manuel C. and Gloria Johnson 

No information was found on this couple, who owned the house at 1015 Starr Road from 1965 to 
1970. 
 
James and Sandra Sneider 

James R. Sneider (1936-2005) was born in Fremont, Ohio, the son of 
Walter and Bertha Sneider. In 1954 he left Ohio to attend Loyola 
University in Chicago, where he met his future wife, Sandra. They 
married in 1962 while he was attending night school at Loyola Law 
School. The couple had three children: Mark, Susan, and Diana.  A 
practicing lawyer, Sneider’s focus was mainly on real estate and 
franchise law. He represented Century 21 Northern Illinois, the 
Village of Niles, Hispanic Housing development Corporation, 
Barnaby’s Restaurants, the Comptroller of Illinois, the Cook County 
Public Guardian, and was Special Assistant to the Attorney General 
of Illinois. He was a Director at Labe Savings and Loan, serving as a board member and loan 
officer for nearly 30 years.14 

 
12  U.S. Census records for Michael H. Pauly, Jr., 1910, 1920, 1930.  
13         “Dr. Michael Henry Pauly Jr.,” Chicago Tribune (November 6, 2007); “Mary Naghten Pauly,” Chicago 
Tribune (June 13, 2004).  
14         “Sneider, James Roman,” Chicago Tribune, August 17, 2005.  
 

James Sneider. 
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Narrative Description of the Rummler House 

 
 
P.I.N.: 05-17-315-013-0000 
 
Legal Description for 1015 Starr Road:  Lot 11 in Block 2 in Winnetka Heights Subdivision, a 
Subdivision of that Part of the South ½ or the Southwest ¼ of Section 17-42-13 (east of and 
adjoining E. line of Rosewood Avenue.  
 
Construction Date:  1924 
 
Architect:  John S. Van Bergen 
 
The attribution of John S. Van Bergen as architect of the house at 1015 Starr Road does not 
come from the original building permit (attached), which curiously identifies the owner as 
architect. Instead, it comes from a drawing of the footprint of the house, identified as “Mr. E.A. 
Rummer, Winnetka, Illinois Residence,” which is signed by John S. Van Bergen, Architect, and 
dated March 25, 1924 (attached).  
 
The building permits for the house at 1015 Starr Road found in the Village of Winnetka’s files 
are listed below. Copies of these permits are attached to the end of this report. 
 
Permit Date Owner Action Architect 
03-21-1924 E. Rummler Built a 2 story and basement frame 

residence, garage attached 
“owner” 

06-23-1965 Mr. & Mrs. 
Manuel C. 
Johnson 

Remodel and make an addition to a single 
family residence 

Burgess-Stevens & 
Associated, Chicago 

 
House Description:    
The Rummler House is located on the north side of the 1000 block of Starr Road in western 
Winnetka, just west of Locust Street, on a parcel that measures 100 feet in width (east-west) and 
188 feet in depth (north-south). The house faces south, is set back 52 feet from the sidewalk; 14’-
6” from the east lot line; and 8’-0” from the west lot line. A brick driveway on the west side of 
the parcel leads to the attached garage.  
 
The two-story Prairie style house was built in two phases:  1925 (original, two-story block with 
one-story east wing and attached garage) and 1965 (rear wing). The original house has an 
irregular footprint and a massive, central stone chimney. It is clad up to the second-floor sill line 
in rough-cut limestone with stucco above the stonework. The stucco is detailed with horizontal 
wood banding. The front entrance features a round-arched wood front door with colored glass 
that is sheltered by a cantilevered, flat-roofed canopy with a geometric ceiling sconce that 
appears to be original. The entrance is approached by three stone steps and has an adjacent stone 
planter.  
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The hip roof of the original house is covered with asphalt shingles and has wide, overhanging 
eaves. Fenestration is comprised of wood-framed leaded glass casement windows, arranged 
alone, or in horizontal strips. The front facade has strips of five casement windows on the first 
and second floors that are visually unified by vertical wood banding. A group of windows that 
wraps around the corner is situated above the front entrance, which illuminates the staircase to 
the second floor. First floor windows have stone sills and are detailed with stone jack arches. A 
second story door on the west façade of the house opens onto a small balcony. The one-story 
wing has an original, exterior wood door on its rear (north) façade. The attached, two-car garage 
has an overhead metal door on its front (south) façade and an original set of wood garage doors 
on its north facade.  
 
The interior of the house has a flowing floor plan, as shown on the attached floor plans. The first 
floor has a foyer, living room, den, dining room, kitchen, and dining room. The second floor has 
a total of four bedrooms, an office, and two bathrooms.  
 
Consultant was unable to access the interior of this house due to the coronavirus pandemic. The 
current resident, Benjamin Chou, took the interior photos that are attached to this report. These 
photos show that portions of the walls in the living room and den have stratified stone walls. This 
material is also used to cover the outside face of the kitchen island. Public rooms on the first 
floor are detailed with wood banding and walls of the entrance foyer have wood grilles. The 
living room retains its stone-arch fireplace, which is similar to one in the later Braeside School in 
Highland Park. The house has wood flooring, and its walls and ceilings are finished with plaster. 
The opening between the den and living room is graced by a pair of leaded glass double-doors. 
The house appears to retain its original interior wood doors.  
 
Alterations:   
The Rummler House retained its original cladding, exterior doors, and fenestration. The most 
notable modification is the 1965 addition of the large rear wing, which contains a family room 
on the first floor, and a master bedroom and bathroom on the second floor. The original wood 
roof shingles have been replaced with asphalt shingles. The wood doors on the rear façade of the 
garage appear to be original; it is likely that they were moved to this location after the garage 
received a metal overhead garage door. Interior changes include kitchen and bathroom 
modernization. The front hall staircase, second floor hallway, and bedroom has been covered 
with wall-to-wall carpeting.  
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Architect John Van Bergen 
 

The Prairie style Rummler House at 1015 Starr Road is a distinctive 
residential work by John S. Van Bergen (1885-1969), a noted architect 
who specialized in single family houses, most of which were built in 
Chicago’s west and north suburbs, with large concentrations in Oak 
Park and Highland Park, Illinois.  
 
John S. Van Bergen was born in Oak Park on October 2, 1885. After 
graduating from Oak Park River Forest High School in 1905, he 
briefly visited California before working for his uncle, a speculative 
builder. In January 1907, without previous architectural training, he 
entered the Chicago office of Walter Burley Griffin (the Griffins were 
close family friends), located in Steinway Hall. Griffin instructed him 
in the basics of drafting, but the young Van Bergen left in October 
1908 as there was insufficient work in the office to keep him busy. He 
then studied for three months at the Chicago Technical College (October 
21, 1908 to January 25, 1909) in preparation for the architectural 
licensing exams.15  
 
In January 1909, Van Bergen began working for Frank Lloyd Wright, in the architect’s Oak Park 
Studio. Other staff present at the time were William Drummond, as chief draftsman, Marion 
Mahony, Albert McArthur, Taylor Wooley, and Isabel Roberts.16 By the end of that year, Wright 
had left for Europe and only Van Bergen and Isabel Roberts remained to complete the work in 
the office and close the Studio. Van Bergen then worked for architect William Drummond until 
June 1911, when he passed the licensing examination. Thereafter, he worked independently for 
the remainder of his career, first in Oak Park (1911-17), then Highland Park, Illinois (1920-51), 
and later, Hawthorn Hills, Illinois (1951-55), and Santa Barbara, California (1955-69). 
 
John Van Bergen’s residential work for much of 
his career was primarily executed in the Prairie 
style. He designed over a dozen houses in Oak 
Park, including the George R. Hemingway House 
at 106 S. Grove (1914); three houses for Flori 
Blondeel at 426, 432, and 436 N. Elmwood 
(1913-14); Albert H. Manson House at 619 N. 
Elmwood (1912); Mrs. R.D. Manson House at 
615 N. Elmwood (1912); Harry G. Horder House 
at 823 Fair Oaks (1914); Mrs. Charles S. Yerkes 
House at 450 Iowa Street (1913); Robert N. 
Erskine House at 714 Columbian (1914); Philip 
Greiss House at 716 Columbian (1914); William 

 
15  H. Allen Brooks, The Prairie School: Frank Lloyd Wright and His Midwest Contemporaries (New York: 
W.W. Norton & Co., 1973) 85.  
16 Brooks, 85-86. 

A. Bersbach House (1914) at 1120 Michigan Avenue, 
Wilmette. 

John Van Bergen. 
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H. Watt House at 806 Columbian (1913); and the 
Henry R. Hamilton House at 714 Linden 
(1914).17  These houses are primarily sheathed in 
stucco and feature such Prairie style hallmarks as 
hip roofs with overhanging eaves, strips of 
casement windows, and wood banding.  
 
In his book, Frank Lloyd Wright, His Life and 
His Architecture, author Robert Twombly writes: 
“Van Bergen did excellent residences in and 
around Chicago, very much in Wright’s manner, 
to be sure, but some of the strongest and most 
striking of the prairie genre.”18  
 
Early residential work by Van Bergen outside Oak Park included the William M. Webster House 
(1913; razed) at 5730 Sheridan Road in Chicago, which featured an angular, flat-roofed design, 
in contrast to the hipped roof houses in Oak Park. The Allan Miller House (1915) at 7121 S. 
Paxton Avenue, also in Chicago, was designated a local landmark in 1993 and today stands as 
the city’s only extant Van Bergen-designed house. Notable Van Bergen projects in Wilmette 
include the C.P. Skillen House (1914) at 714 Ashland Avenue, which is similar in plan to 
Wright’s Ward Willits House in Highland Park, and the Alfred Bersbach House (1914) at 1120 
Michigan Avenue, a brick-and-plaster residence with slab roof. 
 
Wright scholar H. Allen Brooks discussed Van Bergen’s work of this early period:  
 

His earliest houses were profoundly indebted to Wright and, although such later works as 
the Alfred Bersbach and C.R. Erwin houses are more personal, Van Bergen came close, 
perhaps closer than anyone, to actually imitating Wright’s designs. ‘A Fireproof House 
for $5000’ and the later American System-Built House were the source of many Van 
Bergen designs…His excellent sense of proportions was much to his credit, yet because 
of this his houses look so well designed that they more readily pass for the work of 
Wright.19  

 
John Van Bergen spent World War I at Fort Sheridan, where he converted its existing buildings 
into hospitals. After his discharge, he relocated to the Ravinia section of Highland Park, building 
a Prairie style home and studio at 234 Cedar Street in 1920. His wife, Ruth, served as office 
manager for his practice. The couple raised two daughters in Highland Park, where they were 
active in the community. Van Bergen served on the Buildings and Grounds Committee for 
School District 108 and established an organization called “The Friends of Our Native 
Landscape” with his neighbor Jens Jensen, who also served as a mentor. The two men 
collaborated on several projects in which the buildings designed by Van Bergen were 

 
17  List of houses obtained from: Paul E. Sprague, Guide to Frank Lloyd Wright & Prairie School Architecture 
in Oak Park (Oak Park, Illinois: Oak Park Bicentennial Commission, 1975).  
18           Robert C. Twombly, Frank Lloyd Wright: His Life and His Architecture (New York: John Wiley & Sons, 
1979) 111. 
19          Brooks 279. 

 

Ca. 1925 house at 865 Auburn Road in Winnetka 
attributed to John Van Bergen.  
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harmonious with native landscaping designed by 
Jensen. Their joint projects included an addition 
at Ravinia School at 763 Dean Street in Highland 
Park.20 
 
John Van Bergen designed more than 30 
buildings in Highland Park, the vast majority of 
which were single family houses. The City of 
Highland Park developed a “John Van Bergen 
Architectural Tour,” the brochure for which 
provides a partial list of the architect’s buildings 
in this community and is attached to the end of 
this report.  
 
Van Bergen continued to design in the Prairie style through the 1920s and 1930s and his projects 
of this period demonstrate his mature style, which is distinguished by the use of stratified 
stonework as cladding, as seen in the Rummler House and in the Stoddard House at 290 Cedar 
Avenue (1930) in Highland Park. Houses of this period sometimes exhibit wraparound windows 
and attached garages, as well as Van Bergen’s excellent sense of proportion and attention to 
craftsmanship.  
 

Van Bergen designed the Braeside School 
(1927) at 150 Pierce Road in Highland Park 
in 1927 and an addition ten years later. 
Like the Rummler House, this Prairie style 
building features stratified stone up to the 
second story sills and a round-arch stone 
fireplace, located in its original music 
room. The year after the Braeside school 
was underway, planning began for the 
Chicago Junior School on a sixty-acre site 
near Elgin, in which Van Bergen designed 
several buildings starting in the late 1920s. 
A two-story building at 1894 Sheridan 

Road (1926) in Highland Park, designed for 
Humer Furriers, is a rare extant commercial 
design by Van Bergen.  

 
Other commissions show Van Bergen experimenting in different idioms. For example, two of his 
works in Highland Park—the John Shaver House at 326 Delta Road (1935) and the George Lake 
House (1936) at 344 Bloom Street—were influenced by 1920s European Modernism, featuring 
smooth wall planes and flat roofs. In 1939, the Chicago Tribune published a photo of a Van 
Bergen designed house at 534 High Road in Glen Ellyn, which merged modern and historic 

 
20        “John Van Bergen,” in: https://highlandparkhistory.com/highland-park-legends-program/john-van-bergen/ 

Stoddard House (1930) at 290 Cedar St., Highland 
Park.
  

Chicago Junior School Main Hall (1928) at 1600 Dundee 
Ave., Elgin. 
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elements. This modest, one-story gabled house 
with stone chimney and wood-shingled roof 
was built with concrete and finished with white 
cement stucco.21  
 
John and Ruth Van Bergen relocated to a rural 
area in Hawthorne Woods after World War II, 
and they moved to Lake Barrington shortly 
thereafter. He subsequently worked in part as a 
small developer, buying large tracts of land, 
subdividing and selling the lots, sometimes 
with a residence of his own design. In 1955, 
Van Bergen relocated with his wife to just 
outside of Santa Barbara, California, where he continued to practice architecture, augmented by 
subdividing tracts of land for residential development. 22  
 
An article in the 1976 issue of The Prairie School Review discussed Van Bergen’s later work: 
 

Van Bergen’s architecture radically changed after 1950 once he had relocated first to 
Hawthorn Woods, later to Barrington Hills, and finally in 1955 to Santa Barbara, 
California. No longer limited by the relatively small lots of the north suburbs, his house 
plans were free to spread out across flatlands as rambling, one story designs with flat 
roofs and concrete floors with radiant heating. In effect he forsook the stylistic devices of 
his prairie naturalism and substituted (at this late date) the details and forms of the 
International Style. While he continued to use stratified limestone he more often 
employed white stucco or common brick exclusively on his exteriors with punched 
openings and unadorned surfaces.23  

 
A 1964 wildfire destroyed John Van Bergen’s home and studio in Santa Barbara, which 
contained most of the drawings and documents of his nearly half-century work as a designer. He 
died in 1969 at the age of 84.  
 
Today, the Rummler House is a rare example of John Van Bergen’s work in Winnetka. The 
Winnetka Historical Society’s partial architectural survey of the village does not identify any 
other houses by the architect. However, a book by Martin Hackl titled, The Work of John S. Van 
Bergen, Architect (self-published, 2001), identifies one other Van Bergen residence in Winnetka:  
the house at 865 Auburn Road, which was built ca. 1925. Hackl’s book provides an informative 
building catalog, accommodated by photos, of Van Bergen’s work over the course of his career. 
It can be accessed online at: https://organica.org/pse/hackl/title2.html 
 
 
 

 
21          “Small Home of Concrete,” Chicago Tribune (October 29, 1939).   
22  “John Van Bergen,” in: https://highlandparkhistory.com/highland-park-legends-program/john-van-bergen/ 
23  John Muggenberg, “The Prairie Spirit into the Mid 20th Century,” The Prairie School Review (Vol. 12, 
1976) 24.  

Shaver House (1935) at 326 Delta Lane, Highland Park.  
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Landmark Status of the Property 

 
The Rummler House is not a locally designated landmark or in a locally designated historic 
district.  It is not listed individually on the National Register of Historic Places or in a National 
Register Historic District.  It is not listed in the Illinois Historic Structures Survey conducted in 
the early 1970s.  
 

Evaluation of Historic Significance 

 
The historic (pre-1971) owners of this house were researched through a variety of sources, 
including the Chicago History Museum’s online catalog; the newspapers.com database; U.S. 
Census records, and the book titled, Who’s Who in Chicago and Vicinity for varying years. It was 
determined that the house is historically significant at the local level for its association with 
Eugene A. Rummler—its first owner—who was a civic leader in Winnetka from the 1910s 
through the 1930s, serving as Village President and long-term member of the Plan Commission. 
In these roles, he oversaw the establishment of the caucus system and later assisted with the 
railroad depression project. No information was found relating the house to an historic event.  
 

Evaluation of Architectural Significance 

 
The Rummler House at 1015 Starr Road has local and statewide architectural significance as an 
exemplary design by architect John Van Bergen, an important early 20th century architect in 
Illinois who began his career as a draftsman for Frank Lloyd Wright and specialized in single 
family houses, most of which were designed in the Prairie style and built in Chicago’s west and 
north suburbs. The Rummler House also possesses local architectural significance as an excellent 
example of a Prairie style house by one of the movement’s key practitioners. It exhibits 
hallmarks of this style, including horizontal proportions, hip roof with overhanging eaves, strips 
of leaded glass casement windows, wood banding, and a massive central fireplace.  
 
The Rummer House exhibits an excellent sense of proportion and attention to craftsmanship that 
distinguishes it from other “vernacular” Prairie style houses in Winnetka, sometimes referred to 
as “Contractor” Prairie houses, which used Prairie design elements on a more modest scale. The 
residence is indicative of Van Bergen’s mature style, which often features the use of stratified 
stone as cladding, wraparound windows, and attached garages. This fine residence is one of only 
two houses designed by John Van Bergen in Winnetka, with other being the ca. 1925 house at 
865 Auburn Road.  The Rummler House features very good architectural integrity overall and 
the major alteration—the 1965 rear wing—is not visible from the public right-of-way.  
 

 Evaluation of Neighborhood Impact  
 
The Rummler House at 1015 Starr Road contributes to a fairly cohesive block of historic revival 
style houses. Seven of the ten houses on this block were built in the 1920s, while the other three 
were built post-2000. The historic residences were designed in the Tudor Revival or Colonial 
Revival styles and exhibit uniform scale, massing, and setbacks. They are two- to three-stories in 
height; are clad in traditional cladding materials, including brick, wood, and stucco; and feature 
individual driveways from Starr Road.  Roof types are front-gabled or side-gabled, and some 
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houses have dormers. Demolition of the Rummler House could have an adverse impact on the 
1000 block of Starr Road if what replaces it is not sensitive to issues of scale, size, and setbacks 
on the lot.  The adjacent 600 block of Locust Street has experienced considerable demolition, 
with six houses built post-2000 in various neo-traditional styles.  
 
 

Person Responsible for Performing the Study 

 
Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., has worked as an independent architectural historian since 1998, 
documenting hundreds of buildings through local and national landmark nominations, 
architectural survey work, and Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) projects. She has 
also developed over a dozen HAIS reports for houses in Winnetka. Clients include architectural 
firms, non-profit organizations, development firms, and municipalities, including the City of 
Chicago. She is the co-author of a book titled, Benjamin H. Marshall, Chicago Architect 
(Acanthus Press, 2016), and a contributor to the book titled, Art Deco Chicago (Yale University 
Press, 2011).  
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Attachment A 
Exterior Views, November 2020  

 
 

 
View looking northeast. 

 

 
View looking northwest.   
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Attachment A 
Exterior Views, November 2020  

 

 
View looking northeast. 

 

     
Front façade fenentration. 

 

 
Front entrance.   
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Attachment A 
Exterior Views, November 2020  
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Attachment A 
Exterior Views, November 2020  

  

         
           Window adjacent to garage door.  Casement “wraparound” windows above front entrance.  
 

 
Rear façade of garage showing original paired doors.  

 
 

 
West façade of garage. 
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Attachment A 
Exterior Views, November 2020  

 

       
Views of rear elevation.  

 

 
1965 rear addition sheathed in aluminum siding.  

 

 
Group of leaded glass casement windows on rear façade of original house. 
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Attachment A 
Exterior Views, November 2020  

 

 
Rear façade of original house block.  

 

 
Rear entrance to one-story wing.  

 

 
Stonework on east façade.  
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Attachment B 
 

Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 
 
 

 
 

Views of front foyer with original round-arch, art glass door and wood wall grilles.  
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Attachment B 
 

Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 
 

 

 
 

Details of front foyer.  
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Attachment B 

Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 
  

 
Den looking toward living room showing original leaded glass wood doors. 

 

 
Den in one-story east wing. 
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Attachment B 
Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 

 

 
View of den’s exterior door and strip of three original leaded glass casement windows 

 

 
Original pair of leaded glass doors in den. 
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Attachment B 
Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 

 

 
Detail of original wood banding. 

 

 
South wall of living room with strip of five original leaded glass casement windows. 
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Attachment B 
Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 

 

 
Round arch stone fireplace in living room. 

 
 

 
Original leaded glass casement windows illuminating the living room. 

LPC - 1015 Starr HAIS - Page 30



 
Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the Rummler House, 1015 Starr Road, Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 
Submitted December 11, 2020     28 

Attachment B 
Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 

 

 
Living room, looking toward den. 

 

 
Living room, view toward fireplace. 
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Attachment B 
Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 

 

 
Dining Room. 

 
 

                       
      Half bathroom on first floor.                            Kitchen.  
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Attachment B 
Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 

 

 
Kitchen island faced with stratified stone. 

 
 

 
View of family room in 1965 rear wing. 
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Attachment B 
Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 

 
 

 
 

View of front staircase illuminated by casement windows. 
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Attachment B 
Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 

 
 

                               
Second floor hall and bathroom. 

 
 
 

                            
 

Second floor bedroom and bathroom. 
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Attachment B 

Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 
 

                         
Second floor bedroom.    Balcony off the second fl. Office. 

 

 
Second floor office and door to its balcony. 

 
 

 
Master bedroom and bathroom in 1965 rear wing. 
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Attachment C 

 
Floor Plans 
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Attachment D 
 

Neighborhood Character Table 
 
 

Address Architectural Style Construction 

Date 

No. of 

stories 

cladding 

1014 Starr 
 

Tudor Revival 1924 2 Brick (1st fl.); stucco 
(2nd fl.) 

1015 Starr 
 

Prairie 1924 2 Stone veneer (1st fl.) 
Stucco (2nd fl.) 

1025 Starr 
 

Neo-French Eclectic 2004 3 Stone veneer 

1028 Starr 
 

Tudor Revival 1922 2 Brick (1st); stucco 
(2nd) 

1034 Starr 
 

Colonial Revival 1922 3 Wood 

1035 Starr 
 

Colonial Revival 1927 3 Brick 

1040 Starr 
 

Tudor Revival 1926 2 
 

Stone (1st fl.); stucco 
(2nd fl.) 

1045 Starr 
 

Neo-Italian Renaissance 2014 2 brick 

1050 Starr 
 

Colonial Revival 1923 2 brick 

1055 Starr 
 

Neo-Colonial/Craftsman 2001 2 Brick 

639 Locust 
 

Colonial Revival (Ranch 
home) 

1950 1.5 Brick 

649 Locust 
 

Colonial Revival 1925 2.5 Brick 

656 Locust 
 

Craftsman 1924 2.5 Brick  

659 Locust 
 

Neo-French Eclectic Post-2000 2 Brick 

675 Locust 
 

Neo-French Eclectic 2009 2.5 Stone veneer 

680 Locust  
 

Colonial Revival 1923 2 Wood 

685 Locust 
 

Neo-Craftsman/Eclectic 2018 2.5 Stucco? 

689 Locust 
 

Unknown; under 
construction 

2020 2.5 Unknown 
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Attachment E  
Representative houses near 1015 Starr Road 

                                 

          
                       1014 Starr Road; 1924                                   1025 Starr Road; 2004 
 

          
                      1028 Starr Road; 1922                                 1034 Starr Road; 2004 
 

          
                         1035 Starr Road; 1927                                 1040 Starr Road; 1926 
 

       
                       1045 Starr Road; 2014                               1050 Starr Road; 1923 
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Attachment E  
Representative houses near 1015 Starr Road 

 

            
                       1055 Starr Road; 2001                                   630 Locust Street; 1950 
 

            
                      656 Locust Street; 1924                               659 Locust Street; post-2000 
 

          
                   675 Locust Street; 2009                                   680 Locust Street; 1923 
 

          
                     685 Locust Street; 2018                                 689 Locust Street; 2020 
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Attachment F 
 

Representative Prairie style houses in Winnetka 
 

     
        19 Warwick Lane (1907); George W. Maher        38 Abbotsford Road (1908); Walter Burley Griffin 
             
 

     
 38 Abbotsford Road (1908); Walter Burley Griffin                              402 Hawthorne Lane 
 

    
                     599 Orchard Lane (1929)           331 Walnut (1912) 
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SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1938, showing footprints of houses on the 1000 block of Starr 
Road and construction dates.  
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Original building permit for the house at 1015 Starr Road. 
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Pencil drawing showing footprint of the Rummler House at 1015 Starr Road dated March 25, 
1924 that identifies John S. Van Bergen as architect.  
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Plat of Survey undertaken on behalf of Eugene Rummler for his property at 1015 Starr Road, 
dated September 3, 1924. The 1965 rear wing was later drawn in pen. 
 

LPC - 1015 Starr HAIS - Page 45



 
Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the Rummler House, 1015 Starr Road, Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 
Submitted December 11, 2020     43 
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City of Highland Park brochure, “John Van Bergen Architecture Tour.”   
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City of Highland Park brochure, “John Van Bergen Architecture Tour.”   
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City of Highland Park brochure, “John Van Bergen Architecture Tour.”   
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Source:  Chicago Tribune, October 29, 1939. 
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  December 22, 2020 
 

P.O. Box 365 - Winnetka, Illinois 60093 t 847-446-0001  www.winnetkahistory.org   whsinfo@winnetkahistory.org 
  

 
 
Christopher Marx, AICP 
Associate Planner 
Village of Winnetka – Department of Community Development 
510 Green Bay Road 
Winnetka, Illinois 60093 
 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

The Winnetka Historical Society has reviewed Guarino Historic Resources Documentation’s thorough 
research of the property at 1015 Starr. We agree with the assessment that the property has 
architectural significance as a design by John Van Bergen and as an excellent example of the Prairie 
style. In addition, we agree that the property has local historical significance for its association with 
Eugene Rummler, a former Village President.  
 

Sincerely, 

 

      
 

Mary Trieschmann       Meagan McChesney, PhD. 

Executive Director       Curator 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 

 Page 1 

MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: OCTOBER 12, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-21: 1015 STARR ROAD 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On November 2, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish 
the residence and attached garage 1015 Starr Road. Please return any available information regarding 
the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the day on 
Tuesday, October 27, 2020. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email to 
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      
    
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

4-10-1924 Frame residence garage, attached E. Rumander (spelling?) E. Rumander 

6-23-1965 Remodel and make an addition to 
Single Family Residence 

Mr. and Mrs. Manuel C. 
Johnson 

Burgess-Stevens & 
Associates 

8-14-1995 Build a shed Lenore Shapiro  

 
 

 

 

ATTACHMENT D

LPC - 1015 Starr HAIS - Page 55



LPC - 1015 Starr HAIS - Page 56



1015 Starr – Current Photos 
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12/28/2020 Property Information Report

gis.hpa.state.il.us/hargis/Reports/PropertyInformationReport.aspx?refnum=161044 1/1

       1 / 1+      100%

Property Information Report 

Name / Location 
Significant Name : 

Location : 1015 Starr Rd.

Other Name : 

City : Winnetka

CookCounty : 

PIN : 

 161044HARGIS Ref : FalseVicinity 

Address : 

National Register Evaluation 
None

National Register Information 
None 

Property Information Source 
Survey Date ( s ) 
1971-1975
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PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
 

     

Address: 1015 Starr Road 

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1924   
Construction type: Indiana limestone   
Style: Prairie School  
 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Eugene A. 
and Clara 
Rummler 

1925 – 1954  1926 phone book; 
real estate slip; 
Chicago Tribune 
obituary 

President of the Village of Winnetka from 
1915 to 1917; Village of Winnetka 
Trustee; Chairman of the Winnetka 
Zoning Committee; Chairman of the 
Winnetka Plan Commission in 1943; 
former President of the Board of the 
Winnetka Historical Society; Attorney at 
Rummler, Rummler, and Snow; Chairman 
of the Chicago Association of Commerce 
committee; organizer of the Chicago 
Regional Planning Association  

Michael H. 
and Mary 
Pauly 

1955 – 1965 1956 phone book; 
1965 phone book; 
Chicago Tribune 
obituary 

Dr. Michael Pauly was a longtime dentist 
in Hubbard Woods and served in the Army 
Medical Corps during WWII. Mary Pauly 
was co-chair of the Heart Fund of 
Chicago, the Catholic Woman's Guild and 
the Winnetka Circle, Winnetka Woman's 
Club and garden clubs. 

Manuel C. 
and Gloria 
Johnson 

1965 – 1970  
 

Real estate slips  

James and 
Sandra 
Sneider 

1970 – 1972 Real estate slips; 
Chicago Tribune 
obituary   

 

Alvin R. 
Shapiro 

1972 – 2004 1975 phone book; 
2001 phone book; 
Zillow listing 

 

Benjamin 
Chou 

2004 – 
Present  

Cook County 
Assessor tax appeal 
records 

 

ATTACHMENT E
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ON PROPERTY: N/A 

   

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND DESCRIPTION 

OF PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

John Van Bergen  1925; build residence Architectural survey; 1976 
Prairie School Review; 
Highland Park Historical 
Society biography 

Burgess-Stevens & Associates 
(possibly attorney name, not 
the architect) 

Remodel and make an 
addition to single family 
residence  

 

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED:  

Chicago Tribune, Winnetka Talk, property files, ancestry.com, Zillow, Google search, Cook 
County Assessor, phone books 
 

FINDINGS: 

Our research indicates that this property does have architectural significance, as well as historical 
significance on the local level. The original architect of the property was John Van Bergen, a 
prominent architect well-known for his Prairie School designs. Van Bergen was a former 
assistant for Frank Lloyd Wright, who heavily influenced many of Van Bergen’s designs 
(including the property at 1015 Starr). Van Bergen became the last employee Wright ever hired 
to work with him at his Oak Park studio. The property at 1015 Starr is quintessential example of 
Van Bergen’s Prairie School style design, particularly in terms of proportions and in his use of 
stonework on the exterior.  
 
In addition, this property has been home to several prominent and longtime Winnetka residents. 
Most notably, this property was built for Eugene and Clara Rummler. In addition to working as a 
patent attorney at Rummler, Rummler, and Snow in Chicago, Eugene Rummler was an active 
member of the Winnetka community whose work significantly influenced the Village’s 
development throughout the 20th century. Specifically, Rummler was one of the early Presidents 
of the Village, serving in the position from 1915 to 1917. In addition, Rummler was a Village of 
Winnetka Trustee, Chairman of the Winnetka Zoning Committee, Chairman of the Winnetka 
Plan Commission in 1943, and President of the Board of the Winnetka Historical Society.  
 

Date of Research: 10/13/2020 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 
Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 
 
Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 
Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  
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Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

E. A. RUMMLER, LAWYER, CIVIC LEADER, IS DEAD
Chicago Daily Tribune (1923-1963); Mar 2, 1955; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. B5

LPC - 1015 Starr HAIS - Page 74



 

John Van Bergen 
John S. Van Bergen (1885-1969) 

 
Biography 
John Shellette Van Bergen was born in Oak Park, Illinois.  As a young man he worked for an uncle who was a 
speculative residential contractor.  He became interested in architecture, and, through family connections 
was hired as an apprentice by Walter Burley Griffin.  Griffin had worked for Frank Lloyd Wright’s before 
starting his own practice in 1905.  Van Bergen studied for the architecture license examination at the Chicago 
Technical College, and, in 1909, was the last employee hired by Frank Lloyd Wright at his Oak Park Studio. 
Van Bergen was licensed in 1911 and opened his first office in Oak Park. His early projects, mostly in Oak 
Park, were predominantly residential and largely in the style of the Prairie School, which he learned in 
Griffin’s and Wright’s studios. 

For these private homes, his designs expressed the casual side of prairie architecture through his selection of 
material, roof lines, or detailing. 

He did his World War I at Fort Sheridan where he worked on the conversion of existing buildings into 
hospitals.  After his discharge in 1919, he married, settled in Ravinia and resumed his practice.  He lived in 
Highland Park for 26 years and did some of his best work here. His wife, Ruth was the office and business 
manager for the practice. 

Besides raising their two daughters in Highland Park, the Van Bergens were active in the community.  He was 
on the Buildings and Grounds Committee for School District 108, he founded the organization, “The Friends of 
Our Native Landscape” with his neighbor and friend, Jens Jensen and his wife was active in the garden club. 

At the end of the Second World War they sold their home in Highland Park and moved to a rural area in 
Hawthorne Woods; later they moved to Lake Barrington.  His private architectural practice was slowing 
considerably, largely due to the boom of mass produced tract housing that was fueled by the needs of 
returning veteran.  Although this was not Van Bergen’s primary interest, he became in essence, a small 
developer, buying large tracts of land, subdividing and selling the lots, sometimes with a home of his own 
design. 

In 1955 the Van Bergens moved just outside of Santa Barbara, California.  His younger brother and sister, 
whom he had persuaded to move to Highland Park in the Twenties, had already moved to California.  This 
time it was older brother’s John turn to move to be near them. Van Bergen’s architecture practice continued, 
on a diminished scale in California.  Again, he augmented it by subdividing tracts of land for residential 
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development.    Tragedy occurred I n 1964.  His home and studio were destroyed in a wildfire and he lost 
virtually all his drawings and other records of his 44 years as a designer.  They rebuilt their home, but after a 
series of strokes, John Van Bergen died in 1969 at the age of 84. 

Signifcance 
Until recently, Van Bergen has primarily been known as an assistant to Frank Lloyd Wright, and the one who 
was left to wrap up the practice and complete the projects under construction in 1909 when Wright eloped 
with Mamah Cheney.  In recent years there has been a re-evaluation of the Prairie School and Van Bergen’s 
stature as a major architect has emerged. 

Marion Mahoney Griffin, who also worked for Wright at that time, wrote in her autobiography: 

“The enthusiastic and able young men as proved in their later work were doubtless as influential in the office 
later as were these early ones but Wright’s early concentration on publicity and his claims that everybody 
was his disciple had a deadening influence on the Chicago group.” 

The Prairie School is usually thought to have ended before World War 1.  Not true.  Van Bergen continued to 
design in the Prairie Style throughout the 1920’s and well into the Thirties and he did some of his best work 
in this period.  By this time the automobile is a part of suburban life and Van Bergen’s designs started to 
include attached garages.  This is an example of how he strove to keep up with technology and meet his 
clients’ needs 

His house and studio, which he built at 234 Cedar Street in 1920, is a fine example of his approach to the 
prairie style.  Van Bergen and the landscape architect Jens Jensen were neighbors.  The older Jensen became a 
mentor to Van Bergen and collaborated on several projects.  Van Bergen was inspired by Jensen’s love of the 
area’s indigenous prairie setting and he created buildings that were harmonious with their natural 
surroundings. 

Van Bergen designed Braeside School (one of the few Prairie designed schools ever built) in 1927 and an 
addition ten years later.  He regarded it as his masterwork. 

Unlike many important architects, Van Bergen is not known for designing mansions or tall buildings.  Instead 
his best works are schools and a series of modestly sized, single family homes.  His work shows that brilliant, 
innovative design can accompany affordability and livability.  His excellent sense of proportion and use of 
stratified stonework resulted in structures, which are so visually striking that they are often mistaken for the 
work of better known Prairie architects.  The importance of Van Bergen’s work is just beginning to be 
appreciated and Highland Park is fortunate to have so many good examples of his mature style. 

Bibliography and Internet Resources 
• Hackl, Martin. The Work of John Van Bergen Architect. Self Published May 2007. 
• Clancy, Jonathan. Transcendentalism and the Crisis of Self in American Art and Culture, 1830—1930. Pp. 

