
 

 
 
LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION VIRTUAL MEETING AGENDA  

 

MONDAY, JANUARY 4, 2021 ‐ 7:00 PM 
 

In accordance with social distancing requirements and Governor Pritzker’s Executive Order 2020‐74 and Senate 
Bill 2135, the Winnetka Landmark Preservation Commission meeting on Monday, January 4, 2021 will be held 
virtually.  The meeting will be livestreamed via the Zoom platform.  In accordance with Public Act 101‐0640, 
at least one representative from the Village will be present at Village Hall Council Chambers, 510 Green Bay 
Road, Winnetka, IL, and the virtual meeting will be simulcast at Village Hall for members of the public who 
do not wish to view the virtual meeting from another location.  Pursuant to Executive Order 2020‐74 issued 
by the Governor, the number of people who may gather at Village Hall for the meeting is limited due to the 
mandated social distancing guidelines.  Accordingly, the opportunity to view the virtual meeting at Village 
Hall is available on a “first come, first‐served” basis. 
 

The public has the following two options for virtually observing and participating during this virtual Landmark 
Preservation Commission meeting, including the ability to provide testimony or comments.  Persons wishing 
to  participate  are  strongly  encouraged  (but  not  required)  to  complete  the  Sign‐In  form  found  at 
www.villageofwinnetka.org/meetingsignin.  
 

1) Telephone (audio only). Call: 312‐626‐6799; when prompted enter the Webinar ID:  9506 365 1245 
(Please note there is no additional password or attendee ID required.)  

2) Livestream (both audio and video feed). Download the Zoom meetings app to your smart phone, 
tablet or computer, and then join Webinar ID:  9506 365 1245; Event Password:  LPC010421 

 

If you wish to provide testimony or comments prior to the meeting, you may provide them one of three ways: 
 

1) By sending an email to planning@winnetka.org; 

2) By  sending a  letter  to Community Development Department, Village of Winnetka, 510 Green Bay 
Road, Winnetka, IL  60093, or 

3) By leaving a voice mail message at the phone number 847‐716‐3524. All voicemail messages will be 
transcribed into a written format. 

 

All comments received prior to the posting of the agenda packet will be included in the agenda packet.  All 
comments received after the agenda packet has been posted and received by 6:00 PM the day of the meeting 
will be read at the meeting by staff.  Such public comment is limited to 200 words or less and should identify 
both (1) the subject of the comment being offered (such as property address or case number of the agenda 
item) and (2) the full name of the individual providing the comments.  In addition, you may wish to include 
your street address, phone number, and the name of the organization or agency you represent, if applicable.  
 

General comments for matters not on the agenda will be read at the end of the meeting under Public Comment. 
Comments specific to a particular agenda item will be read during the discussion of that agenda item.  
 

All  emails  received will  be acknowledged either during or  after  the meeting,  depending on when  they are 
received. 
 
Persons seeking additional information concerning  any of the applications, accessing the virtual meetings, or 
requesting alternative means to provide testimony or public comment are directed to email inquiries to 
planning@winnetka.org or by calling 847‐716‐3587. 

 



LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION REGULAR VIRTUAL MEETING AGENDA  
MONDAY, JANUARY 4, 2021 ‐ 7:00 PM 

AGENDA ITEMS 
 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call. 
 
2. Introductory Remarks Regarding Conduct of Virtual Meeting. 

 
3. Approval of Minutes – November 2, 2020. 

 
4. Approval of Minutes – December 7, 2020. 

 
5. Case No. 20‐25‐LPC – 1077 Spruce Street:   Review of new and revised  information at  the 

request of the applicant regarding the demolition permit application submitted for the single‐
family residence at 1077 Spruce Street.      
 

6. Case No. 21‐03‐LPC – 500 Maple Street:   Advisory  review of proposed alterations  to 500 
Maple Street, a locally designated landmark.  

 
7. Case  No.  20‐24‐LPC  –  740  Ardsley  Road:    Review  of  the  demolition  permit  application 

submitted for the single‐family residence at 740 Ardsley Road. 
 

8. Case No. 21‐01‐LPC – 819 Humboldt Avenue:  Review of the demolition permit application 
submitted for the single‐family residence at 819 Humboldt Avenue. 

 
9. Case  No.  21‐02‐LPC  –  560  Sheridan  Road:    Review  of  the  demolition  permit  application 

submitted for the single‐family residence at 560 Sheridan Road. 
 

10. Case No. 20‐21‐LPC – 1015 Starr Road:  Review of the Historical Architectural Impact Study 
(HAIS) for the single‐family residence at 1015 Starr Road. 

 
11. Other Business. 

a. February 1, 2021 Meeting ‐ Quorum check 
 

12. Public Comment. 
 

13. Adjournment 
 
Note:  Public comment is permitted on all agenda items. 

 
NOTICE 

 

All agenda materials are available at www.villageofwinnetka.org/agendacenter . 
 

The  Village  of Winnetka,  in  compliance with  the Americans with Disabilities  Act,  requests  that  all  persons with 
disabilities, who require certain accommodations to allow them to observe and/or participate  in this meeting or 
have questions about the accessibility of the meeting or facilities contact the Village ADA Coordinator at 510 Green 
Bay Road, Winnetka, Illinois 60093, (Telephone (847) 716‐3543; T.D.D. (847) 501‐6041). 



 

LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 1 
NOVEMBER 2, 2020 MEETING MINUTES 2 

 3 
Members Present:                                 Louise Holland, Chairperson 4 

Chris Enck 5 
Laura Good 6 
Joseph Stuart 7 
Paul Weaver 8 

  9 
Non‐Voting Member Present:             Jack Coladarci  10 
 11 
Members Absent:                                  Katie Comstock  12 
            Beth Ann Papoutsis  13 
  14 
Village Staff:                                         David Schoon, Director of Community Development 15 

Brian Norkus, Assistant Director of Community 16 
Development  17 
Christopher Marx, Associate Planner 18 

  19 
Call to Order:  20 
Chairperson Holland called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  21 
  22 
Introductory Remarks Regarding Conduct of Virtual Meeting. 23 
Chairperson Holland read the Oral Declaration into the record.  24 
 25 
Roll Call:  26 
Mr. Marx took roll call of the Commission Members present.  27 
 28 
Approval of September 21, 2020 meeting minutes. 29 
Chairperson Holland asked for a motion to adopt the September 21, 2020 meeting minutes. A motion 30 
was made by Mr. Enck and seconded by Mr. Stuart to approve the September 21, 2020 minutes. A vote 31 
was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 5 to 0:  32 
AYES:  Enck, Good, Holland, Stuart, Weaver  33 
NAYS:  None  34 
 35 
Approval of October 5, 2020 meeting minutes. 36 
Chairperson Holland asked for a motion to adopt the October 5, 2020 meeting minutes. A motion was 37 
made by Mr. Enck and seconded by Mr. Weaver  to approve the September 21, 2020 minutes. A vote 38 
was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 5 to 0:  39 
AYES:  Enck, Good, Holland, Stuart, Weaver  40 
NAYS:  None  41 
 42 
Case No. 20‐21‐LPC – 1015 Starr Road: Review of the demolition permit application submitted for the 43 
single family residence at 1015 Starr Road.  44 
Mr. Marx  identified the  location and description of the property as well as  its zoning and surrounding 45 
zoning designations. He stated the property was constructed in 1924 with an addition done in 1965 and 46 
shed  built  in  1995.  Mr.  Marx  stated  the  Historical  Society  noted  the  property  has  architectural  and 47 
historical  significance  and  identified  the  significant  architect,  John  Van  Bergen.  He  stated  a  former 48 
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Village President and Trustee, Eugene Rummler,  lived  in the home and described his background. Mr. 1 
Marx then referred to the Historical Society’s description of the home.  2 
 3 
Jon Cogan informed the Commission the property was purchased a few months ago and is in bad shape 4 
and described  its  condition. He  stated  the property has had numerous additions and  it would not be 5 
economically  viable  to  rehab  the  home.  Mr.  Cogan  stated  a  spec  home  is  being  designed  for  the 6 
property.  Mr.  Enck  asked  if  the  home  was  listed  on  the  market.  Mr.  Cogan  responded  they  were 7 
approached by  the owner. Chairperson Holland asked  if  there were any other questions. Mr. Weaver 8 
asked Mr. Cogan  if he was  interested  in purchasing properties  that do not have historical  significance 9 
and described the home as adding a lot of character to the neighborhood. Mr. Cogan stated it would not 10 
work for him to rehab the home and he has done many rehab projects on the North Shore. He stated 11 
they would lose money to rehab and remarket the home. Mr. Cogan added he worked with two clients 12 
on possibly rehabbing the home and found it would not work economically. He also stated he is open to 13 
rehabbing and saving homes if it worked economically.  14 
 15 
Mr. Enck stated the Village is fortunate enough to have a number of prairie style homes designed by Van 16 
Bergen  and  described his  background. He  stated  the demolition of  this  home would be  a  loss  to  the 17 
architectural character of the community and since the home was not marketed, Mr. Cogan is looking at 18 
the project from a profitability standpoint. Mr. Enck stated the home looks fine from the outside and the 19 
Commission has no information that the home is not in otherwise good condition. Mr. Cogan stated it is 20 
not only the foundation that is not in good shape and stated the cost paid for the land, carrying costs 21 
and commissions would be more than the price he could get for the home. He then referred to a home 22 
moved to another parcel in Glencoe and stated he would be happy to participate in the cost of moving 23 
the home as a donation.  24 
 25 
Chairperson Holland asked Mr. Cogan if he ever purchased a home which had similar architectural value 26 
to the community. She stated the importance of these architectural homes is critical for Winnetka and 27 
are being lost quickly. Chairperson Holland described it as a very unusual home and moving a home of 28 
this magnitude is not possible. She asked if there were any other questions.  29 
 30 
Ms.  Good  asked  Mr.  Cogan  if  he  knew  this  was  an  architectural  significant  home  when  he  was 31 
approached by the owner and Mr. Cogan responded he did not. He also stated he did not realize it is a 32 
prairie  style  home and  reiterated  the home  is  in  bad  shape. Mr.  Enck  asked Mr. Cogan  if  he did due 33 
diligence before purchasing the home. Mr. Cogan responded he had no idea it was a Van Bergen home.  34 
 35 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other comments. Ms. Good asked Mr. Cogan if he would be 36 
willing to list the home at a substantially higher price than he paid for it in order to save the home. Mr. 37 
Cogan  responded  he  did  not  believe  it  is  a  remote  possibility  to make  any money  off  the  home  and 38 
reiterated the amounts paid in connection with the home. He added he would do it if he thought it was 39 
feasible  and  referred  to  comparable  properties  and  their  selling  prices.  Ms.  Good  disagreed  and 40 
described the home as a trophy house designed by a very famous prairie school architect and a part of 41 
the Village’s history. She also stated there is a connoisseur market for the home and a good possibility 42 
for Mr.  Cogan  to make  a  profit  from  the home’s  sale. Mr.  Cogan  stated he  is  also well  aware of  the 43 
market  and  the  owner  attempted  to  market  the  home.  He  informed  the  Commission  he  competed 44 
against three other developers for the home’s purchase. Ms. Good responded there is a market for this 45 
type of home. Mr. Cogan responded it is not possible because of the investors who are not aware of the 46 
home’s status.  47 
 48 
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Chairperson Holland asked  if  there were any comments. Mr. Enck agreed with Ms. Good’s comments 1 
and referred  to  the multiple number of homes being demolished by developers who do not care and 2 
described  it  as  shameful,  embarrassing  and extremely disappointing.  Chairperson Holland agreed and 3 
asked for the minutes to go directly to the Village Council and she would comment to the Village Council 4 
what is happening to the architectural history of Winnetka. She described the request as an outrage and 5 
stated there are other parcels of land which would bring funding to his investors without doing this kind 6 
of  damage  to Winnetka.  Chairperson Holland  asked  if  there were  any  other  questions.  No  additional 7 
questions were raised at this time. 8 
 9 
Mr. Norkus allowed pre‐registered  speakers  into  the meeting.  Lisa Temkin of Highland Park  informed 10 
the  Commission  she  lives  in  a  locally  landmarked  Van  Bergen  home  and  asked Mr.  Cogan  if  he was 11 
aware of  the property  tax  freeze available.  She  then  referred  to other Van Bergen homes which  sold 12 
immediately  in Highland  Park  noting  there  are  several ways  to market  an historic  home. Ms.  Temkin 13 
then read her statement into the record. She concluded by stating it is shameful and to tear down the 14 
home  is  an understatement by  someone who has no  regard  for  the home and  stated Mr. Cogan  can 15 
choose not to tear down this home.  16 
 17 
Mr. Norkus allowed Lisa DiChiera of Landmarks  Illinois  into  the meeting.  Lisa DiChiera stated she was 18 
saddened  to  see  the  home  up  for  demolition  and  referred  to  the  Highland  Park  home  which  was 19 
rehabbed. She asked Mr. Cogan if he would consider having other architects give him a second opinion 20 
within  the  demolition  delay  period  before  he  went  further  in  the  process. Mr.  Cogan  responded  he 21 
could not persuade his investors to do a speculative rehab of the home. He reiterated the cost of rehab 22 
as a  losing proposition. He also  stated he  is aware of  the property  tax  freeze Ms. DiChiera  suggested 23 
what  could  get  him  up  to  the  price  point  which  would  be  beneficial  to  him.  She  also  stated  she 24 
understood the Commission’s frustration and the battle to strengthen the preservation ordinance. Ms. 25 
DiChiera  suggested  the  Commission  consider  other  options  to  offer  in  addition  to  the  property  tax 26 
freeze. She also stated there needed to be a better understanding for builders before they purchase a 27 
property  of  its  architectural  significance. Mr.  Cogan  responded  he would  be  open  to  a meeting with 28 
other builders and the Village for future projects. Ms. DiChiera confirmed Landmarks  Illinois would be 29 
happy to work with the Village on that. Mr. Cogan informed the Commission the owners are renting the 30 
home from him at this point. Ms. DiChiera stated the survey of architecturally significant homes should 31 
be  distributed  to  developers.  Chairperson  Holland  stated  the  pandemic  would  make  it  difficult  to 32 
orchestrate such a meeting now.  33 
 34 
Mr. Norkus allowed Marty Hackl into the meeting. Marty Hackl referred to the age and deterioration of 35 
the home mentioned which he commented is normal for a home its age which can be mitigated. He also 36 
stated  the  home  is marketable  as well  as many  architects who  could make  the  home  profitable  and 37 
restored. Mr. Hackl noted he wrote a biography of Van Bergen and stated the age of the building should 38 
not be considered as a detriment to its preservation but its significance should be considered.  39 
 40 
Mr. Norkus allowed John Rountree into the meeting. John Rountree stated he is frustrated by the way 41 
the meeting is being run and there is a lot of speculation and referred to the facts presented by experts 42 
in  this  field. He  then stated  the comments made have been gut  feelings and emotional  thoughts and 43 
referred to the archaic housing regulations similar  to those  in San Francisco which do not enable new 44 
construction or new building for people who want to move to the community like he did several years 45 
ago. Mr. Rountree stated if the Commission continued on its current path, they would continue to drive 46 
prices up and make it hard for people who want to move to the community. Ms. Good responded to Mr. 47 
Rountree and  stated  that he  is  very wrong and  the  level of  expertise of  those who have  commented 48 
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could not be higher and described their backgrounds. Mr. Weaver referred to the number of homes the 1 
Commission tries to save out of the number of demolitions they see. Mr. Enck stated the Commission 2 
often referred to affordability being a consideration in connection with those who want to move to the 3 
community.  Chairperson  Holland  urged  Mr.  Rountree  to  attend  their  meetings  to  see  what  the 4 
Commission  does  in  terms  of  keeping  the  architectural  history  and  integrity  intact.  Mr.  Rountree 5 
informed the Commission he has attended multiple Commission meetings.  6 
 7 
Mr. Norkus  then allowed several members of  the public  into  the meeting. Kay Pick stated she agreed 8 
with the work the Commission is doing. Jeanne Sylvester stated she would like to comment on the HAIS 9 
for 636 Garland. No additional comments were made at  this  time. Mr. Norkus stated public comment 10 
for this agenda item is concluded.  11 
 12 
Chairperson Holland referred to the motions being to allow the demolition to proceed without delay or 13 
ask  for an HAIS and then read the Commission’s standards they are to consider. She then asked for a 14 
motion to state that the building and/or property is sufficient to warrant conducting an HAIS. Ms. Good 15 
moved  to  request  an  HAIS  for  1015  Starr.  Mr.  Weaver  seconded  the  motion.  Chairperson  Holland 16 
identified  the  criteria  the  Commission  considered.  Mr.  Enck  confirmed  the  home  was  listed  on  the 17 
Illinois Historic Structures Survey done by Paul Spraig (sp?)  in the 1970’s for potential  inclusion on the 18 
National Register of Historic Places. Ms. Good suggested a change be made in the ordinance relating to 19 
the question of putting the home on the National Register of Historic Places which could be done if the 20 
owner went through the process. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 5 to 0:  21 
AYES:  Enck, Good, Holland, Stuart, Weaver  22 
NAYS:  None  23 
 24 
Case No. 20‐22‐LPC – 1423 Asbury Avenue: Review of the demolition permit application submitted for 25 
the single family residence at 1423 Asbury Avenue.  26 
Mr. Marx  identified  the applicants and  referred  to photos of  the home as well  as  the  location of  the 27 
property,  its  zoning  classification  and  that  of  the  surrounding  properties.  He  stated  the  date  of 28 
construction  is not  clear  and may have been  in 1920 with  subsequent additions made. He  stated  the 29 
Historical  Society  research  indicates  the  property  does  not  have  historical  significance  but  has 30 
architectural  significance  in  connection with  the  original  architect, William Aitken,  along with  several 31 
notable residents. Mr. Marx also  identified other homes built by Aitken and referred to  the Historical 32 
Society’s comment that the home is a prominent example of Aitken’s style of homes on the North Shore.  33 
 34 
Cal Bernstein introduced himself as the attorney representing the applicants, Josh and Judy Lesnik, along 35 
with other members of  their  team. He stated  in  terms of context,  the property was purchased by the 36 
applicants in 2016 who live next door to the property. Mr. Bernstein stated it was purchased to move 37 
the  lot  line  and provide better access  turn  into  the 1415 Asbury home and garage. He  identified  the 38 
significant casualty in the home which has been uninhabitable since 2018. Mr. Bernstein also stated the 39 
original intent was to rehab and sell the home but due to the amount of damage as a result of the flood, 40 
the home is not savable. He noted they met with the ZBA since 1415 Asbury is nonconforming and they 41 
unanimously recommended to the Village Council to allow the variance. Mr. Bernstein also stated they 42 
met  with  the  PC  to  consider  the  resubdivision  and  they  unanimously  recommended  to  the  Village 43 
Council that the proposed plat of subdivision be approved. He then asked if there were any questions.  44 
 45 
Mr. Enck referred to photos and amount of adjoining driveways  in  the neighborhood and asked what 46 
made the garage not usable. Mr. Bernstein stated that issue was discussed at length with the ZBA. Jim 47 
Chambers, the builder, stated the existing condition at 1415 Asbury required a wide turn to get into the 48 
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garage.  He  also  stated  there  is  an  elevation  change  of  approximately  1  foot  in  connection  with  the 1 
driveway.  Mr.  Enck  asked  if  the  damage  was  caused  by  the  home  not  being  heated.  Mr.  Bernstein 2 
responded there was a casualty and a toilet on the third floor broke and flooded the entire home.  3 
 4 
Chairperson Holland stated she sat on the PC and voted for the subdivision to occur which she would 5 
not have done if she had known it was an Aitken home. She stated the demolition request should have 6 
come to the LPC before the ZBA and PC. Chairperson Holland stated the Commission is being asked to 7 
allow demolition of an Aitken home to allow the applicant the ability to put in a garage. She also stated 8 
she was not  told at  the PC meeting what kind of home would replace  it. Mr. Chambers  informed the 9 
Commission  the  home  would  be  a  traditional  modern  farmhouse  style  which  would  fit  in  the 10 
community. Mr. Bernstein added the only public comment was from a neighbor who complained about 11 
flooding issues and is happy the detached two car garage would be removed.  12 
 13 
Mr.  Enck  commented  it  seemed  wasteful  to  demolish  a  significant  home  to  remedy  a  vehicular 14 
circulation  issue  and  asked  if  any  other  remedies  were  considered.  Chairperson  Holland  responded 15 
there was no discussion of skewing the lot line. Ms. Good stated this is the third Aitken home in the last 16 
few months to be demolished and the Village is being stripped of Aitken’s legacy. Chairperson Holland 17 
asked if there were any other comments.  18 
 19 
Mr. Norkus allowed several members of  the public  into  the meeting. Mr. Rountree asked what  is  the 20 
question the Commission is being asked to consider. Chairperson Holland responded the Commission is 21 
being asked to grant a demolition permit. Mr. Bernstein restated the reasoning behind the applicants’ 22 
request. Mr. Norkus stated that concluded public comment. Ms. Good moved for the demolition to be 23 
delayed and asked for an HAIS since the home was designed by Aitken. Mr. Stuart seconded the motion. 24 
Chairperson Holland  then  read  the  findings  and  criteria  that  the  Commission  considered.  A  vote was 25 
taken and the motion unanimously passed, 5 to 0:  26 
AYES:  Enck, Good, Holland, Stuart, Weaver  27 
NAYS:  None  28 
 29 
Case No. 20‐19‐LPC – 644 Pine Lane: Review of the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for the 30 
single family residence at 644 Pine Lane.  31 
Mr. Marx stated the HAIS was done in response to the Commission’s request at the September 21, 2020 32 
meeting. He then reviewed the property details and identified the owner, Doug Minahan, on behalf of 33 
the property ownership. Mr. Marx  stated  the Historical  Society  found  the property had historical and 34 
architectural  significance since  it was designed by Edwin Clark along with several prominent  residents 35 
who  lived  in  the  home.  He  added  the Historical  Society  agreed with  the  HAIS  findings  and  that  Jean 36 
Guarino would present the HAIS to the Commission.  37 
 38 
Jean Guarino went through details contained in the HAIS and commented on the home’s architectural 39 
integrity which has been virtually unchanged from its original appearance. She stated with regard to the 40 
findings,  the home has  local and statewide significance and architectural  significance as a design with 41 
excellent  integrity  by  the  firm  of  Clark  and  Walcott  as  well  as  that  the  home  possessed  local 42 
architectural significance as a unique of the Colonial Revival with shingle style elements. She then asked 43 
if there were any questions.  44 
 45 
Mr. Enck asked how many Edwin Clark homes are in the Village. Ms. Guarino responded she would have 46 
to check and estimated the amount to be dozens. Chairperson Holland asked Mr. Minahan if he knew 47 
the home had architectural and historical importance when he purchased it. Mr. Minahan responded he 48 
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did not. Mr. Enck referred to the concerns raised by Mr. Minahan at previous meetings and options to 1 
overcome those and asked if he investigated the possibility of accomplishing their goals in the existing 2 
structures. Mr. Minahan responded they did speak to architects and referred to the cost and added it 3 
would not work for their young family and they are working on designing the new home.  4 
 5 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any questions. Mr. Enck commented it was interesting to hear 6 
the history about the surrounding properties  from the HAIS and asked  if  they planned to keep all  the 7 
structures. Mr. Minahan responded they may keep the coach house. He informed the Commission the 8 
new home may be white brick with stone features with a country  feel and similar  footprint. Mr. Enck 9 
stated  the home  is almost 100 years old and worked  for many  families and asked what did not work 10 
about the home for him. Mr. Minahan responded the home may have worked for families at the time it 11 
was built and the previous owner used the home as a summer residence. He described the rooms in the 12 
home which would not work for a modern family and it would not be feasible economically. Mr. Enck 13 
stated  there  are many  examples  where  older  homes  have  been  remodeled.    He  also  commented  it 14 
would be a tremendous waste to take down a significant home with a significant history.  15 
 16 
Ms. Good asked Mr. Minahan if he knew now what he did not know then if his sensibilities changed. Mr. 17 
Minahan  stated  he would  not  change  anything  and  appreciated  the  history  of  the  home  adding  the 18 
home was on the market for two years which  lent to the fact that  it did not make economic sense to 19 
rehab the home resulting it being sold for land. Chairperson Holland asked Mr. Minahan if he was aware 20 
of the tax advantages available for the property. Mr. Minahan responded he was not aware and is not 21 
interested in living in the home fixed up.  22 
 23 
Mr.  Norkus  allowed  members  of  the  public  into  the  meeting.  Mr.  Rountree  stated  more  supply  of 24 
housing needed to be created for those who want to live in the community which is an important goal 25 
for the Commission to consider. Mr. Norkus concluded there is no one else waiting to speak.  26 
 27 
Chairperson Holland stated the Commission has to make a determination that the HAIS is complete and 28 
asked for comments or a motion.   Ms. Good moved to state the HAIS  is complete and well done. Mr. 29 
Enck seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 5 to 0:  30 
AYES:  Enck, Good, Holland, Stuart, Weaver  31 
NAYS:  None  32 
 33 
Chairperson Holland asked for a motion to allow demolition with or without delay and referred to the 34 
findings on page 3. Mr. Enck stated the Commission would typically recommend a delay for a property 35 
of this type although the owner indicating no interest in saving the home. He also referred to the owner 36 
selecting the property since they liked the lot and commented it is disappointing to see more and more 37 
of  the  architectural  fabric  of  the  Village  demolished  and  replaced  with  new  construction.  Mr.  Enck 38 
concluded recommending a delay in this case would not help. Ms. Good stated the Commission is put 39 
into  the  uncomfortable  position  of  caring  for  the  Village’s  architecture  and  to  put  forth  a motion  to 40 
allow demolition without delay  for a home designed by  the one of  the most  significant homes  in  the 41 
Village. She added the home has significance on a state level and agreed with Mr. Enck that their hands 42 
are tied due to the ordinance. Ms. Good stated she would not feel comfortable making the motion.  43 
 44 
Mr.  Weaver  moved  to  delay  the  demolition  and  described  the  home  as  one  of  the  most  amazing 45 
properties  in Winnetka  and  that  the  HAIS  is  complete  and  read  the  standards  on  page  3. Ms.  Good 46 
seconded the motion noting that although a delay would not change the owner’s mind, it is the only tool 47 
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the  Commission  has  in  terms  of  saving  historic  structures  in  the  Village.  A  vote  was  taken  and  the 1 
motion unanimously passed, 5 to 0:  2 
AYES:  Enck, Good, Holland, Stuart, Weaver  3 
NAYS:  None  4 
 5 
Chairperson Holland explained the reasoning behind the Commission’s decision to delay demolition to 6 
Mr. Minahan in the hopes of alternatives being explored.  7 
 8 
Case No. 20‐20‐LPC – 636 Garland Avenue: Review of the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 9 
for the single family residence at 636 Garland Avenue.  10 
Mr. Marx  outlined  the  summary of  the property  and  stated  the Commission decided  at  the  previous 11 
meeting  to  require  an  HAIS.  He  then  referred  to  photos  of  the  home  and  identified  the  property 12 
specifics  including  its  zoning  classification.  Mr.  Marx  stated  the  Historical  Society  found  that  the 13 
property has architectural and historical significance and was designed by William Aitkin as well it having 14 
several prominent  residents. He stated Susan Benjamin and  Jeanne Sylvester  submitted  the HAIS and 15 
are present along with the owner, Matthew Havey, and the contractors to make the presentation and 16 
answer questions.    17 
 18 
Susan Benjamin went over the history of the home and identified the previous owners noting the home 19 
was designed by William Aitken.  She  stated most  importantly,  it  is  a  stylistic  example of  Renaissance 20 
Revival architecture and described the home’s features. Ms. Benjamin described the tour they were able 21 
to take with the Village President to Bannockburn of Aitken homes. Jeanne Sylvester went over Aitken’s 22 
background  and  described  Aitken’s  home  in  Bannockburn  indicating  he  began  his  work  in Winnetka 23 
which flourished in Bannockburn.  24 
 25 
Ms.  Benjamin  stated  there  are  not  a  lot  of  Italian  Revival  Renaissance  homes  in  Winnetka  and 26 
encouraged them to find out what other Aitken homes there are in Winnetka. She referred to interior 27 
and exterior photos of the home as well as described its features and photos of neighboring homes. Ms. 28 
Benjamin described the request as challenging and the home is significant due to Aitken although it  is 29 
problematic because of the damage even though they do not know the extent of it.  30 
 31 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any questions. She asked for a motion as to whether the HAIS is 32 
complete. A motion was made by Mr. Enck that the HAIS is complete and referred to the fact this is the 33 
second  Aitken  home  on  their  agenda  for  demolition. Mr. Weaver  seconded  the motion.  A  vote was 34 
taken and the motion unanimously passed, 5 to 0:  35 
AYES:  Enck, Good, Holland, Stuart, Weaver  36 
NAYS:  None  37 
 38 
Chairperson Holland asked for public comment. Mr. Norkus confirmed there is no one in the public to 39 
comment.  Chairperson  Holland  then  asked  for  a  motion  as  noted  on  page  3  for  demolition  with  or 40 
without  delay. Mr.  Enck  stated  there was discussion  at  the previous meeting  that  the  home was  too 41 
large for rehab and asked if there was any further discussion. Matthew Havey stated he did not recall 42 
that being part of the discussion. Jack Kruszewski stated the new home would have a smaller footprint 43 
than the current home. Mr. Havey stated the home is in a serious state of disrepair and he has video of 44 
the second floor he could share with the Commission. He added they catalogued everything in the home 45 
at the request of the Commission. Mr. Havey then referred to Ms. Benjamin’s finding that this home is 46 
not particularly  significant and no  further  intent was made  to  rehab  the home since  it would be  cost 47 
prohibitive.  48 
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Chairperson Holland again asked for a motion. Mr. Stuart stated he would not initiate the motion and 1 
the home could be restored adding he has seen many in this condition be restored. Ms. Good moved to 2 
grant  the demolition permit with a 60 day delay based on  finding no. 2  since  they have  lost  so many 3 
Aitken homes with his legacy being ripped away while continuing on with the decisions the Commission 4 
has made at this meeting. The findings on page 3 were read into the record by Mr. Enck. Ms. Good then 5 
read the remainder of the findings on page 4. The motion was seconded by Mr. Enck.  A vote was taken 6 
and the motion unanimously passed, 5 to 0:  7 
AYES:  Enck, Good, Holland, Stuart, Weaver  8 
NAYS:  None  9 
 10 
Other Business. 11 

a. December 7, 2020 Meeting – Quorum Check. 12 
The Commission Members confirmed their availability  for  the December 7, 2020 meeting. A vote was 13 
taken and the motion unanimously passed, 5 to 0:  14 
AYES:  Enck, Good, Holland, Stuart, Weaver  15 
NAYS:  None  16 
 17 
Chairperson Holland  informed  the Commission  she would visit with  the Historical  Society on Monday 18 
and  invited the Commission Members to  join. Mr. Schoon confirmed the next Village Council meeting 19 
would be November 17, 2020 and under Public Comment, the Commission would be allowed to speak. 20 
Chairperson Holland stated she would inform President Rintz the Commission would like to comment at 21 
that meeting. Mr. Enck referred to a home at 82 Essex which is a Walter Burley Griffin home which may 22 
be on the list to be torn down and suggested it be more thoroughly documented if it does come up for 23 
demolition in addition to an HAIS. Chairperson Holland agreed with Mr. Enck’s suggestion.  24 
 25 
Public Comment 26 
No additional public comment was made at this time. 27 
 28 
Adjournment: 29 
A  vote  to  adjourn was made  by Mr. Weaver  and  seconded  by Mr.  Stuart.  A  vote was  taken  and  the 30 
motion unanimously passed, 5 to 0:  31 
AYES:  Enck, Good, Holland, Stuart, Mr. Weaver  32 
NAYS:  None  33 
 34 
The meeting adjourned at 10:20 p.m.  35 
 36 
Respectfully submitted, 37 
 38 
Antionette Johnson 39 
Recording Secretary  40 
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 3 
Members Present:                                 Louise Holland, Chairperson 4 

