
 

 
 

LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION VIRTUAL MEETING AGENDA  
 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2020 - 7:00 PM 
 

In accordance with social distancing requirements and Governor Pritzker’s Executive Order 2020-59 and Senate 
Bill 2135, the Winnetka Landmark Preservation Commission meeting on Monday, November 2, 2020 will be 
held virtually.  The meeting will be livestreamed via the Zoom platform.  In accordance with Public Act 101-
0640, at least one representative from the Village will be present at Village Hall Council Chambers, 510 Green 
Bay Road, Winnetka, IL, and the virtual meeting will be simulcast at Village Hall for members of the public 
who do not wish to view the virtual meeting from another location.  Pursuant to Executive Order 2020-59 
issued by the Governor, the number of people who may gather at Village Hall for the meeting is limited due to 
the mandated social distancing guidelines.  Accordingly, the opportunity to view the virtual meeting at Village 
Hall is available on a “first come, first-served” basis. 
 
The public has the following two options for virtually observing and participating during this virtual Landmark 
Preservation Commission meeting, including the ability to provide testimony or comments.  Persons wishing 
to participate are strongly encouraged (but not required) to complete the Sign-In form found at 
www.villageofwinnetka.org/meetingsignin.  
 

1) Telephone (audio only). Call: 312-626-6799; when prompted enter the Webinar ID:  9497 337 0930 
(Please note there is no additional password or attendee ID required.)  

2) Livestream (both audio and video feed). Download the Zoom meetings app to your smart phone, 
tablet or computer, and then join Webinar ID:  9497 337 0930; Event Password:  LPC110220 

 

If you wish to provide testimony or comments prior to the meeting, you may provide them one of three ways: 
 

1) By sending an email to planning@winnetka.org; 

2) By sending a letter to Community Development Department, Village of Winnetka, 510 Green Bay 
Road, Winnetka, IL  60093, or 

3) By leaving a voice mail message at the phone number 847-716-3524. All voicemail messages will be 
transcribed into a written format. 

 
All comments received prior to the posting of the agenda packet will be included in the agenda packet.  All 
comments received after the agenda packet has been posted and received by 6:00 PM the day of the meeting 
will be read at the meeting by staff.  Such public comment is limited to 200 words or less and should identify 
both (1) the subject of the comment being offered (such as property address or case number of the agenda 
item) and (2) the full name of the individual providing the comments.  In addition, you may wish to include 
your street address, phone number, and the name of the organization or agency you represent, if applicable.  
 
General comments for matters not on the agenda will be read at the end of the meeting under Public Comment. 
Comments specific to a particular agenda item will be read during the discussion of that agenda item.  
 
All emails received will be acknowledged either during or after the meeting, depending on when they are 
received. 
 
Persons seeking additional information concerning  any of the applications, accessing the virtual meetings, or 
requesting alternative means to provide testimony or public comment are directed to email inquiries to 
planning@winnetka.org or by calling 847-716-3587. 

 

http://www.villageofwinnetka.org/meetingsignin
mailto:planning@winnetka.org
mailto:planning@winnetka.org


LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION REGULAR VIRTUAL MEETING AGENDA  
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2020 - 7:00 PM 

 
AGENDA ITEMS 

 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call. 
 
2. Introductory Remarks Regarding Conduct of Virtual Meeting. 

 
3. Approval of Minutes - September 21, 2020. 

 
4. Approval of Minutes – October 5, 2020. 

 
5. Case No. 20-21-LPC – 1015 Starr Road:  Review of the demolition permit application 

submitted for the single-family residence at 1015 Starr Road.     
 

6. Case No. 20-22-LPC – 1423 Asbury Avenue:  Review of the demolition permit application 
submitted for the single-family residence at 1423 Asbury Avenue. 

 
7. Case No. 20-19-LPC – 644 Pine Lane:  Review of the Historical Architectural Impact Study 

(HAIS) for the single-family residence at 644 Pine Lane. 
 

8. Case No. 20-20-LPC – 636 Garland Avenue:  Review of Review of the Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) for the single-family residence at 636 Garland Avenue. 

 
9. Other Business. 

a. December 7, 2020 Meeting - Quorum check 

 
10. Public Comment. 

 
11. Adjournment 
 
Note:  Public comment is permitted on all agenda items. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE 
 

All agenda materials are available at www.villageofwinnetka.org/agendacenter . 
 

The Village of Winnetka, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, requests that all persons with 
disabilities, who require certain accommodations to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting or 
have questions about the accessibility of the meeting or facilities contact the Village ADA Coordinator at 510 Green 
Bay Road, Winnetka, Illinois 60093, (Telephone (847) 716-3543; T.D.D. (847) 501-6041). 

http://www.villageofwinnetka.org/agendacenter


 

LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 1 
SEPTEMBER 21, 2020 MEETING MINUTES 2 

 3 
Members Present:                                Louise Holland, Chairperson 4 

Katie Comstock  5 
Chris Enck 6 
Laura Good 7 
Beth Ann Papoutsis     8 
Joseph Stuart 9 
Paul Weaver 10 

  11 
Non-Voting Member Present:            Jack Coladarci  12 
 13 
Members Absent:                                 None   14 
  15 
Village Staff:                                        David Schoon, Director of Community Development  16 

Brian Norkus, Assistant Director of Community Development  17 
Christopher Marx, Associate Planner 18 

  19 
Call to Order:  20 
Chairperson Holland called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  21 
 22 
Introductory Remarks Regarding Conduct of Virtual Meeting.  23 
Chairperson Holland read the Oral Declaration into the record.  24 
 25 
Roll Call: 26 
Mr. Marx took roll call of the Commission Members present.  27 
 28 
Approval of August 3, 2020 Minutes: 29 
Chairperson Holland asked for a motion to approval the August 3, 2020 meeting minutes. A motion was made by 30 
Ms. Papoutsis and seconded by Mr. Stuart to approve the August 3, 2020 minutes. No comments were made at 31 
this time. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 7 to 0: 32 
AYES:  Comstock, Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 33 
NAYS: None  34 
 35 
TEARDOWNS- 36 
Case No. 20-17: 885 Private Road: Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the single family 37 
residence at 885 Private Road. 38 
Mr. Norkus allowed the applicant into the meeting. Mr. Marx stated the request is for the demolition of 885 39 
Private Road or if an HAIS would be required. He described the location of the property, size and zoning 40 
classification of the property and surrounding properties. Mr. Marx stated the front porch was enclosed in 1970 41 
and stated no one of significance lived in the home. He noted the Historical Society found the property did not 42 
have historical or architectural significance.  43 
 44 
Vu Trieu of North Shore Development Group stated they plan to build a 7,000 square foot single family residence. 45 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any questions. Ms. Comstock asked if the new home would be a spec 46 
home and the style of the home. Mr. Trieu described the new home as transactional stucco style home. Mr. Enck 47 
asked if the home was listed on the market. Mr. Trieu responded the home was listed privately on the MLS and the 48 
home was in the middle of an addition when the owner decided not to finish the project. Mr. Enck asked if he is 49 
working on other spec homes in the community. Mr. Trieu responded this is his first project in Winnetka and he 50 
has done several homes on the North Shore. Ms. Good asked if how he found out about the home if it was listed 51 
privately on the MLS and Mr. Trieu responded it was on the private network. Ms. Good also stated the new home 52 
would be very large and asked if a home that size would affect the neighbors on either side. Mr. Trieu stated there 53 
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are a lot of large homes on Private Road and it would fit in the neighborhood. Ms. Comstock stated the new home 1 
would be more than double in size. Mr. Stuart asked if they planned to save the old mature trees and Mr. Trieu 2 
confirmed that is correct. No additional questions were raised at this time.  3 
 4 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any comments from the public. Mr. Norkus noted there are several 5 
members of the public he would allow into the meeting. He asked John Roundtree and Richard Birmingham for any 6 
comments. No comments were made at this time. Mr. Norkus confirmed that concluded public comment for this 7 
matter.  8 
 9 
Ms. Comstock stated the street is very narrow and the construction would be very disruptive. Chairperson Holland 10 
stated the Community Development Department handled previous construction on the street very well. She asked 11 
for a motion for an HAIS or to allow demolition. Chairperson Holland moved in accordance with Section 15.52.040, 12 
the building and property is not of sufficient architectural or historic merit to warrant an HAIS and the demolition 13 
may proceed without delay. Ms. Comstock seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously 14 
passed, 7 to 0: 15 
AYES:  Comstock, Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 16 
NAYS: None  17 
 18 
Case No. 20-18: 460 Ash Street: Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the single family 19 
residence at 460 Ash Street. 20 
Mr. Marx stated the application submitted by 460 Ash LLC who is represented by Jon Kogan is with regard to 21 
whether an HAIS would be required or if demolition would be allowed to proceed. He identified photos of the 22 
home and described the property, location and its zoning classification. Mr. Marx stated there was no certain date 23 
of construction and no alterations to the property other than a dormer in 1983 and basement changes. He noted 24 
the original architect is unclear and the Historical Society stated the property does not have architectural or 25 
historical significance. Mr. Marx added since there was no date of construction, there is no way to tell if there were 26 
other alterations to the home.  27 
 28 
Mr. Norkus allowed Tom Dennis of Agate Builders into the meeting representing the applicant. Chairperson 29 
Holland referred to the western lot line which is the result of a divided lot. Mr. Dennis stated he is not aware of 30 
that and stated they plan to design a 5,800 square foot spec home.   31 
 32 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any questions. Ms. Comstock commented on the proposed front porch for 33 
the home and asked what are the building’s materials. Mr. Dennis responded the home may contain a brick 34 
exterior with a cedar shake roof with the goal to create a large front porch to fit in with the community. Ms. 35 
Comstock asked the builder to adhere to the character of the community since there were no teardowns on the 36 
block.  37 
 38 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other questions. Mr. Enck asked if the home listed on the MLS. Mr. 39 
Dennis responded it was a private sale and may have been an estate sale. Mr. Enck also asked if the entire 5,800 40 
square feet would be done above ground or if the home would have a deep basement. Mr. Dennis responded it 41 
would have a standard basement of 10.5 to 11 feet. Ms. Comstock asked Mr. Dennis what other homes he built in 42 
Winnetka and Mr. Dennis responded 689 Ash Street, 1200 Pine Street as well as a number of other properties on 43 
the North Shore.  44 
 45 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other questions. No additional questions were raised at this time. She 46 
then asked if there were any public comments. Mr. Norkus asked the caller attendees if they had any comments. 47 
No comments were made at this time.  48 
 49 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any additional comments from the Commission. No additional comments 50 
were made at this time. She then moved to state in accordance with Section 15.52.040, the building and/or 51 
property is not of sufficient architectural or historic merit to warrant an HAIS and the demolition may proceed 52 
without delay. Mr. Schoon confirmed Chairperson Holland cannot make the motion but can only entertain a 53 
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motion. A motion was made by Mr. Enck as stated by Chairperson Holland and seconded by Ms. Comstock. A vote 1 
was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 7 to 0: 2 
AYES:  Comstock, Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 3 
NAYS: None 4 
 5 
Case No. 20-19: 644 Pine Street: Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the single family 6 
residence at 644 Pine Street.  7 
Mr. Marx stated the application was submitted by Doug Minahan which owned the trust with the determination of 8 
whether an HAIS is needed or if demolition would be allowed to proceed. He identified photos of the front and 9 
rear of the property and described the property, location and zoning classification. Mr. Marx stated the property 10 
was constructed in 1922 and the original architect was most likely Edwin Clark. He noted the property was also 11 
home to several prominent Chicago residents and other well-known individuals. Mr. Marx then stated the 12 
Historical Society determined the property has architectural or historical significance related to the residents and 13 
architect. Mr. Norkus allowed Doug Minahan into the meeting.  14 
 15 
Doug Minahan informed the Commission they purchased the home last month noting the home had been 16 
marketed for a couple of years and the new home may be consistent with the existing home. Chairperson Holland 17 
asked if there were any questions. Mr. Weaver asked Mr. Minahan if he discussed modifying the home with an 18 
architect. Mr. Minahan responded they did and determined the home was not livable for today’s family and 19 
described the outdated features of the home. Mr. Enck asked Mr. Minahan if rehab would be more expensive than 20 
tearing the home down. Mr. Minahan confirmed that is correct and stated they discussed it with new build and 21 
rehab architects. He also stated they have not done any other construction in Winnetka and have built homes in 22 
Wilmette. Chairperson Holland referred to the importance of an Edwin Clark home to the Village and stated there 23 
are ways to modernize and revise these types of homes as opposed to tearing them down.  24 
 25 
Mr. Enck asked Mr. Minahan what drew his family to Pine Lane. Mr. Minahan responded they are familiar with 26 
Winnetka and they wanted a larger lot. Mr. Stuart asked Mr. Minahan if they considered open lots and Mr. 27 
Minahan responded they looked at a lot of options. Mr. Enck referred to several examples over the years of large 28 
homes which are different from the way families live today and described great examples where owners had 29 
successful results in rehabbing homes which received awards from the Village. He suggested discussing rehab with 30 
the right architect along with financial incentives which apply to the property. Ms. Comstock also asked Mr. 31 
Minahan to consider rehabbing the home on behalf of the Commission. Chairperson Holland identified other 32 
buildings designed by Edwin Clark and stated the Commission would be sad to see this home torn down.  33 
 34 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other comments from the Commission or the public. Mr. Norkus 35 
asked several callers if there was any comment. No comments were made at this time. Ms. Papoutsis reiterated 36 
the Commission Members’ comments that they are sad the Edwin Clark home would be demolished. She then 37 
stated in connection with the challenges of rehabbing a home, she asked Mr. Minahan to consider renovating the 38 
home and to use the list of trades people and architects to be compiled by the Village. Ms. Good agreed with all of 39 
the comments made and referred to the architectural continuity of the project which had additions done by Edwin 40 
Clark over time. She then stated updating electrical and plumbing for the home would not be as prohibitively 41 
expensive or difficult as Mr. Minahan thought and asked him to reconsider. Ms. Good then moved to request an 42 
HAIS.  43 
 44 
Chairperson Holland read the following statement: “The Commission finds that based upon the preliminary 45 
property history study, Historical Society comments and other information, comments or evidence received by the 46 
Commission at its preliminary review, that the building and/or property is of sufficient historic or architectural 47 
merit to warrant an HAIS prior to issuance of the demolition permit.” She then stated the Commission reached its 48 
conclusion based upon the criteria she read from page 3 of the agenda report meeting criteria no. 4. Ms. Good 49 
moved to approve the motion as stated and seconded by Mr. Weaver. A vote was taken and the motion 50 
unanimously passed, 7 to 0: 51 
AYES:  Comstock, Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 52 
NAYS: None  53 
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 1 
Case No. 20-20: 636 Garland Avenue: Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the single family 2 
residence at 636 Garland Avenue. 3 
Mr. Marx stated the property is owned by a trust and is under contract for purchase by Matthew Havey. He 4 
identified photos of the home and described its location and zoning classification. Mr. Marx stated the home was 5 
constructed in approximately 1924 by prominent architect, William Aitkin, and has prominent Georgian Revival 6 
features and was occupied by several notable residents he identified. He stated Historical Society research 7 
indicated the property has historical and architectural significance relating to the architect and its residents. Mr. 8 
Marx noted a bay window was added in 1986.  9 
 10 
Mr. Norkus allowed Matthew Havey and his wife into the meeting. Chairperson Holland asked if there were any 11 
questions. Ms. Good asked Mr. Havey what drew him to the property and Mr. Havey responded the home’s 12 
location and lot size. He added he grew up in the area and looked in the area for a while. Mr. Havey also stated 13 
they asked their broker to inform them if the home went up for sale after the fire. Ms. Good asked what are the 14 
plans for the new home. Mr. Havey responded they are working with a builder and architect and the home would 15 
be a traditional, symmetrical home measuring approximately 4,000-5,000 square feet. He stated with regard to 16 
setbacks, the current home has a driveway on the east side and they planned to have an attached garage and 17 
adhere to the setbacks. Mr. Havey also stated they are considering cedar or brick for the home’s exterior. Mr. Enck 18 
asked if they considered rehabbing the home after the fire. Mr. Havey responded they considered that first but 19 
there is expensive smoke and water damage. He stated they were advised by their builder and others that 20 
remediation and mold abatement would be extremely expensive. Mr. Havey stated their architect primarily built 21 
new homes and that he is experienced with commercial construction projects and he works for a real estate 22 
development firm. Mr. Enck stated it would be a shame to lose 100 years of architectural character on the street in 23 
favor of new construction and Mr. Havey agreed.  24 
 25 
Chairperson Holland stated the press reported it was a minor fire. Mr. Havey stated a full 360 video tour of the 26 
home was submitted to the Commission to show the extent of the damage which is evident when you open the 27 
door.  28 
 29 
Mr. Norkus allowed Jack Kruszewski and Max Kruszewski of Foxwood Development into the meeting to provide 30 
information with regard to the existing structure. Mr. Kruszewski stated photos of the home were submitted with 31 
the application noting the entire east side of the home was directly impacted with the west side impacted by 32 
smoke and water damage as well as mold. Mr. Marx confirmed photos were sent to the Commission on Friday.  33 
 34 
Ms. Good noted for the record the loss of another William Aitkin home a few months ago. Mr. Schoon provided 35 
photos to the Commission for their review. Mr. Havey noted the home would be under the allowable amount of 36 
FAR for the lot and referred to the link to the 360 view of the home. Mr. Coladarci asked if it would cost more to 37 
gut the home to the shell and rebuild as opposed to new construction. Mr. Kruszewski confirmed that is correct 38 
reiterating the new home would have smaller square footage. Mr. Havey confirmed he was the only family 39 
member allowed in the home since the damage was so bad and he only toured the first floor.  40 
 41 
Chairperson Holland stated the former owners were relatives of Mr. Boatman and asked Mr. Havey if there were 42 
any plans of the existing home. Mr. Havey responded they would check into it. He noted multiple offers were 43 
received for the home and the family determined they did not think the other buyers were credible due to the 44 
extent of the home’s damage. Mr. Coladarci asked when the photos were taken. Mr. Havey informed the 45 
Commission the family sold the home to them knowing it was their intent to demolish it. Mr. Kruszewski stated the 46 
photos were taken right after the fire and the home deteriorated further since then.  47 
 48 
Mr. Enck asked Mr. Havey if they considered buying a new home or if their intent was always to tear down and 49 
build a new home. Mr. Havey responded 95% of the homes they looked at over the last year were existing homes 50 
and they were open to new construction if the right property came along. Ms. Good referred to the other bidders’ 51 
intent to rebuild as opposed to demolish and stated the family may not have had the knowledge to make the 52 
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determination that the home had the ability to be rehabbed. Mr. Havey stated they were told the only realistic 1 
solution was to tear down the home.  2 
 3 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other questions. She then stated it would be difficult to do an HAIS 4 
due to the home’s damage noting William Aitkin was a prominent architect. Chairperson Holland then asked for a 5 
motion for an HAIS.  6 
 7 
Mr. Norkus first allowed callers into the meeting. Mr. Roundtree began by stating while the home may not be 8 
architecturally important, it is historically important for Winnetka and the Garland Avenue residents. He referred 9 
to information he received from Sue Garland relating to the home as well as for the trees to be maintained with 10 
the new construction together with five others which require maintenance and asked that they be part of the new 11 
plans. Mr. Roundtree then stated with regard to external damage, it did not appear to be as dramatic as the 12 
pictures suggest and referred to the renovation at 660 Garland. He questioned whether it was necessary to 13 
demolish it or if it was possible to augment it and maintain the neighborhood character. Mr. Havey referred to 14 
page 49 of the agenda packet of the Chicago Tribune article noting it is not the same Garland owner as the early 15 
Winnetka founders. He stated they planned to build a home in keeping with the street character and a renovation 16 
similar to 660 Garland would be prohibitively expensive. Mr. Kruszewski informed Mr. Roundtree that the home is 17 
still in the design stage and would be smaller than the existing home.  18 
 19 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other questions. Mr. Coladarci asked if the materials and build would 20 
be close to the current home. Mr. Havey stated they appreciate the real estate value in this area and plan to build 21 
a home which would retain its investment value which would improve the block’s value which is why they chose 22 
Foxwood Development.  23 
 24 
Chairperson Holland stated if the Commission asked for an HAIS using available photos to have documentation of 25 
the structure, she asked Mr. Havey if they would entertain a month delay for demolition. Mr. Havey responded he 26 
would prefer not to since the study findings and photos would only show the damage and the fact the home is 27 
unsalvageable and described it as meaningful money spent when they are trying to save for their family. 28 
Chairperson Holland stated the HAIS cost is de minimus.  29 
 30 
Mr. Norkus allowed Patrick Birmingham into the meeting to comment. Patrick Birmingham stated he lives next 31 
door and informed the Commission a friend considered purchasing the home who considered rehab. He referred 32 
to the side yard setback and commented the home may worth looking into. Mr. Havey confirmed they looked into 33 
rehab. Mr. Norkus then allowed Ryan Clark into the meeting and asked if there were any comments. No comments 34 
were made at this time. Mr. Norkus confirmed public comment is concluded.  35 
 36 
Ms. Good stated they would set a dangerous precedent to proceed with an HAIS based on a result of affordability 37 
and ability to pay for the study and it should relate to whether the home qualified for it. Mr. Coladarci referred to 38 
the difficulty in creating an HAIS on the damaged home and asked if it made sense to require it if enough 39 
information is not obtained from it. Chairperson Holland referred to the safety of an historian gaining access to the 40 
home and attempting to perform the study. She agreed that cost is not an issue for the Commission to debate. Mr. 41 
Enck stated the 3-D walkthrough can be used by the historian. Chairperson Holland confirmed the Commission 42 
wanted documentation for the home although the home is damaged.  43 
 44 
Chairperson Holland then asked for a motion for either an HAIS or demolition without delay. Mr. Enck moved to 45 
request an HAIS based on the Historical Society’s comments and based on criteria no. 4. Ms. Good seconded the 46 
motion. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 7 to 0: 47 
AYES:  Comstock, Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 48 
NAYS: None  49 
 50 
Mr. Marx stated the applicants would be provided information for those who have provided past HAIS reports to 51 
the Village. Chairperson Holland explained the HAIS process to the applicants.  52 
 53 
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Other Business: 1 
a. October 5, 2020 Meeting – Quorum Check. 2 

The Commission Members discussed their availability.  3 
 4 
Public Comment: 5 
No additional public comment was made at this time. 6 
 7 
ADJOURNMENT: 8 
A motion was made by Mr. Weaver and seconded by Ms. Comstock to adjourn. A vote was taken and the motion 9 
unanimously passed, 7 to 0: 10 
AYES:  Comstock, Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 11 
NAYS: None  12 
 13 
The meeting adjourned at 9:08 p.m.  14 
 15 
Respectfully submitted, 16 
 17 
Antionette Johnson 18 
Recording Secretary  19 



 

LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 1 
OCTOBER 5, 2020 MEETING MINUTES 2 

 3 
Members Present:                                Louise Holland, Chairperson 4 

Chris Enck 5 
Laura Good 6 
Beth Ann Papoutsis     7 
Joseph Stuart 8 
Paul Weaver 9 

  10 
Non-Voting Member Present:            Jack Coladarci  11 
 12 
Members Absent:                                 Katie Comstock  13 
  14 
Village Staff:                                        David Schoon, Director of Community Development 15 
      Kirsten Kazenas, Assistant Village Manager 16 

Christopher Marx, Associate Planner 17 
 18 
Village Attorney:     Benjamin Schuster 19 
  20 
Call to Order & Roll Call: 21 
Chairperson Holland called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  22 
  23 
Introductory Remarks Regarding Conduct of Virtual Meeting. 24 
Chairperson Holland read the Oral Declaration into the record.  25 
 26 
Case No. 20-16: 1180 Oakley Avenue: Review of the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) submitted for 27 
the single family residence at 1180 Oakley Avenue. 28 
 29 
Mr. Marx noted that the Commission decided an HAIS was necessary for the demolition application at their August 30 
3 meeting by a vote of 5-0. He identified photos of the property in the PowerPoint presentation and described 31 
details of the property.  32 
 33 
Susan Benjamin and Jeanne Sylvester introduced themselves as the authors of the HAIS and reported their 34 
findings. They described the original architects of the building as Kocher & Larson and the distinctive 35 
Mediterranean Revival style of architecture. They briefly identified the notable inhabitants of the house. They 36 
detailed the interior features of the house and made note of the wood bannister and wrought-iron balusters on 37 
the stairways. They also described the context of the neighborhood with the other houses on the block which 38 
included Colonial Revival and Arts & Crafts style housing.   They noted that the property was historically and 39 
architecturally significant as summarized in the HAIS. Susan Benjamin of Benjamin Certifications provided a 40 
summary of the HAIS to the Commission as follows: “The house has historical significance because of its 41 
association with many distinguished owners, and it has architectural significance because of being such an 42 
excellent and unaltered example of Mediterranean Revival architecture. Despite its numerous owners, and at least 43 
one renter, residents didn’t make detrimental changes to the building and the significant areas of the house are as 44 
intact as they were in 1921, when 1180 Oakley was designed. The only historic photograph found, in a real estate 45 
listing from the 1940s, shows that the front façade of 1180 Oakley has not been altered at all. This is also true of 46 
the interior public spaces - the front stair vestibule, the living room and the dining room. The detailing - from 47 
crown moldings, to doors and windows, to hardware, to the elegantly ornamented stair balustrade - is 48 
extraordinary. Because the significance of the house is reflected in its front facade and its relationship to the 49 
street, removing the house would have an irreversible impact on the cohesiveness of the neighborhood. The most 50 
important interior features are all found in the major public spaces facing Oakley Avenue. Preservation of the front 51 
of the house, with these spaces, would retain the building’s significance and its relationship with the street. A 52 
compromise, as an alternative to demolition, could include building an addition to the rear of the house with the 53 
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re-use of the south elevation French doors, fanlight windows, and second story Diocletian window. The new 1 
owners would receive more livable space and the significant historic architectural features would remain intact. A 2 
rear addition that accommodates the functional needs of the new owners and retains the most significant historic 3 
features of the major public spaces at the front of the house could well qualify for an Illinois Property Tax 4 
Assessment Freeze, which would result in considerable property tax savings for the homeowners, while preserving 5 
the unaltered historic character of the house.” 6 
 7 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any comments or questions for Susan Benjamin and Jeanne Sylvester. 8 
Several members asked the consultants about details of the report and the house.  9 
 10 
Mr. Stuart commented that it’s is a beautiful historic street with a very special feeling because all the homes look 11 
original to the design of the block. He also said the block has good proportions.  He pointed out there isn't a single 12 
teardown on the street and he knows people that have restored their homes while leaving the exteriors intact.  He 13 
said to Mr. Marzec that the Subject Property is one with very special rounded windows all in a row. He said walks 14 
down the street occasionally and noted that 1160 Oakley was recently restored. He noted it as a Seyfarth designed 15 
home.  He reiterated that he hoped Mr. Marzec would consider restoring the home.  16 
 17 
The applicant and owner of the property, Mr. Krzysztof Marzec, was given a chance to speak. Mr. Marzec 18 
explained he was looking forward to settling into the neighborhood and was strongly considering a major 19 
renovation rather than full demolition. Laura Good asked if had given strong consideration to the neighborhood 20 
context and how the fits with the surrounding environment. She also brought up the prospect of a future 21 
preservation award if Mr. Marzec were to preserve the house.   22 
 23 
Ms. Good commented on the significance of the home to the block and the Village as well as the benefits of having 24 
a landmarked home. Ms. Good asked Mr. Marzec to consider the property rights of the other homeowners on that 25 
block. Mr. Marzec stated he understood how aware the Commission is on both sides of the issue.  26 
 27 
Chairperson Holland stated the Village would send to Mr. Marzec the catalog of the Village’s landmarks to show 28 
the efforts made to maintain significant homes. Mr. Marx noted several comments were included as Attachment G 29 
of the agenda report and no other additional comments were received since then. Mr. Schoon confirmed there are 30 
five people in attendance. Ms. Kazenas allowed Jackie McLaughlin into the meeting who had no comment. She 31 
allowed Paul and Meg Sullivan, 1160 Oakley, into the meeting.  32 
 33 
Paul Sullivan stated they submitted an email of their comments. Mr. Marx confirmed they did not receive his 34 
email. Mr. Sullivan stated his comments echoed the comments made in terms of what drew them to move to the 35 
neighborhood which related to the vintage homes and charm of the street. He stated they chose to restore their 36 
home as opposed to building new construction and asked Mr. Marzec to consider restoration which would help 37 
retain the character and aesthetic of the street. Ms. Kazenas allowed Claudine Gerbel, 1181 Oakley, into the 38 
meeting. Ms. Gerbel agreed with the comments made and agreed it is what drew them to the neighborhood. She 39 
noted their home was built in 1916 and they restored their home which was important for the block’s integrity. 40 
Ms. Kazenas allowed Kathryn M. into the meeting. Kathryn M., 1189 Oakley, thanked the applicant for producing 41 
the HAIS and agreed with the comments made. She noted their home was built in 1910 and the previous owners 42 
restored the home to today’s standards. Kathryn also stated she would appreciate the effort to keep the home. 43 
Ms. Kazenas allowed Peter Eck, 957 Euclid, into the meeting. Peter Eck stated he echoed the comments made and 44 
noted they are in the process of renovating their 99 year old home. He agreed it is a beautiful property and 45 
appreciated the thoughtful discussion regarding it. Ms. Kazenas confirmed there are no other callers in attendance.  46 
 47 
Chairperson Holland stated the Commission now has to vote on approval of the demolition application or to issue 48 
a delay after deliberation. She asked if there were any other comments. No comments were made at this time. 49 
Chairperson Holland then read the findings the Commission is to consider. She stated the Commission agreed the 50 
HAIS is very complete. Chairperson Holland then asked for a motion that the HAIS is complete and the building or 51 
structure is considered to be historically or architecturally significant and referred to the standards on page 3 of 52 
the agenda report.  53 