257-8. 
• Hackl, Martin. http://www.re-building.com/johnvanbergen/title.html. 
• National Register of Historic Places. http://www.nationalregisterofhistoricplaces.com/il/lake/state.html. 
• Ryerson & Burnham Archives: Collection Descriptions, John S. Van Bergen Collection description, 

Libraries and Archives, The Art Institute of Chicago. 
• Twombly, Robert. Frank Lloyd Wright:His Life and His Architecture, (Google Books), Wiley-IEEE, 1987, pg. 

111, (ISBN 0471857971). 
• Clark, Clifford Edward. The American Family Home, 1800-1960, (Google Books), University of North 

Carolina Press, 1986, pg. 146, (ISBN 080784151X). 
• Muggenberg, John. “The Prairie Spirit into the Mid 20th Century” The Prairie School Review, Volume XII, 

Number 1-4. 1976 ,pp 5-24. 
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OBITUARIES
Winnetka Talk (IL) - June 17, 2004
Section: Obituaries
Page: 177
Correction:  Correction/Clarification: An obituary in the June 17 print edition mistakenly stated Lisa Marie Franke, a 32-year-old Northfield 
resident, had died. The submitted notice was incorrect and Franke is alive. Pioneer Press regrets the error. June 22, 2004
Readability: 9-12 grade level (Lexile: 1120)

John Heller Beckman 

John Heller Beckman, 81, a resident of Darien, formerly of Downers Grove and Western Springs, died June 9 after a long struggle with 
Alzheimer's disease.

Mr. Beckman was born in Cumberland, Md. on Jan. 22, 1923, the second of five children, to John M. and Esther Heller Beckman. He was 
valedictorian of his high school class in Cumberland. Following high school, Mr. Beckman served in the Army in Europe during World War 
II. While in the Army, he was granted his first patent for a military equipment design. After the war, he attended Iowa State University on 
the GI Bill and earned a degree in mechanical engineering in 1948.

Mr. Beckman's entire 38-year corporate career was spent with Union Carbide Corp. beginning at Linda Division in New York and 
Indianapolis. He retired from Films Packaging Division in Chicago in 1985, where he had risen to vice president of research and 
development. A prolific researcher and inventor, he was granted more than 30 patents, both within Union Carbide and privately. Some of 
the collaborative research on cryogenics he conducted over 30 years ago at Linde is still cited as the "...single most important cryogenic 
development in the last 50 years," according to Glen McIntosh of "Cold Facts." Other patent areas included water desalination, 
refrigeration and meat processing. Upon retiring, he formed BDC Inc. to continue his research and was granted three more patents.

Survivors include his wife, Julia Kennedy Beckman; his former wife, Lily Knott Beckman; five daughters, Margaret (Frank) Alvarez, 
Kathryn (Michael Notaro) Goldberg, Jeanne (William Barasa) Beckman, Carolyn (Dale Mason) Binkley and Julia R. Beckman; two sons, 
John L. (Sherry) Beckman and James Beckman; two stepsons, Benjamin (Christiane Saade) Blume, Alec (Gina Taylor) Blume; one 
stepdaughter, Eileen (James) Gavin; nine grandchildren; seven step-grandchildren; two sisters, Mary Jane (the late Leo) Rice and 
Beverly (Calvin) Lauder; and two brothers, Daniel (Eva) Beckman and Michael (Alma Jean) Beckman.

A celebration of Mr. Beckman's life will be held at 2 p.m. on Monday, June 21 at the Unitarian Church of Hinsdale, 17 W. Maple in 
Hinsdale.

Memorials to Rush University Medical Center, Alzheimer's Disease Research, Office of Philanthropy and Communications, 1700 W. Van 
Buren, Suite 250, Chicago IL 60612; or to the Unitarian Church of Hinsdale, Equal Access Fund, 17 W. Maple, Hinsdale IL 60521.

Robert H. Blanchard

Robert H. Blanchard, 70, a longtime resident of Northbrook, died Friday, June 11, in Evanston Hospital.

Mr. Blanchard was born July 13, 1933 in Maryville, Mo. He held a bachelor's degree from Kansas University and a master's degree in 
business administration from Harvard University. He was a longtime banker, mostly with 1st National Bank of Chicago. He was on the 
board of the North Shore Senior Center, a member of the Glen View Club and a longtime member of The Village Presbyterian Church in 
Northbrook.

Survivors include his wife, Mary (nee Eversull); two sons, Robert (Le Anh) of Northbrook and John (Liz) of Northfield; a daughter, Liz 
(Tony) Forchetti of Northbrook; and eight grandchildren, Claire, Henry, J.B., Tommy, Matt, Annie, A.J. and Matt.

Memorial services were held Tuesday, June 15, at The Village Presbyterian Church in Northbrook. Interment was private.

Memorials to The Village Presbyterian Church, 1300 Shermer Road, Northbrook IL 60062-4577 or The Salvation Army, 5040 N. Pulaski 
Road, Chicago IL 60630.

J. Milton Edelstein

J. Milton Edelstein, 90, a former resident of Glencoe, Wilmette and Northbrook, died May 20 in his home in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. after 
several years of declining health.

Mr. Edelstein was born in Utica, N.Y. on May 30, 1913. He entered Syracuse University on an athletic scholarship, suffered a football 
injury and earned a bachelors of administration degree from New York State College of Teachers in Albany, N.Y. While in college he 
booked bands, including performances, for Paul Whiteman's orchestra. For a short time during the Depression, Mr. Edelstein helped his 
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She is predeceased by her husband, Hamilton Moses, Jr.

Interment was at Christ Church in Winnetka.

Mary Naghten Pauly

Mary Naghten Pauly, a resident of Winnetka, died June 11 in her home.

Mrs. Pauly was born in Chicago and was a homemaker. She was an active member of Sacred Heart and Sts. Faith, Hope and Charity 
churches. She was co-chair of the Heart Fund of Chicago, the Catholic Woman's Guild and the Winnetka Circle, Winnetka Woman's Club 
and garden clubs. Throughout her life she loved to garden, bowl and play bridge.

Survivors include her husband of 69 years, Michael Henry Pauly of Winnetka; her daughter, Pamela Pauly; her son, James N. (Sandra) 
Pauly; and her grandchildren, David Pauly of Albuquerque, N.M., James Pauly of Chicago and Christopher (Marija) Pauly of Chicago.

She is predeceased by two sisters, Nancy (Robert N.) Graham and Virginia N. (Bernard) Donnelly; and one brother, John A. Naghten.

Services were held on Wednesday, June 16 at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Winnetka.

Interment was private at Calvary Cemetery.

Memorials to ADOPT, 420 Industrial Drive, Naperville IL 60563.

Record: 320282-1
Copyright: Copyright 2004, Winnetka Talk, Pioneer Press. All rights reserved. REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED.
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Death Notice: DR. MICHAEL HENRY PAULY JR.  
Publication info: Chicago Tribune ; Chicago, Ill. [Chicago, Ill]06 Nov 2007: 7.
 

ProQuest document link
 

  
ABSTRACT (ABSTRACT)  
Dr. [Michael Henry Pauly Jr.] served in the Army Medical Corps during WWII. Throughout his life, Michael enjoyed

playing golf, and was a competitive tennis player winning many Chicago tournaments in his early years. 

   
 
FULL TEXT 
Dr. Michael Henry Pauly Jr., a life long Winnetka resident, died in his home on Saturday the 3rd of November, 2007. 

  

Dr. Pauly was born in Chicago June 11, 1906. 

  

He was preceded in death by his wife of 69 years, Mary Naghten Pauly. 

  

He is survived by his two children, daughter, Pamela and son, James (Sandra); three grandchildren, David of

Albuquerque, NM, James of Chicago and Christopher (Marija) of Chicago; and two great-grandchildren, Luke and

Mark. 

  

Michael was a beloved dentist for over 50 years in Hubbard Woods, and volunteered over the years at many

facilities including Saint Mary's of the Lake Catholic Seminary and Children's Memorial Hospital. 

  

Michael was a member of numerous organizations including the American Dental Association, the Illinois Dental

Society and the Chicago Dental Society. 

  

He attended Loyola Academy Class of 1924, and then went to University of Illinois Dental School. 

  

Dr. Pauly served in the Army Medical Corps during WWII. Throughout his life, Michael enjoyed playing golf, and was

a competitive tennis player winning many Chicago tournaments in his early years. 

  

Funeral Mass will be held Friday, Nov. 9, 10 a.m. at Sacred Heart Church, 1077 Tower Road, Winnetka, IL. In lieu of

flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Loyola Academy Scholarship Fund, 1100 Laramie Ave., Wilmette,

IL 60091. 

  

Arrangements byWm. H. Scott Funeral Home, 847-251-8200. 

  

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries 

  

*** 

  

This is a paid death notice. 
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Spencer Ewing residence, Bloomington, Illinois.

In Bloomington, Illinois Jen Jensen introduced
Van Bergen to the Spencer Ewings who had com-
missioned Jensen to landscape their new and as yet
undesigned house. They subsequently retained Van
Bergen to design a complementary residence, and
while the first design was rejected as too elaborate,
the second design was built in 1920.41 The lower
floor of this home, similar in plan to the large Van
Bergen houses of the first decade, is clad up to the
second floor sill line in rough-cut limestone. Rather
than stucco above the stonework, Van Bergen used
glazed mosaic ceramic tiles of random size and
pattern. The cornice and concealed gutters are
decorated with a continuous carved pattern, a sort •
of prairie egg and dart device. The natural tones
blend quietly into Jensen's meadow and vista to the
prairie pool at the rear of the deep site.

Van Bergen began three school complexes to-
wards the end of his second decade of practice. Two
of them are alike and both bear a loose resemblance
to the 1915 Rogers farm residence project. In 1927
Van Bergen began construction of the Braeside
School just a few blocks from his Ravinia home on
the edge of a steep and twisting ravine. The front
elevation of the building is low, two story, and
symmetrical. In the rear, however, the grade drops
away and the facade becomes asymmetric and four
stories in height. The workshops, auditorium, and
gymnasium located on the rear elevation open
directly onto the ravine through unusually tall and
wide windows. The front of the school has the by
now typical buff stucco above the limestone base

20

41 Interview by the author with the current owners of the
Ewing residence. MVB interview.

Detail of entry, Spencer Ewing residence. The batter of
the walls, the mosaic tile band at the second floor, and the
continuous decorative pattern on the cornice-gutter are visible.

while the rear is composed entirely of limestone. It
is dominated by a chimney mass which rises from
the ravine floor to above the top ridge line without
interruption. Complementary additions were made
to the building by Van Bergen in 19'30 and again in
1934.

The year after the Braeside school' was under
way, planning for the Chicago Junior School was
begun for a sixty acre site near Elgin, Illinois.
Loosely affiliated with the Christian Science Church
as a boarding school for underprivileged city chil-
dren, it involved Van Bergen until 1950 and even-
tually provided facilities for one hundred students.
All of the buildings were designed by Van Bergen
with the help of Lawrence Buck and remain faithful
to the prairie naturalism. To a certain extent differ-
ent parts of this complex remind one alternately of
Wright's designs at Spring Green and the Griffin
work at Rock Csest] Rock Glen. A superintendent's
residence office and a classroom building were the
first completed in 1929 and the fieldhouse was
occupied in 1937. Over the following years a dining
hall and kitchen, classroom and administration
building, and four dormitory buildings were added.
On this project Van Bergen states that he paid
particular attention to the site plan and landscaping
of the gently rolling and wooded grounds, but J ens
Jensen has also been credited with the grounds of
the Chicago Junior School.O

I

A few of the many residential designs of these

42 MVB and Masterson interviews and Chicago Junior
School Publications, Jensen may also have been involved with
the Barbara and C. R. Erwin residences in Kenilworth and the'
Richard- Cluever residence of 1915 in Maywood, Illinois.

----------~~----~-----------
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The Braeside School, Highland Park, Illinois. The sym-
metrical front elevation gives no indication that the rear
facade drops into the ravine behind and becomesfour-
storiesin Might.

years should be noted in passing. Not many are as
lavish in materials or finishing as the 1926 C. R.
Erwin residence. The feeling is totally different in
the home Erwin built for his daughter adjoining his
own home in 1927. Van Bergen used white horizon-
tal board and battens on a design which otherwise

Tbe C. R. Erwin residence, Kenilworth, Illinois. This
home is quite formal on the interior and Van Bergen
considered it one of his most lavish designs. Jens Jensen
may have had some hand in the landscaping of this home
as well as that of Erwin's daughter's home next door.

21
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The Harold Klock residence, Hinsdale, Illinois. Here
Van Bergen has used stratified limestone exclusiuelyand
while it is somewhat more naturalistic theIII the Prairie
School, it is excellentlv de/flilet/.

would have complemented the father's house. More
typical are the designs of the 1925 Wilson Kline
residence, Van Bergen's own home and studio of
1927, the 1925 E. A. Rummier residence, and the
1940 Harold Klock residence.O The last is perhaps
the most satisfying of the homes of the middle
period.

A tour through Van Bergen homes indicates his
careful attention to all the small details which make

43 Van Bergen has suggested a date of c.1950 for this
building.

.. ,-s,

a building exceptional. He was mindful of upkeep
and often used only exterior wood stains that
required little care and no painting. He. invented
helpful gimmicks such as through the.wall 'window
box waterers', special builtin furniture such as a
dresser opening into both the bedroom and the
adjacent bathroorn.s+ and an interior casement

44 Masterson and MVB interviews. The window box water-
er may be found at the Ewing residence and the dresser at Van,
Bergen's Barrington Hills residence.

The front facade of the Wilson Kline house, built in
1925. is symetrical and formal. It has a basic similarity

• to Wright's Winslow house oj 1893.

22
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E. A. Rummier residence, Winnetka, Illinois. A typical
residentiai design from Van Bergen's middle years.

screen lock for which he lost the patent to a large
window manufacturer.O Van Bergen often designed
furniture for his residences and especially did so for
his own stuido-residences throughout the years.46

As Van Bergen's practice was always small, he
never had a large staff helping him. During busy
times he would have at the most two part time
draftsrnen.v? He often found the same resistance to
his designs as did Wright, for the Highland Park
banks in several instances would not advance the
full loan amount on his designs. To help offset this
situation, Van Bergen occasionally and unethically
served as his own general contractor, charging a flat
ten-percent fee for the entire design-build pack-
age.48

Van Bergen lost several good commissions dur-
ing his. career. Among these were the Com-
45 Van Bergen's invention of this lock enabled one to open,
close, lockv or unlock an exterior casement window from the
.interior without removing the window screen.

46 Masterson interview.

47 Charles Ellwood worked for Van Bergen until the Oak
Park office was closed in 1918. He rendered many of the early
designed.illustrated in The Westem Architect. Ellwood even-
tually moved to Minneapolis, Minnesota where he built a
residence that Van Bergen designed during his first decade.

\
Law!('i~ce Buck, a friend and architect from Ravinia worked
furV~ during 1925 to 19ra~Charlesriraste'rWn:'

\..wnaremalned in contact with the Van Bergens, worked off
~nd on with Van Bergen from 1922 to 1955. In addition E. E.
Roberts helped OUt in the office during the Oak Park years
and John's brother Frank was often recruited to help in the
drafting room.

48 Masterson interview.

Handsome and durable library type binders
for your copies of The Prairie School Review.
Binders are covered in brown leatherette with
gold stampings on the cover and backbone.
Single copies can be easily removed if desired.

Binders
Hold 12 issues in each.
Copies open flat.

Price: $8.00 each (U.S. Funds)
Address your order, enclosing check
or money order to:

The PRAIRIE AVENUE BOOKSHOP

711 South Dearborn Street
Chicago. Illinois 60605

Illinois residents please include 5'70 sales
tax. (40q: for each binder)

---------~---------------------IIIIIIIIIIIII~-----

23

LPC - 1015 Starr HAIS - Page 86



24

Van Bergen 5 own house in California where he
lived until his death in 1969. Photo bv Van Bergen.

monwealth Edison substations, the Crow Island
School in Highland Park, and St. Michael's Episco-
pal Church in Barrington.v?

Van Bergen's architecture radically changed after
1950 once he had relocated first to Hawthorn
Woods, later to Barrington Hills, and finally in 1955
to Santa Barbara, California. No longer limited by
the relatively small lots of the north suburbs, his
house plans were free to spread out across the
flatlands as rambling, one story designs with flat
roofs and concrete floors with radiant heating.~O In
effect he forsook the stylistic devices of his prairie
naturalism and substituted (at this late date) the
details and forms of the International Style. While

49 Interviews by the author with Mrs. Van Bergen, Charles
Masterson, and Mr. Edward Dart.

50 Van Bergen also used ponded roofs to eliminate down-
spout problems and to achieve the crisp uncluttered look
required by his chaste new style.

he continued to use stratified limestone he more
often employed white stucco or common brick
exclusively on his exteriors with punched openings
and unadorned surfaces.

With his health weakened during the last two
'decades of his career, Van Bergen's output slowed.
From 1950 to 1969 he produced only fifteen
designs, done after he had relocated to California.

Hopefully this study will bring the work of John
Van Bergen into better focus. Since he was almost
alone in working in the prairie style in the Chicago
area from 1910 to 1950, his work has been isolated
and consequently overlooked. While the early years
have received some attention, it is the unrecognized
prolific middle years that are of great credit to this
loner.

William Mohan residence, Barrington Hills, Illinois. This
design is typical of the late work of John Van Bergen. The
bouse in a series of interconnected c~bes strings out along
the crest of the hill and overlooks the flatlands to the west.
The opposite elevation turns in upon itself and forms an
entry courtyard.
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SNEIDER, JAMES ROMAN  
Publication info: Chicago Tribune ; Chicago, Ill. [Chicago, Ill]18 Aug 2005: 11.
 

ProQuest document link
 

  
ABSTRACT (ABSTRACT)  
James Roman Sneider, born in Fremont, Ohio on June 2, 1936 to Walter and Bertha Sneider; dear brother to

Patricia (Robert) Schumm, Dr. Thomas (Judy) Sneider, the late Richard (Delores) Sneider and Frederick Sneider. In

1954 Jim left Ohio to attend Loyola University in Chicago. His uncle, the late Rev. Roman Weltin, S.J. who was on

the faculty of St. Ignatius High School, found housing for Jim at St. Ignatius Parish in Rogers Park in a room above

the gymnasium. In return for room and board, Jim served the clergy their meals. Jim was a member of Pi Alpha

Lambda Fraternity. Many of those friendships still remained until the last day of his life. While attending Loyola,

Jim met and later married his wife, Sandra. They married in 1962, 43 years ago while he was attending night school

at Loyola Law School. His greatest legacy is his children: Mark (Kristin) Sneider, Susan (John) Joyce and Diana

(David) O'Brien. 

   
 
FULL TEXT 
James Roman Sneider, born in Fremont, Ohio on June 2, 1936 to Walter and Bertha Sneider; dear brother to

Patricia (Robert) Schumm, Dr. Thomas (Judy) Sneider, the late Richard (Delores) Sneider and Frederick Sneider. In

1954 Jim left Ohio to attend Loyola University in Chicago. His uncle, the late Rev. Roman Weltin, S.J. who was on

the faculty of St. Ignatius High School, found housing for Jim at St. Ignatius Parish in Rogers Park in a room above

the gymnasium. In return for room and board, Jim served the clergy their meals. Jim was a member of Pi Alpha

Lambda Fraternity. Many of those friendships still remained until the last day of his life. While attending Loyola,

Jim met and later married his wife, Sandra. They married in 1962, 43 years ago while he was attending night school

at Loyola Law School. His greatest legacy is his children: Mark (Kristin) Sneider, Susan (John) Joyce and Diana

(David) O'Brien. He will be truly missed by his eight grandchildren, Alex, Davis and Megan Sneider, Jack, Joe and

Jamie Joyce, and Julia and Patrick O'Brien. His practice of law for 37 years introduced him to many wonderful

people who he remained friends with throughout his life. His focus was mainly on Real Estate and Franchise Law.

He represented Century 21 Northern Illinois, the Village of Niles, Hispanic Housing Development Corporation,

Barnaby's Restaurants, the Comptroller of Illinois, the Cook County Public Guardian, the Cook County Department

of Registration and Education, and was Special Assistant to the Attorney General of Illinois. Jim also represented

many successful small businessmen. Jim was a Director at Labe Savings and Loan, serving as a board member

and loan officer for close to 30 years. Jim's love of life, love of the Democratic Party, love of the Cubs, and love of

his family and friends will always be remembered. It is a tremendous loss to lose someone so young and so

special to so many people. He was a great Dad, a great Husband, a great Grandpa "Pappa", and a great friend. We'll

miss his enthusiasm for life. He fought a brave and courageous fight against his lung cancer. He never complained

or felt sorry for himself. Whenever someone would be sympathetic towards him, he would say, "You play the cards

that are dealt to you". His strong religious upbringing gave him this strength. We wanted him here longer and he,

too, wanted to be here, at least a little while longer, but only with quality to his being. We will miss you, Jim. Jim

passed away at home, Monday, Aug. 15, 2005. Visitation Thursday 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Donnellan Family Funeral

Home, 10045 Skokie Blvd. at Old Orchard Road, Skokie. Funeral Mass on Friday at 9:30 a.m. at SS. Faith, Hope

&Charity, 191 Linden Street, Winnetka. Interment Memorial Park Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be

made in care of Dr. Philip Bonomi for his lung cancer research, 1700 W. Van Buren, Suite 250, Chicago, IL 60612.

PDF GENERATED BY PROQUEST.COM Page 1 of 3

LPC - 1015 Starr HAIS - Page 88

https://search.proquest.com/docview/420188464?accountid=4495
https://search.proquest.com/docview/420188464?accountid=4495


Zillow.com, accessed 10/13/2020 

4 bd4 ba4,000 sqft 

1015 Starr Rd, Winnetka, IL 60093 

• Home value 

Zestimate 

$1,489,487 

ZESTIMATE RANGE 

$1.28M - $1.65M 

LAST 30 DAY CHANGE 

+$34,513 (+2.4 %) 

This 4000 square foot single family home has 4 bedrooms and 4.0 bathrooms. This 

home is located at 1015 Starr Rd, Winnetka, IL 60093. 

Price and tax history 

Price history 

DATE EVENT PRICE 
 

3/18/2004 Sold $1,550,000 Date: 3/18/2004, Event: Sold, 
Price: $1,550,000 (0%) 

Source: Public Record 

$/sqft: $388/sqft     
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Proposed demolition and construction schedule 

for 1015 Starr Winnetka, IL 

Date:  November 1, 2020 

1. Approval of architectural drawings:         01/01/21 

2. Demolition:    01/15/21 

3. Excavation: 01/30/21 

4. Foundation: 01/10/21 

5. Rough Carpentry:   02/05/21 

6. Roof: 03/25/21 

7. Masonry: 04/15/21 

8. Rough-in electrical, heating, plumbing:  06/10/21 

9. Insulation: 07/20/21 

10. Drywall: 08/01/21 

11. Finish carpentry, flooring:         08/30/21 

12. Panting, tile: 09/15/21 

13. Trim plumbing, heating, electrical: 10/10/21 

14. Landscaping, driveway:       11/30/21   
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 Page 1 

MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: JANUARY 26, 2021 

SUBJECT:  203 SHERIDAN ROAD – HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL 
IMPACT STUDY (CASE NO. 20-26-LPC)  

 
INTRODUCTION  

Meeting Date February 1, 2021 

Requested Commission Action Determine (1) whether the HAIS is complete; (2) whether the 
proposed demolition will have a significant negative 
architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a 
whole or on the immediate neighborhood; and (3) whether 
demolition should be delayed in order to explore alternatives 
to total demolition. 

Preliminary Historical and Architectural 
Review 

December 7, 2021, by a vote of 7-0 required submittal of an 
HAIS. 

Property Address 203 Sheridan Road (See Attachment C – Aerial Map) 

Property Owner Walton 2019 Revocable Trust 

Application Submitted by Walton 2019 Revocable Trust 

Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed 

Newspaper Notice The meeting was properly noticed in the Winnetka Talk on 
January 14, 2021. 

Public Comments as of Date of Memo Staff has not received any written comments from the public 
regarding this HAIS.  

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Comments on HAIS 

WHS Find the HAIS complete agrees with the assessment that 
the property at 203 Sheridan has both historical and 
architectural significance. (Attachment B). 

  

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION  

Size 1.1 acres 

Location East side of Sheridan Road between Winnetka Avenue and 
Fuller Lane 

Improvements Single-family residence with attached garage  

Zoning R-2 Single Family Residential 

Surrounding Zoning R-2 Single Family Residential to the north and south, and R-4 
Single Family Residential to the west 

  

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment D, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment E, Winnetka Historical Society Report 
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Constructed 1925 

Additional Construction Activity 1976 - Remodel rear, entry stairs, add balcony rear 2nd floor, 
sauna in basement of single family residence, 1983 -
Construct addition to single family residence 

Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing Yes (Included in Attachment D) 

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS)  The WHS agrees with the HAIS conclusion that the property 
has both historical and architectural significance. See 
attached reports from the WHS provided in Attachments B 
and E for details.   

  

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY  

Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes 
on Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley) 

141 Sheridan Road 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

If/When the building permit for the new residence is 
approved, a determination will be made if a delay is 
necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise impacts in 
the neighborhood. 

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted 

No 

 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

In making its determination regarding the historical and architectural impact of the subject 
property, the Landmark Preservation Commission shall consider the following: 

a. the historic and architectural impact study prepared pursuant to the foregoing Section 
15.52.050; 

b. the preliminary property history study prepared pursuant to Section 15.52.040; 
c. comments of the Winnetka Historical Society on the application and study; and 
d. any other information, comment or evidence received by the Commission at the impact 

determination meeting or at the preliminary review meeting. 
 
Prior to making a determination, the Commission must first determine if it finds the Historical  
Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) complete. If the LPC determines that the HAIS filed by the 
Applicant is incomplete or otherwise insufficient to enable the LPC to make a determination as to 
the impact of the proposed demolition, the LPC may direct the Applicant to complete, amend or 
supplement the report and may continue the impact determination meeting pending the 
Applicant’s filing of a complete application. 
 
If the Commission does find the HAIS complete, a Commission member may make one of the two 
following motions (a) Demolition Without Delay or (b) Delay of Demolition: 
 
Demolition Without Delay 

I make a motion finding that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 203 
Sheridan Road prepared by Benjamin Historic Certifications is complete and that the 
proposed demolition will not have a significant negative architectural or historical impact 
on either the Village as a whole or on the immediate neighborhood.  Based upon these 
findings, the demolition may proceed without a delay. 
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Delay of Demolition  

I make a motion finding that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 203 
Sheridan Road prepared by Benjamin Historic Certifications is complete and that the 
building or structure is considered to be historically or architecturally significant as it meets 
one or more of the following standards [Commission member should note which of the 
following standards should be included in the motion]: 
 
(1) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design without regard to the time 

built or historic associations; 
(2) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design that is not the result of a 

change or a series of changes in the original structure;  
(3) the structure exemplifies an architectural style, construction technique or building type 

once common in the Village; 
(4) the structure exhibits an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or construction 

technique that contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as an accent or 
counterpart; or  

(5) that the property has been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the 
Village Code, has been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey 
conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation, or has been 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the Illinois Register of Historic Places. 

 
The Commission also finds that the proposed demolition will have a significant negative 
architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a whole or on the immediate 
neighborhood due to the following architecturally or historically significant aspects of the 
structure: 
 

1. [Commission member to fill in]  
2.  __________________________________________________________________- 

 
Preservation alternatives to the demolition of the structure include: 
 

1. [Commission member to fill in]. 
 
The Commission continues to encourage interest in and understanding of preservation in 
the whole of the Village as it may be applicable to the demolition permit request under 
review and to encourage and provide means of communication and exchange of views 
between the applicants and the owners and occupants of properties within two hundred 
fifty (250) feet of the subject property. 
 
Based upon these finding, the demolition must be delayed for a period of 60 days in 
order to explore alternatives to total demolition. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  HAIS prepared by Benjamin Historic Certifications  
Attachment B:  Historical Society HAIS Comments 
Attachment C:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment D:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment E:  Historical Society Research  
Attachment F:  Application Materials 
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HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL INPACT STUDY (HAIS) 

 
 

 
 

Susan Benjamin and Jeanne Sylvester 
BENJAMIN HISTORIC CERTIFICATIONS, LLC 
711 Marion Avenue 
Highland Park, IL 60035 
Submitted to the Village of Winnetka on January 8, 2021 
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Susan Benjamin and Jeanne Sylvester of Benjamin Historic Certifications, LLC,  have prepared 
this Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for the houses at 203 and 205 Sheridan 
Road in Winnetka, Illinois. Our qualifications are as follows:  

Susan Benjamin is an architectural historian with 30-plus years of experience, writing well over 
175 local landmark and National Register nominations and preparing more than 200 property tax 
freeze and federal income tax credit applications. Her B.A. is in Art History from Brown 
University, and her M.A. is from the University of Minnesota. Susan served as the first chairman 
of Highland Park Historic Preservation Commission. She frequently consults on Historic 
Preservation projects, lectures and has written several articles and books on Chicago architecture. 
She and architect Stuart Cohen are the authors of Great Houses of Chicago: 1871–1921(2008) 
and North Shore Chicago: Houses of the Lakefront Suburbs: 1890–1940 (2004), published by 
Acanthus Press, New York. Susan has most recently authored another book, entitled Modern in 
the Middle: Chicago Houses 1929–1975 (2020), with Michelangelo Sabatino, professor and 
director of the PhD program and formerly interim dean at the Illinois Institute of Technology. 
Susan is a resident of Highland Park. 

Jeanne Sylvester joined Benjamin Historic Certifications after receiving her M.S. in Historic 
Preservation from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. While at SAIC, Jeanne interned 
with the Landmarks Division of the City of Chicago Planning Department where she researched, 
photographed and drafted numerous landmark designation reports. She also interned with 
WTTW Chicago where she researched subjects for the award winning program “Ten That 
Changed America.” Jeanne earned a B.A. in history from Northwestern University and a J.D. 
from DePaul University College of Law. She has researched and drafted multiple Historic 
American Building Survey projects, including one for Chicago Union Station. With Benjamin 
Historic Certifications, Jeanne has completed several surveys, Historic and Architectural Impact 
Studies, Historic Resource Evaluations, and Historic Property Tax Freeze applications. She is the 
author of “The ‘Beaux-Arts Boys of Chicago: An Architectural Genealogy, 1890–1930” 
published in the journal Classicist by the Institute of Classical Architecture & Art.  Jeanne is a 
resident of Long Grove. 
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203 Sheridan Road 

The Henrietta Huszagh House 
Constructed in 1925, with alterations in 1970, 1976 and 1983 

Designed by Huszagh & Hill 
 

Property Index Number: 
05-21-412-008-0000 

 
Ownership History of the Land Parcel 

The legal description for the property at 203 Sheridan Road is “Lot 10 in R/ Williamson’s 
Sheridan Road Subdivision of Parts of Lots 2, 3 and 4 of Simons et al Subdivision of a Part of 
the Fractional Southeast Quarter of Section 21 and Part of the Fractional Southwest Quarter of 
Section 22, Township 42 North, Range 13, East of the Third Principal Meridian, as Subdivision 
Plat of said R. Williamson’s Sheridan Road Subdivision Recorded April 8, 1920 as Document 
6788370, All in Cook County, Illinois.”  

 
Historic Owners of the Land Parcel and 203 Sheridan Road1 

 
Property Owners Approximate Period of Ownership 
Ralph Huszagh 1925 - 1951 

George and Adeline Hayes 1952 - 1970 
Jerry and Peggy Ganz 1970 - 1974 

Drs. Stavrula and Fabian Gotsis 1976 - 2016 
 

 
Ralph D. Huszagh Architect and Owner (1898 - 1977) 
Owned the from home 1925 – 1951 
 
Henrietta Robinson Huszagh (1863 – 1950) 
Resided in the house from 1926 – 1932 
 
Architect Ralph Huszagh, with the firm of Huszagh and Hill, designed and built the house at 203 
Sheridan Road, for his parents, Rudolph and Henrietta Robinson Huszagh. Rudolph Huszagh 
was born on August 30, 1854 in Brooklyn, New York, and died on September 3, 1925 in 
Evanston, Illinois. He was an attorney and practiced in Chicago. According to the 1900 Federal 
Census, Henrietta Robinson Huszagh was born in Detroit, Michigan in February of 1863, and her 
parents were both born in the English part of Canada. The 1910 Census lists her parents as 
having been born in Canada, but this time in the French side. She married Rudolph Huszagh, on 
October 25, 1882 in Chicago.2 They lived in Chicago in 1900 and 1910 on Washington 
Boulevard with their sons Harold, Roy, Victor, Kenneth and Ralph, and two servants. 

 
1 Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the Cook County Clerk’s Office was closed during this project. 

Researching the chain of title prior to 1990 was limited to permits from the Village of Winnetka address files, 
telephone directories and other information provided by the Winnetka Historical Society, and online searches. This 
table of ownership was produced by the Winnetka Historical Society based upon their research. 

2 Rudolph Huszagh, Cook County Marriages Index, Ancestry.com. 
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In 1916, Henrietta and her family were living at 5455 Sheridan Road in Chicago.3 She was 
involved in various arts and educational clubs, including the Edgewater Drama Study Club,4 the 
West End Coeducational Club,5 and the Art and Travel Club.6 The 1920 U.S. Federal Census 
lists the family as living at 820 Sunnyside Avenue in Chicago.  
 
It is not known exactly when the family moved to the North Shore. Ralph was not listed as living 
with the family in the 1920 census in Chicago. A permit to build the house at 203 Sheridan Road 
was filed on June 24, 1925; Rudolph Huszagh died on September 3, 1925. After Rudolph died, 
Henrietta moved into the house, after it was completed. The 1930 Federal Census lists her as the 
owner (the only other choice was renter) of the house at 203 Sheridan Road, having been born in 
New York, her father having been born in New Jersey and her mother having been born in New 
York. The house was valued at $65,000.7 While Henrietta lived at 203 Sheridan Road, Ralph 
Huszagh and his wife Marjorie lived at 204 Fuller Lane in Winnetka, just around the corner from 
203 Sheridan Road, and his brother Leroy Huszagh lived at 609 Sheridan Road.8  
 
It is not known when or why Henrietta moved out of the house at 203 Sheridan Road. While her 
Chicago Tribune obituary dated October 23, 1950 said she lived in Winnetka, the Winnetka Talk 
listed her final place of residency as a nursing home in Evanston.9 All of Henrietta’s four sons 
predeceased her, except for Ralph. Her son Kenneth predeceased her by only ten months in 
1950.10 While Ralph Huszagh continued to own the house at 203 Sheridan Road after his 
mother’s death, he rented it to a number of tenants beginning in 1932. Around the time of his 
mother’s death in the early 1950s, Ralph Huszagh sold the house to George Miller and Adeline 
Z. Hayes.  
 