Katie Comstock  5 
Chris Enck 6 
Laura Good 7 
Beth Ann Papoutsis     8 
Joseph Stuart 9 
Paul Weaver 10 

  11 
Non‐Voting Member Present:             Jack Coladarci  12 
 13 
Members Absent:                                  None 14 
 15 
Village Staff:                                David Schoon, Director of Community Development  16 

Brian Norkus, Assistant Director of Community 17 
Development  18 

                 Christopher Marx, Associate Planner 19 
 20 
Introductory Remarks Regarding Conduct of Virtual Meeting. 21 
Chairperson Holland read the Oral Declaration into the record.  22 
  23 
Call to Order & Roll Call: 24 
Chairperson Holland called the meeting to order at 7: 00 p.m.  25 
 26 
Case No. 20‐23‐LPC – 803 Pine Street: Review of the demolition permit application submitted for the 27 
single family residence at 803 Pine Street.  28 
Mr. Marx  referred  to  photos  of  the  property  and  identified  its  location  and  zoning  classification.  He 29 
noted the Historical Society stated the property does not have architectural or historical significance and 30 
asked if there were any questions. No questions were raised at this time.  31 
 32 
Mr. Norkus allowed the applicant’s team into the meeting. Ion Pascal asked if there were any questions. 33 
Chairperson Holland asked Mr. Pascal  if he planned  to  replace  the  residence with another home. Mr. 34 
Pascal  confirmed  that  is  correct  and  stated  the  new  home  would  measure  8,200  square  feet.  He 35 
confirmed it would be a one story home with a basement.  Mr. Enck asked if it would be a spec home 36 
and Mr. Pascal informed the Commission the home would be for his family. Mr. Pascal stated it would 37 
be  a  brick  home with  aluminum  siding on  the  rear. He  identified  Edward  Livion  as  the  architect. Ms. 38 
Comstock commented the existing home is high profile and asked Mr. Pascal to consider the context of 39 
the  home  and  how  it  related  to  the  Village.  Mr.  Pascal  confirmed  the  home  would  have  quality 40 
materials. He also stated he has not built any other homes in the Village and he preferred living in the 41 
Village  for his  family. Mr. Coladarci commented the existing home  is not  in good condition and asked 42 
Mr.  Pascal  if  he  considered whether  the  new  home’s  architecture would  fit  in  with  the  surrounding 43 
homes. Mr. Pascal responded he wanted something different and to build his home to his preference. 44 
Ms. Good thanked Mr. Pascal for selecting a property which is in disrepair with the new home being an 45 
improvement as opposed to a home which has architectural significance. She then moved to grant the 46 
demolition without delay. Mr. Enck seconded the motion.  47 
 48 
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Mr. Marx asked if there was any public comment. Mr. Norkus allowed members of the public  into the 1 
meeting. No comments were made at this time.  2 
 3 
Ms.  Good  read  from  the  findings  from  page  4  of  the  materials.  The  motion  was  seconded  by  Ms. 4 
Comstock. Chairperson Holland asked if there were any comments. Mr. Coladarci reminded Mr. Pascal 5 
the new home would make a statement to the neighborhood and the Village and referred to the ultra‐6 
modern home to be built and thanked Mr. Pascal for removing the existing home.  7 
 8 
A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 7 to 0:  9 
AYES:    Comstock, Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 10 
NAYS:    None  11 
NON‐VOTING:  Coladarci  12 
 13 
Case No. 20‐24‐LPC – 740 Ardsley Road: Review of  the demolition permit application submitted  for 14 
the single family residence at 740 Ardsley Road. 15 
Chairperson Holland noted the applicant would like to move the request to the January 2021 meeting. 16 
She then asked for a motion.  17 
 18 
A motion was made by Ms. Papoutsis and seconded to defer Case No. 20‐24‐LPC to the January 2021 19 
meeting. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 7 to 0:  20 
AYES:    Comstock, Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 21 
NAYS:    None  22 
NON‐VOTING:  Coladarci  23 
 24 
Case No. 20‐25‐LPC – 1077 Spruce Street: Review of the demolition permit application submitted for 25 
the single family residence at 1077 Spruce Street.  26 
Mr.  Marx  stated  the  application  was  submitted  by  Foxwood  Development  Group  on  behalf  of  the 27 
applicant  and  identified  photos  of  the  home,  its  location  and  zoning  classification.  He  stated  the 28 
Historical  Society  research  stated  the  property  has  no  historical  significance  but  has  architectural 29 
significance. Mr. Marx asked if there were any questions.  30 
 31 
Mr.  Norkus  allowed  Jack  Kruszewski  with  Foxwood  Development  Group  into  the  meeting.  Mr. 32 
Kruszewski stated they planned to build a single family residence with a detached garage which would 33 
be a classical Belgian home with a large front porch. Chairperson Holland stated S.S. Beman is a noted 34 
architect  and  asked  if  there  were  any  portions  of  the  home  he  planned  to  keep  or  restore.  Mr. 35 
Kruszewski responded they did not see anything worth reutilizing in the home. Mr. Coladarci asked if he 36 
worked  on  any  other  projects  in  the  Village  and Mr.  Kruszewski  identified  other  projects  he  and  his 37 
brother are working on.  He stated there was nothing worth saving in any of those other projects. Mr. 38 
Coladarci asked Mr. Kruszewski if it is easier for him to demolish homes in Winnetka and Mr. Kruszewski 39 
responded it is not more difficult than in any other areas although he stated there is more hesitation to 40 
request demolition in Winnetka. Mr. Kruszewski stated Glencoe and Wilmette are more difficult in terms 41 
of demolition and a 60 day delay would result in additional carrying costs. He noted their intent is not to 42 
tear down architecturally significant homes and they go out of their way to avoid them. Mr. Kruszewski 43 
added a lot of their clients want to live in Winnetka which is where they focus their attention noting the 44 
younger generation preferred new construction.  45 
 46 
Chairperson Holland asked Mr. Kruszewski if he checked the North Shore demolition delay requirements 47 
compared  to  that  of  other  villages. Mr.  Kruszewski  responded Winnetka  demolition,  utility  fees  and 48 
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underground detention  are  all  considerations. Mr.  Enck  asked  if  the  home was  publicly  listed  on  the 1 
MLS. Mr. Kruszewski confirmed that is correct although it was listed privately on the MLS for a long time 2 
before  going  public.  Ms.  Good  asked  Mr.  Kruszewski  if  he  discovered  anything  on  Beman  when  he 3 
researched the home. Mr. Kruszewski stated after their walkthrough, they determined it was worthy of 4 
an offer noting that is not the extent of how they conduct their research. Ms. Good suggested he consult 5 
the Winnetka Historical Society  in  the  future.  She added Beman  is an extremely well known architect 6 
and questioned a Belgian style home. Mr. Kruszewski described the home’s style and building materials 7 
for the Commission. Ms. Comstock identified a similar Belgian style home for reference.  8 
 9 
Chairperson Holland  asked  if  there were  any  other  questions  or  a motion. Mr. Marx  confirmed  they 10 
must  first  hear  public  comment.  Mr.  Norkus  allowed  members  of  the  public  into  the  meeting.  No 11 
additional comments were made at this time.  12 
 13 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any comments or a motion. Ms. Good noted for the record that 14 
Beman is very significant to Illinois and identified several of his significant projects and moved to request 15 
an HAIS based on the ordinance criteria citing criteria no. 4. The motion was seconded by Mr. Stuart. A 16 
vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 7 to 0:  17 
AYES:    Comstock, Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 18 
NAYS:    None  19 
NON‐VOTING:  Coladarci  20 
 21 
Case No. 20‐26‐LPC – 203 Sheridan Road: Review of the demolition permit application submitted for 22 
the single family residence at 203 Sheridan Road.  23 
Mr. Marx  described  the  property  owned  by  the Walton  2019  Revocable  Trust  and  its  size,  location, 24 
zoning classification and photos. He stated the home was built in 1925 with the Historical Society stating 25 
the property has architectural historical significance. Mr. Marx asked if there were any questions.  26 
 27 
Mr.  Schoon  informed  the  Commission  that  203  Sheridan  and  205  Sheridan  are  both  on  the 28 
Commission’s agenda and are owned by the same entity which has acquired the property between Elder 29 
Lane and Centennial Park. He stated they are working with the Park District to exchange that property 30 
and  a  70  foot  portion  of  Centennial  Park.  Mr.  Schoon  stated  the  owner  then  planned  to  do  a  plat 31 
consolidation and create one large lot. He noted the consolidation would go to the PC next week.  32 
 33 
Mr. Coladarci  questioned  the  size of  the  lot  and home  to be built. Mr.  Schoon  stated  the applicant’s 34 
representative can respond. Mr. Enck asked if there were any structures on the 70 foot portion of the 35 
park. Mr. Schoon confirmed there is nothing on that part of the parcel. Ms. Comstock described it as a 36 
creative deal on the part of the Park District. Mr. Coladarci described the plans for the proposed parcel. 37 
Mr. Norkus allowed Cal Bernstein in the meeting.   38 
 39 
Cal Bernstein stated he represented the 203 Sheridan applicant. He stated the request is part of a larger 40 
project  to acquire 261 Sheridan by  the Park District which  included beach protection  installation. Mr. 41 
Bernstein then stated this is the first part of the project and following the Commission’s consideration, 42 
the  request would  then go on  to  the PC and  there would be  two  resubdivided  lots. He  stated a new 43 
home would be constructed on the newly consolidated lot and architects were recently retained and he 44 
has no information as to what would be built on the lot at this point. Mr. Bernstein stated two different 45 
trusts purchased each property with one party planning to occupy one of the property with the benefit 46 
to the Village being one  large lot to the north of the property. He identified the architect as Ferguson 47 
and Shamamian from New York.  48 
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 1 
Chairperson Holland noted the Historical Society issued findings for 203 Sheridan and identified Rudolph 2 
Huszach as the architect and referred to their comments. She commented the home is  important and 3 
should be documented.  4 
 5 
Ms. Good asked if 203, 195 and 181 Sheridan were built by the same family in the 1920’s. Chairperson 6 
Holland responded 203 Sheridan may not have been part of that subdivision. Ms. Good asked if better 7 
photos can be taken of 205 Sheridan. Mr. Marx stated it is not a requirement for the applicant to submit 8 
photos  but  for  lakefront  properties,  it  would  not  be  easy  for  him  to  obtain  them.  He  added  the 9 
application was submitted close to the deadline and referred to the number of items on the agenda and 10 
the  holiday.  Mr.  Marx  stated  the  Historical  Society  identified  203  Sheridan  as  the  most  significant 11 
compared to 205 Sheridan.  12 
 13 
Chairperson  Holland  asked  if  there  were  any  comments.  Mr.  Enck  referred  to  the  735  Sheridan 14 
demolition where it was noted there were few remaining 1920 homes on Sheridan and asked how many 15 
of them are there. He also stated there was comment during that discussion that they were surprised 16 
that the home would be up for demolition and the fact they have no information as to what would be 17 
built  on  the  new,  large  lot. Ms.  Good  agreed with Mr.  Enck’s  comments  and  the  fact  there may  be 18 
parking lots there  is distressing along with the fact they do not know what would be constructed. She 19 
added it would set a very bad precedent. Mr. Coladarci agreed with the comments made and the fact 20 
they  are  not  able  to  ask  the  owner  questions.  Ms.  Papoutsis  agreed  with  the  comments  made  and 21 
referred  to  the  New  York  architect  and  questioned  their  relationship  to  Robert  A.M.  Stern.  She  also 22 
referred to the way the demolition would change the lakefront and questioned who would perform the 23 
HAIS. Mr. Marx responded the applicant is required to first submit the HAIS in order to allow demolition 24 
to proceed with the Commission to assess whether the report is complete and thorough. He stated who 25 
the hire is their prerogative.  26 
 27 
Ms. Good stated  for  the record,  the Commission previously discussed a  requirement  in  the ordinance 28 
that  the  owners  be  present  at  meetings.  Mr.  Marx  stated  the  owner  is  required  to  provide  to  the 29 
Community  Development  Department  that  the  ownership  information  can  be  verified  and  that 30 
information is not shared for proprietary reasons.  31 
 32 
Chairperson Holland asked Mr. Schoon if an HAIS  is not granted, what  it would do to the Park District 33 
property  plans.  Mr.  Bernstein  responded  pursuant  to  the  Park  District  and  the  trust’s  Exchange 34 
Agreement,  the  closing  on  the  exchange  is  contingent  on  the  property  being  consolidated  and  the 35 
owner being able to develop the property. Mr. Schoon stated the Commission is to determine whether 36 
an  HAIS  is  required  and  once  it  is  presented  at  a  future  Commission meeting,  the  Commission  is  to 37 
determine  whether  a  delay  should  be  issued  as  well  as  other  items  in  the  progression  process.  He 38 
confirmed the Commission’s decision would not delay the lot consolidation.  39 
 40 
Ms. Comstock stated all of the boards, commissions and Village residents would have their eye on their 41 
plans in terms of the applicant’s vision. She asked for an HAIS to be done on the property. Chairperson 42 
Holland stated this Commission’s decision can be referred to during the PC meeting next week. She then 43 
asked for a motion to request an HAIS for 203 Sheridan or additional discussion. A motion was made by 44 
Ms. Comstock and seconded by Ms. Papoutsis.  45 
 46 
Ms. Papoutsis then asked if they could solicit comment from neighbors. Mr. Norkus confirmed members 47 
of  the  public  are  waiting  to  speak.  He  then  allowed  Rebecca  Ferguson  into  the  meeting.  Rebecca 48 
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Ferguson stated they are building a home down the street and she and her neighbors’ lake view would 1 
be affected. She pleaded with the owner to not construct anything which would obstruct their views and 2 
noted they are building their home with the lake view in mind. Ms. Ferguson then stated they are not 3 
able to communicate their concerns to the owner. John Peterson of the Park District stated with regard 4 
to  261  Sheridan,  it  led  back  to  the Waterfront Masterplan  approved  in  2015 where  they  are  able  to 5 
create  8  acres  of  uninterrupted  parkland.  Mr.  Peterson  confirmed  there  is  no  intention  to  change 6 
parking at either park although there  is an opportunity to build break waters to protect  the shoreline 7 
and  bluffs.  He  stated  there  is  no  intent  to  do  anything with  261  Sheridan  at  this  time. Mr.  Peterson 8 
stated  the  exchange  agreement  allowed  for  changes  to  their  timeline.  He  described  the  property 9 
exchange set up and the properties it involved noting they were not aware of 203 Sheridan at the time.   10 
 11 
Ms. Papoutsis asked if the lake views would be obstructed. Mr. Peterson responded he does not know 12 
how  the  property  will  be  utilized  by  the  trust. Mr.  Norkus  allowed Warren  James  into  the meeting. 13 
Warren  James  stated  he  is  a  Park  District  Commissioner  and  was  prior  co‐chair  of  the  lakefront 14 
masterplan which received input from many public sessions. He stated the keystone issue was the 261 15 
Sheridan acquisition to combine the two parks and due to the owner’s generosity, they are able to make 16 
the  swap. Mr.  James  referred  to  the  loss of  the bluff  and  trees due  to  high water  and described  the 17 
beach’s  existing  protection.  He  stated  the  acquisition  would  allow  them  to  move  forward  and  they 18 
would otherwise have to take other emergency measures. Mr.  James then stated there needed to be 19 
certainty that the land swap would go through and the Park District is the contract owner of the parcel 20 
in  between  to  complete  the  proposed  shorefront  protections  and  combine  the  two  parks  with  a 21 
completion goal of 2021. Ms. Comstock asked if they could proceed without the owner’s consent. Mr. 22 
James responded they need to confirm their ownership of the property to have authority to go beyond 23 
property limitations.  24 
 25 
Mr. Norkus allowed others  into the meeting. Stephanie Heraty stated they live on Fuller Lane and the 26 
park is heavily used by the residents and they want to ensure what is built on the property would allow 27 
continued  lake  views  by  the  community.  Robert  Dearborn  stated  he  appreciated  the  Commission’s 28 
consideration of this matter. Judy Rowl (sp?) stated she lives at 209 Sheridan and commented they are 29 
devastated at the potential loss of lake views and asked for the open dialog to continue with regard to 30 
access and views to the park. Village President Chris Rintz had no comment. Tricia Charbonneau had no 31 
comment. Mr. Norkus concluded there was no additional public comment. 32 
 33 
Chairperson  Holland  asked  if  there  were  any  other  comments  from  the  Commission.  Ms.  Good 34 
questioned  erosion concerns north of Centennial Park and asked if any other lakefront properties were 35 
targeted in terms of lakefront protection. Mr. James confirmed due to 261 Sheridan’s unique location, it 36 
is the only property they targeted in the lakefront master plan. He stated any other aspects of the plan 37 
are  not within  the  Commission’s  purview. Mr.  Enck  stated  the  deal with  the  Park District  is  the  only 38 
unique aspect about  this property and  if  it were any other project,  the Commission would require an 39 
HAIS. Mr.  Coladarci  reiterated  the  HAIS  Commission’s  requirement would  not  delay  the  project. Ms. 40 
Good referred to Mr. James’ comment that the delay would not affect the project schedule due to the 41 
winter.  42 
 43 
Ms. Comstock again moved to request an HAIS for 203 Sheridan. Ms. Papoutsis seconded the motion. 44 
Mr. Peterson  clarified  there  is  a delay  in  their  ability  to  file  a permit  and  the permit needed  to  clear 45 
several  regulatory  bodies  to  afford  them  the  ability  to  build  breakwater  protection  at  the  Elder  and 46 
Centennial  Park  beaches.  He  then  stated  he  appreciated  the  property’s  history. Mr.  Coladarci  stated 47 
they  were  only  presented  documentation  one  week  ago  and  the  Commission  has  an  obligation  to 48 
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perform. Mr.  Peterson  asked  for  consideration  that  there may  be more  repercussions with  a  90  day 1 
delay adding they would support the Commission’s decision. He described the steps taking in the entire 2 
process  including  required Army Core of Engineering permitting, etc. Chairperson Holland stated  they 3 
also have to consider the neighbors while realizing that delays do occur. She added an HAIS is necessary 4 
and the property is deserving of an HAIS. Mr. Peterson reiterated he supported the HAIS and wanted to 5 
confirm the representation that a delay would not affect the process.  6 
 7 
Ms. Good noted the permit hinged on 205 Sheridan and they are unable to see that property. She then 8 
moved to require an HAIS for 203 Sheridan based on criteria no. 4 on page 2 of the agenda report. Ms. 9 
Comstock seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 7 to 0:  10 
AYES:    Comstock, Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 11 
NAYS:    None  12 
NON‐VOTING:  Coladarci  13 
 14 
Mr.  James confirmed  they can proceed  in being  the contract acquirer of  the property and the sooner 15 
they  file  the  permit  application,  the  sooner  they  can  begin  beachfront  protection.  Mr.  Bernstein 16 
confirmed they would proceed with the HAIS for 203 Sheridan.  17 
 18 
Case No 20‐27‐LPC  ‐ 205 Sheridan Road: Review of  the demolition permit application  for  the  single 19 
family residence at 205 Sheridan Road.  20 
Mr. Marx stated the application was submitted by the Orchard 2020 Revocable Trust as the owner and 21 
identified  the  limited  amount  of  photos.  He  described  the  home’s  size  and  zoning  classification  and 22 
asked if there were any questions. He noted Cal Bernstein also represents the property owner for this 23 
application.  24 
 25 
Cal Bernstein informed the Commission unlike 203 Sheridan, he stated the Historical Society did not find 26 
the property to have architectural or historical significance and based on these findings, he did not feel 27 
an  HAIS  is  necessary.    Mr.  Coladarci  questioned  the  boathouse  and  Mr.  Marx  responded  it  was 28 
constructed long ago and with the shoreline deviation, they are not sure if it is still existed. He noted the 29 
Sanborn map provided in the materials is from 1938. Mr. Enck referred to the lot’s width and asked if it 30 
is a flag lot. Mr. Marx confirmed that is correct and referred to the property’s aerial view. Mr. Bernstein 31 
confirmed the vacant lot in front is part of the consolidation. Ms. Good asked how many PIN numbers 32 
are  there  and  if  there  is  any  significance on  the  “Shore‐Winds” name on  the property. Mr. Bernstein 33 
responded he did not have that information. Ms. Good then stated while the Commission often agreed 34 
with the Historical Society, they are being asked to decide if the home is architecturally significant and 35 
they can only see the property’s rear façade. She stated the Commission cannot make a determination 36 
without  knowing  what  the  property  looks  like.  Mr.  Weaver  agreed  with Ms.  Good’s  comments  and 37 
stated it would be nice to get photos of the property to document what was there. Mr. Marx noted the 38 
application was submitted before the deadline and the timeliness of getting photos was not ideal. Mr. 39 
Coladarci asked if Mr. Bernstein could request permission to take property photos. Mr. Marx noted they 40 
only take photos from the right‐of‐way. Mr. Bernstein confirmed he could provide photos by the next 41 
meeting.  42 
 43 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any comments from the Commission or the public. Mr. Norkus 44 
allowed several callers into the meeting for comment. Jim Chambers, Rebecca Ferguson and Stephanie 45 
Heraty had no comment. Mr. Norkus stated there are no other members of the public in attendance.  46 
Mr. Bernstein confirmed there are two PIN numbers for the property.  47 
 48 
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Chairperson Holland asked  if  there were any other questions or  a motion  request  an HAIS. Mr. Marx 1 
informed the Commission that according to the code, photos are not a requirement for a submission. 2 
Ms.  Good  commented  it  did  not  make  sense  for  the  Commission  to  make  a  determination  without 3 
photos. Mr. Coladarci stated according to the code, the Commission can ask the Director to make that 4 
request. Ms. Comstock stated they are appreciative of the owner undertaking the project and gift to the 5 
Park District and asked  for  the applicant  to consider  the  impact on  the village,  the neighbors and  the 6 
lakefront. Mr. Bernstein stated he would share the Commission’s comments with the design team.  7 
 8 
Chairperson Holland again asked for a motion to ask for HAIS for 205 Sheridan. Ms. Good stated they 9 
cannot make a determination of whether an HAIS  is  required and  if  there  is architectural  significance 10 
without seeing what the home looks  like. Mr. Coladarci suggested supplementing the application with 11 
photos later would suffice without issuing a delay while referring to the fact the Historical Society stated 12 
the property is not significant. Mr. Marx stated the Historical Society was provided the same information 13 
as  the  Commission  and  they  perform  their  own  research  as  well.  Mr.  Enck  questioned  whether  the 14 
ordinance  allowed  the  HAIS  for  203  Sheridan  to  include  a  subset  description  of  205  Sheridan  with 15 
photos. Mr. Marx  stated  that would depend on  the  consultant  the applicant obtained and  confirmed 16 
that  surrounding home  information has been obtained  in past HAIS  reports. Ms. Good  reiterated  the 17 
Commission  should  see  what  the  home  looks  like.  Mr.  Bernstein  confirmed  they  would  include 18 
information on 205 Sheridan in the HAIS for 203 Sheridan.  19 
 20 
Chairperson  Holland  asked  for  a  motion.  Mr.  Enck  moved  to  require  the  home  at  205  Sheridan  be 21 
documented  in connection with  the architect and  land use as part of  the 203 Sheridan HAIS  including 22 
descriptions of the building, architect, owners and how the land was used over time along with photos. 23 
Ms. Comstock seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 7 to 0:  24 
AYES:    Comstock, Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 25 
NAYS:    None  26 
NON‐VOTING:  Coladarci  27 
 28 
Case No. 20‐22‐LPC – 1423 Asbury Avenue: Review of the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 29 
for the single family residence at 1423 Asbury Avenue.  30 
Cal  Bernstein  also  represented  the  applicant  for  this  matter.  Mr.  Marx  stated  the  Commission  is  to 31 
determine after reviewing the HAIS whether a 60 day delay is warranted. He identified property photos, 32 
its location and zoning classification. Mr. Marx then asked if there were any questions.  33 
 34 
Susan Benjamin referred to the PowerPoint and described the home’s location and changes made to the 35 
home including additions. Jeanne Sylvester stated 1423 Asbury and 1415 Asbury were built at the same 36 
time in 1921 by William Aitkin as a spec home. She described the former property owners and property 37 
features  with  Aitken  being  the  most  famous  owner.  Ms.  Sylvester  identified  photos  of  other  Aitken 38 
homes along with landmarked Aitken homes in the Village.  39 
 40 
Ms.  Benjamin  reiterated  the  home  has  been  altered  over  time  and  described  the  entrance  as 41 
phenomenal. She referred to photos of the home showing the original detailing pilaster, the garage, etc. 42 
adding  the  interior  had  substantial  amounts  of  mold.  Ms.  Benjamin  then  described  the  surrounding 43 
homes  for  the  Commission.  She  stated  in  terms  of  the  home’s  presence  on  the  street,  due  to  the 44 
condition  of  the  home,  demolition  would  be  acceptable  and  commented  the  new  home  should  be 45 
carefully integrated into the street scale. Ms. Benjamin noted the home’s most significant feature is the 46 
entrance and suggested it be deconstructed and donated.  47 
 48 
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Chairperson  Holland  asked  if  there  were  any  comments.  The  Commission  Members  commented  a 1 
wonderful job was done on the HAIS. Chairperson Holland then asked for a motion to accept the HAIS as 2 
complete. Mr. Norkus allowed members of the public in the meeting to comment. Jim Chambers stated 3 
he could answer questions with regard to the proposed structure. Mr. Norkus confirmed that completed 4 
public comment.  5 
 6 
Chairperson Holland again asked for a motion to approve the HAIS as complete. Ms. Comstock moved to 7 
accept the HAIS for 1423 Asbury as complete. Mr. Weaver seconded the motion. A vote was taken and 8 
the motion unanimously passed, 7 to 0:  9 
AYES:    Comstock, Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 10 
NAYS:    None  11 
NON‐VOTING:  Coladarci  12 
 13 
Chairperson Holland  then  asked  for  a motion  to  allow  the  demolition  to  proceed without  delay. Ms. 14 
Comstock  moved  to  approve  the  demolition  of  1423  Asbury  without  delay.  Mr.  Enck  asked  if  the 15 
applicant  would  consider  the  comments  made  regarding  the  replacement  property.  Mr.  Bernstein 16 
stated they discussed ways to disassemble the front entry and donate  it. Mr. Chambers described the 17 
proposed architecture and materials for the new home which agreed with the recommendations made 18 
along with the garage’s placement in the rear.  19 
 20 
Mr. Weaver seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 7 to 0:  21 
AYES:    Comstock, Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 22 
NAYS:    None  23 
NON‐VOTING:  Coladarci  24 
 25 
Other Business. 26 

a. January 4, 2021 Meeting – Quorum Check. 27 
Chairperson  Holland  informed  the  Commission  after  this  meeting,  she  is  resigning  as  Chair  after  18 28 
years. The Commission Members confirmed their availability for the January 2021 meeting.  29 
 30 
Public Comment 31 
No additional public comment was made at this time. 32 
 33 
Adjournment: 34 
A motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Good and seconded by several Commission Members. A vote was 35 
taken and the motion unanimously passed, 7 to 0:  36 
AYES:    Comstock, Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 37 
NAYS:    None  38 
NON‐VOTING:  Coladarci  39 
  40 
The meeting adjourned at 10:40 p.m.  41 
 42 
Respectfully submitted, 43 
Antionette Johnson 44 
Recording Secretary  45 
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: DECEMBER 30, 2020 

SUBJECT:  1077 SPRUCE STREET - DEMOLITION PERMIT (CASE NO. 20-25-LPC) 

 
INTRODUCTION 

On  January  4,  2021,  the  Landmark  Preservation  Commission  (LPC)  will  consider  a  request  by 
Foxwood  Development  Group  (the  “Applicant”),  as  the  representative  of  1077  Spruce  LLC  (the 
“Owner”) of 1077 Spruce Street (the “Subject Property”).  The Applicant has requested the LPC to 
reconsider  its  decision  to  require  a  Historical  Architectural  Impact  Study  (HAIS)  for  the  Subject 
Property based on corrected information regarding the architect of record for the Subject Property.   
 
