
 
Village of Winnetka 

 Historic Preservation Commission Regular Meeting 
  

 
February 3, 2025 at 7:00 PM 

Winnetka Village Hall Council Chambers - 510 
Green Bay Road 

 
 

NOTICE 
 

Public comment is permitted on all agenda items at the meeting.  If you wish to provide testimony or comments 
prior to the meeting, you may provide them one of two ways: (1) by sending an email to planning@winnetka.org; or 
by sending a letter to Community Development, Village of Winnetka, 510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, IL  60093.  All 
agenda materials are available at www.villageofwinnetka.org/agendacenter.  

The Village of Winnetka, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, requests that persons with 
disabilities, who require certain accommodations to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting or have 
questions about the accessibility of the meeting or facilities contact the Village ADA Coordinator at 510 Green Bay 
Road, Winnetka, Illinois 60093, (Telephone (847) 716-3543; T.D.D. (847) 501-6041). 
 
 

AGENDA 
1. Call to Order 
2. Public Comments 
3. Approval of Minutes 
  a. Approval of January 6, 2025, Regular Meeting Minutes 
4. Historical Architectural Impact Studies (HAIS) 
  a. Case No. 24-12-HPC - 760 Cherry Street: Review of the Historic Architectural 

Impact Study (HAIS) attached to the demolition permit for the single-family 
residence. 

5. Other Business 
  a. March 3, 2025, Regular Meeting - Quorum Check 
  b. 2025 Preservation Awards - Call For Nominations 
  c. Monthly Communications for HPC - Discussion and Content Decision 
6. Adjournment 
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1 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
2 JANUARY 6, 2025 MEETING MINUTES
3
4 Members Present:                            Jack Coladarci, Chairman
5 Chris Enck
6 Beth Ann Papoutsis    
7 Joseph Stuart 
8 Paul Weaver
9  

10 Members Absent:                              None
11
12 Non-Voting Members Present:       Kim Handler  
13
14 Junior Commissioner Present: Louis Zaransky
15   
16 Village Staff: Christopher Marx, Associate Planner
17  
18 Call to Order & Roll Call:
19 Chairman Coladarci called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. Roll call was taken of the Commission Members 
20 present. 
21
22 Public Comment:
23 No public comment was made at this time. Mr. Marx informed the Commission one additional public 
24 correspondence relating to 557 Orchard Lane was received after the agenda packet was published. Chairman 
25 Coladarci confirmed it would be included as part of the record. 
26
27 Approval of Minutes:
28 Chairman Coladarci asked if there were any comments or corrections or for a motion to approve the December 2, 
29 2024 meeting minutes. Mr. Weaver clarified a comment made on page 2, line 1. A motion to approve the 
30 December 2, 2024 minutes, as amended, was made by Mr. Enck and seconded by Mr. Weaver. A vote was taken 
31 and the motion unanimously passed, 5 to 0:
32 AYES: Coladarci, Enck, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 
33 NAYS: None 
34 NON-VOTING: Zaransky
35
36 Demolition Permit Applications:
37 a. Case No. 25-01-HPC - 557 Orchard Lane: Review of the demolition permit application for the single-
38 family residence at 557 Orchard Lane. 
39 Mr. Marx identified the property owners, the property’s size, location and zoning classification along with an 
40 approximate 1912 date of construction, according to the Winnetka Historical Society. He stated the property is not 
41 included with the Illinois Historic Structures Listing. He also said that the Winnetka Historical Society determined 
42 the property has no architectural or historical significance. Mr. Marx noted two public comments were received 
43 which he identified for the Commission and asked if there were any questions. Chairman Coladarci asked if the 
44 home is occupied and Mr. Marx responded that the applicant can confirm. No additional questions were raised at 
45 this time. 
46
47 Katherine Kirkpatrick stated she and her husband, Nicholas Bos, live at 561 Orchard Lane and purchased the home 
48 in August 2021 which has been uninhabited since January 2021. She described the home’s dilapidated condition 
49 and foundation issues which are not salvageable. Ms. Kirkpatrick stated the reason for the demolition request is 
50 that they want to have space for both sets of parents to occupy the home with them in the addition they plan to 
51 build. She stated they planned to work with the Village to ensure the plans are acceptable to them and the 
52 neighbors and asked if there were any questions. 
53
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1 Chairman Coladarci asked if they planned to consolidate both lots. Ms. Kirkpatrick confirmed that is correct and 
2 would apply for a setback variance on the property’s west side. She then described the project timeline for the 
3 Commission. To clarify, the applicants plan to consolidate both lots with the newer home using both properties. 
4
5 Chairman Coladarci asked if there were any other questions. No additional questions were raised at this time. He 
6 then called the matter in for discussion. 
7
8 Chairman Coladarci asked the Commission if they felt the home deserved an HAIS or for a motion to approve the 
9 demolition request with the finding that the property has no historic or architectural significance. A motion as 