October 5, 2020  Page 3 

 1 
Ms. Good moved that the Commission found the HAIS to be complete and it met several of the criteria specifically 2 
noting the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design along with criteria nos. 2 and 3 with the last 3 
criteria being not applicable. She then stated based upon these findings, the demolition must be delayed for a 4 
period of 60 days in order to explore alternatives to demolition. Ms. Good commented she hoped alternatives 5 
would be accomplished during the delay and a thoughtful final decision would be made. She also referred to a 6 
neighbor who submitted a letter asking for a delay in connection with construction. Ms. Papoutsis seconded the 7 
motion. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed: 8 
AYES:  Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver  9 
NAYS:  None  10 
NON-VOTING: Coladarci  11 
 12 
Training Session Regarding the Conduct of Meetings. 13 
Mr. Schoon stated the training session would focus on the demolition permit process and described the 14 
Commission’s powers and duties and items which would require resources approved by the Village Council. He 15 
then described roles and involvement of the PC, ZBA, DRB and EFC in the plan review process. Mr. Schoon then 16 
stated when the Commission is presented with issues relating storm water management and tree preservation, 17 
those are predominately handled at the staff level.  18 
 19 
Mr. Schoon then outlined the two steps in the demolition review process including whether the property has 20 
architectural or historical significance requiring an HAIS with the most common being there is sufficient merit 21 
warranting an HAIS. He stated staff provided wording for recommendations in the staff report and at the end of 22 
the discussion, a motion can be made to require an HAIS as outlined on page 3 of the staff report or a motion to 23 
find the site does not have sufficient merit to warrant an HAIS and a demolition can be issued without delay. Mr. 24 
Schoon stated the wording for motions can be prepared and included in the agenda report to assist the 25 
Commission in being more succinct.  26 
 27 
Mr. Schoon then outlined the process the Commission considers for properties including a preliminary property 28 
history review and information from the Historical Society. He stated for this meeting, the goal is to determine if 29 
there is sufficient information to warrant further exploration and confirmation that a property is architecturally or 30 
historically significant requiring an HAIS. He referred to the questions the Commission typically raised in the 31 
process including whether the property is historically or architecturally significant and asking the applicant their 32 
plans for the plans, how long was it listed, whether it would have a deep basement, etc. Mr. Schoon suggested the 33 
Commission think about the questions being focused on the property’s historical and architectural significance, 34 
plans for the property and how an applicant can be convinced to preserve the home and for any questions beyond 35 
that scope, they should be prefaced as curious questions noting they went beyond the Commission’s purview.  He 36 
then asked for any comments.  37 
 38 
Mr. Weaver stated the Commission has few tools to do anything and described the Commission as being in a tough 39 
position of trying to save homes in the community with the Village having lax rules in terms of the ability to take 40 
down homes. He commented Mr. Schoon raised good points but the Commission is frustrated with the amount of 41 
demolitions. Mr. Schoon agreed with Mr. Weaver and described the last meeting as a good example of the 42 
Commission asking the applicant to identify their needs and why the home cannot be reused. He noted the 43 
Commission’s only tool is to ask an applicant to reconsider for 60 days and referred to tonight’s application which 44 
included neighbors’ testimony. Mr. Schoon then stated the issues being raised by the Commission are important 45 
but are outside of their purview and suggested the Commission focus on items within their purview.  46 
 47 
Mr. Coladarci asked if they received complaints about the demolition review process and Mr. Schoon responded 48 
although some complaints are made regarding the tone of the conversations, this is the Village staff’s observation. 49 
Mr. Coladarci referred to subsection (b) on page 8 of the agenda packet and questioned who has final approval of 50 
a demolition permit. Mr. Schuster stated it is an administrative decision to make sure all of the requirements have 51 
been met including review by this Commission. Mr. Coladarci referred to the caucus question regarding the 52 
amount of teardowns and to slow the process down and the inability of the Commission to stop the process. Mr. 53 



October 5, 2020  Page 4 

Schuster stated Mr. Schoon described it correctly and responded the question is how does the Commission 1 
sharpen the tools they do have and the Commission’s mission can be honed by focusing on what they are trying to 2 
do such as consideration of the home’s architectural features and educating the neighbors. He then stated for the 3 
Commission to get into asking questions beyond its purview such as storm water which do not relate to the 4 
historical nature of the property, they do not serve to hone in on the points which help the Commission 5 
accomplish their mission. Mr. Schuster added there is also a legal issue such as the carrying costs for delaying the 6 
process by 60 days. Mr. Coladarci stated a strong argument was made for preservation with tonight's’ application 7 
without bringing up issues such as storm water. He referred to the Village staff complaining the Commission is 8 
making their jobs harder and he is not suggesting the Commission do anything illegal but they are attempting to 9 
protect property and preserve the look of the Village.  10 
 11 
Mr. Schoon confirmed that is not the case and noted the staff issues the demolition permit and the Commission is 12 
to determine whether or not the property is historically or architectural significant and whether a delay should be 13 
issued for the demolition permit. He then identified the other permits which need to be taken care of before a 14 
demolition permit is issued. Mr. Schoon also stated according to the code, a demolition can be delayed for other 15 
reasons which he identified. Mudroom Coladarci agreed the Village staff is doing an excellent job and the 16 
Commission’s job is to protect the Village’s historic nature with the tools they have.  17 
 18 
Ms. Holland agreed the Commission did not have the tools they need and referred to the matrix put together by 19 
Ms. Papoutsis. She identified the attempts the Commission has made to increase awareness with regard to 20 
preservation and education. Ms. Holland also stated the 60 day delay is not enough especially for developers 21 
compared to that of other villages. She then described the one success they had in asking an applicant to save the 22 
façade of a home on Whitebridge Hill.  Ms. Holland added she hoped Mr. Marzec can find an architect to work with 23 
the home as opposed to tearing it down. She also referred to the Commission’s attempts to discuss the matter 24 
with President Rintz. Ms. Holland described the situation as frustrating and stated nothing can be done without 25 
changes to the ordinance.  26 
 27 
Mr. Schoon informed the Commission the staff understood their frustration and the purpose of the discussion is to 28 
go over training and the Commission’s authority and duties as has been done with the other Boards and 29 
Commissions. He then referred to the actions taken by the Commission at tonight’s meeting. Mr. Schoon then 30 
stated Mr. Schuster would discuss the legal issues with regard to the conduct of meetings.  31 
 32 
Mr. Schuster then referred to his PowerPoint presentation where he discussed three topics including the Open 33 
Meetings Act (“OMA”), procedures for conducting meetings and the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”). He 34 
noted a challenge can be made if compliance is not made with the law. Mr. Schuster then identified the definition 35 
of the OMA which includes gatherings where there is a quorum where matters of the public body are discussed. 36 
He indicated a violation of OMA also includes “replying to all” in emails resulting in an unintended meeting. Mr. 37 
Schuster then identified the rules for the OMA which went into the effect as a result of the pandemic. He stated 38 
the OMA required an agenda and outlined the rules. Mr. Schuster also stated the OMA required the opportunity 39 
for public comment. Mr. Schuster noted the OMA required training of the Commission and identified the legal 40 
ramifications for noncompliance.  41 
 42 
Mr. Schuster identified the procedures for conducting meetings including a vote being required as well as 43 
identifying the rules governing the meeting. He noted in accordance with the Robert’s Rules of Order, he identified 44 
the rules regarding motions. He then asked if there were any questions. No questions were raised at this time.  45 
 46 
Mr. Schuster then stated the last item related to the FOIA and identified the factors relating to FOIA such as public 47 
records including paper files, electronic communication, etc. He referred to the 2013 case of City of Champaign v. 48 
Madigan where emails were sent internally during a meeting and which were determined to be a matter of public 49 
record. Mr. Schuster advised the Commission Members to be careful what is put into messages in the event it is 50 
made public. He then identified the penalties involved with FOIA violations. Mr. Schuster asked if there were any 51 
questions.  52 
 53 
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Mr. Coladarci and Mr. Enck raised instances of discussion between two Commission Members and Mr. Schuster 1 
stated for the Commission to only be concerned with items which may be coming up on the agenda. He informed 2 
the Commission a demolition application coming before the Commission is not a public hearing and they can 3 
suggest that those people wanting to talk attend the meeting. Mr. Schuster also stated for those Commission 4 
Members serving on other bodies, you are not speaking on behalf of that body but individually. He informed the 5 
Commission to contact him or Mr. Schoon with additional questions.  6 
 7 
Other Business. 8 

a. November 2, 2020 Meeting – Quorum Check. 9 
The Commission Members confirmed their availability. 10 
 11 
Public Comment 12 
Mr. Schoon confirmed there are no members of the public in the room to comment. Chairperson Holland referred 13 
to the discussion years ago in an attempt to disband the Commission.  14 
 15 
Adjournment: 16 
A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Weaver and seconded by Mr. Enck. A vote was taken and the motion 17 
unanimously passed: 18 
AYES:  Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver  19 
NAYS:  None  20 
NON-VOTING: Coladarci  21 
 22 
The meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.  23 
 24 
Respectfully submitted, 25 
 26 
Antionette Johnson 27 
Recording Secretary 28 



  

 

 
   

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 

 Page 1 

MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: OCTOBER 27, 2020 

SUBJECT:  1015 STARR ROAD - DEMOLITION PERMIT (CASE NO. 20-21-LPC)  

 
INTRODUCTION  

Meeting Date November 2, 2020 

Commission Action Preliminary historical and architectural review to determine 
if a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary 
or if a demolition permit can be issued without delay. 

Property Address 1015 Starr Road (See Attachment A – Aerial Map) 

Property Owner 1015 Starr, LLC 

Application Submitted by 1015 Starr, LLC – Represented by Jon Kogan (See Attachment 
D – Application Materials) 

Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed 

Public Comments as of Date of Memo None 

  

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION  

Size 0.43 acres 

Location North side of Starr Road between Rosewood Avenue and 
Locust Street 

Improvements Single-family residence with attached garage 

Zoning R-3 Single Family Residential 

Surrounding Zoning R-3 Single Family Residential 

  

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society Report 

Constructed 1924 

Additional Construction Activity 1965 – Remodel and construct an addition to single family 
residence; 1995 – Build a shed 

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS)  The WHS research indicates that there is both architectural 
and historical significance for the Subject Property. The 
original architect, John Van Bergen, was a prominent 
architect of the Prairie School style and an understudy of 
Frank Lloyd Wright. A historical resident was a former Village 
President and Trustee name Eugene Rummler.  

• Historical Significance • Residents 

• Eugene and Clara Rummler, Eugene was a patent 
attorney at Rummler, Rummler, and Snow in Chicago, 
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and an active member of Winnetka community 
whose work significantly influenced the Village’s 
development throughout the 20th century. 
Specifically, Rummler was one of the early Presidents 
of the Village, serving in the position from 1915 to 
1917, in addition to serving as a Trustee and 
Chairman of the Zoning Committee. 

• Architectural Significance John Van Bergen was a former assistant of Frank Lloyd Wright 
and prominent architect well-known for his Prairie School 
designs. Van Bergen was the last employee Wright ever hired 
to work at Wright’s Oak Park studio. The Subject Property is 
a quintessential example of Van Bergen’s Prairie School style 
design, particularly in terms of proportions and in his use of 
stonework on the exterior.  

  

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY  

Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes 
on Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley) 

None 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and 
noise impacts in the neighborhood. 

 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact 
Study Required or (2) Demolition Without Delay. 

 
Historical Architectural Impact Study Required 
 
The Commission finds that based upon the (1) preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the LPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.    The Commission reached 
its conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria [Commission would 
note which criteria is met]: 

1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 
15.64 of the Village Code; 

2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation; 

3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic places; a 

4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit. 
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Demolition Without Delay 
 
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village 
Code that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to 
warrant a Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may 
proceed without delay.  

 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment B:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment C:  Historical Society Research 
Attachment D:  Application Materials 



ATTACHMENT A
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: OCTOBER 12, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-21: 1015 STARR ROAD 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On November 2, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish 
the residence and attached garage 1015 Starr Road. Please return any available information regarding 
the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the day on 
Tuesday, October 27, 2020. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email to 
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      
    
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

4-10-1924 Frame residence garage, attached E. Rumander (spelling?) E. Rumander 

6-23-1965 Remodel and make an addition to 
Single Family Residence 

Mr. and Mrs. Manuel C. 
Johnson 

Burgess-Stevens & 
Associates 

8-14-1995 Build a shed Lenore Shapiro  

 
 

 

 

ATTACHMENT B





1015 Starr – Current Photos 

 

 
 

 



 

PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
 

     

Address: 1015 Starr Road 

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1924   

Construction type: Indiana limestone   

Style: Prairie School  

 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Eugene A. 

and Clara 

Rummler 

1925 – 1954  1926 phone book; 

real estate slip; 

Chicago Tribune 

obituary 

President of the Village of Winnetka from 

1915 to 1917; Village of Winnetka 

Trustee; Chairman of the Winnetka 

Zoning Committee; Chairman of the 

Winnetka Plan Commission in 1943; 

former President of the Board of the 

Winnetka Historical Society; Attorney at 

Rummler, Rummler, and Snow; Chairman 

of the Chicago Association of Commerce 

committee; organizer of the Chicago 

Regional Planning Association  

Michael H. 

and Mary 

Pauly 

1955 – 1965 1956 phone book; 

1965 phone book; 

Chicago Tribune 

obituary 

Dr. Michael Pauly was a longtime dentist 

in Hubbard Woods and served in the Army 

Medical Corps during WWII. Mary Pauly 

was co-chair of the Heart Fund of 

Chicago, the Catholic Woman's Guild and 

the Winnetka Circle, Winnetka Woman's 

Club and garden clubs. 

Manuel C. 

and Gloria 

Johnson 

1965 – 1970  

 

Real estate slips  

James and 

Sandra 

Sneider 

1970 – 1972 Real estate slips; 

Chicago Tribune 

obituary   

 

Alvin R. 

Shapiro 

1972 – 2004 1975 phone book; 

2001 phone book; 

Zillow listing 

 

Benjamin 

Chou 

2004 – 

Present  

Cook County 

Assessor tax appeal 

records 

 

ATTACHMENT C



 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ON PROPERTY: N/A 

   

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND DESCRIPTION 

OF PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

John Van Bergen  1925; build residence Architectural survey; 1976 

Prairie School Review; 

Highland Park Historical 

Society biography 

Burgess-Stevens & Associates 

(possibly attorney name, not 

the architect) 

Remodel and make an 

addition to single family 

residence  

 

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED:  

Chicago Tribune, Winnetka Talk, property files, ancestry.com, Zillow, Google search, Cook 

County Assessor, phone books 

 

FINDINGS: 

Our research indicates that this property does have architectural significance, as well as historical 

significance on the local level. The original architect of the property was John Van Bergen, a 

prominent architect well-known for his Prairie School designs. Van Bergen was a former 

assistant for Frank Lloyd Wright, who heavily influenced many of Van Bergen’s designs 

(including the property at 1015 Starr). Van Bergen became the last employee Wright ever hired 

to work with him at his Oak Park studio. The property at 1015 Starr is quintessential example of 

Van Bergen’s Prairie School style design, particularly in terms of proportions and in his use of 

stonework on the exterior.  

 

In addition, this property has been home to several prominent and longtime Winnetka residents. 

Most notably, this property was built for Eugene and Clara Rummler. In addition to working as a 

patent attorney at Rummler, Rummler, and Snow in Chicago, Eugene Rummler was an active 

member of the Winnetka community whose work significantly influenced the Village’s 

development throughout the 20th century. Specifically, Rummler was one of the early Presidents 

of the Village, serving in the position from 1915 to 1917. In addition, Rummler was a Village of 

Winnetka Trustee, Chairman of the Winnetka Zoning Committee, Chairman of the Winnetka 

Plan Commission in 1943, and President of the Board of the Winnetka Historical Society.  

 

Date of Research: 10/13/2020 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  
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E. A. RUMMLER, LAWYER, CIVIC LEADER, IS DEAD
Chicago Daily Tribune (1923-1963); Mar 2, 1955; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. B5



 

John Van Bergen 
John S. Van Bergen (1885-1969) 

 
Biography 
John Shellette Van Bergen was born in Oak Park, Illinois.  As a young man he worked for an uncle who was a 
speculative residential contractor.  He became interested in architecture, and, through family connections 
was hired as an apprentice by Walter Burley Griffin.  Griffin had worked for Frank Lloyd Wright’s before 
starting his own practice in 1905.  Van Bergen studied for the architecture license examination at the Chicago 
Technical College, and, in 1909, was the last employee hired by Frank Lloyd Wright at his Oak Park Studio. 
Van Bergen was licensed in 1911 and opened his first office in Oak Park. His early projects, mostly in Oak 
Park, were predominantly residential and largely in the style of the Prairie School, which he learned in 
Griffin’s and Wright’s studios. 

For these private homes, his designs expressed the casual side of prairie architecture through his selection of 
material, roof lines, or detailing. 

He did his World War I at Fort Sheridan where he worked on the conversion of existing buildings into 
hospitals.  After his discharge in 1919, he married, settled in Ravinia and resumed his practice.  He lived in 
Highland Park for 26 years and did some of his best work here. His wife, Ruth was the office and business 
manager for the practice. 

Besides raising their two daughters in Highland Park, the Van Bergens were active in the community.  He was 
on the Buildings and Grounds Committee for School District 108, he founded the organization, “The Friends of 
Our Native Landscape” with his neighbor and friend, Jens Jensen and his wife was active in the garden club. 

At the end of the Second World War they sold their home in Highland Park and moved to a rural area in 
Hawthorne Woods; later they moved to Lake Barrington.  His private architectural practice was slowing 
considerably, largely due to the boom of mass produced tract housing that was fueled by the needs of 
returning veteran.  Although this was not Van Bergen’s primary interest, he became in essence, a small 
developer, buying large tracts of land, subdividing and selling the lots, sometimes with a home of his own 
design. 

In 1955 the Van Bergens moved just outside of Santa Barbara, California.  His younger brother and sister, 
whom he had persuaded to move to Highland Park in the Twenties, had already moved to California.  This 
time it was older brother’s John turn to move to be near them. Van Bergen’s architecture practice continued, 
on a diminished scale in California.  Again, he augmented it by subdividing tracts of land for residential 

https://highlandparkhistory.com/
https://highlandparkhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/jsvb1.jpg


development.    Tragedy occurred I n 1964.  His home and studio were destroyed in a wildfire and he lost 
virtually all his drawings and other records of his 44 years as a designer.  They rebuilt their home, but after a 
series of strokes, John Van Bergen died in 1969 at the age of 84. 

Signifcance 
Until recently, Van Bergen has primarily been known as an assistant to Frank Lloyd Wright, and the one who 
was left to wrap up the practice and complete the projects under construction in 1909 when Wright eloped 
with Mamah Cheney.  In recent years there has been a re-evaluation of the Prairie School and Van Bergen’s 
stature as a major architect has emerged. 

Marion Mahoney Griffin, who also worked for Wright at that time, wrote in her autobiography: 

“The enthusiastic and able young men as proved in their later work were doubtless as influential in the office 
later as were these early ones but Wright’s early concentration on publicity and his claims that everybody 
was his disciple had a deadening influence on the Chicago group.” 

The Prairie School is usually thought to have ended before World War 1.  Not true.  Van Bergen continued to 
design in the Prairie Style throughout the 1920’s and well into the Thirties and he did some of his best work 
in this period.  By this time the automobile is a part of suburban life and Van Bergen’s designs started to 
include attached garages.  This is an example of how he strove to keep up with technology and meet his 
clients’ needs 

His house and studio, which he built at 234 Cedar Street in 1920, is a fine example of his approach to the 
prairie style.  Van Bergen and the landscape architect Jens Jensen were neighbors.  The older Jensen became a 
mentor to Van Bergen and collaborated on several projects.  Van Bergen was inspired by Jensen’s love of the 
area’s indigenous prairie setting and he created buildings that were harmonious with their natural 
surroundings. 

Van Bergen designed Braeside School (one of the few Prairie designed schools ever built) in 1927 and an 
addition ten years later.  He regarded it as his masterwork. 

Unlike many important architects, Van Bergen is not known for designing mansions or tall buildings.  Instead 
his best works are schools and a series of modestly sized, single family homes.  His work shows that brilliant, 
innovative design can accompany affordability and livability.  His excellent sense of proportion and use of 
stratified stonework resulted in structures, which are so visually striking that they are often mistaken for the 
work of better known Prairie architects.  The importance of Van Bergen’s work is just beginning to be 
appreciated and Highland Park is fortunate to have so many good examples of his mature style. 
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OBITUARIES
Winnetka Talk (IL) - June 17, 2004
Section: Obituaries
Page: 177
Correction:  Correction/Clarification: An obituary in the June 17 print edition mistakenly stated Lisa Marie Franke, a 32-year-old Northfield 
resident, had died. The submitted notice was incorrect and Franke is alive. Pioneer Press regrets the error. June 22, 2004
Readability: 9-12 grade level (Lexile: 1120)

John Heller Beckman 

John Heller Beckman, 81, a resident of Darien, formerly of Downers Grove and Western Springs, died June 9 after a long struggle with 
Alzheimer's disease.

Mr. Beckman was born in Cumberland, Md. on Jan. 22, 1923, the second of five children, to John M. and Esther Heller Beckman. He was 
valedictorian of his high school class in Cumberland. Following high school, Mr. Beckman served in the Army in Europe during World War 
II. While in the Army, he was granted his first patent for a military equipment design. After the war, he attended Iowa State University on 
the GI Bill and earned a degree in mechanical engineering in 1948.

Mr. Beckman's entire 38-year corporate career was spent with Union Carbide Corp. beginning at Linda Division in New York and 
Indianapolis. He retired from Films Packaging Division in Chicago in 1985, where he had risen to vice president of research and 
development. A prolific researcher and inventor, he was granted more than 30 patents, both within Union Carbide and privately. Some of 
the collaborative research on cryogenics he conducted over 30 years ago at Linde is still cited as the "...single most important cryogenic 
development in the last 50 years," according to Glen McIntosh of "Cold Facts." Other patent areas included water desalination, 
refrigeration and meat processing. Upon retiring, he formed BDC Inc. to continue his research and was granted three more patents.

Survivors include his wife, Julia Kennedy Beckman; his former wife, Lily Knott Beckman; five daughters, Margaret (Frank) Alvarez, 
Kathryn (Michael Notaro) Goldberg, Jeanne (William Barasa) Beckman, Carolyn (Dale Mason) Binkley and Julia R. Beckman; two sons, 
John L. (Sherry) Beckman and James Beckman; two stepsons, Benjamin (Christiane Saade) Blume, Alec (Gina Taylor) Blume; one 
stepdaughter, Eileen (James) Gavin; nine grandchildren; seven step-grandchildren; two sisters, Mary Jane (the late Leo) Rice and 
Beverly (Calvin) Lauder; and two brothers, Daniel (Eva) Beckman and Michael (Alma Jean) Beckman.

A celebration of Mr. Beckman's life will be held at 2 p.m. on Monday, June 21 at the Unitarian Church of Hinsdale, 17 W. Maple in 
Hinsdale.

Memorials to Rush University Medical Center, Alzheimer's Disease Research, Office of Philanthropy and Communications, 1700 W. Van 
Buren, Suite 250, Chicago IL 60612; or to the Unitarian Church of Hinsdale, Equal Access Fund, 17 W. Maple, Hinsdale IL 60521.

Robert H. Blanchard

Robert H. Blanchard, 70, a longtime resident of Northbrook, died Friday, June 11, in Evanston Hospital.

Mr. Blanchard was born July 13, 1933 in Maryville, Mo. He held a bachelor's degree from Kansas University and a master's degree in 
business administration from Harvard University. He was a longtime banker, mostly with 1st National Bank of Chicago. He was on the 
board of the North Shore Senior Center, a member of the Glen View Club and a longtime member of The Village Presbyterian Church in 
Northbrook.

Survivors include his wife, Mary (nee Eversull); two sons, Robert (Le Anh) of Northbrook and John (Liz) of Northfield; a daughter, Liz 
(Tony) Forchetti of Northbrook; and eight grandchildren, Claire, Henry, J.B., Tommy, Matt, Annie, A.J. and Matt.

Memorial services were held Tuesday, June 15, at The Village Presbyterian Church in Northbrook. Interment was private.

Memorials to The Village Presbyterian Church, 1300 Shermer Road, Northbrook IL 60062-4577 or The Salvation Army, 5040 N. Pulaski 
Road, Chicago IL 60630.

J. Milton Edelstein

J. Milton Edelstein, 90, a former resident of Glencoe, Wilmette and Northbrook, died May 20 in his home in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. after 
several years of declining health.

Mr. Edelstein was born in Utica, N.Y. on May 30, 1913. He entered Syracuse University on an athletic scholarship, suffered a football 
injury and earned a bachelors of administration degree from New York State College of Teachers in Albany, N.Y. While in college he 
booked bands, including performances, for Paul Whiteman's orchestra. For a short time during the Depression, Mr. Edelstein helped his 

https://infoweb.newsbank.com/


She is predeceased by her husband, Hamilton Moses, Jr.

Interment was at Christ Church in Winnetka.

Mary Naghten Pauly

Mary Naghten Pauly, a resident of Winnetka, died June 11 in her home.

Mrs. Pauly was born in Chicago and was a homemaker. She was an active member of Sacred Heart and Sts. Faith, Hope and Charity 
churches. She was co-chair of the Heart Fund of Chicago, the Catholic Woman's Guild and the Winnetka Circle, Winnetka Woman's Club 
and garden clubs. Throughout her life she loved to garden, bowl and play bridge.

Survivors include her husband of 69 years, Michael Henry Pauly of Winnetka; her daughter, Pamela Pauly; her son, James N. (Sandra) 
Pauly; and her grandchildren, David Pauly of Albuquerque, N.M., James Pauly of Chicago and Christopher (Marija) Pauly of Chicago.

She is predeceased by two sisters, Nancy (Robert N.) Graham and Virginia N. (Bernard) Donnelly; and one brother, John A. Naghten.

Services were held on Wednesday, June 16 at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Winnetka.

Interment was private at Calvary Cemetery.

Memorials to ADOPT, 420 Industrial Drive, Naperville IL 60563.

Record: 320282-1
Copyright: Copyright 2004, Winnetka Talk, Pioneer Press. All rights reserved. REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED.



 

Death Notice: DR. MICHAEL HENRY PAULY JR.  
Publication info: Chicago Tribune ; Chicago, Ill. [Chicago, Ill]06 Nov 2007: 7.
 

ProQuest document link
 

  
ABSTRACT (ABSTRACT)  
Dr. [Michael Henry Pauly Jr.] served in the Army Medical Corps during WWII. Throughout his life, Michael enjoyed

playing golf, and was a competitive tennis player winning many Chicago tournaments in his early years. 

   
 
FULL TEXT 
Dr. Michael Henry Pauly Jr., a life long Winnetka resident, died in his home on Saturday the 3rd of November, 2007. 

  

Dr. Pauly was born in Chicago June 11, 1906. 

  

He was preceded in death by his wife of 69 years, Mary Naghten Pauly. 

  

He is survived by his two children, daughter, Pamela and son, James (Sandra); three grandchildren, David of

Albuquerque, NM, James of Chicago and Christopher (Marija) of Chicago; and two great-grandchildren, Luke and

Mark. 

  

Michael was a beloved dentist for over 50 years in Hubbard Woods, and volunteered over the years at many

facilities including Saint Mary's of the Lake Catholic Seminary and Children's Memorial Hospital. 

  

Michael was a member of numerous organizations including the American Dental Association, the Illinois Dental

Society and the Chicago Dental Society. 

  

He attended Loyola Academy Class of 1924, and then went to University of Illinois Dental School. 

  

Dr. Pauly served in the Army Medical Corps during WWII. Throughout his life, Michael enjoyed playing golf, and was

a competitive tennis player winning many Chicago tournaments in his early years. 

  

Funeral Mass will be held Friday, Nov. 9, 10 a.m. at Sacred Heart Church, 1077 Tower Road, Winnetka, IL. In lieu of

flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Loyola Academy Scholarship Fund, 1100 Laramie Ave., Wilmette,

IL 60091. 

  

Arrangements byWm. H. Scott Funeral Home, 847-251-8200. 

  

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries 

  

*** 

  

This is a paid death notice. 
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Spencer Ewing residence, Bloomington, Illinois.

In Bloomington, Illinois Jen Jensen introduced

Van Bergen to the Spencer Ewings who had com-

missioned Jensen to landscape their new and as yet

undesigned house. They subsequently retained Van

Bergen to design a complementary residence, and

while the first design was rejected as too elaborate,

the second design was built in 1920.41 The lower

floor of this home, similar in plan to the large Van

Bergen houses of the first decade, is clad up to the

second floor sill line in rough-cut limestone. Rather

than stucco above the stonework, Van Bergen used

glazed mosaic ceramic tiles of random size and

pattern. The cornice and concealed gutters are

decorated with a continuous carved pattern, a sort •

of prairie egg and dart device. The natural tones

blend quietly into Jensen's meadow and vista to the

prairie pool at the rear of the deep site.

Van Bergen began three school complexes to-

wards the end of his second decade of practice. Two

of them are alike and both bear a loose resemblance

to the 1915 Rogers farm residence project. In 1927

Van Bergen began construction of the Braeside

School just a few blocks from his Ravinia home on

the edge of a steep and twisting ravine. The front

elevation of the building is low, two story, and

symmetrical. In the rear, however, the grade drops

away and the facade becomes asymmetric and four

stories in height. The workshops, auditorium, and

gymnasium located on the rear elevation open

directly onto the ravine through unusually tall and

wide windows. The front of the school has the by

now typical buff stucco above the limestone base

20

41 Interview by the author with the current owners of the

Ewing residence. MVB interview.

Detail of entry, Spencer Ewing residence. The batter of
the walls, the mosaic tile band at the second floor, and the
continuous decorative pattern on the cornice-gutter are visible.

while the rear is composed entirely of limestone. It

is dominated by a chimney mass which rises from

the ravine floor to above the top ridge line without

interruption. Complementary additions were made

to the building by Van Bergen in 19'30 and again in

1934.

The year after the Braeside school' was under

way, planning for the Chicago Junior School was

begun for a sixty acre site near Elgin, Illinois.

Loosely affiliated with the Christian Science Church

as a boarding school for underprivileged city chil-

dren, it involved Van Bergen until 1950 and even-

tually provided facilities for one hundred students.

All of the buildings were designed by Van Bergen

with the help of Lawrence Buck and remain faithful

to the prairie naturalism. To a certain extent differ-

ent parts of this complex remind one alternately of

Wright's designs at Spring Green and the Griffin

work at Rock Csest] Rock Glen. A superintendent's

residence office and a classroom building were the

first completed in 1929 and the fieldhouse was

occupied in 1937. Over the following years a dining

hall and kitchen, classroom and administration

building, and four dormitory buildings were added.

On this project Van Bergen states that he paid

particular attention to the site plan and landscaping

of the gently rolling and wooded grounds, but J ens

Jensen has also been credited with the grounds of

the Chicago Junior School.O
I

A few of the many residential designs of these

42 MVB and Masterson interviews and Chicago Junior

School Publications, Jensen may also have been involved with

the Barbara and C. R. Erwin residences in Kenilworth and the'

Richard- Cluever residence of 1915 in Maywood, Illinois.

----------~~----~-----------



The Braeside School, Highland Park, Illinois. The sym-
metrical front elevation gives no indication that the rear
facade drops into the ravine behind and becomesfour-
storiesin Might.

years should be noted in passing. Not many are as

lavish in materials or finishing as the 1926 C. R.

Erwin residence. The feeling is totally different in

the home Erwin built for his daughter adjoining his

own home in 1927. Van Bergen used white horizon-

tal board and battens on a design which otherwise

Tbe C. R. Erwin residence, Kenilworth, Illinois. This
home is quite formal on the interior and Van Bergen
considered it one of his most lavish designs. Jens Jensen
may have had some hand in the landscaping of this home
as well as that of Erwin's daughter's home next door.

21



The Harold Klock residence, Hinsdale, Illinois. Here
Van Bergen has used stratified limestone exclusiuely and
while it is somewhat more naturalistic theIII the Prairie
School, it is excellentlv de/flilet/.

would have complemented the father's house. More

typical are the designs of the 1925 Wilson Kline

residence, Van Bergen's own home and studio of

1927, the 1925 E. A. Rummier residence, and the

1940 Harold Klock residence.O The last is perhaps

the most satisfying of the homes of the middle

period.

A tour through Van Bergen homes indicates his

careful attention to all the small details which make

43 Van Bergen has suggested a date of c.1950 for this

building.

.. ,
-s,

a building exceptional. He was mindful of upkeep

and often used only exterior wood stains that

required little care and no painting. He. invented

helpful gimmicks such as through the.wall 'window

box waterers', special builtin furniture such as a

dresser opening into both the bedroom and the

adjacent bathroorn.s+ and an interior casement

44 Masterson and MVB interviews. The window box water-

er may be found at the Ewing residence and the dresser at Van,

Bergen's Barrington Hills residence.