PREVIOUS CONSIDERATION BY COMMISSION 

On December 7, 2020, the LPC conducted a preliminary review of the demolition application for the 
Subject Property (Attachment B1).  After hearing from the Applicant and no members of the public, 
the  LPC  voted  7‐0,  to  require  an  HAIS  based  on  the  Subject  Property  being  designed  by  Solon 
Spencer Beman, a notable Chicago‐based architect.   Draft minutes of the December meeting are 
included in the January 4 agenda packet for the Commission’s consideration.   
 
CURRENT CONSIDERATION 

Since the December LPC meeting, it was brought to the Department’s attention by Susan Benjamin 
of Benjamin Historic Certifications, that there may be confusion regarding the architect of record 
for the Subject Property.  Solon Spencer Beman’s son, Spencer Solon Beman, was also an architect 
who designed residences.  Solon Spencer Beman died in 1914, whereas the Subject Property was 
built in 1941.   
 
Subsequently,  the Winnetka Historical  Society  (WHS) updated  its  research  to  reflect  the correct 
architect of record, Spencer Solon Beman.  The WHS notes that the Subject Property does not have 
historical significance, yet it does have some architectural significance.  The updated research by 
the WHS is included in this report as Attachment A1. 
 
If the Commission finds that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural 
merit to warrant an HAIS based on the corrected information regarding the architect of record and 
the updated comments from the WHS, a member may make the following motion: 

  Demolition Without Delay 

The  Commission  has  determined,  based  on  updated  information  received  by  the 
Commission correcting the architect of record, that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 
of  the  Village  Code  that  the  building  and/or  property  is  not  of  sufficient  historic  or 
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architectural merit to warrant a Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition 
of the structure may proceed without delay.  

 
If the Commission finds that an HAIS is still required, a member may make the following motion: 

Historical Architectural Impact Study Required 

The Commission finds that based upon (1) the preliminary property history study, (2) the 
updated Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or 
evidence  received  by  the  LPC  during  its  preliminary  review  that  the  building  and/or 
property is of sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical 
Architectural  Impact  Study  (HAIS)  prior  to  issuance  of  the  demolition  permit.    The 
Commission reached its conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria 
[Commission would note which criteria is met]: 

1. The property or  structures have been designated a  landmark pursuant  to Chapter 
15.64 of the Village Code; 

2. The property  or  structures  have been  included  in  the most  recent  Illinois Historic 
Structure  Survey  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  Illinois  Department  of 
Conservation; 

3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic places; and 

4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A1:  Updated Historical Society Research 
Attachment B1:  December 7 LPC Staff Report and Attachments 

 

 
Figure 1 – Subject Property 



 

PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
  

Address: 1077 Spruce Street 

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1941   

Construction type: Brick   

Style: Colonial 

 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

George E. and 

Ruth C. 

Eisenberg 

1941 – 1968  Winnetka Architectural 

Survey; real estate listing slip; 

WHS photo archives  

Doctor with the 

Winnetka Health 

Department 

William A. and 

Dorothy 

MacKenzie 

1968 – 1981  Winnetka Architectural 

Survey; real estate listing slip  

 

Yakinao and 

Takako 

Mizuta 

1981 – ? (not 

listed in the phone 

books) 

Winnetka Architectural 

Survey 

 

Yuko and Marc 

K. Sharpee 

1998 – 2020 1998 phone book; 2011 phone 

book; Newsbreak.com 

announcement 

Marketing manager at 

Kanematsu USA Inc. 

 

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND DESCRIPTION 

OF PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Spencer Solon Beman 1941; Construct a 2-story 

brick veneer and frame single 

family residence with attached 

one car garage 

Art Institute of Chicago 

biography  

Spencer Solon Beman 1945; Construct 2nd floor 

addition to single family 

residence  

Art Institute of Chicago 

biography 

George Eisenberg 

(homeowner) 

1951; Construct open car port  

Ernst Benkert 1953; Add to a 2-story single 

family home 

Winnetka Talk obituary 

Yakinao and Takako Mizuta 

(homeowners) 

1985; Build an additional 

room  

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT A1



RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Chicago Tribune, property files, photo 

archives, historic phone books, Chicago Landmarks, Biographical Dictionary of Architects  

 

Findings: 

 

Our research indicates that this property does not have historical significance, yet does have 

some architectural significance. In particular, this property is significant as a design by Spencer 

Solon Beman, a notable Chicago-based architect and son of prominent architect Solon Spencer 

Beman. Beman (alongside his father until his death in 1914) is perhaps best known for designing 

several Christian Science buildings, including those in White Plains, NY; Blue Island, IL; and 

Peoria, IL.  

 

Locally, Beman was the architect of several notable North Shore homes. In Winnetka, Beman 

designed the F.H. McNabb House at 950 Hill Road (1927), a local Designated Landmark. In 

addition, Beman was also the architect of the properties at 576 Hill Terrace (1927), 789 

Humboldt Avenue (1947), 597 Oak Street (1927), 607 Oak Street (1928), and 800 Prospect 

Avenue (1928), to name a few.    

 

Date of Research: UPDATED 12/10/2020 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  
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VIEW ALL DIGITIZED OBJECTS FROM THIS COLLECTION 

COLLECTION SUMMARY:
TITLE: Solon S. Beman and Spencer S. Beman Collection, 1892-1985
EXTENT: .5 linear foot (1 box), 3 portfolios, 4 oversize portfolios, flatfile materials, and 1 rolled tube.
REPOSITORY: Ryerson and Burnham Archives, Ryerson and Burnham Libraries,

The Art Institute of Chicago
111 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 60603-6110
(312) 443-7292 phone
rbarchives@artic.edu
http://www.artic.edu/aic/libraries/rbarchives/rbarchives.html

ABSTRACT: The classical and revival-style architectural designs of Chicago architect Solon Spencer Beman (1853-1914) and his son Spencer
Solon Beman (1887-1952) are documented in a scrapbook containing advertisements, photographs, and published articles; by
photographs of Spencer's religious and residential designs; and in several published works.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: Printed papers, a scrapbook, black and white photographic prints and photographic negatives, black and white photomechanical
prints, architectural reprographic prints and realia.

ORIGINATION: Beman, S. S. (Solon Spencer), 1853-1914
Beman, S. S. (Spencer S.), d. 1952

ACQUISITION INFORMATION: The provenance of the majority of this material is unknown at this time. One photo, gift of Kerry Vautrot, was added to the collection in
2007. Ten architectural reprographic prints of the Kimball Residence, gift of Hasbrouck, were added to the collection in 2011.
Additional materials were donated by First Church of Christ, Scientist, Toronto, 01/2013; Michael Dixon; Jackie Griffith, 2016; and J.
Abendschien.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH: 
SOLON SPENCER BEMAN (1853-1914)

Solon Spencer Beman was born in Brooklyn, New York, in 1853. He began his architectural studies at age seventeen, under Richard M. Upjohn, in New York City. In
1879, he traveled to Chicago at the request of George M. Pullman, the wealthy manufacturer of Pullman train cars, to be the architect of the first planned industrial town in
America. Over the course of four years, Beman, along with landscape architect Nathan Barrett, designed the whole of the industrial, commercial, and residential
neighborhood for the Pullman Palace Car Company and its workers. The town fittingly came to be known as Pullman. Beman's successes there led him to a similar
commission to plan the Proctor and Gamble community of Ivorydale, Ohio.

Beman went on to design major commercial projects including the Studebaker Michigan Avenue Building, later the Fine Arts Building, in Chicago, and the Pabst Building
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He was also the architect of the Mines and Mining Building and the Merchant Tailors' Building at the1893 World's Columbian Exposition in
Chicago. It was the latter design that would ultimately influence the remainder of his career, as well as his son's. S.S. Beman was one of twelve architects invited to
submit a design for Chicago's first Church of Christ, Scientist. Modeled after the Classical Revival Merchant Tailors' Building, and inspired by the tenets of Christian
Science, his design was selected. It was the first of many Christian Science buildings Beman would design in Chicago and throughout the United States.

SPENCER SOLON BEMAN (1887-1952)

Spencer Solon Beman, son of Solon Spencer Beman, was born in 1887. Spencer followed in his father's architectural footsteps. He practiced alongside Solon Beman
until his father's death in 1914. Beman's professional association with the Church of Christ, Scientist spanned forty years. He successfully solicited commissions from
branch churches, and together the Bemans designed over ninety religious buildings. Under Spencer, the style of the Christian Science church departed from his father's
strict Classicism to reflect his own Georgian and Colonial Revival leanings. Church commissions were highly sought and the younger Beman often found himself in
competition with Charles Draper Faulkner (1893-1979), who had also been in the employ of his father. Though Spencer Beman was known primarily for his Christian
Science buildings, he also designed opulent Tudor and French Revival residences in northern Illinois.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE:
The Solon S. Beman and Spencer S. Beman collection includes one scrapbook containing advertisements, photographs, and newspaper articles spanning more than
sixty-five years; three photograph albums containing photographs and photostats of the residential and religious buildings of Spencer Solon Beman; a book, Grand Central
Station, Chicago, autographed by Solon S. Beman; drawings of Solon S. Beman's United Methodist Church of Batavia, prepared by Dixon Associates for a HABS drawing
contest sponsored by the LPCI and HABS; a book containing photographs and photostats of the residential and religious buildings of Spencer Solon Beman; and
architectural reprographic prints of plans for the Kimball Residence. Also included is Spencer Solon Beman's leather portfolio case.

ORGANIZATION AND ARRANGEMENT: 
SERIES I: SCRAPBOOKS. A scrapbook containing documentation of works by both Solon Spencer Beman and Spencer Solon Beman.

SERIES II: PHOTOGRAPHS. Photographs that are focused on specific projects are listed first then followed by photograph albums which contain multiple projects.
Photograph albums are arranged in chronological order. Within each album, items are arranged thusly: images from Works of S.S. Beman, Vol. I. and Vol. III are listed as
they appear within each album [a bound Vol. II was lacking in this gift]. Loose items from the Works of S.S. Beman, Vol. 1 and Works of S.S. Beman, Vol. II are housed in
individual folders and portfolios and are listed alphabetically by project name or subject. Unless otherwise noted, all images are black and white photographs.

SERIES III: PROJECT PAPERS. Papers relating to architectural projects done by one or both Bemans. Materials are arranged alphabetically by project name and then
chronologically within those projects. Materials pertaining to multiple projects reside after the alphabetical grouping.

SERIES IV: PERSONAL EFFECTS. A leather portfolio case.

APPENDIX: BEMAN RESIDENCE LIST. An inventory of residences designed by Spencer Solon Beman, as determined from the documents in this collection, is available
separately.

CONTROLLED ACCESS POINTS:
This collection and other related materials may be found under the following headings in online catalogs:
Beman, S. S. (Solon Spencer), 1853-1914
Pullman (Ill.)--Buildings, structures, etc.--History--Sources
Pullman (Ill.)--History--Sources
Architecture--Illinois--Chicago--19th century--Sources
Architecture--Illinois--Chicago--20th century--Sources

http://digital-libraries.artic.edu/cdm/search/collection/mqc/searchterm/Beman,%20Solon,%20Collection/field/subcol/mode/all/conn/and/cosuppress/1
mailto:rbarchives@artic.edu
http://www.artic.edu/aic/libraries/rbarchives/rbarchives.html
Curator
Highlight
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: DECEMBER 2, 2020 

SUBJECT:  1077 SPRUCE STREET - DEMOLITION PERMIT (CASE NO. 20-25-LPC) 

 
INTRODUCTION  

Meeting Date December 2, 2020 

Commission Action Preliminary historical and architectural review to determine 
if a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary 
or if a demolition permit can be issued without delay. 

Property Address 1077 Spruce Street (See Attachment A – Aerial Map) 

Property Owner 1077 Spruce LLC 

Application Submitted by Foxwood Development Group 

Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed 

Public Comments as of Date of Memo None 

  

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION  

Size 0.24 acres 

Location North side of Spruce Street between Glendale Avenue and 
Rosewood Avenue 

Improvements Single-family residence with attached garage  

Zoning R-5 Single Family Residential 

Surrounding Zoning R-5 Single Family Residential 

  

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society Report 

Constructed 1941 

Additional Construction Activity 1945 - Construct 2nd floor addition to single family 
residence, 1951 - Construct open car port, 1953 - Add to a 
two-story single-family dwelling, 1985 - Build an additional 
room to a single-family residence 

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS)  The WHS research indicates the property has no historical 
significance and some architectural significance.  See 
attached report from the WHS provided in Attachment C for 
details. 

  

  

  

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY  

LPC - 1077 Spruce - Page 1

ATTACHMENT B1
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Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes 
on Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley) 

None 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and 
noise impacts in the neighborhood. 

 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact 
Study Required or (2) Demolition Without Delay. 

 
Historical Architectural Impact Study Required 
 
The Commission finds that based upon (1) the preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the LPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.  The Commission reached 
its conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria [Commission would 
note which criteria is met]: 

1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 
15.64 of the Village Code; 

2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation; 

3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic places; and 

4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit. 

 
Demolition Without Delay 
 
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village 
Code that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to 
warrant a Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may 
proceed without delay.  

 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment B:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment C:  Historical Society Research 
Attachment D:  Application Materials 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 

 

MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: NOVEMBER 13, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-25: 1077 SPRUCE STREET 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On December 7, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish 
the residence and attached garage at 1077 Spruce Street. Please return any available information 
regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the 
day on Wednesday, December 2, 2020. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email to 
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      
    
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

10-13-1941 Construct a 2 story brick veneer 
and frame single family residence 
with attached one car garage 

Dr. and Mrs. Geo Eisenberg S.S. Beman 

8-28-1945 Construct 2nd floor addition to 
single family residence 

Dr. Geo Eisenberg S.S. Beman 

8-21-1951 Construct open car port Dr. Geo Eisenberg Dr. Geo Eisenberg 

3-4-1953 Add to a 2 story single family 
dwelling 

Dr. and Mrs. Geo Eisenberg Ernst Benkert 

4-30-1985 Build an additional room to a single 
family residence 

Yukinao and Takako Mizuta Yakinao and Takako 
Mizuta 

 

ATTACHMENT B
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1077 Spruce 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
  

Address: 1077 Spruce Street 

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1941   

Construction type: Brick   

Style: Colonial 

 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

George E. and 

Ruth C. 

Eisenberg 

1941 – 1968  Winnetka Architectural 

Survey; real estate listing slip; 

WHS photo archives  

Doctor with the 

Winnetka Health 

Department 

William A. and 

Dorothy 

MacKenzie 

1968 – 1981  Winnetka Architectural 

Survey; real estate listing slip  

 

Yakinao and 

Takako 

Mizuta 

1981 – ? (not 

listed in the phone 

books) 

Winnetka Architectural 

Survey 

 

Yuko and Marc 

K. Sharpee 

1998 – 2020 1998 phone book; 2011 phone 

book; Newsbreak.com 

announcement 

Marketing manager at 

Kanematsu USA Inc. 

 

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND DESCRIPTION 

OF PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

S.S. Beman 1941; Construct a 2-story 

brick veneer and frame single 

family residence with attached 

one car garage 

Chicago Landmarks profile of 

Beman; Biographical 

Dictionary of Architects 

profile of Beman 

S.S. Beman 1945; Construct 2nd floor 

addition to single family 

residence  

Chicago Landmarks profile of 

Beman; Biographical 

Dictionary of Architects 

profile of Beman 

George Eisenberg 

(homeowner) 

1951; Construct open car port  

Ernst Benkert 1953; Add to a 2-story single 

family home 

Winnetka Talk obituary 

Yakinao and Takako Mizuta 

(homeowners) 

1985; Build an additional 

room  

 

 

ATTACHMENT C
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RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Chicago Tribune, property files, photo 

archives, historic phone books, Chicago Landmarks, Biographical Dictionary of Architects  

 

Findings: 

 

Our research indicates that this property does not have historical significance, yet does have 

some architectural significance. In particular, this property is significant as a design by Solon 

Spencer Beman, a notable Chicago-based architect. Beman is best known as the architect of the 

Pullman Company complex and the Pullman community, which is both a Chicago Landmark 

district and a National Monument.  

 

Beman also designed several historic buildings in the Chicagoland area and beyond, including 

the John W. Griffiths house in Chicago (which is listed on the National Register of Historic 

Places and is a designated Chicago landmark), Chicago’s Grand Central Station, the Kimball 

Mansion in the Prairie Avenue Historic District, the Michigan Trust Company Building in 

Michigan, and the Pabst Building in Wisconsin. In addition, Beman famously designed several 

of the buildings for the World’s Columbian Exposition of 1893.  

 

Locally, Beman was the architect of several notable North Shore buildings and homes. In 

Winnetka, Beman designed the First Church of Christ, Scientist building, as well as the homes at 

597 Oak, 607 Oak, 460 Poplar, 800 Prospect, 378 Walnut, and 614 Willow, to name a few.  

   

 

Date of Research: 11/19/2020 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  
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1998 Phone book 

 

LPC - 1077 Spruce - Page 18



2011 phone book 
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION  

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: DECEMBER 29, 2020  

SUBJECT:  500 MAPLE STREET – ALTERATIONS TO LOCAL LANDMARK 

 
INTRODUCTION 

On January 4, 2021, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) is scheduled to consider a request from 
Nan Greenough (the “Applicant”), for an advisory review of exterior alterations to the property at 500 
Maple Street (the “Subject Property”).   
 
PROPOSED PLAN 

The Applicant has provided a written narrative along with descriptions, renderings, and exterior photos 
of the Subject Property. The Applicant is proposing to replace a series of windows on the house’s façade 
that provide better insulation and maintenance. The proposed windows would be custom‐made wood 
Marvin windows with a similar frame‐type and muntin length as windows installed on a west‐side addition 
to the house in 2007. The front façade of the house, facing east, would have five second‐story windows 
replaced with six‐over‐one double‐hung windows. On the north façade, a second‐story window would 
also receive a six‐over‐one double‐hung window replacement. On the west façade, two windows on the 
attic  floor  dormer  and  a  second‐story  window  would  receive  six‐over‐one  double‐hung  window 
replacements. On the south façade, two second‐story windows and one first‐floor window would receive 
six‐over‐one double‐hung window replacements while a first‐floor eight‐over‐eight framed window would 
be replaced with an eight‐over‐one framed window. The proposed alterations would be compliant with 
the Zoning Ordinance as they do not represent any changes in window openings or fenestration. 
 
COMMISSION REVIEW  

Exterior alterations of designated landmarks are subject to an advisory review by the LPC.   The criteria to 
considering when conducting an advisory review of alterations are as follows:     
 

1. General Standards: 

a. Conformance with the Zoning Ordinance; 

b. Reasonable  effort  shall  be  made  to  use  the  building,  structure,  object  or  site  for  its 
originally  intended  purpose  or  to  provide  a  compatible  use  which  requires  minimal 
alteration, relocation or demolition; 

c. The distinguishing original qualities or  character of a building,  structure, object or  site 
should not be destroyed.  The alteration, relocation or demolition of any historic material 
or distinctive architectural feature should be avoided except when necessary to assure an 
economically viable use of the property; 
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d. Distinctive  stylistic  features  or  examples  of  skilled  craftsmanship which  characterize  a 
building, structure, object or site should usually be maintained and preserved; 

e. Deteriorated  architectural  features  should whenever  possible  be  repaired  rather  than 
replaced.    If  replacement  is  necessary,  the  new  material  should  match  as  closely  as 
practicable the material being replaced in composition, design, color, texture and other 
visual qualities.  Repair or replacement of missing architectural features, where possible, 
should be based on accurate duplications of features, substantiated by historic, physical 
or pictorial  evidence  rather  than on  conjectural  designs or  the  availability of different 
architectural elements from other buildings, structures, objects or sites; 

f. The surface cleaning of buildings, structures, objects or sites should be undertaken with 
the gentlest means possible.  Sandblasting and other cleaning methods which will damage 
the architectural or historic features and building material shall be discouraged. 

g. New buildings and structures and the alterations and relocation of existing buildings or 
structures shall not be discouraged when such work does not destroy significant historical 
or  architectural  features  and  is  compatible  with  the  size,  scale,  color,  material  and 
character of the property or neighborhood. 

h. Alterations,  relocations  and  demolitions  which  do  not  affect  any  significant  exterior 
architectural or historic features of the building, structure, object or site as viewed from 
a private street, a courtyard open to the public or a public street, place or way should 
generally be permitted; 

i. Demolition of a designated  landmark shall be discouraged  if  the building,  structure or 
property, as the case may be, is economically viable and can yield reasonable return in its 
present condition or can be made economically viable and yield reasonable return after 
completion of appropriate alteration, relocation, renovation or restoration work. 

2. Design Guidelines: 

a. Height.    The  height  of  any  proposed  alteration  should  be  compatible  with  the 
architectural style and character of the designated landmark. 

b. Proportions of Windows and Doors.   The proportions and relationships between doors 
and  windows  should  be  compatible  with  the  architectural  style  and  character  of  the 
designated landmark. 

c. Roof Shape.  The design of the roof should be compatible with the architectural style and 
character of the designated landmark.  

d. Scale.  The scale of the structure should be compatible with the architectural style and 
character of the designated landmark.   

e. Directional  Expression.    The dominant horizontal  or  vertical  expression of  the  facades 
should be compatible with the original architectural style or character of the designated 
landmark. 

f. Architectural  Details.    Materials,  textures,  colors  and  architectural  details  should  be 
compatible with the original architectural style or character of the designated landmark. 

g. Appurtenances.    Appurtenances  including,  but  not  limited  to,  signs,  fences,  accessory 
buildings or structures, permeable and impermeable surfaces should be compatible with 
the original architectural style or character of the designated landmark.  

h. Other.  In additional to the foregoing, the Commission may consider the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings.  
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FINDINGS 

The LPC shall determine whether the proposed alterations will be appropriate or not appropriate to the 
preservation of  the Subject Property.    Considering  the alterations, does  the  LPC  find  that  the Subject 
Property continues to meet the criteria for designation as a locally designated landmark? 
 
If the LPC determines that the proposed alterations are inappropriate, it shall make recommendations to 
the  Applicant  concerning  changes,  if  any,  in  the  proposed  alterations which would  cause  the  LPC  to 
reconsider its determination and shall confer with the Applicants.     
 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  Description and visuals of alterations provided by Applicant  
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Attachment A 
 

 
 

East Façade – Existing (above) and proposed (below) 
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North Façade – Existing (above) and proposed (below) 
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West Façade – Existing (above) and proposed (below) 
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South Façade – Existing (above) and proposed (below) 
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Up‐close example of existing windows on West addition, that represent window frame type of proposed window 

replacements.  
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: DECEMBER 30, 2020 

SUBJECT:  740 ARDSLEY ROAD - DEMOLITION PERMIT (CASE NO. 20-24-LPC) 

 
INTRODUCTION   

Meeting Date  January 4, 2021 

Commission Action  Preliminary historic and architectural review to determine if 
a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary or 
if a demolition permit can be issued without delay. 

Property Address  740 Ardsley Road (See Attachment A – Aerial Map) 

Property Owner  740 Ardsley Revocable Trust 

Application Submitted by  Homes by James, Inc.  

Mail Notice Sent  to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed 

Public Comments as of Date of Memo  As of  the date of  this memo,  staff has  received 22 written 
comments  from  the  public  regarding  this  application.  (See 
Attachment E – Public Correspondence) 

   

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION   

Size  1.25 acres 

Location  Southwest  corner  of  the  intersection  of  Ardsley  Road  and 
Westmoor Road 

Improvements  Single‐family  residence with attached garage and detached 
accessory structure 

Zoning  R‐2 Single Family Residential 

Surrounding Zoning  R‐2 Single Family Residential 

   

PROPERTY HISTORY  See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society Report 

Constructed  1927 

Additional Construction Activity  1936 – Alter and add to 2 ½ story and solid brick single family 
dwelling and frame service building 

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS)   The WHS research indicates that the property has historical 
and architectural significance.  See attached report from the 
WHS provided in Attachment C for details. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY  

Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes on 
Same Block (either side of the right-of-way block 
face and/or along the alley) 

727 Ardsley Road. 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

If/When the building permit for the new residence is 
approved, a determination will be made if a delay is 
necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise 
impacts in the neighborhood. 

 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact 
Study Required or (2) Demolition Without Delay. 

 
Historical Architectural Impact Study Required 
 
The Commission finds that based upon (1) the preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the LPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.  The Commission reached 
its conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria [Commission would 
note which criteria is met]: 

1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 
15.64 of the Village Code; 

2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation; 

3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic places; and 

4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit. 

 
Demolition Without Delay 
 
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village 
Code that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to 
warrant a Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may 
proceed without delay.  

 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment B:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment C:  Historical Society Research 
Attachment D:  Application Materials 
Attachment E:  Public Correspondence 
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: NOVEMBER 13, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-24: 740 ARDSLEY ROAD 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On December 7, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish 
the residence and detached accessory structure at 740 Ardsley Road. Please return any available 
information regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by 
the end of the day on Wednesday, December 2, 2020. If you have any questions please feel free to send 
an email to cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      
    
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

1-7-1927 Brick residence, garage attached Herbert Sieck (?) Ralph Stoetzel 

3-27-1936 Alter and add to a 2 ½ story and 
solid brick single family dwelling 
and frame service building.  