Ralph Donald Huszagh was born on January 16, 1898 in Chicago, Illinois. In 1900, he was living 
at 1270 Washington Boulevard with his parents Rudolph D. and Henrietta, and his brothers 
Harold, Roy, Victor and Kenneth; and by 1910 he and his family had moved to 2951 Washington 

 
3 “North Side Clubs,” Chicago Tribune, October 29, 1916. 
4 “Downtown Clubs,” Chicago Tribune, October 28, 1917.  
5 “West Side Clubs,” Chicago Tribune, January 28, 1912.  
6 “Amateur Players in Pretty Tableaux in Louis XIV Room, Hotel Sherman,” Chicago Tribune, January 24, 

1912. 
7 “Henrietta Huszagh,” 1930 U.S. Federal Census Reports, Ancestry.com. 
8 “What an Architect told his own Family About Oil Heating,” Chicago Tribune, October 14, 1926; Ralph 

Huszagh, U.S. World War II Draft Registration Cards, Ancestry.com. 
9 “Mrs. Henrietta Huszagh,” Chicago Tribune, October 23, 1950; “Henrietta R. Huszagh,” Winnetka Talk, 

October 26, 1950. 
10 Kenneth Huszagh was a successful swimmer, competing for the Chicago Athletic Club and Northwestern 

University. He won a bronze medal in the individual 100 meter freestyle and was a member of the 4x200-meter 
freestyle relay team which won a silver medal in the 1912 Olympics in Stockholm, and he was listed among 
Olympians who set a world record in long course swimming. He was later involved with founding the town of 
Kildeer, Illinois and worked as an executive with the American Mineral Spirits Company of New York, eventually 
becoming president of the company “Kenneth Huszagh,” Olympedia, https://www.olympedia.org/athletes/51410, 
“Kenneth Huszagh,” https://prabook.com/web/kenneth.huszagh/2130656, both accessed December 27, 2020. 
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Boulevard in Chicago.11 He graduated with a degree in architecture from Cornell University in 
1920.12  
 
Ralph married Marjorie Wickett on September 2, 1922 in Indiana. He and Marjorie had three 
children: Donald, Ronald and Ralph Crandell, who became an architect. In 1923, Ralph D. 
Huszagh was listed as an architect working at 105 N. Clark Street.13 By 1927, he was living at 
204 Fuller Lane, where he continued to live until at least 1942, when he registered for the draft 
for World War II.14 
 
In 1942, Ralph was self-employed and his office was at 6 North Michigan Avenue in Chicago, 
and in 1946 he was made vice-president of the Association of North Shore Architects.15 By 
1950, he had moved to 340 White Oak Lane in Winnetka, another house he designed.16 
 
Arch W. and Ora Avanette Westgate Anderson  
Rented; Resided in the house from 1933 – 1936 
 
Arch W. Anderson (1877 – 1946) 
Ora Avanette Westgate Anderson (1884 – 1946) 
 
Arch Anderson was born in Shelbyville, Kentucky 
on July 16, 1877. He was vice president of the 
Continental Illinois National Bank and Trust 
company in Chicago from 1930 – 1939, in charge 
of all of the bank’s business west of the 
Mississippi River. After 1939, he was associated 
with the California Bank of Los Angeles, serving 
as its first president, and also president of its 
wholly owned affiliate, the California Trust 
Company.17 He was a trustee of the Equitable Life 
Insurance Co. of Iowa, president and director of 
the Union Security Co. of Los Angeles, treasurer 
and trustee of the University of Southern 
California and a member of the clearinghouse 
committee of the Los Angeles Clearinghouse.18  

 
11 “Ralph D. Huszagh,” 1900, 1910 U.S. Federal Census Reports, Ancestry.com. 
12 Cornell University. The Register of  Cornell University 1918 – 1919. Ithaca: New York, Cornell 

University, 1919: 282; “Alumni in Chicago Follow Green Line,” Cornell Daily Sun XLI, no. 148 (April 26, 1921). 
13 “Huszagh, Ralph D.,” U.S., City Directories, 1822 – 1995; Huszagh, World War II Draft Registration 

Card, Ancestry.com. 
14 Ibid. 
15 Huszagh, World War II Draft Registration Card, Ancestry.com; “Yost Made Head of Architects on North 

Shore,” Chicago Tribune, May 12, 1946. 
16 “Henrietta R. Huszagh,” Winnetka Talk, October 26, 1950; Winnetka Historical Society, Ralph D. 

Huszagh, Partial list of Projects. 
17 “Arch Anderson, Trust Co. Head,” California Eagle, December 28, 1939. 
18 “Arch W. Anderson, 69, of California Bank, Dies,” Los Angeles Times, September 16, 1946. 

 
Arch Anderson 
California Eagle, December 28, 
1939 
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The 1940 U.S. Federal census identifies Arch as living at 1317 Oxford Road in San Gabriel 
Township, owning a house worth $25,000, with his wife Ora, his daughter Archa, her husband 
Herbert, and their daughter Susan.19  He died on September 14, 1946. His wife Ora Anderson 
predeceased him by six weeks.  
 
Ronald R. and Mildred Monroe  
Rented; resided in the house from 1937 – 1941 
 
Ronald R. Monroe (1894 – 1958) 
Ronald was born on May 2, 1894 in Sullivan, Illinois. On his WWI draft registration card, he 
wrote that he had been born in Sullivan, Illinois, and was residing at the Victoria Hotel in Des 
Moines, Iowa. Monroe graduated from the University of Michigan in 1915.20 
 
The 1930 Federal Census identifies Monroe as living in Des Moines, Iowa, with his first wife 
Mildred, son Ronald Jr., daughter Rosamund, and in-laws Emil G and Rosamund P. Schmidt.  
Mildred was born in Ohio. Ronald is listed as the general manager of a foundry. In 1934 he was 
secretary-treasurer of the Des Moines Foundry and Machine Company in Des Moines, Iowa and 
was appointed to the industrial advisory board to the federal reserve bank of the seventh district 
in Chicago, Illinois.21 In 1936, he headed the Utilities Power & Light Corporation of Chicago.22 
 
In the 1939 Evanston telephone directory, Monroe is listed as living at 203 Sheridan Road and 
working as a broker in Chicago. The 1940 U.S. Federal Census shows Ronald and Mildred 
Monroe renting the house at 203 Sheridan Road and living there with their son Russell and 
daughter Rosamund. Ronald was identified as vice-president of a utility company, presumably 
the Utilities Power & Light Corporation of Chicago.23  
 
By 1942, Ronald was living at 731 Bluff Street in Glencoe, Illinois when he registered for the 
draft for World War II. In 1943, he became vice-president of the J.G. Brill Company in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and president later the same year.24 The J.G. Brill Company 
manufactured streetcars, interurban coaches, motor buses, trolleybuses and railroad cars. Its 
successor company was ACF-Brill Corporation. Monroe became head of ACF-Brill in 1944 and 
stayed in that position until 1950 when he resigned. After 1950, he was a management 
consultant, specializing in finance, reorganizations, mergers and diversification in New York.25 
In 1952, during the Korean War, he served as division head for streets and highways of the 
Defense Transport Administration.26 
 

 
19 “Arch Anderson,” 1940 U.S. Federal Census, Ancestry.com. 
20 “Ronald Monroe Dies; Ex-Head of ACF-Brill,” Philadelphia Inquirer, December 14, 1958. 
21 “R.R. Monroe is Appointed,” Des Moines Tribune, July 3, 1934. 
22 “Ronald Monroe Dies in N.Y.,”  [obit.] The Des Moines Register, December 16, 1958. 
23 “Ronald Monroe,” U.S. Federal Census, Ancestry.com. 
24 “Ronald Monroe Dies; Ex-Head of ACF-Brill,”  [obit.]. The Philadelphia Inquirer, December 14, 1958; 

“CoachBuilt,” http://www.coachbuilt.com/bui/a/acf_brill/acf_brill.htm, accessed December 27, 2020. 
25 “Ronald Monroe [obit.], The Philadelphia Inquirer. 
26 Ibid. 
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It is not known exactly when, but by 1956, Ronald and Mildred moved to Pennsylvania and  
separated.27 At some point Ronald married a woman named Elizabeth Moore. At the time of his 
death, he was working for the Wallace-Clark investment management company of New York. 
He died on December 12, 1958 at his office in New York.28 
 
Gladys Felton Beadle Grant Lorenzen Gilliland 
Resided in the House from 1942 – 1951 
 
John Leslie Grant was a railway supply dealer in 
Chicago who married Grace Meagher on October 2, 
1920. Together they had a son, John L. Grant Jr., who 
was born on September 27, 1922. Grace Meagher 
Grant was the wealthy daughter and beneficiary of 
James F. Meagher, former president of the People’s 
Gas, Light and Coke Company. The Grant family 
lived at 5555 Everett Avenue in Chicago. Grace died 
on May 25, 1936, and her estate passed in its entirety 
to her 14 year old son, John L. Grant Jr.29 John Grant 
Jr. inherited approximately $1,500,000, an amount 
that would be over $27 million today.30  
 
A little less than two years later, John L. Grant Sr. married 
Gladys Felton Beadle of Forest Hills, New York and Palm 
Beach, Florida on March 1, 1938.31 Gladys was born on July 
28, 1896 and had been previously married to a man named 
Gail Grover Grant (no relation to John Grant). By 1940, the 
Grants had moved to Glencoe and were renting a house at 
1020 Bluff Road. John L. Grant, Sr. died on April 15, 1941 in 
Glencoe.32 By 1942, Gladys and John L. Grant, Jr. moved to 
203 Sheridan Road and were renting the house there, when 
John registered for the draft for World War II on June 30, 
1942. 
 
Gladys Grant, known in the newspapers as the socialite of Winnetka, Illinois, Forest Hills, New 
York and Palm Beach, Florida, married Brig. Gen. A.F. Lorenzen, a Spanish American War 
veteran, on November 19, 1945 at the Fourth Presbyterian Church in Chicago, with a reception at 
the Blackstone Hotel that included a wedding cake 8 ½ feet high and weighing 250 pounds.33 

 
27 “Mandell-Monroe,” The Philadelphia Inquirer, July 22, 1956. 
28 “Ronald Monroe,” [obit.], The Philadelphia Inquirer. 
29 “Boy, Aged 13, Gets Fortune of $1,233,333,” The Wilkes-Barre Leader, September 1, 1936; “$1,500,000 

Value Set on Estate of 13 Year Old Boy,” Chicago Tribune, April 14, 1937; “J.L. Grant Jr., 14, is allotted $1,500 
Monthly,” Chicago Tribune, April 20, 1937. 

30 Saving.org, https://www.saving.org/inflation/inflation.php?amount=1,500,000&year=1936, accessed 
December 27, 2020. 

31 Judith Cass, “Elizabeth Rowe will be Bride of New Yorker,” Chicago Tribune, March 15, 1938.  
32 “John Leslie Grant, Sr.” [obit.], Chicago Tribune, April 16, 1941, April 17, 1941. 
33 “Wedding,” Chicago Tribune, November 20, 1945.  

 

Gladys Gilliland  
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/93
338955/gladys-felton-gilliland 
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General Lorenzen was the founder and president of Lorenzen and Thompson Inc. in Chicago, a 
newspaper representative concern and was affiliated with the advertising firm of Lord & 
Thomas, Inc. He served as vice chairman of the Illinois Fair commission and Presidential envoy 
to Cuba for President Roosevelt, was a member of the Chicago zoning board of appeals and the 
Chicago Crime Commission, and was the international chancellor of Notre Dame of Canada.34 
Gladys and General Lorenzen spent most of their time in Florida. After General Lorenzen died in 
1958, Gladys married William J. Gilliland in 1960. She died on February 23, 1987 in Boca 
Raton, Florida. 
 
John L. Grant, Jr. attended Dartmouth University, and was inducted into the army in early March 
of 1943, serving in Europe and the South Pacific. On March 30, 1970 he married a woman 
named Linda L. Gable (1944 – 2004) in Los Angeles, California, where he died on May 4, 
1974.35  
 
In the early 1950s, around the time of his mother’s death, architect and owner Ralph Huszagh 
sold the home to George and Adeline Hayes.  
 
George Miller Hayes, Adeline Z. Hayes, Owners 
Owned the home from 1952 – 1970, resided in the house from 1952 – 1964  
 
George Miller Hayes (1897 – 1957) 
Adeline Z. Hayes (1910 - 1994) 
George Miller Hayes was born on August 19, 1897 in Owensboro, Kentucky. He attended 
Milliken University in Decatur, Illinois. He registered for the draft for World War I and he was 
living at the YMCA in Dayton, Ohio, working for the Bureau of Aircraft Production. He married 
his first wife, Miss Jessie Aurilla Thistle, daughter of Rev. William James Thistle, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian church in Cairo, Illinois, on June 5, 1919. They had a son named James.  
George Hayes taught manual training and was an athletic coach in the high school in Shelbyville, 
Illinois.36 George joined the Quarrie Corporation in 1927. In the 1930 U.S. Federal Census, 
George, Jessie and James are listed as living in Harvey, Illinois and George was the manager of a 
bookstore. 
 
It isn’t clear what happened to his first wife Jessie, but by February 16, 1942, when he registered 
for the draft for World War II, he was married to his second wife, a woman named Adeline and 
they were living in Wilmette. George continued to work for the Quarrie Corporation; was 
promoted to manager of Illinois, and became vice president and general sales manager after 
Marshall Field purchased the company in 1945. The newly named corporation was called the 
Marshall Field Education Corporation, and it published World Book Encyclopedia, Child Craft 
and other reference books. While working for the company he also became a member of the 
Field Enterprise board of directors in 1955. In 1957, he became president of the Marshall Field 
Education Corporation.37 Hayes died that same year. His father, W. Foster Hayes, of Harvey, 

 
34 “Gen. Anton Lorenzen, 82, Dies of Cancer in Miami,” Chicago Tribune, August 17, 1958. 
35 “John L. Grant,” California, U.S. Marriage Index, Ancestry.com; “Helen Grant,” [obit.] Chicago 

Tribune, December 27, 1973; “John L. Grant,” California, U.S. Death Index, Ancestry.com. 
36 “Thistle-Hayes,” Messenger-Inquirer (Owensboro, Kentucky), June 5, 1919. 
37 “George M. Hayes,” Winnetka Talk, October 17, 1957. 
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Illinois, survived him, as did his wife Adeline, and his two sons James of Harvey, Illinois 
(mother Jessie) and John Miller Hayes of Winnetka (mother Adeline). George was a member of 
the Chicago Athletic Association, the Executives’ Club and served on the board of governors of 
the Merchants and Manufacturers Club.38 
 
Not much is known about Hayes’s second wife, Adeline Z. Hayes. She was born on October 14, 
1910, was a member of the Wilmette Woman’s Club, and died on January 6, 1994.39 
 
Roger Galston Bensinger and Ruth Baker Thomas Bensinger Skillman  
Rented? Resided in the house from 1964 - 1969 
 
Roger G. Bensinger (1933 - ) 
Ruth Baker Bensinger Skillman (1932 - )  
 
Roger Bensinger was born in Chicago on July 5, 1933, attended Pomfret School in Pomfret 
Connecticut and graduated from Brown University in 1956. He was vice-president of the 
Brunswick Corporation, a family concern. In 1966, Roger was treasurer of the Winnetka 
Presbyterian Church Members Council, member of Phi Gamma Delta, the Lake Shore Country 
Club in Glencoe, Rainbow Springs Country Club in Mukwonago Wisconsin, the Standard and 
the Tavern Clubs in Chicago.40  
 
Ruth Baker Thomas Bensinger Skillman (1932 - ) 
Ruth Bensinger Skillman was born on May 14, 1932. She was from  
Charleston, West Virginia, attended Bennett Junior College in 
Millbrook New York and Columbia University. She was an active 
member of the Junior League of Charleston.41 
 
The Bensingers were married on June 16, 1955 in Charleston, West 
Virginia. Mrs. Roger Bensinger was very active on the charity and 
fundraising circuit. Among other things, she was president of 
Women’s Auxiliary of United Charities, raised funds for Skokie 
Valley Hospital, Presbyterian St. Luke’s hospital, and the University 
of Chicago Cancer Research Foundation; she was chairperson of the 
“Riverview Ramble,” an annual fundraiser for United Charities, 
patron of the Hugh O’Brian Youth Foundation, on the Executive 
Committee for the newly formed Lyric Opera Guild and a season 
box seat holder at the Lyric Opera of Chicago.  
 
 

 
38 “George M. Hayes,” Winnetka Talk, October 17, 1957. 
39 U.S. Social Security Death Index, Ancestry.com, accessed December 30, 2020; “Wilmette Club,” 

Chicago Tribune, June 2, 1955;” “Adeline Hayes,” [obit.] Chicago Tribune, January 10, 1994.  
40 “Roger Galston Bensinger,” Marquis – Who’s Who. World’s Who’s Who in Commerce and Industry, 14th 

ed. St. Louis: Von Hoffmann Press, Inc., 1966: 92. 
41 “Bensinger – Thomas,” Chicago Tribune, April 4, 1955. 

 

Ruth Bensinger 
Chicago Tribune, August 3, 1965 
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She and her husband Roger were co-chairmen along with the Woolworth Donahues of Palm 
Beach of the Million Dollar Ole, an international gala party fundraiser in New York to benefit 
the Waldemar Medical Research Foundation.42  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ruth Bensinger often planned or held fundraisers, tours or charity events at the house at 203 
Sheridan Road, and those events were extensively covered by local newspapers. Those articles 
provide an intimate view of the house.43  
 
On October 11, 1964, a lengthy Chicago Tribune article entitled “With a Secret Passageway and 
Everything” described the exterior and interior of the home. Many of the features described in 
the interior depict a house rich with architectural detail. A secret staircase was concealed behind 
a bookcase. A breakfast room was paneled in heavily distressed pine. The sunroom was lit 
through the roof from glass bubbles and from glass walls between a fountain room and an 
outdoor garden that stayed green all year because of the addition of heating coils under a crushed 
rock surface. The sunroom looked out on a kidney-shaped pool, gazebo and bathhouse. While it 

 
42 “Box Holders and their Guests at Lyric Opera Opening Last Night,” Chicago Tribune, October 5, 1963; 

Stephanie Fuller, “With a Secret Passageway and Everything,” Chicago Tribune, October 11, 1964; Irene Powers, 
“League to Tour Home and Gardens in Winnetka,” Chicago Tribune, April 30, 1966; “Open Doors,” Chicago 
Tribune, October 10, 1966; Irene Powers, “Ramble’s Success Calls for a Party,” Chicago Tribune, February 16, 
1968.  

43 “League to Tour Home and Gardens,” Chicago Tribune; Irene Powers, “Box Lunches, Fashions Await 
Hospital’s Units,” Chicago Tribune, October 10, 1966; “Autumn Jewels,” Chicago Tribune, October 19, 1967; 
Stephanie Fuller, “Diamond Sparkles Tell Romantic Easter News,” Chicago Tribune, April 5, 1969. 

 

Members of the University of Chicago Cancer Research Foundation Junior Auxiliary watch 
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Bensinger enjoy a sandy swing as a Dixieland band plays in the 
background on Winnetka Beach. 
University of Chicago, Cancer Research Foundation, Benefit Planning 2, Archival Photographic Files, Image 
apf3-00290, University of Chicago Library, Special Collections Research Center, July, 1960. 
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is not clear which, if any, of these features were original, all of them have been removed from 
the house. 
 
Another article in the Chicago Tribune entitled “Ramble’s Success Calls for a Party,” from 
August 3, 1965 detailed a party for a steering committee of the United Charities “Riverview 
Ramble” held at the Bensingers’ “Storybook House,” which contained such “intriguing things as 
a hidden staircase [concealed behind a hinged bookcase], television sets that appear when touch 
button magic moves panels and mirrors, the piano Mrs. Bensinger practiced on when she was a 
little girl in Charleston, W.Va., Spanish hoded [sic.] chairs and a centuries old Spanish jewel 
chest with secret compartments. The way to the terrace leads thru an imposing marble reception 
hall lighted by an immense bronze and crystal chandelier suspended from a ceiling two-stories 
high. A glass-walled fountain room opens into a courtyard and a garden green thru the seasons, 
being warmed by submerged heating coils.”44 Most articles agreed that the entrance hall, with its 
large crystal and gold chandelier framed by a horseshoe-shaped balcony with wrought iron and 
gold railing, was the most impressive room in the house.45 By 1969, the Bensingers had moved 
from the house and were living at 300 Birch Street in Winnetka, and later divorced. 
 
Jerry and Peggy Ganz 
Resided in the house from 1970 – 1974 
Jerry Ganz was the chairman and CEO of Gateway Industries in Hazel Crest, Illinois, which 
manufactured safety belts for automobiles.46  Ganz is credited with inventing and mass 
marketing the retractable seatbelt.47  
 
J.T. Raffaldini, Tenant 
According to a note on one of the real estate listings, the property may have been rented to J.T. 
Raffaldini in 1973. No information was found on this tenant, although there was probably a 
connection with the Raffaldini Winery. In an interview, Barbara Raffaldini, co-owner of 
Raffaldini Winery, said that she and her brother Jay moved to a suburb of Chicago and lived 
there until they went to college.48 Jay worked as a trader on Wall Street and now manages hedge 
fund assets. Barbara is an attorney and practiced law in Chicago before moving to North 
Carolina. Jay and Barbara joined together and formed Raffaldini Winery in North Carolina.49  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
44 “Ramble’s Success Calls for a Party,” Chicago Tribune.  
45 “With a Secret Passage and Everything,” Chicago Tribune. 
46 R.M. Whiteside, ed., Major Companies of the USA 1988/89, (Springer Science+Business Media, 

B.V.1988): 353. 
47 “Artists Commissioned to Join the Bay Area’s Finest Designers at the 2011 Marin Designers Showcase,” 

Center for Volunteer and Nonprofit Leadership of Marin, press release, October 10, 2011. 
48 Jennifer Primrose and Dathan Kazsuk, “Women in Wine: Barbara Raffaldini,” 

https://www.raffaldini.com/blog/Women-in-Wine--Barbara-Raffaldini, accessed December 27, 2020.  
49 “Raffaldini Vineyards,” https://www.raffaldini.com/Visit/About-Us, December 27, 2020. 
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Drs. Fabian and Stavrula Perutsea Gotsis, owners 
Resided in the house from 1977 – 2016 
 
Dr. Fabian Gotsis (1922 – 2005) 
Dr. Stavrula Gotsis (1925  – 2016) 
Dr. Fabian Gotsis was born in 1922 in Springfield, Massachusetts. He practiced in internal 
medicine in the Chicago area for over 40 years. A decorated veteran of World War II, he died on 
June 26, 2005.50  
 
His wife Stavrula Perutsea was born in Tseria Messinia, Greece in 1925. She graduated from the 
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens Medical School of Health Sciences in 1949. 
Shortly after graduating, she left Greece and moved to Chicago to receive her medical license 
and go on to complete her general surgical training and surgical residency. Referred to as 
“trailblazing,” she was one of the first female plastic reconstructive surgeons in the Chicago area. 
She and Fabian Gotsis married in 1959 and together they opened Gotsis Medical Clinic in 
Calumet Park where she primarily worked with victims of trauma and burns. She and her family 
moved to Winnetka in 1977. She also served as chief of the surgical staff at St. Francis Hospital 
in Blue Island, Palos Community Hospital in Palos Heights and Little Company of Mary 
Hospital in Evergreen Park. Dr. Stavrula Gotsis died in her home at 203 Sheridan Road on 
September 28, 2016.51 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
50 “Fabian Peter Gotsis, M.D.,” [obit.] The New York Times, Legacy, July 22, 2005,  

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/nytimes/obituary.aspx?n=fabian-peter-gotsis&pid=14603944, accessed 
December 27, 2020. 

51 Joan Giangrasse Kates, “Surgeon Aided Victims of Trauma and Burns,” Chicago Tribune, October 28, 
2016. 

 

Dr. Stavrula Gotsis 
Chicago Tribune, October 28, 2016 

LPC - 203 Sheridan - Page 15



 13 

 
Narrative Description of the Property, including Alterations 

 
A photograph and floorplans of the house were published in the The American Architect, August 
5, 1929.  
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Permit History:   
Building permits for 203 Sheridan Road that were found at the Village of Winnetka are listed in 
the table below, and copies are attached in the Appendix.  
 
DATE OWNER ACTION ARCHITECT or 

BUILDER 
June 24, 1925 Rudolph Huszagh Build 2-story brick 

residence, attached 
garage 

Ralph Huszagh 

May 28, 1970 Mr. and Mrs. J. Ganz Remodel basement 
and second floor 
room 

Builder S. Klug 

June 1, 1976 Mr. and Mrs. Gotsis  Remodel rear, entry 
stairs, add balcony 
rear second floor, 
sauna in basement 

A.R. Belrose 

November 10, 1983 Mr. and Mrs. Gotsis Construct addition Fred Polito 
 
 
The first permit dated June 24, 1925 was for construction of a 2-story brick residence with an 
attached garage. Architect was Ralph Huszagh and the owner was Rudolph Huszagh from 
Chicago. Rudolph, Ralph’s father, died on September 3, 1925, after the permit was pulled, but 
before construction was completed, and that is why the house was identified as the “Henrietta 
Huszagh House” when it was published in The American Architect on August 5, 1929.  
 
The permit called for a nine-room building that would be 51’ wide, by 34’8” deep, by 23’ high, 
with a heated porch and garage. The builder, carpenter and mason were all William Salmen of 
Winnetka, the same person who signed the permit application. 
 
Physical Description of the House: 
 
Exterior: 
The house at 203 Sheridan Road is irregularly shaped and stands two stories. Except for the 1-
1/2 story gable front section surrounding the front entrance with a window above it, the house is 
sheathed in yellow brick consisting of rows of stretchers with intermittent headers. The 
projecting section surrounding the front entrance, facing west, is made up of rectangular rough-
faced limestone blocks laid in an irregular pattern. The roofs are of variegated color slate. The 
main block of the house is topped by a steep hipped roof with a short ridge line. There is a large 
rectangular brick chimney on the west side of the main block of the house. 
 
The west façade of the brick section of the house with a hipped roof contains six windows. The 
three on the first floor are evenly spaced and are 6/9. They are capped by segmental arches 
consisting of three rows of headers. Historically these windows had shutters. There are three 
windows on the second floor. Those on the north and south end are 6/6 and capped by segmental 
arches consisting of two rows of headers. These windows, which project above the roof line, rest 
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on a string course of two rows of bricks made up of stretchers and headers. A 4/4 smaller 
window, set under the eave, is located between these two windows. There is a semicircular 
louvered opening in the center of the steep hipped roof located about 1/3 of the distance between 
the cornice and the ridge line. The section of the house containing the front door is 1-1/2 stories 
and is topped by a front facing gable. The slightly-recessed door is wood and made up of 18 
panels with an ornamental door knocker in the center. The design of the door knocker 
incorporates a face and curving elements resembling Medusa. The door surround has widely-
spaced quoins of smooth-faced limestone and is topped by a segmental arch. A wrought iron 
lantern hangs over the entrance. Above the doorway is a 6/6 window topped by a segmental arch 
made up of elongated rectangular stone blocks flanking a raised keystone. There is a decorative 
wrought iron Juliet balcony, consisting of three round baskets, surrounding the window.  
 
A two-bay front-facing  garage with paneled doors projects from  the north wall of the house. It 
has a hipped room with a clipped end. The side wall of the house is brick. There are two small 
windows on the first floor and two larger 6/6 windows on the second. A louvered vent is located 
in the gable at the east end of the wall. Two square limestone piers topped by ornamental urns, 
with stone bollards at the edge, flank the driveway leading to the garage. They are located at the 
edge of the projecting section of the house where the entrance door is located. The south pier is 
connected to the house by a curving wall. There is a path, a few steps down from the drive, 
leading along the north wall of the garage, to the back yard. The path is accessed by a decorative 
wrought iron gate. There are two double-hung windows in the north wall of the garage.  
On the south side of the house, curving stone walls topped by short decorative wrought iron 
fencing and decorative wrought iron gates flank the path. Black wrought iron lanterns top the 
piers. On the west side of the north pier, “1977” is etched in concrete. Three rounded stone steps 
lead down to the back lawn. There are three first floor openings and two second floor openings 
on the south side of the house. The first floor openings consist of casement windows topped by 
segmental arches flanking a pair of arched doors that lead in to the sun porch. The second floor 
windows are 6/6 double-hung.  
 
The rear façade of the house, which is all yellow brick, has seven windows on the first floor to 
the south of the projecting porch, and one to the north of the porch. The two at the south end are 
casements topped by rounded arches. These open into a sun room. The center three windows 
consist of a large central pane flanked by two tall narrow casements with leaded diamond panes. 
These three windows light the dining room. The next window is a 6/6 double-hung. The north 
window consists of a single pane.  The window to the north of the projecting porch is a 6/6 
double-hung. The second floor has eight windows. At the south end there is a group of three 
windows. In the center is a window topped by a segmental arch flanked by two narrow openings 
topped by round arches. These three open onto a projecting concrete balcony surrounded by a 
decorative wrought iron railing. This balcony was added in 1976 at a cost of $9,000. It was 
designed by architect A. R. Belrose.52 The decorative wrought iron railing has a quatrefoil 
pattern just below the handrail, and double balusters, one straight and one curved. The quatrefoil 
pattern can be found  on the balcony railings, handrails and trim to curving walls and gate to the 
beach. To the north is a 6/6 window with a decorative wrought iron Juliet balcony and two 
baskets that reference the baskets on the main façade over the front entry of the house. Further 
north are two windows; one is 4/4, the other 6/6. Beyond is a tall window opening onto a deck 

 
52 Application for a Building Permit. The Village of Winnetka, June 1, 1976. 
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that is part of the roof area of a single-story limestone addition that was built in 1983. It was 
designed by architect Fred Polito and cost $25,000.53  There is a large dormer over the garage 
that contains an opening in the form of a “Chicago window,” with a large center pane flanked by 
tall narrow panes. 
 
The stone addition has an irregular shape. In the southwest corner is a rounded wall with a 
doorway and three windows. The door opens onto a stone patio. West of the patio is a stairway 
that leads down to a basement entrance. This was likely remodeled in 1976 when the balcony 
was constructed. East of this area is a larger polygonal section with pairs of doors topped by 
transoms. The doors open onto a broad stone terrace with four stairs surrounding it that lead to 
the back lawn. A broad overhang surrounds the addition, which has a chimney at the north wall. 
 
Interior: 
The level of detail, inspired by historic architecture, continues from the exterior into the entrance 
hall. It is accessed through the paneled front door, which is topped by a segmental arch and wood 
surround. Above is a recessed 6/6 window topped by a segmental arch. The wood is all 
varnished. This space is two stories, culminating in a varnished beamed ceiling, with corbels, 
that follows the peak of the gable roof topping the room. The space has walnut paneled and 
plaster walls and a graceful staircase with walnut treads and risers and a curving bottom step. 
The balustrade has decorative slender wrought iron balusters supporting a curved railing. Floors 
are oak. In the paneled east wall is a doorway to the back hallway, which accesses a service 
stairway and the kitchen.  There is a large decorative hanging chandelier of glass with gold trim 
suspended from the ceiling of the entrance hall. 
 
There are three remodeled public spaces on the first floor. The living room, to the south of the 
entrance hall, is a large rectangular space accessed through an opening topped by a segmental 
arch. There are square niches with cabinets below at the north end, and a fireplace centered at the 
south end. The fireplace has a varnished wood mantel  and a deeply-grained black marble 
surround and hearth. The room is lit by three 6/9 double hung windows topped by segmental 
arches. Trim is minimal. A recessed arch on north side of the east wall that backs into the kitchen 
may have been open at one point and filled-in after a kitchen remodeling. The dining room is 
entered through a wide opening topped by a segmental arch in the center of the east wall of the 
living room. There is a second similar arched opening at the south end of the east wall, which 
leads into a sunroom. There are pairs of multi-lite French doors in both openings. There is also a 
pair of French doors in an arched opening between the dining room and sun room. The windows 
in the east wall of the dining room consist of a fixed pane flanked by tall narrow windows with 
diamond leading. The windows in sun room consist of pairs of 4-lite casement that are topped by 
arched transom windows with divided lites. A pair of double doors with five lites each opens into 
the rear yard. There are simple base and crown moldings as there are in the living room.  
 
The service rooms are all located in the northeast corner of the house. The kitchen has been 
totally remodeled and leads to the 1983 addition. This space contains a breakfast area and a large 
family room with a fireplace in the north wall, which is faced in stone. A curving wall with five 
pairs of French doors opens onto the rear terrace. A hall that runs east from the front entrance 

 
53 Application for a Building Permit, The Village of Winnetka. November 10, 1983.” Construct addition to 

single family residence.” Remodeling stairs, add balcony, sauna in basement.  
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hall leads to another hall that runs north and leads to a driveway entrance on the north side of the 
house, powder room and basement entrance, the back staircase, the laundry room and closet, and 
the kitchen on the west. 
 
The front staircase opens onto the second floor hallway through an arched opening with 
varnished decorative corbels at each end. The master bedroom with a large alcove is located at 
the south end of the hall, and is connected to another family bedroom on the east side of the 
house by a jack-and-jill bathroom. A third family bedroom is on the east side of the house. At the 
northeast corner is a maid’s room, which is accessed by the service hall. Beyond is a chauffeur’s 
bedroom, which is located over the garage. There is little in the way of decorative treatments on 
the second floor, although the 1976 balcony addition has an ornamental wrought iron railing 
overlooking the lake. There are simple crown, base moldings and door casings throughout the 
second floor.  
 

French Revival Architecture 
 

The house at 203 Sheridan Road was built at a time when Winnetka enjoyed a substantial 
population surge. The population of the village in 1920 was 6694; by 1930 it had reached 
12,166. During this same period, traditional architecture in the form of historical revival styles 
prevailed. It was a time when prosperous residents of the North Shore sought comfort and 
respectability in their homes. The house that architect Ralph Huszagh designed for his parents, 
Rudolph and Henrietta, along Sheridan Road, expresses this sensibility. French Revival was the 
Beaux Arts-trained architect’s chosen style for their home. 

 
Although French architecture never attained the degree of popularity that Tudor and Colonial 
Revival had on Chicago’s North Shore, it was much admired and received considerable attention 
nationally. It is found in suburbs like Winnetka that enjoyed substantial population growth 
during the 1920s and that feature houses designed in a variety of historical revival styles. The 
French revival style appeared in the 1920s and continued to be popular through the 1930s in a 
more simplified form, despite the Depression, before slowing in construction in the 1940s after 
World War II and disappearing in the 1950s.54  The style’s rise in popularity coincides with 
American exposure to French architecture during World War I (1914-1918). Many American 
soldiers had served in France, where they encountered first-hand exposure to French prototypes. 
It was natural for the increasingly worldly and sophisticated North Shore resident to look to 
European tradition in their homes, and several of the most sophisticated residents were enamored 
with French architecture.  
 
Throughout the 1920s, several books were published and circulated in the United States on 
French domestic country architecture, including the 1924 French Provincial Architecture as 
Shown in Various Examples of Town and Country Houses, Shops and Public Places Adaptable 
to American Conditions by Henry Oothort Milliken and Philip Lippincott Goodwin. 55 Filled 

 
54 Virginia & Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1985),  

388. After World War II, Colonial Revival architecture, with a surge in patriotism, was the favored style in 
residential architecture. 

55 Philip Lippincott Goodwin, who served as Chairman of the Department of Architecture and Industrial 
Design at New York’s Museum of Modern Art between 1935 and 1940 is best known for his striking glass front 
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with photos and measured drawings of 16th — 19th Century French manor houses, Goodwin’s 
book lauds French design. In 1923, Philip Goodwin designed a home, said to be modeled after a 
Norman French inn, for prominent Lake Forest residents, Mr. and Mrs. Noble Judah.56 Magazine 
articles praising French architecture also were plentiful. France was very much in vogue in 
America between the wars. It has been noted in the book Versailles, the American Story, that the 
children of fashionable New England families were taught French at home and were frequently 
sent to complete their studies at the Sorbonne in Paris.  The expatriate American community was 
glittering. “Paris was the place to be.”57 Ralph Huszagh was clearly enamored with the 
popularity of this style when designing his own home and one for his parents. He designed 
houses with historic integrity and elegance—that embraced French tradition, while meant for 
comfortable living. 
 
The French Revival architecture of the 1920s differed considerably from the more massive and 
pretentious Chateauesque style of the 1880s and 1890s.58  In their book on architectural styles, A 
Field Guide to American Houses, Virginia and Lee McAlester note that what they called “the 
French Eclectic style”, which was popular between 1915-1945, was based on precedents 
provided by many centuries of French architecture.  They classify the style into three subtypes, 
the symmetrical, the asymmetrical and the towered.  The identifying features that they attribute 
as common to all three types of the style are tall, steeply pitched roofs, eaves that flare out at 
roof-wall junctures and brick, stone or stucco wall cladding, sometimes with half timbering.59  
The Henrietta Huszagh House is characterized by a steeply pitched hip roof.  It is asymmetrical 
but the main block of the house has a strong sense of symmetry. Windows topped by segmental 
arches break the roofline, another typical French feature. A decorative wrought iron Juliet 
balcony, such as that over the front entrance, is found on many French-inspired houses. 
 