The front facade of the Wilson Kline house, built in
1925. is symetrical and formal. It has a basic similarity

• to Wright's Winslow house oj 1893.
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E. A. Rummier residence, Winnetka, Illinois. A typical
residentiai design from Van Bergen's middle years.

screen lock for which he lost the patent to a large

window manufacturer.O Van Bergen often designed

furniture for his residences and especially did so for

his own stuido-residences throughout the years.46

As Van Bergen's practice was always small, he

never had a large staff helping him. During busy

times he would have at the most two part time

draftsrnen.v? He often found the same resistance to

his designs as did Wright, for the Highland Park

banks in several instances would not advance the

full loan amount on his designs. To help offset this

situation, Van Bergen occasionally and unethically

served as his own general contractor, charging a flat

ten-percent fee for the entire design-build pack-

age.48

Van Bergen lost several good commissions dur-

ing his. career. Among these were the Com-

45 Van Bergen's invention of this lock enabled one to open,

close, lockv or unlock an exterior casement window from the

.interior without removing the window screen.

46 Masterson interview.

47 Charles Ellwood worked for Van Bergen until the Oak

Park office was closed in 1918. He rendered many of the early

designed.illustrated in The Westem Architect. Ellwood even-

tually moved to Minneapolis, Minnesota where he built a

residence that Van Bergen designed during his first decade.

\

Law!('i~ce Buck, a friend and architect from Ravinia worked

furV~ during 1925 to 19ra~Charlesriraste'rWn:'

\..wnaremalned in contact with the Van Bergens, worked off

~nd on with Van Bergen from 1922 to 1955. In addition E. E.

Roberts helped OUt in the office during the Oak Park years

and John's brother Frank was often recruited to help in the

drafting room.

48 Masterson interview.

Handsome and durable library type binders

for your copies of The Prairie School Review.

Binders are covered in brown leatherette with

gold stampings on the cover and backbone.

Single copies can be easily removed if desired.

Binders
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Price: $8.00 each (U.S. Funds)

Address your order, enclosing check
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711 South Dearborn Street

Chicago. Illinois 60605
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tax. (40q: for each binder)
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Van Bergen 5 own house in California where he
lived until his death in 1969. Photo bv Van Bergen.

monwealth Edison substations, the Crow Island

School in Highland Park, and St. Michael's Episco-

pal Church in Barrington.v?

Van Bergen's architecture radically changed after

1950 once he had relocated first to Hawthorn

Woods, later to Barrington Hills, and finally in 1955

to Santa Barbara, California. No longer limited by

the relatively small lots of the north suburbs, his

house plans were free to spread out across the

flatlands as rambling, one story designs with flat

roofs and concrete floors with radiant heating.~O In

effect he forsook the stylistic devices of his prairie

naturalism and substituted (at this late date) the

details and forms of the International Style. While

49 Interviews by the author with Mrs. Van Bergen, Charles

Masterson, and Mr. Edward Dart.

50 Van Bergen also used ponded roofs to eliminate down-

spout problems and to achieve the crisp uncluttered look

required by his chaste new style.

he continued to use stratified limestone he more

often employed white stucco or common brick

exclusively on his exteriors with punched openings

and unadorned surfaces.

With his health weakened during the last two

'decades of his career, Van Bergen's output slowed.

From 1950 to 1969 he produced only fifteen

designs, done after he had relocated to California.

Hopefully this study will bring the work of John

Van Bergen into better focus. Since he was almost

alone in working in the prairie style in the Chicago

area from 1910 to 1950, his work has been isolated

and consequently overlooked. While the early years

have received some attention, it is the unrecognized

prolific middle years that are of great credit to this

loner.

William Mohan residence, Barrington Hills, Illinois. This
design is typical of the late work of John Van Bergen. The
bouse in a series of interconnected c~bes strings out along
the crest of the hill and overlooks the flatlands to the west.
The opposite elevation turns in upon itself and forms an
entry courtyard.



 

SNEIDER, JAMES ROMAN  
Publication info: Chicago Tribune ; Chicago, Ill. [Chicago, Ill]18 Aug 2005: 11.
 

ProQuest document link
 

  
ABSTRACT (ABSTRACT)  
James Roman Sneider, born in Fremont, Ohio on June 2, 1936 to Walter and Bertha Sneider; dear brother to

Patricia (Robert) Schumm, Dr. Thomas (Judy) Sneider, the late Richard (Delores) Sneider and Frederick Sneider. In

1954 Jim left Ohio to attend Loyola University in Chicago. His uncle, the late Rev. Roman Weltin, S.J. who was on

the faculty of St. Ignatius High School, found housing for Jim at St. Ignatius Parish in Rogers Park in a room above

the gymnasium. In return for room and board, Jim served the clergy their meals. Jim was a member of Pi Alpha

Lambda Fraternity. Many of those friendships still remained until the last day of his life. While attending Loyola,

Jim met and later married his wife, Sandra. They married in 1962, 43 years ago while he was attending night school

at Loyola Law School. His greatest legacy is his children: Mark (Kristin) Sneider, Susan (John) Joyce and Diana

(David) O'Brien. 

   
 
FULL TEXT 
James Roman Sneider, born in Fremont, Ohio on June 2, 1936 to Walter and Bertha Sneider; dear brother to

Patricia (Robert) Schumm, Dr. Thomas (Judy) Sneider, the late Richard (Delores) Sneider and Frederick Sneider. In

1954 Jim left Ohio to attend Loyola University in Chicago. His uncle, the late Rev. Roman Weltin, S.J. who was on

the faculty of St. Ignatius High School, found housing for Jim at St. Ignatius Parish in Rogers Park in a room above

the gymnasium. In return for room and board, Jim served the clergy their meals. Jim was a member of Pi Alpha

Lambda Fraternity. Many of those friendships still remained until the last day of his life. While attending Loyola,

Jim met and later married his wife, Sandra. They married in 1962, 43 years ago while he was attending night school

at Loyola Law School. His greatest legacy is his children: Mark (Kristin) Sneider, Susan (John) Joyce and Diana

(David) O'Brien. He will be truly missed by his eight grandchildren, Alex, Davis and Megan Sneider, Jack, Joe and

Jamie Joyce, and Julia and Patrick O'Brien. His practice of law for 37 years introduced him to many wonderful

people who he remained friends with throughout his life. His focus was mainly on Real Estate and Franchise Law.

He represented Century 21 Northern Illinois, the Village of Niles, Hispanic Housing Development Corporation,

Barnaby's Restaurants, the Comptroller of Illinois, the Cook County Public Guardian, the Cook County Department

of Registration and Education, and was Special Assistant to the Attorney General of Illinois. Jim also represented

many successful small businessmen. Jim was a Director at Labe Savings and Loan, serving as a board member

and loan officer for close to 30 years. Jim's love of life, love of the Democratic Party, love of the Cubs, and love of

his family and friends will always be remembered. It is a tremendous loss to lose someone so young and so

special to so many people. He was a great Dad, a great Husband, a great Grandpa "Pappa", and a great friend. We'll

miss his enthusiasm for life. He fought a brave and courageous fight against his lung cancer. He never complained

or felt sorry for himself. Whenever someone would be sympathetic towards him, he would say, "You play the cards

that are dealt to you". His strong religious upbringing gave him this strength. We wanted him here longer and he,

too, wanted to be here, at least a little while longer, but only with quality to his being. We will miss you, Jim. Jim

passed away at home, Monday, Aug. 15, 2005. Visitation Thursday 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Donnellan Family Funeral

Home, 10045 Skokie Blvd. at Old Orchard Road, Skokie. Funeral Mass on Friday at 9:30 a.m. at SS. Faith, Hope

&Charity, 191 Linden Street, Winnetka. Interment Memorial Park Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be

made in care of Dr. Philip Bonomi for his lung cancer research, 1700 W. Van Buren, Suite 250, Chicago, IL 60612.
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Zillow.com, accessed 10/13/2020 

4 bd4 ba4,000 sqft 

1015 Starr Rd, Winnetka, IL 60093 

• Home value 

Zestimate 

$1,489,487 

ZESTIMATE RANGE 

$1.28M - $1.65M 

LAST 30 DAY CHANGE 

+$34,513 (+2.4 %) 

This 4000 square foot single family home has 4 bedrooms and 4.0 bathrooms. This 

home is located at 1015 Starr Rd, Winnetka, IL 60093. 

Price and tax history 

Price history 

DATE EVENT PRICE 
 

3/18/2004 Sold $1,550,000 Date: 3/18/2004, Event: Sold, 

Price: $1,550,000 (0%) 

Source: Public Record 

$/sqft: $388/sqft   
  

 



ATTACHMENT D







Proposed demolition and construction schedule 

for 1015 Starr Winnetka, IL 

 

 

Date:  November 1, 2020 

 

1. Approval of architectural drawings:                           01/01/21 

 

2. Demolition:                                                                 01/15/21 

 

3. Excavation:                                                                 01/30/21 

 

4. Foundation:                                                                 01/10/21 

 

5. Rough Carpentry:                                                        02/05/21 

 

6. Roof:                                                                           03/25/21 

 

7. Masonry:                                                                     04/15/21 

 

8. Rough-in electrical, heating, plumbing:                      06/10/21 

 

9. Insulation:                                                                    07/20/21 

 

10. Drywall:                                                                     08/01/21 

 

11. Finish carpentry, flooring:                                         08/30/21 

 

12. Panting, tile:                                                               09/15/21 

 

13. Trim plumbing, heating, electrical:                            10/10/21 

 

14. Landscaping, driveway:                                              11/30/21    
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: OCTOBER 27, 2020 

SUBJECT:  1423 ASBURY AVENUE - DEMOLITION PERMIT (CASE NO. 20-22-
LPC)  

 
INTRODUCTION  

Meeting Date November 2, 2020 

Commission Action Preliminary historical and architectural review to determine 
if a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary 
or if a demolition permit can be issued without delay. 

Property Address 1423 Asbury Avenue (See Attachment A – Aerial Map) 

Property Owner Josh and Judy Lesnik 

Application Submitted by PAMA Custom Group, LLC – Represented by Keith Jacobs  
(See Attachment D – Application Materials) 

Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed 

Public Comments as of Date of Memo None 

  

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION  

Size 0.274 acres 

Location North side of Asbury Avenue between Greenwood Avenue 
and Vernon Avenue 

Improvements Single-family residence with detached garage 

Zoning R-5 Single Family Residential 

Surrounding Zoning R-5 Single Family Residential 

  

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society Report 

Constructed Year uncertain, potentially 1920 according to Village Records 

Additional Construction Activity 1929 – Addition to garage; 1993 – Room addition to single 
family residence, excluding attic; 2005 – Replace detached 
garage. 

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS)  The WHS research indicates that the property does not have 
historical significance, but does have architectural 
significance. The original architect of the house was William 
Aitken who was a builder of many notable North Shore 
homes.   

• Historical Significance • Residents 
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• Dwight Ingram – President of Griffin, Ingram, and 
Pfaff insurance agency and director of Chicago Board 
of Underwriters, trustee of John Marshall Law School 

• Henry Bartholomay III – Senior Vice President and 
director of Alexander & Alexander insurance firm; 
Chairman of Grant Hospital in Chicago, director of 
Chicago Hospital Council 

• John R. and Barbara Harder – Senior Vice President of 
the trust department at North Trust Bank in Chicago 

• Architectural Significance William Aitken was a well-known builder of several notable 
homes on the North Shore. He was the founder of the Village 
of Bannockburn and built many of its first homes. In 
Winnetka, Aitken designed and built the Aitken building on 
the corner of Green Bay Road and Gage Street, as well as the 
home at 500 Maple, a Winnetka Designated Landmark. 
Aitken designed and built the home at 671 Lincoln, where the 
popular movie “Home Alone” was filmed. The colonial 
property at 1423 Asbury is a typical example of Aitken’s style 
for homes on the North Shore.  

  

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY  

Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes 
on Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley) 

None 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and 
noise impacts in the neighborhood. 

 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact 
Study Required or (2) Demolition Without Delay. 

 
Historical Architectural Impact Study Required 
 
The Commission finds that based upon  (1) the preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the LPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.    The Commission reached 
its conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria [Commission would 
note which criteria is met]: 

1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 
15.64 of the Village Code; 

2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation; 

3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic places; a 
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4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit. 

 
Demolition Without Delay 
 
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village 
Code that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to 
warrant a Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may 
proceed without delay.  

 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment B:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment C:  Historical Society Research 
Attachment D:  Application Materials 
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: OCTOBER 12, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-22: 1423 ASBURY AVENUE 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On November 2, 2020, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish 
the residence and detached garage 1423 Asbury Avenue. Please return any available information 
regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the 
day on Tuesday, October 27, 2020. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email to 
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      
    
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

6-24-1920 Nonspecific building permit for 
“1421 Asbury”, possibly for new 
home construction. 

Mr. Aitken Mr. Aitken 

9-27-1929 Addition to garage H.M. Ballard H.M. Ballard 

6-16-1993 Room addition to single family 
residence, excluding attic 

Tracy & Nancy Riggan Mark 
Sarkitian(misspelled 
from Sarkisian?) 

5-11-2005 Replace detached garage Tracy & Nancy Riggan Jeff Renterghem 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT B





1423 Asbury – October 9, 2020 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 



 

PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
 

     

Address: 1423 Asbury 

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1921    

Construction type: Clapboard   

Style: Colonial  

 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

William 

Aitken  

1921 Obituary; Winnetka 

Talk article   

Aitken was a well-known and 

accomplished architect who designed 

and founded the Village of 

Bannockburn in Lake County, IL. He 

was also the architect for the Aitken 

Building in Hubbard Woods, as well as 

several Winnetka homes (500 Maple – a 

Winnetka Landmark, 248 Linden, and 

671 Lincoln – the Home Alone house) 

Dwight H. 

Ingram  

? (by 1925) – 

1928  

1926/27 phone book; 

Chicago Tribune 

obituary  

President of the Griffin, Ingram, and 

Pfaff insurance agency, director of the 

Chicago Board of Underwriters, trustee 

of John Marshall Law School 

Harry M. 

Ballard 

1929 – 1940  1929 phone book; 

1939 phone book; 

real estate flyer  

 

Carl E. Rose  1941 - ? (at 

least 1944) 

1941 phone book; 

1944 phone book 

 

Henry 

Bartholomay 

III 

? (after 1944) 

– 1951  

Real estate slip; 

Chicago Tribune 

obituary; Winnetka 

Talk obituary   

Senior VP and director of Alexander & 

Alexander insurance firm; chairman of 

Grant Hospital in Chicago; director of 

the Chicago Hospital Council. 

John R. and 

Barbara 

Harder  

1951 – 1991 Architectural Survey; 

1991 phone book; 

Winnetka Talk 

obituary 

John Hard was VP of the trust 

department at North Trust Bank in 

Chicago 

Tracy and 

Nancy 

Riggan 

1992 –2016  Cook County 

Assessor property 

information 

 

Judy and Josh 2016 –   

ATTACHMENT C



Lesnik Present  

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ON PROPERTY: N/A 

   

 

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND DESCRIPTION 

OF PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

William Aitken  1920; Nonspecific building 

permit for “1421 Asbury”, 

possibly for new home 

construction. 

Obituary; Winnetka Talk 

article  

Harry M. Ballard Addition to garage   

Mark Sarkisian (Sarkitian?) Room addition to single 

family home 

 

Jeff Renterghem  Replace detached garage.  

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED:  

Winnetka Talk, Chicago Tribune, property files, historic phone books, Google search 

  

FINDINGS: 

Our research indicates that this property does not have historical significance, but does have 

architectural significance. The original architect of the property, William Aitken, was a well-

known builder of several notable homes on the North Shore. He was the founder of the Village 

of Bannockburn and built many of the first homes there. In Winnetka, Aitken designed and built 

the Aitken building on the corner of Green Bay Road and Gage Street, as well as the home at 500 

Maple, a Winnetka Designated Landmark. Aitken also designed and built the home at 671 

Lincoln, where the popular movie “Home Alone” was filmed. The colonial property at 1423 

Asbury is a typical example of Aitken’s style for homes on the North Shore.  

 

 

Date of Research: 10/15/2020 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  





























Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

DWIGHT INGRAM OF LAKE FOREST DIES AT AGE 73
Chicago Tribune (1963-1996); Jun 29, 1967; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. B17



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Former executive Henry Bartholomay III
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: OCTOBER 27, 2020 

SUBJECT:  644 PINE LANE – HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT 
STUDY (CASE NO. 20-19-LPC) 

 
INTRODUCTION  

Meeting Date November 2, 2020 

Requested Commission Action Determine whether the HAIS is complete and if so whether 
the proposed demolition will result either in the loss of a 
building or structure that is of historic or architectural 
significance or in the significant alteration of the architectural 
character of the immediate neighborhood. 

Preliminary Historical and Architectural 
Review 

September 21, 2020, by a vote of 7-0 required submittal of 
an HAIS. 

Property Address 644 Pine Lane 

Property Owner Chicago Title Land Trust Company Trust No. 8002383985 

Application Submitted by Doug Minahan (See Attachment F – Application Materials) 

Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed 

Newspaper Notice The meeting was properly noticed in the Winnetka Talk on 
October 15, 2020. 

Public Comments as of Date of Memo Staff has received no comments from the public regarding 
this HAIS.    

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Comments on HAIS 

The WHS finds the HAIS complete and is in agreement that 
the house has both local and statewide architectural 
significance. The WHS also agrees that the findings indicate 
that the historic owners were more notable for familial or 
occupational associations than individual distinctions (See 
Attachment B). 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION  

Property Size 1.72 acres 

Location West side of Pine Lane, between Ardsley Road and Hibbard 
Road 

Improvements Single-family residence with attached garage and detached 
coach house 

Zoning R-2 Single Family Residential 

Surrounding Zoning R-2 Single Family Residential 

  

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment D, Preliminary Property History 
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See Attachment E, WHS Report 

Constructed 1922 

Additional Construction Activity 1929 – Build garage and alter residence; 1930 - Addition to 
residence; 1932 - Addition to residence; 1936 - Construct two 
bath houses for swimming pool; 1937 - Addition to residence 
and added garage; 1946 - Alter residence and add 2-car 
garage; 1969 - Second floor addition 

Winnetka Historical Society  The WHS research indicates that there is both architectural 
and historical significance for the Subject Property. The 
original architect of the property is Edwin H. Clark who 
designed many prominent buildings in Winnetka and the 
Chicago region. The property was also home to several 
prominent Village residents. 

• Historical Significance • Residents.  

• Donald F. McPherson, an accomplished Chicago 
attorney, and Frances Ogden McPherson, great niece 
of William B. Ogden, the first Mayor of Chicago.  

• Ralph N. Isham, who was the son of Ralph N. Isham 
Sr., the founder of Northwestern’s Feinberg School 
of Medicine, and his wife Eleanor Dennehy of the 
Dennehy Estate in Winnetka, which later became the 
Forest Glen subdivision. Isham was the brother-in-
law of Josephine Dennehy and her husband Nicholas 
Galitzine, a Prince of Russia (and later the VP of 
ComEd in Chicago). Nicholas Galitzine was the son of 
Prince Paul Galitzine of Smolensk, a Russian 
aristocrat and relative of the Czar. Isham was also the 
brother-in-law of Hemptead Washburne, son of 
Hemptead Washburne, another former Mayor of 
Chicago. 

• Architectural Significance Edwin H. Clark, a prominent architect of many Winnetka 
buildings and homes including Village Hall and North Shore 
Country Day School. Clark also designed buildings at Lincoln 
Park Zoo, Wilmette’s Plaza del Lago, and Chicago’s Century of 
Progress exposition. 

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY  

Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes 
on Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley) 

None 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and 
noise impacts in the neighborhood. 

 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

In making its determination regarding the historical and architectural impact of the subject 
property, the Landmark Preservation Commission shall consider the following: 
 

a. the historic and architectural impact study prepared pursuant to the foregoing Section 
15.52.050; 

b. the preliminary property history study prepared pursuant to Section 15.52.040; 
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c. comments of the Winnetka Historical Society on the application and study; and 
d. any other information, comment or evidence received by the Commission at the impact 

determination meeting or at the preliminary review meeting. 
 
Prior to making a determination, the Commission must first determine if it finds the Historical 
Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) complete. If the LPC determines that the HAIS filed by the 
Applicant is incomplete or otherwise insufficient to enable the LPC to make a determination as to 
the impact of the proposed demolition, the LPC may direct the Applicant to complete, amend or 
supplement the report and may continue the impact determination meeting pending the 
Applicant’s filing of a complete application. 
 
If the Commission does find the HAIS complete, a Commission member may make one of the two 
following motions (a) Demolition Without Delay or (b) Delay of Demolition: 
 
Demolition Without Delay 

I make a motion finding that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 644 Pine 
Lane prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D. is complete and that  the proposed demolition will 
not have a significant negative architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a 
whole or on the immediate neighborhood. 
 
Based upon these findings, the demolition may proceed without a delay. 
 

Delay of Demolition  

I make a motion finding that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 644 Pine 
Lane prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D.is complete and that the building or structure is 
considered to be historically or architecturally significant as it meets one or more of the 
following standards [Commission member should note which of the following standards 
should be included in the motion]: 
 
(1) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design without regard to the time 

built or historic associations; 
(2) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design that is not the result of a 

change or a series of changes in the original structure;  
(3) the structure exemplifies an architectural style, construction technique or building type 

once common in the Village; 
(4) the structure exhibits an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or construction 

technique that contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as an accent or 
counterpart; or  

(5)  that the property has been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the 
Village Code, has been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey 
conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation, or has been 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the Illinois Register of Historic Places. 

 
The Commission also finds that the proposed demolition will have a significant negative 
architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a whole or on the immediate 
neighborhood due to the following architecturally or historically significant aspects of the 
structure: 
 

1. [Commission member to fill in]  
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2.  __________________________________________________________________- 
 
Preservation alternatives to the demolition of the structure include: 
 

1. [Commission member to fill in]. 
 
The Commission continues to encourage interest in and understanding of preservation in 
the whole of the Village as it may be applicable to the demolition permit request under 
review and to encourage and provide means of communication and exchange of views 
between the applicants and the owners and occupants of properties within two hundred 
fifty (250) feet of the subject property. 
 
Based upon these finding, the demolition must be delayed for a period of 60 days in 
order to explore alternatives to total demolition. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  HAIS prepared by Guarino Historic Resources Documentation  
Attachment B:  Historical Society HAIS Comments 
Attachment C:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment D:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment E:  Historical Society Research  
Attachment F:  Application Materials 
 
 



 

HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT STUDY (HAIS): 

 

 

THE DONALD J. AND FRANCES McPHERSON HOUSE  

644 PINE LANE 

WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

 

 

 
Built 1922 

Architects Clark and Walcott (Edwin H. Clark and Chester H. Walcott) 

 

 
HAIS PREPARED BY: 

Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D. 

Guarino Historic Resources Documentation 

844 Home Avenue 

Oak Park, IL  60304 

708.386.1142 

guarinojl@gmail.com 

 

Submitted to the Village of Winnetka on September 30, 2020. 

ATTACHMENT A

mailto:guarinojl@gmail.com
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Synopsis of Findings of Significance 

 

The McPherson House at 644 Pine Lane has local and statewide architectural significance as a 

distinctive residential design with excellent integrity by the firm Clark and Walcott, headed by 

partners Edwin H. Clark and Chester H. Walcott. These esteemed architects specialized in high-

style residential work, designing many houses on the North Shore and in Winnetka. The 

importance of their projects was recognized in their lifetime: sketches, plans, and photos of their 

work together, practicing alone, or in partnership with others, were regularly published in 

national magazines/journals and in the popular press. The house also possesses local 

architectural significance as a unique example of a Colonial Revival style house with Shingle 

style elements. It was determined that the house does not possess historic significance at a local, 

statewide, or national level. Several of its historic (pre-1970) owners were members of old and 

distinguished Chicago families and/or were well-respected in their fields. None, however, were 

found to merit individual distinction. No information was found relating the house to an historic 

event.  

 

Ownership history of 644 Pine Lane parcel  

 

Property Owner Name Period of Ownership 

Donald F. and Frances McPherson 1922 to 1942 

Ralph N. and Eleanor Isham 1942 to about 1949/1950 

Harold and Margaret Nutting  1949/1950 to 1962 

Charles L. and Alice Harper 1962 to 1981 

Andrew K. Block About 1982 to about 2020 

 

It was not possible to undertake Tract Book research for this property as the Cook County 

Recorder of Deeds Office is currently (September 2020) closed due to the coronavirus. As a 

result, the chain of ownership was ascertained by reviewing a range of sources, including 

building permits, contemporary newspaper articles, phone directories, and documentation in the 

building file for 644 Pine Lane at the Winnetka Village Hall. Biographical information on the 

historic (pre-1970) owners of this property is shown below.  

 

Donald F. McPherson and Frances (“Fanny”) Ogden (West) McPherson 

 

Donald Fraser McPherson (1884-1944) was born in Buffalo, New York, the son of Dr. Donald 

McPherson and Adelaide (Gowans) McPherson. His mother was a member of an old New York 

family. Donald was educated in Lausanne, Switzerland, and at a school in Lawrenceville, New 

Jersey. He graduated from Princeton University in 1906, studied law at Harvard University, and 

moved to Chicago in 1908, entering the law firm of Holt, Wheeler, & Sidley as a clerk. Donald 

completed his law studies at Northwestern University in 1909, the year he was admitted to the 

Illinois Bar.1 Upon moving to Chicago, he lived with the family of his aunt and uncle, Mr. and 

Mrs. Charles Holt, at 1836 Calumet Avenue in the city’s prestigious “Gold Coast” neighborhood 

 
1          Albert N. Marquis (Editor), The Book of Chicagoans (Chicago: A.N. Marquis & Co., 1917) 466.  
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on the South Side. Other family members in Chicago included 

another uncle, Dr. McPherson, who was a pastor at the nearby 

Second Presbyterian Church at 1936 S. Michigan Avenue.2  

 

Donald McPherson’s employer was renamed Holt, Cutting & 

Sidley in 1913. The firm had nine lawyers in 1916 and their 

clients included many of Chicago’s largest businesses, 

including Pullman, Western Electric, and Illinois Steel. Their 

offices moved from the Tacoma Building to the Roanoke 

Building, in Chicago’s Loop, in 1920.3  Donald remained with 

this law firm for the rest of his career, specializing in 

corporation law. He eventually became a partner in the 

renamed Sidley, McPherson, Austin & Burgess. This was 

the predecessor of today’s Sidley and Austin.  

 

Donald McPherson married Frances (“Fanny”) Ogden West 

(1888-1964) on January 29, 1914 at St. James Episcopal Church in Chicago. She was the oldest 

daughter of Frederick and Anna (Ogden) West of 68 East Division Street in Chicago. Frederick 

West, a leader of business and civic affairs in the city, belonged to a family prominent for over a 

century in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, where the Wests maintained a summer estate called Court 

Hill. Frances attended a school in Cambridge, Massachusetts, that was operated by Chicagoans 

(identified as the “Misses Kelly”) and then to “Miss Nixon’s school” in Florence, Italy.4  

 

Frances Ogden McPherson was a member of one of Chicago’s oldest and most distinguished 

families. Her maternal great-uncle, William B. Ogden, was elected Chicago’s first mayor in 

1837. Her grandfather, Mahlon Ogden, pursued a successful career as an attorney in Chicago and 

later became a judge. His impressive residence on the square block site now occupied by the 

Newberry Library was one of the few on the North Side to survive the Chicago Fire of 1871.5  

 

Donald and Frances McPherson had three children: Frances Ogden (b. 1915-1961), Donald F. Jr. 

(1918-1991), and Sally Ann (1925-2018). Donald served as a captain in the U.S. Army during 

World War I. In December 1919, the couple purchased a stone mansion at 32 Bellevue Place in 

Chicago from Edward Ryerson for $18,000.6  

 

The McPhersons acquired a 3.5-acre parcel on Pine Lane in the Winnetka Heights subdivision, 

presumably in 1922, the year they hired the architecture firm of Clark and Walcott to design a 

house costing an estimated $25,000, which served as their primary residence over the next 

twenty years.7  The parcel extended westward to Hibbard Road. Over the next 15 years the 

 
2          U.S. Census for 1910; “Miss Frances Ogden West and D.F. McPherson Wed,” Chicago Tribune (January 30, 

1914).  
3          “Sidley and Austin,” in: http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/2846.html 
4          “News of the Society World,” Chicago Tribune (November 28, 1909); “Miss Frances Ogden West and D.F. 

McPherson Wed,” Chicago Tribune (January 30, 1914).  
5          “Miss Frances Ogden West and D.F. McPherson Wed,” Chicago Tribune (January 30, 1914).  
6          “Mrs. Donald McPherson Buys Bellevue Place House,” Chicago Tribune (December 14, 1919).  
7           Village of Winnetka building permit 1562, dated May 31, 1922.  

Photo of Donald F. McPherson (right), president 

of the Chicago Council on Foreign Relations, 

seated next to Lord Lothian, British ambassador 

to the United States, at the Palmer House. 

Source: Chicago Tribune (January 5, 1940).  

http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/2846.html
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couple expanded the house with a one-story north wing, a coach house, and an in-ground 

swimming pool with pool house, all designed by Edwin Clark following the dissolution of his 

partnership with Chester Walcott. It appears that the McPhersons also maintained a city 

residence, at least during the early years of their marriage. A 1924 notice in the Chicago 

Tribune’s society pages identified their address as 1306 Astor Street.8   

 

Frances McPherson and her children typically spent summers at 

her parents’ Court Hill estate in Pittsfield, which she purchased 

in 1938 from the estate of her mother, who died in 1936. The 

property had been in the family fifty years and was described by 

one contemporary writer as the “one of the loveliest places in the 

Berkshires.”9  

 

The McPherson’s oldest daughter, Fanny, made her debut at a tea 

dance held in the family’s Pine Lane home in September 1934. 

She had spent the winter before her debut at Miss Nixon’s school 

in Florence, Italy, and before that, she attended Miss Hall’s 

School in Pittsfield. Fanny married Thomas S. Tyler on October 

17, 1936, and the reception was held at her parent’s Winnetka 

home. 10 Five years later, she obtained a divorce in Reno, 

Nevada, on grounds of cruelty.11  She married Willard Drown—

who was also a divorcee—in March 1942 in the Winnetka home 

of her parents, with only their families present.12  The 

McPherson’s younger daughter, Sally Ann, also attended Miss Hall’s School in Pittsfield and she 

graduated from Miss Porter’s School in Farmington, Connecticut.13 

 

In the 1940 census, Donald and Frances McPherson identified their primary address as 1500 

Lake Shore Drive, where they lived with two servants. Donald McPherson listed 644 Pine Lane 

as his primary address on his World War II draft registration card, which was dated April 27, 

1942. The couple sold their Winnetka home in 1942 to Ralph and Eleanor Isham, who were 

family friends, and moved to an apartment at 1430 Lake Shore Drive in Chicago.  Donald 

McPherson died at home on March 17, 1944 at the age of 59, following a long illness. During his 

lifetime he was active in many civic organizations and served for two years as president of the 

Chicago Council on Foreign Relations. In Winnetka he was a member of the village council.14  

 

Sally Ann McPherson married George S. Isham at her mother’s Court Hill estate in Pittsfield on 

September 7, 1946.15  He was the nephew of Ralph Isham, who purchased her parent’s house at 

 
8           “Day’s News in Society,” Chicago Tribune (July 7, 1924).  
9           Chicago Tribune (August 8, 1938). 
10  Chicago Tribune (September 19, 1933); Judith Cass, “Miss Frances McPherson to Wed T.S. Tyler,” 

Chicago Tribune (Feb. 3, 1936). 
11  “Frances Tyler Divorces Attorney in Reno, Nevada,” Chicago Tribune (December 12, 1941).  
12  “Former Frances McPherson Tyler’s Wedding a Surprise,” Chicago Tribune (March 10, 1942).  
13 “Chicagoans are Married in Pittsfield,” Chicago Tribune (September 8, 1946).  
14  “Donald F. McPherson,” Winnetka Talk (March 23, 1944).  
15  “Chicagoans are Married in Pittsfield,” Chicago Tribune (September 8, 1946).  