R.C. Wieboldt Ralph Stoetzel 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT B
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740 Ardsley  
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12/7/2020 Property Information Report

gis.hpa.state.il.us/hargis/Reports/PropertyInformationReport.aspx?refnum=160752 1/1

       1 / 1+      100%

Property Information Report 

Name / Location 
Significant Name : 

Location : 740 Ardsley Rd.

Other Name : 

City : Winnetka

CookCounty : 

PIN : 

 160752HARGIS Ref : FalseVicinity 

Address : 

National Register Evaluation 
None

National Register Information 
None 

Property Information Source 
Survey Date ( s ) 
1971-1975
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PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
 

     

Address: 740 Ardsley 

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1928   

Construction type: Brick and timber   

Style: Tudor revival  

 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Herbert Sieck 

& Mrs. Sieck 

(maiden name 

Wieboldt)  

1928 – 1951 Real estate listing slip; 

Chicago Tribune article; 

Winnetka Architectural 

Survey  

Director of Wieboldt Stores, Inc.; 

President of the Wieboldt 

Foundation; brother-in-law of R.C. 

Wieboldt 

F. Chaloner and 

Marielouise 

McNair 

1951 – 1967  Real estate listing slip; 

Winnetka Architectural 

Survey; Winnetka Talk 

obituary  

Chairman of Taylor Forge Inc., 

Taylor-Bonney Inc., Automark 

Industries, and Power Products, 

Inc.; charter member of the 

Winnetka Presbyterian Church   

James B. and 

Mary Lou 

McCahey 

1967 – 1973  Real estate listing slip; 

Winnetka Architectural 

Survey; Chicago 

Tribune articles  

President of Dunn Coal Company; 

President of the Chicago Board of 

Education; President of the Carl 

Miller Investment Company; 

Director of the New York, 

Chicago, and St. Louis railroad  

Harvey H. 

Bundy III 

1973 – 2020 Winnetka Architectural 

Survey; 2013 phone 

book; Cook County 

Assessor records 

Analyst for William Blair & Co., 

an investment banking firm  

   

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND DESCRIPTION 

OF PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Ralph E. Stoetzel 1928; Build residence Chicago Tribune articles; 

1170 Westmoor HAIS section 

on Stoetzel 

Ralph E. Stoetzel; R.C. 

Wieboldt Co. (builder) 

1936; Alter and add to 2.5 

story dwelling and frame 

service building 

Chicago Tribune obituary; 

Wikimedia Commons article 

on R.C. Wieboldt Company 

 

ATTACHMENT C
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RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Chicago Tribune, historic phone books, HAIS 

reports, property files, Google searches  

 

Findings: 

Our research indicates that this property does have historic and architectural significance. The 

original architect of the property was Ralph E. Stoetzel. Stoetzel was a renowned architect who 

designed several notable buildings on the North Shore, including the estate of E.F. Wieboldt in 

Glencoe. In Winnetka, Stoetzel designed several historic properties, including those at 667 

Sheridan and 1170 Westmoor. According to architectural historian Jean Guarino’s thorough 

report on the property at 1170 Westmoor, the Westmoor property “possesses statewide 

architectural significance as a design by Ralph E. Stoetzel, a Chicago-based architect who 

designed high quality houses and mansions throughout Chicago’s north and northwestern 

suburbs in the 1920s and 1930s and became a prolific designer of industrial and office buildings 

for large corporations after World War II.”1  

 

Stoetzel also oversaw the 1936 alterations of the property alongside R.C. Wieboldt, a prominent 

Chicago architect and builder who was involved in the construction and design of several notable 

buildings, including the Shedd Aquarium, Chicago’s Union Station, and several properties in the 

Evanston Historic District. Wieboldt was also the brother of Mrs. Sieck (Wieboldt), the original 

owner of the property.  

 

Additionally, a local architectural survey conducted in 1982 names Jens Jensen as the landscape 

architect of the property. Jensen helped establish the Forest Preserve of Cook County. He is also 

well-known in the Chicagoland area for his design work at Garfield Park, Humboldt Park (where 

he was the superintendent), and Douglas Park, amongst others.  

 

In addition to its architectural significance, this property has both regional and local historic 

significance. The original owners of the home were Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Sieck. Mr. Sieck was a 

well-known Chicago businessman who served as the director of Wieboldt Stores, Inc. and the 

president of the Wieboldt Foundation. The property has also been home to other notable 

Winnetka residents, including F. Chaloner McNair, who served as chairman of Taylor Forge 

Inc., Taylor-Bonney Inc., Automark Industries, and Power Products, Inc., and was a charter 

member of the Winnetka Presbyterian Church. Additionally, 740 Ardsley was home to James B. 

McCahey, prominent businessman and longtime president of the Chicago Board of Education, 

and Harvey H. Bundy III, a Chicago-based investment banker.  

 

Date of Research: 11/17/2020 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  

                                                 
1 Jean Guarino, “Historical and Architectural Impact Study: The F. Thomas Morris House at 1170 Westmoor Road,” 

submitted December 7, 2018, page 3. 
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Brief Music Encounter Turns Son to Design
Gavin, James M
Chicago Daily Tribune (1923-1963); Jul 13, 1962; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. C6
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James B. McCahey Elected Fair Authority Treasurer
Chicago Daily Tribune (1923-1963); Jan 27, 1962; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. B5
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JAMES McCAHEY TO GET HONORARY DEGREE ON SUNDAY
Chicago Daily Tribune (1923-1963); Jun 6, 1959; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. 5
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R. C, WIEBOLDT DIES; FOUNDED BUILDING FIRM: WORKED ON AQUARIUM, SCIENCE MUSEUM
Chicago Tribune (1963-1996); Mar 29, 1968; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. C14
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R. E. STOETZEL, AN ARCHITECT, DIES AT AGE 78
Chicago Tribune (1963-1996); Sep 17, 1970; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. S8
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Architect Ralph E. Stoetzel 
 

The F. Thomas Morris House at 1170 Westmoor Road was among the distinctive residential designs of 

architect Ralph E. Stoetzel (1892-1970).  Stoetzel was born in Chicago on April 20, 1892, the son of 

Edward and Minnie Stoetzel.  He married Rose Spencer (b. 1893) and the couple eventually had three 

children:  Ralph S., Margaret and Rose. The Stoetzel family resided in Glencoe and in 1930 their residence 

was at 245 Park Avenue. 5   Ralph was active in Glencoe civic affairs, serving at various times as President 

of the Glencoe Park Board; Trustee and Deacon of the Glencoe Union Church; and as Assistant Building 

Commissioner for the Village.   

 

Ralph E. Stoetzel began his career in 1908 as an office boy in the firm of Holabird & Roche at about $5 a 

week. Later he attended Columbia University in New York.  He worked as a draftsman for Howard Van 

Doren Shaw (1912) and the noted firm of Schmidt, Garden and Marten (1915) prior to establishing an 

independent practice in 1920.6  Stoetzel began his career as a residential architect, designing houses in a 

variety of historical styles.  Many of 

his residential designs are located in 

the north and northwestern suburbs of 

Chicago, including Glencoe, 

Wilmette, and Barrington.  Stoetzel’s 

clients included wealthy businessmen 

and industrialists, such as Elmer F. 

Wieboldt, who commissioned a 

Glencoe mansion in 1929 for the 

then-enormous sum of $200,000. The 

brick Tudor Revival style edifice, 

featuring steeply pitched gable roofs 

and decorative half timbering, was 

one of Stoetzel’s most prominent 

residential designs.   

 

Stoetzel also designed the houses at 

740 Ardsley Road (1927) and at 804 

Prospect Avenue (1925), both in 

Winnetka, in the Tudor Revival style.  The former is located next door to the Morris House at 1170 

Westmoor Road and is similar in appearance.  Stoetzel continued to receive residential commissions during 

the depth of the Great Depression, some of which were highlighted in the Chicago Tribune, including:    

 

 A massive Tudor Revival style house with brick walls painted white, half timbers painted black for 

attorney Edwin C. Austin on a site overlooking the Skokie Country Club (1934).  It was designed 

with a roof of red, black and green tiles, steel frame casement windows, and a library paneled in 

chestnut.7 

 A Colonial Revival style house with walls sheathed with wood siding and Wisconsin Lannon stone 

at the southwest corner of South Avenue and Valley Road in Glencoe.  It was designed for Forest 

                                                 
5  Ancestry.com. U.S. Federal Census for the years 1920 and 1930.  
6  “Questionnaire for Architects’ Roster and/or Register of Architects Qualified for Federal Public Works,” May 22, 1946. 
7  “Attorney’s Home Overlooking the Skokie Country Club,” Chicago Tribune (Nov. 18, 1934).  

The Elmer E. Wieboldt House in Glencoe (1929), designed by Ralph E. Stoetzel. 

Source: https://cathykozlarek.wordpress.com/2015/02/22/tudor-style-home-by-

ralph-e-stoetzel/ 
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D. Siefkin, attorney for International Harvester Company, and featured a library with chestnut 

paneled walls and an attached garage (1934).8    

 A Colonial Revival style house with brick walls painted white and attached garage at 9th and 

Elmwood streets in Wilmette for Harold B. Myers of International Harvester (1937).9 

Stoetzel also designed several Colonial Revival style houses in Wilmette’s Indian Hills Subdivision, two of 

which were for partners in same law firm:  Henry Drucker (1125 Mohawk Road, 1928) and Ernest 

Reichmann (1015 Romona Road, 1928).  Also on Romola Road within this subdivision was a sprawling 

red brick house with two-story pedimented portico that Stoetzel designed for A.E. Beirnes, president of the 

Standard Rate and Data Company (1931).10  Stoetzel later designed a residence at 667 Sheridan Road in 

Winnetak (1955; razed).   

 

Stoetzel served as Chief Engineer for the War 

Production Board, Region 6, from 1943-44.  After the 

war, he practiced in partnership with his son, Ralph S. 

Stoetzel.  In 1946, the partnership completed a 

questionnaire to qualify for Federal Public Works 

projects that listed several large representative projects, 

including the Town of Wheelwright in Kentucky for 

the Inland Steel Company as client ($5 million).    

 

Starting in the 1950s, Stoetzel became active in the 

design of industrial buildings and accompanying office 

buildings throughout Illinois and elsewhere, such as the 

Esquire-Coronet office building in Boulder, Colorado 

(1951).  Most of these buildings were modernistic in 

style, with smooth wall planes and horizontal strips of 

windows, including those designed for the DuPont 

Company at Cicero and Tuohy avenues in Chicago 

(1954) and the Sanford Ink Company in suburban Bellwood (1948).  Others had glassy walls, such as the 

office building designed for the Nabisco Company in Harvey, Illinois (1963).  Stoetzel’s high-profile 

commissions included offices for the Playboy Company on Chicago’s North Michigan Avenue in Chicago 

(1957) and office/factory buildings for Inland Steel in East Chicago, Indiana (1954).  (See Attachment G 

for photos of the buildings discussed in this paragraph.) 

 

Stoetzel’s design for the Charles Pfizer & Company Building at 6460 Cortland Street in Chicago was 

among the winners of honor awards presented in 1957 by the Chicago Association of Commerce and the 

Chicago Chapter of the American Institute of Architects.  Other post-World War II works by Stoetzel 

included a three-story office building at 7515 Lincoln Avenue in Skokie that encompassed 100,000 square 

feet and was built at a cost of $1.5 million (1954; razed) and a $200,000 distribution center for the Filko 

                                                 
8  “Early American House for North Shore,” Chicago Tribune (May 6, 1934). 
9  “Built in Wilmette,” Chicago Tribune (March 28, 1937). 
10  Connie Casey, “A Guide to Historic Indian Hill Estates, Wilmette, Illinois (Wilmette Historical Museum, 2006); 

“Attorney to Build,” Chicago Tribune (June 21, 1928); “On Indian Hill Estates,” Chicago Tribune (June 28, 1931). 

Ralph E. Stoetzel, designer of the Morris House at 1170 

Westmoor Rd. (left) with his son and partner, Ralph S. 

Stoetzel, ca. 1960. 
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Ignition Division of F. & B. Manufacturing Company at 

Northwest Highway and Austin Avenue in Chicago (1963).11   

 

Stoezel’s office buildings for the Johnson & Johnson 

Company (1961) and the Personal Products Corporation 

(1962), both in Wilmington, Illinois, featured the Colonial 

Revival style.  The latter received a Factory magazine award 

for one of the 10 best designed plants in the United States.12  

This stylistic choice was in keeping with remarks he made to 

a reporter in 1958, who stated:  “Stoetzel made it clear he has 

no quarrel with any particular style and said each contributes 

something valuable to architecture. He believes the “all-

window” look has reached the peak of its popularity and will 

be gradually replaced by more decorative design.”13   

 

Starting in the mid-1930s, Stoetzel hired the renowned 

architectural photography firm of Hedrich Blesssing to 

photograph many of his works.  The Ralph E. Stoetzel Series 

of the Hedrich Blessing Photo Collection, on file the Chicago 

History Museum, includes dozens of images dating from 

1936 through the 1960s, which mainly focus on his industrial 

and office building designs.  However, some of the photos 

feature his residential works.  No photos of the 1926 Morris 

House at 1170 Westmoor Road are included in this 

collection.  

 

Stoetzel maintained offices at various addresses over the years, which included 431 South Dearborn Street 

(1920-26); 612 N. Michigan Avenue (1926-34); 185 N. Wabash Avenue (1946); and 100 W Monroe Street 

(1958).  His work was well regarded among the architectural profession and was reviewed in architectural 

journals, such as House and Garden, Architectural Forum, and Architectural Record, and also regularly 

highlighted in the Chicago Tribune and suburban newspapers.  Stoetzel’s death in 1970 followed a 

successful career that spanned half a century.   

          

  

                                                 
11  “Plant Building Ideas Foster Future Homes,” Chicago Tribune (April 15, 1957); “Skokie Office Building Plans are 

Announced,” Chicago Tribune (July 4, 1954); Chicago Tribune (July 19, 1963). 
12  James M. Gavin, “Brief Music Encounter Turns Son to Design,” Chicago Tribune (July 13, 1962).  
13  Ernest Fuller, “Architect’s Field Never So Varied—Stoetzel,” Chicago Tribune (Sept. 21, 1958).  

Esquire-Coronet Building in Boulder, Colorado, 

designed by Ralph E. Stoetzel (1951).  
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WIEBOLDT STOCK GIFTS REPORTED IN SEC SUMMARY: OTHER STORE SHARES FIGURE IN HOLDING SHIFTS.
Chicago Daily Tribune (1923-1963); Nov 20, 1942; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. 32
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William A. Wieboldts Mark Golden Wedding Anniversary
Chicago Daily Tribune (1923-1963); Mar 26, 1933; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. SC3
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Village of Winnetka 
DEMOLITION APPLICATION 

 

Page 3 of 4 
 

V I L L A G E O F W I N N E T K A, I L L I N O I S 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

 
DEMOLITION APPLICATION 

Permit No.___ __   _______________ 

Property Information 

Site Address:  _________________________________________________________________                    _____ 

Parcel Identification Number(s) (PIN):______________________________________________________________ 

Description of all structures to be demolished:______________________________________________________ 

Current Property Owner Information    Applicant Information 

Legal Name: __________________________________               Legal Name:_____________________________ 

_____________________________________________               ________________________________________ 

Primary Contact:_______________________________              Primary Contact:__________________________ 

Address:______________________________________              Address:

City, State, Zip: ________________________________              City, State, Zip:___________________________ 

___________               Phone No.________________________________ 

_______             Emai

Date owner acquired property:____________________              
 
Applicant’s relationship to current property owner:________________________________________________ 
(If contract purchaser, attach copy of executed purchase agreement) 

Contractor Information (If known, otherwise indicate “not known”) 

Legal Name:____________________________________ 

Address:

City, State, ZIP:__________________________________ 

Phone No.______________________________________ 

Email:

  

  05-17-312-070-0000
  residential home and frame tool house

740 Ardsley Revocable Trust
  

Homes By James, Inc.
Sheri E. Warsh Jim Malapanes

400 Skokie Blvd, Suite 800
Northbrook, IL 60062 Arlington Heights, IL 60004

(847) 414-5716

Homes By James, Inc.

Arlington Heights, IL 60004

(847) 414-5716

740 Ardsley Rd, Winnetka, IL 60093

ATTACHMENT D

LPC - 740 Ardsley - Page 37

Margaret Malapanes
09-17-2020

Margaret Malapanes
General Contractor

AKlaassen
Text Box

AKlaassen
Text Box
20-24-LPC



Village of Winnetka 
DEMOLITION APPLICATION 

 

Page 4 of 4 
 

Property Maintenance Requirements 
During processing of the demolition permit, it is important that the owner and contractor maintain the property 
in accordance with the Village Property Maintenance Code to avoid generation of nuisances.  Accordingly, the 
following minimum requirements shall be adhered to: 

� Grass shall be mowed and maintained at a height not to exceed 8 inches. 

� Garbage, yard waste, miscellaneous rubbish, mail, and debris shall be removed from the property and 
not allowed to accumulate. 

� Building(s) shall be secured (doors and windows in working order, closed and locked). 

� No demolition or removal of building components may commence until the demolition permit has been 
issued.  Commencement of demolition prior to issuance of permit will result in a Stop Work Order and 
double permit fees for all subsequent permits 

� Approved tree fencing protections must be installed as directed by Village Forester prior to 
commencement of demolition.  Lack of tree fencing will result in Stop Work Order and fines. 

 

_____ (I/We) hereby agree to demolish the above structure or portion thereof, in accordance with the 
information submitted herewith and in strict compliance with all provisions of the Building Code and other 
related ordinances and regulations of the Village of Winnetka, and ______ (I/We) hereby consent to inspection of 
the work during demolition and to the responsibility of maintaining the subject site and adjacent public and 
private properties in a good, safe and clean condition. 
 

Applicant Signature: _______________________________   Date:______________________ 

Printed Name:  _______________________________ 

Owner Signature: _______________________________   Date:_____________________        

Printed Name:  _______________________________ 
 
Acknowledgement of Owner and Applicant Property Maintenance Responsibilities 

I hereby acknowledge that in submitting the attached application for demolition, the subject property is and will 
continue to be maintained in accordance to all requirements of the Winnetka Village Code, including but not 
limited to the following specific standards: 

� Grass is, and shall be, mowed and maintained at a height not to exceed 8 inches; 

� Garbage, yard waste, miscellaneous rubbish, and debris have been removed from the property and will 
not be allowed to accumulate; 

� Building(s) shall be secured (doors and windows in working order, closed and locked).  

Applicant Signature: ______________________________   Date:_____________________ 

Printed Name:  ______________________________  

Owner Signature: ______________________________   Date:_____________________ 

Printed Name:  ______________________________ 

■

■

■

■

■

We

  We

James W. Malapanes, Jr.

Sheri E. Warsh

James W. Malapanes, Jr.

Sheri E. Warsh
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PROPOSED	DEMOLITION	AND	CONSTRUCTION	SCHEDULE	
740	Ardsley	Rd,	Winnetka,	IL	60093	

Months	1,2,3	–	MARCH,	APRIL,	MAY	2021	
• Interior	deconstruction	and	demolition	is	completed	

Months	4,5,6	–	JUNE,	JULY,	AUGUST	2021	
• Excavation	
• Concrete	footings	and	walls	
• Backfill	foundation	
• Set	structural	steel	
• Rough	framing	deck	
• Sewer	and	water	

Months	7,8,9,10	–	SEPTEMBER,	OCTOBER,	NOVEMBER,	DECEMBER	2021	
• Complete	rough	framing	
• Overhangs	
• Roofing	
• Plumbing	rough	
• HVAC	
• Electrical	rough	
• Complete	sewer	and	water	
• Install	utilities	(gas	&	electric)	
• Masonry	

Months	11,12,13	–	JANUARY,	FEBRUARY,	MARCH	2022	
• Complete	plumbing,	electrical	rough,	HVAC	
• Low-voltage	wiring,	alarm		
• Complete	roof		
• Stucco	
• Insulation	
• Complete	masonry	
• Pool	construction	begins	
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	 2	

	

Months	14,15,16	–	APRIL,	MAY,	JUNE	2022	
• Complete	insulation	
• Drywall	installed	and	primed	
• Complete	stucco	
• Gutters	and	downspouts	installed	
• Continue	Pool	construction	
• Exterior	hardscape	begins	

Months	17,18,19	–	JULY,	AUGUST,	SEPTEMBER	2022	
• Complete	pool	construction	
• Complete	hardscape	
• Landscaping	
• Install	wood	floors	and	tile	
• Cabinetry	and	millwork	installation	

Months	20,21,22	–	OCTOBER,	NOVEMBER,	DECEMBER	2022	
• Complete	cabinetry	and	millwork	installation	
• Install	countertops	
• Painting	
• Complete	landscaping	

Months	23,24	–	JANUARY,	FEBRUARY	2022	
• Complete	painting	
• Install	hardware	
• Install	bath	accessories	and	mirrors	
• Install	closet	shelving	
• Complete	audio	visual	
• Install	light	fixtures	
• Install	plumbing	fixtures	
• Epoxy	coat	garage	floor	
• Security	System	installed	
• Final	inspection	
• Window	and	house	cleaning	
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December 1, 2020 
 
To: the members of the Landmark Preservation Commission 

  

We are writing to voice our strong opposition to the potential demolition of the 
beautiful and historic property at 740 Ardsley Road.  This home was designed by Ralph 
Stoetzel who designed many historic gems in this time period.  In addition, the 
landscaping was designed by renowned landscape architect, Jens Jensen. (He designed 
many projects for Henry Ford, collaborated with many famous architects like Frank 
Lloyd Wright and Louis Sullivan, and helped create the Forest Preserve District of Cook 
County.)  The home at 740 Ardsley is a beautiful entryway to Ardsley Road.  Through our 
decade plus on this street, many guests have commented on it.  
 
We live at  which was, like 740 Ardsley, built around 1928.  Our home 
was lovingly restored and preserved.  We can’t imagine a house like ours or like 740 
Ardsley being torn down.   
  

The Bundys priced their lovely home with room for the buyer to renovate the property. 
That is exactly what the buyers indicated they were going to do when they bought the 
house before it became an open listing.  We have to wonder what changed so quickly.   
   

We believe they or another buyer to whom they now sell should renovate and 
preserve.   
  

The character of our village is greatly at risk if this is the fate of homes like 740 Ardsley.   
 

Terri and Joe Long 

  
 

 
 

ATTACHMENT E
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Christopher Marx

From: Robert Apatoff 
Sent: Thursday, December 3, 2020 12:21 AM
To: Planning
Subject: 740 Ardsley Road

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 

Dear Landmark Preservation Commission, 
  

We are writing to voice our grave concerns upon receiving your letter about the potential demolition 
of a historically significant property at 740 Ardsley Road.  We have lived next door to this beautiful 
property for 20 years and it is the entrance to the Ardsley‐Pelham neighborhood which is filled with 
historic properties that have been preserved and renovated with excellent results.   
  

When the Bundys put the house on the market, we looked at buying the house because we felt so 
strongly, as the Bundys did, that this beautiful house be preserved.  They priced it to leave room for 
someone to come in and renovate the property.  You don’t buy a home like this thinking that it is 
going to be the easiest road. You buy it because you love the home and want to preserve and 
enhance it. 
 

 However, the current owners bought the house before it became an open listing, and they told the 
Bundys through their agent that it was their intention to save the property.  They would make the 
necessary renovations including rebuilding the garage structure, as well as adding a pool and pool 
house to the property.  
 

Both of the sister homes directly to the east and west of 740 have been saved and preserved.  None 
of these homes were easy renovations.  The home at 740 is the most remarkable of these three 
homes and now is at risk of being torn down. It is also the entry to our neighborhood and has been 
acclaimed for the character and charm it brings to Winnetka. Year after year, when Winnetka 
residents respond to caucus surveys, one of their top concerns is that we need to preserve the 
character of the Village.   
  

Although an architect or builder might tell the owners it would be easier and cheaper to rip down this 
historic property, several historic landmark homes in our neighborhood could have faced a similar 
fate but were saved and beautifully preserved.  (735 Ardsley and 1170 Westmoor that flank the 740 
Ardsley property , as well as the homes at 1122 Pelham (former AC Nielsen home), 720 Ardsley and 
700 Ardsley, have also been beautifully restored and preserved.  Each one of these homeowners 
could have taken an easier path prescribed by an outside “expert” but chose to preserve the beauty 
and character of the homes and of Winnetka. 
 

This home is special.  It is a clear example of what the Landmark Preservation Commission is trying to 
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preserve.  While we know this is a difficult time and decision for all, we are hoping that they follow 
their initial intention and move forward on a path of renovation.  If not, we are hopeful that just like 
the brief owners of the historic house just west of 740 Ardsley, (1170 Westmoor) they realize the 
importance of this home to their neighbors and the community and sell the property to someone who 
would like to renovate this masterpiece.    
  
Respectfully, 
  

Vicki and Rob Apatoff 
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Christopher Marx

From: Emily Schnaper 
Sent: Wednesday, December 2, 2020 6:51 PM
To: Planning
Subject: Letter re: Case No 20-24-LPC, 740 Ardsley Rd
Attachments: Letter Re 740 Ardsley .pages

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 
Hello‐  
 
Attached is a letter for Mondays meeting re: the demolition of 740 Ardsley Rd.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Emily Schnaper  
 
 
December 2, 2020 
 
Village of Winnetka 
Landmark Preservation Commission 
510 Green Bat Road   
Winnetka, IL 60093 
 
Dear Landmark Preservation Commission,  
 
We are writing to voice our concerns about the demolition of the CASE NO. 20-24-LPC, 740 Ardsley Road. We have owned our property on for two years,. 
We were drawn to this street and neighborhood because of the charm, and beautiful preservation of several historical homes. The line of sister homes, which 
includes 740 Ardsley, is clearly a historically significant stretch of homes that demonstrate the charm and character that should remain in this neighborhood. If 
houses like this can’t be protected, Winnetka is at risk for a continued  pattern of demolition of similar large significant homes, and the character of the town is at 
risk.  

We demolished and built our home on Ardsley Road, but only did so because we found a property that did not hold historical significance, and we were confident 
we could build a home that modeled the charm of the street. We were also open and honest with the sellers and neighbors about our intentions to ensure all 
parties involved were comfortable with the plans. This has not been the case here- the buyers were not honest with the sellers or neighbors about their intentions. 
This is of concern when considering the two plus year build plan. We hope this meeting will result in a reconsideration of the current plan to a renovation vs 
demolition.  

Sincerely yours, 

Emily and Owen Schnaper 
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Dear Landmark Preservation Commission,
 
We write to express our concern of the demolition of the historic property 
at 740 Ardsley Road. We have lived next door to this beautiful home for 
one and a half years and part of why we fell in love with our home was 
the fact that it was surrounded by other historical properties. 

We purchased our home in February 2019 from a builder who had bought 
it in August 2018. His intent was to demolish the home but the neighbors 
and village were opposing him on the matter, which is why he sold it to us 
only a few months later. We have spent the last year and half restoring 
our home in an effort to preserve the character of our street. Our home 
and 740 Ardsley were both built around the same time.

When the Bundys put the house on the market, they priced it so a buyer 
would have room to renovate the property. The buyers indicated that was 
their intention when they purchased the property prior to the home 
becoming an open listing. 

We have spoken with the current owner who informed us that their 
architect advised it would be cheaper to demolish this historic property. 
We stepped in to save  and we hope the current owner 
continues down the path of renovation or finds another buyer whose 
intent is to preserve the historical integrity of our neighborhood.  

Cindy and Steven Mardigian
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Christopher Marx

From: Sandy Welch 
Sent: Thursday, December 3, 2020 11:01 AM
To: Planning
Subject: 740 Ardsley Rd, Winnetka, IL

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I was shocked and saddened to hear that someone is proposing tearing down the beautiful, significant 
home at 740 Ardsley Rd in Winnetka.  We lived in 735 Ardsley Rd (directly across the street) for 16 years 
until we sold it in September, 2020.  We would have never sold our home to someone who was wanting to 
tear it down, and I know for a fact that the sellers of 740 were assured by the buyers that they were not 
going to tear it down.  I find it to be "false advertising" on the buyer's part to lead the sellers and the 
whole neighborhood to believe that they wouldn't. 
 