While French architecture was not as popular for homes built on the North Shore in the 1920s or 
1930s as Georgian or Tudor Revival, it was more prolific in Winnetka than in other North Shore 
suburbs.60 There are a number of significant eclectic homes in Winnetka with exteriors that are 
predominantly inspired by French architecture, including the Louis B. Kuppenheimer, Jr. House 
(David Adler, 1937-38, listed on the National Register of Historic Places on December 4, 2017), 
and the Epstein House, “Edgecliff” (Samuel Marx, 1930, designated a Winnetka Landmark in 
1996). Other French Revival houses include the E. T. Mayard House at 969 Hill Road, by Solon 
Spencer Beman, Jr. 1937; 388 Berkeley; 43 Locust; the LeRoy Kellogg House at 11 Indian Hill 
Road (architect unknown, 1923; 40 Indian Hill Road, 1225 Ash Street, 1210 Spruce Street,  1161 
Spruce Street and Huszagh’s own house at 204 Fuller Lane.  
 
The Henrietta Huszagh House was published -- in the August 5, 1929 issue of the American 
Architect -- as were other houses designed by him. The house at 1161 Spruce Street was 

 
1938 design, created with Edward Durrell Stone, for the building. Prior to 1930, however, he was much enamored 
with French architecture, designing his own house in Long Island in the French Revival style, in 1919. 

56  Mr. Judah was an attorney; his wife came from Ohio, a descendent of the family that founded the 
National Cash Register Company. 

57 Richard Pascale. Versailles, the American Story. Paris XXI: Alaindegourcuff, Editur, n.d. pp. 113-4. 
58 A fine North Shore example of the Chateauesque style is the Charles Gates Dawes House, 225 

Greenwood Street, Evanston, designed in 1894 by Henry Edwards Ficken. 
59 McAlester, p. 387 
60 Louis B. Kuppenheimer, Jr. House, National Register of Historic Places, December 4, 2017.  
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published in the October, 1929, House & Garden.61  Huszagh’s house on Fuller Lane was 
published in the November, 1929, issue of The Architectural Forum.62  All of the articles are 
accompanied by beautiful Trowbridge photographs.63 
 
 

Architects of 203 Sheridan Road 
 
Ralph D. Huszagh, Huszagh and Hill 
Ralph Huszagh was born January 16, 1898, in Chicago to Rudolph 
and Henrietta Huszagh (Rudolph, an attorney, was from Hungary; 
his mother Henrietta was born in Germany). Ralph’s life in 
architecture began when he attended Cornell University’s school of 
architecture, where he met Boyd Hill, who was to become his 
business partner. In the early 1920s, Huszagh was licensed and had 
an office at 72 West Washington Street in Chicago.64 In the mid 
1920s he formed Huszagh and Hill. The partnership dissolved at the 
beginning of the Depression. In the 1930s, Huszagh’s office was at 
6 North Michigan in Chicago, and he was a member of the 
American Institute of Architects.65  Huszagh practiced after World 
War II, forming a partnership with his son Ralph C. when he too 
graduated from Cornell, in 1949.66 The firm was called Huszagh & 
Associates. Ralph D. Huszagh died on March 14, 1977. 
 
The training that Huszagh and Hill received at Cornell’s school of architecture, which was 
formed in 1896, was based on Beaux Arts principles, where design was seen as an art form.67 
The Beaux Arts curriculum evolved from formal French classicism that was taught at the Ecole 
des Beaux Arts in Paris. Historical models were studied. The focus of Beaux Arts training was 
on the synthesis of architectural styles and elaborate architectural detailing. Introduction of color 
was common. Beaux Arts buildings tended to be imposing.  
 
The practice of Huszagh & Hill was prolific and the firm designed many distinguished buildings. 
These included the French Revival 1540 North Lake Shore Drive, the Spanish Revival style 
Aragon Ballroom at 100 West Lawrence and the Renaissance Revival apartment house at 210 
East Pearson Street in Chicago68 as well as the Wilton Hotel at 1039-53 West Lawrence  in the 
Venetian Gothic style and the Art Deco New Lawrence Hotel.  The firm designed a four story 

 
61 “Decorative Brick in a Chicago Suburb.” House & Garden (October, 1929): 119. 
62 Plate 120. The Architectural Forum. November, 1929, 511-12. 
63 “House of Mrs. Henrietta Huszagh, Winnetka, IL, 1929, Lithograph, Huszagh & Hill,” The American 

Architect, https://www.stcroixarchitecture.com/products/house-of-mrs-henrietta-huszagh-winnetka-il-1929-
lithograph-huszagh-hill 

64  Emery Stanford Hall, ed. Handbook for Architects and Builders. Chicago: Illinois Society of Architects, 
1923: 39. 

65 Ibid., 1931-32: 105.  
66 Following World War II, Boyd Hill ran the Chicago Tribune Prize Home Context and later built a 

number of houses in Lake Forest, where he lived.  
67 “History of the Department of Architecture/Cornell AAP” 

https://aap.cornell.edu/academics/architecture/about/history, accessed December 30, 2020. 
68 This biographical information was taken from notes in the collection of the Winnetka Historical Society. 

 

Ralph Huszagh, 1929 
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addition to the 1924 Bridgeview Bank Building at 4753 N. Broadway. Huszagh designed 
Blackstone Hall at the University of Chicago and Indiana limestone store buildings at 4800 and 
6400 Sheridan Road on the north side of Chicago. Both as a firm and individually, Huszagh and 
Hill designed buildings in a variety of revival styles. 
 
The 17-story apartment building at 1540 Lake Shore Drive, at the south end of Lincoln Park was 
included in Baird & Warner’s folio, Portfolio of Fine Apartment homes, published in 1928.69. It 
was subsequently featured in Chicago Apartments: A Century of Lakefront Luxury.70 This red 
brick building with limestone trim, which contains two apartments to a floor is crowned by a 
steep  hipped roof with similar proportions to the lakefront house that Huszagh designed for his 
parents. Although eclectic in its classical and medieval details, the design evokes a French 
chateau.  
 
The firm, also designed a number of buildings on the North Shore, where their practice was 
largely residential. The Winnetka Historical Society maintains a partial list of projects by Ralph 
Huszagh. It includes commercial buildings at 545-551 Lincoln and 596-612 Lincoln although 
most of the buildings cited are residential. They range from 1925 to 1967 and reflect designs in a 
number of styles including Colonial Revival, Mediterranean, Tudor Revival and French Revival. 
Five on the list have been demolished. Both his own house, which he shared with his wife 
Marjorie Wickett Huszagh, children and two servants at 204 Fuller Lane71 and the house he 
designed at 1161 Spruce Street feature a prominent steeply-pitched hip roof. This seems to be a 
signature feature of Huszagh’s French-inspired houses.  
  
Ralph Huszagh’s architecture was published in a 64-page monograph on the work of Huszagh & 
Hill that was published in 1927.  It features several Winnetka houses including his own house at 
204 Fuller Lane and his parents’ house at 203 Sheridan Road. Four buildings by Huszagh & Hill 
were selected for inclusion in the Chicago Historic Resource Survey. These were 1540 N. Lake 
Shore Drive, 1020 and 1039 W. Lawrence Avenue and 210 East Pearson Street.72 
 
There is a large collection of architectural records for buildings by Boyd Hill or Huszagh & Hill 
at the Chicago History Museum. These include 80 job files of drawings, 60 photographs and one 
box of photographs and photostats. The information included records on the firm’s major 
buildings private residences in the northern suburbs.73  
 
 
 

 
69 Portfolio of Fine Apartment homes, Chicago: Baird & Warner, 1928. 

https://www.invaluable.com/auction-lot/chicago-baird-warner-portfolio-of-fine-apartment--109-c-8c10138e9e, 
accessed December 30, 2020. 

70 Neil Harris, Chicago Apartments: A Century of Lakefront Luxury (New York: Acanthus Press, 2004), 
220. 

71 1930 U.S. Federal Census, Ancestry.com 
72 Chicago Historic Resources Survey: An Inventory of Architecturally and Historically Significant 

Structures: Chicago: Commission on Chicago Landmarks and the Chicago Department of Planning and 
Development and Planning, 1996. IV-14. 

73 “Architectural Records for Buildings by Boyd Hill or Huszagh & Hill.” Chicago History Museum. 
https://explore.chicagocollections.org/marcxml/chicagohistory/30/p844q35/, accessed December 30, 2020. 
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Albert Richard Belrose (1923 – 2012) 
Albert Belrose designed the 1976 remodel of the rear entry stairs, addition of the balcony on the 
second floor rear and the sauna in the basement. Belrose was born on November 20, 1923 of 
Jewish immigrant parents and raised in the Austin neighborhood of Chicago. He attended Austin 
High School and in 1942 he lived with his father Ben at 5301 W. Jackson Boulevard in 
Chicago.74 He received his master’s degree in architecture from Harvard when Walter Gropius 
was dean, and worked in the firm of Perkins and Will before he formed his own firm, Albert R. 
Belrose & Associates. On September 8, 1951 he married Natalie Kaufman. He designed the Carl 
Kaufmann House in Aurora, Illinois in 1956, 871 Marion Avenue in Highland Park, known as 
the “House in the Garden,” the Malibu East condominium tower at 6007 N. Sheridan Road in 
Chicago in 1969, the Abe A. Brown House in River Forest in 1957, and a modernist house in 
Oak Park, Illinois in 1962.75  
 
Belrose designed the Beth Torah synagogue, 9200 S. Vanderpoel Avenue in Chicago in 1968 
(demolished, 1974).76 In 1960 his office was at 5611 W. Chicago Avenue in Chicago. He died on 
June 10,  2012. He was a member of the American Institute of Architects from 1978 – 1991.77  
 
Fred Polito 
Fred Polito designed and built the porch 1983 addition on the rear of the building. Mr. Polito 
graduated from New Trier High School, and received a Bachelor’s degree in architecture from 
the University of Illinois in 1970. He was licensed to practice in Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin. 
He began his practice, Fred Polito Architect, in 1974, and is currently listed at 1544 Shermer 
Road in Northbrook, Illinois. According to the company website, Polito designed many 
residential buildings, including new residences and additions, along the North Shore of Chicago, 
and all over the country, as well as commercial buildings throughout Illinois and Indiana. Mr. 
Polito is also an accomplished sketch artist.78 He retired from the practice of architecture two 
years ago.79 
 
Fred D. Polito was the son of architect Frank Polito, who designed many local area schools and 
was acknowledged as an authority on school design and construction. Frank Polito was born in 

 
74 “Albert Belrose, U.S. World War II Draft Cards, Ancestry.com. 
75 The Carl Kaufmann House, https://www.aurora-il.org/488/The-Carl-Kaufmann-House-1956, 871 Marion 

Avenue, Highland Park, https://tour.vht.com/70081714/871-marion-avenue-highland-park-il-60035, accessed 
December 31, 2020; Dennis Rodkin, “In a Modernist Mood – Oak Park,” Crain’s Chicago Business, July 30, 2009, 
https://www.chicagomag.com/real-estate/july-2009/in-a-modernist-mood-mdashoak-park/, accessed December 30, 
2020; Oak Park: Pleasant Home Foundation’s Fall House Tour Highlights the 1950s, 
https://www.oakpark.com/News/Articles/9-30-2014/Oak-Park:-Pleasant-Home-Foundation's-fall-house-tour-
highlights-the-1950s/, accessed December 31, 2020. 

76 “Beth Torah Congregation Breaks Ground,” The Economist, August 14, 1960; Errol Magidson, “Beth 
Torah: the Congregation that Held Services in a Castle,” https://chicagosonlycastle.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/01/Errol-CJH-4-2014.pdf, accessed January 1, 2021; “Congregation to Dedicate Temple Site,” 
Chicago Tribune, April 5, 1959; “The Beth Torah Synagogue,” The Beverly Review, October 14, 2015, 
https://www.beverlyreview.net/image_e688b28a-71af-11e5-acfe-a7554d405ef5.html, accessed January 1, 2021.  

77 Albert Richard Belrose, AIA Historical Directory of American Architects, 
https://aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/pages/35831176/ahd1002955, accessed January 1, 
2021.  

78 Fred Polito Architect, https://sites.google.com/site/fredpolitoarch/home, accessed on October 7, 2020. 
79 Interview with Fred Polito, October 7, 2020. 
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Hurley, Wisconsin, in 1908, and graduated from the Illinois Institute of Technology. He was a 
member of the American Institute of Architects. Frank Polito designed the house at 545 Oak 
Street in Winnetka in the late 1930s, listed on the National Register of Historic Places. He died at 
59 years of age in Evanston.80 
 

 
Builders of 203 Sheridan Road 

William Salinen original construction – No information was found concerning this builder. 
 
Cornell & Fornell 1976 remodel – No information was found concerning this builder.  
 

Landmark Status of the Property 
The house located at 203 Sheridan Road is not listed on the National Register of Historic Places, 
either individually or within a historic district. It is not a Winnetka Landmark, and was not 
identified as part of the Illinois Historic Structures Survey conducted between 1971 and 1975. 
The property was not surveyed as part of the 1990 Survey of Winnetka performed by Susan 
Benjamin. 
 

Evaluation of Historic Significance 
The building at 203 Sheridan Road has historic significance because it was designed by the 
distinguished and prolific architect Ralph Huszagh, when he was with the firm of Huszagh & 
Hill, and because Huszagh designed the house for his parents. 203 Sheridan Road is not far from 
where Huszagh and his family lived in a house he designed, and not far from another house 
where his brother lived, also designed by Huszagh. While Huszagh’s father died before moving 
in to 203 Sheridan, his mother lived in it, and after she could no longer live there, Huszagh 
continued to own it until around the time she died. Subsequent owners, while all successful and 
accomplished, didn’t live in the house for very long, and many rented the house to tenants. 
 
Arch and Ora Anderson lived in the house from approximately 1933 – 1936 while Arch was vice 
president of the Continental Illinois National Bank and Trust company in Chicago, in charge of 
all of the bank’s business west of the Mississippi River, before moving to California. Ronald 
Monroe rented the house from 1937 – 1941 while he was vice-president of the Utilities Power & 
Light Corporation of Chicago, before moving to Pennsylvania and later New York. Gladys 
Gilliland was a socialite and her stepson John L. Grant, Jr. was the wealthy grandson of James F. 
Meagher, former president of the People’s Gas, Light and Coke Company. They rented the house 
from approximately 1942 until 1950, but Gladys lived primarily in Florida and John L. Grant, Jr. 
was in the service and it is not known if he returned to live in the house after the war was over. 
 
Owner George Hayes was the president of the Marshall Field Educational Corporation. He and 
his wife owned the house from 1952 – 1970, but George died in 1957 and the house was rented 
from at least 1964 through 1969 to Roger and Ruth Bensinger. Roger was vice-president of the 
Brunswick Corporation and Ruth was an active charitable fundraiser. Jerry Ganz was the 
chairman and CEO of Gateway Industries, and is credited with inventing and marketing the 
retractable seatbelt. He and his wife Peggy owned the home from 1970 – 1974, but they may 
have rented the house to J.T. Raffaldini, a parent of Jay and Barbara Raffaldini, owners of the 

 
80 “Architect of Area Schools, Frank Polito Dead at 59,” Berwyn Life, April 12, 1967. 
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Raffaldini Winery in North Carolina. The people that lived in the house the longest were Drs. 
Fabian and Stavrula Gotsis. The Gotsis family lived at 203 Sheridan Road for almost 40 years. 
Both medical doctors, Dr. Stavrula Gotsis was a remarkable woman -- one of the first female 
plastic reconstructive surgeons in the State of Illinois. 
 

Evaluation of Architectural Significance 
The house at 203 Sheridan Road is architecturally significant as exemplifying French Revival 
architecture. Compared to Tudor and Colonial Revival, there are relatively few French Revival 
style houses in Winnetka. Those that exist, however, whether large or small, are high-style 
examples and tend to be significant, without alterations that detract from the stylistic significance 
of the house. Some of the French Revival houses are of the towered variety, some symmetrical, 
and some, like 203 Sheridan Road, have an irregular footprint. The house at 203 Sheridan Road 
is a fine example of the more irregularly-shaped French Revival houses. 
 
203 Sheridan Road is also significant because of its association with Ralph Huszagh, who 
created stately French houses, many with steep, prominent hipped roofs. Huszagh clearly favored 
French Revival architecture. He selected the style for his own house and that for his parents. 
French houses have a strong street presence and all things French have been admired over the 
years—in architecture, the decorative arts and in cooking. Huszagh was a talented architect and 
skillfully interpreted the style. His design and photographs of the house were published in The 
American Architect in 1929. 
 
In the Henrietta Huszagh House, Huszagh applied his design skills, particularly on the exterior 
and, evident on the interior, in the entrance hall. The rest of the interior appears surprisingly 
simple, not evidencing the expected level of detail associated with French architecture. However, 
permits in the file and newspaper articles that reference the interior of the building suggest that 
there were changes to the interior of the house, and those changes likely consisted of removal of 
historic features. That said, the house has considerable architectural significance as a creatively-
designed example of French Revival architecture. It is a house that was designed by a skilled 
architect who favored the style. Its massing, combination of materials (showcasing the 
characteristic texture of brick, stone and wrought iron) and attention to detail on the exterior are 
beautifully executed. Though set back from the street, its view from Sheridan Road is an 
important part of the historic views enjoyed by riders along this pleasure drive. The placement of 
the house on its lot is an important attribute of its significance. 
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Attachment A.  
Exterior Photographs of 203 Sheridan Road 
  

 
West elevation 

 

Front entry 
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Wall at northwest corner of house Steps to back yard, north elevation, 
looking east 
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East elevation 

Northwest elevation 
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East elevation 

 

East elevation, looking northwest 
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South side of 1983 porch addition on east elevation 

 
East elevation, south side 
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East elevation, south side, 1976 balcony addition 

 
South gate, separating back yard 
from front yard looking west 

South gate, looking east, marked “1977” 
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South Elevation 

 

Gate, steps to beach 
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Attachment B. Interior Photographs of 203 Sheridan Road 
  

 
Front entrance hall, looking east 

 
Front entrance hall, looking west 

 
Front entrance hall, looking east to kitchen 

 
Stairs to second floor 
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View of stairs from second floor Chandelier 

Front entry hall corbel View from front entry hall to living room 
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Living room looking north 

Living room looking southeast 

 

Living room view to dining room, sun porch, looking southeast 
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Living room looking southwest 

 

Living room fireplace 
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Sun porch looking west to living room 

Sun porch looking west to living room 

Sun porch looking east  
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Dining room looking southeast, sun porch on right 

Dining room looking northwest toward living room, hall on right 
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Dining room east wall, kitchen on left 

Dining room north wall, living room, hall on left, kitchen on right 
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Kitchen, south wall Kitchen, north wall 

Kitchen, west wall, looking through 
hall to door to front entry hall 

View from kitchen to 1983 porch 
addition, looking northeast 
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View from kitchen to porch addition 
looking southeast 

Porch addition looking sout 

Porch addition, south side 
 looking east 

Porch addition, north side 
 looking east 
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Porch addition north side, north wall looking northeast 

Porch addition looking west toward kitchen 
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Second floor hall looking south Bedroom 1 looking southeast 

Bathroom 1 Bathroom 1 tub 
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Master bedroom, looking northwest 

Master bedroom, looking southeast 

Master bedroom, looking northeast 
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Bedroom 2, looking southeast Bathroom 2 

  

Bedroom 3 east wall View from bedroom 3 balcony 
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View from bedroom 3 to bedroom 1 
looking southwest  

View from bedroom 3 to bedroom 4 
looking northeast 

View from bedroom 4 windows looking east 
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Second floor hall, looking north Second floor back stairs, looking north 

First floor back stairs, looking north 

Basement, east wall 
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Attachment C. Select Research 

1. 1938 Sanborn Map  

 

Winnetka Historical Society 
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2. U.S. Geographic Information Survey Map 
  

 

Winnetka Historical Society 
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3. Plat of Survey  
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4. Real estate Listings 

 
  

 

 

Real Estate Listing, 1950 Winnetka Historical Society 

Real Estate Listing, c. 1969 – 1970 Winnetka Historical Society 
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Real Estate Listing, c. 1968 - 1969 Winnetka Historical Society 

Real Estate Listing, c. 1968 - 1969 Winnetka Historical Society 
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Undated photographs of 203 Sheridan Road from Real Estate Listings 
 Winnetka Historical Society 
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Real Estate Listing, c. 1967 – 1968, Winnetka Historical Society 

Real Estate Listing, c. 1970, Winnetka Historical Society 
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Undated photographs from Real Estate Listings, Winnetka Historical Society 
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Real Estate Listing, c. 1970 – 1971, Winnetka Historical Society 
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5. Articles 
Ralph D. Huszagh 

 
  

 

Chicago Tribune, October 23, 1950 

 

Chicago Tribune, March 16, 1977 
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Chicago Tribune, September 27, 1925 
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Chicago Tribune, February 25, 1967 

Chicago Tribune, January 12, 1936 
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Chicago Tribune, February 24, 1958 
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Albert R. Belrose 
  

 

 

Chicago Tribune, February 24, 1957 

Chicago Tribune, June 10, 2012 
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Southtown Economist, August 14, 1960 
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Arch W. Anderson 
  

 

 

Los Angeles Times, September 16, 1946 

 

California Eagle,  
December 28, 1939 
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Ronald R. Monroe 
  

 
The Philadelphia Inquirer, December 14, 1958 
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George Miller Hayes 
Adeline Z. Hayes 
  

 

 
Messenger-Inquirer (Owensboro, Kentucky), 
October 11, 1957 

 
Chicago Tribune, June 2, 1955 
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Roger G. and Ruth Bensinger 

LPC - 203 Sheridan - Page 69



 67 

  

 
Chicago Tribune, October 11, 1964 
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Chicago Tribune, January 25, 1967 
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Dr. Stavrula Gotsis 
  

 

Chicago Tribune, October 28, 2016 
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6. Permits 
  

 

July 21, 1932  
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Original construction permit, June 24, 1925 
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Correspondence concerning State permit to construct steel jetty, 1955 
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May 28, 1970 
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June 1, 1976 
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November 10, 1983 
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7. Table of partial list of projects designed by Ralph Huszagh  

  

 Winnetka Historical Society 
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                                           205 Sheridan Road 
       The Raymond and Vera Britz House 

                                                             “Shore-Winds” 
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                                              205 Sheridan Road81 
                             The Raymond and Vera Britz House 

               “Shore-Winds” 
 

Constructed in 1957 
with alterations in 1993 

Designed by Harry N. Johnson 
 

Property Index Number: 
05-21-412-017-0000 

 
Ownership History of the Land Parcel 

 
The legal description of the property is:  
 
Lot 1 and Lot 2 in Britz’s Resubdivision of Lot 11 in R. Williamson’s Sheridan Road 
Subdivision of part of Lots 2, 3, and 4 of Simon and Others Subdivision of parts of Fractional 
Southeast ¼ Section 21, and part of the fractional Southwest ¼ of Section 22, Township 42 
North, Range 13, East of the Third Principal Meridian, according to Plat thereof recorded 
January 6, 1972 as document 21768877. 
 

Historic Owners of the Property 
Property Owners Approximate Period of Ownership 

Raymond and Vera Britz 1957 - 1992 
Robert and Sharlene Britz 1993 - 2020 

 
 

Owners of the Land Parcel and 205 Sheridan Road82 
 
Raymond and Vera Tupper-White Melin Britz  
Resided in the home from 1957 – 1992 
 
Raymond Britz (1904 – 1975) 
Raymond was born in 1904 in Illinois. In 1930 he lived at 6326 Artesian Avenue in Chicago, and  
worked as a salesman/driver for a dairy. By 1940, he rented a home at 2215 Foster Avenue with 
his first wife Josephine O. Britz, and their daughter Marilyn and twins Robert and Donna. He 
was a foreman at a milk distribution center.83 On October 16, 1940, he registered for the draft, 

 
81 The street address for the property is recorded with the Cook County Clerk’s Office as 209 Sheridan 

Road, Winnetka, http://www.ccrecorder.org/parcels/show/parcel_title/385469/. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the 
Cook County Clerk’s Office was closed during this project. Researching the chain of title for this property was 
limited to reviewing the permit files for the Village of Winnetka and online searches. 

82 Due to the closure of the Cook County Clerk’s Office, researching the chain of title prior to 1990 was 
limited to permits from the Village of Winnetka address files, telephone directories and other information provided 
by the Winnetka Historical Society, and online searches. 

83 1930, 1940 U.S. Federal Census, Ancestry.com. The 1929 R.L. Polk’s Directory for Evanston, Illinois 
lists Raymond N. Britz as a salesman for the Wieland Dairy Co, 2221 Ridge Avenue, Evanston.  
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and indicated that he worked for Prudential Life Insurance Company.84 It is not known when 
Raymond Britz began working for Industrial Gas Engineering Company, but he eventually 
became president. Raymond Britz died in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida on January 11, 1975.85 
 
Vera Tupper-White Melin Britz (1897? - 1992)  
Vera’s parents were Emily and Frank Tupper-White. Her father was an architect. In 1920, she 
lived with her parents at 4863 N. Paulina Street in Chicago. She was born in England and 
emigrated to the United States in 1905. In 1930, she lived at 7064 Greenview Avenue with her 
first husband Eugene. She was unemployed. By1940, she was widowed and lived with her sister 
Olive Aby at 5400 Lakewood Avenue in Evanston. She worked as a secretary for the Industrial 
Gas Engineering Company.86 While living in Winnetka with her second husband Raymond Britz, 
she was active in the Republican Party and president of the Fifty Club.87 Vera Britz died in 
Evanston Hospital on September 23, 1992.88 
 
Robert and his first wife Josephine divorced sometime between 1940 and 1949 and Josephine 
moved to California.89 No records were found for their divorce; however, Josephine later married 
a man named Harold Magee of Montrose, California.90 Additionally, no information was found 
for Raymond’s subsequent marriage to Vera Tupper-White Melin, but newspaper articles from 
Chicago refer to Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Britz as early as 1952. In December of 1956, when they 
applied for a permit to build the house at 205 Sheridan Road in Winnetka, they were living at 
1531 Touhy Avenue in Chicago. They were members of the Michigan Shores Club in Wilmette. 
Raymond and Vera also had a home at 3900 N. Ocean Drive, in Lauderdale-By-the-Sea, Florida,  
where he and Vera spent their winters. They were members of the Coral Ridge Yacht Club and 
sponsors of the Oral School and the Opera Society, all in Fort Lauderdale. 
  
Industrial Gas Engineering is one of the oldest family owned high temperature fan companies in 
the country, founded in 1924. Located in Westmont, Illinois, IGE manufactures and repairs high 
temperature manufacturing blowers and fan equipment.91 Kaybee Engineering Company was 
located in Westmont, and was part of the Electrical Products Manufacturing Industry.92 The two 
companies are now merged. IGE has between 11-50 employees and is a privately held concern.  
 
 

 
84 U.S. World War II Draft Cards, 1940 – 1947, Ancestry.com. 
85 “Britz,” [obit.] Ft. Lauderdale News, January 14, 1975. 
86 1940 U.S. Federal Census, Ancestry.com. 
87 Chicago Tribune, December 6, 1959; Chicago Tribune, December 13, 1959;  Chicago Tribune, June 12, 

1960; “Vera Melin Britz, Winnetka Talk, September 23, 1992. 
88 “Britz,” [obit.], Chicago Tribune, September 25, 1992. 
89 “White-Britz,” Chicago Tribune, November 13, 1949. 
90 “News of Troths Steals Spotlight,” Los Angeles Evening Citizen News (Hollywood, California), March 

25, 1958. 
91 Industrial Gas Engineering, https://igefans.com/about-ige/; Industrial Heating, Industrial Gas 

Engineering, https://www.industrialheating.com/directories/2743-aftermarket-training-consulting-
directory/listing/6769-industrial-gas-engineering; Industrial Gas Engineering Co., Inc., Bloomberg, 
https://www.bloomberg.com/profile/company/0035753D:US, accessed December 15, 2020. 

92 “Kaybee Engineering Company, Incorporated, Company Profile,” Dun & Bradstreet, 
https://www.dnb.com/business-directory/company-
profiles.kaybee_engineering_company.fa4ba3ec9bc3ce0792b1d618c1d9fb2d.html, accessed December 15, 2020. 
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Robert N. and Sharlene Wisehaupt Britz 
Resided in the home from 1993 – 2020 
 
Robert Norman Britz (1935 - ) 
Sharlene Esther Wisehaupt Britz (abt 1935 - ) 
 
Robert R. Britz was born in August, 1935 in Illinois, the son of Raymond and Josephine Britz, 
and twin brother of Donna Britz. After Raymond’s and Josephine’s divorce, Josephine and the 
children moved to California. Robert graduated from Pasadena High School, Pasadena City 
College and, with a degree in industrial engineering, from the University of Southern California 
in 1958. He was a charter member of the American Institute for Industrial Engineers. Robert and 
Sharlene Wisehaupt married on June 27, 1959 in Los Angeles, California. Sharlene graduated 
from Marshall High School,  the Brown School for Girls in California, and the University of 
Southern California.93  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is not known when Robert and Sharlene moved from California to Illinois, however they 
assumed ownership of the house at 205 Sheridan in 1993. They evidently maintained a home in 
California, because they have been generous patrons of the arts, sponsoring the McCallum 
Theatre in Palm Springs California for many years. Currently, Robert is the president and CEO 

 
93 “Miss Wisehaupt Becomes Bride,” Los Angeles Evening News, June 30, 1959. 

Vera and Sharlene Britz 
Ft. Lauderdale News, April 3, 1983 
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of Industrial Gas Engineering Company, Inc., and their daughter Juliene Britz is the CFO. 
Juliene graduated from Northwestern University with a B.S. in Political Science and Sociology 
in 1994 and from the Northwestern University School of Law in 1997. She has worked at IGE 
since she graduated from law school in 1997.94  
 
 

Narrative Description of the Property, including Alterations 
 
Building permits for 205 Sheridan Road that were found at the Village of Winnetka are attached 
in the appendix and the most significant permits are listed in the table below.  
PERMIT DATE OWNER ACTION ARCHITECT OR 

BUILDER 
July 21, 1932 Mrs. H.W. Young Construct an 

accessory building 
(bath house) 

Mrs. H.W. Young 

December 7, 1956 Raymond and Vera 
Britz 

Construct split-level 
single family 
dwelling 

Harry N. Johnson 

April 14, 1993 Sharlene and Robert 
L. Britz 

Construct attached 4-
car garage, expand 
bedroom wing, 
rehabilitate existing 
bathrooms 

Hazlett Associates 

May 20, 1993 Sharlene and Robert 
L. Britz 

Construct pillars   

September 1, 1998 Sharlene and Robert 
L. Britz 

Construct patio, 
fountain 

Ruffalo, Inc.  

 
The earliest permit found in the permit file at the Village of Winnetka is dated July 21, 1932, and 
allowed owner Mrs. H.W. Young to construct a bath house on the property. No information was 
found on this owner, and the structure is no longer extant.  
 

Physical Description of the House 
 
The Raymond and Vera Britz House is a large home located on a beautiful lot overlooking Lake 
Michigan. The property is entered through two pairs of square brick posts topped by lanterns. 
“SHORE-WINDS”  is etched in a stone band on one of the posts. There is a wrought iron gate 
with a geometric post attached to  one of the posts. The house is long and low with broad 
overhangs. On the exterior there are no historic references, no applied ornament. Geometry 
governs the design. There is considerable attention to detail, with meticulous wire-brushed long, 
narrow bricks—with recessed horizontal joints. Window muntins in the groups of front windows 
recall the muntin configurations found on Prairie Style houses. This may be a later alteration as 
Neo-Prairie houses became popular in the 1980s and ‘90s. Despite the general informality of the 
ranch house configuration and the spareness of detailing, there is focus on a formal front 

 
94 “Juliene Britz,” Linkedin, https://www.linkedin.com/in/juliene-britz-878a6a13/, accessed January 1, 

2021.  
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entrance. It has a more massive presence than the rest of the house, with a pair of doors with 
square glass openings, flanked by narrow glass sidelights, set under a projecting portico with a 
hip roof supported by two massive brick piers. The back of the house stands two storied with a 
center section that has four pairs of doors opening onto a deck over an enclosed projecting porch. 
This center area is flanked by two projecting wings with picture windows on both floors. 
Numerous contemporary houses include picture windows, which consist of a single fixed pane 
flanked by operable side windows—a variation on the Chicago windows that characterize the 
city’s early skyscrapers. Vast expanses of glass open the house up to the home’s landscaped yard 
the views of Lake Michigan. 
 
The interior of the house reflects contemporary informal living—with a focus on entertaining.  
Yet, it also has some surprising decorative elements that are not modern, a nod to the traditional. 
Entry into the house is into an interior vestibule with split stairs that extend upstairs to the living 
area and downstairs to the recreation area. At the top of the staircase is a balustrade of filigreed 
wrought iron work. Decorative wrought iron in a leafy pattern frames the  entrance into a vast 
living room measuring approximately 30’ X 60.” Beyond are pairs of doors leading to an exterior 
deck. There is no dining room, only a dining area on one side of the living room. This kind of 
open plan is typically found in post-World War II houses, just not on this vast scale. One wing 
flanking the living room contains bedrooms, the other contains the kitchen and service area. 
Although the house is contemporary in plan, the interior decorating is not modern. There is 
patterned wallpaper in the hallway, crystal chandeliers and sconces and Rococo finishes on the 
bedroom closets. The master bedroom has a fireplace with a marble mantel; the living room 
fireplace has a wood mantel, flanked by mirrored walls. The bathroom in the bedroom wing is 
unique—with undulating glass block walls, forest green tiles and counters, a TV at the end of the 
bathtub, sections with toilets and a wall with three sinks that have decorative ceramic bowls and 
golden fixtures. The simplicity associated with contemporary architecture of the period is absent. 
The front staircase splits and leads to the lower level. The stairway has wood wainscot topped by 
wallpaper that mimics a decorative pattern in the iron railing. At one landing is a mirrored wall 
in a marble pattern with filigreed hanging lights over a planter with plastic plants. The 
downstairs area contains a paneled recreation room with a stone fireplace wall and a prominent 
bar. It also contains an opening for a projector (located in the adjacent office) so that movies 
could be shown in the room—a first generation home theater. Beyond is the enclosed porch that 
leads outside to the terrace, yard and beach. Areas of the lower level have whimsical wallpaper, 
some with a French look, some with an Italian theme. A paneled office and guest suite, including 
a bathroom with salmon-colored tile, is found at one end of the rec room; another bedroom, a 
kitchen (complete with a stove with pull-out burners) and a laundry room are located on the 
other.  
 
Picture windows look out onto the landscaped rear yard and Lake Michigan. There is a terrace at 
the rear with two curving stone walls flanking a granite circular fountain that contains a star-
shape pattern in the stone. Like most houses of the period, the outside living area is at the rear. 
The landscape treatments, however, are more elaborate, as befits a home of this size at such a 
stunning location. 
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What sets this contemporary house apart from others is its integrity. It is a step back in time and 
documenting its style as it reflects mid-century living is important to understanding the culture of 
the period. 
 
Architects of 203 Sheridan Road: 
 
Harry N. Johnson (1899 – 1989) 
Harry Nels Johnson was born on December 3, 1899.95 In 1940, he lived with his parents at 4850 
N. Winchester Avenue in Chicago. His parents Nels and Alma Johnson were born in Sweden. 
His father was a plasterer and contractor and Harry was listed as working as an architect in his 
own business, after graduating from high school without having attended college.96 During 
World War II he served with the Seabees in Alaska and Guam. As a resident, he served as the 
grand marshall of the Memorial Day parade in Glenview, Illinois for many years.97 He died on 
April 5, 1989, and was survived by his wife, Blanche Foege Johnson. 
 
He worked on the Edgewater Beach Hotel and Edgewater Beach Apartments, so he may have 
worked as a draftsman for Benjamin Marshall. He subsequently designed contemporary 
residential buildings in Chicago and the northern suburbs, including many residential buildings 
in Skokie. He also designed 6046 N. Francisco in 1947 and 7631 N. Sheridan Road in 1967, both 
in Chicago, and 660 Linden in Lake Forest, which was the subject of a lengthy article in the 
Chicago Tribune.98 He retired as an architect in 1988 after sixty years of practice.99 His 
contemporary residential designs reflect the time period and many are extant. It is not known 
why Raymond and Vera Britz chose Harry Johnson to design their home at 205 Sheridan Road.  
 