Frances Ogden McPherson (middle) 

with actor Douglas Fairbanks at 

dinner before a ballet in 1957. 

Source: Chicago Tribune (December 

17, 1957).  
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644 Pine Lane four years earlier. One writer noted that the marriage “will link two families 

which have been friends through four generations—ever since Chicago’s earliest days.”16   

The grandparents of Frances McPherson (Mahlon Ogden and wife) and of Ralph Isham (Dr. 

Ralph Isham and wife) both maintained residences on the 900 block of North Dearborn Street in 

the 1870s and 1880s.17   

 

Frances McPherson remained active in Chicago’s social circles over the next decade. She served 

as president of the English Speaking Union during the 1950s, and in 1957 she received an Order 

of the British Empire award from Sir Harold Caccia, British ambassador to the United States.18  

She died in March 1964 at the age of 75 in her Chicago home, a vintage highrise at 1320 N. State 

Parkway.19  

 

Ralph N. and Eleanor (Dennehy) Isham 

 

Ralph N. Isham (1901-1976) was a member of two of Chicago’s distinguished early families: the 

Ishams and the Porters. He was named after his paternal grandfather, Dr. Ralph Nelson Isham 

(1831-1904), who in 1859 joined with others in the organization of Lind University, now known 

as the Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine.20 Dr. Isham was a well-known 

teacher and surgeon. Ralph’s father was Dr. George S. Isham (1859-1926), a leading Chicago 

physician for forty years who also specialized in surgery. His mother, Katherine (Porter) Isham 

(1866-1917), was the daughter of Henry H. Porter (1835-1910), who served as chairman of the 

Chicago and Eastern Illinois Railroad and was a founder of the U.S. Steel Corporation.21  

 

Ralph was raised in the Isham family mansion at 1340 N. State Parkway (built 1899), which was 

commissioned by his father, George, and designed by James Gamble Rogers. (This residence 

became known as the Playboy mansion in the 1960s when it was owned by Hugh Hefner.) The 

1910 census shows that he resided there with his parents, older brother Henry P. (b. 1895), sister 

Helen (b. 1904), and nine servants. Ralph’s mother, Katherine, died in their home on April 28, 

1917 of an undisclosed illness “lasting only a day.”22 She was widely known as a leader in civic 

and philanthropic work.  

 

Ralph Isham graduated from Yale University in 1924.  He left the family residence two years 

after his father’s unexpected death at the age of 66, moving to a nearby residence at 70 E. Cedar 

Street.23 Ralph was an early aviation enthusiast, commuting from Lake Geneva to Chicago in his 

own propeller plane in the 1920s. He was arrested in 1930 on charge of flying too low—just 25 

 
16  Judith Cass, “Miss M’Pherson is Betrothed to George Isham,” Chicago Tribune (June 21, 1946).  
17  While the Mahlon Ogden mansion was razed for construction of the Newberry Library, the Ralph N. Isham 

residence at 945 N. Dearborn Street was extant until at least 1913, the year of Mrs. Isham’s death.  “Mrs. Ralph N. 

Isham,” Chicago Tribune (February 24, 1913).  
18  “Receive Awards,” Chicago Tribune (June 8, 1957).  
19  “Mrs. Frances West McPherson,” Chicago Tribune (March 24, 1964).  
20  “Ralph Nelson Isham,” in: https://galter.northwestern.edu/about-us/ralph-nelson-isham. 
21 “H.H. Porter’s Career Ended,” Chicago Tribune (April 1, 1910).  
22  “Mrs. Geo. S. Isham Dies; was ill only one day,” Chicago Tribune (April 29, 1917).  
23  “Eleanor Dennehy Engagement Told,” Chicago Tribune (Feb. 20, 1933).   
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feet—over Lake Forest homes.24 He married Grace J. McCall on February 20, 1930 and the 

couple divorced on May 18, 1931, in Reno, Nevada.25   

 

Ralph Isham and Eleanor Dennehy (1908-1989) were married on February 25, 1933. She was the 

daughter of Thomas C. and Virginie (Inderrieden) Dennehy who maintained a residence at 1439 

North State Parkway. The couple had a large family and Eleanor was one of seven children.26 

The Dennehy family also maintained a sprawling house on a ten-acre estate in Winnetka that 

served as their summer residence. The property at 1231 North Avenue (later renamed Tower 

Road) was acquired by Thomas C. Dennehy in 1905 and is identified on historic maps as 

“Dennehy’s Consolidation.” The family house on this property burned down sometime in the late 

1930s and the site was sold to C.A. Hemphill and Associates in 1939, becoming the Forest Glen 

Subdivision with 38 houses.27  

 

Eleanor’s father, Thomas C. Dennehy, was prominent for many 

years in the distilling business and later in the real estate field. 

He was associated with his father in Charles Denney & Co. and 

in the Clear Springs Distilling Company, with distilleries in 

Kentucky. With the enactment of Prohibition, he turned his 

attention to real estate. He was the owner of several downtown 

properties, including the Petroleum Building at 616 S. Michigan 

Avenue.28    

 

Ralph and Eleanor Isham had two daughters: Eleanor Dennehy 

Isham (b.1936) and Katherine Porter Isham (b. 1939). The 

family lived with two servants in a luxury apartment building at 

1430 Lake Shore Drive prior to purchasing the house at 644 

Pine Lane in 1942, where they resided through the end of the 

decade. The Isham family subsequently moved to a house in 

Lake Forest, where they hosted debutante festivities and 

engagement parties for their daughters.29  

 

Ralph N. Isham died at his home in Nassau, Bahamas on March 13, 1976 at the age of 75.  

Eleanor Dennehy Isham resided in Lake Forest and the Bahamas in subsequent years. She died 

on August 26, 1989 at the age of 81.30  

 

 

 

 
24  “Pilot Agrees to Fly High Over Lake Forest,” Chicago Tribune (September 24, 1930).  
25           “Miss Dennehy and Isham Get License t/o Wed,” Chicago Tribune (February 28, 1933).  
26 “Eleanor Dennehy Engagement Told,” Chicago Tribune (Feb. 20, 1933). 
27            Tane Beecham, “Before Forest Glen—The Dennehy Estate,” in: 

https://www.winnetkahistory.org/gazette/the-dennehy-estate/ 
28  “T.C. Dennehy, 81, Dies in his Home; Rites Tomorrow,” Chicago Tribune (April 16, 1940).  
29  “Isham-Dunne,” Chicago Tribune (May 14, 1957); “Isham-White,” Chicago Tribune (September 14, 

1970). 
30  “Isham,” Chicago Tribune (March 18, 1976); “Isham,” Chicago Tribune (August 29, 1989).  

Eleanor (Dennehy) Isham in 1933. 

Chicago Tribune (December 17, 1933).  
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Harold and Margaret (Peet) Nutting 

 

Harold Nutting was born in Oak Park. He began his 

lifelong career with Marshall Fields & Company 

immediately after graduating from the University of 

Michigan in 1924, initially working as a clerk selling 

shirts. Within a short time, he became an assistant buyer, 

buyer, and in 1936 he became merchandise manager for 

the accessories’ division of Fields’ Chicago and suburban 

stores.31 

 

Harold Nutting married Margaret Peet—a native of 

Ypsilanti, Michigan—in 1923. The couple had four sons: 

Charles (b. 1925), William (b. 1927), David (b. 1931), 

and John (b. 1940).32  The Nutting family lived in River 

Forest for over 25 years, first in a house at 726 Monroe 

Street. In 1938 they purchased and renovated a large house at 747 Keystone, where they resided 

with a maid.33  

 

The Nuttings moved to Winnetka in 1949 or 1950, the year 

they purchased the house at 644 Pine Lane. Margaret 

regularly hosted garden walks on her sprawling property as 

described by one writer in 1950:  “At the Harold J. 

Nuttings’ colonial yellow brick home an azure blue 

swimming pool, sweeping lawns and a walled garden—its 

flowers presenting a riot of color—are stunning 

attractions.”34 The couple were members of the Winnetka 

Congregational Church and Harold was a director of the 

North Shore County Day School. He was also a member of 

the Chicago, Commercial, Commonwealth, University, 

and Executives Clubs, and of Old Elm and the Indian Hill 

Country Clubs.   

 

Harold Nutting ascended the executive ranks of Marshall Fields & Company over the years. He 

became general merchandising manager in 1944, a vice president in 1946, and general manager 

of the company’s Chicago and suburban stores division in 1948. He was elected to the board of 

directors in 1953 and became executive vice president and general manager of the company in 

1954. He retired from Field’s in 1959 at the age of 56 for personal reasons, stating at the time 

that he had plans to become active in several business and civic ventures.35  

 
31  “Harold Nutting, Field Executive, to Retire,” Chicago Tribune (December 3, 1958).  
32  U.S. Census for 1940.  
33  U.S. Census for 1930 and 1940. Louise Bargelt, “Rebuilt House is Real Answer to ‘Does it Pay’?” Chicago 

Tribune (April 24, 1938).  
34  Kathryn Loring, “Scores Enjoy Garden Walk in Winnetka,” Chicago Tribune (July 29, 1950).  
35  “Harold Nutting, Field Executive, to Retire,” Chicago Tribune (December 3, 1958). 

Margaret Nutting (right) with Mrs. Burton 

W. Hales (left) and Mrs. Frederick J. 

Price,. Source: Chicago Tribune (July 14, 

1954).  

Harold Nutting in his Marshall Fields & Co. office. 

Source: Chicago Tribune (December 30, 1952).  
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In December 1961, Nutting subdivided his 644 Pine Lane property into three lots. He retained 

Lots 1 and 2, which included the house, coach house, swimming pool and bath house, and sold 

Lot 3, which fronts Hibbard Road.  

 

Harold Nutting subsequently became chairman and chief executive officer of Overseas 

Industries, Inc., an export-import firm, and chairman of Thomas Moulding Brick Company.  He 

also served as chairman of the board of trustees of Presbyterian-St. Luke’s Hospital and was 

named first vice president of the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) of Metropolitan 

Chicago on January 23, 1962.  He died in his Pine Lane home in March 1962 at the age of 59.36 

Margaret Nutting died in September of that year at the age of 58.37  

 

Charles L. and Alice “Patty” Harper 

 

Charles L. Harper (1930-2016) grew up in Winnetka, the son of 

Harvey M. and Margaret (Little) Harper.  He was raised with two 

brothers in a house at 1010 Indian Hill Road that was built for the 

Harper family in 1936 from plans by architect Ralph D. Huszagh.38 

His father, Harvey, founded the H.M. Harper company in 1923, 

which manufactured non-corrosive nuts and bolts and stainless steel 

parts.39  Charles attended the Hotchkiss School in Connecticut and 

graduated from Princeton University in 1952 with a degree in 

engineering. He was a rower in the Princeton crew team that took 

second place in the U.S. Olympic trials to Navy, the boat that won 

gold for the USA in Helsinki in 1952. Charles remained an avid 

sportsman, sailor, and outdoor enthusiast throughout his life. After 

college, he was commissioned in the U.S. Navy, serving from 1952-

54 in the Arctic and Mediterranean.40  

 

In 1955, Charles L. Harper married Alice “Patty” Fall (1931-2004), 

who was also a Winnetka native. Patty was the daughter of J. Horton and Alice F. Fall, who lived 

in Hubbard Woods. She attended the Mary C. Wheeler school in Providence, Rhode Island, and 

graduated from Rockford College.41 Charles and Patty Harper lived in Glencoe prior to 

purchasing the house at 644 Pine Lane in 1962, where they raised six children: Charles, 

Margaret, Greta, Alice, Serena, and Paisley.42   

 

 
36      “Harold J. Nutting,” Winnetka Talk (March 15, 1962); “H.J. Nutting of Field’s Dies,” Chicago Tribune (March 

9, 1962).  
37  “Mrs. Margaret P. Nutting,” Chicago Tribune (September 21, 1922).  
38  “Air Conditioned Colonial Home For Winnetka,” Chicago Tribune (January 12, 1936).  
39  “H.M. Harper, Parts Firm Founder, Dies,” Chicago Tribune (September 7, 1964). 
40  “Charles Little Harper,” in: https://www.shannonfamilymortuary.com/obituary/Charles-Harper. 
41  Judith Cass, “Alice Fall Betrothed to Charles L. Harper,” Chicago Tribune (March 1, 1955).  
42  Eleanor Page, “Judith Fall to be Wed Oct. 13 in Boston,” Chicago Tribune (October 1, 1962); “Alice Fall 

Harper,” Houston Chronicle (May 15, 2003). 

Charles L. Harper in 1952. 

Source: 

http://www.princeton52.org/pa

ge/memorials2016. 

https://www.shannonfamilymortuary.com/obituary/Charles-Harper
http://www.princeton52.org/page/memorials2016
http://www.princeton52.org/page/memorials2016
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Charles spent most of his career working for the H.M. Harper 

Company, which built a new plant in Morton Grove in 1962.43 He 

eventually rose to the position of president in 1978, following nearly a 

quarter century with the company. Charles and Patty Harper relocated 

to Houston in 1981, when Charles accepted a vice president position 

with American Car and Foundry, managing a division that produced 

high-tech subsea valves and related products for the offshore oil 

industry worldwide. They remained in Houston until Patty’s death in 

2003. Charles married Patty’s youngest sister, Margaret, in 2004. They 

maintained a house in North Tustin (Orange County), California, where 

Charles died in 2016.44 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
43  “H.M. Harper Co. Breaks Ground for New Plant,” Chicago Tribune (August 24, 1947).  
44  “Charles Little Harper,” in: https://www.shannonfamilymortuary.com/obituary/Charles-Harper; “Alice Fall 

Harper,” Houston Chronicle (May 15, 2003). 

Alice Harper in 1955. 

Source: Chicago Tribune 

(April 3, 1955).  

https://www.shannonfamilymortuary.com/obituary/Charles-Harper
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Narrative Description of the McPherson House 

 

 

Legal Description for 644 Pine Lane:  Lots 1 and 2 of the Harold Nutting Subdivision of Part of 

the South Half of the Southwest Quarter of Section 17, Township 42 North, Range 13, East of 

the Third Principal Meridian, according to the Plat Recorded August 15, 1961, as Document 

18247865 and corrected by Plat recorded December 5, 1961 as Document 18347583 in Cook 

County, Illinois.  

 

Construction Date:   1922 (house with later two-story north wing) 

   1929 (coach house with later addition) 

 

The building permits for the house at 644 Pine Lane found in the Village of Winnetka’s files are 

listed below. Copies of these permits are attached to the end of this report. 

 

Permit Date Owner Action Architect 

05-31-1922 Donald F. 

McPherson 

Build two story and basement residence, 

common brick veneer for $25,000 

Clark & Walcott 

06-28-1929 Donald 

McPherson 

Build 1 story brick garage and alter 

residence 

Architect not specified on 

permit 

Thomas Gorey, builder 

06-30-30 Donald 

McPherson 

Build 2 story addition to residence, frame 

and brick for $2100 

E.H. Clark  

04-04-1932 Donald 

McPherson 

Build 1 story addition to residence, frame 

at a cost of $4,500 

Edwin H. Clark  

 

06-19-1936 Donald 

McPherson 

Construct 1 story, 2 bath houses for 

swimming pool at a cost of $1,300 

Edwin H. Clark  

03-19-1937 Donald 

McPherson 

Construct 1 and 2 story brick additions to 

single family dwelling and accessory 

(garage) building for $7,140 

Edwin H. Clark 

05-21-1946 Ralph Isham Alter and add a 2 story accessory (2 car 

garage) at a cost of $10,000 

L.W. Schwall 

07-19-1969 Mr. and Mrs. 

Charles Harper 

Construct 2nd floor addition to single 

family residence at a cost of $10,000 

Wendt Cedarholm & 

Tippens 

05-24-2005 Andrew Block Build an addition/renovate coach house Tom Lyorok (sp?) 

 

House Description:    

The McPherson House is located on Pine Lane, a private drive that extends northward from Pine 

Street and then curves west, terminating in a circular gravel drive in front of the residence.  

It is situated on a parcel that is approximately 2.3-acres in size, rectangular in shape, and 

measures 560 feet east-west and 185 feet north-south. The parcel is comprised of two lots:  Lot 1 

includes the main house with circular drive, coach house and adjacent storage building with 

courtyard, and a stone well; Lot 2 on the west includes an in-ground pool and pool house. The 

house is not visible from the public right-of-way as it is set back nearly 500 feet from Pine 
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Street, to the north of three other houses on large parcels (1201 Pine Street, 614 Pine, 624 Pine 

Lane). It is set in a part like setting, featuring expansive front and rear lawns and mature trees.45  

 

The two-story, Colonial Revival style McPherson 

House, built in 1922 and designed by Clark and 

Walcott, has an L-shaped footprint: the main block 

faces east and has a setback living room on its 

south end; the east (service) wing faces south. A 

one-story, one-room north wing built in the 1930s 

received a second story in 1969.   

 

The house has a cross gable roof covered with 

asphalt shingles and is primarily sheathed in light 

orange brick. However, portions of the second-

floor walls on the main block are sheathed in wood 

shingles painted brown. Most of the north wing is sheathed in wood siding. Fenestration 

throughout the house is primarily comprised of eight-over-eight wood-sash windows with 

wooden louvered shutters that are arranged alone, and sometimes in pairs. First floor windows 

are typically topped with jack arches. Window bays feature multi-light picture windows.  

 

The front (east) façade of the main block features a wood paneled door with elliptical fanlight 

and sidelights, as well as an exterior chimney.  The front façade of the east wing has a central 

entrance with wood paneled door with elliptical fanlight.  

 

The rear (west) façade of the main block has a central, screened-in porch with flat roof and a 

wood balustrade. A rectangular, wood-sheathed second floor window bay is situated directly 

above this porch. The porch is flanked by a two-story, five-sided window bay to the south, and a 

five-sided first floor window bay to the north. These bays are detailed with Doric pilasters. The 

northernmost end of this façade has sliding glass doors.  

 

The north façade of the projecting north wing features a two-story, three-sided window bay. The 

north façade of the east (service) wing has an entrance with wood door that is sheltered by porch 

with gable roof supported by four wood posts. An exterior chimney is situated at the east end of 

this façade.  

 

The first floor plan includes an entrance hall with large walk-in closet, a half bathroom, living 

room, screened-in porch, office, and family room (original dining room) in the main block; a 

kitchen, hallway, guest bedroom, and full bathroom in the east service wing; and a dining room 

and pantry in the north wing. The formal entrance hall has a staircase with wood newell posts 

 
45  Dimensions of parcel and setback taken from: Jens K. Doe, Plat of Survey for 644 Pine Lane (June 30, 

2020). 
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and turned wood railings. The segmental arched door 

openings in the entrance hall are detailed with 

keystones. The west end of the entrance hall features 

French doors with sidelights that open onto the 

screened-in porch and flanking entrances to the living 

room and family room (original dining room), both of 

which are paneled in antique pine. The family room 

also has a pair of antique pine double doors. The east 

wall of the living room has a fireplace with marble 

surround. The office situated next to the front hallway 

has a fireplace on its north wall with a simple wood 

surround and mantle.  

 

The dining room has a metal spiral staircase on its southwest corner and a built-in hutch on its 

north wall. The kitchen opens onto a pantry that is lined with built-in drawers and cabinets; the 

east wall of the kitchen has a carpeted wood staircase that leads to the second floor. The hallway 

in the east wing opens onto a wood stairway to the unfinished basement. The north wall of the 

first-floor bedroom in the east wing has a fireplace with 

wood surround and mantle that is ornamented with 

ceramic tiles. The north and south walls of this room 

feature built-in bookshelves detailed with Doric 

pilasters.  

 

The second floor has a stair hall, four bedrooms, sitting room, and three full bathrooms (main 

block); a bedroom with full bathroom in the north wing; and a recreation room, full bathroom, 

and laundry room in the east wing. Three of the four walls of the sitting room are lined with 

either built-in shelves or closets, as this room originally served as a dressing room for the 

adjacent master bedroom.  

 

Walls on both the first and second floors are mainly finished in plaster, except for the living 

room and family room (original dining room), which have antique pine-covered walls, and the 

bathrooms, where some walls are partially covered with ceramic tile. Ceilings are finished in 

plaster. Hardwood flooring is used throughout the house, except in the screen-in porch (flagstone 

flooring); dining room (glazed brick flooring); kitchen, pantry and kitchen hallway (hexagonal 

tile flooring); and bathrooms (various types of ceramic flooring). Wall-to-wall carpeting covers 

the front and side staircases, hardwood in most of the bedrooms, and the second-floor hallway. 

Detail of tiles surrounding the fireplace in the first-floor 

guest bedroom. 

Living room with antique pine-covered walls and 

fireplace with marble surround.  
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Most rooms throughout the house have simple, unadorned wood baseboard and ceiling molding, 

as well as equally simple wood door and window casings, all painted white. Wood paneled 

interior doors are also painted white. The hallway has a chair railing. The basement is unfinished 

and has a series of rooms with concrete flooring.  

 

Alterations:   

The McPherson House has excellent 

architectural integrity and is virtually 

unchanged from its original appearance. The 

main exterior change is the construction of the 

two-story north wing that includes a 

pantry/dining room on the first floor and 

bedroom with full bathroom above. The 

balustrade above the screened-in porch is non-

original. The roof covering has been changed 

from wood shingles to asphalt shingles.  

 

Interior changes are minimal and include the 

addition of rooms in the north wing. The front 

hall staircase, upper floor hallway, and some 

bedrooms have been carpeted. The current 

recreation room in the east (service) wing was 

originally comprised of two bedrooms.  

 

Outbuildings 

The Edwin Clark-designed coach house was built in 1929 and later received a screened-in porch 

on its east façade, and a one-story south wing. It is sheathed in light orange brick that matches 

the brickwork on the house and has a cross gable roof covered with asphalt shingles. Fenestration 

is primarily comprised of eight-over-eight or six-over-six wood-sash windows with jack arches. 

The front façade of the 1.5 story garage section has two segmental-arched openings with 

overhead wood-paneled doors, a wood-paneled service door, and a strip of four dormers. The 

front façade of the adjacent L-shaped dwelling has an entrance with wood-paneled door and two 

windows. The west façade has a wood paneled service door and one window on the first floor, 

and an arched multi-pane window on the upper level.  

 

A carpeted stairway provides access to the bedroom and full bathroom above the garage. The 

first floor living space has a hallway, a second bedroom and full bathroom, a living room, and a 

kitchen that opens onto the screened-in porch. Walls and ceilings are finished in plaster. Flooring 

is wood except for the hallway (parquet tiles) and bathrooms (ceramic tiles). Rooms have simple, 

unadorned wood baseboard and ceiling molding, as well as equally simple wood door and 

window casings, all painted white. Wood paneled interior doors are also painted white. The 

hallway has a chair railing.  

 

The coach house is fronted by a concrete courtyard bounded by brick walls on its east side that 

flank a one-story, flat-roofed storage building that is accessed by a pair of wood double-doors. 

Rear façade showing one-story north wing on the left, which 

was added in 1932, and the original balustrade above the 

screen-in porch. 
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Its brick walls match those of the courtyard walls. The 

north façade has four fixed windows, each with eight 

panes. The other facades are windowless.  

 

The Edwin Clark-designed pool house was built in 1936 

and is comprised of two hip roofed cabanas linked by a 

gable-roofed screened-in porch. The building is sheathed 

with aluminum siding and the roof is covered with 

asphalt shingles. The west façade has a total of five one-

over-one metal windows. Each cabana is accessed by a 

wood paneled door and has a shower and a wood bench.  

 

 

Architects Edwin H. Clark and Chester H. Walcott 

 

The McPherson House at 644 Pine Lane was among the distinctive residential designs by the 

firm Clark and Walcott, headed by partners Edwin H. Clark and Chester H. Walcott. Both of 

these esteemed architects specialized in high-style residential work, designing many houses on 

the North Shore and in Winnetka. Sketches, plans, and photos of their work together, practicing 

alone, or in partnership with others, were published in national magazines/journals, such as The 

American Architect, Architectural Record, House and Garden, Western Architect and Country 

Life (New York). News of their work was also regularly published in the popular press, including 

the Chicago Tribune.  

 

Edwin Hill Clark (1878-1967) was born in Chicago, the son of Alson and Sarah (Skinner) Clark. 

His father, a native of Vermont, came to Chicago in 1865 and was in the commission business 

until 1889, when he moved his family to Europe for two years. Alson Clark subsequently 

became president of the Wadsworth-Howland Company, which manufactured paints, and the 

well-to-do Clark family lived at 2229 Calumet Avenue, just one block east of the fashionable 

Prairie Avenue.46 Edwin Clark graduated from Phillips Academy in Andover, Massachusetts in 

1896, and from Yale University with a Ph.D. 1900. He worked as an assistant superintendent for 

his father’s paint company from 1900 to 1903, the year he married Katharine Bayley of Chicago. 

The couple had two children: Robert and Alice.47   

 

A severe case of lead poisoning led Clark to take a leave of absence from his position at the paint 

company in 1902, during which time he studied drafting at the Armour Institute in Chicago. He 

entered the architecture firm of William Otis the following year as an entry draftsman. 48  Clark 

received his architect’s license in 1907, and he and Otis became partners in 1908.49 This was the 

start of a business partnership that lasted until 1920. William A. Otis (1855-1929), the firm’s 

senior partner, received architectural training at the prestigious Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris. He 

 
46  “Alson Ellis Clark is Dead,” Chicago Tribune (January 16, 1911).  
47  Albert N. Marquis, The Book of Chicagoans (Chicago: A.N. Marquis & Co., 1926) 178. 
48  The American Institute of Architects Jury of Fellows, Edwin H. Clark Nomination for Fellowship, dated 

February 14, 1939.  
49  Albert N. Marquis, The Book of Chicagoans (Chicago: A.N. Marquis & Co., 1926) 178. 

East façade of coach house showing 

screened-in porch.  

East façade of Coach House showing 

screened-in porch.  
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entered the firm of Chicago architect William LeBaron Jenney in 1881, becoming a partner in 

1886 when the firm was renamed Jenney and Otis. He worked independently starting in 1889, 

designing public libraries, schools, houses, and churches in a variety of historical revival styles. 

Otis, a Winnetka resident, lived with his family in a house he designed at 644 Oak Street.50  

 

The architecture firm of Otis and Clark, which maintained offices at 105 S. Dearborn Street, 

designed many houses on the North Shore and their work was well-regarding among the 

architectural profession. The May 1915 issue of The Architectural Record included a lengthy 

profile on the firm’s residential work, accompanied by photos and descriptions of specific 

projects, including the James Ward Thorne House in Lake Forest (1910), designed in the French 

Renaissance Revival style. The Walter Kirk House in Lake Forest, commonly known as 

Vallombrosa, was modeled on a Tuscan villa. Chicago’s E.I. Cudahy residence was a three-story 

townhouse in the Italian Renaissance Revival style. Author Herbert Croly noted that, “The 

cleverness of architects who can handle so many different styles with so much taste and with 

such a nice sense of the idiom of each particular style is incontestable.”51 Works by Otis and 

Clark in Winnetka include the Arts and Crafts-inspired Greeley School (1912), the Georgian 

Revival style Indian Hill Club, as well as houses at 661 Blackthorn Road and 485 Cherry 

Street.52 

 

Edwin Clark established an architectural partnership with Chester Walcott in 1920, which lasted 

four years. The May 15, 1920 issue of American Contractor (p. 36) included a notice on the 

formation of the new firm: “Edwin H. Clark and Chester H. Walcott have announced that they 

have formed a partnership for the practice of architecture under the name of Clark and Walcott, 

at 8 E. Huron Street, Chicago.”  

 

Chester Walcott (1883 to 1947), the son of Chester P. and Martha (Howe) Walcott, graduated 

from Evanston High School in 1901 and from Princeton University in 1905 with a B.S. degree in 

architecture. He continued his architectural studies in Italy, and in atliers of the Ecole des Beaux 

Arts in Paris over the next three years. He entered a partnership with Arthur Brown (Brown and 

Walcott) in 1911 and practiced under his own name from 1916 to 1919.53 A resident of 

Winnetka, he married Julie Cummings on June 27, 1912 and the couple had two children: Helen 

(b. 1914) and Julie (b. 1917). The family lived in a house at 302 Forest Avenue in 1920, later 

moving to a house at 594 Elm Street.54  

 
50  William A. Otis, A Genealogical and Historical Memoir of the Otis Family in America (Chicago: 

Schulkins, Inc., 1924) 377-378.   
51  Herbert Croly, “Examples of the Work of Otis & Clark,” The Architectural Record, Vol. 37 (May 1915).   
52  Nan Greenough, “O” is for Otis,” Gazette (Winter 1998).  
53  Albert N. Marquis, The Book of Chicagoans (Chicago: A.N. Marquis & Co., 1931) 899.  
54  Ibid. U.S. Census for 1920.  
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The Clark and Walcott firm specialized in residential 

architecture, designing large houses and country 

estates in a variety of revival styles throughout 

Chicago’s North Shore suburbs. Their elegantly 

styled residences were characterized by decorative 

restraint and an appreciation for fine craftsmanship 

and materials. In addition to the McPherson House at 

644 Pine Lane, extant residential work by Clark and 

Walcott in Winnetka includes the Henry T. Stanton 

House at 698 Blackthorn Lane (1920), the William 

B. Mouton House at 1161 Pine Street (1920), and 

houses located at 1127 Sheridan (1920), 520 Oak 

Street (1921), 480 Rosewood (1921), and 610 Spruce 

Street (1921).55 The Colonial Revival style house 

they designed for Francis and Deborah Butler at 630 

Pine Lane (1922), a designated Winnetka landmark, was razed in 2009.  
 

A photo of Clark and Walcott’s French provincial style residence for Francis Parker Jr. in Lake 

Forest was included in the October 1922 issue of The Architectural Record. The November 1923 

issue of the same journal featured a photo of a Spanish Revival style house in Chicago designed 

by the architects for Victor S. Pearlman, in association with S.C. Wentworth. Clark and Walcott 

also designed houses for Leeds Mitchell and Alfred T. Carton in Lake Forest, and for Clifford 

Off and William G. Burt in Evanston. Non-residential 

commissions in Chicago included the aquarium and hatchery in 

Lincoln Park Zoo (1923; now Reptile House) and a remodeling 

of St. Chrysostom’s Parish House at 1424 N. State Parkway. 

The latter project was profiled in the November 1923 issue of 

Architectural Record. In Winnetka, they designed a large 

addition to the Edwin Clark-designed Indian Hill Club (1924) 

and buildings for the North Shore Country Day School.56  

 

The work of Clark and Walcott was profiled in the October 22 

issue of Western Architect (Volume 31), which included 16 

pages of photos and floorplans illustrating their work. An 

accompanying essay stated: 

 

 
55  Historian Charles Haskins compiled a list in ca. 2001 of Winnetka residences designed by Edwin Clark, 

either alone or in partnership with others, which identifies the houses at 1161 Pine Street and 1127 Sheridan as Clark 

and Walcott designs. This list also identifies seven other houses in Winnetka designed by this firm, but provides 

only the owner names, rather than street addresses. Other houses were identified as Clark and Walcott designs in the 

partial architectural survey of the Village of Winnetka.  
56  “Residence of Francis Parker Jr., Lake Forest, Architectural Record, Vol. 52 (October 1922) 289-299; 

“Residence of Victor Pearlman, Chicago, Architectural Record, Vol. 42 (November 1923) 549-551; “Chicago’s 

First Aquarium—in Lincoln Park,” Chicago Tribune (July 30, 1922); “St. Chrysostom’s Parish House, Chicago,” 

Architectural Record, Vol. 54 (November 1923) 531; “Indian Hill Club and $100,000 Addition,” Chicago Tribune 

(June 8, 1924); “Plan Elaborate Group for North Shore School,” Chicago Tribune (October 1, 1922).  