We are ruining the character of Winnetka by tearing down these lovely older homes and it needs to 
STOP!!!  We don't need every home looking the same or being from the same era.  I'm sure if the buyers 
have enough money to tear down and build a new one, they have enough money to beautifully renovate 
this home and get what they want out of it as has been done on many other homes on Ardsley/Pelham. 
 
PLEASE do not let them tear it down.  ENOUGH IS ENOUGH.   
 
Thank you, 
 

Sandy Welch 
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Christopher Marx

From: Greg Welch 
Sent: Thursday, December 3, 2020 12:14 PM
To: Planning
Subject: 740 Ardsley Rd, Winnetka, IL

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 
Dear planning committee, 
This week I was shocked to learn that the new owners of 740 Ardsley have filed a petition to demolition the home that 
they just purchased. 
 
I wanted to offer my heartfelt concern over this possibility – acknowledging that it would be an absolute tragedy to see 
such a beautiful and historic home taken down. 
Of course the village has seen similar cases whereby purchasers overtly mislead everyone involved and we have got to 
make this stop.  It is my sincere hope that you will not allow this to continue – especially since they assured people that 
this was not their intention during the purchase process. 
 
My wife and I have been Winnetka residents for 25 years and for many years, we lived across the street from this 
wonderful home.  Please stand strong.  We cannot let people like this ruin our community. 
 
Thank you.  
 
Greg Welch  
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Christopher Marx

From: Sarah Tegel 
Sent: Thursday, December 3, 2020 6:08 PM
To: Planning
Cc: Sam Tegel
Subject: Comment for Dec. 7 Preservation Commission meeting re: Case No. 20-24-LPC (740 Ardsley Rd)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 

Please see our comment below pertaining to the Dec. 7 meeting: 
 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to comment on Case No. 20-24-LPC regarding the property at 740 Ardsley 
Road. As residents of  we have a vested interest in preserving the Tudor home at 740 for historic 
and aesthetic reasons.  
 
The property and its neighbor 735 Ardsley Road have beautifully marked the north entrance to our street for 
decades, and along with the unique magic of the road in its entirety was a prime factor in our choice to move 
here from elsewhere in Hubbard Woods four years ago. 
 
Winnetka residents and home buyers have historically demonstrated consistent support of worthy aging 
properties and related preservation work. To our dismay, in the last few months our immediate neighborhood 
has lost historic and elegant 1153 Pine St., 630 Rosewood and 710 Walden to teardown projects, the latter for 
what appears to be a pool and not even a residence.  
 
As we understand it, our Ardsley/Pelham HOA was informed after the sale of 740 that its buyers intended to 
update the property and would be moving in thereafter. Receiving the preservation commission letter regarding 
the demolition request just after this news was a surprise and a disappointment. 
 
We respectfully oppose the demolition of 740 Ardsley Road. 
 
Sam and Sarah Tegel 
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Robert and Sandra Berger 

 
Winnetka, IL  60093 

(847) 772-760 mobile 
Email:    

 
December 4, 2020 
 
To:  Members of the Landmark Preservation Commission 
 

Re:  740 Ardsley Road – Demolition Permit (Case No. 20-24-LPC) 
 
 
We first want to thank you for your hard work and dedication to preserving 
historical and architectural properties in our beautiful Village. 
 
We strongly believe that a Historical Architectural Impact Study should be 
required as opposed to a Demolition Without Delay Permit.  We are in full 
agreement with the recommendation made by the Winnetka Historical Society 
that the home at 740 Ardsley Road has both historic and architectural 
significance.   
 
This home was built by Ralph Stoetzel, a renowned architect who designed high 
quality homes and mansions on the North Shore. Ralph Stoetzel was also 
involved in the construction and design of the Shedd Aquarium, Union Station 
and other notable buildings.   
 
The landscaping architect, Jens Jensen was well respected and known 
throughout the Chicagoland area.  Jensen helped establish the Forest Preserve 
of Cook County and is recognized for his beautiful design work at Garfield Park, 
Humboldt Park and Douglas Park among many other notable projects. 
 
We also respect the property rights of the owner.  However, this property was 
sold to them based on the understanding that the property would be renovated 
not demolished.  We feel every effort possible should be made to encourage 
renovation and not destruction of this beautiful home. 
 

Thank you for your consideration,  
 
 Robert and Sandra Berger 
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Christopher Marx

From: Anne Wilder 
Sent: Saturday, December 5, 2020 6:41 PM
To: Planning
Cc: Robert Bahan
Subject: 740 Ardsley Road

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 
December 5, 2020 
 
To: Members of the Landmark Preservation Committee 
 
I am writing to express my strong opposition to the demolition of the house at 740 Ardsley Rd.  It is an historic, 
architecturally important house and is one of Ardsley Road’s, as well as Winnetka’s, most spectacular and quintessential 
houses.  It would be a real loss to the neighborhood and Village if this house is torn down. 
 
I do not live in the neighborhood, but my husband and I walk on Ardsley Road almost every day.  It is one of the most 
special areas of Winnetka, filled with substantial, historic homes and is becoming a rare neighborhood with its important 
mature trees that support an abundance of nature. The majority of homes have been renovated and restored, and as a 
result, the charm, character and environmental importance of the area has been maintained.  Losing 740 Ardsley will 
jeopardize all three of these important neighborhood aspects. 
 
I am not against teardowns.  I live in a teardown area and my home is a replacement home.  However, most of the houses 
torn down on my block were insignificant, poorly constructed homes or were in extreme dilapidated condition, not at all 
like 740 Ardsley.  And even in my neighborhood, two significant and historic homes on the block have been restored and 
renovated. 
 
I strongly hope the new owners will reconsider their decision to demolish 740 Ardsley and instead, renovate and restore it. 
They simply will never be able to replace the workmanship, materials, character and charm of the current house and yard. 
And they will disrupt the neighborhood’s special character which all of their neighbors have worked so hard to maintain 
and no doubt is why their neighbors chose to live there. 
 
I urge that the Landmark Preservation Committee do whatever it can to ensure that 740 Ardsley Road is preserved. 
 
Sincerely, 
Anne Wilder 
Winnetka, IL  60093 
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Christopher Marx

From: r
Sent: Monday, December 7, 2020 8:33 AM
To: Planning
Subject: LPC meeting 12-7-2020 - Public Comment

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 
Please accept revised letter below for public comment at tonight’s LPC meeting. Jane was to be included. Thank you. 
 
Bob Dearborn 
 

From:    
Sent: Sunday, December 6, 2020 5:27 PM 
To: planning@winnetka.org 
Subject: LPC meeting 12‐7‐2020 ‐ Public Comment 
 
Dear Members of the Landmark Preservation Commission: 
 
At your 12/7/20 meeting you will be reviewing the demolition application for 740 Ardsley Road. We are writing as a 
concerned residents of Winnetka and want to strongly advocate that you require a Historical and Architectural Impact 
Study (HAIS) for this property prior to voting on the application. This home is magnificent and is central to the 
architectural significance and beauty of this particular neighborhood, and to Winnetka generally. The house is nearly 100 
years old and has architectural elements that simply cannot be replicated today. Properties such this one can absolutely 
be renovated and brought to today’s standards without demolition. In fact, there have been other properties in this 
neighborhood that have been meticulously updated, thus preserving the unique character of the surrounding area. We 
would hope that the owners of 740 Ardsley would investigate all possible ways to renovate this home in order to 
maintain this important part of Winnetka’s character. 
 
In sum, this property deserves the HAIS study, which will no doubt confirm its architectural and historic importance to 
the village. In the meantime, the owners and their neighbors can meet to constructively discuss how to avoid the 
permanent removal of this important and wonderful house. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Jane and Bob Dearborn 
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Christopher Marx

From: Dcshoya 
Sent: Monday, December 7, 2020 4:19 PM
To: Planning
Subject: 12/7 LPC Meeting re: 740 Ardsley Road

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 
Dear Landmark Preservation Committee:  
 
We are writing today to oppose the potential demolition of 740 Ardsley Road.  This property is a gem that should be 
restored to its original grandeur.  We have owned and resided at  since 2008.  We took an home 
originally built in 1937 (and with respect to the previous owner) restored and modernized a masterpiece. , the 
original A.C. Nielsen home, is very similar to 740 Ardsley in its grandeur and architectural style.  I couldn't imagine our 
neighborhood losing such an important piece of our history.  This is happening far too often in the Village. 
 
We would urge the new owners to reconsider destroying this home and reverse course and restore the home.  I can attest 
that a project like this is quite rewarding to owners and all residents of the Village. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David and Whitney Sinclair 
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Christopher Marx

From: Mary Tritley <
Sent: Friday, December 18, 2020 2:01 PM
To: Planning
Subject: 740 Ardsley Road – Demolition Permit (Case No. 20-24-LPC) 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 

December 18, 2020  

To: Members of the Landmark Preservation Commission 

Thank you for your hard work and dedication to preserving the older homes and character of our 
beautiful village.   

We are writing to oppose the demolition of the home located at 740 Ardsley Road.  It is clearly a 
beautiful and historic home.  We have been saddened by the loss of many of these homes in our 
village over the last decade or so.   

We live is a home that is over 100 years old, so we understand the demands and challenges of 
renovating and maintaining a historic home.  However, we believe older homes have character (and 
often quality) that no current builder could recreate. Our village needs to continue to protect and 
preserve these homes whenever possible.  While we have not been inside the home at 740 Ardsley, 
it is our understanding that it is in good condition and could be made great by some renovations.  We 
have seen too many historic homes torn down and replaced with stone monstrosities.  Please do all 
you can to not let this happen again.  

Thank you for your consideration,  

Mary and Matt Tritley 
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Ann Klaassen

From: John Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, December 16, 2020 10:21 AM
To: Planning
Subject: Preserving the house at 740 Ardsley

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 

Dear Landmark Preservation commission,  
 

I live on   so am no stranger to having historic homes torn down, diminishing the 
character of our block and and that of the village of Winnetka as a whole. 
 

We are writing to voice our strong objection to the current plan of demolishing the 
beautiful, significant, historic property at 740 Ardsley Road in Winnetka. 

  

We have lived in the neighborhood for 28 years and have had the joy of passing by this 
beautifully built and landscaped home for all that time. The home at 740 Ardsley along 
with its neighbor across the street at 735 Ardsley reflect the iconic look and character of 
Winnetka that can only come from historic homes such as these.  

  

We understand that the buyers bought the home before it was on the market with the 
stated intention that they would renovate the historic property. Given that the buyers have 
had a change of heart, be it due to economic or aesthetic reasons – we hope that the 
home, and our neighborhood and village, not be subjected to this change.  

  

We believe that the buyers should either continue with the renovation as originally 
planned, or place the home on the market so another family could preserve this treasured 
home and property. 

  

Sincerely, 
 

John and Katie Palmer  
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Ann Klaassen

From: Arthur Nielsen 
Sent: Wednesday, December 16, 2020 8:09 AM
To: Planning
Subject: 740 Ardsley Road – Demolition Permit (Case No. 20-24-LPC)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 
 
 

To: Members of the Landmark Preservation Commission 
Re: 740 Ardsley Road – Demolition Permit (Case No. 20-24-LPC) 

We have lived in Winnetka for most of our adult lives, and now live in a home, built in 1925 and 
similar to the one that is about to be demolished in our neighborhood.  Obviously we care about the 
continuity of beautiful homes in Winnetka and thank you for your work on our behalf. 

We strongly believe that a Historical Architectural Impact Study should be required as opposed to a 
Demolition Without Delay Permit. We are in full agreement with the recommendation made by the 
Winnetka Historical Society that the home at 740 Ardsley Road has both historic and architectural 
significance. 

This home was built by Ralph Stoetzel, a renowned architect who designed high quality homes and 
mansions on the North Shore. Ralph Stoetzel was also involved in the construction and design of the 
Shedd Aquarium, Union Station and other notable buildings. 

The landscaping architect, Jens Jensen was well respected and known throughout the Chicagoland 
area. Jensen helped establish the Forest Preserve of Cook County and is recognized for his beautiful 
design work at Garfield Park, Humboldt Park and Douglas Park among many other notable projects. 

We also respect the property rights of the owner. However, this property was sold to them based on 
the understanding that the property would be renovated not demolished. We feel every effort possible 
should be made to encourage renovation and not destruction of this beautiful home. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Arthur and Sheila Nielsen 
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Christopher Marx

From: Lisa Cochrane 
Sent: Tuesday, December 22, 2020 2:00 AM
To: Planning
Subject: 740 Ardsley Road

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 

December 22, 2020 

To: Members of the Landmark Preservation Commission 
Re: 740 Ardsley Road – Demolition Permit (Case No. 20-24-LPC) 

First, thank you for your hard work and dedication to preserving historical and architectural properties 
in our beautiful village. We have lived in Winnetka since 1989 (and Evanston before that), and greatly 
appreciate the diversity and beauty of its many historical homes. In fact, we restored and continue to 
maintain our Winnetka home, which was built in 1920. 

We are in agreement with the recommendation made by the Winnetka Historical Society that the 
home at 740 Ardsley Road has both historic and architectural significance and should not be 
destroyed. A Historical Architectural Impact Study should be required. We oppose a 
demolition permit.  

This home was built by Ralph Stoetzel, a renowned architect who designed high quality homes and 
mansions on the North Shore. Ralph Stoetzel was also involved in the construction and design of the 
Shedd Aquarium, Union Station and other notable buildings. 

The landscape architect, Jens Jensen was well respected and known throughout the Chicagoland 
area. Jensen helped establish the Forest Preserve of Cook County and is recognized for his work at 
Garfield Park, Humboldt Park and Douglas Park among many other notable projects. 

We understand the 740 Ardsley Road property was recently sold based on the understanding the 
property would be renovated -- not demolished. We feel every effort possible should be made to 
encourage renovation and not destruction of this historical Winnetka home. 

 

Sincerely, 

Cary and Lisa Cochrane 

 

Winnetka 
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Phone:     E-Mail:  

Blakely Bundy  
 - Winnetka, IL 60093 

 
December 21, 2020 
 
Members of the Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Village Hall 
510 Green Bay Road 
Winnetka, IL 60093 
 
Dear Members, 
 
First of all, Harvey and I want to thank you for your careful review of the plans to tear 
down 740 Ardsley Road, the house we lived in for 47 years, from 1973-2020.  It is a 
wonderful house and we hope that you will vote to preserve it.  We happily raised our 
four children in it, making use of the wonderfully large back yard and two-level 
basement playroom, where numerous children’s playgroups as well as Brownie, Cub 
Scout, and Girl Scout meetings were held over the years. 
 
We read with interest the many news clips about the historic events that were 
connected to the house.  I wanted to make you aware of one more historically 
significant connection.  In 1989, I became Executive Director of the newly formed 
Winnetka Alliance for Early Childhood, founded by then-superintendent Don Monroe 
and several prominent preschool directors in Winnetka.  As our budget was small at the 
time, I volunteered to house the Alliance’s office on the 3rd floor of my house, where 
there was plenty of room. For the 25 years that I was the Alliance’s Executive Director, 
numerous Alliance meetings – including new board member orientation, executive 
committee meetings, assembling the annual fund mailing, talks between District 36 
administrators and preschool directors, and distribution of TV Tune Out materials – 
were held at 740 Ardsley. Anyone who was part of the Alliance for those 25 years has, 
at some point, attended a meeting at 740. I do think the connection to the Alliance 
should be considered in the history of 740 Ardsley Road. 
 
Again, thank you for your consideration.  Harvey and I will be following your 
deliberations carefully and hope for a positive outcome, so another family with young 
children can enjoy living at 740 Ardsley Road for many years to come. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Blakely Bundy 
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Christopher Marx

From: Lyman, Thomas 
Sent: Wednesday, December 23, 2020 7:45 AM
To: Planning
Cc:
Subject: Revised letter: 740 Ardsley Road, Winnetka

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 
Members of the Landmark Preservation Commission 
Village of Winnetka 
510 Green Bay Road 
Winnetka, IL 60093 
 
Dear Members,  
 
My wife, Suzy and I are writing to urge the Commission to deny demolition permit 20‐24‐LPC for the home located at 
740 Ardsley Road in Winnetka.  My wife has been a resident of Winnetka since 1960. My family moved to Winnetka in 
1971 and after residing for a time in Wilmette, I then moved back to Winnetka. We both take great pride and enjoy the 
charming character and beauty of our Village as well as the homes here.  
 
We understand this home has significant historical and architectural relevance from the Winnetka Historical Society. We 
further understand the home was sold to the new owners on the basis that the home would be renovated and not 
demolished. Given the significance of this home, to the neighborhood as well as our town, it certainly seems that 
renovation instead of demolition would serve to maintain the integrity of the surrounding area.  

We have seen too many houses torn down and extremely large cookie cutter houses built, which in our opinion and the 
opinion of many others, diminishes the character and charm of Winnetka.  

Thank you for your time and consideration for this significant home and property and for the work you do to maintain 
the beauty of our Village.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Suzy and Thomas Lyman 

 
Winnetka, IL 60093 
 

 
 
P.S.  I was having trouble with the Caps Lock key. 
 
Thomas J. Lyman, III 
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Christopher Marx

From: Anne KELLY 
Sent: Monday, December 28, 2020 10:29 AM
To: Planning
Subject: 740 Ardsley Road

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 

Dear Planning Commissioners,  
   
I am writing about the proposed demolition of 740 Ardsley Road, as a neighbor and as someone who 
previously spent many hours inside this incredible home. As someone who owns a home built in 1893 
around the corner, I can personally attest both to the need for careful maintenance and the incredible 
structural integrity of an older home.   
   
Over the past twenty years or so, I have walked to this home and bounded up the three flights of 
stairs to the third floor office to work alongside other volunteers for the Alliance of Early Childhood. 
There we planned for this non-profit's growth and sustainability as a supporter of families and 
teachers of young children in the area. My own children ran free in the enclosed backyard or played 
in the basement (set up almost like a private play school) while I was upstairs or in the home's 
magnificent dining room organizing mailings or distribution of (then) TV Tune-Out materials. We 
volunteers regularly came to this home's front porch to pick up items and/or enjoy a friendly 
conversation. This historic home gathered us all in.  
   
Now the building materials that make up this home are headed for a landfill: bricks, wooden floor and 
bannisters, heavy plaster walls that have held up over nearly a hundred years. Sustainability now 
seems a quaint thing of the past, yet at a time when the costs of disposability are known to be high 
and with longstanding consequences for all.  While recognizing and appreciating the individual rights 
of home ownership, I feel the need to point out some of the implicit costs to the community of erasing 
the history and structure of this home.  
   
One house at a time, Winnetka is changed.  
   
Sincerely,   
Anne Kelly  
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Christopher Marx

From: Don Campbell 
Sent: Monday, December 28, 2020 11:26 AM
To: Planning
Subject: 740 Ardsley, Winnetka, IL

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 
Dear Landmark Preservation Commission, 
 
I'm writing you to voice our concern upon learning about the potential demolition of a historically significant 
property - 740 Ardsley Road.  My wife and I both grew up in Winnetka and have raised our family here and we 
have purchased 3 homes with the option to destroy them and build new.  However, we have lived here long enough 
to understand that's not why people choose to move to Winnetka. While the majority of homes can be torn down 
without issue, the destruction of certain homes is actually destroying the charm of what makes this Village so 
unique and desirable. 740 is one of those landmark special homes that needs to be saved.   
 
It is unimaginable that someone would say they definitely wanted to save this beautiful property, and now claim 
that it is too much trouble to save.  
 
We were told when the previous owners put the house on the market, they priced it to leave room for someone to 
come in and renovate the property. The current owners, apparently bought the house before it became an open 
listing and they told the previous owners, through their agent, it was their intention to save the property and make 
the necessary renovations to the property. 

Year after year, when Winnetka residents respond to caucus surveys, one of their top concerns is that we need to 
preserve the character of the Village, yet new entrants come in and make decisions to demolish part of our history 
without ever living in our community and appreciating why they wanted to buy here in the first place.   
 
We are hoping the new owners follow their initial intention and move forward on a path of renovation, or if not, 
find another piece of property without historic significance and sell the property to someone who would like to 
renovate this masterpiece. 
 
Best, 
 
 
Don & Cindy Campbell 
920 Fisher La 
Winnetka, IL 60093     
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Ann Klaassen

From: Susan Schmitt < >
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2020 1:07 PM
To: Planning
Subject: 740 Ardsley Road, Winnetka

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
 
Members of the Planning Commission: 
It has come to my attention that 740 Ardsley Road is going to be torn down.  Whenever I hear this about a wonderful 
older Winnetka home, I have to ask myself if there is an alternative that keeps more of the original Winnetka 
“homescape” in tact?  Having spent many years attending meetings and other functions in this beautiful home in the 
mid 90’s through roughly 2010, it is the source of many fond memories.  To drive up to this home designed by architect 
Ralph Stoetzel, with its grand front entrance and beautifully landscaped grounds originally designed by the notable Jens 
Jensen, it gave one the feeling of something special.  As the location of the office of the Alliance for Early Childhood, 
many meetings were held in the third floor office and larger gatherings on the first floor in the gracious living room.  
Given it’s beautiful and architecturally significant exterior and spacious and graciously appointed interior, I’m hoping it 
will be saved and rehabbed by its new owners.  With the experience of an architect in tune with and appreciative of 
historical context, I have no doubt that a lovely, up to date and more open interior with living spaces to accommodate 
today’s active family lifestyle can be created while preserving the beautiful exterior of this vintage Winnetka home.  It is 
well worth the effort and the end product will again be special while still grounded by the wonderful history on which it 
sits. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Schmitt 
20 year Winnetka resident until late 2020 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Ann Klaassen

From:
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2020 3:06 PM
To: Planning
Subject: 740 Ardsley Road, Winnetka

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 
Dear Landmark Preservation Committee Members:  I am writing to express my strong opposition to the potential 
demolition of 740 Ardsley Road. 
 
I have lived in Winnetka for 37 years and have always admired 740 Ardsley, which in my opinion, is a beautiful, 
commanding and impressive example of 1920s residential architecture.  It exhibits the remarkable craftsmanship that 
epitomized that era and that cannot be replicated today.   
 
The house is also emblematic of the many historic homes that established Winnetka’s charming and genteel character, 
which is becoming increasingly endangered as magnificent homes such as this are allowed to be torn down. 
 
I believe that it would be a regrettable mistake and a detriment to the Ardsley Road neighborhood and Winnetka as a 
whole to allow 740 Ardsley to be demolished.  I strongly urge your Committee and the new owner of the home to do the 
necessary to preserve it. 
 
Thank you.      
 
Mike Ritter 

 Chestnut Street 
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: DECEMBER 28, 2020 

SUBJECT:  819 HUMBOLDT AVENUE - DEMOLITION PERMIT (CASE NO. 21-01-
LPC) 

 
INTRODUCTION  

Meeting Date January 4, 2021 

Commission Action Preliminary historic and architectural review to determine if 
a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary or 
if a demolition permit can be issued without delay. 

Property Address 819 Humboldt Avenue (See Attachment A – Aerial Map) 

Property Owner 819 Humboldt, LLC 

Application Submitted by Leo Birov 

Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed 

Public Comments as of Date of Memo None  

  

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION  

Size 0.2 acres 

Location North side of Humboldt Avenue between Lincoln Avenue and 
Foxdale Avenue 

Improvements Single-family residence with detached garage 

Zoning R-4 Single Family Residential 

Surrounding Zoning R-4 Single Family Residential to the north, south, east, and 
west, properties located to the southeast across Humboldt 
Avenue are zoned R-3 Single Family Residential 

  

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society Report 

Constructed 1923 

Additional Construction Activity 1929 – Construction of 1-story frame garage. 

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS)  The WHS research indicates that the property does not have 
historical or architectural significance. See attached report 
from the WHS provided in Attachment C for details. 
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 Page 2 

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY  

Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes on 
Same Block (either side of the right-of-way block 
face and/or along the alley) 

None 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion 
and noise impacts in the neighborhood. 

 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact 
Study Required or (2) Demolition Without Delay. 

 
Historical Architectural Impact Study Required 
 
The Commission finds that based upon (1) the preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the LPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.  The Commission reached 
its conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria [Commission would 
note which criteria is met]: 

1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 
15.64 of the Village Code; 

2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation; 

3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic places; and 

4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit. 

 
Demolition Without Delay 
 
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village 
Code that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to 
warrant a Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may 
proceed without delay.  

 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment B:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment C:  Historical Society Research 
Attachment D:  Application Materials 
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Disclaimer: The GIS Consortium and MGP Inc. are not liable for any use, misuse, modification or disclosure of any map provided under applicable law.  This map is for general information purposes only. Although the

information is believed to be generally accurate, errors may exist and the user should independently confirm for accuracy. The map does not constitute a regulatory determination and is not a base for engineering design.

A Registered Land Surveyor should be consulted to determine precise location boundaries on the ground.

Attachment A 

Notes
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 

 

MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: DECEMBER 8, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 21-01: 819 HUMBOLDT AVENUE 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On January 4, 2021, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish 
the residence and detached garage at 819 Humboldt Avenue. Please return any available information 
regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the 
day on Thursday, December 24, 2020. If you have any questions, please feel free to send an email to 
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      
    
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

4-27-1923 Frame and shingle two story 
residence 

Dudley L. Smith H.M. Mess 

6-24-1929 One story frame garage Dudley L. Smith Not Listed 

ATTACHMENT B
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819 Humboldt 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
 

     

Address: 819 Humboldt 

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1923    

Construction type: Shingle  

Style: Frame  

 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER NAME DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION ATTACHED SIGNIFICANCE 

Dudley L. and 

Grace Smith 

1923 – 1942  Real estate listing slip; Winnetka 

Talk obituary 

 

A.E. Tarr 1942 – 1945 Real estate listing slip; 1944 

phone book 

 

Fred L. Mills, Jr.  1954* – 2020 Cook County Assessor; 1954 

phone book 

 

*We do not have phone books from 1945 – 1954. Therefore, while it is possible that Mills 

purchased the home in 1945, we do not know for sure that he lived there until 1954. 

 

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND DESCRIPTION 

OF PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

H. M. Mess  Frame and shingle two-story 

residence  

 

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Property files, Winnetka Talk, Chicago Tribune, Cook 

County Assessor, historic phone books, Google search  

 

Findings: 

 

Our research does not indicate that this property maintains historical or architectural 

significance. Although it has been standing for almost a century and has been home to at least 

two long-term Winnetka residents, the property does not appear to have any particularly notable 

architectural features. In addition, we have not been able to find any information about the 

original architect. 

 

 

Date of Research: 12/15/2020 

 

 

ATTACHMENT C
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Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  
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1942 Phone Book 
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1944 Phone Book 
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1954 Phone Book 
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Winnetka Talk, March 4, 1937 
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Winnetka Talk, August 3, 1961 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 

 Page 1 

MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: DECEMBER 28, 2020 

SUBJECT:  560 SHERIDAN ROAD - DEMOLITION PERMIT (CASE NO. 21-02-LPC) 

 
INTRODUCTION  

Meeting Date January 4, 2021 

Commission Action Preliminary historic and architectural review to determine if 
a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary or 
if a demolition permit can be issued without delay. 

Property Address 560 Sheridan Road (See Attachment A – Aerial Map) 

Property Owner Jonathan and Elizabeth Cohen 

Application Submitted by Matan Aharoni  

Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed 

Public Comments as of Date of Memo None 

  

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION  

Size 0.27 acres 

Location West Side of Sheridan Road and east side of Walnut Street 
between Spruce Street and Elm Street 

Improvements Single-family residence with detached garage 

Zoning R-4 Single Family Residential 

Surrounding Zoning R-4 Single Family Residential to the north, west, and south, 
and R-2 Single Family Residential to the east 

  

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society Report 

Constructed 1923 

Additional Construction Activity 1935 – Construct two-car garage, 1980 - Construct roofed 
entrance-way, 1981 – Construct addition to existing 
sunporch, 1989 – Build an addition, enclosing 2nd story deck 

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS)  The WHS research indicates that the property does not have 
historical or architectural significance. See attached report 
from the WHS provided in Attachment C for details. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY  

Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes on 
Same Block (either side of the right-of-way block 
face and/or along the alley) 

None 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion 
and noise impacts in the neighborhood. 

 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact 
Study Required or (2) Demolition Without Delay. 