Hazlett Associates 
In 1993, an addition was designed by Hazlett Associates. A four-car the house at 205 Sheridan 
Road was added, the bedroom wing was expanded and the bathrooms were renovated. Ken 
Hazlett LLC is located at 609 Dempster Street in Evanston. The firm has operated for over thirty 
years designing, building and renovating residential buildings along the North Shore and in the 
Lincoln Park neighborhood.  
 
Kenneth S. Hazlett, architect and president, graduated from IIT with a bachelor of architecture 
and attended the Princeton University Graduate School of Architecture. He was a founding 
partner of Exedra Books, Inc., an architectural book dealer and coeditor of a new edition of Karl 
Freidrich Schinkel’s “Collection of Architectural Designs,” Ken was also a founding member of 
New Palladio Group LLC, a prominent residential development firm that designed residential 
buildings in the North Shore and Chicago, now dissolved. He is the primary architect for Ken 
Hazlett LLC and lives in Lake Forest. 
 
Builders of 205 Sheridan Road: 
Charles Sunny, Evanston, Illinois – no information was found on this builder. 

 
95 “Harry N. Johnson,” 1900 U.S. Federal Census, World War II Draft Card, Ancestry.com. 
96 Ibid. 
97 Harry N. Johnson,” [obit.], Chicago Tribune, April 8, 1989. 
98 Elena Krautter, “Of, By, and For Family,” Chicago Tribune, July 6, 1963 
99Johnson, Chicago Tribune obituary. 
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Contemporary Architecture 

After 1945, when World War II ended, the country experienced an enormous residential building 
boom. There was an unprecedented demand for housing as GI’s returned and settled down to 
raise families. At the same time, as mass housing was being constructed by major development 
companies, architect-designed single-family homes were also being built. Initially, housing on a 
large scale was influenced by traditional styles, especially colonial architecture; Cape Cods were 
blanketing the country. 
 
As the 1950s dawned, houses unincumbered by historical influences were built. Many  tended to 
be long and low with broad overhangs, recalling the Prairie Style houses of Frank Lloyd Wright 
and his Usonian houses, built of wood, brick and glass from 1936 through his death in 1959. 
These homes, with few traditional references, were promoted in shelter magazines like House 
Beautiful. Casual lifestyles were embraced in these informally planned homes. Both their design 
and the lifestyle they embodied were described as “contemporary,” i.e., “of their time.” The more 
high-style houses with vast expanses of glass, flat roofs and crisp geometric lines —sometime 
constructed of steel and glass, were touted as “modern.”  
 
Contemporary houses of the 1950s stood a single story or were split-levels. They could be large, 
like the Britz House, but they were not pretentious or formal. They were about casual living and 
embraced fun and recreation. Indoor-outdoor living was a given. Small houses had patios; larger 
houses had terraces, decks and inviting landscape features. Households with children were child-
centered. Families without children or with older children often incorporated large entertainment 
areas. 
 

Landmark Status of the Property 
The house located at 205 Sheridan Road is not listed on the National Register of Historic Places, 
either individually or within a historic district. It is not a Winnetka Landmark, and was not 
identified as part of the Illinois Historic Structures Survey conducted between 1971 and 1975. 
The property was not surveyed as part of the 1990 Survey of Winnetka by Susan Benjamin.  
 

Evaluation of Historic Significance 
The building at 205 Sheridan Road has little historic significance. Its two owners - a couple, and 
their son and his wife -  while successful and accomplished, are not particularly noteworthy 
distinguished among other Winnetka residents. These owners maintained or maintain homes 
outside of Winnetka and spend a considerable amount of time outside of the state. The 
significance of the house at 205 Sheridan Road lies in its architecture. 

 
Evaluation of Architectural Significance 

The Contemporary house designed for Raymond and Vera Britz, is one of many thoughtfully-
designed Contemporary houses in Winnetka. These houses gain significance because of their 
attention to scale and proportion and their handling of materials. They don’t rely on any 
association with traditional architecture. Though architecturally interesting, the exterior of the 
Raymond and Vera Britz House is not among the most skillfully-designed Contemporary houses 
in the Village. Its entrance portico is out of scale with the remainder of the house. Its use of 
materials, however, is unusual—with wire-brushed brick and recessed horizontal joints, 
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reinforcing the home’s horizontal orientation and broad horizontal overhangs.  Like the house at 
203, its siting is also significant, placed toward the rear of the lot. The interior of the house, 
though more eclectic than the exterior because of its decorative French details, is significant as 
representing the informal cultural of the mid-century life style.  
 
The Britz House was built for informal entertaining—with a very large living/dining room and 
several rooms that open onto terraces and balconies, embracing indoor-outdoor living. The 
lower- level recreation room, with a prominent bar and the ability to show movies reflects the 
fun of 1950s living. The house, with its original decorating, is a time warp. Despite additions at 
the rear, the interior is virtually unaltered and the home’s design is a step back in time. 
 

Contemporary Houses in Winnetka 
There are numerous contemporary houses located throughout the village. Some were built west 
of Hibbard Road south of Tower Road, along Elm Street, near Mt. Pleasant and other places in 
the Village where there has been construction since World War II.  They are similar stylistically 
to 205 Sheridan Road, with few if any historical references, broad overhangs and constructed of 
wood, brick and glass. They are ranch houses and split levels—large and small and are an 
integral part of the architectural fabric of the community. The Raymond and Vera Britz House is 
one of many mid-century Contemporary houses, interesting but not especially significant. 
 
*************************************************************************** 
 

Evaluation of Neighborhood and Lakefront Impact 
The historic pattern of houses along the east side of Sheridan Road prior to subdivision and re-
subdivision of property consists of an imposing single family house set back from the road, 
sometimes with a coach house located at Sheridan Road. The removal of the two houses 
proposed for demolition and replacement at 203 and 205 Sheridan Road could potentially have a 
negative effect on the row of historic houses that line the east side of Sheridan Road. The historic 
French Revival House by Ralph Huszagh is set appropriately back, located near the bluff at the 
lakefront, as is the newer contemporary house at 205 Sheridan Road to the north. Breaking that 
rhythm detracts from the historic rhythm of the handsome historic houses. The location of 195 
Sheridan Road, a newer house, breaks this rhythm by its location, closer to Sheridan Road. Its 
scale is not sympathetic to the historic houses that line Sheridan Road. The house that replaces 
the houses currently located at 203 and 205 Sheridan should have a setback that respects the 
rhythm. It also should respect the scale and  proportion of the historic houses on the east side of 
Sheridan Road. 
 
The houses on the west side of Sheridan Road are generally smaller and located on smaller lots. 
They are located closer to the street. The removal of the two houses would not really affect the 
houses across the street because they are considerably different in scale and placement on their 
lots. They represent a variety of historic styles ranging from a remodeled 19th Century upright 
and wing through historical revival houses of the 1920s through the modern and contemporary 
houses popular after World War II. Because of the size of the lots being consolidated on the east 
side of Sheridan Road, there is the potential for the design of the new house to impact the views 
of houses that currently face the park. A new house, set back from the road, with a relatively low 
profile would lessen that impact. 
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Summary Opinion 
The two houses proposed for demolition, at 203 and at 205 Sheridan Road, date from different 
periods. The Henrietta Huszagh House, a French Revival built in 1925, is distinctive and is one 
of many houses built on Sheridan Road in the 1920s. The Contemporary style Raymond and 
Vera Britz House, built in 1957, is being evaluated for its importance because it has architectural 
interest. It makes sense to discuss the significance of both houses together, as they are next door 
to one another.  
 
The French Revival Huszagh house at 203 Sheridan Road is the more significant of the two. It is 
one of fewer and fewer distinguished historic houses dating from the early years of the Twentieth 
Century that can be viewed from driving along Sheridan Road. The Contemporary house, 
although less distinguished architecturally, follows the historic rhythm of houses on land that has 
not been subdivided. There are no houses built between the Britz House and the road. It even has 
gateposts like many of its older, perhaps more significant, counterparts. 
 
Because of the size of property being acquired, a far larger house will certainly be built on the 
site of these two houses and its additional open land to the north. The construction of a home that 
is compatible in scale, materials and setback to the large historic houses along Sheridan Road is 
vital to retaining the enjoyment of a ride north from Chicago along the area’s premier pleasure 
drive. 
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Attachment B.  
Exterior Photographs of 205 Sheridan Road 
  

 

 

West elevation 

South entrance gate 
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North entrance gate “Shore-Winds” 

 
Sculpture, west elevation 
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West elevation, front entry 

 

West elevation, front entry 
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West elevation, south side 

 

West elevation, south side, entrance to mudroom 

 

South elevation looking east, garage on left  
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West elevation, south side 

 

West elevation, south side, entrance to mudroom 

 

South elevation looking east, garage on left  
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South elevation, east side, looking northeast 

 

South elevation, looking northwest 

 

North elevation, looking east 
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North elevation looking west 

 

Sidewalk, north elevation to back yard, looking east 

 
Sculpture, north elevation 
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East elevation 

 

East elevation patio 

 

East elevation, looking north 
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East elevation, second floor view of patio, fountain 
on  

 

East elevation, second floor balcony, looking north 

 

Gate, steps to beach 
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Attachment C. Interior Photos of 205 Sheridan Road  

 

Front entry 

 

Front entry views to living room, looking east 

 

View of front entry from living room, looking west 
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Living room, east wall 

 

Living room, north wall 

 

Dining area, south end of living room  
door to kitchen 
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Kitchen looking west toward hall 
 to mudroom 

 

Kitchen looking east 

 

Kitchen hall mudroom 

LPC - 203 Sheridan - Page 107



 105 

  

 

Master bedroom looking east 

 

Fireplace, door to balcony, master bedroom south wall 

 

Master bedroom north wall 
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Master bedroom closets hall 
to master bath 

 

 

Master bath tub 

Master bath, looking south 

 

 

 

Master bath, looking north 

Master bath shower 

Master bath looking east 
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View from master bedroom to hall 

 

Bedroom 2 looking northwest 

 
Bedroom 3 looking southwest 
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Hall looking south Hall looking north 

Front hall north closet looking west Front hall powder room 
 

Hall from kitchen looking north Stairs to lower level, south of front entry 
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Lower level hall closet Lower level planter box 

Lower level bathroom 

Lower level south bedroom 
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Lower level office, north wall 

Lower level office, east wall 

Lower level office closet opening for movie projector 
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Lower level rec room, porch, looking southeast 

Lower level rec room, porch, looking northeast 

Lower level rec room, looking west 
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Lower level rec room bar, looking south 

 

 

Lower level rec room fireplace, looking north 
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Lower level lighted wall mural 

 

 

Lower level north bedroom, looking northwest 

 

 

Lower level laundry room 
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Lower level kitchen 
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Attachment D. Table of Information for Residences in the Surrounding Neighborhood 
 
ADDRESS DATE ARCHITECT 

OR BUILDER 
STYLE OWNER 

209 Fuller 9/8/1952; 2017 
addition and 
remodel 

Joseph G. Fisher  
Duncan 
Construction Co. 

Neo-Dutch 
Colonial  

W.E. 
Christopher 

234 Sheridan c. 1890; 
extensively 
remodeled 

unknown Upright and 
Wing 

unknown 

232 Sheridan  6/14/1926 Loebl & 
Schlossman 
Randall, Thinnes 
& Randall 

Italian 
Renaissance 
Revival 

Leah White 

228 Sheridan 6/14/1926 Loebl & 
Schlossman 

Italian 
Renaissance 
Revival 

Leah White 

224 Sheridan 6/14/1926 Loebl & 
Schlossman 
Randall, Thinnes 
& Randall 

Italian 
Renaissance 
Revival 

Leah White 

220 Sheridan 3/7/1928 George W. 
Kleiver  
Wm. F. Blodes 

Colonial Revival E.B. Metzel 

206 Sheridan 3/10/1925 Joseph A. 
Nelson 
E. Coulter 
Davies 

Tudor Revival E. Coulter 
Davies 

205 Sheridan 12/7/1956 Harry N. 
Johnson  
Charles Sunny 

Contemporary Raymond and 
Vera Britz 

203 Sheridan 6/24/1925 Huszagh & Hill 
William Salinen 

French Revival Henrietta 
Huszagh 

200 Sheridan 8/28/1947 Lawrence 
Schwall  
North Shore 
Builders 

Colonial Revival North Shore 
Construction Co. 

196 Sheridan 7/26/1958 Henry L. 
Newhouse 
Allied Bldg. Co. 

Neo-Colonial 
Revival 

Eugene 
Goldman 

195 Sheridan 3/29/2013  SGE & Assoc. 
MLCB, Inc. 

Neo-Colonial 
Revival 

MLCB, Inc. 

191 Sheridan 7/18/1927 Sloan & Johnson 
Robert Block 
Co. 

French Revival John Mills 
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190 Sheridan 3/313/1922 Tervill J. 
Ferrenz 
P. Van Trigt

Colonial Revival H.C. Winterberg

186 Sheridan 8/6/1953 B. Albert Comm
I. Feldinger

Modern Feldinger 

181 Sheridan 8/27/1927 Sloan & Johnson 
Robert Block 
Co.  

Tudor Revival John Mills 

180 Sheridan 4/17/1985 Markot 
Construction Co. 

Contemporary Paul & Leslie 
LeFebure 

175 Sheridan 6/2/1928 Raymond 
Gregory 
Moraw 
Construction Co. 

Mediterranean 
Revival 

Frank Broch 

174 Sheridan 9/28/2001 SGE Assoc. 
Heritage 
Builders 

Neo-French 
Revival 

James P. Burke 

166 Sheridan 8/31/1949 Jerome R. Cerny 
John H. Davies 
& Son 

Colonial Revival Julius Epstein 

160 Sheridan 6//1/1936 James F. 
Eppenstein 
Gorey & Hemb 
Constr. Co. 

Colonial Revival Mr. & Mrs. 
Robert D. 
Michels 

159 Sheridan 11/5/1921 E.A. Mayo 
Wm. G. 
McNulty 

Tudor Revival J.J. White 

156 Sheridan 10/17/1955 H.L. Newhouse
H. L. Newhouse

Contemporary Mr. & Mrs. 
Julius Epstein 

151 Sheridan 11/27/1928 C.W. Stevens
John Christensen

Flemish Revival Wm. D. 
McJunkin 

140 Sheridan 4/28/1925 Ernest Mayo & 
Mayo 
Blanchard 
Constr. Co 

Tudor Revival Felix Lowy 

130 Sheridan 9/19/1967 Wm. D. Murphy 
& Assoc. 
Frontier Constr. 
Co. 

Dr. & Mrs. 
Robert W. 
Wilhoite 
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Attachment E. Photographs of Residences in the Surrounding Neighborhood 
Houses on the West Side of Sheridan Road 

209 Fuller Lane 

224 Sheridan Road 220 Sheridan Road 

232 Sheridan Road 228 Sheridan Road 

234 Sheridan Road 
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206 Sheridan Road 

186 Sheridan Road 180 Sheridan Road 

196 Sheridan Road 190 Sheridan Road 

200 Sheridan Road 
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174 Sheridan Road 

140 Sheridan Road 130 Sheridan Road 

160 Sheridan Road 156 Sheridan Road 

166 Sheridan Road 
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Houses on the east side of Sheridan Road 

195 Sheridan Road 

159 Sheridan Road 151 Sheridan Road 

181 Sheridan Road 175 Sheridan Road 

191 Sheridan Road 
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Attachment F. Select Research 
1. 1938 Sanborn Map

Winnetka Historical Society 
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2. U.S. Geographic Information System Map

Winnetka Historical Society 
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3. Plat of Survey

Plat of Survey, June 20, 1971 
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4. Real Estate Listings

Real Estate Listings, Winnetka Historical Society 
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5. Articles

Ft. Lauderdale News, January 14, 1975 

Chicago Tribune, January 14, 1975 

Winnetka Talk, January 23, 1975 
Winnetka Historical Society 
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Chicago Tribune, September 25, 1992 

 

Winnetka Talk, September 23, 1992 
Winnetka Historical Society 
 
 
 
 

 
Chicago Tribune, December 13, 1959 

 

Chicago Tribune, December 6, 1959 

 

Chicago Tribune, 
June 12, 1960 
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6. Permits

7/21/1932 Permit application to build bath house 
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12/7/1956 Original construction permit application 
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4/14/1993 permit application to construct 4-car garage, expand bedroom wing, rehab existing bathrooms 
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5/20/1993  Permit to build posts 
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9/1/1998 Terrace, fountain 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 

 

MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: NOVEMBER 13, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-26: 203 SHERIDAN ROAD 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On December 7, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish 
the residence and attached garage at 203 Sheridan Road. Please return any available information 
regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the 
day on Wednesday, December 2, 2020. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email to 
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      
    
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

6-25-1925 Two story brick residence, garage 
attached 

Rudolph Huszach Ralph Huszach 

6-30-1976 Remodel rear, entry stairs, add 
balcony rear 2nd floor, sauna in 
basement of single family residence 

Mr. and Mrs. Gotsis A.R. Belrose 

12-7-1983 Construct addition to single family 
residence 

Mr. and Mrs. Gotsis F. Polito 
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203 Sheridan 
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12/7/2020 Property Information Report

gis.hpa.state.il.us/hargis/Reports/PropertyInformationReport.aspx?refnum=160898 1/1

       1 / 1+      100%

Property Information Report 

Name / Location 
Significant Name : Huszagh, Henrietta, House

Location : 203 Sheridan Rd.

Other Name : 

City : Winnetka

CookCounty : 

PIN : 

 160898HARGIS Ref : FalseVicinity 

Address : 

National Register Evaluation 
None

National Register Information 
None 

Property Information Source 
Survey Date ( s ) 
1971-1975
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PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
 

     

Address: 203 Sheridan 

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1925    
Construction type: Brick and stone    
Style: French Revival   
 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER NAME DATES OCCUPIED INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Owner: Ralph Huszagh 
 
Tenants: 

1. Henrietta Huszagh  
2. Arch W. Anderson  
3. Ronald R. Monroe  
4. Mrs. John L. Grant 

 

1925 – 1951 
 
 

1. 1926 – 1932  
2. 1933 – 1936  
3. 1937 – 1941  
4. 1942 – 1951 

Real estate listing 
slips; 1926, 1931, 
1933, 1939, 1942 
phone books; 
Chicago Tribune 
obituary; Winnetka 
Talk obituaries  

Huszagh: Architect 
of Chicago’s 
Aragon Ballroom; 
1969 Design of the 
Year Award winner 
by the American 
Institute of 
Architects 
 
Anderson: 
President of the 
Continental Illinois 
National Bank and 
Trust 

George M. and Adeline Z. 
Hayes 

1952 – 1970 Real estate listing 
slip; 1954, 1969 
phone books; 
Winnetka Talk 
obituary  

President of Field 
Enterprises 
Educational 
Corporation 
(publishing 
company) 

Jerry Ganz  1970 – 1974  
 

Real estate listing 
slips  

 

Dr. Stavrula Gotsis 1976 – 2016 
 

Chicago Tribune 
obituary 

Prominent surgeon 
who served as chief 
of surgery at 
various Chicago-
area hospitals 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ON PROPERTY: N/A 
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ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND DESCRIPTION OF 

PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Ralph Huszagh 1925; Two story brick residence, 
garage attached 

Chicago Tribune obituary; 
Winnetka Talk obituary; 
property file materials; 
architect file materials 

Albert R. Belrose 1976; Remodel rear, entry stairs, add 
balcony rear 2nd floor, sauna in 
basement of single-family residence 

Chicago Tribune obituary  

Fred Polito 1983; Construct addition to single-
family residence 

Fred Polito bio page  

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Chicago Tribune, Winnetka Talk, WHS digital files, property 
files, historic phone books 

 

Findings: 

Our research indicates that this property does have local historical and architectural significance. 
The property at 203 Sheridan was originally built in 1925 by Ralph D. Huszagh, a prominent 
local architect and Winnetka resident. Huszagh is arguably best known as one of the architects of 
the Aragon Ballroom in Chicago’s Uptown Square Historic District, a Chicago Landmark 
District (designated in 2016). Huszagh also designed several notable structures on the North 
Shore, including the Donnellan Funeral Home in Skokie, the townhouses between Oak and 
Cherry, and the commercial buildings at 545-551 Lincoln and 596-612 Lincoln.  
 
In addition, Huszagh designed several Winnetka residential properties, including 1161 Spruce, 
586 Maple, 435 Willow, and his own home at 204 Fuller, to name a few. The property at 204 
Fuller is Huszagh’s only other French Revival property in Winnetka, and contains similar 
features as 203 Sheridan. While Huszagh is listed as the owner of the property until 1951, he 
originally designed and built the house for his mother. He later maintained the property and 
rented it to several prominent Winnetka residents.  
 
With approximately 9,000 square feet of private beach, the property at 203 Sheridan maintains a 
sizeable portion of Winnetka’s lakefront. As such, the original structure designed by Huszagh 
has been a staple of Winnetka’s shoreline view since 1925. It is our opinion that demolishing this 
structure would fundamentally alter Winnetka’s appearance from Lake Michigan.  
 
Date of Research: 11/24/2020 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 
Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 
 
Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 
Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  
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1931 phone book 
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1933 phone book 
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1935 phone book 
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1937 phone book  
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1942 phone book 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LPC - 203 Sheridan - Page 147



1954 phone book 
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1969 phone book 
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Death Notice: ALBERT R. BELROSE  
Publication info: Chicago Tribune ; Chicago, Ill. [Chicago, Ill]10 June 2012: 40.
 

ProQuest document link
 

  
 
FULL TEXT 
Albert R. Belrose, loving and devoted husband for 60 years of Natalie, nee Kaufman; beloved and proud father of

Robin Belrose (Bill) Pierce, Bruce (Ester) Belrose and the late Dr. Marc (Brenda) Belrose; adored Poppy of David,

Daniel, Michelle, Scott, Jonathan, Steven, Brian and Michael. 

  

A talented architect, he was the owner and president of the Albert R. Belrose &Associates. 

  

He also was an avid golfer and cyclist. 

  

Funeral service Wednesday, June 13 at 2 p.m. at Congregation Solel, 1301 Clavey Rd., Highland Park, IL 60035. 

  

Interment Shalom Memorial Park. 

  

In lieu of flowers, contributions to Congregation Solel. 

  

For information call Congregation Solel 847.433.3555. 

  

Arrangements by Chicago Jewish Funerals-Buffalo Grove Chapel , 847.229.8822, www.cjfinfo.com. 

  

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries  

*** 

  

This is a paid death notice. 
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DR. STAVRULA GOTSIS: 1925-2016  
Kates, Joan Giangrasse . Chicago Tribune ; Chicago, Ill. [Chicago, Ill]28 Oct 2016: 7. 
 

ProQuest document link
 

  
ABSTRACT 
   

Gotsis graduated in 1949 from the National &Kapodistrian University of Athens Medical School of Health Sciences

in Greece and then left to pursue a medical career in Chicago, where she lived with two of her aunts. 

   
 
FULL TEXT 
  

Shortly after receiving her medical degree in Athens, Dr. Stavrula Gotsis came to Chicago, leaving behind her

family, friends and all that was familiar to her in the small mountain village of her Greek homeland. 

  

She was part of a wave of foreign doctors, scientists and engineers encouraged to come to the United States to

help alleviate the "brain drain" following World War II.  

"She arrived in Chicago in January wearing a lightweight coat," said her daughter, Lia Gotsis Paschal, "and with 6

feet of snow on the ground."  

The mother of two was one of the first female plastic reconstructive surgeons in the Chicago area. In the early

1960s, she and her husband, Fabian Gotsis, a family physician, opened the Gotsis Medical Clinic in Calumet Park,

where she worked mostly with victims of trauma and burns.  

"Some of her most difficult surgeries were performed on children disfigured in car accidents," her daughter said. "It

was back when there weren't seat-belt laws and speed limits were much higher."  

Gotsis, 91, who also served as chief of the surgical staff at several Chicago-area hospitals, died Sept. 28 of natural

causes in her Winnetka home, her family said.  

"Much like my own wife, Stavrula was a smart, outgoing, dynamic woman, with a take-command kind of

personality," said Ralph Segel, a professor emeritus of physics at Northwestern University, whose recently

deceased wife, Esther, was a physicist and Gotsis' longtime friend. "Both were strong women and not afraid to

speak their minds."  

Raven-haired and petite, Gotsis often took people by surprise, according to her daughter.  

"She wore high heels, girdles and red lipstick -- the whole 1950s get-up," her daughter said. "She'd walk into a

hospital and introduce herself as Dr. Gotsis and the woman behind the desk would say, 'Wait a second, honey, now

what's the name of your doctor?' Then mom would reintroduce herself and the woman would say something like,

'So is Dr. Gotsis your husband?' "  

Described by her daughter as a "hands-on" mom, Gotsis would go to great lengths to organize her time around her

children and clear her own schedule, whenever possible, to accommodate theirs.  

"I was always hoping she'd forget about my parent-teacher conferences -- but nooooo!" her daughter recalled,

laughing.  

Born Stavrula Perutsea in Tseria Messinia in Greece, Gotsis was one of five children in her family. Her father was a

teacher. Her interest in science began as a young child watching as slaughtered chickens were cleaned and

prepared as food.  

"She was fascinated with the inner workings of chickens and wanted to understand how all their parts functioned,"

PDF GENERATED BY PROQUEST.COM Page 1 of 3
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her daughter said.  

Gotsis graduated in 1949 from the National &Kapodistrian University of Athens Medical School of Health Sciences

in Greece and then left to pursue a medical career in Chicago, where she lived with two of her aunts. She obtained

a Cook County medical license and went on to complete her general surgery training and plastic surgery residency

at Chicago Lying-In Hospital.  

She was married in 1959, three months after meeting her husband at the Hellenic Medical Society Ball in Chicago.

A former longtime resident of Palos Park, Gotsis moved with her family to Winnetka in 1977.  

Over the course of her career, Gotsis served as chief of surgical staff at St. Francis Hospital in Blue Island, Palos

Community Hospital in Palos Heights and Little Company of Mary Hospital in Evergreen Park. She closed her clinic

before her husband's death in 2005.  

Her daughter Philene died in April.  

Other survivors include a sister, Athena Perutsea Papadimitriou, and two grandsons.  

Services were held.  

---------- 

  

Joan Giangrasse Kates is a freelancer. 

  

Credit: By Joan Giangrasse Kates, Chicago Tribune 

  

Illustration 

Caption: Photo: Dr. Stavrula Gotsis was one of the area's first female plastic reconstructive surgeons. FAMILY

PHOTO  
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Winnetka Talk, October 26, 1950 
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Winnetka Talk, March 24, 1977
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Winnetka Talk, September 26, 1946 

 

 

 

LPC - 203 Sheridan - Page 173



Winnetka Talk, April 17, 1941
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Winnetka Talk, October 17, 1957 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 

 Page 1 

MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: JANUARY 26, 2021 

SUBJECT:  205 SHERIDAN ROAD – CONTINUATION OF PRELIMINARY 
REVIEW OF DEMOLITION PERMIT (CASE NO. 20-27-LPC)  

 
INTRODUCTION  

Meeting Date February 1, 2021 

Requested Commission Action Continued preliminary historical and architectural review to 
determine if a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is 
necessary or if a demolition permit can be issued without 
delay. 

Preliminary Historical and Architectural 
Review 

December 7, 2021, by a vote of 7-0, the LPC required the 
home to be documented in connection with the architect and 
land use as part of the 203 Sheridan Road HAIS, including 
descriptions of the building, architect, owners and how the 
land was used over time, along with photos.  The HAIS 
prepared by Benjamin Historic Certifications for 203 Sheridan 
Road includes documentation for 205 Sheridan.  For details, 
see Attachment A. 

Property Address 205 Sheridan Road (See Attachment B – Aerial Map) 

Property Owner Orchard 2020 Revocable Trust 

Application Submitted by Orchard 2020 Revocable Trust 

Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed for initial preliminary review. 

Newspaper Notice The meeting was properly noticed in the Winnetka Talk on 
January 18, 2021. 

Public Comments as of Date of Memo None 

  

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION  

Size 0.88 acres 

Location East side of Sheridan Road between Winnetka Avenue and 
Fuller Lane 

Improvements Single-family residence with attached garage  

Zoning R-2 Single Family Residential 

Surrounding Zoning R-2 Single Family Residential to the north and south, and R-4 
Single Family Residential to the west 

  

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment C, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment D, Winnetka Historical Society Report 

Constructed 1957 
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Additional Construction Activity 1932 - Build one story accessory building (Boat house), 1956 
– Construct split-level single family dwelling, 1993 - Construct 
attached 4 car garage, expand bedroom wing of house, rehab 
existing bathrooms 

Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing No 

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS)  The WHS research indicates that the property does not have 
historical or architectural significance.  See attached report 
from the WHS provided in Attachment C for more details.  

  

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY  

Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes 
on Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley) 

141 Sheridan Road 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

If/When the building permit for the new residence is 
approved, a determination will be made if a delay is 
necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise impacts in 
the neighborhood. 

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted 

No 

 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact 
Study Required or (2) Demolition Without Delay. 

 
Historical Architectural Impact Study Required 
The Commission finds that based upon (1) the preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the LPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.  The Commission reached 
its conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria [Commission would 
note which criteria is met]: 

1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 
15.64 of the Village Code; 

2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation; 

3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic places; and 

4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit. 

 
Demolition Without Delay 
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village 
Code that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to 
warrant a Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may 
proceed without delay.  
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ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  HAIS for 203 Sheridan, with supplemental documentation for 205  
Sheridan Road prepared by Benjamin Historic Certifications 

Attachment B:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment C:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment D:  Historical Society Research 
Attachment E:  Application Materials 
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HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL INPACT STUDY (HAIS) 

 
 

 
 

Susan Benjamin and Jeanne Sylvester 
BENJAMIN HISTORIC CERTIFICATIONS, LLC 
711 Marion Avenue 
Highland Park, IL 60035 
Submitted to the Village of Winnetka on January 8, 2021 

THE RAYMOND AND VERA BRITZ HOUSE 
205 Sheridan Road 

THE HENRIETTA HUSZAGH HOUSE 
203 Sheridan Road 

ATTACHMENT A
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Susan Benjamin and Jeanne Sylvester of Benjamin Historic Certifications, LLC,  have prepared 
this Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for the houses at 203 and 205 Sheridan 
Road in Winnetka, Illinois. Our qualifications are as follows:  
 
Susan Benjamin is an architectural historian with 30-plus years of experience, writing well over 
175 local landmark and National Register nominations and preparing more than 200 property tax 
freeze and federal income tax credit applications. Her B.A. is in Art History from Brown 
University, and her M.A. is from the University of Minnesota. Susan served as the first chairman 
of Highland Park Historic Preservation Commission. She frequently consults on Historic 
Preservation projects, lectures and has written several articles and books on Chicago architecture. 
She and architect Stuart Cohen are the authors of Great Houses of Chicago: 1871–1921(2008) 
and North Shore Chicago: Houses of the Lakefront Suburbs: 1890–1940 (2004), published by 
Acanthus Press, New York. Susan has most recently authored another book, entitled Modern in 
the Middle: Chicago Houses 1929–1975 (2020), with Michelangelo Sabatino, professor and 
director of the PhD program and formerly interim dean at the Illinois Institute of Technology. 
Susan is a resident of Highland Park. 
 
Jeanne Sylvester joined Benjamin Historic Certifications after receiving her M.S. in Historic 
Preservation from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. While at SAIC, Jeanne interned 
with the Landmarks Division of the City of Chicago Planning Department where she researched, 
photographed and drafted numerous landmark designation reports. She also interned with 
WTTW Chicago where she researched subjects for the award winning program “Ten That 
Changed America.” Jeanne earned a B.A. in history from Northwestern University and a J.D. 
from DePaul University College of Law. She has researched and drafted multiple Historic 
American Building Survey projects, including one for Chicago Union Station. With Benjamin 
Historic Certifications, Jeanne has completed several surveys, Historic and Architectural Impact 
Studies, Historic Resource Evaluations, and Historic Property Tax Freeze applications. She is the 
author of “The ‘Beaux-Arts Boys of Chicago: An Architectural Genealogy, 1890–1930” 
published in the journal Classicist by the Institute of Classical Architecture & Art.  Jeanne is a 
resident of Long Grove. 
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203 Sheridan Road 

The Henrietta Huszagh House 
Constructed in 1925, with alterations in 1970, 1976 and 1983 

Designed by Huszagh & Hill 
 

Property Index Number: 
05-21-412-008-0000 

 
Ownership History of the Land Parcel 

The legal description for the property at 203 Sheridan Road is “Lot 10 in R/ Williamson’s 
Sheridan Road Subdivision of Parts of Lots 2, 3 and 4 of Simons et al Subdivision of a Part of 
the Fractional Southeast Quarter of Section 21 and Part of the Fractional Southwest Quarter of 
Section 22, Township 42 North, Range 13, East of the Third Principal Meridian, as Subdivision 
Plat of said R. Williamson’s Sheridan Road Subdivision Recorded April 8, 1920 as Document 
6788370, All in Cook County, Illinois.”  

 
Historic Owners of the Land Parcel and 203 Sheridan Road1 

 
Property Owners Approximate Period of Ownership 
Ralph Huszagh 1925 - 1951 

George and Adeline Hayes 1952 - 1970 
Jerry and Peggy Ganz 1970 - 1974 

Drs. Stavrula and Fabian Gotsis 1976 - 2016 
 

 
Ralph D. Huszagh Architect and Owner (1898 - 1977) 
Owned the from home 1925 – 1951 
 
Henrietta Robinson Huszagh (1863 – 1950) 
Resided in the house from 1926 – 1932 
 
Architect Ralph Huszagh, with the firm of Huszagh and Hill, designed and built the house at 203 
Sheridan Road, for his parents, Rudolph and Henrietta Robinson Huszagh. Rudolph Huszagh 
was born on August 30, 1854 in Brooklyn, New York, and died on September 3, 1925 in 
Evanston, Illinois. He was an attorney and practiced in Chicago. According to the 1900 Federal 
Census, Henrietta Robinson Huszagh was born in Detroit, Michigan in February of 1863, and her 
parents were both born in the English part of Canada. The 1910 Census lists her parents as 
having been born in Canada, but this time in the French side. She married Rudolph Huszagh, on 
October 25, 1882 in Chicago.2 They lived in Chicago in 1900 and 1910 on Washington 
Boulevard with their sons Harold, Roy, Victor, Kenneth and Ralph, and two servants. 

 
1 Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the Cook County Clerk’s Office was closed during this project. 

Researching the chain of title prior to 1990 was limited to permits from the Village of Winnetka address files, 
telephone directories and other information provided by the Winnetka Historical Society, and online searches. This 
table of ownership was produced by the Winnetka Historical Society based upon their research. 

2 Rudolph Huszagh, Cook County Marriages Index, Ancestry.com. 
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In 1916, Henrietta and her family were living at 5455 Sheridan Road in Chicago.3 She was 
involved in various arts and educational clubs, including the Edgewater Drama Study Club,4 the 
West End Coeducational Club,5 and the Art and Travel Club.6 The 1920 U.S. Federal Census 
lists the family as living at 820 Sunnyside Avenue in Chicago.  
 
It is not known exactly when the family moved to the North Shore. Ralph was not listed as living 
with the family in the 1920 census in Chicago. A permit to build the house at 203 Sheridan Road 
was filed on June 24, 1925; Rudolph Huszagh died on September 3, 1925. After Rudolph died, 
Henrietta moved into the house, after it was completed. The 1930 Federal Census lists her as the 
owner (the only other choice was renter) of the house at 203 Sheridan Road, having been born in 
New York, her father having been born in New Jersey and her mother having been born in New 
York. The house was valued at $65,000.7 While Henrietta lived at 203 Sheridan Road, Ralph 
Huszagh and his wife Marjorie lived at 204 Fuller Lane in Winnetka, just around the corner from 
203 Sheridan Road, and his brother Leroy Huszagh lived at 609 Sheridan Road.8  
 
It is not known when or why Henrietta moved out of the house at 203 Sheridan Road. While her 
Chicago Tribune obituary dated October 23, 1950 said she lived in Winnetka, the Winnetka Talk 
listed her final place of residency as a nursing home in Evanston.9 All of Henrietta’s four sons 
predeceased her, except for Ralph. Her son Kenneth predeceased her by only ten months in 
1950.10 While Ralph Huszagh continued to own the house at 203 Sheridan Road after his 
mother’s death, he rented it to a number of tenants beginning in 1932. Around the time of his 
mother’s death in the early 1950s, Ralph Huszagh sold the house to George Miller and Adeline 
Z. Hayes.  
 