Clark & Walcott-designed Francis Parker, Jr., 

House in Lake Forest.  

Source: The Architectural Record (October 1922).  

Clark and Walcott-designed Stanton House at 698 

Blackthorn Road in Winnetka. Source: Western 

Architect, October 1922.  
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Clark and Walcott, architects, Chicago, are among the younger members of the 

profession who have established an enviable reputation for work of excellence and 

distinction. That suburban territory stretching north along the lake shore from Chicago, 

known as the North Shore, is the district in which the firm has done most of its work. 

Largely residential, there is some charming church work, a country club, and more 

recently some school work which bear the name of this firm of the individual members, 

Mr. Edwin H. Clark and Mr. Chester H. Walcott. Certain districts of Winnetka, notably 

that in the vicinity of Hill Country Club, bears the stamps of excellence of this firm’s 

work. 

 

…As will be noted in some designs, the architects have been influenced by American-

Colonial work, in others by English models; but an original and distinctly personal 

quality permeates each essay, whatever its inspiration, and in no case does one feel that 

the architects have been “bound” by historic precedent….In the work of Clark and 

Walcott we find a distinctly refreshing originality the expression of which has been made 

in terms well known to all—historic precedent if you please.57  

 

Chester Walcott’s successful application for membership in the American Institute of Architects 

was signed and endorsed by architects Edwin H. Clark and C. Herrick Hammond.58  Clark and 

Walcott dissolved their partnership in 1924 and established independent practices, as announced 

Chicago Tribune:  

 
Edwin H. Clark and Chester H. Walcott, who have operated under the firm name of Clark 

& Walcott for several years at 8 East Huron Street, are to practice architecture 

individually. Mr. Clark will remain at the present Huron street address and Robert G. 

Dwen and Walter J. Quaid will continue with him in their same capacity. Mr. Walcott has 

opened offices at 108 South LaSalle Street.59 

 

 
Clark and Walcott-designed addition (left) to the Edwin Clark-designed Indian Hill Club in Winnetka. 

Source: Chicago Tribune (June 8, 1924). 

 

Chester Walcott’s later residential works included Hawthorne Hall (1927), a Tudor style stone 

mansion built on a five-acre tract on the north side of Illinois Road, west of Locust Road, in a 

 
57  “The Work of Clark and Walcott,” The Western Architect, Vol. 31 (October 1922) 117; plates 1-16.  
58  Chester Walcott AIA membership application, undated: http://content.aia.org/sites/default/files/2018-

09/WalcottChesterH.pdf 
59  “News of the Architects,” Chicago Tribune (August 3, 1924).  
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then-unincorporated area between Winnetka and the Indian Hill estates section of Wilmette. In 

1934, he designed an enormous Colonial Revival style mansion for attorney Edward Brundage at 

700 S. Ridge Road in Lake Forest. He also designed several YMCA buildings, including those in 

Evanston (1420 Maple Avenue) and in Kenosha, Wisconsin. At the time of his death in 1947 at 

the age of 64, Walcott was working on plans for buildings on the new Lake Forest Academy 

grounds. He then lived at 770 N. Sheridan Road in Lake Forest.60  

 

Clark also enjoyed a successful career as an independent architect, designing a variety of 

institutional and recreational buildings while continuing his residential work. An early shopping 

center and theater in Wilmette, the Mission style Plaza Del Lago Shops and the Teatro Del Lago 

(demolished), were designed by Clark in the mid-1920s to accommodate the automobile. In 

Chicago, he designed the Latin School at 1531 N. Dearborn Street (1926) and the Waveland 

Field House (1932), a Collegiate Gothic structure with clock tower located on Waveland 

Avenue, east of Lake Shore Drive. He received the prestigious commission to design the plan 

and buildings for the new Brookfield Zoo in suburban Brookfield during the 1920s. Clark also 

designed Village Hall buildings for Winnetka and Hinsdale; a State Hospital in Manteno, 

Illinois; and the Lake Forest Library at 360 E. Deerpath (1931).61  His later residential 

commissions included the French Renaissance Revival style Alden Swift House (1925) in Lake 

Forest and the Dudley Cates House at 1190 Westmoor Road in Winnetka (1927).  

 

Edwin and Katharine Clark resided in Winnetka for 35 years, starting in 1910, living in two 

houses of Clark’s design, including a large Tudor Revival style home at 909 Mt. Pleasant Road 

(1927) and a Colonial Revival style home at 251 White Oak Lane (1938). Clark also designed 

two houses for his brother Mancell in Winnetka, which were located at 760 Bryant (1908) and at 

76 Locust Street (1924).62   

 

Edwin Clark belonged to a variety of upscale clubs throughout his professional career, which 

provided social venues to meet potential clients.  These included the University, Chicago, City, 

Saddle and Cycle, Indian Hill, Arts, Tavern and the Commercial. He later came out of private 

practice to form subsequent partnerships: Clark and Banse (1937-1939) and Clark and Stanton 

(1939-1940). He practiced independently post-1940 and retired in 1947. He resided in Evanston 

at the time of his death in 1967 at the age of 88.63  

 

  

 
60  “Hawthorne Hall, Big North Shore Home, Sold by Californian,” Chicago Tribune (September 28, 1947); 

“C.H. Walcott, 64, Lake Forest Architect, Dies,” Chicago Tribune (October 27, 1947); 

https://www.chicagobusiness.com/residential-real-estate/medline-ceos-ex-wife-selling-lake-forest-estate. 
61  The names of Chicago commissions came from: Alice Sinkevitch (ed), AIA Guide to Chicago (New York: 

Harcourt, 2004) and the Chicago Historic Resources Survey, Chicago Department of Planning and Development, 

1990. Information regarding Clark’s commissions outside Chicago was obtained from a review of the Avery Index 

to Architectural Periodicals and the finding aid for the Edwin H. Clark Papers on file at the Art Institute’s Ryerson 

and Burnham Archives. Sources on Clark’s work in Winnetka include the partial architectural survey of the Village, 

and Charles Haskins (compiler), List of Edwin Clark commissions, on file at the Winnetka Historical Society. 
62  Cindy Fuller, “909 Mount Pleasant Road: Local Architect Leaves Large Legacy,” Gazette (Spring 2001).   
63  “Services Set for Architect Edwin Clark,” Chicago Tribune (January 22, 1967).  
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Landmark Status of the Property 

 

The McPherson House is not a locally designated landmark or in a locally designated historic 

district.  It is not listed individually on the National Register of Historic Places or in a National 

Register Historic District.  It is not listed in the Illinois Historic Structures Survey conducted in 

the early 1970s.  

 

Evaluation of Historic Significance 

 

The house does not possess historic significance at a local, statewide, or national level. The 

historic (pre-1970) owners of this house were researched through a variety of sources, including 

the Chicago History Museum’s online catalog; the newspapers.com database; U.S. Census 

records, and the book titled, Who’s Who in Chicago and Vicinity for varying years. Several of its 

historic (pre-1970) owners were members of old and distinguished Chicago families and/or were 

well-respected in their fields. None, however, were found to merit individual distinction. No 

information was found relating the house to an historic event.   

 

Evaluation of Architectural Significance 

 

The McPherson House at 644 Pine Lane possesses statewide and local significance as a 

distinctive residential design by the firm Clark and Walcott and as a noteworthy example of an 

architectural style. Edwin H. Clark and Chester H. Walcott were highly esteemed architects who 

specialized in high-style residential work, designing many houses on the North Shore and in 

Winnetka. Sketches, plans, and photos of their work together, practicing alone, or in partnership 

with others, were published in national magazines/journals that included The American 

Architect, Architectural Record, House and Garden, Western Architect and Country Life (New 

York). News of their work was also regularly published in the popular press, including the 

Chicago Tribune. Edwin Clark, working alone or with Walcott, designed the Village Hall, North 

Shore County Day School, Indian Hill Country Club and many noteworthy houses in Winnetka. 

Clark also designed many prominent institutional and recreational buildings in the Chicago 

region, including the master plan and buildings for Brookfield Zoo. Several of his works as a 

sole practitioner are listed in the AIA Guide to Chicago and are rated “Orange” in the Chicago 

Historic Resources Survey, meaning that they possess “significance to the community. 

 

The McPherson House possesses local architectural significance as a unique example of a 

Colonial Revival style house with Shingle style elements. The Colonial Revival was fashionable 

as a residential style throughout the nation from the late nineteenth century through the 1940s 

and reflected the prevailing trend toward historicism, as architects looked nostalgically to the 

past for inspiration. Dozens of houses in Winnetka built from the 1920s through the 1940s were 

designed in this popular style. Such houses in the Village are typically clad in brick or wood and 

have a rectangular footprint, a symmetrical front façade with centrally located door, double-hung 

windows with multi-pane glazing, and a side-gabled or hipped roof, sometimes with dormers.  

High style examples may feature doors with fanlights and/or sidelights, porches with balustrades, 

Palladian windows, modillioned cornices, and pedimented dormers.   
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Colonial Revival elements featured in the McPherson house include its symmetrical front façade 

with centrally located door (east wing), elliptical fanlights over both front entrances, wood 

paneled doors, multi-paned double-hung windows with wooden shutters, and side-gable roofs. 

The house also displays wood shingle cladding on the second floor of the front and rear facades 

(main block), one- and two-story window bays, and exterior brick chimneys, which are 

hallmarks of the Shingle style. This popular residential style was mainly used in seaside resorts 

of the northeastern states in the late nineteenth century. As an amalgam of these styles, the 

McPherson House is a unique residence of picturesque appearance that displays high quality 

craftsmanship and materials. The house has excellent architectural integrity and the major 

change that occurred (north wing) was designed by the original architect.  

 

 Evaluation of Neighborhood Impact  

 

The McPherson House was built in 1922 as part of the original Winnetka Heights subdivision, 

which comprised a large, wooded tract on the western periphery of the Village bounded by 

Rosewood, Hibbard, Pine Street and Westmoor. The subdivision was developed by McGuire and 

Orr, who sold homesites at a cost $7,000 to $12,000 per acre.64 Property owners built high-style 

houses designed by prominent architects on their expansive parcels, which in some cases were 

over two acres in size. The houses built in this subdivision were spread far apart and generally 

not conceived in relation to each other, aside perhaps from houses on the interior private drives, 

such as the now-demolished Butler House and the McPherson House on Pine Lane, both of 

which were built in 1922 and designed by Clark and Walcott in the Colonial Revival style. The 

French Mansard style house at 614 Pine Lane (now the Indonesian Consulate) was the only other 

house built along this private drive in the 1920s. (See Sanborn Map attached to this report.)   

 

In 1927, Edwin Clark designed a magnificent Tudor 

Revival style house for insurance executive Dudley 

Cates at 1190 Westmoor Road, which is directly 

north of, but not visible from, the McPherson House. 

Both houses are located on large sites and they are not 

visible to each other. The original 3.5-acre size of the 

McPherson parcel was reduced to about 2.3 acres in 

1961, when owner Harold Nutting subdivided the 

property into three lots and sold off Lot 3 fronting 

Hibbard Road. In 2009, the Village of Winnetka 

rescinded the local landmark designation of the Butler 

House at 630 Pine Lane to allow for the subdivision 

of its parcel. This 1922 house was subsequently razed, 

and a Neo-Arts and Crafts style house built to the east 

at 624 Pine Lane.  Houses at the terminus of Pelham 

Road—a interior private drive to the east—are not 

visible from Pine Lane, due to heavy foliage and a tall 

stockade fence. 

 

 
64  “Final Sale Wednesday in Winnetka Subdivision,” Chicago Tribune (November 5, 1922).  

Butler House formerly located at 630 Pine Lane, 

just to the south of the McPherson House (razed 

2009). This house, like the McPherson House, was 

built in 1922 and designed by Clark and Walcott.  
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The nearest houses to Pine Lane that are visible from the public right-of-way are those on the 

1100 and 1200 blocks of Pine Street. There are 15 houses on these two blocks: five on the north 

side and 10 on the south side. The north side of Pine Street was part of the Winnetka Heights 

subdivision; its five houses have deep setbacks, are situated on exceedingly large lots, and were 

built in the 1920s in a variety of historical styles, including French Provincial, Arts and Crafts, 

Tudor Revival, and Colonial Revival. In contrast, the south side of this stretch of Pine Street was 

largely developed in the post-World War II period and features several Ranch type houses that 

face the street and have similar setbacks. This group of mid-twentieth century houses joined two 

earlier revival style houses: 1124 and 1154 Pine Street, designed in the Tudor and Colonial 

Revival styles, respectively. There is one post-1990 house on this block, a Neo-Eclectic style 

residence at 1180 Pine Street.  

 

The houses on Pine Lane and the 1100 and 1200 

blocks of Pine Street lack a cohesive architectural 

character. They include, with the McPherson House, 

two houses from the 1910s, seven from the 1920s, 

seven from the 1950s, and two houses built post-

1990. The houses range from one- to two-and-a-half 

stories in height and feature a variety of architectural 

styles, cladding materials, and rooflines. Massing is 

quite different as well, ranging from smaller-scale 

Ranch houses to large estate houses.  

 

The McPherson House and its coach house are 

located on a very isolated parcel that is set back approximately 500 feet from Pine Street. The 

property is accessed via a private drive and neither building can be seen from the street or from 

neighboring properties to the east, west, or north. It is only visible to residents of the house at 

624 Pine Lane. The McPherson House does not contribute to a cohesive grouping of houses 

within the larger Winnetka Heights Subdivision, or on nearby Pine Street. Its original neighbor to 

the south, the Butler House at 630 Pine Lane (1922), was demolished in 2009.  The house does 

not contribute to a cohesive grouping of houses, as residences on Pine Lane and the 1100 and 

1200 blocks of Pine Street display a variety of architectural styles, materials, and setbacks, and 

were built in different eras.  As a result, the demolition of the McPherson House would not have 

a negative impact on the existing character of the surrounding neighborhood.   

 

Person Responsible for Performing the Study 

 

Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., has worked as an independent architectural historian since 1998, 

documenting hundreds of buildings through local and national landmark nominations, 

architectural survey work, and Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) projects. She has 

also developed over a dozen HAIS reports for houses in Winnetka. Clients include architectural 

firms, non-profit organizations, development firms, and municipalities, including the City of 

Chicago. She is the co-author of a book titled, Benjamin H. Marshall, Chicago Architect 

(Acanthus Press, 2016), and a contributor to the book titled, Art Deco Chicago (Yale University 

Press, 2011).  

 

Edwin Clark designed Dudley Cates House at 1190 

Westmoor Road (1927), in the Winnetka Heights 

Subdivision.  
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, September 2020  

 

 
Front façades of main block and east wing, view looking northwest.  

 

 

 
Front entrance to main block. 
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, September 2020  

 

 
View looking northwest.  

 

 

 
Front entrance to east wing.  
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, September 2020  

 

 
View looking west.  

 

 

 
Rear façade, looking northeast.  
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, September 2020  

 

 
Rear façade, looking east.  

 

 
Screened-in rear porch. 
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, September 2020  

 

 
Rear façade, looking southeast.  

 

 

 
North façade, looking southeast.  
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, September 2020  

 

 
North façade, looking southwest. 

 

 

 
North façade, looking southwest.  
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Attachment B 

Interior Views, September 2020 
 

 

 
Entrance Hall and front door.  

 

 

 
Entrance Hall, view toward doors to screened-in porch. 
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Attachment B 

Interior Views, September 2020 

 

       
                Screened-in Porch.   First floor Office.               Door surround with keystone.             

 

 
                                                                 Living Room, view south. 

 

                
                   Living Room fireplace.                               Living Room, view northeast.   



 

Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the McPherson House, 644 Pine Lane, Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 

Submitted September 30, 2020     33 

Attachment B 

Interior Views, September 2020 

          

 
                                                                 Family Room, view south.  

 

           
           Dining Room, view northwest.                      Dining Room, view southwest.  

 

 

      
                      Pantry.                   Kitchen, view east.            Hall off the kitchen.   
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Attachment B 

Interior Views, September 2020 

     

         
              First floor Bedroom, view northwest.               Fireplace in first floor Bedroom.  

 

 

                    
        Entrance on east wing.    East wing bathroom.            Second floor hall.  

 

 

          
         Master Bedroom, view southwest.                   Bathroom off the Master Bedroom.   
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Attachment B 

Interior Views, September 2020 

      

           
           Master Bedroom, view northeast.                            Sitting Room off the Master Bedroom,  

 view southwest.  

 

          
      Sitting Room off the Master Bedroom,                Second floor bathroom.  

      view northeast.  

 

 

         
            Second floor hallway, view north.   Second floor bedroom, view northeast.  
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Attachment B 

Interior Views, September 2020 

 

          
       Bedroom in main block, view southwest.   Bedroom in main block, view northwest.  

 

 

      
North wing stairs and Bedroom.     North wing Bedroom, view northwest.       North wing Bathroom.  

 

 

 

         
      East wing Bedroom, view northeast.        East wing Bathroom.      East wing hallway.   
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Attachment B 

Interior Views, September 2020 

 

               
                      East wing hallway.        East wing Recreation Room, view northeast.  

 

                 
   East wing Recreation Room, view west.        East wing laundry room.  

 

     
Views of basement. 

 

                                 
Views of basement. 
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Floor Plans 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

First Floor Plan 
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Floor Plans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Second Floor Plan 
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Attachment D 

Outbuildings and Grounds, September 2020  

 

 

 
In-ground pool and pool house, looking southwest.  

 

 
View of pool house, looking southwest.  
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Attachment D 

Outbuildings and Grounds, September 2020  

 

          
Interiors of pool house and original light sconce on this building. 

 

 

         
                    Pool looking northeast.           View toward coach house from front driveway.  

 

 

            
            Coach house looking northeast.                             Coach house garage with bedroom above.  
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Attachment D 

Outbuildings and Grounds, September 2020  

 

               
      Front entrance to coach house living space.                  Coach house looking northeast.  

 

               
                 Coach house rear façade.                            Coach house screened-in porch.  

 

 

                            
              Stairs to coach house upper level.        Bedroom above coach house garage.   
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Attachment D 

Outbuildings and Grounds, September 2020  

 

                                         
           Coach house second floor bathroom.                    Coach house hallway. 

 

          

                  
                Coach house first floor bedroom.            Coach house first floor bathroom.  

 

 

               
                        Coach house kitchen.                    Coach house living room.   
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Attachment D 

Outbuildings and Grounds, September 2020  

 

 
Storage building with flanking brick walls. 

 

              
South facade of storage building.       North façade of storage building.   

 

 

 
Stone well on west side of coach house. 
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Attachment E 

  

Neighborhood Character Table 

 

Address Architectural Style Construction 

Date 

No. of 

stories 

cladding 

614 Pine 

Lane 

French mansard  1923 1.5 stucco 

624 Pine 

Lane 

Neo-Arts and Crafts 2009 2 wood shingle 

1124 Pine 

Street 

Tudor Revival 1910s 2.5 brick and stucco 

with half-timbering 

1134 Pine  

Street 

Ranch 1950s 1 brick 

1153 Pine 

Street 

French Provincial 1920 2 stucco 

1154 Pine 

Street 

Colonial Revival 1914 2 brick 

1161 Pine 

Street 

Arts and Crafts (not visible 

from public right-of-way) 

1920 2 Brick? 

1176 Pine 

Street 

Colonial Revival 1957 2 brick and aluminum 

siding 

1180 Pine 

Street 

Eclectic Post-1990 2 brick and stucco 

1201 Pine 

Street 

Tudor Revival 1920s 2.5 brick 

1208 Pine 

Street 

Ranch – Colonial Revival 1954 1 stone and aluminum 

siding  

1215 Pine 

Street 

Colonial Revival 1920s 2 brick 

1218 Pine 

Street 

Ranch - Colonial Revival 1954 1 aluminum siding 

1225 Pine 

Street 

Colonial Revival 1920s 2 brick  

1228 Pine 

Street 

Ranch – Colonial Revival 1955 1 stone and wood 

1248 Pine 

Street 

Ranch – Colonial Revival 1954 1 brick and aluminum 

siding 

1258 Pine 

Street 

Ranch 1955 1 stone 
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Attachment F  

Representative houses near 644 Pine Lane 

 

                                 
                                     614 Pine Lane                        624 Pine Lane 

 

                             
                                   1124 Pine Street               1153 Pine Street 

 

                             
                                1154 Pine Street           1176 Pine Street 

    

                                      
                                 1180 Pine Street             1201 Pine Street 
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Representative houses near 644 Pine Lane 

 

                              
                               1208 Pine Street    1215 Pine Street 

 

                                 
                                1218 Pine Street                  1225 Pine Street 

 

                                
                                1228 Pine Street                                1248 Pine Street 

 

 
1258 Pine Street 
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Representative Clark and Walcott-designed houses  

 

        
  Henry Stanton House at 698 Blackthorn Rd.                                          1161 Pine Street 

 

 

        
                     1127 Sheridan Road                         520 Oak Street 

 

 

        
                           480 Rosewood        610 Spruce Street 
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Pine Lane, as shown on the Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Map for Winnetka (New York: Sanborn 

Fire Insurance Company, 1938, rev. 1950).  
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  September 29, 2020 
 

P.O. Box 365 - Winnetka, Illinois 60093 t 847-446-0001  www.winnetkahistory.org   whsinfo@winnetkahistory.org 
  

 
 
Christopher Marx, AICP 
Associate Planner 
Village of Winnetka – Department of Community Development 
510 Green Bay Road 
Winnetka, Illinois 60093 
 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

The Winnetka Historical Society has reviewed Dr. Guarino's thorough research of the property at 644 
Pine Lane. We agree with the assessment that the property maintains both local and statewide 
architectural significance.  
 
In addition, while we are hesitant to agree with Dr. Guarino's assertion that the property contains no 
local historical significance, we do agree that the findings indicate that the historic owners were more 
notable for their familial or occupational associations than their own individual distinction.  
 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Mary Trieschmann       Meagan McChesney, PhD. 

Executive Director       Curator 

 

 

ATTACHMENT B

http://www.winnetkahistory.org/


 

ATTACHMENT C



   

 

 
   

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 

  Page 1 

MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: AUGUST 20, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-19: 644 PINE LANE 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On  September  21,  2020,  the  Landmark  Preservation  Commission  (LPC)  will  consider  a  request  to 
demolish the residence, detached garage, and coach house detached garage located at 644 Pine Lane. 
Please  return  any  available  information  regarding  the  architectural  and  historical  significance  of  the 
structure  to my  attention  by  the  end  of  the  day  on  Thursday,  September  10,  2020.  If  you  have  any 
questions please feel free to send an email to cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716‐3587.      
       
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date  Type  Owner  Architect 

8‐31‐1929  Build garage and alter residence  Donald McPherson  Not listed 

6‐30‐1930  Addition to residence  Donald McPherson  E.H. Clark 

4‐4‐1932  Addition to residence  Donald McPherson  Edwin H. Clark 

6‐19‐1936  Construct two bath houses for 
swimming pool 

Donald McPherson  Edwin H. Clark 

3‐19‐1937  Construct brick additions to single 
family dwelling and accessory 
garage building 

Donald McPherson  Edwin H. Clark 

5‐21‐1946  Alter and add accessory 2‐car 
garage 

Ralph Isham  L.W. Schwall 

7‐23‐1969  Second floor addition to single 
family residence 

Mr. and Mrs. Chas Harper  Wendt Cedarholm & 
Tippens 
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644 Pine – 2020 

 

 
 

 



 

PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
 

     

Address: 644 Pine Lane 

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1922   

Construction type: Brick   

Style: Maryland Colonial 

 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Donald F. 

McPherson 

and Frances 

Ogden 

McPherson 

1922 – 1942  1925 phone book; Real 

estate slip; Winnetka Talk 

obit 

Donald McPherson was an attorney 

at Sidley, McPherson, Austin & 

Burgess in Chicago. He was a 

captain in the Army during WWII, 

served for two years as the 

president of the Chicago Council 

on Foreign Relations and was a 

member of the Winnetka Village 

Council. Frances Ogden 

McPherson was the great niece of 

William B. Ogden, the first Mayor 

of Chicago. 

Ralph N. 

Isham, Jr. 

Approx. 1943 

– approx. 

1953 

 

 

Gazette article, Chicago 

Tribune obituary, 

Northwestern University 

profile on Ralph N. Isham, 

Sr., Cook County marriage 

record, Chicago Tribune 

marriage announcement  

Son of Ralph N. Isham, founder of 

the medical school now known as 

the Northwestern Feinberg School 

of Medicine, brother of George S. 

Isham (son-in-law of Donald F. 

and Frances McPherson), husband 

of Eleanor Dennehy (of the 

Dennehy Estate, which became the 

Forest Glen subdivision), brother-

in-law of and Josephine Dennehy 

and her husband Nicholas Galitzine 

of Russia (VP of ComEd in 

Chicago). Nicholas was the son of 

Prince Paul Galitzine of Smolensk, 

a Russian aristocrat and relative of 

the Czar. Isham was also the 

brother-in-law of Hemptead 

Washburne, son of Hemptead 

Washburne, a former Mayor of 

ATTACHMENT E



Chicago. 

Harold and 

Margaret 

Nutting 

Approx. 1954 

– 1962  

Real estate slip; 1954 

phone book; Winnetka 

Talk obituaries  

Harold Nutting was the former 

executive VP and general manager 

of Marshall Field and Co., 

chairman of the board to trustees of 

Presbyterian-St. Luke’s Hospital, 

chairman and chief executive 

officer of Overseas Industries, Inc., 

chairman of Thomas Moulding 

Brick Co., VP of Chicago YMCA, 

former president of the Chicago 

Better Business Bureau, VP and 

trustee of the Frozen Food 

Foundation, director of the 

National Retail Dry Goods 

Association, and was on the 

University of Chicago’s Citizen’s 

Board. Locally, Harold Nutting 

was a former director of North 

Shore Country Day School. 

Charles L. 

and Alice 

“Patty” 

Harper 

1963 - 1981 1963 phone book; 1979 

phone book; obituary 

Charles Harper was a Navy 

veteran, former president of H.M. 

Harper Company in Morton Grove 

and later VP of American Car and 

Foundry in Houston as 

CEO/General Manager of its 

WKM division. He also competed 

in the Olympic trials for rowing, 

helping the team qualify for the 

1952 Olympics (where the US 

team and his boat won gold). 

Andrew K. 

Block 

Approx. 1982 

– approx. 

2020 

1987 phone book; 2013 

phone book 

 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ON PROPERTY: N/A 

   

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND DESCRIPTION 

OF PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Edwin H. Clark and Chester 

H. Walcott 

1922; Build residence 1960 real estate slip; Gazette 

article on 760 Bryant (another 

Clark-designed home); Art 

Institute of Chicago’s 

collections biography on 



Clark.* 

Edwin H. Clark 1930; Addition to residence  

Edwin H. Clark 1932; Addition to residence  

Edwin H. Clark 1936; Construct two bath 

houses for swimming pool 

 

Edwin H. Clark 1937; Addition to residence 

and added garage 

 

L.W. Schwall (likely Laurence 

Schwall) 

1946; alter residence and 

added 2-car garage 

Chicago Tribune obituary  

Wendt, Cedarholm & Tippens 1969; second floor addition Chicago Tribune article 

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED:  

Phone books, property files, Chicago Tribune, Winnetka Talk, WHS digital files, The Gazette, 

Google search, Ancestry.com 

 

Date of Research: 8/31/2020 

 

Our research indicates that this property does have architectural and historical significance. The 

original architect of the property, Edwin H. Clark (along with his second business partner Russell 

Walcott, after previously partnering with William Otis) was a prominent architect who designed 

several well-known and/or historic buildings in the Chicagoland area, including several at the 

Lincoln Park Zoo (including the Administration building, Reptile House, and Primate House), 

the Brookfield Zoo, the Lake Forest Public Library, Hinsdale Village Hall, the Latin School of 

Chicago, Lake Forest Academy, and Willmette’s Plaza del Lago. Clark also designed several 

buildings for the 1933-1934 Century of Progress exposition in Chicago. In addition, Clark 

designed and co-designed some of the nationally-historic buildings at the National Zoological 

Park in Washington, D.C. (perhaps most notably the Elephant House).*  

 

Locally, Clark was the architect of many significant Winnetka buildings, including several 

historic homes, schools, and public buildings. In particular, Clark was the architect of 

Winnetka’s Village Hall (a local landmark building), North Shore Country Day School, Greeley 

School (in partnership with William Otis), and Indian Hill Club.** Clark also served as 

Winnetka’s Park Commissioner in the late 1930s.  

 

Additionally, this property has been home to several prominent Winnetka residents, including 

Donald F. McPherson, an accomplished Chicago attorney, and Frances Ogden McPherson, great 

niece of William B. Ogden, the first Mayor of Chicago. McPherson likely sold the property to 

his son-in-law’s brother Ralph N. Isham, who was the son of Ralph N. Isham Sr., the founder of 

Northwestern’s Feinberg School of Medicine. Isham was married to Eleanor Dennehy of the 

Dennehy Estate in Winnetka, which later became the Forest Glen subdivision. In addition, Isham 

was the brother-in-law of Josephine Dennehy and her husband Nicholas Galitzine, a Prince of 

Russia (and later the VP of ComEd in Chicago). Nicholas Galitzine was the son of Prince Paul 

Galitzine of Smolensk, a Russian aristocrat and relative of the Czar. Isham was also the brother-

in-law of Hemptead Washburne, son of Hemptead Washburne, another former Mayor of 

Chicago. 

 



In addition, 644 Pine Lane was also home to Harold Nutting, the former executive VP and 

general manager of Marshall Field and Co., chairman of the board to trustees of Presbyterian-St. 

Luke’s Hospital, chairman and chief executive officer of Overseas Industries, Inc., chairman of 

Thomas Moulding Brick Co., VP of Chicago YMCA, former president of the Chicago Better 

Business Bureau, VP and trustee of the Frozen Food Foundation, and director of the National 

Retail Dry Goods Association. Nutting was also the former director of North Shore Country Day 

School. 

 

*Read more about Clark’s prestigious career and his involvement with the National Zoo in 

Washington, D.C. in the National Park District’s Historic American Buildings Survey here: 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/master/pnp/habshaer/dc/dc1000/dc1027/data/dc1027data.pdf. 

 

**Other local properties designed by Edwin H. Clark (incomplete select list): 

Winnetka Village Hall (local landmark) 

North Shore Country Day School 

Greeley School 

Indian Hill Club  

760 Bryant 

777 Bryant 

800 Bryant 

485 Cherry 

510 Green Bay Road 

520 Oak 

480 Rosewood 

990 Sheridan 

1127 Sheridan 

1133 Sheridan 

610 Spruce 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

 

 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/master/pnp/habshaer/dc/dc1000/dc1027/data/dc1027data.pdf






































 











 



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Josephine Dennehy Becomes Bride of Prince
Photo, Acme
Chicago Daily Tribune (1923-1963); Apr 4, 1932; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. 17
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Architecture 

o 

Smaller firms sparkle in 
the big leaguers5 shadow 
By Paul Gapp 
Architecture critic 
BIG LEAGUE, "DOWNTOWN" architectural firms 

tend to get an inordinate share of public attention, 
largely because they design most of our tallest or 
otherwise spectacular buildings. _ 

But there are dozens of smaller firms, including 
many in the suburbs, which collectively carry major 
responsibility for creating our built environment. 