 
Historical Architectural Impact Study Required 
 
The Commission finds that based upon (1) the preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the LPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.  The Commission reached 
its conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria [Commission would 
note which criteria is met]: 

1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 
15.64 of the Village Code; 

2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation; 

3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic places; and 

4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit. 

 
Demolition Without Delay 
 
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village 
Code that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to 
warrant a Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may 
proceed without delay.  

 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment B:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment C:  Historical Society Research 
Attachment D:  Application Materials 
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A Registered Land Surveyor should be consulted to determine precise location boundaries on the ground.

Attachment A

Notes
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 

MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: DECEMBER 8, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 21-02: 560 SHERIDAN ROAD 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On January 4, 2021, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish 
the residence and detached garage at 560 Sheridan Road. Please return any available information 
regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the 
day on Thursday, December 24, 2020. If you have any questions, please feel free to send an email to 
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      
    
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

1-15-1923 Frame and brick veneer residence H.E. Robertson Howard Bower 

9-10-1935 Construct 1-story accessory 
building (two car storage) 

Harry E. Robertson Harry E. 
Robertson 

5-8-1980 Construct roofed entrance-way to a 
single family residence 

  

8-14-1981 Construct addition to existing 
sunporch single family residence 

William Shropshire D. Dickey-
Community 
Builders 

11-27-1989 Build an addition, enclosing 2nd 
story deck 

William Shropshire Not Listed 

 

ATTACHMENT B
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560 Sheridan – November 2020 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
 

     

Address: 560 Sheridan 

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1923    

Construction type: Stucco and brick 

Style: Tudor 

 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER NAME DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Harry E. Robertson 

Tenents: 

     Harlowe E. Bowes 

 

1923 – 1944 Real estate listing slip; 

1944 phone book; 

Chicago Tribune 

obituary; Winnetka Talk 

obituary  

Store manager at 

Cluett, Peabody, and 

Co. 

? 1944 – 1950 Real estate listing slip  

John M. Knowlton 1950 – 1963  Real estate listing slip; 

Winnetka Talk obituary  

Local attorney and 

longtime Winentka 

resident 

Wesley and Helen 

Bass 

1963 – 1976  Winnetka Architectural 

Survey; Winnetka Talk 

obituary 

Worked for Chicago 

Title and Trust; Christ 

Church member 

William Shropshire 1976 – 1997 Winnetka Architectural 

Survey  

 

Elizabeth and Jonathan 

Cohen 

1997 – 2020 1997 phone book; Cook 

County Assessor record 

 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ON PROPERTY: N/A  

 

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND DESCRIPTION 

OF PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Howard Bower 1923; Frame and brick veneer 

residence  

 

D. Dickey – Community 

Builders 

1981; Construct addition to 

existing sunporch 

 

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Chicago Tribune, historic phone books, 

property files, Cook County Assessor 

 

ATTACHMENT C
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Findings: 

 

Our research does not indicate that this property has any historical or architectural significance. 

While it is a beautiful example of the Tudor style that was popular in Winnetka in the early to 

mid-20th century, very little is known about the architect Howard Bower (he is also listed as the 

architect of 1042 Westmoor, yet we have not been able to find any additional information). 

Additionally, while several longtime Winnetka residents have lived at the property, we did not 

find any particularly significant or notable information. 

 

Date of Research: 12/15/2020 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  
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1944 Phone Book 
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1997 Phone Book 
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Obituaries
Winnetka Talk (IL) - June 12, 2008
Section: News
Readability: 9-12 grade level (Lexile: 1130)

Wesley Edward Bass, Jr.

Wesley Edward Bass, Jr., 76, of Winnetka, died of cancer on May 12 in his home.

Mr. Bass was born August 21, 1931, in Milledgeville, Ga. He graduated from Georgia Military College Preparatory School in 1948, 
received a bachelor's degree in business administration in accounting from the University of Georgia in 1952 and a master's degree in 
business administration in finance from Northwestern University in 1959.

Spending his formative years in Milledgeville, he was an enthusiastic participant in the Boy Scout program there and earned the Eagle 
Scout award. Other early interests included waterfowl hunting and athletics. As a member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity, he enjoyed 
playing on all the teams which consistently won the Governor's Athletic Trophy for Georgia Beta Chapter. He had a lifelong passion for 
airplanes and qualified for a pilot's license at age 15. He served as a pilot in the United States Army Aviation Forces in Korea and was 
discharged with the rank of Captain. During his graduate years at Northwestern University, he was a flight instructor at Pal-Waukee 
Airport.

A committed business leader, Mr. Bass held several positions at the Chicago Title and Trust Co. including treasurer, comptroller and 
executive vice president. He headed the Trust Division from 1967 until 1986. He began Retirement Planning Fund of America, and, for 
many years, he served on the board of directors of Venture Advisors and the Davis Funds.

He was a long-time member of Christ Church, Winnetka, and, in recent years, the Church of the Redeemer. He was the first president of 
the original board of directors of the Institute for Christian Living and served later terms on the board when it became the Institute for 
Living. Until recently, he was a member of the Advisory Board for the Samaritan Center and a member of the Central Committee of the 
Northwestern University Settlement Association. He is a past treasurer of the Northwestern University Alumni Association. Having served 
many terms as president of the Illinois Society for the Prevention of Blindness, he worked to put the organization on solid financial footing, 
to establish legislation to ensure low vision testing for all children, to provide funding for eye glasses and low vision aids for children in 
need, and to create an eye tissue donation bank.

Mr. Bass enjoyed music, nature and travel and he and his wife visited many parts of the world and were later accompanied by their 
children and their families on some of these trips. His pleasure in woodworking and crafts usually resulted in a wide variety of home 
improvement projects and often involved the entire family, relatives said.

Survivors include his wife, Helen Long; two daughters, Elizabeth "Betsy" Bass (James) Shands of Vt., and Catherine Bass (Ronald) 
Perona of Wis.; four granddaughters, Erin and Laura Shands and Corey and Hanna Perona; three sisters Elizabeth "Beth" Rice, 
Margarette Taylor and Patricia Riner of Georgia; and many nieces and nephews.

A memorial service was held May 20 at the Kenilworth Union Church in Kenilworth.

Internment was in Christ Church Churchyard.

A memorial service will be held in August in Milledgeville, Ga.

Memorial donations may be made to either the Sonrise Orphans Ministry (Rwanda orphans), P.O. Box 1337, Moon Township, PA 15108 
(www.mustardseedproject.org); the Illinois Society for the Prevention of Blindness, 211 W. Wacker Dr., Suite 1700, Chicago, IL 60606 
(www.visionary@eyehealthillinois.org); or Midwest Palliative & Hospice CareCenter, 2050 Claire Ct., Glenview, IL 60025 
(www.midwestpalliativeand hospicecarecenter.org).

Sarah Schultz Duncan

Sarah Duncan Schultz, 55, of Delevan, Wis., formerly of Winnetka, died June 1 after a short illness.

Mrs. Schultz was born Sept. 3, 1952.

Survivors include her mother, Deuel Duncan of Winnetka; and one brother, Cole Duncan of Evanston.

A memorial service was held at Saints Faith Hope and Charity Church in Winnetka. Remembrances would be welcome at the Cradle 
Foundation, 2049 Ridge Ave., Evanston, IL 60201. LPC - 560 Sheridan - Page 21
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Marjorie Goslee Marsh

Marjorie "Mudge" Goslee Marsh of Chapel Hill, N.C., formerly of Winnetka, died May 16.

Mrs. Marsh was born Jan. 20, 1921 in Windsor Conn.

Survivors include three daughters, Anne (Henry) Fields, Ellen (Fred) Rice and Muffy (David) Potterton; and six grandsons, Ben and Justin 
Fields, Jack and Edward Rice and Christopher and Kevin Potterton.

She was predeceased by her husband, John C.

A memorial service was held at the Chapel of the Cross in Chapel Hill, N.C.

Interment of ashes will take place later in the summer at Christ Church in Winnetka.

Memorial donations may be made to Carol Woods Charitable Fund, 750 Weaver Dairy Road, Chapel Hill, NC 27514; or UNC Hospice, 
480 Hillsboro St., Suite 800, P.O. Box 1077, Pittsboro, N.C. 27312.

Constance E. Staffileno

Constance E. (nee Selario) Staffileno, 77, of Winnetka, died June 4.

Mrs. Staffileno was born Feb. 21, 1931 in Clarksburg, W.V. to Mary and Joseph Selario. She attended both West Virginia University and 
University of Cincinnati.

Mrs. Staffileno survived two liver transplants 17 years ago. Prior to that she survived breast cancer surgery. She was very active in 
volunteer work. She served the North Shore Cancer Society as an instructor in "Reach to Recovery" and involved in classes for medical 
students and residents at Evanston Hospital and Northwestern Medical Center. She was active on the finance board at Sacred Heart 
Church in Winnetka. More recently she volunteered at the gift shop at Evanston Hospital.

Survivors include her husband, Harry, Jr. of Winnetka; one son, Harry B. (Gerri) of Milwaukee, Wis.; two daughters, Lynn of Altoona, Iowa 
and Beth Staffileno (Kenneth Taira) of Glenview; and one grandson, Christopher.

Services were June 7 at Sacred Heart Church in Winnetka.

Entombment will be private at All Saints Mausoleum in Des Plaines.

Memorial donations may be made to Kellogg Cancer Care Center c/o Evanston Northwestern Healthcare Foundation, 1033 University 
Place, Suite 450, Evanston, IL 60201; or Dr. Te, Liver & Transplant Services, c/o University of Chicago Medical Center, 5841 S. 
Maryland, MC 7120, Chicago, IL 60637.

A. Richard Taft

A. Richard Taft, 69, of Winnetka, died June 6 in Evanston Hospital after a long battle with cancer.

Mr. Taft was born Nov. 8, 1939 in Rutland, Vt. He graduated in 1961 from Dartmouth College and in 1965 from the University of Chicago 
Law School. He began his career as a lawyer, but found his calling in the financial world. His early financial career began as an 
investment banker in New York City and subsequently continued in Chicago where he spent the majority of his career in asset 
management with The Chicago Corporation. In January 2000, he founded Chesley Taft, Associates, an asset management firm, in 
partnership with Ferris Chesley.

He enjoyed nature, particularly hiking, fishing and skiing.

Survivors include his wife, Anne Corwin; one son, Erick; and one sister, Joanna Taft Maynard.

He was predeceased by his son, Alex.

A memorial service will be held at 3 p.m. June 28 at Christ Church, 784 Sheridan Road in Winnetka.

Memorial donations may be made to The Kellogg Cancer Care Center, 2650 Ridge, Evanston, IL 60201.

Alan E. Wadleigh

Alan E. Wadleigh, 56, of Northfield, died May 28 at his residence.
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Mr. Wadleigh was born Sept. 27, 1951 in Kankakee. He was a graduate of DeVry Technical Institute with an electrical engineering degree 
and was a cardiac catheterization technician for Evanston Hospital, where he had been employed for 35 years. He was also a lieutenant 
for the Northfield Fire-Rescue Department, where he had been active since 1979, and was a member of the Central United Methodist 
Church in Skokie.

Survivors include his wife, Mary, (nee Tiffin); one son, Zachary; his parents, Avis and Ludie of Herscher, Ill.; one sister, Sharon (Randy) 
Brunet; and one brother, Steve (Carol).

Services were held May 31 at Central United Methodist Church in Skokie.

Inurnment was in Memory Gardens Cemetery in Arlington Heights.

Memorial donations may be made to Central United Methodist Church, 8237 Kenton Ave., Skokie, IL 60076; Midwest Palliative & Hospice 
CareCenter, 2050 Claire Ct., Glenview, IL 60025; or to a charity of ones choice.

Janice Silber Westler

Janice Silber Westler, 77, of Green Bay, Wis., formerly of Glencoe, died May 24.

Mrs. Westler was born May 4, 1931 and lived in Glencoe for 41 years.

Survivors include three daughters, Laurey (Tim Hopp) Westler, Susie (David) Murtaugh and Tracy (James) Sprayregen; eight 
grandchildren, Christopher, Calvin and Meghann Marty, Sam Murtaugh, Casey (Adam) Arling, and Chelsea, Molly and Charlie 
Sprayregen; and one great-grandchild, Tony Murtaugh.

Interment was in Milwaukee, Wis.

Memorial donations may be made to the North Shore Senior Center, 161 Northfield Road, Northfield, IL 60093.

Record: wn-wn-obits-061208-s1
Copyright: Copyright 2008, Winnetka Talk, Pioneer Press. All rights reserved. REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED.
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Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Obituary 3 -- No Title
Chicago Tribune (1963-1996); Feb 6, 1981; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. 17
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Winnetka Talk, March 4, 1943 
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Winnetka Talk, September 10, 1992 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 

  Page 1 

MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: DECEMBER 28, 2020 

SUBJECT:  1015 STARR ROAD – HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT 
STUDY (CASE NO. 20-21-LPC)  

 
INTRODUCTION   

Meeting Date  January 4, 2021 

Requested Commission Action  Determine (1) whether the HAIS is complete; (2) whether the 
proposed  demolition  will  have  a  significant  negative 
architectural  or historical  impact on either  the Village as a 
whole or on the immediate neighborhood; and (3) whether 
demolition should be delayed in order to explore alternatives 
to total demolition. 

Preliminary  Historical  and  Architectural 
Review 

November 2, 2020, by a vote of 5‐0 required submittal of an 
HAIS. 

Property Address  1015 Starr Road (See Attachment C – Aerial Map) 

Property Owner  1015 Starr, LLC 

Application Submitted by  1015 Starr, LLC – Represented by Jon Kogan (See Attachment 
F – Application Materials) 

Mail Notice Sent  to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed 

Newspaper Notice  The meeting was properly noticed in the Winnetka Talk on 
December 17, 2020. 

Public Comments as Date of Memo  None 

Winnetka  Historical  Society  (WHS) 
Comments on HAIS 

WHS finds the HAIS complete and is  in agreement that the 
house  has  architectural  significance  because  of  its 
association with its architect, John Van Bergen, and historical 
significance  because  of  its  association  with  former  Village 
President Eugene Rummler.  (Attachment B). 

   

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION   

Size  0.43 acres 

Location  North  side  of  Starr  Road  between  Rosewood  Avenue  and 
Locust Street 

Improvements  Single‐family residence with attached garage 

Zoning  R‐3 Single Family Residential 

Surrounding Zoning  R‐3 Single Family Residential 

   

PROPERTY HISTORY  See Attachment D, Preliminary Property History 

LPC - 1015 Starr HAIS - Page 1



 Page 2 

Constructed 1924 

Additional Construction Activity 1965 – Remodel and construct an addition to single family 
residence; 1995 – Build a shed 

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS)  The WHS research indicates that the property does have 
historical and architectural significance.  See attached 
reports from the WHS provided in Attachments B and E for 
details.   

  

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY  

Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes 
on Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley) 

None 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and 
noise impacts in the neighborhood. 

 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

In making its determination regarding the historical and architectural impact of the subject 
property, the Landmark Preservation Commission shall consider the following: 

a. the historic and architectural impact study prepared pursuant to the foregoing Section 
15.52.050; 

b. the preliminary property history study prepared pursuant to Section 15.52.040; 
c. comments of the Winnetka Historical Society on the application and study; and 
d. any other information, comment or evidence received by the Commission at the impact 

determination meeting or at the preliminary review meeting. 
 
Prior to making a determination, the Commission must first determine if it finds the Historical  
Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) complete. If the LPC determines that the HAIS filed by the 
Applicant is incomplete or otherwise insufficient to enable the LPC to make a determination as to 
the impact of the proposed demolition, the LPC may direct the Applicant to complete, amend or 
supplement the report and may continue the impact determination meeting pending the 
Applicant’s filing of a complete application. 
 
If the Commission does find the HAIS complete, a Commission member may make one of the two 
following motions (a) Demolition Without Delay or (b) Delay of Demolition: 
 
Demolition Without Delay 

I make a motion finding that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 1015 Starr 
Road prepared by Jean Guarino is complete and that the proposed demolition will not have 
a significant negative architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a whole or 
on the immediate neighborhood.  Based upon these findings, the demolition may proceed 
without a delay. 

 
Delay of Demolition  

I make a motion finding that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 1015 Starr 
Road prepared by Jean Guarino is complete and that the building or structure is considered 
to be historically or architecturally significant as it meets one or more of the following 
standards [Commission member should note which of the following standards should be 
included in the motion]: 
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(1) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design without regard to the time 

built or historic associations; 
(2) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design that is not the result of a 

change or a series of changes in the original structure;  
(3) the structure exemplifies an architectural style, construction technique or building type 

once common in the Village; 
(4) the structure exhibits an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or construction 

technique that contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as an accent or 
counterpart; or  

(5) that the property has been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the 
Village Code, has been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey 
conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation, or has been 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the Illinois Register of Historic Places. 

 
The Commission also finds that the proposed demolition will have a significant negative 
architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a whole or on the immediate 
neighborhood due to the following architecturally or historically significant aspects of the 
structure: 
 

1. [Commission member to fill in]  
2.  __________________________________________________________________- 

 
Preservation alternatives to the demolition of the structure include: 
 

1. [Commission member to fill in]. 
 
The Commission continues to encourage interest in and understanding of preservation in 
the whole of the Village as it may be applicable to the demolition permit request under 
review and to encourage and provide means of communication and exchange of views 
between the applicants and the owners and occupants of properties within two hundred 
fifty (250) feet of the subject property. 
 
Based upon these finding, the demolition must be delayed for a period of 60 days in 
order to explore alternatives to total demolition. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  HAIS prepared by Jean Guarino  
Attachment B:  Historical Society HAIS Comments 
Attachment C:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment D:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment E:  Historical Society Research  
Attachment F:  Application Materials 
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HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT STUDY (HAIS): 

 

 

THE EUGENE AND CLARA RUMMLER HOUSE  

1015 STARR ROAD 

WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

 

 
 

Built 1924 

Architect: John Van Bergen 

 

 
HAIS PREPARED BY: 

Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D. 

Guarino Historic Resources Documentation 

844 Home Avenue 

Oak Park, IL  60304 

708.386.1142 

guarinojl@gmail.com 

 

Submitted to the Village of Winnetka on December 11, 2020. 

  

ATTACHMENT A
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Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the Rummler House, 1015 Starr Road, Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 
Submitted December 11, 2020     2 

Synopsis of Findings of Significance 

 

The Rummler House at 1015 Starr Road has local and statewide architectural significance as an 

exemplary design by architect John Van Bergen, an important early 20th century architect in 

Illinois who began his career as a draftsman for Frank Lloyd Wright and specialized in 

residential work. The house also possesses local architectural significance as an excellent 

example of the Prairie style in Winnetka, possessing hallmarks of this style, as well as the 

distinctive use of rough-cut limestone as sheathing. The house is historically significant at the 

local level for its association with Eugene A. Rummler—its first owner—who was a civic leader 

in Winnetka from the 1910s through the 1930s, serving as Village President and long-term 

member of the Plan Commission. In these roles, he oversaw the establishment of the caucus 

system and later assisted with the railroad depression project. No information was found relating 

the house to an historic event.  

 

Ownership history of the 1015 Starr Road parcel  

 

Property Owner Name Period of Ownership 

Eugene A. and Clara Rummler 1925 - 1954 

Michael H. and Mary Pauly 1955 - 1965 

Manuel C. and Gloria Johnson 1965 - 1970 

James and Sandra Sneider 1970 - 1972 

Alvin R. and Lenore Shapiro 1972 - 2004 

Benjamin Chou 2004 - Present 

 

It was not possible to undertake Tract Book research for this property since the Cook County 

Recorder of Deeds Office is currently (December 2020) closed due to the coronavirus. As a 

result, the chain of ownership was obtained from the research packet prepared by the Winnetka 

Historical Society, which was based on a review of local phone directories, real estate listings, 

and obituaries. Consultant also reviewed U.S. Census records, documentation in the building file 

for 1915 Starr Road at the Winnetka Village Hall, as well as contemporary newspaper clippings 

to verify these dates. Biographical information on the historic (pre-1971) owners of this property 

is shown below.  

 

Eugene A. and Clara Rummler 

 

Eugene A. Rummler (1872-1955) was born in Kalamazoo, Michigan, the son of Joseph J. and 

Jenny R. (Sittig) Rummler. He attended the University of Michigan but interrupted his studies to 

work as a civil engineer for the Detroit Waterworks. He graduated in 1898 with a B.S. degree in 

mechanical engineering and was employed by the Crescent Shipyards of Elizabeth, New York. 

There he was involved in the construction of the first seven submarines built in the United 

States.1  

 

 
1
          Albert N. Marquis (Editor). The Book of Chicagoans (Chicago: A.N. Marquis & Co., 1931) 842; “Eugene 

Albert Rummler,” in: https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Rummler-17. 
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Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the Rummler House, 1015 Starr Road, Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 
Submitted December 11, 2020     3 

Eugene Rummler served as a patent attorney in Chicago for fifty years. In 1901, he established 

the Chicago-based law firm of Rummer & Rummler, in partnership with his brother, William R. 

Rummler. The firm specialized in patents, copyrights, and trademarks. The brothers took on 

various other partners over the years: the firm was variously known as Rummler, Rummler & 

Woodworth (1931); Rummler, Rummler and Davis (1941); and Rummler, Rummler, and Snow 

(1955). Eugene Rummler’s stature in Chicago’s business community is evidenced by his 

inclusion in The Book of Chicagoans: A Biographical Dictionary of Leading Living Men and 
Women of the City of Chicago (A.N. Marquis, Ed.) for the years 1911, 1917, 1931 and 1941.  

 

In 1903, Eugene Rummler reportedly designed and built the first postage meter machine in the 

U.S., following the invention of Arthur H. Pitney two years earlier. He later spoke of the great 

effort required, and the many disappointments encountered, before obtaining approval of the 

U.S. postal authorities and the consent of Congress to use the meter machines in franking mail.2 

Rummler served for many years as chairman of the Chicago Association of Commerce 

committees on public improvements and good roads. He was an organizer of the Chicago 

Regional Planning Association, a member of the Citizens’ Advisory Committee on financing 

Cook County expressways, and chairman of the joint committee on the Cook County highway 

program.3  

 

Eugene Rummler married Clara L. Wenborne (1879-1968), of Buffalo, New York, on June 23, 

1903. The couple had four children: Charles Wenborne, Rosalia, Frederick Sittig, and Emma. 

The family lived in Chicago until 1908 when they moved to Winnetka, living at 965 Spruce 

Street. Eugene and Clara were active in the Winnetka Drama Club and both appeared in 

productions. Both were members of the Winnetka Congregational Church. In 1924, the 

Rummlers commissioned Highland Park-based architect John Van Osdel to design a Prairie style 

house on a lot they purchased at 1015 Starr Road. The estimated cost was $14,000, according to 

the building permit. Four years later, their son, Frederick, drowned in Lake Michigan at the age 

of 21, when a boat he was on overturned.4  

 

Eugene was active in Winnetka’s civic affairs over the course of several decades. He served as 

President of the Village from 1915 to 1917. During his term in office, the non-partisan caucus 

system of nominating village officers was adopted. The system brings together a varied group of 

residents who endorse candidates from those who choose to submit themselves to the vetting 

process.  Rummler was quoted as saying that the new system was “not the conception of one 

individual, but the result of the earnest study of many civic-minded citizens.”5  

 

In The Story of Winnetka (1956), historian Lora Townsend Dickinson noted that, “The caucus 

system as used in Winnetka is unique. It is not based on the charter, nor any act of the legislature, 

nor any village ordinance. She also explained why this system originated: “Partisan politics with 

 
2          “The Stamp Collector,” Chicago Tribune (November 19, 1950).  
3          Albert N. Marquis (Editor). The Book of Chicagoans (Chicago: A.N. Marquis & Co., 1931) 842.  
4          “Eugene Albert Rummler,” in: https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Rummler-17.  “Man Drowns in Trying to 

Save Friends’ Lives,” Herald and Review (Decatur) (August 29, 1928).  
5          Lora Townsend Dickinson, The Story of Winnetka (Winnetka: Winnetka Historical Society, 1956) 192.  
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its accompanying “spoils system” was seen to be creeping into the 

village elections about 1914, and office seekers were plainly 

recognized—bringing a disturbing note into community life.”6 

A meeting in the City Club of Chicago, attended by Winnetka 

officials, including Rummler, convened to discuss the caucus plan. 

Dickinson noted that the new system was subsequently “tried out and 

finally prevailed over the partisan method.”7   

 

Eugene Rummler was widely recognized for his knowledge in city 

planning: he served as chairman of the Winnetka Zoning Commission 

from 1920-21 and he also as chairman of the Winnetka Plan 

Commission from 1927 to at least 1943.8 As a member of the Plan 

Commission in late 1937, he was appointed by the Village Council to 

a four-man joint committee charged with studying the matter of 

railroad track depression with the goal of reducing fatalities that 

occurred at crossings. Other members of the committee included Robert Kingery of the Plan 

Commission, as well as Council members Herbert Sieck and John Manniere of the Council.9  

 

The committee’s report recommended that Winnetka prepare an application for a federal grant 

through the Public Works Administration for the project. Charles De Leuw & Company of 

Chicago was employed to prepare the application. A referendum vote, favoring the project two to 

one, was taken as a mandate to go ahead. Winnetka subsequently received a PWA grant of 

$1,552,500 toward the estimated total cost of $3,450,000. The remaining cost was divided 

between the railroads ($897,500) and the Village of Winnetka ($1,000,000). The railroad 

depression project involved the excavation of nearly one million cubic yards of earth, elimination 

of ten railroad crossings, and completion of the seven present-day vehicular bridges. It was 

finally completed on November 3, 1940 when trains traveled over the new permanent tracks.10  

 

In 1954, the Rummlers decided to sell their house at 1015 Starr Road and move to Largo, 

Florida, where their daughter Rosalia (Sally) and her husband, Sage I. Redfern, owned a small 

trailer park. A family history noted that Rummler “expected to be "Mr. Fix-it" for the park and 

its occupants. He enjoyed maintenance chores and was skillful in repairing machinery and 

furniture.” The couple initially spent three months in San Diego, where Eugene died on March 1, 

1955. Clara spent the next ten years in Largo, Floridan, and then lived with her other daughter, 

Louise, and son-in-law, John S. Atwood, first in Scottdale, Arizona, and then in San Pedro, 

California. Clara Rummler died on  October 30, 1968.11 

 

 

 
6  Dickinson, 193.  
7  Ibid. 
8  “E.A. Rummler, Lawyer, Civic Leader, Is Dead,” Chicago Tribune (March 2, 1955); Winnetka Plan Group 

Reveals Post-War Aims,” Chicago Tribune (October 24, 1943).  
9  Dickinson, 105.  
10  Ibid, 106, 108.  
11         “Eugene Albert Rummler,” in: https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Rummler-17. 

Eugene Rummler 
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Michael H. and Mary (Naghten) Pauly 

Dr. Michael H. Pauly Jr. (1906-2007) was born on June 11, 1906 and was raised in a house at 

6600 Loomis Boulevard in Chicago. His father, Michael H. Pauly, Sr., was a surgeon.12  He 

graduated from Loyola Academy in 1924 and then attended the University of Illinois Dental 

School.  

 

Michael Pauly married Mary Naghten (1911-2004) in 1936 and the couple initially lived at 820 

Lawrence Avenue in Chicago, according to the 1940 U.S. Census. Dr. Pauly served in the Army 

Medical Corps During World War II. He listed the 820 Lawrence address on his draft 

registration card, which was dated October 16, 1940. However, someone crossed out this address 

and wrote the address “791 Walden Road, Winnetka,” which presumably was the couple’s first 

home in Winnetka. The Paulys had two children—Pamela and James—and the family lived in 

the house at 1015 Starr Road from the mid-1950s until 1965. They later lived in a house at 827 

Bryant Avenue, according to the public records index found on ancestry.com.  

 

Michael H. Pauly Jr. was a dentist in Hubbard Woods for over 50 years and volunteered over the 

years at many facilities, including St. Mary’s of the Lake Catholic Seminary and Children’s 

Memorial Hospital. Throughout his life he enjoyed playing golf and was a competitive tennis 

player winning many Chicago tournaments in his early years. Mary Naghten Pauly participated 

in numerous volunteer organizations, such as the Heart Fund of Chicago, The Catholic Women’s 

Guild, Winnetka Circle, Winnetka Women’s Club, and garden clubs. She enjoyed gardening, 

owling, and playing bridge.13  

 

Manuel C. and Gloria Johnson 

No information was found on this couple, who owned the house at 1015 Starr Road from 1965 to 

1970. 