Ralph Donald Huszagh was born on January 16, 1898 in Chicago, Illinois. In 1900, he was living 
at 1270 Washington Boulevard with his parents Rudolph D. and Henrietta, and his brothers 
Harold, Roy, Victor and Kenneth; and by 1910 he and his family had moved to 2951 Washington 

 
3 “North Side Clubs,” Chicago Tribune, October 29, 1916. 
4 “Downtown Clubs,” Chicago Tribune, October 28, 1917.  
5 “West Side Clubs,” Chicago Tribune, January 28, 1912.  
6 “Amateur Players in Pretty Tableaux in Louis XIV Room, Hotel Sherman,” Chicago Tribune, January 24, 

1912. 
7 “Henrietta Huszagh,” 1930 U.S. Federal Census Reports, Ancestry.com. 
8 “What an Architect told his own Family About Oil Heating,” Chicago Tribune, October 14, 1926; Ralph 

Huszagh, U.S. World War II Draft Registration Cards, Ancestry.com. 
9 “Mrs. Henrietta Huszagh,” Chicago Tribune, October 23, 1950; “Henrietta R. Huszagh,” Winnetka Talk, 

October 26, 1950. 
10 Kenneth Huszagh was a successful swimmer, competing for the Chicago Athletic Club and Northwestern 

University. He won a bronze medal in the individual 100 meter freestyle and was a member of the 4x200-meter 
freestyle relay team which won a silver medal in the 1912 Olympics in Stockholm, and he was listed among 
Olympians who set a world record in long course swimming. He was later involved with founding the town of 
Kildeer, Illinois and worked as an executive with the American Mineral Spirits Company of New York, eventually 
becoming president of the company “Kenneth Huszagh,” Olympedia, https://www.olympedia.org/athletes/51410, 
“Kenneth Huszagh,” https://prabook.com/web/kenneth.huszagh/2130656, both accessed December 27, 2020. 
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Boulevard in Chicago.11 He graduated with a degree in architecture from Cornell University in 
1920.12  
 
Ralph married Marjorie Wickett on September 2, 1922 in Indiana. He and Marjorie had three 
children: Donald, Ronald and Ralph Crandell, who became an architect. In 1923, Ralph D. 
Huszagh was listed as an architect working at 105 N. Clark Street.13 By 1927, he was living at 
204 Fuller Lane, where he continued to live until at least 1942, when he registered for the draft 
for World War II.14 
 
In 1942, Ralph was self-employed and his office was at 6 North Michigan Avenue in Chicago, 
and in 1946 he was made vice-president of the Association of North Shore Architects.15 By 
1950, he had moved to 340 White Oak Lane in Winnetka, another house he designed.16 
 
Arch W. and Ora Avanette Westgate Anderson  
Rented; Resided in the house from 1933 – 1936 
 
Arch W. Anderson (1877 – 1946) 
Ora Avanette Westgate Anderson (1884 – 1946) 
 
Arch Anderson was born in Shelbyville, Kentucky 
on July 16, 1877. He was vice president of the 
Continental Illinois National Bank and Trust 
company in Chicago from 1930 – 1939, in charge 
of all of the bank’s business west of the 
Mississippi River. After 1939, he was associated 
with the California Bank of Los Angeles, serving 
as its first president, and also president of its 
wholly owned affiliate, the California Trust 
Company.17 He was a trustee of the Equitable Life 
Insurance Co. of Iowa, president and director of 
the Union Security Co. of Los Angeles, treasurer 
and trustee of the University of Southern 
California and a member of the clearinghouse 
committee of the Los Angeles Clearinghouse.18  

 
11 “Ralph D. Huszagh,” 1900, 1910 U.S. Federal Census Reports, Ancestry.com. 
12 Cornell University. The Register of  Cornell University 1918 – 1919. Ithaca: New York, Cornell 

University, 1919: 282; “Alumni in Chicago Follow Green Line,” Cornell Daily Sun XLI, no. 148 (April 26, 1921). 
13 “Huszagh, Ralph D.,” U.S., City Directories, 1822 – 1995; Huszagh, World War II Draft Registration 

Card, Ancestry.com. 
14 Ibid. 
15 Huszagh, World War II Draft Registration Card, Ancestry.com; “Yost Made Head of Architects on North 

Shore,” Chicago Tribune, May 12, 1946. 
16 “Henrietta R. Huszagh,” Winnetka Talk, October 26, 1950; Winnetka Historical Society, Ralph D. 

Huszagh, Partial list of Projects. 
17 “Arch Anderson, Trust Co. Head,” California Eagle, December 28, 1939. 
18 “Arch W. Anderson, 69, of California Bank, Dies,” Los Angeles Times, September 16, 1946. 

 
Arch Anderson 
California Eagle, December 28, 
1939 
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The 1940 U.S. Federal census identifies Arch as living at 1317 Oxford Road in San Gabriel 
Township, owning a house worth $25,000, with his wife Ora, his daughter Archa, her husband 
Herbert, and their daughter Susan.19  He died on September 14, 1946. His wife Ora Anderson 
predeceased him by six weeks.  
 
Ronald R. and Mildred Monroe  
Rented; resided in the house from 1937 – 1941 
 
Ronald R. Monroe (1894 – 1958) 
Ronald was born on May 2, 1894 in Sullivan, Illinois. On his WWI draft registration card, he 
wrote that he had been born in Sullivan, Illinois, and was residing at the Victoria Hotel in Des 
Moines, Iowa. Monroe graduated from the University of Michigan in 1915.20 
 
The 1930 Federal Census identifies Monroe as living in Des Moines, Iowa, with his first wife 
Mildred, son Ronald Jr., daughter Rosamund, and in-laws Emil G and Rosamund P. Schmidt.  
Mildred was born in Ohio. Ronald is listed as the general manager of a foundry. In 1934 he was 
secretary-treasurer of the Des Moines Foundry and Machine Company in Des Moines, Iowa and 
was appointed to the industrial advisory board to the federal reserve bank of the seventh district 
in Chicago, Illinois.21 In 1936, he headed the Utilities Power & Light Corporation of Chicago.22 
 
In the 1939 Evanston telephone directory, Monroe is listed as living at 203 Sheridan Road and 
working as a broker in Chicago. The 1940 U.S. Federal Census shows Ronald and Mildred 
Monroe renting the house at 203 Sheridan Road and living there with their son Russell and 
daughter Rosamund. Ronald was identified as vice-president of a utility company, presumably 
the Utilities Power & Light Corporation of Chicago.23  
 
By 1942, Ronald was living at 731 Bluff Street in Glencoe, Illinois when he registered for the 
draft for World War II. In 1943, he became vice-president of the J.G. Brill Company in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and president later the same year.24 The J.G. Brill Company 
manufactured streetcars, interurban coaches, motor buses, trolleybuses and railroad cars. Its 
successor company was ACF-Brill Corporation. Monroe became head of ACF-Brill in 1944 and 
stayed in that position until 1950 when he resigned. After 1950, he was a management 
consultant, specializing in finance, reorganizations, mergers and diversification in New York.25 
In 1952, during the Korean War, he served as division head for streets and highways of the 
Defense Transport Administration.26 
 

 
19 “Arch Anderson,” 1940 U.S. Federal Census, Ancestry.com. 
20 “Ronald Monroe Dies; Ex-Head of ACF-Brill,” Philadelphia Inquirer, December 14, 1958. 
21 “R.R. Monroe is Appointed,” Des Moines Tribune, July 3, 1934. 
22 “Ronald Monroe Dies in N.Y.,”  [obit.] The Des Moines Register, December 16, 1958. 
23 “Ronald Monroe,” U.S. Federal Census, Ancestry.com. 
24 “Ronald Monroe Dies; Ex-Head of ACF-Brill,”  [obit.]. The Philadelphia Inquirer, December 14, 1958; 

“CoachBuilt,” http://www.coachbuilt.com/bui/a/acf_brill/acf_brill.htm, accessed December 27, 2020. 
25 “Ronald Monroe [obit.], The Philadelphia Inquirer. 
26 Ibid. 
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It is not known exactly when, but by 1956, Ronald and Mildred moved to Pennsylvania and  
separated.27 At some point Ronald married a woman named Elizabeth Moore. At the time of his 
death, he was working for the Wallace-Clark investment management company of New York. 
He died on December 12, 1958 at his office in New York.28 
 
Gladys Felton Beadle Grant Lorenzen Gilliland 
Resided in the House from 1942 – 1951 
 
John Leslie Grant was a railway supply dealer in 
Chicago who married Grace Meagher on October 2, 
1920. Together they had a son, John L. Grant Jr., who 
was born on September 27, 1922. Grace Meagher 
Grant was the wealthy daughter and beneficiary of 
James F. Meagher, former president of the People’s 
Gas, Light and Coke Company. The Grant family 
lived at 5555 Everett Avenue in Chicago. Grace died 
on May 25, 1936, and her estate passed in its entirety 
to her 14 year old son, John L. Grant Jr.29 John Grant 
Jr. inherited approximately $1,500,000, an amount 
that would be over $27 million today.30  
 
A little less than two years later, John L. Grant Sr. married 
Gladys Felton Beadle of Forest Hills, New York and Palm 
Beach, Florida on March 1, 1938.31 Gladys was born on July 
28, 1896 and had been previously married to a man named 
Gail Grover Grant (no relation to John Grant). By 1940, the 
Grants had moved to Glencoe and were renting a house at 
1020 Bluff Road. John L. Grant, Sr. died on April 15, 1941 in 
Glencoe.32 By 1942, Gladys and John L. Grant, Jr. moved to 
203 Sheridan Road and were renting the house there, when 
John registered for the draft for World War II on June 30, 
1942. 
 
Gladys Grant, known in the newspapers as the socialite of Winnetka, Illinois, Forest Hills, New 
York and Palm Beach, Florida, married Brig. Gen. A.F. Lorenzen, a Spanish American War 
veteran, on November 19, 1945 at the Fourth Presbyterian Church in Chicago, with a reception at 
the Blackstone Hotel that included a wedding cake 8 ½ feet high and weighing 250 pounds.33 

 
27 “Mandell-Monroe,” The Philadelphia Inquirer, July 22, 1956. 
28 “Ronald Monroe,” [obit.], The Philadelphia Inquirer. 
29 “Boy, Aged 13, Gets Fortune of $1,233,333,” The Wilkes-Barre Leader, September 1, 1936; “$1,500,000 

Value Set on Estate of 13 Year Old Boy,” Chicago Tribune, April 14, 1937; “J.L. Grant Jr., 14, is allotted $1,500 
Monthly,” Chicago Tribune, April 20, 1937. 

30 Saving.org, https://www.saving.org/inflation/inflation.php?amount=1,500,000&year=1936, accessed 
December 27, 2020. 

31 Judith Cass, “Elizabeth Rowe will be Bride of New Yorker,” Chicago Tribune, March 15, 1938.  
32 “John Leslie Grant, Sr.” [obit.], Chicago Tribune, April 16, 1941, April 17, 1941. 
33 “Wedding,” Chicago Tribune, November 20, 1945.  

 

Gladys Gilliland  
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/93
338955/gladys-felton-gilliland 
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General Lorenzen was the founder and president of Lorenzen and Thompson Inc. in Chicago, a 
newspaper representative concern and was affiliated with the advertising firm of Lord & 
Thomas, Inc. He served as vice chairman of the Illinois Fair commission and Presidential envoy 
to Cuba for President Roosevelt, was a member of the Chicago zoning board of appeals and the 
Chicago Crime Commission, and was the international chancellor of Notre Dame of Canada.34 
Gladys and General Lorenzen spent most of their time in Florida. After General Lorenzen died in 
1958, Gladys married William J. Gilliland in 1960. She died on February 23, 1987 in Boca 
Raton, Florida. 
 
John L. Grant, Jr. attended Dartmouth University, and was inducted into the army in early March 
of 1943, serving in Europe and the South Pacific. On March 30, 1970 he married a woman 
named Linda L. Gable (1944 – 2004) in Los Angeles, California, where he died on May 4, 
1974.35  
 
In the early 1950s, around the time of his mother’s death, architect and owner Ralph Huszagh 
sold the home to George and Adeline Hayes.  
 
George Miller Hayes, Adeline Z. Hayes, Owners 
Owned the home from 1952 – 1970, resided in the house from 1952 – 1964  
 
George Miller Hayes (1897 – 1957) 
Adeline Z. Hayes (1910 - 1994) 
George Miller Hayes was born on August 19, 1897 in Owensboro, Kentucky. He attended 
Milliken University in Decatur, Illinois. He registered for the draft for World War I and he was 
living at the YMCA in Dayton, Ohio, working for the Bureau of Aircraft Production. He married 
his first wife, Miss Jessie Aurilla Thistle, daughter of Rev. William James Thistle, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian church in Cairo, Illinois, on June 5, 1919. They had a son named James.  
George Hayes taught manual training and was an athletic coach in the high school in Shelbyville, 
Illinois.36 George joined the Quarrie Corporation in 1927. In the 1930 U.S. Federal Census, 
George, Jessie and James are listed as living in Harvey, Illinois and George was the manager of a 
bookstore. 
 
It isn’t clear what happened to his first wife Jessie, but by February 16, 1942, when he registered 
for the draft for World War II, he was married to his second wife, a woman named Adeline and 
they were living in Wilmette. George continued to work for the Quarrie Corporation; was 
promoted to manager of Illinois, and became vice president and general sales manager after 
Marshall Field purchased the company in 1945. The newly named corporation was called the 
Marshall Field Education Corporation, and it published World Book Encyclopedia, Child Craft 
and other reference books. While working for the company he also became a member of the 
Field Enterprise board of directors in 1955. In 1957, he became president of the Marshall Field 
Education Corporation.37 Hayes died that same year. His father, W. Foster Hayes, of Harvey, 

 
34 “Gen. Anton Lorenzen, 82, Dies of Cancer in Miami,” Chicago Tribune, August 17, 1958. 
35 “John L. Grant,” California, U.S. Marriage Index, Ancestry.com; “Helen Grant,” [obit.] Chicago 

Tribune, December 27, 1973; “John L. Grant,” California, U.S. Death Index, Ancestry.com. 
36 “Thistle-Hayes,” Messenger-Inquirer (Owensboro, Kentucky), June 5, 1919. 
37 “George M. Hayes,” Winnetka Talk, October 17, 1957. 
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Illinois, survived him, as did his wife Adeline, and his two sons James of Harvey, Illinois 
(mother Jessie) and John Miller Hayes of Winnetka (mother Adeline). George was a member of 
the Chicago Athletic Association, the Executives’ Club and served on the board of governors of 
the Merchants and Manufacturers Club.38 
 
Not much is known about Hayes’s second wife, Adeline Z. Hayes. She was born on October 14, 
1910, was a member of the Wilmette Woman’s Club, and died on January 6, 1994.39 
 
Roger Galston Bensinger and Ruth Baker Thomas Bensinger Skillman  
Rented? Resided in the house from 1964 - 1969 
 
Roger G. Bensinger (1933 - ) 
Ruth Baker Bensinger Skillman (1932 - )  
 
Roger Bensinger was born in Chicago on July 5, 1933, attended Pomfret School in Pomfret 
Connecticut and graduated from Brown University in 1956. He was vice-president of the 
Brunswick Corporation, a family concern. In 1966, Roger was treasurer of the Winnetka 
Presbyterian Church Members Council, member of Phi Gamma Delta, the Lake Shore Country 
Club in Glencoe, Rainbow Springs Country Club in Mukwonago Wisconsin, the Standard and 
the Tavern Clubs in Chicago.40  
 
Ruth Baker Thomas Bensinger Skillman (1932 - ) 
Ruth Bensinger Skillman was born on May 14, 1932. She was from  
Charleston, West Virginia, attended Bennett Junior College in 
Millbrook New York and Columbia University. She was an active 
member of the Junior League of Charleston.41 
 
The Bensingers were married on June 16, 1955 in Charleston, West 
Virginia. Mrs. Roger Bensinger was very active on the charity and 
fundraising circuit. Among other things, she was president of 
Women’s Auxiliary of United Charities, raised funds for Skokie 
Valley Hospital, Presbyterian St. Luke’s hospital, and the University 
of Chicago Cancer Research Foundation; she was chairperson of the 
“Riverview Ramble,” an annual fundraiser for United Charities, 
patron of the Hugh O’Brian Youth Foundation, on the Executive 
Committee for the newly formed Lyric Opera Guild and a season 
box seat holder at the Lyric Opera of Chicago.  
 
 

 
38 “George M. Hayes,” Winnetka Talk, October 17, 1957. 
39 U.S. Social Security Death Index, Ancestry.com, accessed December 30, 2020; “Wilmette Club,” 

Chicago Tribune, June 2, 1955;” “Adeline Hayes,” [obit.] Chicago Tribune, January 10, 1994.  
40 “Roger Galston Bensinger,” Marquis – Who’s Who. World’s Who’s Who in Commerce and Industry, 14th 

ed. St. Louis: Von Hoffmann Press, Inc., 1966: 92. 
41 “Bensinger – Thomas,” Chicago Tribune, April 4, 1955. 

 

Ruth Bensinger 
Chicago Tribune, August 3, 1965 
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She and her husband Roger were co-chairmen along with the Woolworth Donahues of Palm 
Beach of the Million Dollar Ole, an international gala party fundraiser in New York to benefit 
the Waldemar Medical Research Foundation.42  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ruth Bensinger often planned or held fundraisers, tours or charity events at the house at 203 
Sheridan Road, and those events were extensively covered by local newspapers. Those articles 
provide an intimate view of the house.43  
 
On October 11, 1964, a lengthy Chicago Tribune article entitled “With a Secret Passageway and 
Everything” described the exterior and interior of the home. Many of the features described in 
the interior depict a house rich with architectural detail. A secret staircase was concealed behind 
a bookcase. A breakfast room was paneled in heavily distressed pine. The sunroom was lit 
through the roof from glass bubbles and from glass walls between a fountain room and an 
outdoor garden that stayed green all year because of the addition of heating coils under a crushed 
rock surface. The sunroom looked out on a kidney-shaped pool, gazebo and bathhouse. While it 

 
42 “Box Holders and their Guests at Lyric Opera Opening Last Night,” Chicago Tribune, October 5, 1963; 

Stephanie Fuller, “With a Secret Passageway and Everything,” Chicago Tribune, October 11, 1964; Irene Powers, 
“League to Tour Home and Gardens in Winnetka,” Chicago Tribune, April 30, 1966; “Open Doors,” Chicago 
Tribune, October 10, 1966; Irene Powers, “Ramble’s Success Calls for a Party,” Chicago Tribune, February 16, 
1968.  

43 “League to Tour Home and Gardens,” Chicago Tribune; Irene Powers, “Box Lunches, Fashions Await 
Hospital’s Units,” Chicago Tribune, October 10, 1966; “Autumn Jewels,” Chicago Tribune, October 19, 1967; 
Stephanie Fuller, “Diamond Sparkles Tell Romantic Easter News,” Chicago Tribune, April 5, 1969. 

 

Members of the University of Chicago Cancer Research Foundation Junior Auxiliary watch 
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Bensinger enjoy a sandy swing as a Dixieland band plays in the 
background on Winnetka Beach. 
University of Chicago, Cancer Research Foundation, Benefit Planning 2, Archival Photographic Files, Image 
apf3-00290, University of Chicago Library, Special Collections Research Center, July, 1960. 
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is not clear which, if any, of these features were original, all of them have been removed from 
the house. 
 
Another article in the Chicago Tribune entitled “Ramble’s Success Calls for a Party,” from 
August 3, 1965 detailed a party for a steering committee of the United Charities “Riverview 
Ramble” held at the Bensingers’ “Storybook House,” which contained such “intriguing things as 
a hidden staircase [concealed behind a hinged bookcase], television sets that appear when touch 
button magic moves panels and mirrors, the piano Mrs. Bensinger practiced on when she was a 
little girl in Charleston, W.Va., Spanish hoded [sic.] chairs and a centuries old Spanish jewel 
chest with secret compartments. The way to the terrace leads thru an imposing marble reception 
hall lighted by an immense bronze and crystal chandelier suspended from a ceiling two-stories 
high. A glass-walled fountain room opens into a courtyard and a garden green thru the seasons, 
being warmed by submerged heating coils.”44 Most articles agreed that the entrance hall, with its 
large crystal and gold chandelier framed by a horseshoe-shaped balcony with wrought iron and 
gold railing, was the most impressive room in the house.45 By 1969, the Bensingers had moved 
from the house and were living at 300 Birch Street in Winnetka, and later divorced. 
 
Jerry and Peggy Ganz 
Resided in the house from 1970 – 1974 
Jerry Ganz was the chairman and CEO of Gateway Industries in Hazel Crest, Illinois, which 
manufactured safety belts for automobiles.46  Ganz is credited with inventing and mass 
marketing the retractable seatbelt.47  
 
J.T. Raffaldini, Tenant 
According to a note on one of the real estate listings, the property may have been rented to J.T. 
Raffaldini in 1973. No information was found on this tenant, although there was probably a 
connection with the Raffaldini Winery. In an interview, Barbara Raffaldini, co-owner of 
Raffaldini Winery, said that she and her brother Jay moved to a suburb of Chicago and lived 
there until they went to college.48 Jay worked as a trader on Wall Street and now manages hedge 
fund assets. Barbara is an attorney and practiced law in Chicago before moving to North 
Carolina. Jay and Barbara joined together and formed Raffaldini Winery in North Carolina.49  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
44 “Ramble’s Success Calls for a Party,” Chicago Tribune.  
45 “With a Secret Passage and Everything,” Chicago Tribune. 
46 R.M. Whiteside, ed., Major Companies of the USA 1988/89, (Springer Science+Business Media, 

B.V.1988): 353. 
47 “Artists Commissioned to Join the Bay Area’s Finest Designers at the 2011 Marin Designers Showcase,” 

Center for Volunteer and Nonprofit Leadership of Marin, press release, October 10, 2011. 
48 Jennifer Primrose and Dathan Kazsuk, “Women in Wine: Barbara Raffaldini,” 

https://www.raffaldini.com/blog/Women-in-Wine--Barbara-Raffaldini, accessed December 27, 2020.  
49 “Raffaldini Vineyards,” https://www.raffaldini.com/Visit/About-Us, December 27, 2020. 
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Drs. Fabian and Stavrula Perutsea Gotsis, owners 
Resided in the house from 1977 – 2016 
 
Dr. Fabian Gotsis (1922 – 2005) 
Dr. Stavrula Gotsis (1925  – 2016) 
Dr. Fabian Gotsis was born in 1922 in Springfield, Massachusetts. He practiced in internal 
medicine in the Chicago area for over 40 years. A decorated veteran of World War II, he died on 
June 26, 2005.50  
 
His wife Stavrula Perutsea was born in Tseria Messinia, Greece in 1925. She graduated from the 
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens Medical School of Health Sciences in 1949. 
Shortly after graduating, she left Greece and moved to Chicago to receive her medical license 
and go on to complete her general surgical training and surgical residency. Referred to as 
“trailblazing,” she was one of the first female plastic reconstructive surgeons in the Chicago area. 
She and Fabian Gotsis married in 1959 and together they opened Gotsis Medical Clinic in 
Calumet Park where she primarily worked with victims of trauma and burns. She and her family 
moved to Winnetka in 1977. She also served as chief of the surgical staff at St. Francis Hospital 
in Blue Island, Palos Community Hospital in Palos Heights and Little Company of Mary 
Hospital in Evergreen Park. Dr. Stavrula Gotsis died in her home at 203 Sheridan Road on 
September 28, 2016.51 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
50 “Fabian Peter Gotsis, M.D.,” [obit.] The New York Times, Legacy, July 22, 2005,  

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/nytimes/obituary.aspx?n=fabian-peter-gotsis&pid=14603944, accessed 
December 27, 2020. 

51 Joan Giangrasse Kates, “Surgeon Aided Victims of Trauma and Burns,” Chicago Tribune, October 28, 
2016. 

 

Dr. Stavrula Gotsis 
Chicago Tribune, October 28, 2016 
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Narrative Description of the Property, including Alterations 

 
A photograph and floorplans of the house were published in the The American Architect, August 
5, 1929.  
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Permit History:   
Building permits for 203 Sheridan Road that were found at the Village of Winnetka are listed in 
the table below, and copies are attached in the Appendix.  
 
DATE OWNER ACTION ARCHITECT or 

BUILDER 
June 24, 1925 Rudolph Huszagh Build 2-story brick 

residence, attached 
garage 

Ralph Huszagh 

May 28, 1970 Mr. and Mrs. J. Ganz Remodel basement 
and second floor 
room 

Builder S. Klug 

June 1, 1976 Mr. and Mrs. Gotsis  Remodel rear, entry 
stairs, add balcony 
rear second floor, 
sauna in basement 

A.R. Belrose 

November 10, 1983 Mr. and Mrs. Gotsis Construct addition Fred Polito 
 
 
The first permit dated June 24, 1925 was for construction of a 2-story brick residence with an 
attached garage. Architect was Ralph Huszagh and the owner was Rudolph Huszagh from 
Chicago. Rudolph, Ralph’s father, died on September 3, 1925, after the permit was pulled, but 
before construction was completed, and that is why the house was identified as the “Henrietta 
Huszagh House” when it was published in The American Architect on August 5, 1929.  
 
The permit called for a nine-room building that would be 51’ wide, by 34’8” deep, by 23’ high, 
with a heated porch and garage. The builder, carpenter and mason were all William Salmen of 
Winnetka, the same person who signed the permit application. 
 
Physical Description of the House: 
 
Exterior: 
The house at 203 Sheridan Road is irregularly shaped and stands two stories. Except for the 1-
1/2 story gable front section surrounding the front entrance with a window above it, the house is 
sheathed in yellow brick consisting of rows of stretchers with intermittent headers. The 
projecting section surrounding the front entrance, facing west, is made up of rectangular rough-
faced limestone blocks laid in an irregular pattern. The roofs are of variegated color slate. The 
main block of the house is topped by a steep hipped roof with a short ridge line. There is a large 
rectangular brick chimney on the west side of the main block of the house. 
 
The west façade of the brick section of the house with a hipped roof contains six windows. The 
three on the first floor are evenly spaced and are 6/9. They are capped by segmental arches 
consisting of three rows of headers. Historically these windows had shutters. There are three 
windows on the second floor. Those on the north and south end are 6/6 and capped by segmental 
arches consisting of two rows of headers. These windows, which project above the roof line, rest 
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on a string course of two rows of bricks made up of stretchers and headers. A 4/4 smaller 
window, set under the eave, is located between these two windows. There is a semicircular 
louvered opening in the center of the steep hipped roof located about 1/3 of the distance between 
the cornice and the ridge line. The section of the house containing the front door is 1-1/2 stories 
and is topped by a front facing gable. The slightly-recessed door is wood and made up of 18 
panels with an ornamental door knocker in the center. The design of the door knocker 
incorporates a face and curving elements resembling Medusa. The door surround has widely-
spaced quoins of smooth-faced limestone and is topped by a segmental arch. A wrought iron 
lantern hangs over the entrance. Above the doorway is a 6/6 window topped by a segmental arch 
made up of elongated rectangular stone blocks flanking a raised keystone. There is a decorative 
wrought iron Juliet balcony, consisting of three round baskets, surrounding the window.  
 
A two-bay front-facing  garage with paneled doors projects from  the north wall of the house. It 
has a hipped room with a clipped end. The side wall of the house is brick. There are two small 
windows on the first floor and two larger 6/6 windows on the second. A louvered vent is located 
in the gable at the east end of the wall. Two square limestone piers topped by ornamental urns, 
with stone bollards at the edge, flank the driveway leading to the garage. They are located at the 
edge of the projecting section of the house where the entrance door is located. The south pier is 
connected to the house by a curving wall. There is a path, a few steps down from the drive, 
leading along the north wall of the garage, to the back yard. The path is accessed by a decorative 
wrought iron gate. There are two double-hung windows in the north wall of the garage.  
On the south side of the house, curving stone walls topped by short decorative wrought iron 
fencing and decorative wrought iron gates flank the path. Black wrought iron lanterns top the 
piers. On the west side of the north pier, “1977” is etched in concrete. Three rounded stone steps 
lead down to the back lawn. There are three first floor openings and two second floor openings 
on the south side of the house. The first floor openings consist of casement windows topped by 
segmental arches flanking a pair of arched doors that lead in to the sun porch. The second floor 
windows are 6/6 double-hung.  
 
The rear façade of the house, which is all yellow brick, has seven windows on the first floor to 
the south of the projecting porch, and one to the north of the porch. The two at the south end are 
casements topped by rounded arches. These open into a sun room. The center three windows 
consist of a large central pane flanked by two tall narrow casements with leaded diamond panes. 
These three windows light the dining room. The next window is a 6/6 double-hung. The north 
window consists of a single pane.  The window to the north of the projecting porch is a 6/6 
double-hung. The second floor has eight windows. At the south end there is a group of three 
windows. In the center is a window topped by a segmental arch flanked by two narrow openings 
topped by round arches. These three open onto a projecting concrete balcony surrounded by a 
decorative wrought iron railing. This balcony was added in 1976 at a cost of $9,000. It was 
designed by architect A. R. Belrose.52 The decorative wrought iron railing has a quatrefoil 
pattern just below the handrail, and double balusters, one straight and one curved. The quatrefoil 
pattern can be found  on the balcony railings, handrails and trim to curving walls and gate to the 
beach. To the north is a 6/6 window with a decorative wrought iron Juliet balcony and two 
baskets that reference the baskets on the main façade over the front entry of the house. Further 
north are two windows; one is 4/4, the other 6/6. Beyond is a tall window opening onto a deck 

 
52 Application for a Building Permit. The Village of Winnetka, June 1, 1976. 
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that is part of the roof area of a single-story limestone addition that was built in 1983. It was 
designed by architect Fred Polito and cost $25,000.53  There is a large dormer over the garage 
that contains an opening in the form of a “Chicago window,” with a large center pane flanked by 
tall narrow panes. 
 
The stone addition has an irregular shape. In the southwest corner is a rounded wall with a 
doorway and three windows. The door opens onto a stone patio. West of the patio is a stairway 
that leads down to a basement entrance. This was likely remodeled in 1976 when the balcony 
was constructed. East of this area is a larger polygonal section with pairs of doors topped by 
transoms. The doors open onto a broad stone terrace with four stairs surrounding it that lead to 
the back lawn. A broad overhang surrounds the addition, which has a chimney at the north wall. 
 
Interior: 
The level of detail, inspired by historic architecture, continues from the exterior into the entrance 
hall. It is accessed through the paneled front door, which is topped by a segmental arch and wood 
surround. Above is a recessed 6/6 window topped by a segmental arch. The wood is all 
varnished. This space is two stories, culminating in a varnished beamed ceiling, with corbels, 
that follows the peak of the gable roof topping the room. The space has walnut paneled and 
plaster walls and a graceful staircase with walnut treads and risers and a curving bottom step. 
The balustrade has decorative slender wrought iron balusters supporting a curved railing. Floors 
are oak. In the paneled east wall is a doorway to the back hallway, which accesses a service 
stairway and the kitchen.  There is a large decorative hanging chandelier of glass with gold trim 
suspended from the ceiling of the entrance hall. 
 
There are three remodeled public spaces on the first floor. The living room, to the south of the 
entrance hall, is a large rectangular space accessed through an opening topped by a segmental 
arch. There are square niches with cabinets below at the north end, and a fireplace centered at the 
south end. The fireplace has a varnished wood mantel  and a deeply-grained black marble 
surround and hearth. The room is lit by three 6/9 double hung windows topped by segmental 
arches. Trim is minimal. A recessed arch on north side of the east wall that backs into the kitchen 
may have been open at one point and filled-in after a kitchen remodeling. The dining room is 
entered through a wide opening topped by a segmental arch in the center of the east wall of the 
living room. There is a second similar arched opening at the south end of the east wall, which 
leads into a sunroom. There are pairs of multi-lite French doors in both openings. There is also a 
pair of French doors in an arched opening between the dining room and sun room. The windows 
in the east wall of the dining room consist of a fixed pane flanked by tall narrow windows with 
diamond leading. The windows in sun room consist of pairs of 4-lite casement that are topped by 
arched transom windows with divided lites. A pair of double doors with five lites each opens into 
the rear yard. There are simple base and crown moldings as there are in the living room.  
 
The service rooms are all located in the northeast corner of the house. The kitchen has been 
totally remodeled and leads to the 1983 addition. This space contains a breakfast area and a large 
family room with a fireplace in the north wall, which is faced in stone. A curving wall with five 
pairs of French doors opens onto the rear terrace. A hall that runs east from the front entrance 

 
53 Application for a Building Permit, The Village of Winnetka. November 10, 1983.” Construct addition to 

single family residence.” Remodeling stairs, add balcony, sauna in basement.  
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hall leads to another hall that runs north and leads to a driveway entrance on the north side of the 
house, powder room and basement entrance, the back staircase, the laundry room and closet, and 
the kitchen on the west. 
 
The front staircase opens onto the second floor hallway through an arched opening with 
varnished decorative corbels at each end. The master bedroom with a large alcove is located at 
the south end of the hall, and is connected to another family bedroom on the east side of the 
house by a jack-and-jill bathroom. A third family bedroom is on the east side of the house. At the 
northeast corner is a maid’s room, which is accessed by the service hall. Beyond is a chauffeur’s 
bedroom, which is located over the garage. There is little in the way of decorative treatments on 
the second floor, although the 1976 balcony addition has an ornamental wrought iron railing 
overlooking the lake. There are simple crown, base moldings and door casings throughout the 
second floor.  
 

French Revival Architecture 
 

The house at 203 Sheridan Road was built at a time when Winnetka enjoyed a substantial 
population surge. The population of the village in 1920 was 6694; by 1930 it had reached 
12,166. During this same period, traditional architecture in the form of historical revival styles 
prevailed. It was a time when prosperous residents of the North Shore sought comfort and 
respectability in their homes. The house that architect Ralph Huszagh designed for his parents, 
Rudolph and Henrietta, along Sheridan Road, expresses this sensibility. French Revival was the 
Beaux Arts-trained architect’s chosen style for their home. 

 
Although French architecture never attained the degree of popularity that Tudor and Colonial 
Revival had on Chicago’s North Shore, it was much admired and received considerable attention 
nationally. It is found in suburbs like Winnetka that enjoyed substantial population growth 
during the 1920s and that feature houses designed in a variety of historical revival styles. The 
French revival style appeared in the 1920s and continued to be popular through the 1930s in a 
more simplified form, despite the Depression, before slowing in construction in the 1940s after 
World War II and disappearing in the 1950s.54  The style’s rise in popularity coincides with 
American exposure to French architecture during World War I (1914-1918). Many American 
soldiers had served in France, where they encountered first-hand exposure to French prototypes. 
It was natural for the increasingly worldly and sophisticated North Shore resident to look to 
European tradition in their homes, and several of the most sophisticated residents were enamored 
with French architecture.  
 
Throughout the 1920s, several books were published and circulated in the United States on 
French domestic country architecture, including the 1924 French Provincial Architecture as 
Shown in Various Examples of Town and Country Houses, Shops and Public Places Adaptable 
to American Conditions by Henry Oothort Milliken and Philip Lippincott Goodwin. 55 Filled 

 
54 Virginia & Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1985),  

388. After World War II, Colonial Revival architecture, with a surge in patriotism, was the favored style in 
residential architecture. 