Like the large offices, they are run by a mixed bag 
of highly talented, mediocre, and nondescript design­
ers and engineers. 

Because their work affects all of us, it seemed salu­
tary to close in on one of the better fand, in some 
ways, typical] of them for a microcosmic look at how 
they function. 

And so, after a bit of shopping around, we descended 
on a Northfield firm whose partners are Forrest D. 
Wendt, Charles T. Cedarholm, and William C. Tippens. 
A series of interesting coincidences brought them to­
gether. 

All are in their middle 40s and received degrees 
from the University of Illinois, where none knew either 
of the others even though their years of study over-
lappsd. All later worked for Charles Stade & Associates, 
another firm of modest size in Park Ridge. Each left 
Stade at a different time to open tiny one- or two-man 
offices of their own. 

Eventually, all three were forced to face the same 
dismal fact: Trying to be a lone wolf architect is one of 
the most difficult enterprises imaginable. While work­
ing on one job, you have no free time to hustle up new 
business. If you're sick for a couple of weeks, it's a 
disaster. ' 

Faced with those obstacles and others, the disen­
chanted trio of- loners rediscovered each other in 1967 
and formed the firm of Wendt, Cedarholm, Tippens, 
Inc., which today employs four persons in addition to 
the partners. 

"We decided right at the start to spell out areas of 
authority to avoid conflicts," said Cedarholm. "So Bill 
is office manager and supervisor of construction, For­
rest is in charge of new business, and I handle de­
sign." 

-• In practice", however, there is overlapping of respon­
sibility and a free-wheeling sense of informality around 
the office which is common to small firms. 

It is the kind of working environment which seems 
highly appropriate for the flow of architectural ideas. 
Contrast it, if you will, with the big downtown shops, 
where one man may spend a whole year designing and 
redesigning a rubbish disposal system for a towering 
megastructure. That kind of labor, as many an archi­
tect will tell you, is a pathway to madness and about 
as creative as playing with mud. 

"We bounce ideas off each other," said Tippens, 
"and we're free of the endless, administrative paper 
shuffling we'd have to do if we were big." 

Unlike New York, Chicago Is not bubbling with ar­
chitectural ferment and dialogue of the sort which 
might leave a suburban designer feeling out of things. 
Still, the three partners manage to attend seminars 
and other events to keep their professional edges well-
honed. Tippens enjoys giving slide-illustrated lectures 
on Chicago's architectural masterworks. 

"Perhaps the most important quality we have to" sell 
to potential clients is the thing they're most concerned 
about, and that's personal attention," said Wendt. 

"The client knows with whom he's working because 
one of us is continuously in charge of a project from 
start to finish. It's not like a big shop, where some­
body new may show up at every meeting. That can be 
disconcerting." 

It is usually neither cheaper nor more expensive to 
retain a small architectural firm. Fees everywhere are 
based on a percentage of total construction cost and* 
also vary by building types; the highest percentage 
fees usually apply to single family houses. 

Architects, like doctors and lawyers, are not permit­
ted to advertise [although they can promote them­
selves in quieter ways]. Wendt, Cedarholm, and Tip-
pens thus spent a lot of time sitting around and nerv­
ously cracking their knuckles until the first job camq 
along. It was a church addition. 

The chairman of the church's building committee 
also happened to be board chairman of a suburban 
park district which shortly afterward needed somebody . 
to design a recreation center. On the strength of their 

http://www.elmhurstpubliclibrary.org
mailto:reference@elmhurst.org
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Ideas flow around a drawing board in the subur­
ban architecture firm founded by partners Forrest 

church performance, the architects captured the park 
district job and "were on their way. 

Since then, their major projects have included 15 
libraries, 15 recreation buildings, 10 office buildings, 
five industrial structures, 10 houses, 3 restaurants, and 
a public housing project. 

''We believe we've done more municipal libraries 
than anyone else in the suburban metropolitan area," 
said Cedarholm. "But we don't want to overemphasize 
that as a specialty because it might blunt our reputa­
tion for versatility." 

"And we like to think that our libraries have few 
common characteristics," said Tippens. "Instead, 
they're responsive to individual design problems. 

"We've tried to develop lasting designs, rather than 
anything that's modish or farout. We also try very 
hard for warmth in terms of design, materials, and 
the way we handle space." 

Because all bookshelves in today's small libraries are 
open to the public, the space handling is more than a 
bit tricky. Open floor plans with a maximum of flexi­
bility are mandatory, bui some areas must carry a 
feeling of privacy and snugness. 

Audio-visual facilities, book-theft detection 'devices, 
and computer connections between sharing libraries 
are among other advances in library science which 
must either be built in or anticipated as future addi­
tions. 

A library's facades are almost equally important. In 
some of our new dreary, flatland suburbs, the library is 
the only culture symbol in town and deserves to look 
as handsome outside as within. > •> 

But as- Cedarholm pointed out, the Northfield firm 
doesn't spend all of its time exploring the nuances of 
how to mix people and books. Indeed, their other ma­
jor speciality has turned out to be recceation buildings, % 
particularly those housing racquetball layouts [both> 
public and for profit]. They've done eight racquetball^ 
facilities, and thus probably know as-much as anybody'''" 
about how to physically accommodate the burgeoning 
sport. ;. '«- . - I f " ' . 
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D. Wendt (left), Charles T. Cedarholm, and William 
C. Tippens. - ^ . . , ., * 
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Oddly, there are .absolutely no standard speoifica-' 
lions for building a racquetball court, except that it be 
exactly the same size as a handball court [for which 
use it is interchangeable]. Theoretically, you can con­
struct one with anything from mahogany to marble. 

"We're sure some kind of specs will eventually be 
adopted, though," said Tippens. "Many of the better 
players immediately detect a difference in 'feel' when 
they play a new court, and others are even fussy about 
noise variations in certain sections of a court." 

The smacking, twanging, popping noises of racquet­
ball are considered to be highly marketable in the 
private clubs springing up everywhere. ? \ v , .„ 

"In the old-time YMCAs, nobody except the players^ 
knew what went on inside a handball court,^because'v. 
there was rarely a place provided for people to <$. 
watch," Tippens recalled. (i

 v •• ^ - ^ 
"Today, when we do a racquetball building, we de­

liberately design it so the noise of play spills out into-
the lobby and the spectator gallery. When potential 
club members come in for a look around, the excite­
ment of all this helps convince them to sign up." 

A couple of years ago/promoters got the idea "of';* 
telecasting the national racquetball championship; fi­
nals in Las Vegas. When they couldn't figure out how 
to train cameras on the action from a,variety of an­
gles, they came to Wendt, Cedarholm, and Tippens. >., ,, 

"We designed a demountable, four-wall court con­
structed of rigid, Ts-inch glass," said Tippens," "and • 
we were certain it would work.". The telecasting plans ., 
fell through for other reasons, however,' and ItheV) 

) *£ fit 

therein suburbia. They, njay:, not be turning .out any-^ 
skyscrapers, but their work-his a^great impact on the 
quality of life in the ^mUropolitan iarea:?! Let us^not., 
forget that the downtown elite coxpi:0farcbiteets; holds 
no monopoly on good design' and buildings thaP'woxk/' 
the wayythey're supposed to ****--" . t ^ s ^ 

A*-
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Palatine Public Library designed by Wendt, Cedarholm, Tippens, Inc. 

Top honors for a design quartet 

Mutual Trust Life Building. 

•>•••' r .*' 
FOUR CHICAGO-AREA architecture firms have won this 

year's annual "excellence In masdnry" awards, presented by 
the Metropolitan Chicago Masonry Council. 

That" may seem to have a .rather commercial ring to it, 
but be advised that the council does not fling Its bouquets In 
the crass manner of certain other groups that promote build' 
ing materials. 

A couple of -years ago, the council turned over responsi­
bility for judging to the national office of the American 
Institute of Architects. , 

It won cheers for that decision, because it meant'awards. 
would no longer be dispensed indiscriminately toJarchitects 
Just1 because they happened to use bricks. Only masonry 
structures are eligible,.of course, but the sole criterion is 
good design. - i £V._ 

The winners," selected from among 48 entries:: , r
 ( 

• The Perkins & Will Group, Inc., which took top honors 
in the competition for the Mutual Trust Life" Building in Oak 
Brook, an elegant structure in which brick plays an almost 
ornamental role despite the crisp simplicity of the basic 
design r .-i .. 

• Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, for the Percy L. Julian 
High School, 10330 S. Elizabeth St., a handsomely detailed 
complex built on a difficult site hemmed in by railroad 
tracks and the Dan Ryan Expressway; ' * 

• The Samuels Group, Inc., of Northbrook, for the conti­
guous Central Savings and Loan and Ace Hardware buildings 
at Clark Street and Broadway. In scale and form7 the struc­
tures stand as little bastions of architectural integrity at the 
gateway to New Town's commercial vulgarity; 

• Barancik, Conte & Associates, for the Wieboldt office 
building in Evanston, a five-story structure which was cited 
in part for its comppfability with the surrounding neighbor­
hood. u t v* - *- - * ' •*, 

Judges of the contest, who assembled in Washington, were . 
Chloethiel Woodard Smith, M. Elliott Carroll, and William L. 
Ensign. All are fellows of the American Institute of Archi-^ 
tects. 

$ . < * • Paul Gapp 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE Arts & Fun—March 21^1976 
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8/19/2020 

 

644 Pine Lane – Proposed Demolition and Construction Schedule 

 

With respect to the schedule, my wife and I are in the early phase of coming up with plans for a new 

home.  We anticipate starting demolition and construction of a new home in the Fall of 2021.  We’ve 

been told the new construction could be up to 12 ‐ 15 months.  Our timing could change as we get into 

the details, but this is our best estimate at this time. 

 

‐ Doug Minahan 
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: OCTOBER 27, 2020 

SUBJECT:  636 GARALND AVENUE – HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL 
IMPACT STUDY (CASE NO. 20-20-LPC) 

 
INTRODUCTION  

Meeting Date November 2, 2020 

Requested Commission Action Determine whether the HAIS is complete and if so whether 
the proposed demolition will result either in the loss of a 
building or structure that is of historic or architectural 
significance or in the significant alteration of the architectural 
character of the immediate neighborhood. 

Preliminary Historical and Architectural 
Review 

September 21, 2020, by a vote of 7-0 required submittal of 
an HAIS. 

Property Address 636 Garland Avenue 

Property Owner Sue Elizabeth Morrison Boatman Garland Trust 

Application Submitted by Matthew Havey – Contract Purchaser (See Attachment D – 
Application Materials) 

Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet 

Completed 

Newspaper Notice The meeting was properly noticed in the Winnetka Talk on 
October 15, 2020. 

Public Comments as of Date of Memo Staff has received no comments from the public regarding 
this HAIS.    

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Comments on HAIS 

The WHS finds the HAIS complete and agrees that the house 
is historically significant because of its association with 
William Aitken. The WHS also agrees that the property is not 
particularly architecturally significant in terms of its design 
characteristics, and that damage from the house fire may 
have irreparably damaged whatever significant 
characteristics remained (See Attachment B). 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION  

Property Size 0.477 acres 

Location South side of Garland Avenue between Forest Street and 
Church Road 

Improvements Single-family residence with attached garage 

Zoning R-4 Single Family Residential 

Surrounding Zoning R-4 Single Family Residential to the south, east and west, and 
R-5 Single Family Residential to the north 
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PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment D, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment E, WHS Report 

Constructed 1924 

Additional Construction Activity 1923 – Build frame and brick veneer residence; 1986 – 
Construct one-story bay window added to back of existing 
single family residence 

Winnetka Historical Society  The WHS research indicates that there is both architectural 
and historical significance for the Subject Property. The 
original architect of the property was William Aitken, who 
designed many prominent buildings in Winnetka and the 
Chicago North Shore. The property was also home to several 
prominent Village residents. 

• Historical Significance • Residents 

• Harold F. Leahy, founder and former president of the 
LaSalle Paper Company in Chicago.  

• Robert Boatman and Susan Garland (formerly Susan 
Boatman). Susan Garland was a longtime Winnetka 
resident who was involved in various community 
organizations before she died tragically in a fire that 
broke out in her bedroom at 636 Garland. 

• Architectural Significance William Aitken was a well-known architect and builder of 
several notable homes on the North Shore. He was the 
founder of the Village of Bannockburn and built many of its 
first homes. In Winnetka, Aitken designed and built the 
Aitken building on the corner of Green Bay Road and Gage 
Street, as well as the home at 500 Maple, a Winnetka 
Landmark. Aitken also designed and built the home at 671 
Lincoln, where the movie “Home Alone” was filmed. 636 
Garland is a spacious Georgian Revival that contains many 
similar features to Aitken’s well-known homes in Winnetka 
and elsewhere. 

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY  

Other Permits for New Single-Family Homes 
on Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley) 

None 

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity 

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and 
noise impacts in the neighborhood. 

 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

In making its determination regarding the historical and architectural impact of the subject 
property, the Landmark Preservation Commission shall consider the following: 
 

a. the historic and architectural impact study prepared pursuant to the foregoing Section 
15.52.050; 

b. the preliminary property history study prepared pursuant to Section 15.52.040; 
c. comments of the Winnetka Historical Society on the application and study; and 
d. any other information, comment or evidence received by the Commission at the impact 

determination meeting or at the preliminary review meeting. 
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Prior to making a determination, the Commission must first determine if it finds the Historical 
Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) complete. If the LPC determines that the HAIS filed by the 
Applicant is incomplete or otherwise insufficient to enable the LPC to make a determination as to 
the impact of the proposed demolition, the LPC may direct the Applicant to complete, amend or 
supplement the report and may continue the impact determination meeting pending the 
Applicant’s filing of a complete application. 
 
If the Commission does find the HAIS complete, a Commission member may make one of the two 
following motions (a) Demolition Without Delay or (b) Delay of Demolition: 
 
Demolition Without Delay 

I make a motion finding that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 636 Garland 
Avenue prepared by Benjamin Historic Certifications is complete and that  the proposed 
demolition will not have a significant negative architectural or historical impact on either 
the Village as a whole or on the immediate neighborhood. 
 
Based upon these findings, the demolition may proceed without a delay. 
 

Delay of Demolition  

I make a motion finding that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 636 Garland 
Avenue prepared by Benjamin Historic Certifications is complete and that the building or 
structure is considered to be historically or architecturally significant as it meets one or 
more of the following standards [Commission member should note which of the following 
standards should be included in the motion]: 
 
(1) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design without regard to the time 

built or historic associations; 
(2) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design that is not the result of a 

change or a series of changes in the original structure;  
(3) the structure exemplifies an architectural style, construction technique or building type 

once common in the Village; 
(4) the structure exhibits an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or construction 

technique that contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as an accent or 
counterpart; or  

(5)  that the property has been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the 
Village Code, has been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey 
conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation, or has been 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the Illinois Register of Historic Places. 

 
The Commission also finds that the proposed demolition will have a significant negative 
architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a whole or on the immediate 
neighborhood due to the following architecturally or historically significant aspects of the 
structure: 
 

1. [Commission member to fill in]  
2.  __________________________________________________________________- 

 
Preservation alternatives to the demolition of the structure include: 
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1. [Commission member to fill in]. 

 
The Commission continues to encourage interest in and understanding of preservation in 
the whole of the Village as it may be applicable to the demolition permit request under 
review and to encourage and provide means of communication and exchange of views 
between the applicants and the owners and occupants of properties within two hundred 
fifty (250) feet of the subject property. 
 
Based upon these finding, the demolition must be delayed for a period of 60 days in 
order to explore alternatives to total demolition. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  HAIS prepared by Benjamin Historic Certifications  
Attachment B:  Historical Society HAIS Comments 
Attachment C:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment D:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment E:  Historical Society Research  
Attachment F:  Application Materials 
 
 



 
 

HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT STUDY (HAIS) 
 

636 GARLAND AVENUE, WINNETKA 
The Ray Devere Smith House 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUSAN BENJAMIN and JEANNE SYLVESTER 
BENJAMIN HISTORIC CERTIFICATIONS 
711 MARION AVENUE 
HIGHLAND PARK, IL 60035 
Submitted to the Village of Winnetka on October 9, 2020 
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Susan Benjamin and Jeanne Sylvester of Benjamin Historic Certifications have prepared this 
Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for the Ray Devere Smith House at 636 Garland  
Avenue in Winnetka, Illinois, with the assistance of Andrew J. Elders, an associate of Benjamin 
Historic Certifications. Our qualifications are as follows: 
 
Susan Benjamin is an architectural historian with 30-plus years of experience, writing well over 
175 local and National Register nominations and preparing more than 200 property tax freeze 
and federal income tax credit applications. Her B.A. is in Art History from Brown University, 
and her M.A. is from the University of Minnesota. Susan served as the first chairman of 
Highland Park Historic Preservation Commission. She frequently consults on Historic 
Preservation projects, lectures and has written several articles and books on Chicago architecture. 
She and architect Stuart Cohen are the authors of Great Houses of Chicago: 1871 – 1921 (2008) 
and North Shore Chicago: Houses of the Lakefront Suburbs: 1890 – 1940 (2004), published by 
Acanthus Press, New York. Susan has most recently authored another book, entitled Modern in 
the Middle: Chicago Houses 1929 – 1975 (2020), with Michelangelo Sabatino, professor and 
director of the PhD program and interim dean at the Illinois Institute of Technology. Susan is a 
resident of Highland Park. 
 
Jeanne Sylvester joined Benjamin Historic Certifications after receiving her M.S. in Historic 
Preservation from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. While at SAIC, Jeanne interned 
with the Landmarks Division of the City of Chicago Planning Department where she researched, 
photographed and drafted numerous landmark designation reports. She also interned with 
WTTW Chicago where she researched subjects for the award winning program “Ten That 
Changed America.” Jeanne earned a B.A. in history from Northwestern University and a J.D. 
from DePaul University College of Law. She has researched and drafted multiple Historic 
American Building Survey projects, including one for Chicago Union Station. With Benjamin 
Historic Certifications, Jeanne has completed several surveys, Historic and Architectural Impact 
Studies, Historic Resource Evaluations, and Historic Property Tax Freeze applications. She is the 
author of “The ‘Beaux-Arts Boys of Chicago: An Architectural Genealogy, 1890 – 1930” 
published by the journal Classicist. She is a resident of Long Grove.  
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636 Garland Avenue 
Constructed in 1924 

With exterior alterations in 1986 
Designed by William Aitken 

 
Property Index Number: 05-21-311-011-0000 

 
Ownership History of the Land Parcel 

The legal description for the property at 636 Garland Avenue is:  
 
The east 90 feet of Lot 4 in Block 3 in John C. Garland’s Addition to Winnetka, Being a 
Subdivision of the North 120 Acres of the Southwest ¼ of Section 21, Township 42 North, 
Range 13, East of the Third Principal Meridian, in Cook County, Illinois. 
 
 
 

Historic Owners of the Land Parcel and 636 Garland Avenue1 
 
 

Property Owners Approximate Period of Ownership 
William Aitken 1924 

Ray Devere Smith 1925 - 1931 
Edward B. Mallers 1932 – 1933/34 
Harold F. Leahy 1933/34-1935/36 

Gustavus Theodore Hellmuth 1936/37 – 1942 
Mary (Bernard ) Schroeder 1942 - 1971 

Robert Boatman and Susan Boatman Garland  1971 - 2020 
 

 
 
William Aitken  
William Aitken was living in Bannockburn, Illinois at the time this building was constructed, so 
while he identified himself as the owner of the building on the construction permit, it is unlikely 
that he lived in the house. The first resident of the house was Ray D. Smith. 
 
 
 
  

 
1 Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the Cook County Recorder of Deeds Office was closed during this project. 

Researching the chain of title prior to 1990 was limited to permits from the Village of Winnetka address files, 
telephone directories and other information from the Winnetka Historical Society, and online searches. 
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Ray Devere Smith (1879-1970) 
Blanche Ethel Hinckley Smith (1880-1965) 
Resided in the house from 1925-1931 
 
Ray Devere Smith was born in Plano, Illinois on October 22, 1879 
to Freeman J. and Inez L. Smith.  Ray was raised in Aurora after 
his parents’ divorce, and was living with his mother there and 
working as a shipping clerk at the time of the 1900 Federal 
Census.2 
 
On September 24, 1903, Ray Smith married Blanche Elizabeth 
Hinckley in Aurora, who had been born in that city in 18803 to 
Charles Clifford and Mary Stothard Hinckley. At the time of the 
1910 Census, Ray and Blanche were living at 1543 E. 66th Place4 
in Chicago’s Woodlawn neighborhood with their son Clifford 
Hinckley Smith, who was born on November 17, 1905.5  Ray 
Smith was working as the Officer Manger for a publishing 
company. By the 1920 Census, the Smith family was living in the 
Edgewater neighborhood at 6358 N. Wayne Street, and Ray was 
the Credit Manager for an engineering school, the Chicago 
Engineering Works.6  By 1922, Ray was not only the general 
manager of the Chicago Engineering Works, he was also the 
president of the Ravenswood Industrial Baseball League, which 
was composed of teams representing Ravenswood’s industrial 
plants.7 
 
Ray and Blanche Smith moved to the home at 636 Garland in 
1925, and were still residing there at the time of the 1930 Census 
with their maid, Emma Throop.8  By this time, Ray was listed as 
the proprietor of a correspondence school, and the house was 
valued at $50,000, the equivalent of approximately $778,000 in 
2020.  According to the 1940 Census, the Smiths had moved on to 
a house at 3001 Simpson Street in Evanston, where they lived with 
a maid and her daughter.9 
 
The Chicago Engineering Works was incorporated in 1916, and by 1921 was billing itself as the 
largest correspondence school of electrical engineering in the world.10  It appears that the 
Chicago Engineering Works became the Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Institute sometime 

 
2 1900 United States Federal Census, ancestsry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
3 “Couple’s Folks Each Observe 50th Wedding,” Chicago Tribune, September 27, 1953. 
4 1910 United States Federal Census, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
5 United States Social Security Application and Claims Index, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
6 1920 United States Federal Census, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
7 “Industrials To Open Tomorrow,” Chicago Tribune, May 19, 1922. 
8 1930 United States Federal Census, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
9 1940 United States Federal Census, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
10 “Mail College Plans Building in Ravenswood,” Chicago Tribune, May 26, 1921. 

 
Ray D. Smith 
Chicago Tribune, Jul. 11, 1937 

 
Blanche Smith 
1955 photo, ancestry.com 
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around 1934, and Smith was serving as president of that organization by 1937.  In 1939, the 
institute changed names again, becoming the Industrial Training Institute.  Ray D. Smith retired 
as president of the Industrial Training Institute in 193811 and was succeeded by his son Clifford, 
with Ray becoming chairman of the school’s board of directors, retiring in 1960.1213 
 
Ray D. Smith was an enthusiastic collector of Civil War material.  As the descendent of one of 
General Sherman’s soldiers, he amassed a collection of some 8,000 books with his son Clifford 
beginning in 1903.  In 1961, Ray and Clifford Smith donated their collection to Knox College in 
Galesburg, Illinois, where it remains as the Ray D. Smith Collection.14 
 
Blanche Hinckley Smith died on June 4, 1965,15 and Ray Devere Smith died on April 26, 1970.16  
Both are buried in Memorial Park Cemetery in Skokie. 
 
 
Edward Benjamin Mallers, Jr. (1898-1975) 
Helen Ann Mullaley Mallers (1902-1983) 
Resided in the house from 1932-1934 
 
Edward Benjamin Mallers, Jr. was born in Chicago on June 28, 
1898 to Edward B. and Daisy Gale Mallers.17  His grandfather, 
John B. Mallers, was a prominent real estate developer (he built 
the Mallers Building at 5 South Wabash in Chicago, 1911, 
Christian A. Eckstrom architect), and his father Edward B. Sr. was 
a junior partner in the family’s firm.18 Edward Sr. died in 1903,19 
and his wife later remarried and moved to California, leaving 
young Edward and his sister in the care of his paternal 
grandparents in Chicago.20  Edward B. Mallers, Jr. graduated from 
the University of Illinois in Champaign in 1922, where he was a 
member of Sigma Nu fraternity.21  

 
11 “Civil War Mementoes Donated,” Chicago Tribune, November 30, 1961. 
12 “Couple’s Folks Each Observe 50th Wedding,” Chicago Tribune, September 27, 1953. 
13 “Ray D. Smith” [obit.], Chicago Tribune, April 28, 1970. 
14 “Civil War Mementoes.” 
15 Verified by Memorial Park Cemetery, Skokie on October 6, 2020. 
16 Ray D. Smith obituary. 
17 U.S. Passport Applications, 1795-1925, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
18 “Edward B. Mallers” [obit.], Chicago Tribune, May 13, 1903. 
19 Ibid. 
20 1910 United States Federal Census, ancestry.com, October 5, 2020. 
21 The Illio, 1922, ancestry.com, accessed October 6, 2020. 

 
Edward B. Mallers 
1922 yearbook photo, 
ancestry.com 
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On November 25, 1924, Edward B. Mallers, Jr. married Helen 
Ann Mullaley in Chicago, born on September 2, 190222 to William 
J. and Anna Murphy Mullaley. Two sons were born to the couple: 
Edward Benjamin III on January 20, 1926, and William Joseph on 
December 5, 1928.23  The material comfort of the Mallers family 
was greatly enhanced upon the death of Edward’s paternal 
grandmother Theresa in 1926, leaving an estate of $400,000 
(approximately $5.8 million in 2020) to be divided principally 
between four heirs, of whom Edward was one.24 At the time of the 
1930 Census, the Mallers family was living at 506 Sheridan Road 
in Kenilworth, with Edward’s profession being listed as a real 
estate broker.25 By the 1940 Census, the Mallers family had 
moved to Chicago, renting a flat at 517 W. Barry Ave.26 Edward 
III married Ruth Mersoit in 1952, and William graduated from 
Loyola University in 1950, and married Carole Combiths in 1956. 
 
Edward Benjamin Mallers, Jr. died on February 22, 1975,27 and Helen Mullaley Mallers died on 
November 25, 1983.28   
 
Harold Francis Leahy (1890-1969) 
Jean Law Leahy (1897-1983) 
Resided in the house from 1934-1936 
 
Harold Francis Leahy was born in Janesville, Wisconsin on August 26, 1890 to Thomas Bernard 
and Margaret Broderick Leahy.29  His parents had relocated to Milwaukee by 1900, and 
eventually to Chicago after 1913, where Thomas Leahy became an officer of the Chicago Gum 
Tape Company.  Harold Leahy was a member of Harvard’s Class of 1913.30  In 1917, he was 

 
22 U.S. Passport Applications, 1795-1925, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
23 United States Social Security Application and Claims Index, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
24 “Mrs. Mallers’ Will Filed; 8 Share Estate,” Chicago Tribune, March 6, 1926. 
25 1930 United States Federal Census, accessed October 5, 2020, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
26 1940 United States Federal Census, accessed October 5, 2020, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
27 U.S., Department of Veterans Affairs BIRLS Death File, 1850-2010, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 

2020. 
28 Cook County, Illinois Death Index, 1908-1988, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
29 U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
30 1913 Harvard Class Album, Google Books, accessed October 6, 2020. 

 
Helen Mallers 
Chicago Tribune, Dec. 4, 1924 
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Vice President of the Chicago Gum Tape Company,31 and by 1920 
was serving as a salesman for the company, where his father was 
Secretary.32  In 1924, Thomas Leahy was serving as President of 
the Chicago Gum Tape Company and Harold was the head of the 
La Salle Paper Company.  The companies were evidently 
connected as they jointly constructed a two-story building at 855 
W. Adams Street in Chicago,33 which stood until 2018. 
 
Around 1930, Harold F. Leahy married Canada native Jean Law, 
and their daughter Diana Jean was born on December 23, 1931.34  
In 1940, the Leahys were living at 745 Oak Street in Winnetka, 
and Harold was listed as President of La Salle Paper.35  La Salle 
Paper was dissolved in 1963, and Harold Leahy retired.36  
Daughter Diana graduated from Northwestern University in 1953, 
and in that year married Samuel Gentles of Winnetka.37 
 
Harold Francis Leahy died on February 1, 1969,38 and Jean Law 
Leahy died on April 17, 1983.39  Both are buried in Memorial Park 
Cemetery in Skokie. 
 
Gustavus Theodore Hellmuth (1884-1975) 
Hulda Banera Margareta Lundblad Hellmuth (1881-1970) 
Resided in the house from 1936-1942 
 
Canada native Gustavus Theodore Hellmuth was born in London, Ontario on May 31, 1884 to 
Gustavus Stewart and Agnes Cooke Hellmuth.40  He emigrated to America as an infant in August 
188441 with his family, ending up in Ocean Springs, Mississippi.42  He was educated in Ocean 
Springs schools and graduated from John Marshall Law School in 1910 after a brief career in 
business and brokerage.43  The following year, he married Hulda Banera Margareta Lundblad, a 
Swedish immigrant born on December 12, 1881 in Malmo.44  She arrived in the United States 
with her parents Ewald and Johanna in 1891, settling in Chicago.45  Hulda worked as a 

 
31 World War I Draft Registration Card, ancestry.com, accessed October 6, 2020. 
32 1920 United States Federal Census, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
33 “Adams-Peoria Corner Sold,” Chicago Tribune, January 6, 1924. 
34 U.S., Social Security Death Index, 1935-2014, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
35 1940 United States Federal Census, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
36 “Harold Leahy,” Chicago Tribune, February 1, 1969. 
37 “Diana Gentles,” The (Boulder CO) Daily Camera, August 4, 2013. 
38 Verified by Memorial Park Cemetery, Skokie on October 6, 2020. 
39 “Jean Leahy,” Chicago Tribune, April 18, 1983. 
40 Who's Who in Illinois, a Biographical Dictionary of Leading Men and Women of the Commonwealth. 

(Vol. One), vol. 1 (Chicago, IL: Larkin, Roosevelt & Larkin, 1947), 262. 
41 Illinois, Federal Naturalization Records, 1856-1991, ancestry.com, accessed October 6, 2020. 
42 1900 United States Federal Census, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
43 Who's Who in Illinois, a Biographical Dictionary of Leading Men and Women of the Commonwealth. 

(Vol. One), vol. 1 (Chicago, IL: Larkin, Roosevelt & Larkin, 1947), 262. 
44 Cook County, Illinois Birth Certificates, ancestry.com, accessed October 6, 2020. 
45 1900 United States Federal Census, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 

 
Harold F. Leahy 
1913 yearbook photo, Google 
Books 
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stenographer prior to her marriage.46  The Hellmuths had three children: Stephen Theodore, born 
October 24, 1912; John Nelson, born June 24, 1915; and Patricia Margareta, born July 3, 1920.   
 