 

James and Sandra Sneider 

James R. Sneider (1936-2005) was born in Fremont, Ohio, the son of 

Walter and Bertha Sneider. In 1954 he left Ohio to attend Loyola 

University in Chicago, where he met his future wife, Sandra. They 

married in 1962 while he was attending night school at Loyola Law 

School. The couple had three children: Mark, Susan, and Diana.  A 

practicing lawyer, Sneider’s focus was mainly on real estate and 

franchise law. He represented Century 21 Northern Illinois, the 

Village of Niles, Hispanic Housing development Corporation, 

Barnaby’s Restaurants, the Comptroller of Illinois, the Cook County 

Public Guardian, and was Special Assistant to the Attorney General 

of Illinois. He was a Director at Labe Savings and Loan, serving as a board member and loan 

officer for nearly 30 years.14 

 
12  U.S. Census records for Michael H. Pauly, Jr., 1910, 1920, 1930.  
13         “Dr. Michael Henry Pauly Jr.,” Chicago Tribune (November 6, 2007); “Mary Naghten Pauly,” Chicago 
Tribune (June 13, 2004).  
14         “Sneider, James Roman,” Chicago Tribune, August 17, 2005.  

 

James Sneider. 
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Narrative Description of the Rummler House 

 

 

P.I.N.: 05-17-315-013-0000 

 

Legal Description for 1015 Starr Road:  Lot 11 in Block 2 in Winnetka Heights Subdivision, a 

Subdivision of that Part of the South ½ or the Southwest ¼ of Section 17-42-13 (east of and 

adjoining E. line of Rosewood Avenue.  

 

Construction Date:  1924 

 

Architect:  John S. Van Bergen 

 

The attribution of John S. Van Bergen as architect of the house at 1015 Starr Road does not 

come from the original building permit (attached), which curiously identifies the owner as 

architect. Instead, it comes from a drawing of the footprint of the house, identified as “Mr. E.A. 

Rummer, Winnetka, Illinois Residence,” which is signed by John S. Van Bergen, Architect, and 

dated March 25, 1924 (attached).  

 

The building permits for the house at 1015 Starr Road found in the Village of Winnetka’s files 

are listed below. Copies of these permits are attached to the end of this report. 

 

Permit Date Owner Action Architect 

03-21-1924 E. Rummler Built a 2 story and basement frame 

residence, garage attached 

“owner” 

06-23-1965 Mr. & Mrs. 

Manuel C. 

Johnson 

Remodel and make an addition to a single 

family residence 

Burgess-Stevens & 

Associated, Chicago 

 

House Description:    

The Rummler House is located on the north side of the 1000 block of Starr Road in western 

Winnetka, just west of Locust Street, on a parcel that measures 100 feet in width (east-west) and 

188 feet in depth (north-south). The house faces south, is set back 52 feet from the sidewalk; 14’-

6” from the east lot line; and 8’-0” from the west lot line. A brick driveway on the west side of 

the parcel leads to the attached garage.  

 

The two-story Prairie style house was built in two phases:  1925 (original, two-story block with 

one-story east wing and attached garage) and 1965 (rear wing). The original house has an 

irregular footprint and a massive, central stone chimney. It is clad up to the second-floor sill line 

in rough-cut limestone with stucco above the stonework. The stucco is detailed with horizontal 

wood banding. The front entrance features a round-arched wood front door with colored glass 

that is sheltered by a cantilevered, flat-roofed canopy with a geometric ceiling sconce that 

appears to be original. The entrance is approached by three stone steps and has an adjacent stone 

planter.  

 

LPC - 1015 Starr HAIS - Page 9



 
Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the Rummler House, 1015 Starr Road, Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 
Submitted December 11, 2020     7 

The hip roof of the original house is covered with asphalt shingles and has wide, overhanging 

eaves. Fenestration is comprised of wood-framed leaded glass casement windows, arranged 

alone, or in horizontal strips. The front facade has strips of five casement windows on the first 

and second floors that are visually unified by vertical wood banding. A group of windows that 

wraps around the corner is situated above the front entrance, which illuminates the staircase to 

the second floor. First floor windows have stone sills and are detailed with stone jack arches. A 

second story door on the west façade of the house opens onto a small balcony. The one-story 

wing has an original, exterior wood door on its rear (north) façade. The attached, two-car garage 

has an overhead metal door on its front (south) façade and an original set of wood garage doors 

on its north facade.  

 

The interior of the house has a flowing floor plan, as shown on the attached floor plans. The first 

floor has a foyer, living room, den, dining room, kitchen, and dining room. The second floor has 

a total of four bedrooms, an office, and two bathrooms.  

 

Consultant was unable to access the interior of this house due to the coronavirus pandemic. The 

current resident, Benjamin Chou, took the interior photos that are attached to this report. These 

photos show that portions of the walls in the living room and den have stratified stone walls. This 

material is also used to cover the outside face of the kitchen island. Public rooms on the first 

floor are detailed with wood banding and walls of the entrance foyer have wood grilles. The 

living room retains its stone-arch fireplace, which is similar to one in the later Braeside School in 

Highland Park. The house has wood flooring, and its walls and ceilings are finished with plaster. 

The opening between the den and living room is graced by a pair of leaded glass double-doors. 

The house appears to retain its original interior wood doors.  

 

Alterations:   

The Rummler House retained its original cladding, exterior doors, and fenestration. The most 

notable modification is the 1965 addition of the large rear wing, which contains a family room 

on the first floor, and a master bedroom and bathroom on the second floor. The original wood 

roof shingles have been replaced with asphalt shingles. The wood doors on the rear façade of the 

garage appear to be original; it is likely that they were moved to this location after the garage 

received a metal overhead garage door. Interior changes include kitchen and bathroom 

modernization. The front hall staircase, second floor hallway, and bedroom has been covered 

with wall-to-wall carpeting.  
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Architect John Van Bergen 

 

The Prairie style Rummler House at 1015 Starr Road is a distinctive 

residential work by John S. Van Bergen (1885-1969), a noted architect 

who specialized in single family houses, most of which were built in 

Chicago’s west and north suburbs, with large concentrations in Oak 

Park and Highland Park, Illinois.  

 

John S. Van Bergen was born in Oak Park on October 2, 1885. After 

graduating from Oak Park River Forest High School in 1905, he 

briefly visited California before working for his uncle, a speculative 

builder. In January 1907, without previous architectural training, he 

entered the Chicago office of Walter Burley Griffin (the Griffins were 

close family friends), located in Steinway Hall. Griffin instructed him 

in the basics of drafting, but the young Van Bergen left in October 

1908 as there was insufficient work in the office to keep him busy. He 

then studied for three months at the Chicago Technical College (October 

21, 1908 to January 25, 1909) in preparation for the architectural 

licensing exams.15  

 

In January 1909, Van Bergen began working for Frank Lloyd Wright, in the architect’s Oak Park 

Studio. Other staff present at the time were William Drummond, as chief draftsman, Marion 

Mahony, Albert McArthur, Taylor Wooley, and Isabel Roberts.16 By the end of that year, Wright 

had left for Europe and only Van Bergen and Isabel Roberts remained to complete the work in 

the office and close the Studio. Van Bergen then worked for architect William Drummond until 

June 1911, when he passed the licensing examination. Thereafter, he worked independently for 

the remainder of his career, first in Oak Park (1911-17), then Highland Park, Illinois (1920-51), 

and later, Hawthorn Hills, Illinois (1951-55), and Santa Barbara, California (1955-69). 

 

John Van Bergen’s residential work for much of 

his career was primarily executed in the Prairie 

style. He designed over a dozen houses in Oak 

Park, including the George R. Hemingway House 

at 106 S. Grove (1914); three houses for Flori 

Blondeel at 426, 432, and 436 N. Elmwood 

(1913-14); Albert H. Manson House at 619 N. 

Elmwood (1912); Mrs. R.D. Manson House at 

615 N. Elmwood (1912); Harry G. Horder House 

at 823 Fair Oaks (1914); Mrs. Charles S. Yerkes 

House at 450 Iowa Street (1913); Robert N. 

Erskine House at 714 Columbian (1914); Philip 

Greiss House at 716 Columbian (1914); William 

 
15  H. Allen Brooks, The Prairie School: Frank Lloyd Wright and His Midwest Contemporaries (New York: 

W.W. Norton & Co., 1973) 85.  
16 Brooks, 85-86. 

A. Bersbach House (1914) at 1120 Michigan Avenue, 

Wilmette. 

John Van Bergen. 
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H. Watt House at 806 Columbian (1913); and the 

Henry R. Hamilton House at 714 Linden 

(1914).17  These houses are primarily sheathed in 

stucco and feature such Prairie style hallmarks as 

hip roofs with overhanging eaves, strips of 

casement windows, and wood banding.  

 

In his book, Frank Lloyd Wright, His Life and 
His Architecture, author Robert Twombly writes: 

“Van Bergen did excellent residences in and 

around Chicago, very much in Wright’s manner, 

to be sure, but some of the strongest and most 

striking of the prairie genre.”18  

 

Early residential work by Van Bergen outside Oak Park included the William M. Webster House 

(1913; razed) at 5730 Sheridan Road in Chicago, which featured an angular, flat-roofed design, 

in contrast to the hipped roof houses in Oak Park. The Allan Miller House (1915) at 7121 S. 

Paxton Avenue, also in Chicago, was designated a local landmark in 1993 and today stands as 

the city’s only extant Van Bergen-designed house. Notable Van Bergen projects in Wilmette 

include the C.P. Skillen House (1914) at 714 Ashland Avenue, which is similar in plan to 

Wright’s Ward Willits House in Highland Park, and the Alfred Bersbach House (1914) at 1120 

Michigan Avenue, a brick-and-plaster residence with slab roof. 

 

Wright scholar H. Allen Brooks discussed Van Bergen’s work of this early period:  

 
His earliest houses were profoundly indebted to Wright and, although such later works as 

the Alfred Bersbach and C.R. Erwin houses are more personal, Van Bergen came close, 

perhaps closer than anyone, to actually imitating Wright’s designs. ‘A Fireproof House 

for $5000’ and the later American System-Built House were the source of many Van 

Bergen designs…His excellent sense of proportions was much to his credit, yet because 

of this his houses look so well designed that they more readily pass for the work of 

Wright.19  

 

John Van Bergen spent World War I at Fort Sheridan, where he converted its existing buildings 

into hospitals. After his discharge, he relocated to the Ravinia section of Highland Park, building 

a Prairie style home and studio at 234 Cedar Street in 1920. His wife, Ruth, served as office 

manager for his practice. The couple raised two daughters in Highland Park, where they were 

active in the community. Van Bergen served on the Buildings and Grounds Committee for 

School District 108 and established an organization called “The Friends of Our Native 

Landscape” with his neighbor Jens Jensen, who also served as a mentor. The two men 

collaborated on several projects in which the buildings designed by Van Bergen were 

 
17  List of houses obtained from: Paul E. Sprague, Guide to Frank Lloyd Wright & Prairie School Architecture 
in Oak Park (Oak Park, Illinois: Oak Park Bicentennial Commission, 1975).  
18           Robert C. Twombly, Frank Lloyd Wright: His Life and His Architecture (New York: John Wiley & Sons, 

1979) 111. 
19          Brooks 279. 

 

Ca. 1925 house at 865 Auburn Road in Winnetka 

attributed to John Van Bergen.  
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harmonious with native landscaping designed by 

Jensen. Their joint projects included an addition 

at Ravinia School at 763 Dean Street in Highland 

Park.20 

 

John Van Bergen designed more than 30 

buildings in Highland Park, the vast majority of 

which were single family houses. The City of 

Highland Park developed a “John Van Bergen 

Architectural Tour,” the brochure for which 

provides a partial list of the architect’s buildings 

in this community and is attached to the end of 

this report.  

 

Van Bergen continued to design in the Prairie style through the 1920s and 1930s and his projects 

of this period demonstrate his mature style, which is distinguished by the use of stratified 

stonework as cladding, as seen in the Rummler House and in the Stoddard House at 290 Cedar 

Avenue (1930) in Highland Park. Houses of this period sometimes exhibit wraparound windows 

and attached garages, as well as Van Bergen’s excellent sense of proportion and attention to 

craftsmanship.  

 

Van Bergen designed the Braeside School 

(1927) at 150 Pierce Road in Highland Park 

in 1927 and an addition ten years later. 

Like the Rummler House, this Prairie style 

building features stratified stone up to the 

second story sills and a round-arch stone 

fireplace, located in its original music 

room. The year after the Braeside school 

was underway, planning began for the 

Chicago Junior School on a sixty-acre site 

near Elgin, in which Van Bergen designed 

several buildings starting in the late 1920s. 

A two-story building at 1894 Sheridan 

Road (1926) in Highland Park, designed for 

Humer Furriers, is a rare extant commercial 

design by Van Bergen.  

 

Other commissions show Van Bergen experimenting in different idioms. For example, two of his 

works in Highland Park—the John Shaver House at 326 Delta Road (1935) and the George Lake 

House (1936) at 344 Bloom Street—were influenced by 1920s European Modernism, featuring 

smooth wall planes and flat roofs. In 1939, the Chicago Tribune published a photo of a Van 

Bergen designed house at 534 High Road in Glen Ellyn, which merged modern and historic 

 
20        “John Van Bergen,” in: https://highlandparkhistory.com/highland-park-legends-program/john-van-bergen/ 

Stoddard House (1930) at 290 Cedar St., Highland 

Park.

  

Chicago Junior School Main Hall (1928) at 1600 Dundee 

Ave., Elgin. 
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elements. This modest, one-story gabled house 

with stone chimney and wood-shingled roof 

was built with concrete and finished with white 

cement stucco.21  

 

John and Ruth Van Bergen relocated to a rural 

area in Hawthorne Woods after World War II, 

and they moved to Lake Barrington shortly 

thereafter. He subsequently worked in part as a 

small developer, buying large tracts of land, 

subdividing and selling the lots, sometimes 

with a residence of his own design. In 1955, 

Van Bergen relocated with his wife to just 

outside of Santa Barbara, California, where he continued to practice architecture, augmented by 

subdividing tracts of land for residential development. 22  

 

An article in the 1976 issue of The Prairie School Review discussed Van Bergen’s later work: 

 
Van Bergen’s architecture radically changed after 1950 once he had relocated first to 

Hawthorn Woods, later to Barrington Hills, and finally in 1955 to Santa Barbara, 

California. No longer limited by the relatively small lots of the north suburbs, his house 

plans were free to spread out across flatlands as rambling, one story designs with flat 

roofs and concrete floors with radiant heating. In effect he forsook the stylistic devices of 

his prairie naturalism and substituted (at this late date) the details and forms of the 

International Style. While he continued to use stratified limestone he more often 

employed white stucco or common brick exclusively on his exteriors with punched 

openings and unadorned surfaces.23  

 

A 1964 wildfire destroyed John Van Bergen’s home and studio in Santa Barbara, which 

contained most of the drawings and documents of his nearly half-century work as a designer. He 

died in 1969 at the age of 84.  

 

Today, the Rummler House is a rare example of John Van Bergen’s work in Winnetka. The 

Winnetka Historical Society’s partial architectural survey of the village does not identify any 

other houses by the architect. However, a book by Martin Hackl titled, The Work of John S. Van 
Bergen, Architect (self-published, 2001), identifies one other Van Bergen residence in Winnetka:  

the house at 865 Auburn Road, which was built ca. 1925. Hackl’s book provides an informative 

building catalog, accommodated by photos, of Van Bergen’s work over the course of his career. 

It can be accessed online at: https://organica.org/pse/hackl/title2.html 

 

 

 

 
21          “Small Home of Concrete,” Chicago Tribune (October 29, 1939).   
22  “John Van Bergen,” in: https://highlandparkhistory.com/highland-park-legends-program/john-van-bergen/ 
23  John Muggenberg, “The Prairie Spirit into the Mid 20th Century,” The Prairie School Review (Vol. 12, 

1976) 24.  

Shaver House (1935) at 326 Delta Lane, Highland Park.  
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Landmark Status of the Property 

 

The Rummler House is not a locally designated landmark or in a locally designated historic 

district.  It is not listed individually on the National Register of Historic Places or in a National 

Register Historic District.  It is not listed in the Illinois Historic Structures Survey conducted in 

the early 1970s.  

 

Evaluation of Historic Significance 

 

The historic (pre-1971) owners of this house were researched through a variety of sources, 

including the Chicago History Museum’s online catalog; the newspapers.com database; U.S. 

Census records, and the book titled, Who’s Who in Chicago and Vicinity for varying years. It was 

determined that the house is historically significant at the local level for its association with 

Eugene A. Rummler—its first owner—who was a civic leader in Winnetka from the 1910s 

through the 1930s, serving as Village President and long-term member of the Plan Commission. 

In these roles, he oversaw the establishment of the caucus system and later assisted with the 

railroad depression project. No information was found relating the house to an historic event.  

 

Evaluation of Architectural Significance 

 

The Rummler House at 1015 Starr Road has local and statewide architectural significance as an 

exemplary design by architect John Van Bergen, an important early 20th century architect in 

Illinois who began his career as a draftsman for Frank Lloyd Wright and specialized in single 

family houses, most of which were designed in the Prairie style and built in Chicago’s west and 

north suburbs. The Rummler House also possesses local architectural significance as an excellent 

example of a Prairie style house by one of the movement’s key practitioners. It exhibits 

hallmarks of this style, including horizontal proportions, hip roof with overhanging eaves, strips 

of leaded glass casement windows, wood banding, and a massive central fireplace.  

 

The Rummer House exhibits an excellent sense of proportion and attention to craftsmanship that 

distinguishes it from other “vernacular” Prairie style houses in Winnetka, sometimes referred to 

as “Contractor” Prairie houses, which used Prairie design elements on a more modest scale. The 

residence is indicative of Van Bergen’s mature style, which often features the use of stratified 

stone as cladding, wraparound windows, and attached garages. This fine residence is one of only 

two houses designed by John Van Bergen in Winnetka, with other being the ca. 1925 house at 

865 Auburn Road.  The Rummler House features very good architectural integrity overall and 

the major alteration—the 1965 rear wing—is not visible from the public right-of-way.  

 

 Evaluation of Neighborhood Impact  

 

The Rummler House at 1015 Starr Road contributes to a fairly cohesive block of historic revival 

style houses. Seven of the ten houses on this block were built in the 1920s, while the other three 

were built post-2000. The historic residences were designed in the Tudor Revival or Colonial 

Revival styles and exhibit uniform scale, massing, and setbacks. They are two- to three-stories in 

height; are clad in traditional cladding materials, including brick, wood, and stucco; and feature 

individual driveways from Starr Road.  Roof types are front-gabled or side-gabled, and some 
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houses have dormers. Demolition of the Rummler House could have an adverse impact on the 

1000 block of Starr Road if what replaces it is not sensitive to issues of scale, size, and setbacks 

on the lot.  The adjacent 600 block of Locust Street has experienced considerable demolition, 

with six houses built post-2000 in various neo-traditional styles.  

 

 

Person Responsible for Performing the Study 

 

Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., has worked as an independent architectural historian since 1998, 

documenting hundreds of buildings through local and national landmark nominations, 

architectural survey work, and Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) projects. She has 

also developed over a dozen HAIS reports for houses in Winnetka. Clients include architectural 

firms, non-profit organizations, development firms, and municipalities, including the City of 

Chicago. She is the co-author of a book titled, Benjamin H. Marshall, Chicago Architect 
(Acanthus Press, 2016), and a contributor to the book titled, Art Deco Chicago (Yale University 

Press, 2011).  
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, November 2020  

 

 

 
View looking northeast. 

 

 
View looking northwest.   
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, November 2020  

 

 
View looking northeast. 

 

     
Front façade fenentration. 

 

 
Front entrance.   

LPC - 1015 Starr HAIS - Page 20



 
Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the Rummler House, 1015 Starr Road, Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 
Submitted December 11, 2020     18 

Attachment A 

Exterior Views, November 2020  
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, November 2020  

  

         
           Window adjacent to garage door.  Casement “wraparound” windows above front entrance.  

 

 
Rear façade of garage showing original paired doors.  

 

 

 
West façade of garage. 
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, November 2020  

 

       
Views of rear elevation.  

 

 
1965 rear addition sheathed in aluminum siding.  

 

 
Group of leaded glass casement windows on rear façade of original house. 
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, November 2020  

 

 
Rear façade of original house block.  

 

 
Rear entrance to one-story wing.  

 

 
Stonework on east façade.  
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Attachment B 

 

Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 

 

 

 
 

Views of front foyer with original round-arch, art glass door and wood wall grilles.  
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Attachment B 

 

Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 

 

 

 
 

Details of front foyer.  
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Attachment B 

Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 

  

 
Den looking toward living room showing original leaded glass wood doors. 

 

 
Den in one-story east wing. 
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Attachment B 

Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 

 

 
View of den’s exterior door and strip of three original leaded glass casement windows 

 

 
Original pair of leaded glass doors in den. 
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Attachment B 

Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 

 

 
Detail of original wood banding. 

 

 
South wall of living room with strip of five original leaded glass casement windows. 
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Attachment B 

Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 

 

 
Round arch stone fireplace in living room. 

 

 

 
Original leaded glass casement windows illuminating the living room. 
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Attachment B 

Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 

 

 
Living room, looking toward den. 

 

 
Living room, view toward fireplace. 
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Attachment B 

Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 

 

 
Dining Room. 

 

 

                       
      Half bathroom on first floor.                            Kitchen.  
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Attachment B 

Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 

 

 
Kitchen island faced with stratified stone. 

 

 

 
View of family room in 1965 rear wing. 
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Attachment B 

Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 

 

 

 
 

View of front staircase illuminated by casement windows. 
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Attachment B 

Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 

 

 

                               
Second floor hall and bathroom. 

 

 

 

                            
 

Second floor bedroom and bathroom. 
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Attachment B 

Interior Views taken by Benjamin Chou, November 2020 

 

                         
Second floor bedroom.    Balcony off the second fl. Office. 

 

 
Second floor office and door to its balcony. 

 

 

 
Master bedroom and bathroom in 1965 rear wing. 
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Attachment C 

 

Floor Plans 
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Attachment D 

 

Neighborhood Character Table 

 

 

Address Architectural Style Construction 

Date 

No. of 

stories 

cladding 

1014 Starr 

 

Tudor Revival 1924 2 Brick (1st fl.); stucco 

(2nd fl.) 

1015 Starr 

 

Prairie 1924 2 Stone veneer (1st fl.) 

Stucco (2nd fl.) 

1025 Starr 

 

Neo-French Eclectic 2004 3 Stone veneer 

1028 Starr 

 

Tudor Revival 1922 2 Brick (1st); stucco 

(2nd) 

1034 Starr 

 

Colonial Revival 1922 3 Wood 

1035 Starr 

 

Colonial Revival 1927 3 Brick 

1040 Starr 

 

Tudor Revival 1926 2 

 

Stone (1st fl.); stucco 

(2nd fl.) 

1045 Starr 

 

Neo-Italian Renaissance 2014 2 brick 

1050 Starr 

 

Colonial Revival 1923 2 brick 

1055 Starr 

 

Neo-Colonial/Craftsman 2001 2 Brick 

639 Locust 

 

Colonial Revival (Ranch 

home) 

1950 1.5 Brick 

649 Locust 

 

Colonial Revival 1925 2.5 Brick 

656 Locust 

 

Craftsman 1924 2.5 Brick  

659 Locust 

 

Neo-French Eclectic Post-2000 2 Brick 

675 Locust 

 

Neo-French Eclectic 2009 2.5 Stone veneer 

680 Locust  

 

Colonial Revival 1923 2 Wood 

685 Locust 

 

Neo-Craftsman/Eclectic 2018 2.5 Stucco? 

689 Locust 

 

Unknown; under 

construction 

2020 2.5 Unknown 
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Attachment E  

Representative houses near 1015 Starr Road 
                                 

          
                       1014 Starr Road; 1924                                   1025 Starr Road; 2004 

 

          
                      1028 Starr Road; 1922                                 1034 Starr Road; 2004 

 

          
                         1035 Starr Road; 1927                                 1040 Starr Road; 1926 

 

       
                       1045 Starr Road; 2014                               1050 Starr Road; 1923 
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Attachment E  

Representative houses near 1015 Starr Road 

 

            
                       1055 Starr Road; 2001                                   630 Locust Street; 1950 

 

            
                      656 Locust Street; 1924                               659 Locust Street; post-2000 

 

          
                   675 Locust Street; 2009                                   680 Locust Street; 1923 

 

          
                     685 Locust Street; 2018                                 689 Locust Street; 2020 
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Attachment F 

 

Representative Prairie style houses in Winnetka 

 

     
        19 Warwick Lane (1907); George W. Maher        38 Abbotsford Road (1908); Walter Burley Griffin 

             

 

     
 38 Abbotsford Road (1908); Walter Burley Griffin                              402 Hawthorne Lane 

 

    
                     599 Orchard Lane (1929)           331 Walnut (1912) 
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SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1938, showing footprints of houses on the 1000 block of Starr 

Road and construction dates.  
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Original building permit for the house at 1015 Starr Road. 
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Pencil drawing showing footprint of the Rummler House at 1015 Starr Road dated March 25, 

1924 that identifies John S. Van Bergen as architect.  
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Plat of Survey undertaken on behalf of Eugene Rummler for his property at 1015 Starr Road, 

dated September 3, 1924. The 1965 rear wing was later drawn in pen. 
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City of Highland Park brochure, “John Van Bergen Architecture Tour.”   
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City of Highland Park brochure, “John Van Bergen Architecture Tour.”   
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City of Highland Park brochure, “John Van Bergen Architecture Tour.”   
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Source:  Chicago Tribune, October 29, 1939. 
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  December 22, 2020 
 

P.O. Box 365 - Winnetka, Illinois 60093 t 847-446-0001  www.winnetkahistory.org   whsinfo@winnetkahistory.org 
  

 
 
Christopher Marx, AICP 
Associate Planner 
Village of Winnetka – Department of Community Development 
510 Green Bay Road 
Winnetka, Illinois 60093 
 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

The Winnetka Historical Society has reviewed Guarino Historic Resources Documentation’s thorough 
research of the property at 1015 Starr. We agree with the assessment that the property has 
architectural significance as a design by John Van Bergen and as an excellent example of the Prairie 
style. In addition, we agree that the property has local historical significance for its association with 
Eugene Rummler, a former Village President.  
 

Sincerely, 

 

      
 

Mary Trieschmann       Meagan McChesney, PhD. 

Executive Director       Curator 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 

 Page 1 

MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: OCTOBER 12, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-21: 1015 STARR ROAD 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On November 2, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish 
the residence and attached garage 1015 Starr Road. Please return any available information regarding 
the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the day on 
Tuesday, October 27, 2020. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email to 
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      
    
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

4-10-1924 Frame residence garage, attached E. Rumander (spelling?) E. Rumander 

6-23-1965 Remodel and make an addition to 
Single Family Residence 

Mr. and Mrs. Manuel C. 
Johnson 

Burgess-Stevens & 
Associates 

8-14-1995 Build a shed Lenore Shapiro  
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1015 Starr – Current Photos 
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12/28/2020 Property Information Report

gis.hpa.state.il.us/hargis/Reports/PropertyInformationReport.aspx?refnum=161044 1/1

       1 / 1+      100%

Property Information Report 

Name / Location 
Significant Name : 

Location : 1015 Starr Rd.

Other Name : 

City : Winnetka

CookCounty : 

PIN : 

 161044HARGIS Ref : FalseVicinity 

Address : 

National Register Evaluation 
None

National Register Information 
None 

Property Information Source 
Survey Date ( s ) 
1971-1975
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PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
 

     

Address: 1015 Starr Road 

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1924   

Construction type: Indiana limestone   

Style: Prairie School  

 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Eugene A. 

and Clara 

Rummler 

1925 – 1954  1926 phone book; 

real estate slip; 

Chicago Tribune 

obituary 

President of the Village of Winnetka from 

1915 to 1917; Village of Winnetka 

Trustee; Chairman of the Winnetka 

Zoning Committee; Chairman of the 

Winnetka Plan Commission in 1943; 

former President of the Board of the 

Winnetka Historical Society; Attorney at 

Rummler, Rummler, and Snow; Chairman 

of the Chicago Association of Commerce 

committee; organizer of the Chicago 

Regional Planning Association  

Michael H. 

and Mary 

Pauly 

1955 – 1965 1956 phone book; 

1965 phone book; 

Chicago Tribune 

obituary 

Dr. Michael Pauly was a longtime dentist 

in Hubbard Woods and served in the Army 

Medical Corps during WWII. Mary Pauly 

was co-chair of the Heart Fund of 

Chicago, the Catholic Woman's Guild and 

the Winnetka Circle, Winnetka Woman's 

Club and garden clubs. 