55 Philip Lippincott Goodwin, who served as Chairman of the Department of Architecture and Industrial 
Design at New York’s Museum of Modern Art between 1935 and 1940 is best known for his striking glass front 
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with photos and measured drawings of 16th — 19th Century French manor houses, Goodwin’s 
book lauds French design. In 1923, Philip Goodwin designed a home, said to be modeled after a 
Norman French inn, for prominent Lake Forest residents, Mr. and Mrs. Noble Judah.56 Magazine 
articles praising French architecture also were plentiful. France was very much in vogue in 
America between the wars. It has been noted in the book Versailles, the American Story, that the 
children of fashionable New England families were taught French at home and were frequently 
sent to complete their studies at the Sorbonne in Paris.  The expatriate American community was 
glittering. “Paris was the place to be.”57 Ralph Huszagh was clearly enamored with the 
popularity of this style when designing his own home and one for his parents. He designed 
houses with historic integrity and elegance—that embraced French tradition, while meant for 
comfortable living. 
 
The French Revival architecture of the 1920s differed considerably from the more massive and 
pretentious Chateauesque style of the 1880s and 1890s.58  In their book on architectural styles, A 
Field Guide to American Houses, Virginia and Lee McAlester note that what they called “the 
French Eclectic style”, which was popular between 1915-1945, was based on precedents 
provided by many centuries of French architecture.  They classify the style into three subtypes, 
the symmetrical, the asymmetrical and the towered.  The identifying features that they attribute 
as common to all three types of the style are tall, steeply pitched roofs, eaves that flare out at 
roof-wall junctures and brick, stone or stucco wall cladding, sometimes with half timbering.59  
The Henrietta Huszagh House is characterized by a steeply pitched hip roof.  It is asymmetrical 
but the main block of the house has a strong sense of symmetry. Windows topped by segmental 
arches break the roofline, another typical French feature. A decorative wrought iron Juliet 
balcony, such as that over the front entrance, is found on many French-inspired houses. 
 
While French architecture was not as popular for homes built on the North Shore in the 1920s or 
1930s as Georgian or Tudor Revival, it was more prolific in Winnetka than in other North Shore 
suburbs.60 There are a number of significant eclectic homes in Winnetka with exteriors that are 
predominantly inspired by French architecture, including the Louis B. Kuppenheimer, Jr. House 
(David Adler, 1937-38, listed on the National Register of Historic Places on December 4, 2017), 
and the Epstein House, “Edgecliff” (Samuel Marx, 1930, designated a Winnetka Landmark in 
1996). Other French Revival houses include the E. T. Mayard House at 969 Hill Road, by Solon 
Spencer Beman, Jr. 1937; 388 Berkeley; 43 Locust; the LeRoy Kellogg House at 11 Indian Hill 
Road (architect unknown, 1923; 40 Indian Hill Road, 1225 Ash Street, 1210 Spruce Street,  1161 
Spruce Street and Huszagh’s own house at 204 Fuller Lane.  
 
The Henrietta Huszagh House was published -- in the August 5, 1929 issue of the American 
Architect -- as were other houses designed by him. The house at 1161 Spruce Street was 

 
1938 design, created with Edward Durrell Stone, for the building. Prior to 1930, however, he was much enamored 
with French architecture, designing his own house in Long Island in the French Revival style, in 1919. 

56  Mr. Judah was an attorney; his wife came from Ohio, a descendent of the family that founded the 
National Cash Register Company. 

57 Richard Pascale. Versailles, the American Story. Paris XXI: Alaindegourcuff, Editur, n.d. pp. 113-4. 
58 A fine North Shore example of the Chateauesque style is the Charles Gates Dawes House, 225 

Greenwood Street, Evanston, designed in 1894 by Henry Edwards Ficken. 
59 McAlester, p. 387 
60 Louis B. Kuppenheimer, Jr. House, National Register of Historic Places, December 4, 2017.  

LPC - 205 Sheridan - Page 21



 19 

published in the October, 1929, House & Garden.61  Huszagh’s house on Fuller Lane was 
published in the November, 1929, issue of The Architectural Forum.62  All of the articles are 
accompanied by beautiful Trowbridge photographs.63 
 
 

Architects of 203 Sheridan Road 
 
Ralph D. Huszagh, Huszagh and Hill 
Ralph Huszagh was born January 16, 1898, in Chicago to Rudolph 
and Henrietta Huszagh (Rudolph, an attorney, was from Hungary; 
his mother Henrietta was born in Germany). Ralph’s life in 
architecture began when he attended Cornell University’s school of 
architecture, where he met Boyd Hill, who was to become his 
business partner. In the early 1920s, Huszagh was licensed and had 
an office at 72 West Washington Street in Chicago.64 In the mid 
1920s he formed Huszagh and Hill. The partnership dissolved at the 
beginning of the Depression. In the 1930s, Huszagh’s office was at 
6 North Michigan in Chicago, and he was a member of the 
American Institute of Architects.65  Huszagh practiced after World 
War II, forming a partnership with his son Ralph C. when he too 
graduated from Cornell, in 1949.66 The firm was called Huszagh & 
Associates. Ralph D. Huszagh died on March 14, 1977. 
 
The training that Huszagh and Hill received at Cornell’s school of architecture, which was 
formed in 1896, was based on Beaux Arts principles, where design was seen as an art form.67 
The Beaux Arts curriculum evolved from formal French classicism that was taught at the Ecole 
des Beaux Arts in Paris. Historical models were studied. The focus of Beaux Arts training was 
on the synthesis of architectural styles and elaborate architectural detailing. Introduction of color 
was common. Beaux Arts buildings tended to be imposing.  
 
The practice of Huszagh & Hill was prolific and the firm designed many distinguished buildings. 
These included the French Revival 1540 North Lake Shore Drive, the Spanish Revival style 
Aragon Ballroom at 100 West Lawrence and the Renaissance Revival apartment house at 210 
East Pearson Street in Chicago68 as well as the Wilton Hotel at 1039-53 West Lawrence  in the 
Venetian Gothic style and the Art Deco New Lawrence Hotel.  The firm designed a four story 

 
61 “Decorative Brick in a Chicago Suburb.” House & Garden (October, 1929): 119. 
62 Plate 120. The Architectural Forum. November, 1929, 511-12. 
63 “House of Mrs. Henrietta Huszagh, Winnetka, IL, 1929, Lithograph, Huszagh & Hill,” The American 

Architect, https://www.stcroixarchitecture.com/products/house-of-mrs-henrietta-huszagh-winnetka-il-1929-
lithograph-huszagh-hill 

64  Emery Stanford Hall, ed. Handbook for Architects and Builders. Chicago: Illinois Society of Architects, 
1923: 39. 

65 Ibid., 1931-32: 105.  
66 Following World War II, Boyd Hill ran the Chicago Tribune Prize Home Context and later built a 

number of houses in Lake Forest, where he lived.  
67 “History of the Department of Architecture/Cornell AAP” 

https://aap.cornell.edu/academics/architecture/about/history, accessed December 30, 2020. 
68 This biographical information was taken from notes in the collection of the Winnetka Historical Society. 

 

Ralph Huszagh, 1929 
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addition to the 1924 Bridgeview Bank Building at 4753 N. Broadway. Huszagh designed 
Blackstone Hall at the University of Chicago and Indiana limestone store buildings at 4800 and 
6400 Sheridan Road on the north side of Chicago. Both as a firm and individually, Huszagh and 
Hill designed buildings in a variety of revival styles. 
 
The 17-story apartment building at 1540 Lake Shore Drive, at the south end of Lincoln Park was 
included in Baird & Warner’s folio, Portfolio of Fine Apartment homes, published in 1928.69. It 
was subsequently featured in Chicago Apartments: A Century of Lakefront Luxury.70 This red 
brick building with limestone trim, which contains two apartments to a floor is crowned by a 
steep  hipped roof with similar proportions to the lakefront house that Huszagh designed for his 
parents. Although eclectic in its classical and medieval details, the design evokes a French 
chateau.  
 
The firm, also designed a number of buildings on the North Shore, where their practice was 
largely residential. The Winnetka Historical Society maintains a partial list of projects by Ralph 
Huszagh. It includes commercial buildings at 545-551 Lincoln and 596-612 Lincoln although 
most of the buildings cited are residential. They range from 1925 to 1967 and reflect designs in a 
number of styles including Colonial Revival, Mediterranean, Tudor Revival and French Revival. 
Five on the list have been demolished. Both his own house, which he shared with his wife 
Marjorie Wickett Huszagh, children and two servants at 204 Fuller Lane71 and the house he 
designed at 1161 Spruce Street feature a prominent steeply-pitched hip roof. This seems to be a 
signature feature of Huszagh’s French-inspired houses.  
  
Ralph Huszagh’s architecture was published in a 64-page monograph on the work of Huszagh & 
Hill that was published in 1927.  It features several Winnetka houses including his own house at 
204 Fuller Lane and his parents’ house at 203 Sheridan Road. Four buildings by Huszagh & Hill 
were selected for inclusion in the Chicago Historic Resource Survey. These were 1540 N. Lake 
Shore Drive, 1020 and 1039 W. Lawrence Avenue and 210 East Pearson Street.72 
 
There is a large collection of architectural records for buildings by Boyd Hill or Huszagh & Hill 
at the Chicago History Museum. These include 80 job files of drawings, 60 photographs and one 
box of photographs and photostats. The information included records on the firm’s major 
buildings private residences in the northern suburbs.73  
 
 
 

 
69 Portfolio of Fine Apartment homes, Chicago: Baird & Warner, 1928. 

https://www.invaluable.com/auction-lot/chicago-baird-warner-portfolio-of-fine-apartment--109-c-8c10138e9e, 
accessed December 30, 2020. 

70 Neil Harris, Chicago Apartments: A Century of Lakefront Luxury (New York: Acanthus Press, 2004), 
220. 

71 1930 U.S. Federal Census, Ancestry.com 
72 Chicago Historic Resources Survey: An Inventory of Architecturally and Historically Significant 

Structures: Chicago: Commission on Chicago Landmarks and the Chicago Department of Planning and 
Development and Planning, 1996. IV-14. 

73 “Architectural Records for Buildings by Boyd Hill or Huszagh & Hill.” Chicago History Museum. 
https://explore.chicagocollections.org/marcxml/chicagohistory/30/p844q35/, accessed December 30, 2020. 
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Albert Richard Belrose (1923 – 2012) 
Albert Belrose designed the 1976 remodel of the rear entry stairs, addition of the balcony on the 
second floor rear and the sauna in the basement. Belrose was born on November 20, 1923 of 
Jewish immigrant parents and raised in the Austin neighborhood of Chicago. He attended Austin 
High School and in 1942 he lived with his father Ben at 5301 W. Jackson Boulevard in 
Chicago.74 He received his master’s degree in architecture from Harvard when Walter Gropius 
was dean, and worked in the firm of Perkins and Will before he formed his own firm, Albert R. 
Belrose & Associates. On September 8, 1951 he married Natalie Kaufman. He designed the Carl 
Kaufmann House in Aurora, Illinois in 1956, 871 Marion Avenue in Highland Park, known as 
the “House in the Garden,” the Malibu East condominium tower at 6007 N. Sheridan Road in 
Chicago in 1969, the Abe A. Brown House in River Forest in 1957, and a modernist house in 
Oak Park, Illinois in 1962.75  
 
Belrose designed the Beth Torah synagogue, 9200 S. Vanderpoel Avenue in Chicago in 1968 
(demolished, 1974).76 In 1960 his office was at 5611 W. Chicago Avenue in Chicago. He died on 
June 10,  2012. He was a member of the American Institute of Architects from 1978 – 1991.77  
 
Fred Polito 
Fred Polito designed and built the porch 1983 addition on the rear of the building. Mr. Polito 
graduated from New Trier High School, and received a Bachelor’s degree in architecture from 
the University of Illinois in 1970. He was licensed to practice in Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin. 
He began his practice, Fred Polito Architect, in 1974, and is currently listed at 1544 Shermer 
Road in Northbrook, Illinois. According to the company website, Polito designed many 
residential buildings, including new residences and additions, along the North Shore of Chicago, 
and all over the country, as well as commercial buildings throughout Illinois and Indiana. Mr. 
Polito is also an accomplished sketch artist.78 He retired from the practice of architecture two 
years ago.79 
 
Fred D. Polito was the son of architect Frank Polito, who designed many local area schools and 
was acknowledged as an authority on school design and construction. Frank Polito was born in 

 
74 “Albert Belrose, U.S. World War II Draft Cards, Ancestry.com. 
75 The Carl Kaufmann House, https://www.aurora-il.org/488/The-Carl-Kaufmann-House-1956, 871 Marion 

Avenue, Highland Park, https://tour.vht.com/70081714/871-marion-avenue-highland-park-il-60035, accessed 
December 31, 2020; Dennis Rodkin, “In a Modernist Mood – Oak Park,” Crain’s Chicago Business, July 30, 2009, 
https://www.chicagomag.com/real-estate/july-2009/in-a-modernist-mood-mdashoak-park/, accessed December 30, 
2020; Oak Park: Pleasant Home Foundation’s Fall House Tour Highlights the 1950s, 
https://www.oakpark.com/News/Articles/9-30-2014/Oak-Park:-Pleasant-Home-Foundation's-fall-house-tour-
highlights-the-1950s/, accessed December 31, 2020. 

76 “Beth Torah Congregation Breaks Ground,” The Economist, August 14, 1960; Errol Magidson, “Beth 
Torah: the Congregation that Held Services in a Castle,” https://chicagosonlycastle.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/01/Errol-CJH-4-2014.pdf, accessed January 1, 2021; “Congregation to Dedicate Temple Site,” 
Chicago Tribune, April 5, 1959; “The Beth Torah Synagogue,” The Beverly Review, October 14, 2015, 
https://www.beverlyreview.net/image_e688b28a-71af-11e5-acfe-a7554d405ef5.html, accessed January 1, 2021.  

77 Albert Richard Belrose, AIA Historical Directory of American Architects, 
https://aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/pages/35831176/ahd1002955, accessed January 1, 
2021.  

78 Fred Polito Architect, https://sites.google.com/site/fredpolitoarch/home, accessed on October 7, 2020. 
79 Interview with Fred Polito, October 7, 2020. 
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Hurley, Wisconsin, in 1908, and graduated from the Illinois Institute of Technology. He was a 
member of the American Institute of Architects. Frank Polito designed the house at 545 Oak 
Street in Winnetka in the late 1930s, listed on the National Register of Historic Places. He died at 
59 years of age in Evanston.80 
 

 
Builders of 203 Sheridan Road 

William Salinen original construction – No information was found concerning this builder. 
 
Cornell & Fornell 1976 remodel – No information was found concerning this builder.  
 

Landmark Status of the Property 
The house located at 203 Sheridan Road is not listed on the National Register of Historic Places, 
either individually or within a historic district. It is not a Winnetka Landmark, and was not 
identified as part of the Illinois Historic Structures Survey conducted between 1971 and 1975. 
The property was not surveyed as part of the 1990 Survey of Winnetka performed by Susan 
Benjamin. 
 

Evaluation of Historic Significance 
The building at 203 Sheridan Road has historic significance because it was designed by the 
distinguished and prolific architect Ralph Huszagh, when he was with the firm of Huszagh & 
Hill, and because Huszagh designed the house for his parents. 203 Sheridan Road is not far from 
where Huszagh and his family lived in a house he designed, and not far from another house 
where his brother lived, also designed by Huszagh. While Huszagh’s father died before moving 
in to 203 Sheridan, his mother lived in it, and after she could no longer live there, Huszagh 
continued to own it until around the time she died. Subsequent owners, while all successful and 
accomplished, didn’t live in the house for very long, and many rented the house to tenants. 
 
Arch and Ora Anderson lived in the house from approximately 1933 – 1936 while Arch was vice 
president of the Continental Illinois National Bank and Trust company in Chicago, in charge of 
all of the bank’s business west of the Mississippi River, before moving to California. Ronald 
Monroe rented the house from 1937 – 1941 while he was vice-president of the Utilities Power & 
Light Corporation of Chicago, before moving to Pennsylvania and later New York. Gladys 
Gilliland was a socialite and her stepson John L. Grant, Jr. was the wealthy grandson of James F. 
Meagher, former president of the People’s Gas, Light and Coke Company. They rented the house 
from approximately 1942 until 1950, but Gladys lived primarily in Florida and John L. Grant, Jr. 
was in the service and it is not known if he returned to live in the house after the war was over. 
 
Owner George Hayes was the president of the Marshall Field Educational Corporation. He and 
his wife owned the house from 1952 – 1970, but George died in 1957 and the house was rented 
from at least 1964 through 1969 to Roger and Ruth Bensinger. Roger was vice-president of the 
Brunswick Corporation and Ruth was an active charitable fundraiser. Jerry Ganz was the 
chairman and CEO of Gateway Industries, and is credited with inventing and marketing the 
retractable seatbelt. He and his wife Peggy owned the home from 1970 – 1974, but they may 
have rented the house to J.T. Raffaldini, a parent of Jay and Barbara Raffaldini, owners of the 

 
80 “Architect of Area Schools, Frank Polito Dead at 59,” Berwyn Life, April 12, 1967. 
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Raffaldini Winery in North Carolina. The people that lived in the house the longest were Drs. 
Fabian and Stavrula Gotsis. The Gotsis family lived at 203 Sheridan Road for almost 40 years. 
Both medical doctors, Dr. Stavrula Gotsis was a remarkable woman -- one of the first female 
plastic reconstructive surgeons in the State of Illinois. 
 

Evaluation of Architectural Significance 
The house at 203 Sheridan Road is architecturally significant as exemplifying French Revival 
architecture. Compared to Tudor and Colonial Revival, there are relatively few French Revival 
style houses in Winnetka. Those that exist, however, whether large or small, are high-style 
examples and tend to be significant, without alterations that detract from the stylistic significance 
of the house. Some of the French Revival houses are of the towered variety, some symmetrical, 
and some, like 203 Sheridan Road, have an irregular footprint. The house at 203 Sheridan Road 
is a fine example of the more irregularly-shaped French Revival houses. 
 
203 Sheridan Road is also significant because of its association with Ralph Huszagh, who 
created stately French houses, many with steep, prominent hipped roofs. Huszagh clearly favored 
French Revival architecture. He selected the style for his own house and that for his parents. 
French houses have a strong street presence and all things French have been admired over the 
years—in architecture, the decorative arts and in cooking. Huszagh was a talented architect and 
skillfully interpreted the style. His design and photographs of the house were published in The 
American Architect in 1929. 
 
In the Henrietta Huszagh House, Huszagh applied his design skills, particularly on the exterior 
and, evident on the interior, in the entrance hall. The rest of the interior appears surprisingly 
simple, not evidencing the expected level of detail associated with French architecture. However, 
permits in the file and newspaper articles that reference the interior of the building suggest that 
there were changes to the interior of the house, and those changes likely consisted of removal of 
historic features. That said, the house has considerable architectural significance as a creatively-
designed example of French Revival architecture. It is a house that was designed by a skilled 
architect who favored the style. Its massing, combination of materials (showcasing the 
characteristic texture of brick, stone and wrought iron) and attention to detail on the exterior are 
beautifully executed. Though set back from the street, its view from Sheridan Road is an 
important part of the historic views enjoyed by riders along this pleasure drive. The placement of 
the house on its lot is an important attribute of its significance. 
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Attachment A.  
Exterior Photographs of 203 Sheridan Road 
  

 
West elevation 

 

Front entry 
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Wall at northwest corner of house Steps to back yard, north elevation, 
looking east 
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East elevation 

Northwest elevation 
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East elevation 

 

East elevation, looking northwest 
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South side of 1983 porch addition on east elevation 

 
East elevation, south side 
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East elevation, south side, 1976 balcony addition 

 
South gate, separating back yard 
from front yard looking west 

South gate, looking east, marked “1977” 
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South Elevation 

 

Gate, steps to beach 
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Attachment B. Interior Photographs of 203 Sheridan Road 
  

 
Front entrance hall, looking east 

 
Front entrance hall, looking west 

 
Front entrance hall, looking east to kitchen 

 
Stairs to second floor 
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View of stairs from second floor Chandelier 

Front entry hall corbel View from front entry hall to living room 
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Living room looking north 

Living room looking southeast 

 

Living room view to dining room, sun porch, looking southeast 
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Living room looking southwest 

 

Living room fireplace 
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Sun porch looking west to living room 

Sun porch looking west to living room 

Sun porch looking east  
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Dining room looking southeast, sun porch on right 

Dining room looking northwest toward living room, hall on right 
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Dining room east wall, kitchen on left 

Dining room north wall, living room, hall on left, kitchen on right 
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Kitchen, south wall Kitchen, north wall 

Kitchen, west wall, looking through 
hall to door to front entry hall 

View from kitchen to 1983 porch 
addition, looking northeast 
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View from kitchen to porch addition 
looking southeast 

Porch addition looking sout 

Porch addition, south side 
 looking east 

Porch addition, north side 
 looking east 
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Porch addition north side, north wall looking northeast 

Porch addition looking west toward kitchen 
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Second floor hall looking south Bedroom 1 looking southeast 

Bathroom 1 Bathroom 1 tub 
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Master bedroom, looking northwest 

Master bedroom, looking southeast 

Master bedroom, looking northeast 
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Bedroom 2, looking southeast Bathroom 2 

  

Bedroom 3 east wall View from bedroom 3 balcony 
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View from bedroom 3 to bedroom 1 
looking southwest  

View from bedroom 3 to bedroom 4 
looking northeast 

View from bedroom 4 windows looking east 
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Second floor hall, looking north Second floor back stairs, looking north 

First floor back stairs, looking north 

Basement, east wall 
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Attachment C. Select Research 

1. 1938 Sanborn Map  

 

Winnetka Historical Society 
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2. U.S. Geographic Information Survey Map 
  

 

Winnetka Historical Society 
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3. Plat of Survey  

 

LPC - 205 Sheridan - Page 52



 50 

 
4. Real estate Listings 

 
  

 

 

Real Estate Listing, 1950 Winnetka Historical Society 

Real Estate Listing, c. 1969 – 1970 Winnetka Historical Society 
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Real Estate Listing, c. 1968 - 1969 Winnetka Historical Society 

Real Estate Listing, c. 1968 - 1969 Winnetka Historical Society 
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Undated photographs of 203 Sheridan Road from Real Estate Listings 
 Winnetka Historical Society 
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Real Estate Listing, c. 1967 – 1968, Winnetka Historical Society 

Real Estate Listing, c. 1970, Winnetka Historical Society 
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Undated photographs from Real Estate Listings, Winnetka Historical Society 
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Real Estate Listing, c. 1970 – 1971, Winnetka Historical Society 
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5. Articles 
Ralph D. Huszagh 

 
  

 

Chicago Tribune, October 23, 1950 

 

Chicago Tribune, March 16, 1977 
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Chicago Tribune, September 27, 1925 
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Chicago Tribune, February 25, 1967 

Chicago Tribune, January 12, 1936 
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Chicago Tribune, February 24, 1958 
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Albert R. Belrose 
  

 

 

Chicago Tribune, February 24, 1957 

Chicago Tribune, June 10, 2012 
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Southtown Economist, August 14, 1960 
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Arch W. Anderson 
  

 

 

Los Angeles Times, September 16, 1946 

 

California Eagle,  
December 28, 1939 
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Ronald R. Monroe 
  

 
The Philadelphia Inquirer, December 14, 1958 
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George Miller Hayes 
Adeline Z. Hayes 
  

 

 
Messenger-Inquirer (Owensboro, Kentucky), 
October 11, 1957 

 
Chicago Tribune, June 2, 1955 
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Roger G. and Ruth Bensinger 
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Chicago Tribune, October 11, 1964 
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Chicago Tribune, January 25, 1967 
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Dr. Stavrula Gotsis 
  

 

Chicago Tribune, October 28, 2016 
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6. Permits 
  

 

July 21, 1932  
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Original construction permit, June 24, 1925 
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Correspondence concerning State permit to construct steel jetty, 1955 
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May 28, 1970 
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June 1, 1976 
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November 10, 1983 
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7. Table of partial list of projects designed by Ralph Huszagh  

  

 Winnetka Historical Society 

LPC - 205 Sheridan - Page 79



 77 

 
 

                                           205 Sheridan Road 
       The Raymond and Vera Britz House 

                                                             “Shore-Winds” 
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                                              205 Sheridan Road81 
                             The Raymond and Vera Britz House 

               “Shore-Winds” 
 

Constructed in 1957 
with alterations in 1993 

Designed by Harry N. Johnson 
 

Property Index Number: 
05-21-412-017-0000 

 
Ownership History of the Land Parcel 

 
The legal description of the property is:  
 
Lot 1 and Lot 2 in Britz’s Resubdivision of Lot 11 in R. Williamson’s Sheridan Road 
Subdivision of part of Lots 2, 3, and 4 of Simon and Others Subdivision of parts of Fractional 
Southeast ¼ Section 21, and part of the fractional Southwest ¼ of Section 22, Township 42 
North, Range 13, East of the Third Principal Meridian, according to Plat thereof recorded 
January 6, 1972 as document 21768877. 
 

Historic Owners of the Property 
Property Owners Approximate Period of Ownership 

Raymond and Vera Britz 1957 - 1992 
Robert and Sharlene Britz 1993 - 2020 

 
 

Owners of the Land Parcel and 205 Sheridan Road82 
 
Raymond and Vera Tupper-White Melin Britz  
Resided in the home from 1957 – 1992 
 
Raymond Britz (1904 – 1975) 
Raymond was born in 1904 in Illinois. In 1930 he lived at 6326 Artesian Avenue in Chicago, and  
worked as a salesman/driver for a dairy. By 1940, he rented a home at 2215 Foster Avenue with 
his first wife Josephine O. Britz, and their daughter Marilyn and twins Robert and Donna. He 
was a foreman at a milk distribution center.83 On October 16, 1940, he registered for the draft, 

 
81 The street address for the property is recorded with the Cook County Clerk’s Office as 209 Sheridan 

Road, Winnetka, http://www.ccrecorder.org/parcels/show/parcel_title/385469/. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the 
Cook County Clerk’s Office was closed during this project. Researching the chain of title for this property was 
limited to reviewing the permit files for the Village of Winnetka and online searches. 

82 Due to the closure of the Cook County Clerk’s Office, researching the chain of title prior to 1990 was 
limited to permits from the Village of Winnetka address files, telephone directories and other information provided 
by the Winnetka Historical Society, and online searches. 

83 1930, 1940 U.S. Federal Census, Ancestry.com. The 1929 R.L. Polk’s Directory for Evanston, Illinois 
lists Raymond N. Britz as a salesman for the Wieland Dairy Co, 2221 Ridge Avenue, Evanston.  
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and indicated that he worked for Prudential Life Insurance Company.84 It is not known when 
Raymond Britz began working for Industrial Gas Engineering Company, but he eventually 
became president. Raymond Britz died in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida on January 11, 1975.85 
 
Vera Tupper-White Melin Britz (1897? - 1992)  
Vera’s parents were Emily and Frank Tupper-White. Her father was an architect. In 1920, she 
lived with her parents at 4863 N. Paulina Street in Chicago. She was born in England and 
emigrated to the United States in 1905. In 1930, she lived at 7064 Greenview Avenue with her 
first husband Eugene. She was unemployed. By1940, she was widowed and lived with her sister 
Olive Aby at 5400 Lakewood Avenue in Evanston. She worked as a secretary for the Industrial 
Gas Engineering Company.86 While living in Winnetka with her second husband Raymond Britz, 
she was active in the Republican Party and president of the Fifty Club.87 Vera Britz died in 
Evanston Hospital on September 23, 1992.88 
 
Robert and his first wife Josephine divorced sometime between 1940 and 1949 and Josephine 
moved to California.89 No records were found for their divorce; however, Josephine later married 
a man named Harold Magee of Montrose, California.90 Additionally, no information was found 
for Raymond’s subsequent marriage to Vera Tupper-White Melin, but newspaper articles from 
Chicago refer to Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Britz as early as 1952. In December of 1956, when they 
applied for a permit to build the house at 205 Sheridan Road in Winnetka, they were living at 
1531 Touhy Avenue in Chicago. They were members of the Michigan Shores Club in Wilmette. 
Raymond and Vera also had a home at 3900 N. Ocean Drive, in Lauderdale-By-the-Sea, Florida,  
where he and Vera spent their winters. They were members of the Coral Ridge Yacht Club and 
sponsors of the Oral School and the Opera Society, all in Fort Lauderdale. 
  
Industrial Gas Engineering is one of the oldest family owned high temperature fan companies in 
the country, founded in 1924. Located in Westmont, Illinois, IGE manufactures and repairs high 
temperature manufacturing blowers and fan equipment.91 Kaybee Engineering Company was 
located in Westmont, and was part of the Electrical Products Manufacturing Industry.92 The two 
companies are now merged. IGE has between 11-50 employees and is a privately held concern.  
 
 

 
84 U.S. World War II Draft Cards, 1940 – 1947, Ancestry.com. 
85 “Britz,” [obit.] Ft. Lauderdale News, January 14, 1975. 
86 1940 U.S. Federal Census, Ancestry.com. 
87 Chicago Tribune, December 6, 1959; Chicago Tribune, December 13, 1959;  Chicago Tribune, June 12, 

1960; “Vera Melin Britz, Winnetka Talk, September 23, 1992. 
88 “Britz,” [obit.], Chicago Tribune, September 25, 1992. 
89 “White-Britz,” Chicago Tribune, November 13, 1949. 
90 “News of Troths Steals Spotlight,” Los Angeles Evening Citizen News (Hollywood, California), March 

25, 1958. 
91 Industrial Gas Engineering, https://igefans.com/about-ige/; Industrial Heating, Industrial Gas 

Engineering, https://www.industrialheating.com/directories/2743-aftermarket-training-consulting-
directory/listing/6769-industrial-gas-engineering; Industrial Gas Engineering Co., Inc., Bloomberg, 
https://www.bloomberg.com/profile/company/0035753D:US, accessed December 15, 2020. 

92 “Kaybee Engineering Company, Incorporated, Company Profile,” Dun & Bradstreet, 
https://www.dnb.com/business-directory/company-
profiles.kaybee_engineering_company.fa4ba3ec9bc3ce0792b1d618c1d9fb2d.html, accessed December 15, 2020. 
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Robert N. and Sharlene Wisehaupt Britz 
Resided in the home from 1993 – 2020 
 
Robert Norman Britz (1935 - ) 
Sharlene Esther Wisehaupt Britz (abt 1935 - ) 
 
Robert R. Britz was born in August, 1935 in Illinois, the son of Raymond and Josephine Britz, 
and twin brother of Donna Britz. After Raymond’s and Josephine’s divorce, Josephine and the 
children moved to California. Robert graduated from Pasadena High School, Pasadena City 
College and, with a degree in industrial engineering, from the University of Southern California 
in 1958. He was a charter member of the American Institute for Industrial Engineers. Robert and 
Sharlene Wisehaupt married on June 27, 1959 in Los Angeles, California. Sharlene graduated 
from Marshall High School,  the Brown School for Girls in California, and the University of 
Southern California.93  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is not known when Robert and Sharlene moved from California to Illinois, however they 
assumed ownership of the house at 205 Sheridan in 1993. They evidently maintained a home in 
California, because they have been generous patrons of the arts, sponsoring the McCallum 
Theatre in Palm Springs California for many years. Currently, Robert is the president and CEO 

 
93 “Miss Wisehaupt Becomes Bride,” Los Angeles Evening News, June 30, 1959. 

Vera and Sharlene Britz 
Ft. Lauderdale News, April 3, 1983 
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of Industrial Gas Engineering Company, Inc., and their daughter Juliene Britz is the CFO. 
Juliene graduated from Northwestern University with a B.S. in Political Science and Sociology 
in 1994 and from the Northwestern University School of Law in 1997. She has worked at IGE 
since she graduated from law school in 1997.94  
 
 

Narrative Description of the Property, including Alterations 
 
Building permits for 205 Sheridan Road that were found at the Village of Winnetka are attached 
in the appendix and the most significant permits are listed in the table below.  
PERMIT DATE OWNER ACTION ARCHITECT OR 

BUILDER 
July 21, 1932 Mrs. H.W. Young Construct an 

accessory building 
(bath house) 

Mrs. H.W. Young 

December 7, 1956 Raymond and Vera 
Britz 

Construct split-level 
single family 
dwelling 

Harry N. Johnson 

April 14, 1993 Sharlene and Robert 
L. Britz 

Construct attached 4-
car garage, expand 
bedroom wing, 
rehabilitate existing 
bathrooms 

Hazlett Associates 

May 20, 1993 Sharlene and Robert 
L. Britz 

Construct pillars   

September 1, 1998 Sharlene and Robert 
L. Britz 

Construct patio, 
fountain 

Ruffalo, Inc.  

 
The earliest permit found in the permit file at the Village of Winnetka is dated July 21, 1932, and 
allowed owner Mrs. H.W. Young to construct a bath house on the property. No information was 
found on this owner, and the structure is no longer extant.  
 

Physical Description of the House 
 
The Raymond and Vera Britz House is a large home located on a beautiful lot overlooking Lake 
Michigan. The property is entered through two pairs of square brick posts topped by lanterns. 
“SHORE-WINDS”  is etched in a stone band on one of the posts. There is a wrought iron gate 
with a geometric post attached to  one of the posts. The house is long and low with broad 
overhangs. On the exterior there are no historic references, no applied ornament. Geometry 
governs the design. There is considerable attention to detail, with meticulous wire-brushed long, 
narrow bricks—with recessed horizontal joints. Window muntins in the groups of front windows 
recall the muntin configurations found on Prairie Style houses. This may be a later alteration as 
Neo-Prairie houses became popular in the 1980s and ‘90s. Despite the general informality of the 
ranch house configuration and the spareness of detailing, there is focus on a formal front 

 
94 “Juliene Britz,” Linkedin, https://www.linkedin.com/in/juliene-britz-878a6a13/, accessed January 1, 

2021.  
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entrance. It has a more massive presence than the rest of the house, with a pair of doors with 
square glass openings, flanked by narrow glass sidelights, set under a projecting portico with a 
hip roof supported by two massive brick piers. The back of the house stands two storied with a 
center section that has four pairs of doors opening onto a deck over an enclosed projecting porch. 
This center area is flanked by two projecting wings with picture windows on both floors. 
Numerous contemporary houses include picture windows, which consist of a single fixed pane 
flanked by operable side windows—a variation on the Chicago windows that characterize the 
city’s early skyscrapers. Vast expanses of glass open the house up to the home’s landscaped yard 
the views of Lake Michigan. 
 
The interior of the house reflects contemporary informal living—with a focus on entertaining.  
Yet, it also has some surprising decorative elements that are not modern, a nod to the traditional. 
Entry into the house is into an interior vestibule with split stairs that extend upstairs to the living 
area and downstairs to the recreation area. At the top of the staircase is a balustrade of filigreed 
wrought iron work. Decorative wrought iron in a leafy pattern frames the  entrance into a vast 
living room measuring approximately 30’ X 60.” Beyond are pairs of doors leading to an exterior 
deck. There is no dining room, only a dining area on one side of the living room. This kind of 
open plan is typically found in post-World War II houses, just not on this vast scale. One wing 
flanking the living room contains bedrooms, the other contains the kitchen and service area. 
Although the house is contemporary in plan, the interior decorating is not modern. There is 
patterned wallpaper in the hallway, crystal chandeliers and sconces and Rococo finishes on the 
bedroom closets. The master bedroom has a fireplace with a marble mantel; the living room 
fireplace has a wood mantel, flanked by mirrored walls. The bathroom in the bedroom wing is 
unique—with undulating glass block walls, forest green tiles and counters, a TV at the end of the 
bathtub, sections with toilets and a wall with three sinks that have decorative ceramic bowls and 
golden fixtures. The simplicity associated with contemporary architecture of the period is absent. 
The front staircase splits and leads to the lower level. The stairway has wood wainscot topped by 
wallpaper that mimics a decorative pattern in the iron railing. At one landing is a mirrored wall 
in a marble pattern with filigreed hanging lights over a planter with plastic plants. The 
downstairs area contains a paneled recreation room with a stone fireplace wall and a prominent 
bar. It also contains an opening for a projector (located in the adjacent office) so that movies 
could be shown in the room—a first generation home theater. Beyond is the enclosed porch that 
leads outside to the terrace, yard and beach. Areas of the lower level have whimsical wallpaper, 
some with a French look, some with an Italian theme. A paneled office and guest suite, including 
a bathroom with salmon-colored tile, is found at one end of the rec room; another bedroom, a 
kitchen (complete with a stove with pull-out burners) and a laundry room are located on the 
other.  
 