From 1911 until his retirement, Gustavus Hellmuth worked primarily as a general claims 
attorney for railroad companies, including the Chicago North Shore & Milwaukee, Chicago 
Rapid Transit, Chicago Aurora & Elgin, and the Chicago South Shore & South Bend railroads.47  
Hellmuth was also heavily involved in community activities, serving as Treasurer and First Vice 
President of the Civic Museum Association of Chicago, Secretary of the Wilmette Plan 
Commission and Board of Appeals, President of the Claims Association of America Transit 
Association, Chairman of the transit section of the National Safety Council.48 
 
From the 1920s through the 1940s, the Hellmuth family moved around the North Shore.  The 
1920 Census found them residing at 913 13th Street in Wilmette,49 and by 1922 they had moved 
to 1705 Forest Avenue in Evanston, where they remained until around 1927 when they moved 
across the street to 1700 Forest Avenue.  1935, the Hellmuths were living at 1636 Forest Avenue 
in Wilmette, and the following year they were residing at 636 Garland in Winnetka.  The 1940 
Census shows the entire Hellmuth family in residence, and the home valued at $25,000 
(equivalent to approximately $464,000 in 2020), reflecting the decline in real estate values as a 
result of the Great Depression.  Grown sons Stephen and John were working as a coal salesman 
and accountant for a public utility, respectively.  Stephen, a graduate of Knox College in 
Galesburg, was married that year to Gertrude Hardin in Lake Forest.50  John graduated from 
Harvard and married Vera Willis in 1949.51  Patricia graduated from Colorado College with her 
future husband, Harry Watson of Winnetka.52  Patricia and Harry were engaged in 1942 and 
remained together during Harry’s service in World War II, marrying in 1946 at Winnetka’s 
Christ Church.53 By 1947, Gustavus and Hulda Hellmuth had moved on to 240 Forest Street in 
Winnetka.54  The couple retired to Ocean Springs, Mississippi in the 1950s.55 
 
Hulda Lundblad Hellmuth died on May 14, 1970, and Gustavus Theodore Hellmuth on March 5, 
1975.  Both are buried in Evergreen Cemetery in Ocean Springs, Mississippi.56 
 

 
46 1910 United States Federal Census, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
47 Hellmuth, Who’s Who 
48 Ibid. 
49 1920 United States Federal Census, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
50 “Gertrude Ann Hardin to Wed Stephen Hellmuth,” Chicago Tribune, December 25, 1939. 
51 “Willis-Hellmuth,” Chicago Tribune, September 1, 1949. 
52 “War and June Bring Flood of Romantic News,” Chicago Tribune, June 15, 1942. 
53 “Watson-Hellmuth,” Chicago Tribune, August 24, 1946. 
54 Who's Who in Illinois, a Biographical Dictionary of Leading Men and Women of the Commonwealth. 

(Vol. One), vol. 1 (Chicago, IL: Larkin, Roosevelt & Larkin, 1947), 262. 
55 1958 Biloxi MS City Directory, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
56 “Gustavus Theodore Hellmuth (1884-1974),” Find a Grave, September 28, 2009, 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/424090683/gustavus-theodore-hellmuth. 
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Bernard Anthony Schroeder (1900-1957)  
Mary Seright Schroeder (1897-1974) 
Resided in the house from 1942-1971 
 
Bernard Anthony Schroeder was born on September 19, 1900 in 
Wilmette, to Carl S. and Frances Cornelisen Schroeder. He was 
educated in Wilmette schools and graduated from the University 
of Illinois in Champaign in 1924, with a B.S. in Mechanical 
Engineering.57  He went on to earn his LL.B. from the Chicago 
Kent College of Law in 1929, and embarked on a career as a 
patent lawyer.  That year, he married Mary Seright, a native of 
Chatsworth, Illinois born on June 27, 1897.58  Her parents were 
Dr. Thomas Clinton and Mary Fitzmaurice Seright, and she 
graduated from the University of Illinois in Champaign in 1922.59  
The Schroeders had one son, James B., born on May 25, 1933.60   
 
Like the Hellmuths, the Schroeders lived in several houses before moving to 636 Garland in 
1942.  At the time of their marriage, they lived at 727 Seward in Evanston61, and by 1937 they 
were living at 419 Provident in Winnetka.62  After moving to 636 Garland, they remained there 
until 1971. 
 
Bernard Schroeder practiced as a patent attorney after a brief 
career in mechanical engineering, a natural skill progression.  By 
1937, he had become a partner in Dyrenforth, Lee, Chritton & 
Wiles, which was later renamed Schroeder, Hofgren, Brady & 
Wegner.  He was a member of several professional organizations 
in both the legal and engineering fields.  Socially, he was a 
member of the Union League Club of Chicago, the Tower Club, 
and the Westmoreland Country Club, as well as serving as 
President of the Chicago Illini Club.63  James B. Schroeder went 
on to graduate from Knox College in Galesburg and serve in the 
Korean War.  He died in 2013.64   
 
Bernard Schroeder died on October 22, 195765, and Mary 
continued living at 636 Garland until selling it in 1971.  Mary 

 
57 Who Was Who in America, vol. III (Chicago, IL: Marquis Who's Who, 1966), 764. 
58 Ibid. 
59 1922 University of Illinois Illio, Google Books, accessed October 6, 2020. 
60 “James B. Schroeder,” Milford (MA) Daily News, June 14, 2013. 
61 1930 United States Federal Census, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
62 1937 Evanston City Directory, ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
63 Who Was Who in America, vol. III (Chicago, IL: Marquis Who's Who, 1966), 764. 
64 “James B. Schroeder,” Milford (MA) Daily News, June 14, 2013. 
65 “Bernard A. Schroeder (Unknown-1957),” Find a Grave, October 17, 2004, 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/9616632/bernard-a.-schroeder. 

 
Bernard A. Schroeder 
1935 yearbook photo, 
ancestry.com 

 
Mary Schroeder 
1922 yearbook photo, 
ancestry.com 
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Seright Schroeder died on December 13, 197466 and both Schroeders are buried in St. Mary’s 
Cemetery in Northbrook. 
 
Robert Leo Boatman (1919-2000)  
Susan Elizabeth Morrison Boatman Garland (1937-2020) 
John Wilburn Garland (1922-2006) 
Resided in the house from 1971-2020 
 
Robert Leo Boatman was born in Van Wert, Iowa on March 29, 
1919, to parents Oscar Leo and Harriet Dunaway Boatman.67  He 
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Forestry from Iowa State 
University, and later with a master of economics from the 
University of Minnesota.68  He utilized his education in World 
War II, where he served the in the Army Air Forces Material 
Command.69  In 1964, he married Susan Elizabeth Morrison, 
who was born on June 23, 1937 in Roane County, Tennessee to 
Garnett and Vesta Ruffner Morrison.70  Susan Garland graduated 
from the University of Tennessee at Knoxville.71 
 
Robert Boatman applied his expertise in wood to his career as an 
executive for Masonite Corp.  He began working there in 1948 
and developed a veneer for doors which gave the look of wood at 
a low price, launching Masonite into the door market.72  Susan 
Boatman also had a successful career in the technology field, 
installing the first computer at the Georgia Institute of 
Technology for NCR.  She went on to work for General Electric 
and AT&T, which brought her to Chicago.73 
 

 
66 “Mary S. Schroeder (Unknown-1974),” Find a Grave, October 17, 2004, 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/9616635/mary-s.-schroeder. 
67 United States Social Security Applications and Claims Index 1936-2007, ancestry.com, accessed October 

5, 2020. 
68 “Robert L. Boatman,” Chicago Tribune, September 13, 2000. 
69 Ibid. 
70 “Susan Elizabeth Morrison Boatman Garland,” Obituary – Visitation & Funeral Information, accessed 

October 7, 2020, www.donnellanfuneral.com. 
71 Ibid. 
72 “Robert L. Boatman,” Chicago Tribune, September 13, 2000. 
73 Susan Garland obituary. 

 

 

Robert L. Boatman 
1941Yearbook Photo 
Ancestry.com 
 

Susan Boatman 
2015 photo, Patch.com 
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Susan Boatman was a writer who also enjoyed gardening, and was 
a Master Gardener and prizewinner from the American Rose 
Society, as well as serving as President of the Midwest Chapter of 
the American Rhododendron Society. In addition, she was active 
in Christ Church of Winnetka, the Rehabilitation Institute of 
Chicago Women’s Board, and the Evanston-North Shore Junior 
League.74 
 
Robert Leo Boatman died on September 4, 2000, and is buried in 
Christ Church Churchyard in Winnetka.75  In 2004, Susan Boatman 
married Col. John Wilburn Garland, a World War II veteran of the 
Royal Canadian Air Force.  He died in 2006, and is also buried in 
Christ Church Churchyard.76   
 
Susan Boatman died in the house at 636 Garland Avenue during a 
tragic fire on the evening of May 1, 2020.77 
 

 
Narrative Description of the Property, including Alterations 

The most significant building permits for the building at 636 Garland Avenue that were found at 
the Village of Winnetka are listed in the table below. Copies are attached in the Appendix.  
 
Permit History: 
 
 
DATE OWNER ACTION ARCHITECT/BUILDER 
12/30/1923 William Aitken Original 

construction 
William Aitken 

1/24/1972 R.L. and Susan 
Boatman 

Remodel kitchen John Gresham 

9/29/1986 R.L. and Susan 
Boatman 

Add bay window to 
kitchen 

Fred Polito 

5/11/2000 R.L. Boatman Repair foundation Dave Pale 
11/17/2016 Susan Garland Replace roof Lindholm Roofing 

 
The original construction permit for the building located at 636 Garland Avenue, dated 
December 30, 1923, calls for construction of a 67’ wide, 32’ deep and 30’ high frame and brick 
veneer house with eight rooms and three baths. William Aitken is listed as owner, architect, 
builder, carpenter and mason. The electrician was Lakeshore Elect. in Wilmette. The lot size was 

 
74 Susan Garland obituary. 
75 Robert Boatman obituary. 
76 “John Wilburn Garland,” Chicago Tribune, April 26, 2006. 
77 Susan Garland obituary; Karen Ann Cullotta, “Longtime Winnetka Resident and Philanthropist Dies in 

House Fire,” Pioneer Press, May 3, 2020; Jonah Meadows, “Fatal Winnetka House Fire Breaks Out in Bedroom,” 
Patch.com, https://patch.com/illinois/winnetka/fatal-bedroom-fire-historic-winnetka-home, accessed October 1, 
2020. 

 
Col. John Garland 
undated photo, findagrave.com 
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90’ X 234’ and the building was set one foot from the west line. William Aitken signed the 
permit application, listing his address at 11 S. LaSalle Street; at the time, Room 1528 was his 
work address in Chicago.78  
 
The center-entry house sits squarely in the middle of its 90’ wide lot facing north and Garland 
Avenue, accessed from the street by a concrete sidewalk leading to the front entry and an asphalt 
driveway running to the rear of the property with a detached garage along the east side of the 
lot.79 A stone paver walkway runs east – west at the east side of the property and connects the 
driveway to the concrete sidewalk, leading to the front entry.  
 
Major modifications to the house are relatively few. On the interior, the kitchen was remodeled 
in 1972. On the exterior, a bay window was added to the south elevation of the kitchen and the 
roof was replaced. The fire that broke out in the master bedroom on the second floor of the house 
and subsequent fire suppression efforts caused damage to the interior of the house.80 
 
Exterior: 
The blond brick house stands at two stories, and has an irregular footprint, although it is largely 
T-shaped. The front (north) elevation faces Garland Avenue. It is symmetrical, with the only 
exception being a large arched window on the west side of the first floor. A covered front entry 
porch projects from the building at the center front entry. Ornamentation is limited to blond brick 
lintels above the first floor windows, black shutters, and restrained black wrought iron railings on 
Juliet balconies on the east and west ends of the second floor.  
 
Fenestration on the front façade consists of five pairs of divided French doors and a large arched 
window on the west side on the first floor, and five divided double-hung windows with black 
shutters and two Juliet balconies on the east and west sides of the second floor. Two double-hung 
windows on the west side and the Juliet balcony window on the west side are boarded. 
 
The front entry is Classically-inspired. Two blond brick steps lead to a concrete stoop. The front 
porch projects from the façade. Paired smooth tapered columns with Ionic capitals support a flat 
roof with an interesting balustrade of turned balusters and paneled rectangular corner pieces. The 
columns flank the front entry paneled door and large sidelights with graceful trim forming three 
ovals on each side. Pilasters with Ionic capitals that match the columns and brass lanterns flank 
the doorway. 
 
The asphalt roof is shallow hipped and enclosed eaves broadly overhang the building. Identical 
blond brick chimneys project from the roof on the east and west elevations. Downspouts with 
scupper boxes run along the east and west ends of the building. 
 

 
78 Blue Book of Chicago Commerce 1924 – 1925, (Chicago: The Chicago Association of Commerce,  

1925):706. 
79 1997 Plat of Survey, attached in Appendix. 
80 Karen Ann Cullotta, “Longtime Winnetka Resident and Philanthropist Dies in House Fire,” Pioneer 

Press, May 3, 2020; Jonah Meadows, “Fatal Winnetka House Fire Breaks Out in Bedroom,” Patch.com, 
https://patch.com/illinois/winnetka/fatal-bedroom-fire-historic-winnetka-home, accessed October 1, 2020. 



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 636 Garland Court 
 

 13 

The south or rear elevation faces the back yard. Windows on the second floor are boarded. A 
window on the west side of the first floor is also boarded. An enclosed porch that appears to be 
an addition (no permit was found for the construction of a porch in the permit file) extends from 
the east side of the rear elevation. Three sides of the porch are covered with jalousie windows 
and a door in the porch leads to the back yard. A divided double-hung window with a fan light 
above and smaller versions of the same sidelights on the front entry appears on the second floor 
and looks out from the second floor stair landing. Two small casement windows on the first floor 
look into the first floor front hall powder room and closet. A door leads into the back servants’ 
closet and kitchen. The first floor kitchen features a 1986 bay window with casement windows 
and a copper pagoda-style roof. The east and west elevations feature two double-hung windows 
on the second floor and there is a large black trellis attached to the first floor of the east elevation 
wall. 
 
Interior: 
First Floor 
The front center entry opens to a shallow entry hall that leads directly to a distinctive split 
staircase that rises from the first floor to the second floor. Elliptical arches with trim lead to the 
living room on the east and the dining room on the west. A non-historic light fixture lights the 
entry hall. Walls are plaster and the floor is historic strip oak. Doors at the south wall behind the 
staircase lead to a small hall closet on the east side and a hallway on the west side which leads to 
a powder room on the east and the service area including the kitchen on the west. Doors, trim 
and hardware are historic. 
 
The living room has three pairs of historic divided French doors with cremone hardware and 
storm windows on the north wall that look out to the front yard and Garland Avenue. Centered 
on the east wall is a brick fireplace with the mantel removed. The west wall has one pair of 
French doors that leads to a porch with a concrete floor, jalousie windows and a jalousie door 
leading to the back yard. The walls in the living room are navy blue painted plaster with historic 
trim, crown and base molding. The floor is historic strip oak and the ceiling is plaster. Paint is 
peeling from the ceiling as a result of fire suppression efforts. The southern side of the west wall 
features a historic inset arched shelving unit.  
 
The dining room has two pairs of historic divided French doors with cremone hardware and 
storm windows on the north wall that face Garland Avenue. A historic crystal chandelier hangs 
from the center of the ceiling. Two sconces are on the south wall. A swinging door leads to the 
service area of the home, including the butler’s pantry, hall, kitchen, back staircase and door 
leading to the exterior of the building. The southern side of the east wall in the dining room 
features the same inset arched shelving unit as in the living room. Walls are navy blue painted 
plaster with historic wood trim, the ceiling is plaster, and the floor is historic strip oak. Historic 
crown, base molding, wall and window trim are painted white.  
 
A square entry with divided French doors on the west side of the dining room leads to what may 
have been a library or study. The walls are painted paneling and the ceiling is coffered. Two 
flush mount historic light fixtures are mounted to the coffering. The south side of the room has 
built-in cabinets and shelves along with two non-historic casement windows that are boarded. 
The north side of the room features an arched window that faces north. The floor is historic strip 
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oak and the ceiling is plaster. Trim and hardware are historic; it is not clear if paneling, built-in 
cabinetry, shelves, and coffering are historic.  
 
The service area of the house is reached by a hall at the south end of the first floor staircase and 
from a swinging door in the dining room. A butler’s pantry with historic painted black cabinets 
leads to a hallway that connects with the hall at the south end of the staircase. The kitchen is 
accessed from this hallway, as is a small hall and closet with stairs leading to the back yard. The 
non-historic kitchen faces south, and a large non-historic bay window with casement windows 
looks over the back yard. A historic service staircase with original wood stairs leads to the 
second floor. 
 
Second Floor: 
The second floor is also accessed from the front split staircase. The front stairs lead to a landing 
that features a very handsome historic divided double-hung window with a fan light above and 
sidelights that match the front door sidelights. The staircase then splits, and rises to the east and 
west sides of the second floor. Navy blue wallpaper with a white bamboo chinoiserie pattern 
covers the second floor landing wall. Historic sconces flank the distinctive window at the landing 
and a light fixture hangs from the ceiling. The master bedroom is on the east side; three 
bedrooms are on the west side, including a maid’s room.  
 
Benjamin Historic Certifications did not observe the second floor, however the owner of the 
house provided photographs and two videos, and this description is based upon them. The master 
bedroom is on the east side of the house. A fireplace with a historic mantel is centered on the east 
wall, flanked by divided double-hung windows. A historic chandelier is suspended from the 
ceiling. French doors lead to Juliet balconies that are boarded on the north and south walls. The 
master bath is located on the north side of the master suite. The west side of the second floor 
features three bedrooms, a linen closet, a back staircase and three bathrooms. Doors, trim, floors, 
and hardware appear to be original. Several door handles were missing, a considerable amount of 
ash was observed on the floors, water and smoke damage was evident, and several sections of the 
ceilings were opened, most likely by fire suppression efforts. The basement was not observed. 
 
The two-story blond brick house at 636 Garland Avenue is designed in the Italian Renaissance 
Revival style. The formal, harmonious and symmetrical front has little ornamentation, other than 
brick lintels and a Classically-inspired front entry.  The house has a low-hipped roof with broad 
overhangs, and fenestration, while not arched, is larger on the first floor with French doors and 
smaller on the second floor with double-hung windows. Juliet balconies bear minimal wrought 
iron railings.  
  
Italian Renaissance Revival Architecture 
The architecture of Italy during the Renaissance period inspired the Renaissance Revival style, 
that was popular in the United States from the early 1890s until the late 1920s, mostly in major 
metropolitan areas. From the late 19th Century through the 1930s, many American architects and 
their clients visited Italy, so they had first-hand familiarity with Italian villas and palazzos. 
Italian Renaissance buildings designed by architects who had visited or studied in Italy 
mimicked their Italian predecessors quite closely. The close resemblance was also made possible 
because improved printing technology made photographs of these buildings easily accessible to 
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the reading public. This authenticity distinguishes Italian Renaissance Revival buildings from the 
Italianate buildings that preceded them. Italianate buildings were based on pattern book drawings 
by builders who had no first-hand visual experience with Italian buildings. 
 
Unlike Italianate houses, which were generally built of wood, Italian Renaissance Revival 
buildings were typically constructed of brick, masonry or stone. The typical Italian Renaissance 
Revival house has a low-pitched hipped or flat roof. The hipped roofs were often, but not always, 
covered in red or green ceramic tile; the flat-roofed type sometimes has a prominent cornice and 
roofline balustrade. Upper-story windows tended to be smaller and less elaborate than the large,  
sometimes arched openings beneath them on the first floor. Second-floor windows were 
frequently designed in bands set under a deep cornice and sometimes separated from the first 
floor by a string course, suggesting Prairie Style influence on Italian Renaissance design. In other 
Italian Renaissance Revival houses, second floor windows are double-hung, resembling the sash 
on contemporary Colonial Revival structures, like the house at 636 Garland Avenue. The houses 
are often, but not always, symmetrical. Classical detailing, including columns, and fanlight 
windows, is common. Trim is generally made of stone. Some examples of Italian Renaissance 
Revival houses are long and low, others are tall and stately.  
 
Interest in the Italian Renaissance Revival style began in the United States with construction of 
the Villard Houses in New York (McKim, Mead & White, 1883). One of the most famous 
examples of Italian Renaissance Revival architecture is The Breakers, built in Newport Rhode 
Island by Cornelius Vanderbilt and designed by Richard Morris Hunt in 1883. Hunt was the first 
American to enroll as a student at the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris and one of the architects 
selected to design buildings for the Colombian Exposition in Chicago in 1893. The Beaux-Arts 
style of architecture became enormously influential throughout the country after the fair. Beaux-
Arts designs, modeled after ancient Classical buildings (which previously influenced 
Renaissance architects) include formal massing, the use of stone, symmetrical facades, flat or 
low pitched roofs and classical adornment reminiscent of ancient Greek and Roman architecture. 
Popular Beaux-Arts features included paired columns, arched windows, prominent entryways – 
often rich with classical detailing and applied ornamentation. Renaissance Revival architecture 
includes elements of the same details.  
 
Other celebrated residential examples of Italian Renaissance Revival architecture of the late 
1890s include Vizcaya in Miami, Florida (Frances Burrell Hoffman, 1899, who studied at the 
École des Beaux Arts) and the Isabelle Stewart Gardner House (now museum) in Boston, 
Massachusetts (William T. Sears, 1899). Edith Wharton wrote about the Italian Renaissance 
style in her popular 1904 book Italian Villas and their Gardens, illustrated by Maxfield Parrish.81 
 
Italian Renaissance Revival style in Chicago was featured in articles in popular building 
magazines, including V.L. Sherman, “Characteristics of Italian Style,” American Home Builder 
(Chicago: June, 1927) and the Home Builders Catalog, National Building Publications (Chicago 
and New York) 1929. On the North Shore, the style was not as popular as other revival styles, 
and is considerably less common than Craftsman, Tudor Revival or Colonial Revival styles. 

 
81 Clippings File, Benjamin Historic Certifications, article excerpted from Jeffrey Howe, American Domestic 
Architecture in the USA (2002): 303. 
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Italian Renaissance Revival style steadily declined in popularity throughout the 1930s, and was 
rarely used after 1940. Italian Renaissance houses in Winnetka include 480 Sheridan Road and 
1110 Pine Street, with their Classical-inspired entries, and 871 Burr Avenue and 859 Burr 
Avenue, all with stone or stucco walls, some with arches over windows on the first floors, simple 
punched windows on the second floors, and large roof overhangs.  
 
 

Architects of 636 Garland Avenue 
 

William Aitken 
The 1924 permit lists William Aitken as the owner, 
architect, builder, carpenter and mason of the house at 636 
Garland Avenue. William Aitken was born in Scotland on 
June 10, 1878. His parents were John Aitken and Agnes 
McPherson Aitkin. He married Margaret Donaldson in 
1902. In 1903, their son John was born, and the family 
emigrated to America.82 The couple’s other three children, 
William, Jr., Margaret and Jane were born in Illinois. 
 
Anecdotal evidence suggests that Aitken studied 
architecture or apprenticed with an architect in Scotland 
before emigrating to America, but that was not been 
confirmed.83 He was not registered or listed as an architect 
in Illinois through the American Institute of Architects. 
While Aitken identified himself as a contractor, builder and 
carpenter, it is clear that he designed his homes along the 
North Shore and possibly also later in Bannockburn, as 
well as built those homes, often living in them for a short 
period of time and then selling them to new owners. He 
was a master of publicity, advertising in local and Chicago 
newspapers and frequently contributing to local newspaper 
Winnetka Talk. Unfortunately, few, if any of those 
advertisements cited addresses, so many of the homes 
designed by Aitken along the North Shore are unknown, 
but warrant further study. 
 
In 1910 the Aitken family was living and owning the home at 114 Cherry Street in Winnetka. 
Aitken’s occupation is listed as a carpenter. In 1912, William was one of the founding members 
of the Evanston and North Shore Scottish Society in Evanston, formed to promote knowledge 
and literature of the Scottish culture.84 The Winnetka telephone directory dated July, 1917 shows 
William Aitken as living on Euclid Avenue near Lake Street, and the same page bears the 
following advertisement: 

 
82 1930 U.S. Federal Census, Ancestry.com, accessed October 1, 2020. The 1910 Federal Census lists the 

couple’s emigration date as 1906. 
83 Interview with architect Don Wrobleski, resident of Bannockburn, October 1, 2020. 
84 “Not for Profit,” Chicago Tribune, October 22, 1912. 

 
William Aitken, undated photograph 
Bannockburn Village Hall 
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Real estate transactions during the years of 1908 and 1913 show Margaret buying or selling 
property on the North Shore; it isn’t clear if she was actively involved with the transactions or 
William placed the transactions in her name. Margaret died on September 26,1917 and the 
funeral was held in the family home at 183 Lake Street in Hubbard Woods.85 
 
The following year, William married a woman named Florence Malleville Smith (daughter of 
Elias Smith and Bertha Van Sittert) in Calhoun, Iowa on June 14, 1918. William is identified on 
the marriage record as a builder living in Hubbard Woods and Florence was listed as living in 
Winnetka. 86 On September 12, 1918 Aitken registered for the draft and he listed his home 
address as 183 Lake Street in Glencoe and his work address as 1065 Gage Street in Hubbard 
Woods. 
 
 In 1922, Aitken was a member of the North Shore Real Estate Board of Suburban Chicago, 
Glencoe, Hubbard, Woods, Wilmette, and Winnetka, Illinois. In that year Aitken was listed at 
“Gage St., Winnetka, IL.”87 Based upon the number of advertisements in local and Chicago 
newspapers, it is likely that Aitken built and designed a number of residences in Winnetka and 
along the North Shore that have not been attributed to him. 
 
In 1922, Aitken acquired a 20-acre parcel of land near Deerfield and built a home which he 
named “Bannockburn.” The home, located today at 1760 Telegraph Road, was large and 
included a gardeners cottage, garage, sunken gardens, artificial lake, and stables. In 1923, Aitken 
purchased sixty-three acres from Mr. and Mrs. John C. Huell in the area adjacent to his home,  
intending to develop the property and build large country estates for members of his bridge 
group and country club. Aitken designed an area called “Bannockburnwood,” that included the 
Bannockburn club house (now a private residence at 1405 Telegraph Road); another area called 
“Bannockburnfields” was the site of several homes. Aitken’s original master plan covered 110 
acres and called for homes to be built on no less than one-acre plots; the community today has 
since expanded those requirements to a minimum of two acres.88 At some point, the Aitkens 
decided to sell their home and they moved into the gardeners cottage on their property.89 
 

 
85 “Aitken” [obit.], Chicago Tribune, September 26, 1917. 
86 Iowa Marriage Records, 1800 – 1945, Ancestry.com, accessed October 5, 2020. 
87 “North Shore Real Estate Board of Suburban Chicago,” National Real Estate Journal 23 (April 24, 

1922): 106. 
88 “Bannockburn, IL,” James R. Grossman, Ann Durkin Keating, and Janice L. Reiff, The Encyclopedia of 

Chicago (Chicago and London: The University of Chicago Press, 2004. 
89 Marie Ward Reichelt, History of Deerfield (Glenview Press, August, 1928): 151; Bannock Beginnings 

Continued, 2002. 

July, 1917 Winnetka Telephone Directory, Winnetka Historical Society 
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The first homes in the area were built in 1924, and by 1929, the community filed for 
incorporation and included 30 families living on Meadow Lane, Robin Road, Aitken Drive, 
Telegraph Road and in the Wilmot Road-Sunset Lane area.90 Early residents were active in 
developing the community, serving as trustees on the village board, organizing a school, creating 
zoning ordinances and organizing numerous charities.91 Today the Village is known as 
“Bannockburn,” and it encompasses over 1,300 acres.  
 
The early days of the Village of Bannockburn are documented in the book Bannockburn 
Beginnings by Grace Nosek, published for the first Bannockburn Commemorative Day on May 
29, 1972.92 The book was recently updated in note form as Bannockburn Beginnings Continued, 
published for the 75th Diamond Anniversary, October 16, 2004. The Village of Bannockburn 
notes on its website that “[t]he original intent of William Aitken – to create a residential 
community with homes on large tracts of land within a rural atmosphere compromising natural 
landscapes and open spaces – is preserved to this day, due to the commitment of the residents of 
the Village of Bannockburn, past and present.”93 Development slowed during the Depression and 
resumed after World War II. Aitken worked out of his house on Telegraph Road during that time 
period, selling vacant lots, speculative and custom houses. Florence Aitken was listed on several 
advertisements. While a survey was not performed for this report, most of the original homes 
planned and designed by William Aitken in Bannockburn remain extant and intact, including 
many interior spaces.94  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
90 “Bannockburn Residents Vote to Form Village,” Chicago Tribune, March 24, 1929. 
91 “Village of Bannockburn, Village History,” https://bannockburn.org/community/village-history/, 

accessed October 4, 2020. 
92 Grace Nosek, Bannockburn Beginnings (1972). A copy of the book is in the reference library at Deerfield 

Public Library. A special thank you to Bannockburn Village President Frank “Bud” Rothing for providing a copy of 
Bannockburn Beginnings Continued (2002). 

93 “Village of Bannockburn, Village History,” https://bannockburn.org/community/village-history/, 
accessed October 4, 2020. 

94 Interview with Bannockburn Village President Bud Rothing, October 6, 2020. 
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William Aitken at his home “Bannockburn,”  1760 Telegraph Road Bannockburn, Illinois 
Undated photograph, Bannockburn Beginnings  

 

1760 Telegraph Road, October 6, 2020 
Photograph by Bud Rothing, Bannockburn Village President 
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In 1924, Aitken and his wife were living in Bannockburn and Aitken’s work address was 11 S. 
LaSalle Street in Chicago.95 
 
On September 3, 1939, Aitken was on board the British liner S.S. Athenia the day that Britain 
declared war on Germany. Eight hours after the declaration, the ship was torpedoed off the coast 
of Ireland. While German officials initially denied responsibility, after the Nuremberg Trials in 
1948, German authorities acknowledged that their country’s submarines attacked and sank the 
ship. The Athenia is now recognized as the first British ship to be sunk by Germany during 

 
95 636 Garland Avenue Permit, December 30, 1924, attached in Appendix; Blue Book of Chicago 

Commerce 1924 – 1925, (Chicago: The Chicago Association of Commerce,  1925):706. 

 
Eleanor Torbet and Florence Aitkin setting stakes for the Torbets’ Home, the “first 
foundation to be dug in Bannockburn.” Undated photograph, Bannockburn Beginnings, 18. 

 
Aitken Gardeners Cottage 

Dennis Rodkin, Crain’s Chicago Business, December 1, 2016 



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 636 Garland Court 
 

 21 

World War II, and in total, 117 civilian passengers and crew members were killed, including 28 
American citizens. The loss of American life led to German military fears that the incident would 
bring the United States into the war. The action was condemned as a war crime, and Winston 
Churchill, in his first speech as First Lord of the Admiralty, called the sinking of the ship 
“unhuman.”  
 
The story gripped the United States public, and indeed, the entire world. At least seven 
passengers on the ship were from the Chicago area, including William Aitken. He was 60 years 
old at the time of the sinking, and was described in an extensive Chicago Tribune article as a 
“wealthy real estate operator and builder… [who] developed the subdivision of Bannockburn, 
north of Deerfield and west of Highland Park.”96 Aitken was one of the ship’s 1,347 passengers 
who were rescued by the American cargo ship City of Flint.97 The picture below shows an 
elderly woman being helped aboard the City of Flint after spending the night in one of Athenia’s 
lifeboats. Aitken wrote a poem about his experience that is framed and hanging in the 
Bannockburn Village Hall (Appendix). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Always proud of his Scottish heritage, Aitken named his home, community and even the streets 
in Bannockburn after places or events associated with Scotland’s history. 1948 Mr. Aitken was a 

 
96 “Torpedoed Ship  Survivors Land; Tell of Horrors,” Chicago Tribune, September 5, 1939; “Seven From 

Chicagoland,” Ibid. 
97 “British Plan Ship Protection,” Herald and Review (Decatur, Illinois), September 5, 1939; “The Sinking 

of the SS Athenia, The National World War II Museum, https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/first-
ship-torpedoed-by-u-boat-ss-athenia, September 3, 1010, accessed September 28, 2020; Francis M. Carroll, “The 
Sinking of SS Athenia,” Legion, August 30, 2019, https://legionmagazine.com/en/2019/08/the-sinking-of-ss-
athenia/, accessed September 28, 2020; “Survivors from Athenia picked up by the City of Flint, to be transported to 
Halifax,” Ahoy-Mac’s Web Log, https://ahoy.tk-jk.net/macslog/Survivorsfrom Atheniapicke.html/, accessed on 
September 28, 2020. 