Manuel C. 

and Gloria 

Johnson 

1965 – 1970  

 

Real estate slips  

James and 

Sandra 

Sneider 

1970 – 1972 Real estate slips; 

Chicago Tribune 

obituary   

 

Alvin R. 

Shapiro 

1972 – 2004 1975 phone book; 

2001 phone book; 

Zillow listing 

 

Benjamin 

Chou 

2004 – 

Present  

Cook County 

Assessor tax appeal 

records 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ON PROPERTY: N/A 

   

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND DESCRIPTION 

OF PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

John Van Bergen  1925; build residence Architectural survey; 1976 

Prairie School Review; 

Highland Park Historical 

Society biography 

Burgess-Stevens & Associates 

(possibly attorney name, not 

the architect) 

Remodel and make an 

addition to single family 

residence  

 

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED:  

Chicago Tribune, Winnetka Talk, property files, ancestry.com, Zillow, Google search, Cook 

County Assessor, phone books 

 

FINDINGS: 

Our research indicates that this property does have architectural significance, as well as historical 

significance on the local level. The original architect of the property was John Van Bergen, a 

prominent architect well-known for his Prairie School designs. Van Bergen was a former 

assistant for Frank Lloyd Wright, who heavily influenced many of Van Bergen’s designs 

(including the property at 1015 Starr). Van Bergen became the last employee Wright ever hired 

to work with him at his Oak Park studio. The property at 1015 Starr is quintessential example of 

Van Bergen’s Prairie School style design, particularly in terms of proportions and in his use of 

stonework on the exterior.  

 

In addition, this property has been home to several prominent and longtime Winnetka residents. 

Most notably, this property was built for Eugene and Clara Rummler. In addition to working as a 

patent attorney at Rummler, Rummler, and Snow in Chicago, Eugene Rummler was an active 

member of the Winnetka community whose work significantly influenced the Village’s 

development throughout the 20th century. Specifically, Rummler was one of the early Presidents 

of the Village, serving in the position from 1915 to 1917. In addition, Rummler was a Village of 

Winnetka Trustee, Chairman of the Winnetka Zoning Committee, Chairman of the Winnetka 

Plan Commission in 1943, and President of the Board of the Winnetka Historical Society.  

 

Date of Research: 10/13/2020 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  
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Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

E. A. RUMMLER, LAWYER, CIVIC LEADER, IS DEAD
Chicago Daily Tribune (1923-1963); Mar 2, 1955; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. B5
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John Van Bergen 
John S. Van Bergen (1885-1969) 

 
Biography 
John Shellette Van Bergen was born in Oak Park, Illinois.  As a young man he worked for an uncle who was a 
speculative residential contractor.  He became interested in architecture, and, through family connections 
was hired as an apprentice by Walter Burley Griffin.  Griffin had worked for Frank Lloyd Wright’s before 
starting his own practice in 1905.  Van Bergen studied for the architecture license examination at the Chicago 
Technical College, and, in 1909, was the last employee hired by Frank Lloyd Wright at his Oak Park Studio. 
Van Bergen was licensed in 1911 and opened his first office in Oak Park. His early projects, mostly in Oak 
Park, were predominantly residential and largely in the style of the Prairie School, which he learned in 
Griffin’s and Wright’s studios. 

For these private homes, his designs expressed the casual side of prairie architecture through his selection of 
material, roof lines, or detailing. 

He did his World War I at Fort Sheridan where he worked on the conversion of existing buildings into 
hospitals.  After his discharge in 1919, he married, settled in Ravinia and resumed his practice.  He lived in 
Highland Park for 26 years and did some of his best work here. His wife, Ruth was the office and business 
manager for the practice. 

Besides raising their two daughters in Highland Park, the Van Bergens were active in the community.  He was 
on the Buildings and Grounds Committee for School District 108, he founded the organization, “The Friends of 
Our Native Landscape” with his neighbor and friend, Jens Jensen and his wife was active in the garden club. 

At the end of the Second World War they sold their home in Highland Park and moved to a rural area in 
Hawthorne Woods; later they moved to Lake Barrington.  His private architectural practice was slowing 
considerably, largely due to the boom of mass produced tract housing that was fueled by the needs of 
returning veteran.  Although this was not Van Bergen’s primary interest, he became in essence, a small 
developer, buying large tracts of land, subdividing and selling the lots, sometimes with a home of his own 
design. 

In 1955 the Van Bergens moved just outside of Santa Barbara, California.  His younger brother and sister, 
whom he had persuaded to move to Highland Park in the Twenties, had already moved to California.  This 
time it was older brother’s John turn to move to be near them. Van Bergen’s architecture practice continued, 
on a diminished scale in California.  Again, he augmented it by subdividing tracts of land for residential 
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development.    Tragedy occurred I n 1964.  His home and studio were destroyed in a wildfire and he lost 
virtually all his drawings and other records of his 44 years as a designer.  They rebuilt their home, but after a 
series of strokes, John Van Bergen died in 1969 at the age of 84. 

Signifcance 
Until recently, Van Bergen has primarily been known as an assistant to Frank Lloyd Wright, and the one who 
was left to wrap up the practice and complete the projects under construction in 1909 when Wright eloped 
with Mamah Cheney.  In recent years there has been a re-evaluation of the Prairie School and Van Bergen’s 
stature as a major architect has emerged. 

Marion Mahoney Griffin, who also worked for Wright at that time, wrote in her autobiography: 

“The enthusiastic and able young men as proved in their later work were doubtless as influential in the office 
later as were these early ones but Wright’s early concentration on publicity and his claims that everybody 
was his disciple had a deadening influence on the Chicago group.” 

The Prairie School is usually thought to have ended before World War 1.  Not true.  Van Bergen continued to 
design in the Prairie Style throughout the 1920’s and well into the Thirties and he did some of his best work 
in this period.  By this time the automobile is a part of suburban life and Van Bergen’s designs started to 
include attached garages.  This is an example of how he strove to keep up with technology and meet his 
clients’ needs 

His house and studio, which he built at 234 Cedar Street in 1920, is a fine example of his approach to the 
prairie style.  Van Bergen and the landscape architect Jens Jensen were neighbors.  The older Jensen became a 
mentor to Van Bergen and collaborated on several projects.  Van Bergen was inspired by Jensen’s love of the 
area’s indigenous prairie setting and he created buildings that were harmonious with their natural 
surroundings. 

Van Bergen designed Braeside School (one of the few Prairie designed schools ever built) in 1927 and an 
addition ten years later.  He regarded it as his masterwork. 

Unlike many important architects, Van Bergen is not known for designing mansions or tall buildings.  Instead 
his best works are schools and a series of modestly sized, single family homes.  His work shows that brilliant, 
innovative design can accompany affordability and livability.  His excellent sense of proportion and use of 
stratified stonework resulted in structures, which are so visually striking that they are often mistaken for the 
work of better known Prairie architects.  The importance of Van Bergen’s work is just beginning to be 
appreciated and Highland Park is fortunate to have so many good examples of his mature style. 
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John Heller Beckman 

John Heller Beckman, 81, a resident of Darien, formerly of Downers Grove and Western Springs, died June 9 after a long struggle with 
Alzheimer's disease.

Mr. Beckman was born in Cumberland, Md. on Jan. 22, 1923, the second of five children, to John M. and Esther Heller Beckman. He was 
valedictorian of his high school class in Cumberland. Following high school, Mr. Beckman served in the Army in Europe during World War 
II. While in the Army, he was granted his first patent for a military equipment design. After the war, he attended Iowa State University on 
the GI Bill and earned a degree in mechanical engineering in 1948.

Mr. Beckman's entire 38-year corporate career was spent with Union Carbide Corp. beginning at Linda Division in New York and 
Indianapolis. He retired from Films Packaging Division in Chicago in 1985, where he had risen to vice president of research and 
development. A prolific researcher and inventor, he was granted more than 30 patents, both within Union Carbide and privately. Some of 
the collaborative research on cryogenics he conducted over 30 years ago at Linde is still cited as the "...single most important cryogenic 
development in the last 50 years," according to Glen McIntosh of "Cold Facts." Other patent areas included water desalination, 
refrigeration and meat processing. Upon retiring, he formed BDC Inc. to continue his research and was granted three more patents.

Survivors include his wife, Julia Kennedy Beckman; his former wife, Lily Knott Beckman; five daughters, Margaret (Frank) Alvarez, 
Kathryn (Michael Notaro) Goldberg, Jeanne (William Barasa) Beckman, Carolyn (Dale Mason) Binkley and Julia R. Beckman; two sons, 
John L. (Sherry) Beckman and James Beckman; two stepsons, Benjamin (Christiane Saade) Blume, Alec (Gina Taylor) Blume; one 
stepdaughter, Eileen (James) Gavin; nine grandchildren; seven step-grandchildren; two sisters, Mary Jane (the late Leo) Rice and 
Beverly (Calvin) Lauder; and two brothers, Daniel (Eva) Beckman and Michael (Alma Jean) Beckman.

A celebration of Mr. Beckman's life will be held at 2 p.m. on Monday, June 21 at the Unitarian Church of Hinsdale, 17 W. Maple in 
Hinsdale.

Memorials to Rush University Medical Center, Alzheimer's Disease Research, Office of Philanthropy and Communications, 1700 W. Van 
Buren, Suite 250, Chicago IL 60612; or to the Unitarian Church of Hinsdale, Equal Access Fund, 17 W. Maple, Hinsdale IL 60521.

Robert H. Blanchard

Robert H. Blanchard, 70, a longtime resident of Northbrook, died Friday, June 11, in Evanston Hospital.

Mr. Blanchard was born July 13, 1933 in Maryville, Mo. He held a bachelor's degree from Kansas University and a master's degree in 
business administration from Harvard University. He was a longtime banker, mostly with 1st National Bank of Chicago. He was on the 
board of the North Shore Senior Center, a member of the Glen View Club and a longtime member of The Village Presbyterian Church in 
Northbrook.

Survivors include his wife, Mary (nee Eversull); two sons, Robert (Le Anh) of Northbrook and John (Liz) of Northfield; a daughter, Liz 
(Tony) Forchetti of Northbrook; and eight grandchildren, Claire, Henry, J.B., Tommy, Matt, Annie, A.J. and Matt.

Memorial services were held Tuesday, June 15, at The Village Presbyterian Church in Northbrook. Interment was private.

Memorials to The Village Presbyterian Church, 1300 Shermer Road, Northbrook IL 60062-4577 or The Salvation Army, 5040 N. Pulaski 
Road, Chicago IL 60630.

J. Milton Edelstein

J. Milton Edelstein, 90, a former resident of Glencoe, Wilmette and Northbrook, died May 20 in his home in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. after 
several years of declining health.

Mr. Edelstein was born in Utica, N.Y. on May 30, 1913. He entered Syracuse University on an athletic scholarship, suffered a football 
injury and earned a bachelors of administration degree from New York State College of Teachers in Albany, N.Y. While in college he 
booked bands, including performances, for Paul Whiteman's orchestra. For a short time during the Depression, Mr. Edelstein helped his 
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She is predeceased by her husband, Hamilton Moses, Jr.

Interment was at Christ Church in Winnetka.

Mary Naghten Pauly

Mary Naghten Pauly, a resident of Winnetka, died June 11 in her home.

Mrs. Pauly was born in Chicago and was a homemaker. She was an active member of Sacred Heart and Sts. Faith, Hope and Charity 
churches. She was co-chair of the Heart Fund of Chicago, the Catholic Woman's Guild and the Winnetka Circle, Winnetka Woman's Club 
and garden clubs. Throughout her life she loved to garden, bowl and play bridge.

Survivors include her husband of 69 years, Michael Henry Pauly of Winnetka; her daughter, Pamela Pauly; her son, James N. (Sandra) 
Pauly; and her grandchildren, David Pauly of Albuquerque, N.M., James Pauly of Chicago and Christopher (Marija) Pauly of Chicago.

She is predeceased by two sisters, Nancy (Robert N.) Graham and Virginia N. (Bernard) Donnelly; and one brother, John A. Naghten.

Services were held on Wednesday, June 16 at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Winnetka.

Interment was private at Calvary Cemetery.

Memorials to ADOPT, 420 Industrial Drive, Naperville IL 60563.

Record: 320282-1
Copyright: Copyright 2004, Winnetka Talk, Pioneer Press. All rights reserved. REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED.
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Death Notice: DR. MICHAEL HENRY PAULY JR.  
Publication info: Chicago Tribune ; Chicago, Ill. [Chicago, Ill]06 Nov 2007: 7.
 

ProQuest document link
 

  
ABSTRACT (ABSTRACT)  
Dr. [Michael Henry Pauly Jr.] served in the Army Medical Corps during WWII. Throughout his life, Michael enjoyed

playing golf, and was a competitive tennis player winning many Chicago tournaments in his early years. 

   
 
FULL TEXT 
Dr. Michael Henry Pauly Jr., a life long Winnetka resident, died in his home on Saturday the 3rd of November, 2007. 

  

Dr. Pauly was born in Chicago June 11, 1906. 

  

He was preceded in death by his wife of 69 years, Mary Naghten Pauly. 

  

He is survived by his two children, daughter, Pamela and son, James (Sandra); three grandchildren, David of

Albuquerque, NM, James of Chicago and Christopher (Marija) of Chicago; and two great-grandchildren, Luke and

Mark. 

  

Michael was a beloved dentist for over 50 years in Hubbard Woods, and volunteered over the years at many

facilities including Saint Mary's of the Lake Catholic Seminary and Children's Memorial Hospital. 

  

Michael was a member of numerous organizations including the American Dental Association, the Illinois Dental

Society and the Chicago Dental Society. 

  

He attended Loyola Academy Class of 1924, and then went to University of Illinois Dental School. 

  

Dr. Pauly served in the Army Medical Corps during WWII. Throughout his life, Michael enjoyed playing golf, and was

a competitive tennis player winning many Chicago tournaments in his early years. 

  

Funeral Mass will be held Friday, Nov. 9, 10 a.m. at Sacred Heart Church, 1077 Tower Road, Winnetka, IL. In lieu of

flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Loyola Academy Scholarship Fund, 1100 Laramie Ave., Wilmette,

IL 60091. 

  

Arrangements byWm. H. Scott Funeral Home, 847-251-8200. 

  

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries 

  

*** 

  

This is a paid death notice. 
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Spencer Ewing residence, Bloomington, Illinois.

In Bloomington, Illinois Jen Jensen introduced

Van Bergen to the Spencer Ewings who had com-

missioned Jensen to landscape their new and as yet

undesigned house. They subsequently retained Van

Bergen to design a complementary residence, and

while the first design was rejected as too elaborate,

the second design was built in 1920.41 The lower

floor of this home, similar in plan to the large Van

Bergen houses of the first decade, is clad up to the

second floor sill line in rough-cut limestone. Rather

than stucco above the stonework, Van Bergen used

glazed mosaic ceramic tiles of random size and

pattern. The cornice and concealed gutters are

decorated with a continuous carved pattern, a sort •

of prairie egg and dart device. The natural tones

blend quietly into Jensen's meadow and vista to the

prairie pool at the rear of the deep site.

Van Bergen began three school complexes to-

wards the end of his second decade of practice. Two

of them are alike and both bear a loose resemblance

to the 1915 Rogers farm residence project. In 1927

Van Bergen began construction of the Braeside

School just a few blocks from his Ravinia home on

the edge of a steep and twisting ravine. The front

elevation of the building is low, two story, and

symmetrical. In the rear, however, the grade drops

away and the facade becomes asymmetric and four

stories in height. The workshops, auditorium, and

gymnasium located on the rear elevation open

directly onto the ravine through unusually tall and

wide windows. The front of the school has the by

now typical buff stucco above the limestone base

20

41 Interview by the author with the current owners of the

Ewing residence. MVB interview.

Detail of entry, Spencer Ewing residence. The batter of
the walls, the mosaic tile band at the second floor, and the
continuous decorative pattern on the cornice-gutter are visible.

while the rear is composed entirely of limestone. It

is dominated by a chimney mass which rises from

the ravine floor to above the top ridge line without

interruption. Complementary additions were made

to the building by Van Bergen in 19'30 and again in

1934.

The year after the Braeside school' was under

way, planning for the Chicago Junior School was

begun for a sixty acre site near Elgin, Illinois.

Loosely affiliated with the Christian Science Church

as a boarding school for underprivileged city chil-

dren, it involved Van Bergen until 1950 and even-

tually provided facilities for one hundred students.

All of the buildings were designed by Van Bergen

with the help of Lawrence Buck and remain faithful

to the prairie naturalism. To a certain extent differ-

ent parts of this complex remind one alternately of

Wright's designs at Spring Green and the Griffin

work at Rock Csest] Rock Glen. A superintendent's

residence office and a classroom building were the

first completed in 1929 and the fieldhouse was

occupied in 1937. Over the following years a dining

hall and kitchen, classroom and administration

building, and four dormitory buildings were added.

On this project Van Bergen states that he paid

particular attention to the site plan and landscaping

of the gently rolling and wooded grounds, but J ens

Jensen has also been credited with the grounds of

the Chicago Junior School.O
I

A few of the many residential designs of these

42 MVB and Masterson interviews and Chicago Junior

School Publications, Jensen may also have been involved with

the Barbara and C. R. Erwin residences in Kenilworth and the'

Richard- Cluever residence of 1915 in Maywood, Illinois.

----------~~----~-----------
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The Braeside School, Highland Park, Illinois. The sym-
metrical front elevation gives no indication that the rear
facade drops into the ravine behind and becomesfour-
storiesin Might.

years should be noted in passing. Not many are as

lavish in materials or finishing as the 1926 C. R.

Erwin residence. The feeling is totally different in

the home Erwin built for his daughter adjoining his

own home in 1927. Van Bergen used white horizon-

tal board and battens on a design which otherwise

Tbe C. R. Erwin residence, Kenilworth, Illinois. This
home is quite formal on the interior and Van Bergen
considered it one of his most lavish designs. Jens Jensen
may have had some hand in the landscaping of this home
as well as that of Erwin's daughter's home next door.

21
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The Harold Klock residence, Hinsdale, Illinois. Here
Van Bergen has used stratified limestone exclusiuelyand
while it is somewhat more naturalistic theIII the Prairie
School, it is excellentlv de/flilet/.

would have complemented the father's house. More

typical are the designs of the 1925 Wilson Kline

residence, Van Bergen's own home and studio of

1927, the 1925 E. A. Rummier residence, and the

1940 Harold Klock residence.O The last is perhaps

the most satisfying of the homes of the middle

period.

A tour through Van Bergen homes indicates his

careful attention to all the small details which make

43 Van Bergen has suggested a date of c.1950 for this

building.

.. ,
-s,

a building exceptional. He was mindful of upkeep

and often used only exterior wood stains that

required little care and no painting. He. invented

helpful gimmicks such as through the.wall 'window

box waterers', special builtin furniture such as a

dresser opening into both the bedroom and the

adjacent bathroorn.s+ and an interior casement

44 Masterson and MVB interviews. The window box water-

er may be found at the Ewing residence and the dresser at Van,

Bergen's Barrington Hills residence.

The front facade of the Wilson Kline house, built in
1925. is symetrical and formal. It has a basic similarity

• to Wright's Winslow house oj 1893.

22
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E. A. Rummier residence, Winnetka, Illinois. A typical
residentiai design from Van Bergen's middle years.

screen lock for which he lost the patent to a large

window manufacturer.O Van Bergen often designed

furniture for his residences and especially did so for

his own stuido-residences throughout the years.46

As Van Bergen's practice was always small, he

never had a large staff helping him. During busy

times he would have at the most two part time

draftsrnen.v? He often found the same resistance to

his designs as did Wright, for the Highland Park

banks in several instances would not advance the

full loan amount on his designs. To help offset this

situation, Van Bergen occasionally and unethically

served as his own general contractor, charging a flat

ten-percent fee for the entire design-build pack-

age.48

Van Bergen lost several good commissions dur-

ing his. career. Among these were the Com-

45 Van Bergen's invention of this lock enabled one to open,

close, lockv or unlock an exterior casement window from the

.interior without removing the window screen.

46 Masterson interview.

47 Charles Ellwood worked for Van Bergen until the Oak

Park office was closed in 1918. He rendered many of the early

designed.illustrated in The Westem Architect. Ellwood even-

tually moved to Minneapolis, Minnesota where he built a

residence that Van Bergen designed during his first decade.

\

Law!('i~ce Buck, a friend and architect from Ravinia worked

furV~ during 1925 to 19ra~Charlesriraste'rWn:'

\..wnaremalned in contact with the Van Bergens, worked off

~nd on with Van Bergen from 1922 to 1955. In addition E. E.

Roberts helped OUt in the office during the Oak Park years

and John's brother Frank was often recruited to help in the

drafting room.

48 Masterson interview.
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24

Van Bergen 5 own house in California where he
lived until his death in 1969. Photo bv Van Bergen.

monwealth Edison substations, the Crow Island

School in Highland Park, and St. Michael's Episco-

pal Church in Barrington.v?

Van Bergen's architecture radically changed after

1950 once he had relocated first to Hawthorn

Woods, later to Barrington Hills, and finally in 1955

to Santa Barbara, California. No longer limited by

the relatively small lots of the north suburbs, his

house plans were free to spread out across the

flatlands as rambling, one story designs with flat

roofs and concrete floors with radiant heating.~O In

effect he forsook the stylistic devices of his prairie

naturalism and substituted (at this late date) the

details and forms of the International Style. While

49 Interviews by the author with Mrs. Van Bergen, Charles

Masterson, and Mr. Edward Dart.

50 Van Bergen also used ponded roofs to eliminate down-

spout problems and to achieve the crisp uncluttered look

required by his chaste new style.

he continued to use stratified limestone he more

often employed white stucco or common brick

exclusively on his exteriors with punched openings

and unadorned surfaces.

With his health weakened during the last two

'decades of his career, Van Bergen's output slowed.

From 1950 to 1969 he produced only fifteen

designs, done after he had relocated to California.

Hopefully this study will bring the work of John

Van Bergen into better focus. Since he was almost

alone in working in the prairie style in the Chicago

area from 1910 to 1950, his work has been isolated

and consequently overlooked. While the early years

have received some attention, it is the unrecognized

prolific middle years that are of great credit to this

loner.

William Mohan residence, Barrington Hills, Illinois. This
design is typical of the late work of John Van Bergen. The
bouse in a series of interconnected c~bes strings out along
the crest of the hill and overlooks the flatlands to the west.
The opposite elevation turns in upon itself and forms an
entry courtyard.
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SNEIDER, JAMES ROMAN  
Publication info: Chicago Tribune ; Chicago, Ill. [Chicago, Ill]18 Aug 2005: 11.
 

ProQuest document link
 

  
ABSTRACT (ABSTRACT)  
James Roman Sneider, born in Fremont, Ohio on June 2, 1936 to Walter and Bertha Sneider; dear brother to

Patricia (Robert) Schumm, Dr. Thomas (Judy) Sneider, the late Richard (Delores) Sneider and Frederick Sneider. In

1954 Jim left Ohio to attend Loyola University in Chicago. His uncle, the late Rev. Roman Weltin, S.J. who was on

the faculty of St. Ignatius High School, found housing for Jim at St. Ignatius Parish in Rogers Park in a room above

the gymnasium. In return for room and board, Jim served the clergy their meals. Jim was a member of Pi Alpha

Lambda Fraternity. Many of those friendships still remained until the last day of his life. While attending Loyola,

Jim met and later married his wife, Sandra. They married in 1962, 43 years ago while he was attending night school

at Loyola Law School. His greatest legacy is his children: Mark (Kristin) Sneider, Susan (John) Joyce and Diana

(David) O'Brien. 

   
 
FULL TEXT 
James Roman Sneider, born in Fremont, Ohio on June 2, 1936 to Walter and Bertha Sneider; dear brother to

Patricia (Robert) Schumm, Dr. Thomas (Judy) Sneider, the late Richard (Delores) Sneider and Frederick Sneider. In

1954 Jim left Ohio to attend Loyola University in Chicago. His uncle, the late Rev. Roman Weltin, S.J. who was on

the faculty of St. Ignatius High School, found housing for Jim at St. Ignatius Parish in Rogers Park in a room above

the gymnasium. In return for room and board, Jim served the clergy their meals. Jim was a member of Pi Alpha

Lambda Fraternity. Many of those friendships still remained until the last day of his life. While attending Loyola,

Jim met and later married his wife, Sandra. They married in 1962, 43 years ago while he was attending night school

at Loyola Law School. His greatest legacy is his children: Mark (Kristin) Sneider, Susan (John) Joyce and Diana

(David) O'Brien. He will be truly missed by his eight grandchildren, Alex, Davis and Megan Sneider, Jack, Joe and

Jamie Joyce, and Julia and Patrick O'Brien. His practice of law for 37 years introduced him to many wonderful

people who he remained friends with throughout his life. His focus was mainly on Real Estate and Franchise Law.

He represented Century 21 Northern Illinois, the Village of Niles, Hispanic Housing Development Corporation,

Barnaby's Restaurants, the Comptroller of Illinois, the Cook County Public Guardian, the Cook County Department

of Registration and Education, and was Special Assistant to the Attorney General of Illinois. Jim also represented

many successful small businessmen. Jim was a Director at Labe Savings and Loan, serving as a board member

and loan officer for close to 30 years. Jim's love of life, love of the Democratic Party, love of the Cubs, and love of

his family and friends will always be remembered. It is a tremendous loss to lose someone so young and so

special to so many people. He was a great Dad, a great Husband, a great Grandpa "Pappa", and a great friend. We'll

miss his enthusiasm for life. He fought a brave and courageous fight against his lung cancer. He never complained

or felt sorry for himself. Whenever someone would be sympathetic towards him, he would say, "You play the cards

that are dealt to you". His strong religious upbringing gave him this strength. We wanted him here longer and he,

too, wanted to be here, at least a little while longer, but only with quality to his being. We will miss you, Jim. Jim

passed away at home, Monday, Aug. 15, 2005. Visitation Thursday 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Donnellan Family Funeral

Home, 10045 Skokie Blvd. at Old Orchard Road, Skokie. Funeral Mass on Friday at 9:30 a.m. at SS. Faith, Hope

&Charity, 191 Linden Street, Winnetka. Interment Memorial Park Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be

made in care of Dr. Philip Bonomi for his lung cancer research, 1700 W. Van Buren, Suite 250, Chicago, IL 60612.
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Zillow.com, accessed 10/13/2020 

4 bd4 ba4,000 sqft 

1015 Starr Rd, Winnetka, IL 60093 

• Home value 

Zestimate 

$1,489,487 

ZESTIMATE RANGE 

$1.28M - $1.65M 

LAST 30 DAY CHANGE 

+$34,513 (+2.4 %) 

This 4000 square foot single family home has 4 bedrooms and 4.0 bathrooms. This 

home is located at 1015 Starr Rd, Winnetka, IL 60093. 

Price and tax history 

Price history 

DATE EVENT PRICE 
 

3/18/2004 Sold $1,550,000 Date: 3/18/2004, Event: Sold, 

Price: $1,550,000 (0%) 

Source: Public Record 

$/sqft: $388/sqft   
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Proposed demolition and construction schedule 

for 1015 Starr Winnetka, IL 

 

 

Date:  November 1, 2020 

 

1. Approval of architectural drawings:                           01/01/21 

 

2. Demolition:                                                                 01/15/21 

 

3. Excavation:                                                                 01/30/21 

 

4. Foundation:                                                                 01/10/21 

 

5. Rough Carpentry:                                                        02/05/21 

 

6. Roof:                                                                           03/25/21 

 

7. Masonry:                                                                     04/15/21 

 

8. Rough-in electrical, heating, plumbing:                      06/10/21 

 

9. Insulation:                                                                    07/20/21 

 

10. Drywall:                                                                     08/01/21 

 

11. Finish carpentry, flooring:                                         08/30/21 

 

12. Panting, tile:                                                               09/15/21 

 

13. Trim plumbing, heating, electrical:                            10/10/21 

 

14. Landscaping, driveway:                                              11/30/21    
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