Picture windows look out onto the landscaped rear yard and Lake Michigan. There is a terrace at 
the rear with two curving stone walls flanking a granite circular fountain that contains a star-
shape pattern in the stone. Like most houses of the period, the outside living area is at the rear. 
The landscape treatments, however, are more elaborate, as befits a home of this size at such a 
stunning location. 
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What sets this contemporary house apart from others is its integrity. It is a step back in time and 
documenting its style as it reflects mid-century living is important to understanding the culture of 
the period. 
 
Architects of 203 Sheridan Road: 
 
Harry N. Johnson (1899 – 1989) 
Harry Nels Johnson was born on December 3, 1899.95 In 1940, he lived with his parents at 4850 
N. Winchester Avenue in Chicago. His parents Nels and Alma Johnson were born in Sweden. 
His father was a plasterer and contractor and Harry was listed as working as an architect in his 
own business, after graduating from high school without having attended college.96 During 
World War II he served with the Seabees in Alaska and Guam. As a resident, he served as the 
grand marshall of the Memorial Day parade in Glenview, Illinois for many years.97 He died on 
April 5, 1989, and was survived by his wife, Blanche Foege Johnson. 
 
He worked on the Edgewater Beach Hotel and Edgewater Beach Apartments, so he may have 
worked as a draftsman for Benjamin Marshall. He subsequently designed contemporary 
residential buildings in Chicago and the northern suburbs, including many residential buildings 
in Skokie. He also designed 6046 N. Francisco in 1947 and 7631 N. Sheridan Road in 1967, both 
in Chicago, and 660 Linden in Lake Forest, which was the subject of a lengthy article in the 
Chicago Tribune.98 He retired as an architect in 1988 after sixty years of practice.99 His 
contemporary residential designs reflect the time period and many are extant. It is not known 
why Raymond and Vera Britz chose Harry Johnson to design their home at 205 Sheridan Road.  
 
Hazlett Associates 
In 1993, an addition was designed by Hazlett Associates. A four-car the house at 205 Sheridan 
Road was added, the bedroom wing was expanded and the bathrooms were renovated. Ken 
Hazlett LLC is located at 609 Dempster Street in Evanston. The firm has operated for over thirty 
years designing, building and renovating residential buildings along the North Shore and in the 
Lincoln Park neighborhood.  
 
Kenneth S. Hazlett, architect and president, graduated from IIT with a bachelor of architecture 
and attended the Princeton University Graduate School of Architecture. He was a founding 
partner of Exedra Books, Inc., an architectural book dealer and coeditor of a new edition of Karl 
Freidrich Schinkel’s “Collection of Architectural Designs,” Ken was also a founding member of 
New Palladio Group LLC, a prominent residential development firm that designed residential 
buildings in the North Shore and Chicago, now dissolved. He is the primary architect for Ken 
Hazlett LLC and lives in Lake Forest. 
 
Builders of 205 Sheridan Road: 
Charles Sunny, Evanston, Illinois – no information was found on this builder. 

 
95 “Harry N. Johnson,” 1900 U.S. Federal Census, World War II Draft Card, Ancestry.com. 
96 Ibid. 
97 Harry N. Johnson,” [obit.], Chicago Tribune, April 8, 1989. 
98 Elena Krautter, “Of, By, and For Family,” Chicago Tribune, July 6, 1963 
99Johnson, Chicago Tribune obituary. 
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Contemporary Architecture 

After 1945, when World War II ended, the country experienced an enormous residential building 
boom. There was an unprecedented demand for housing as GI’s returned and settled down to 
raise families. At the same time, as mass housing was being constructed by major development 
companies, architect-designed single-family homes were also being built. Initially, housing on a 
large scale was influenced by traditional styles, especially colonial architecture; Cape Cods were 
blanketing the country. 
 
As the 1950s dawned, houses unincumbered by historical influences were built. Many  tended to 
be long and low with broad overhangs, recalling the Prairie Style houses of Frank Lloyd Wright 
and his Usonian houses, built of wood, brick and glass from 1936 through his death in 1959. 
These homes, with few traditional references, were promoted in shelter magazines like House 
Beautiful. Casual lifestyles were embraced in these informally planned homes. Both their design 
and the lifestyle they embodied were described as “contemporary,” i.e., “of their time.” The more 
high-style houses with vast expanses of glass, flat roofs and crisp geometric lines —sometime 
constructed of steel and glass, were touted as “modern.”  
 
Contemporary houses of the 1950s stood a single story or were split-levels. They could be large, 
like the Britz House, but they were not pretentious or formal. They were about casual living and 
embraced fun and recreation. Indoor-outdoor living was a given. Small houses had patios; larger 
houses had terraces, decks and inviting landscape features. Households with children were child-
centered. Families without children or with older children often incorporated large entertainment 
areas. 
 

Landmark Status of the Property 
The house located at 205 Sheridan Road is not listed on the National Register of Historic Places, 
either individually or within a historic district. It is not a Winnetka Landmark, and was not 
identified as part of the Illinois Historic Structures Survey conducted between 1971 and 1975. 
The property was not surveyed as part of the 1990 Survey of Winnetka by Susan Benjamin.  
 

Evaluation of Historic Significance 
The building at 205 Sheridan Road has little historic significance. Its two owners - a couple, and 
their son and his wife -  while successful and accomplished, are not particularly noteworthy 
distinguished among other Winnetka residents. These owners maintained or maintain homes 
outside of Winnetka and spend a considerable amount of time outside of the state. The 
significance of the house at 205 Sheridan Road lies in its architecture. 

 
Evaluation of Architectural Significance 

The Contemporary house designed for Raymond and Vera Britz, is one of many thoughtfully-
designed Contemporary houses in Winnetka. These houses gain significance because of their 
attention to scale and proportion and their handling of materials. They don’t rely on any 
association with traditional architecture. Though architecturally interesting, the exterior of the 
Raymond and Vera Britz House is not among the most skillfully-designed Contemporary houses 
in the Village. Its entrance portico is out of scale with the remainder of the house. Its use of 
materials, however, is unusual—with wire-brushed brick and recessed horizontal joints, 
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reinforcing the home’s horizontal orientation and broad horizontal overhangs.  Like the house at 
203, its siting is also significant, placed toward the rear of the lot. The interior of the house, 
though more eclectic than the exterior because of its decorative French details, is significant as 
representing the informal cultural of the mid-century life style.  
 
The Britz House was built for informal entertaining—with a very large living/dining room and 
several rooms that open onto terraces and balconies, embracing indoor-outdoor living. The 
lower- level recreation room, with a prominent bar and the ability to show movies reflects the 
fun of 1950s living. The house, with its original decorating, is a time warp. Despite additions at 
the rear, the interior is virtually unaltered and the home’s design is a step back in time. 
 

Contemporary Houses in Winnetka 
There are numerous contemporary houses located throughout the village. Some were built west 
of Hibbard Road south of Tower Road, along Elm Street, near Mt. Pleasant and other places in 
the Village where there has been construction since World War II.  They are similar stylistically 
to 205 Sheridan Road, with few if any historical references, broad overhangs and constructed of 
wood, brick and glass. They are ranch houses and split levels—large and small and are an 
integral part of the architectural fabric of the community. The Raymond and Vera Britz House is 
one of many mid-century Contemporary houses, interesting but not especially significant. 
 
*************************************************************************** 
 

Evaluation of Neighborhood and Lakefront Impact 
The historic pattern of houses along the east side of Sheridan Road prior to subdivision and re-
subdivision of property consists of an imposing single family house set back from the road, 
sometimes with a coach house located at Sheridan Road. The removal of the two houses 
proposed for demolition and replacement at 203 and 205 Sheridan Road could potentially have a 
negative effect on the row of historic houses that line the east side of Sheridan Road. The historic 
French Revival House by Ralph Huszagh is set appropriately back, located near the bluff at the 
lakefront, as is the newer contemporary house at 205 Sheridan Road to the north. Breaking that 
rhythm detracts from the historic rhythm of the handsome historic houses. The location of 195 
Sheridan Road, a newer house, breaks this rhythm by its location, closer to Sheridan Road. Its 
scale is not sympathetic to the historic houses that line Sheridan Road. The house that replaces 
the houses currently located at 203 and 205 Sheridan should have a setback that respects the 
rhythm. It also should respect the scale and  proportion of the historic houses on the east side of 
Sheridan Road. 
 
The houses on the west side of Sheridan Road are generally smaller and located on smaller lots. 
They are located closer to the street. The removal of the two houses would not really affect the 
houses across the street because they are considerably different in scale and placement on their 
lots. They represent a variety of historic styles ranging from a remodeled 19th Century upright 
and wing through historical revival houses of the 1920s through the modern and contemporary 
houses popular after World War II. Because of the size of the lots being consolidated on the east 
side of Sheridan Road, there is the potential for the design of the new house to impact the views 
of houses that currently face the park. A new house, set back from the road, with a relatively low 
profile would lessen that impact. 
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Summary Opinion 
The two houses proposed for demolition, at 203 and at 205 Sheridan Road, date from different 
periods. The Henrietta Huszagh House, a French Revival built in 1925, is distinctive and is one 
of many houses built on Sheridan Road in the 1920s. The Contemporary style Raymond and 
Vera Britz House, built in 1957, is being evaluated for its importance because it has architectural 
interest. It makes sense to discuss the significance of both houses together, as they are next door 
to one another.  
 
The French Revival Huszagh house at 203 Sheridan Road is the more significant of the two. It is 
one of fewer and fewer distinguished historic houses dating from the early years of the Twentieth 
Century that can be viewed from driving along Sheridan Road. The Contemporary house, 
although less distinguished architecturally, follows the historic rhythm of houses on land that has 
not been subdivided. There are no houses built between the Britz House and the road. It even has 
gateposts like many of its older, perhaps more significant, counterparts. 
 
Because of the size of property being acquired, a far larger house will certainly be built on the 
site of these two houses and its additional open land to the north. The construction of a home that 
is compatible in scale, materials and setback to the large historic houses along Sheridan Road is 
vital to retaining the enjoyment of a ride north from Chicago along the area’s premier pleasure 
drive. 
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highland-park-il-60035, accessed December 31, 2020. 
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Files, Image apf3-00290, University of Chicago Library, Special Collections Research 
Center, July, 1960. 

 
 

4. Other: 
“Artists Commissioned to Join the Bay Area’s Finest Designers at the 2011 Marin Designers 

Showcase,” Center for Volunteer and Nonprofit Leadership of Marin, press release, 
October 10, 2011. 

 
Chicago Historic Resources Survey: An Inventory of Architecturally and Historically Significant 

Structures: Chicago: Commission on Chicago Landmarks and the Chicago Department of 
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Attachment B.  
Exterior Photographs of 205 Sheridan Road 
  

 

 

West elevation 

South entrance gate 
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North entrance gate “Shore-Winds” 

 
Sculpture, west elevation 
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West elevation, front entry 

 

West elevation, front entry 
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West elevation, south side 

 

West elevation, south side, entrance to mudroom 

 

South elevation looking east, garage on left  
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West elevation, south side 

 

West elevation, south side, entrance to mudroom 

 

South elevation looking east, garage on left  
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South elevation, east side, looking northeast 

 

South elevation, looking northwest 

 

North elevation, looking east 
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North elevation looking west 

 

Sidewalk, north elevation to back yard, looking east 

 
Sculpture, north elevation 
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East elevation 

East elevation patio 

East elevation, looking north 
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East elevation, second floor view of patio, fountain 
on  

 

East elevation, second floor balcony, looking north 

 

Gate, steps to beach 

LPC - 205 Sheridan - Page 104



 102 

Attachment C. Interior Photos of 205 Sheridan Road  

 

Front entry 

 

Front entry views to living room, looking east 

 

View of front entry from living room, looking west 
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Living room, east wall 

 

Living room, north wall 

 

Dining area, south end of living room  
door to kitchen 
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Kitchen looking west toward hall 
 to mudroom 

 

Kitchen looking east 

 

Kitchen hall mudroom 
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Master bedroom looking east 

Fireplace, door to balcony, master bedroom south wall 

Master bedroom north wall 
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Master bedroom closets hall 
to master bath 

Master bath tub 

Master bath, looking south 

Master bath, looking north 

Master bath shower 

Master bath looking east 
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View from master bedroom to hall 

 

Bedroom 2 looking northwest 

 
Bedroom 3 looking southwest 
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Hall looking south  
 

 

Hall looking north  
 

 
Front hall north closet looking west 

 
Front hall powder room  
 

 
 

Hall from kitchen looking north Stairs to lower level, south of front entry 
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Lower level hall closet 

 

 
Lower level planter box 

Lower level bathroom 

 

Lower level south bedroom 
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Lower level office, north wall 

Lower level office, east wall 

Lower level office closet opening for movie projector 
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Lower level rec room, porch, looking southeast 

Lower level rec room, porch, looking northeast 

Lower level rec room, looking west 

LPC - 205 Sheridan - Page 114



 112 

  

 

Lower level rec room bar, looking south 

 

 

Lower level rec room fireplace, looking north 
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Lower level lighted wall mural 

 

 

Lower level north bedroom, looking northwest 

 

 

Lower level laundry room 
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Lower level kitchen 
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Attachment D. Table of Information for Residences in the Surrounding Neighborhood 
 
ADDRESS DATE ARCHITECT 

OR BUILDER 
STYLE OWNER 

209 Fuller 9/8/1952; 2017 
addition and 
remodel 

Joseph G. Fisher  
Duncan 
Construction Co. 

Neo-Dutch 
Colonial  

W.E. 
Christopher 

234 Sheridan c. 1890; 
extensively 
remodeled 

unknown Upright and 
Wing 

unknown 

232 Sheridan  6/14/1926 Loebl & 
Schlossman 
Randall, Thinnes 
& Randall 

Italian 
Renaissance 
Revival 

Leah White 

228 Sheridan 6/14/1926 Loebl & 
Schlossman 

Italian 
Renaissance 
Revival 

Leah White 

224 Sheridan 6/14/1926 Loebl & 
Schlossman 
Randall, Thinnes 
& Randall 

Italian 
Renaissance 
Revival 

Leah White 

220 Sheridan 3/7/1928 George W. 
Kleiver  
Wm. F. Blodes 

Colonial Revival E.B. Metzel 

206 Sheridan 3/10/1925 Joseph A. 
Nelson 
E. Coulter 
Davies 

Tudor Revival E. Coulter 
Davies 

205 Sheridan 12/7/1956 Harry N. 
Johnson  
Charles Sunny 

Contemporary Raymond and 
Vera Britz 

203 Sheridan 6/24/1925 Huszagh & Hill 
William Salinen 

French Revival Henrietta 
Huszagh 

200 Sheridan 8/28/1947 Lawrence 
Schwall  
North Shore 
Builders 

Colonial Revival North Shore 
Construction Co. 

196 Sheridan 7/26/1958 Henry L. 
Newhouse 
Allied Bldg. Co. 

Neo-Colonial 
Revival 

Eugene 
Goldman 

195 Sheridan 3/29/2013  SGE & Assoc. 
MLCB, Inc. 

Neo-Colonial 
Revival 

MLCB, Inc. 

191 Sheridan 7/18/1927 Sloan & Johnson 
Robert Block 
Co. 

French Revival John Mills 
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190 Sheridan 3/313/1922 Tervill J. 
Ferrenz 
 P. Van Trigt 

Colonial Revival H.C. Winterberg 

186 Sheridan 8/6/1953 B. Albert Comm 
I. Feldinger 

Modern Feldinger 

181 Sheridan 8/27/1927 Sloan & Johnson 
Robert Block 
Co.  

Tudor Revival John Mills 

180 Sheridan 4/17/1985 Markot 
Construction Co. 

Contemporary Paul & Leslie 
LeFebure 

175 Sheridan 6/2/1928 Raymond 
Gregory 
Moraw 
Construction Co. 

Mediterranean 
Revival 

Frank Broch 

174 Sheridan 9/28/2001 SGE Assoc. 
Heritage 
Builders 

Neo-French 
Revival 

James P. Burke 

166 Sheridan 8/31/1949 Jerome R. Cerny 
John H. Davies 
& Son 

Colonial Revival Julius Epstein 

160 Sheridan 6//1/1936 James F. 
Eppenstein 
Gorey & Hemb 
Constr. Co. 

Colonial Revival Mr. & Mrs. 
Robert D. 
Michels 

159 Sheridan 11/5/1921 E.A. Mayo 
Wm. G. 
McNulty 

Tudor Revival J.J. White 

156 Sheridan 10/17/1955 H.L. Newhouse 
H. L. Newhouse 

Contemporary Mr. & Mrs. 
Julius Epstein 

151 Sheridan 11/27/1928 C.W. Stevens 
John Christensen 

Flemish Revival Wm. D. 
McJunkin 

140 Sheridan 4/28/1925 Ernest Mayo & 
Mayo 
Blanchard 
Constr. Co 

Tudor Revival Felix Lowy 

130 Sheridan 9/19/1967 Wm. D. Murphy 
& Assoc. 
Frontier Constr. 
Co. 

 Dr. & Mrs. 
Robert W. 
Wilhoite 
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Attachment E. Photographs of Residences in the Surrounding Neighborhood 
Houses on the West Side of Sheridan Road 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

209 Fuller Lane 

 

 

  

 

224 Sheridan Road 220 Sheridan Road 

232 Sheridan Road 228 Sheridan Road 

234 Sheridan Road 

LPC - 205 Sheridan - Page 120



 118 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

206 Sheridan Road 

 

 

  

 

186 Sheridan Road 180 Sheridan Road 

196 Sheridan Road 190 Sheridan Road 

200 Sheridan Road 
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174 Sheridan Road 

 

 

  

 

140 Sheridan Road 130 Sheridan Road 

160 Sheridan Road 156 Sheridan Road 

166 Sheridan Road 
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Houses on the east side of Sheridan Road 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

195 Sheridan Road 

 

 

  

 

159 Sheridan Road 151 Sheridan Road 

181 Sheridan Road 175 Sheridan Road 

191 Sheridan Road 
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Attachment F. Select Research 
1. 1938 Sanborn Map 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winnetka Historical Society 
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2. U.S. Geographic Information System Map

Winnetka Historical Society 

LPC - 205 Sheridan - Page 125



 123 

3. Plat of Survey 
  

 

Plat of Survey, June 20, 1971 
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4. Real Estate Listings

Real Estate Listings, Winnetka Historical Society 
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5. Articles

Ft. Lauderdale News, January 14, 1975 

Chicago Tribune, January 14, 1975 

Winnetka Talk, January 23, 1975 
Winnetka Historical Society 
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Chicago Tribune, September 25, 1992 

 

Winnetka Talk, September 23, 1992 
Winnetka Historical Society 
 
 
 
 

 
Chicago Tribune, December 13, 1959 

 

Chicago Tribune, December 6, 1959 

 

Chicago Tribune, 
June 12, 1960 
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6. Permits

7/21/1932 Permit application to build bath house 
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12/7/1956 Original construction permit application 
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4/14/1993 permit application to construct 4-car garage, expand bedroom wing, rehab existing bathrooms 
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5/20/1993  Permit to build posts 
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9/1/1998 Terrace, fountain 
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TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: NOVEMBER 13, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-27: 205 SHERIDAN ROAD 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On December 7, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish 
the residence and attached garage at 205 Sheridan Road. Please return any available information 
regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the 
day on Wednesday, December 2, 2020. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email to 
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      
    
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

7-21-1932 Build one story accessory building 
(Boat house) 

Mrs. H.W. Young Mrs. H.W. Young 

12-10-1956 Construct split-level single family 
dwelling 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Britz Harry N. Johnson 

5-20-1993  Construct attached 4 car garage, 
expand bedroom wing of house, 
rehab existing bathrooms 

Sharlene and Robert Britz Hazlett Associates 

 
 

 

ATTACHMENT C
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205 Sheridan 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
 

     

Address: 205 Sheridan  

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1957   
Construction type: Brick      
Style: Split-level  
 
 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION ATTACHED SIGNIFICANCE 

Raymond N. 
and Vera M. 
Britz* 

1957 – 1992 Real estate listing slip; 1969 
phone book; Chicago Tribune 
obituary and articles; Winnetka 
Talk obituaries  

Vera was president of the 
Fifty Club (north suburbs 
women’s group) 

Sharlene and 
Robert N. 
Britz 

1993 – 2020   Son of original owners of 
the home; owns a 
petroleum company  

 

*While Vera M. Britz is not listed in any phone books as living at this address between her 
husband’s death in 1975 and her own death in 1992, it is likely that she still owned the property 
and used her Fort Lauderdale home as her primary address. Her obituary states that she lived in 
Winnetka for 35 years (1957-1992). We do not have any records of anyone else living at this 
address until her son, Robert, took ownership of the property shortly after her death.  
 
   

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND DESCRIPTION 

OF PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Harry N. Johnson 1956; Construct split-level 
single-family dwelling 

Chicago Tribune obituary  

Hazlett Associates 1993; Construct attached 4 car 
garage, expand bedroom wing 
of house, rehab existing 
bathrooms 

“About Us” page from the 
firm’s website 

 

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Property files, historic phone books, Chicago Tribune, 
Winnetka Talk, web search  

 

ATTACHMENT D
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Findings: 

 

Our research does not indicate that this property has historic or architectural significance. While 
the property was home to long-time Winnetka residents, neither set of owners lived in Winnetka 
consistently or full-time from 1957 on. In addition, very little information is available regarding 
the construction and architectural design of the home.  
 

 

Date of Research: 12/1/2020 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 
Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 
 
Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 
Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  
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1969 phone book 
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Winnetka Talk, January 23, 1975 
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Winnetka Talk, September 23, 1992 
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Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Death Notices (1)
Chicago Tribune (1963-1996); Sep 25, 1992; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. N_A10
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Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Women's Group Sets Christmas Festivity
Chicago Daily Tribune (1923-1963); Dec 13, 1959; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. N16
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

Page 1 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: JANUARY 26, 2021 

SUBJECT: 82 ESSEX ROAD - DEMOLITION PERMIT (CASE NO. 21-04-LPC) 

INTRODUCTION 

Meeting Date February 1, 2021 

Commission Action Preliminary historic and architectural review to determine if 
a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary or 
if a demolition permit can be issued without delay. 

Property Address 82 Essex Road (See Attachment A – Aerial Map) 

Property Owner Kevin Desai 

Application Submitted by Jack Brigham of Brightleaf Homes – General Contractor 

Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed 

Public Comments as of Date of Memo None 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

Size 0.35 acres 

Location West Side of Essex Road between Winnetka Avenue and 
Warwick Road 

Improvements Single-family residence with detached garage 

Zoning R-4 Single Family Residential

Surrounding Zoning R-4 Single Family Residential to the north, west, and south,
and Village of Kenilworth municipality to the east

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society Report 

Constructed 1911 

Additional Construction Activity 1925 - Build 1 ½ story frame garage 

Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing 

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) The WHS research indicates that the property has both 
historical and architectural significance. See attached report 
from the WHS provided in Attachment C for details. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 

Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes on 
Same Block (either side of the right-of-way block 
face and/or along the alley) 

None 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion 
and noise impacts in the neighborhood. 

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted 

No 

COMMISSION REVIEW 

The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact 
Study Required or (2) Demolition Without Delay. 

Historical Architectural Impact Study Required 

The Commission finds that based upon (1) the preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the LPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.  The Commission reached 
its conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria [Commission would 
note which criteria is met]: 

1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter
15.64 of the Village Code;

2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of
Conservation;

3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places
or the Illinois Register of Historic places; and

4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit.

Demolition Without Delay 

The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village 
Code that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to 
warrant a Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may 
proceed without delay.  

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment B:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment C:  Historical Society Research 
Attachment D:  Application Materials 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: JANUARY 7, 2021 

SUBJECT: CASE NO. 21-04: 82 ESSEX ROAD 

INTRODUCTION 

On February 1, 2021, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish 
the residence and detached garage at 82 Essex Road. Please return any available information regarding 
the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the day on 
Thursday, January 21, 2020. If you have any questions, please feel free to send an email to 
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      

PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

11-20-1925 Build 1 ½ story frame garage Grover Hermann Grover Hermann 

ATTACHMENT B

LPC - 82 Essex - Page 4



LPC - 82 Essex - Page 5



LPC - 82 Essex - Page 6



Exterior Photos – December, 2020 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
 

     

Address: 82 Essex 

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1911 
Construction type: Concrete and stucco 
Style: Prairie 
 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

William F. 
Tempel  
 
(possible 
renters: Frank 
Pallma*, 
Edward 
Wisdom and/or 
Edward 
Springer**) 

1911 – 1920 Architectural Survey; 1917 
phone book; 1920 phone 
book; Walter Burley Griffin 
Society news article***; 
Chicago Tribune article; 
Walter Burley Griffin in 
America by Maldre and 
Kruty 

Owner of William F. Tempel 
& Co., a Chicago-based real 
estate firm. He commissioned 
Griffin to design the house as 
an investment to be sold. He 
was arrested for forgery in 
1920.  

Mr. and Mrs. 
Grover M. 
Hermann  

1920 – 1948  Architectural Survey; real 
estate listing slip; 1920 
phone book****; 1925 
phone book*****; 1927 
phone book; Chicago 
Tribune article; Chicago 
Tribune obituary 

Grover M. Hermann was the 
founder of the American-
Marietta Company. He 
donated funds for a new 
library at Northwestern 
University and was the largest 
individual donor to the Illinois 
Institute of Technology. 

Jens and Amy 
Wood Nyholm 

1949 – 1969  Real estate listing slip; 1954 
phone book; Chicago 
Tribune obituaries 

Jens Nyholm was an author 
and the head of the 
Northwestern Library; Amy 
Wood Nyholm was a curator 
and manuscript librarian at the 
Newberry Library. 

Robert O. and 
Lori Swartz 
(Schwartz?) 

1969 – 1971  Architectural Survey; real 
estate listing slip 

 

C. William and 
Elizabeth 
Brubaker 

1971 – at 
least 2016 

Architectural Survey; Cook 
County Assessor; Winnetka 
Talk obituary; Chicago 
Tribune obituary 

C. William Brubaker was a 
renowned architect with 
Perkins & Will in Chicago.  

ATTACHMENT C
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*NOTE: The 1981 and 1982 Architectural Surveys list Frank Pallma as the possible original 
owner or resident. However, Frank Pallma is not listed in the 1912 Winnetka phone book. The 
property may have been listed in Kenilworth or Wilmette at that time, however, so Pallma and 82 
Essex may not have been in this Winnetka-only phone book.  
**NOTE: The 1917 North Shore phone book lists Edward Wisdom at 82 Essex Rd, Kenilworth. 
The property lies 1 block north of the present-day Winnetka/Kenilworth line. There is no listing 
for 82 Essex Rd., Winnetka. The text by Maldre and Kruty states that Tempel rented the property 
to Edward Springer for two years after first attempting to sell it. The text states that Tempel then 
moved into the house in 1918.  
***Several sources, including this article, state that Griffin designed the house for William F. 
Tempel, insinuating that he was perhaps the original owner.  
****NOTE: The 1920 North Shore phone book lists G M Herman at 82 Essex, Wilmette. This 
same phone book lists William F. Temple at 82 Essex St. 
*****NOTE: The 1925 North Shore phone book lists Grover M. Herman at 82 Essex, 
Kenilworth. The property lies 1 block north of the present-day Winnetka/Kenilworth line. There 
is no listing for 82 Essex Rd., Winnetka. By 1927, Grover M. Herman is listed at 82 Essex in the 
Winnetka-only section of the North Shore phone book. 
 

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND DESCRIPTION 

OF PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Walter Burley Griffin 1911; single-story family 
home 

1975 Chicago Tribune article; 
Walter Burley Griffin 
Society’s biography 

Barry Byrne 1919; 2nd floor added, front 
porch added 

Britannica biography 

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: WHS property files, historic phone books, Chicago Tribune, 
Winnetka Talk, Walter Burley Griffin Society website, Britannica online, Cook County 
Assessor, Walter Burley Griffin in America by Maldre and Kruty 

 

Findings: 

 

Our research indicates that the property at 82 Essex maintains both historical and architectural 
significance. Widely known as the “Solid Rock House,” 82 Essex was designed by renowned 
Prairie School architect Walter Burley Griffin. Early in his career, Griffin worked at Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s famous Oak Park studio. Griffin later married Winnetkan Marion Mahony Griffin, 
another architect from Wright’s studio, in 1911, whom he worked in partnership with until his 
death in 1937. While Griffin is perhaps best known for designing Canberra, the capital city of 
Australia, he designed many historic buildings in Winnetka and across the U.S., including the 
Orth House at 42 Abbotsford, which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
82 Essex is considered “a seminal work in Griffin’s development” as an architect, and is “one of 
Griffin’s most important buildings.”1 The property’s original owner, William F. Tempel, owned 
                                                 
1 Walter Burley Griffin Society, “Griffin’s Solid Rock House Threatened,” accessed 1/18/2020, 
http://www.wbgriffinsociety.org/news.html. 
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a real estate business and commissioned several designs from Griffin in the early 20th century. 82 
Essex was one of the first of Griffin’s designs commissioned by Tempel to be built and is 
certainly one of the most unique. The house is made almost entirely of reinforced concrete 
(hence the name “Solid Rock”), and originally had a one-of-a-kind rooftop garden. After failing 
to sell the house and moving into it himself, Tempel commissioned Griffin’s associate Barry 
Byrne (who had taken over Griffin’s studio while Griffin was in Australia working on the 
Canberra project) to add a second floor and porch to the unique structure. Like Griffin, Byrne 
also trained in Frank Lloyd Wright’s Oak Park studio and designed several notable buildings in 
Chicago and beyond, including Church of Christ the King in Cork, Ireland and Church of St. 
Francis Xavier in Kansas City, Missouri.  
 
The local architectural significance of 82 Essex can hardly be overstated. It is one of the few 
remaining Griffin-designed houses in Winnetka and one of the most important local examples of 
the Prairie School style.  
 
In addition to its architectural significance, the property at 82 Essex maintains local historical 
significance. Several notable Winnetkans have lived in the “Solid Rock House,” including 
Grover M. Hermann, who purchased the property from Tempel and was the founder of the 
American-Marietta Company. Hermann was also a well-known philanthropist who donated 
funds for a new library at Northwestern University and was the largest individual donor to the 
Illinois Institute of Technology at the time of his death.  
 

82 Essex was also home to notable librarians Jens and Amy Wood Nyholm. Jens Nyholm was a 
poet and head of the Northwestern Library for over two decades. Amy Wood Nyholm was a 
longtime curator and manuscript librarian at the Newberry Library. Additionally, well-known 
Chicago architect C. William Brubaker and his wife Elizabeth lived in the house for many years. 
Brubaker was best known for designing schools and for his role in designing the First National 
Bank of Chicago.  
 

Date of Research: 1/18/2021 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 
Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 
 
Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 
Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  
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Architecture: In towering tribute to Canberra's creator
Gapp, Paul
Chicago Tribune (1963-1996); Sep 7, 1975; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. E4
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CHARGES REALTY MAN AND LAWYER ALTERED NOTES
Chicago Daily Tribune (1872-1922); Aug 14, 1920; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. 9
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Obituary 6 -- No Title
Chicago Tribune (1963-1996); May 5, 1979; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. A10
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N. U. Gets 2.5 Million for New Library: <span ...
Chicago Tribune (1963-1996); Mar 14, 1965; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. A8
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Jens Nyholm; headed Northwestern library as it doubled book collection
Chicago Tribune (1963-1996); Feb 19, 1983; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. N14
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Obituary 3 -- No Title
Chicago Tribune (1963-1996); Jun 2, 1978; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. D7
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OBITUARIES
Winnetka Talk (IL) - May 30, 2002
Section: news
Page: 018
Readability: 7-9 grade level (Lexile: 1060)

C. William Brubaker

Memorial services for C. William Brubaker, will be held at 4 p.m. on June 2 at Kenilworth Union Church, 211 Kenilworth Ave., Kenilworth. 
Mr. Brubaker, 75, of Winnetka, died May 25 in Evanston. He was born Sept. 28, 1926 in South Bend, Ind.

Mr. Brubaker studied architecture at the University of Texas before joining the architectural practice of Perkins & Will in Chicago in 1950, 
where he worked until his retirement in 1998, rising from student intern to president and chairman of the board. Perkins & Will was named 
the 1999 firm of the year by the American Institute of Architects. In the design partnership of Perkins & Will and C.F. Murphy Associates, 
Mr. Brubaker was credited for the sloping 850-foot facade of the First National Bank of Chicago in 1969.

Mr. Brubaker developed a distinctive sketching style that became his trademark. He was closely involved in the design of more than 200 
schools, and was influential in bringing architectural ideas to educators through his many publications. He shared his thoughts about 
school planning and design, and about architecture and urban planning, with a wide variety of educational, civic and professional 
audiences.

Mr. Brubaker is survived by his wife, Elizabeth; three children, Rogers, Robert and Elizabeth Brubaker; and two grandchildren, Benjamin 
and Daniel.

Frederic de Peyster

A memorial service for Dr. Frederic A. de Peyster, 87, of Lake Forest and previously of Winnetka, who died April 1, will be held at 11 a.m. 
on June 8 at Christ Church, 784 Sheridan Road, Winnetka.

Memorials to the Frederic A. de Peyster, M.D. Memorial Fund, Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke's Medical Center, Office Philanthropy, 1700 
W. Van Buren, Suite 250, Chicago IL 60612-3244.

R. Taylor Drake

A memorial service for R. Taylor Drake of Tempe, Ariz., will be held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, June 1, at the Kenilworth Union Church, 211 
Kenilworth Ave., Kenilworth. Burial will be in Warren. Mr. Drake, 92, formerly of Kenilworth, lived in Tempe since 1984.

At the University of Illinois, Mr. Drake served on the yearbook staff, was a member of Delta Sigma Phi, and was elected to Scabbard and 
Blade, a military honor society. Following graduation with a business degree, he began work for John S. Swift Company. He married 
Peggy in 1942 and served as captain in the Army Office of Strategic Services. In 1956, the couple with their four children moved to 
Kenilworth.

Mr. Drake was a strong supporter of the creation and development of the Green Bay Trail. He served Troop 13 as committee chairman 
and merit badge counselor. He served Explorer Post 2 in a variety of public relation/publicity positions. He was an assistant scoutmaster 
at Boy Scouts of America National Jamboree in 1964. He recruited, organized, trained and led 13 expeditions to Philmont Scout 
Reservation in Cimarron, N.M. Mr. Drake earned his Wood Badge beads in 1974; was elected a Vigil Member of Order of the Arrow and 
was awarded the District Award of Merit and Silver Beaver. He supported girl scout troop and council activities and served on the staff at 
Girl Scout National Roundups held in Button Bay, Vt. and Farragut, Idaho. In Tempe, he served as the state program coordinator for the 
Sons of the American Revolution Eagle Scout Scholarship Program.

His photos with storylines were published in the Chicago's American, Chicago Tribune, Chicago Sun Times, Hollister Papers, Pioneer 
Press; Flame Magazine and New Mexico Magazine.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Peggy, in 1998.

Survivors include two daughters, Sally and Martha; two sons, Daniel and David; five grandchildren, Kristen, Gregory, Justin, Kiera and 
Jonathan; and one great-grandchild, Colin. LPC - 82 Essex - Page 55
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION  

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: JANUARY 25, 2021  

SUBJECT:  2021 PRESERVATION AWARDS 

 
On February 1, 2021, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) is scheduled to discuss the 2021 
Preservation Awards program.  Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, preservation award 
nominations were not solicited in 2020.  To assist the LPC in moving forward with the 2021 Preservation 
Awards program, the following is a tentative timeline to keep in mind: 

• May 28, 2021 - Nominations due  

• June 7, 2021 - LPC meeting – Review of nominations 

• July 19, 2021 – LPC meeting - Backup date for LPC consideration of nominations 

• August 2, 2021 – LPC meeting - Final determination of award winners 

• August 3, 2021 – award plagues ordered 

• Expected lead-time for plagues – 16 weeks.   

• December 7, 2021 – Awards presentation at Village Council Meeting 

  
If the LPC would like to move forward with the Preservation Award program this year, staff will proceed 
with creating the updated nomination form and getting the word out on the Village website and via the 
e-newsletter that nominations are now being accepted. 
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