 

“Sinking of S.S. Athenia, 
September 1939” 
Photograph HU 51008 
Imperial War Museum 
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member of the Illinois St. Andrew Society and participated in the 103rd annual Feast of the 
Haggis to support the Scottish Old People’s home in Riverside, Illinois.98  
 
William and Florence were both killed in an automobile accident in Nebraska on September 10, 
1952. At the time the couple was living on Telegraph Road in Bannockburn, and Mr. Aitken was 
described in an obituary in the Chicago Tribune as a builder, real estate operator and the founder 
of Bannockburn. William and Florence are buried at Rosehill cemetery.99 
 
William Aitken’s work in Winnetka 
A photograph of “A William Aitken brick-veneered house at Hubbard Woods” was printed in the 
National Real Estate Journal on May 8, 1922: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other residential buildings designed by William Aitken in Winnetka include 248 Linden Street 
(demolished); 500 Maple Street, designated a Winnetka Landmark in 1994; 671 Lincoln, also 

 
98 “Scots to Dust Off Kilts for Haggis Feast,” Chicago Tribune, November 21, 1948. 
99 “Mr. and Mrs. William Aitken, Chicago Tribune, September 13, 1952. 

 
National Real Estate Journal 23 (May 8, 1922): 2. 

1922 Aitken-designed house in 
Hubbard Woods, unknown address 
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known as the home where the movie “Home Alone” was filmed; 815 Lincoln Avenue, and 276 
Forest (attributed; possibly along with three other contiguous properties at Forest Street and 
Ridge Avenue).100 As previously noted, Aitken frequently published the development and sale of 
numerous properties in Winnetka but did not list addresses, so it is likely that there are other 
Aitken-designed and/or built houses in the Village. 
 
William Aitken was also the owner of a mixed - use commercial and residential building in 
Hubbard Woods called the “Aitken Block,” that was moved to its present location at the corner 
of Green Bay Road and Gage Street to make room for a park. Aitken bought what was known as 
the Forberg building, which contained a grocery, the Hubbard Woods Post Office, Odhner’s 
Tailor shop, a real estate office and two apartments, redesigned it, and personally bore the cost of 
moving the building. 101  
 
While William Aitken may not have been licensed as an architect, his remarkable success as a 
designer, builder, village planner and developer make him a significant figure in the local history 
of Winnetka, the north suburbs of Chicago, and Illinois. 
 
John Gresham   
Architect John Gresham designed the 1972 re-model of the kitchen at 636 Garland. John Fuller 
Gresham III was born on January 10, 1932 in Knoxville, Tennessee. He graduated from the 
University of Cincinnati with a B.S. in Architecture, where he was a member of the Scarab 
Architectural Honorary Fraternity. He worked at Fred Manly Architects in Knoxville prior to his 
service in the U.S. Army as an illustrator for the Surgeon General at Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center in Washington D.C. 
 
Later, Gresham worked for two architectural firms in Richmond, Virginia, and was a member of 
the Virginia chapter of the American Institute of Architects. In 1963 he moved to Dallas Texas 
and opened his business as John Gresham Designer. While there, he was a member of the 
American Institute of Building Design, the Society of Professional Building Designers, and the 
Texas Association of Interior Designers. He was responsible for the re-design and remodeling of 
numerous residences in Dallas, primarily in the Park Cities neighborhood. Gresham appeared 
twelve times in House & Garden magazine as well as British House & Garden.102 
 
Fred D. Polito  
Architect Fred Polito designed the 1986 one-story bay window to back of building. Mr. Polito 
graduated from New Trier High School, and received a Bachelor’s degree in architecture from 
the University of Illinois in 1970. He is licensed to practice in Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin. 
He began his practice, Fred Polito Architect, in 1974, and is currently listed at 1544 Shermer 

 
100 “A.C. Goodrich Family Residence Historical and Architectural Impact Study,” March 9, 2009, Gwen 

Summers Yant for Benjamin Historic Certifications. 
101 “Aitken Block Proves Builder’s Genius,” Winnetka Talk, January 27, 1923; “Ask 411: The Aitken 

Building,” Winnetka Historical Society, https://www.winnetkahistory.org/gazette/ask-411-the-aitken-building/, 
accessed October 2, 2020. 

102 “John Fuller Gresham III” [obit.], The Dallas Morning News, 
https://obits.dallasnews.com/obituaries/dallasmorningnews/obituary.aspx?n=john-fuller-gresham&pid=142649821, 
accessed October 6, 2020. 
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Road in Northbrook, Illinois. According to the company website, Polito designed many 
residential buildings, including new residences and additions, along the North Shore of Chicago, 
and all over the country, as well as commercial buildings throughout Illinois and Indiana. Mr. 
Polito is also an accomplished sketch artist.103 He retired from the practice of architecture two 
years ago.104 
 
Fred D. Polito was the son of architect Frank Polito, who designed many local area schools and 
was acknowledged as an authority on school design and construction. Frank Polito was born in 
Hurley, Wisconsin, in 1908, and graduated from the Illinois Institute of Technology. He was a 
member of the American Institute of Architects. Frank Polito designed the house at 545 Oak 
Street in Winnetka in the late 1930s, listed on the National Register of Historic Places. He died at 
59 years of age in Evanston.105 
 
 

Builders of 636 Garland Avenue 
 

William Aitken  
William Aitken was the original builder of the house at 636 Garland Avenue. See information 
about him included in “Architects 636 Garland Avenue,” supra.   
 
Recommended Builders   
Recommended Builders of Evanston, Illinois installed the 1986 bay window. No information 
was found about this company. 
 
Lindholm Roofing  
The Lindholm Roofing company installed a new roof on the house in 2016. Lindholm Roofing is 
a three generation family-owned and operated company that has been in business since 1949. 
Founder Thomas H. Lindholm started the company in 1949, and was later joined by his son and 
grandchildren. The main office is located at 3588 N. Milwaukee Avenue in Chicago, and the 
company has additional locations in Arlington Heights, Deerfield, Elmhurst, Libertyville, Park 
Ridge, Oak Lawn, Oak Park, Orland Park, Schaumburg and Wilmette.106 
 

Landmark Status of the Property 
The house located at 636 Garland Avenue is not listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, either individually or within a historic district. It is not a Winnetka Landmark, and was 
not identified as part of the Illinois Historic Structures Survey conducted between 1971 and 
1975. The property was not surveyed as part of the 1990 Survey of Winnetka performed by 
Benjamin Historic Certifications. 
 

Evaluation of Historic Significance 
The house at 636 Garland Avenue has historic significance because it was designed and built by 
William Aitken, a prominent designer, builder, real estate developer and planner. The owners of 

 
103 Fred Polito Architect, https://sites.google.com/site/fredpolitoarch/home, accessed on October 7, 2020. 
104 Interview with Fred Polito, October 7, 2020. 
105 “Architect of Area Schools, Frank Polito Dead at 59,” Berwyn Life, April 12, 1967. 
106 Lindholm Roofing, https://www.lindholmroofing.com/, accessed October 6, 2020. 
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the home were successful and accomplished, like most residents of Winnetka, but were not 
particularly distinguished in their fields. The historical significance of this house rests mostly on 
its association with William Aitken. 
 

Evaluation of Architectural Significance 
The house has minor architectural significance. It is a good example of simplified Italian 
Renaissance Revival architecture, which is not common in Winnetka, but it lacks many of the 
ornamentation that is characteristic of more elaborate examples, including arched first floor 
openings.  

 
Evaluation of Neighborhood Impact 

Allowing demolition of the house at 636 Garland Avenue would probably not have a deleterious 
effect on the streetscape. There have been three demolitions on the street, and many, if not most, 
of the other houses have received substantial additions and modifications. While demolition 
would regrettably remove a historic house in its original location, Garland Avenue has seen 
numerous changes over the years. 
 

Summary Opinion 
 
It is the opinion of Benjamin Historic Certifications that the house at 636 Garland Avenue has 
historic significance due to its association with William Aitken, but that is not especially 
architecturally significant. Other than its front entry, and rear stair landing window, the detailing 
gracing the exterior is not as high style as that characterizing several other Italian Renaissance 
Revival houses in Winnetka, such as 480 Sheridan Road or 1180 Oakley Avenue; nor is it a clear 
example of the Prairie-influenced Italian Renaissance Revival houses like the one at 1152 
Chatfield Road in Winnetka. The interior has a greater number of high style features, such as an 
elaborate wood split staircase, paneled wall treatment and built-in cabinetry in the living room 
and dining room, and a handsome fireplace in the second floor master suite. The location of the 
split staircase, so close to the front entrance, however, is not as elegantly situated as would be 
found in comparable houses. Unfortunately, the condition of the house is difficult to assess 
because of damage suffered in the May 2020 fire, and the condition, in this case, impacts its 
design because of missing windows, smoke and water problems. 
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ATTACHMENT B.  EXTERIOR PHOTOS OF 636 GARLAND AVENUE  

 

North elevation, front facade 

 

Front entry 
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South elevation 

 
South elevation looking west 
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South elevation, west side, looking north 

 

East elevation 

 

West elevation 
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ATTACHMENT C.   INTERIOR PHOTOS OF 636 GARLAND AVENUE 
 
  

 

Front entry 
 

 

Staircase, second floor landing 

Stairway looking southeast 
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First floor, east and west sides under staircase 

 

Staircase 
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Living Room looking northeast 

 

Living Room looking southeast 
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Living Room looking east 

 

Living Room looking west 
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Dining room looking west 

 

Dining Room looking east 
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Library Ceiling 

 

Library looking south 
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Arched window, library looking north 

  

Porch, looking south 
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Rear staircase 

 

Service hall, kitchen on right 
hall to front hall staircase on left 

 

Butler’s pantry 
 

Kitchen looking south 
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Service hall staircase to exterior 

 

Second Floor rear staircase 

 

Second floor hallway facing master bedroom, 
looking east 
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Second floor hallway looking west  

 

Second floor linen closet, servant’s bedroom 
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Master Bedroom, looking east 

 

Master Bedroom, looking northeast 
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ATTACHMENT D.  
 

TABLE OF INFORMATION FOR RESIDENCES IN THE SURROUNDING 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

ADDRESS DATE ARCHITECT/BUILDER STYLE OWNER 
616 
GARLAND 

1936 Frank J. Serpico 
Owner Irwin A. Blietz 

Garrison 
Colonial  

Irwin A. 
Blietz 

620 
GARLAND 

1926 Norman W. Cook 
unknown 

Tudor Revival R.M. Lory 

627 
GARLAND 

Unknown 
(Demo) 
maybe after 
1983 

Unknown Mansard/Neo- 
French 

unknown 

630 
GARLAND 

1923 Dean & Dean 
Christy Brown 

Spanish Revival Christy 
Brown 

631 
GARLAND 

1921 Charles H. Carlstrand 
Christy Brown 

Colonial Revival Charles H. 
Carlstrand 

637 
GARLAND 

1921 W.C. Presto 
Owner C.J. Arbogast 

Colonial Revival C.J. Arbogast 

643 
GARLAND 

1921(Demo) 
 
2015 

Dean & Dean 
 
Jeffrey Heaney 

Neo-
Traditional/Neo-
Vernacular 
Farmhouse 

North Shore 
Construction 
 
Christopher 
Janesnsch 

647/675 
(handwritten 
on permit) 
GARLAND 

1920 Radford 
Owner S.J. Mehler 

Tudor 
Revival/Norman 
Revival 

S.J. Mehler 

650 
GARLAND 

1922 Christy Brown 
Christy Brown 
 

Tudor Revival Christy 
Brown 

654 
GARLAND 

1920 Dean & Dean 
North Shore Construction 

Colonial Revival Horace G. 
Newhall 

655 
GARLAND 

Prior to 1922 
(Demo) 
 
2011 

Theo A. Bunger 
 
Thomas L. Hickman 
North Shore Builders 

Colonial Revival Theo Bunger 
 
Kevin & 
Brittney 
Magner 

660 
GARLAND 

1929 Bud Fairlough 
Owner E. Sawyer Smith 

Tudor Revival E. Sawyer 
Smith 

663 
GARLAND 

1923 S.S. Beman 
Zimmerer Brothers 

Colonial Revival R.D. 
Wilbemer 
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666 
GARLAND 

1925 H.H. Green 
Smith & Forberg 

Spanish Revival E.S. Smith 

667 
GARLAND 

1923 S.S. Beman 
Zimmerer Brothers 

Dutch Colonial 
Revival 

H.D. 
Mansfield 

674 
GARLAND 

1924 Jas. F. Denson 
Jas. F. Denson 

Georgian 
Revival 

Jas. F. Denson 

675 
GARLAND 

1928 Joseph Wolf 
Joseph Wolf 

Georgian 
Revival 

Joseph Wolf 

681 
GARLAND 

Prior to1928 Joseph Wolf 
Joseph Wolf 

Colonial Revival Joseph Wolf 

690 
GARLAND 

1924 James Panton 
Thomas G. Gage Co. 

Dutch Colonial 
Revival 

Owner 

695 
GARLAND 

1954 Fred H. Prather 
Fred H. Prather 

Ranch with 
Colonial Revival 
Details 

Mr. and Mrs. 
Geo. H. 
Maloney, Sr.  

230 
CHURCH 

1985 Friedoon Hakimian 
Green Bay Builders 

Neo Tudor 
Revival 

Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael E. 
McGoey 
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ATTACHMENT E. 

PHOTOS OF RESIDENCES IN THE SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOOD 
  

 

616 GARLAND AVENUE 

 

620 GARLAND AVENUE 

 

 

 

 

627 GARLAND AVENUE 630 GARLAND AVENUE 

631 GARLAND AVENUE 637 GARLAND AVENUE 



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) 
Village of Winnetka: 636 Garland Court 
 

 49 

 
  

  

 

 

  

643 GARLAND AVENUE 647 GARLAND AVENUE 

655 GARLAND AVENUE 660 GARLAND AVENUE 

654 GARLAND AVENUE 650 GARLAND AVENUE 
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663 GARLAND AVENUE 666 GARLAND AVENUE 

667 GARLAND AVENUE 674 GARLAND AVENUE 

675 GARLAND AVENUE 681 GARLAND AVENUE 
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690 GARLAND AVENUE 695 GARLAND AVENUE 

230 CHURCH  STREET 
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ATTTACHMENT F. 

OTHER ITALIAN RENAISSANCE REVIVAL HOUSES IN WINNETKA  

 

480 Sheridan Road 

 

1152 Chatfield Road 

 

871 Burr Avenue 

 

859 Burr Avenue 

  

1110 Pine Street 642 Ash Street 
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ATTACHMENT G. 

SELECT RESEARCH 
 

1. 1938 Sanborn Map  
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2. Plat of Survey  

 
2020 Plat of Survey 
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3. Real Estate Listings 

 
4.   

 

1942 Real Estate Listing, 
Winnetka Historical Society 

 

1970s Real Estate Listing 
Winnetka Historical Society 
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2016 Real Estate Listing 
Winnetka Historical Society 
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4. Articles 
 
Margaret Donaldson Aitken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
William Aitken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Chicago Tribune, April 16, 1919 

 

Chicago Tribune, August 13, 1915 

 

 

 

The Inter Ocean, September 13, 1908 

 
Chicago Tribune, September 26, 1917  

Chicago Tribune, November 11, 1913 

 

The Economist: A Weekly Financial, Commercial 
and Real Estate Newspaper 54, July 3, 1915 

Chicago Tribune, March 23, 1924 

Chicago Tribune, February 24, 1924 

 

Chicago Tribune, October 17, 1915 
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Chicago Tribune, August 5, 1945 

 

Chicago Tribune, May 4, 1947 

 
Chicago Tribune, September 28, 1947 

 
Chicago Tribune, April 13, 1952 
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Unattributed newspaper clipping 
Winnetka Historical Society 

 

Winnetka Weekly Talk, January 27, 1923 
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William Aitken, World War I Registration Card, Ancestry.com 

 

William Aitken, World War II Draft Registration Card, 
Ancestry.com 
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“Written on Special Train coming from Halifax to Montreal”  
Poem written by William Aitken, September 14, 1939 
A Survivor of the Athenia Disaster 
Village Hall, Bannockburn 
Photograph by Bud Rothing, Bannockburn Village President 
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“William Aitken, Builder of Modern Homes,” 1923 Print 
From a collection of prints with character sketches from the 1920s, with verse by J.P. McEvoy 
Period Paper, https://www.periodpaper.com/products/1923-print-william-aitken-chicago-
home-builder-golfer-original-019223-cp1-006 
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Chicago Tribune, September 13, 1952 

 

The Daily Chronicle, September 11, 1952 
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Memorial, undated photograph of monument dedicated in memory of 
William and Florence Aitken, Village Hall, Bannockburn 
Photographs by Bud Rothing, Bannockburn Village President 
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4. Articles 
 
RESIDENTS 
 
Ray D. and Blanche Smith 
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Freeport Journal-Standard, June 19, 1941 
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5. Permits 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1923 Original Construction Permit 
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1972 Permit to allow kitchen remodeling 
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1986 Permit to allow construction of one-story bay window in rear  
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2000 Permit for Foundation Repair 
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2016 Permit for roof replacement 



  October 19, 2020 
 

P.O. Box 365 - Winnetka, Illinois 60093 t 847-446-0001  www.winnetkahistory.org   whsinfo@winnetkahistory.org 
  

 
 
Christopher Marx, AICP 
Associate Planner 
Village of Winnetka – Department of Community Development 
510 Green Bay Road 
Winnetka, Illinois 60093 
 

Dear Mr. Marx, 

The Winnetka Historical Society has reviewed Benjamin Historic Certifications thorough research of the 
property at 636 Garland Court. We agree with the assessment that the property has significance due to 
its association with William Aitken. In addition, we agree that the property is not particularly 
architecturally significant in terms of its design characteristics, and that the damage suffered as a result 
of the May 2020 fire may have irreparably damaged what significant characteristics otherwise 
remained.  
 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Mary Trieschmann       Meagan McChesney, PhD. 

Executive Director       Curator 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 

  Page 1 

MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: AUGUST 20, 2020 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 20-20: 636 GARLAND AVENUE 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On  September  21,  2020,  the  Landmark  Preservation  Commission  (LPC)  will  consider  a  request  to 
demolish the residence, detached garage, and coach house detached garage located at 644 Pine Lane. 
Please  return  any  available  information  regarding  the  architectural  and  historical  significance  of  the 
structure  to my  attention  by  the  end  of  the  day  on  Thursday,  September  10,  2020.  If  you  have  any 
questions please feel free to send an email to cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716‐3587.      
       
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date  Type  Owner  Architect 

12‐30‐1923  Frame and brick veneer residence  William Aitken  William Aitken 

9‐29‐1986  Construct one story bay window 
added to back of existing single‐
family residence 

Bob Boatman  Fred Polito 

ATTACHMENT D





636 Garland – September 2018 

 

 



 

PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
 

     

Address: 636 Garland Avenue 

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1924 

Construction type: Brick 

Style: Georgian Revival 

 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

William 

Aitken 

1924  Bannockburn Village 

history; Winnetka Talk 

article; Chicago Tribune 

obituary  

Aitken was a well-known and 

accomplished architect who designed 

and founded the Village of 

Bannockburn in Lake County, IL. He 

was also the architect for the Aitken 

Building in Hubbard Woods, as well 

as several Winnetka homes (500 

Maple – a Winnetka Landmark, 248 

Linden, and 671 Lincoln – the Home 

Alone house) 

Ray D. Smith 1925 – 1931 1925 phone book; 1931 

phone book 

 

Edward B. 

Mallers 

1932 – 

1933/34 

1932 phone book; 1930 

Tribune article 

Chicago realty operator 

Harold F. 

Leahy 

1933/34 –  

1935/36 

1935 phone book; 

Winnetka Talk obituary 

Founder and former President of the 

LaSalle Paper Co., which was located 

at 855 Adams in Chicago 

Gustavus 

Theodore 

Hellmuth 

1936/37 – 

1942 

1937 phone book; Real 

estate slip; WWII draft 

registration card 

Worked for Chicago Transit 

Authority; also an attorney 

Mrs. (Mary) 

Bernard 

Schroeder 

1942 – 1971 Real estate slip  

Robert 

Boatman 

and/or Susan 

Garland 

Boatman 

(later Susan 

Garland) 

1971 – 2020 1971 plans by John 

Gresham; Winnetka 

Talk obituary; Chicago 

Tribune obituary; 2016 

property tax assessment 

Robert Boatman was an executive at 

Masonite Corp., a door manufacturing 

company, and an accomplished Army 

veteran. Susan Garland was a member 

of the local Rhododendron Society 

and once served on the Winnetka-

Northfield Library District’s board of 

ATTACHMENT E



trustees. 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ON PROPERTY:  

   

 

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND DESCRIPTION 

OF PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

William Aitken 1923 - Build frame and brick 

veneer residence 

Bannockburn Village history; 

Winnetka Talk article; 

Chicago Tribune obituary 

Fred Polito 1986 - Construct one story bay 

window 

added to back of existing 

single-family 

residence 

 

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED:  

Winnetka Talk, Chicago Tribune, WHS property files, phone books, Ancestry.com, Google 

search  

 

Date of Research: 8/26/2020 

 

Our research indicates that this property does have architectural and historical significance. The 

original architect of the property, William Aitken, was a well-known architect and builder of 

several notable homes on the North Shore. He was the founder of the Village of Bannockburn 

and built many of the first homes there. In Winnetka, Aitken designed and built the Aitken 

building on the corner of Green Bay Road and Gage Street, as well as the home at 500 Maple, a 

Winnetka Designated Landmark. Aitken also designed and built the home at 671 Lincoln, where 

the popular movie “Home Alone” was filmed. 636 Garland is a spacious Georgian Revival that 

contains many similar features to Aitken’s well-known homes in Winnetka and beyond.  

 

Additionally, this property has been home to several prominent Winnetka residents, including 

Harold F. Leahy, founder and former president of the LaSalle Paper Company in Chicago. In 

addition, this property was the home of Robert Boatman and Susan Garland (formerly Susan 

Boatman). Susan Garland was a longtime Winnetka resident who was involved in various 

community organizations before she died tragically in a fire that broke out in her bedroom at 636 

Garland . 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 



1971 plans for Robert and Susan Garland Boatman 

Full image: 

 

Close up: 
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https://bannockburn.org/community/village-history/ 

The first settlers to the area where Bannockburn stands today arrived in 1835 from County 

Meath, Ireland. Michael Meehan built a log cabin near what is now the northwest corner of 

Hilltop Lane and Telegraph Road and gradually acquired a total of 283 acres. 

William Aitken was an architect and builder who is credited with bringing modern real estate 

development to the Village. He created a master plan covering 110 acres where he intended to 

build “country estates” for people who wanted that genteel style of living. Aitken was born in 

Scotland and used the name ”Bannockburn” for his own home and in the names of his 

subdivisions. 

The first homes went up in 1924 and by 1929, when application was made to incorporate the 

area, there were 30 families in the community—on Meadow Lane, Robin Road, Aitken Drive, 

Telegraph Road, and in the Wilmot Road/Sunset Lane area. Early residents were very active in 

developing and shaping the community that they loved, serving as trustees on the village board, 

organizing the Bannockburn school, creating zoning ordinances that formed the basis of our 

current zoning codes, and organizing a garden club and numerous charitable activities. 

Over the years more land was acquired and today the Village encompasses 1,318 acres located 

approximately 30 miles north of Chicago, and 4 miles west of Lake Michigan. The original 

intent of William Aitken—to create a residential community with homes on large tracts of land 

within a rural atmosphere comprising natural landscapes and open spaces—is preserved to this 

day, due to the commitment of the residents of the Village of Bannockburn, past and present. 
 

https://bannockburn.org/community/village-history/


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

FIND AUTO TAKEN BY LOOTERS OF MALLERS HOME: CLEWS TO HOLDUP ON NORTH SHORE ARE SLIM.
Chicago Daily Tribune (1923-1963); Feb 5, 1930; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. 3



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



 

 



 





















ROBERT L. BOATMAN 
CHICAGO TRIBUNE, September 13, 2000 

Robert L. Boatman, 81, a 33-year Masonite Corp. executive who helped the 

company develop a veneer for doors, died Monday, Sept. 4, in his home in 

Winnetka after a lengthy illness. Born in Van Wert, Iowa, Mr. Boatman 

graduated from Iowa State University with a bachelor's degree in forestry, and 

later earned a master's degree in economics at the University of Minnesota. 

From 1941 to 1946, he served as a wood technologist and later an air 

operations specialist with the U.S. Army Air Forces Material Command. In 

1948, he began selling building products at Masonite Corp.. While at 

Masonite, he was involved in the creation of a material that gave outer doors 

the look of wood but kept the price affordable, said his wife, Sue. "That was a 

major accomplishment because it launched [Masonite's] entry into the [door 

veneer] market," she said. Survivors also include a daughter, Judith Lise 

Martin; a son, John Robert "Jack"; a sister, Mary Kay Kull; and three 

grandchildren. Memorial services will be held at 4 p.m. Friday in Christ 

Episcopal Church, 784 Sheridan Rd., Winnetka. 

 

https://www.chicagotribune.com/topic/education/colleges-universities/iowa-state-university--OREDU0000581-topic.html


Longtime Winnetka resident and 

philanthropist dies in house fire 

By KAREN ANN CULLOTTA  
PIONEER PRESS | 

MAY 03, 2020 AT 8:06 AM  

 

An 82-year-old Winnetka woman died in a fire in her home in the 600 block of 

Garland Avenue. (Karen Ann Cullotta / Pioneer Press) 

A longtime Winnetka resident who friends described as a tireless volunteer 

and philanthropist died in a house fire in the village Friday night, authorities 

said. 

Susan Garland, 82, died in her home Friday night after a fire broke out around 

7 p.m. in her bedroom on the second floor of her home in the 600 block of 

Garland Avenue, Winnetka Fire Captain Robert Bowne said. 

 

https://www.chicagotribune.com/chi-karen-ann-cullotta-staff.html#nt=byline


The fire department received a call from Garland Friday evening, reporting the 

house fire, which was contained to the bedroom and quickly extinguished, 

Bowne said. 

Garland died at the scene, and the cause of the fire is suspected to be related to 

smoking materials, Fire Chief Alan Berkowsky said. 

On Saturday, the Rev. Christopher Powell, rector at Christ Church of 

Winnetka, said he spoke to Garland on the phone earlier in the week, when 

officials held a virtual Zoom meeting to discuss the Episcopal church’s annual 

rummage sale. 

As a member of the church’s benevolence committee, Garland was among the 

volunteers who made site visits every year to non-profit organizations across 

Chicago that were being considered as recipients of the $200,000 raised 

annually by the rummage sale. 

Although Garland had suffered from health problems in recent years, Powell 

said she remained a tireless volunteer, always eager to lend a hand and her 

expertise. 

“She stayed very involved in our church, even with her health challenges...she 

was such an interesting and gracious person. She was a friend to so many," 

Powell said. 

Despite the fact that Garland lived on Garland Avenue, and shared a surname 

with one of Winnetka’s early founders, John Garland, Powell said there was no 

relation, and called the similarity “a double coincidence.” 

A master gardener and avid reader, Garland was a member of the local 

Rhododendron Society and once served on the Winnetka-Northfield Library 

District’s board of trustees. 

[Most read] Coronavirus in Illinois updates: Eviction ban extended in 

state until late September » 

"Susan was a such a gracious person, and a good friend to many...she always 

had a smile on her face,” Powell said. 

kcullotta@chicagotribune.com 

https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-covid-19-pandemic-chicago-illinois-news-20200824-chfeybtqfvf5ddyuwpomxcj7ay-story.html#nt=interstitial-auto
https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-covid-19-pandemic-chicago-illinois-news-20200824-chfeybtqfvf5ddyuwpomxcj7ay-story.html#nt=interstitial-auto
mailto:kcullotta@chicagotribune.com


Twitter @kcullott 
 



 



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Obituary 1 -- No Title
Chicago Daily Tribune (1923-1963); Sep 13, 1952; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. B7



 



ATTACHMENT F








	LPC Agenda 11.02.2020
	10.05.2020 LPC Minutes - Draft
	1015 Starr - Agenda Packet
	1015 Starr - LPC Memo
	Attachment A - GIS Aerial Map
	Attachment B - Preliminary Property History
	Attachment C - Historical Society Research - 1
	1015 Starr - WHS Packet (1)
	1015StarrCoversheetFINAL
	1015StarrScannedDocs
	E._A._RUMMLER,_LAWYER,_CIVIC_L
	John Van BergenHPHistoricalSocietyBio
	MaryPaulyWTobit
	PaulyObit
	Death Notice: DR. MICHAEL HENRY PAULY JR.

	PrairieSchoolReview1976RummlerHouse
	SneiderObit
	SNEIDER, JAMES ROMAN

	Zillow

	Attachment D - Application Materials

	1423 Asbury - Agenda Packet
	1423 Asbury - LPC Memo
	Attachment A - GIS Aerial Map
	Attachment B - Preliminary Property History
	Attachment C - Historical Society Research
	1423 Asbury - WHS Packet (1)
	1423AsburyCoversheet
	1423AshburyScannedDocs
	DWIGHT_INGRAM_OF_LAKE_FOREST_D
	Former_executive_Henry_Barthol
	HarderBartholomayObits

	Attachment D - Application Materials

	644 Pine - HAIS Agenda Packet
	644 Pine - HAIS Memo (consolidated memo form)
	Attachment A - HAIS prepard by Guarino Historic Resources Documentation
	Attachment B - Historical Society HAIS Comments
	Attachment C - GIS Aerial Map
	Attachment D - Preliminary Property History Study
	Attachment E - Historical Society Research
	644PineLaneCombinedCompleted
	644PineLaneCoversheet
	644PineLaneScannedDocs
	644PineLanescannedPhoneBooks
	CharlesHarperObit
	CTSchwallObit
	DonaldMcPhersonWTobit
	EdwinClarkArtInstituteBio
	GazetteArticleClark
	HaroldNuttingObit
	Josephine_Dennehy_Becomes_Brid
	MargaretNuttingObit
	Wendt Cedarholm & TippensCTarticle
	WHS Packet - 644 Pine

	644PineLaneCoversheet

	Attachment F - Application Materials

	636 Garland - HAIS Agenda Packet
	636 Garland - HAIS Memo (consolidated memo form)
	Attachment A - HAIS prepared by Benjamin Historic Certifications
	Attachment B - Historical Society HAIS Comments
	Attachment C - GIS Aerial Map
	Attachment D - Preliminary Property History
	Attachment E - Historical Society Research
	1971 plans for Robert and Susan Garland Boatman
	636GarlandCoversheet
	AitkenCTobit
	BannockburnVillageHistory
	EdwardMallersTribuneArticle1930
	Hellmuth1942draftcard
	LeahyWTObitFeb61969
	phonebookscans
	RealEstateandTaxSlips
	RobertBoatmanCTObit
	SusanGarlandWTobit
	WHS Packet - 636 Garland St
	WilliamAitkenad1920
	WilliammAitkenobit
	WinnetkaTalk1923AitkenArticle

	Attachment F - Application Materials