10 stated by Chairman Coladarci was made by Mr. Enck and seconded by Mr. Weaver. A vote was taken and the 
11 motion unanimously passed, 5 to 0:
12 AYES: Coladarci, Enck, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 
13 NAYS: None 
14 NON-VOTING: Zaransky
15
16 Case No. 25-02-HPC - 499 Sheridan Road: Review of the demolition permit application for the single-family 
17 residence at 499 Sheridan Road
18 Mr. Marx identified the applicant, the property’s size, location and zoning classification with a 1965 date of 
19 construction and subsequent additions. He stated the property is not a part of the Illinois Historic Structures Listing 
20 and that no public comment was received. Mr. Marx then asked if there were any questions. Mr. Enck questioned 
21 the access roads identified as Sheridan Road. Mr. Marx provided clarification and described the lot’s dimensions, 
22 aerial photographs and frontage as well as a demolition permit that was previously reviewed for a neighboring 
23 property. No additional questions were raised at this time. 
24
25 Bill Murphy introduced himself as the architect representing the property owner and explained the prior project 
26 scope. He stated once the subject property became available, the owner decided to consolidate both properties 
27 and build the same home originally planned for 473 Sheridan Road, except situated a little further to the north to 
28 benefit the surrounding neighborhood. Mr. Murphy informed the Commission that the home is not dilapidated 
29 and the goal is to join the properties in the same manner as they were before the property was subdivided in the 
30 1960’s. He stated Oak Street would be the front yard and they are working through various zoning conditions. Mr. 
31 Murphy added the future home would be sited to the east of a utility easement at the rear of the existing home. 
32 He then asked if there were any questions. 
33
34 Chairman Coladarci questioned if there is an HOA. Mr. Murphy responded there is although it may not be active. 
35 Mr. Enck asked if the new home would be sited where 473 Sheridan Road is located with 499 Sheridan Road 
36 becoming open space. Mr. Murphy confirmed that is correct and referred to a map illustration in the agenda 
37 packet for the Commission’s review. Ms. Papoutsis asked what the approximate square footage of the new home 
38 would be. Mr. Murphy estimated it would be 7,000 square feet which represented half the amount of what it 
39 could be for the size of the proposed consolidated lot. Mr. Weaver asked if the current ownership is the same as 
40 the submitted demo permit for the neighboring property of 473 Sheridan Road. Mr. Murphy confirmed that is 
41 correct. He stated the home would have a more modern, Mediterranean appearance and described its proposed 
42 detailing. Mr. Murphy added potential fencing has not been finalized. Mr. Zaransky asked with regard to the bluff, 
43 if the architecture and stair cases are original from both homes before it was subdivided. Mr. Murphy confirmed 
44 that is correct and that it would remain. No additional questions were raised at this time. 
45
46 Chairman Coladarci called the matter in for discussion and asked the Commission if they felt the home warranted 
47 an HAIS. Mr. Enck referred to the Historical Society’s findings. Chairman Coladarci then asked for a motion to 
48 approve the demolition request for 499 Sheridan Road based on the home’s lack of architectural and historical 
49 significance. A motion as stated by Chairman Coladarci was made by Mr. Weaver and seconded by Ms. Papoutsis. 
50 A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 5 to 0:
51 AYES: Coladarci, Enck, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 
52 NAYS: None 
53 NON-VOTING: Zaransky
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1
2 Other Business:
3 a. February 3, 2025 Meeting – Quorum Check.
4 The Commission Members discussed their availability. 
5
6 Mr. Marx advised the Commission Members of the HAIS submission deadline and the next meeting’s possible 
7 agenda items. Chairman Coladarci then asked if the Winnetka Historical Society can provide clearer photos in the 
8 preliminary review information for the future.  Mr. Marx provided an explanation as for the varying resolution and 
9 image quality in documents that are shared with the Commission.  

10
11 The Commission Members discussed at length the status of 246 Sheridan which is a vacant lot and future plans for 
12 the property. Mr. Marx noted that a property that took advantage of the GFA bonus would soon be included in the 
13 Village’s seasonal newsletter. He then asked if the Commission was still interested in drafting a communications 
14 piece about the Crow Island School addition as had been previously discussed. Mr. Enck provided an update and 
15 stated it may be too soon for that item. Mr. Marx suggested the item could be held until the matter is finalized. 
16
17 Mr. Weaver asked for clarification with regard to item no. 8. Mr. Marx provided a summary with regard to past 
18 HAIS reports and their availability to the general public. Mr. Weaver stated he can have a discussion with the 
19 Winnetka Historical Society about making their archives more immediately accessible to individuals wanting to 
20 access them. Chairman Coladarci referred to the prior suggestion of having a link on the Village’s website which 
21 contained HAIS reports. Mr. Marx responded logistics have to be investigated in terms of redacting personal 
22 information, etc. 
23
24 Adjournment:
25 Chairman Coladarci asked for a motion to adjourn. A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Weaver and seconded by 
26 Mr. Enck. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 5 to 0:
27 AYES: Coladarci, Enck, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 
28 NAYS: None 
29 NON-VOTING: Zaransky
30 The meeting adjourned at 7:59 p.m. 
31
32 Respectfully submitted,
33
34 Antionette Johnson
35 Recording Secretary
36
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MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA 

TO: HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE: JANUARY 30, 2025

SUBJECT: 760 CHERRY STREET - HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT 
STUDY (CASE NO. 24-12-HPC)

INTRODUCTION
Meeting Date February 3, 2025
Commission Action Determine (1) whether the HAIS is complete; (2) whether 

the proposed demolition will have a significant negative 
architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a 
whole or on the immediate neighborhood; and (3) whether 
demolition should be delayed in order to explore 
alternatives to total demolition.

Historic and Architectural Impact Study 
(HAIS)

Prepared by Jean Guarino of Guarino Historic Resource 
Documentation (the “Consultant”) and dated January 8, 
2025. The Consultant’s conclusions regarding their evaluation 
of the structure’s historic significance and architectural 
significance can be found on page 2 of the HAIS. The 
Consultant’s conclusions regarding the neighborhood impact 
can be found on pages 11-12 of the HAIS (See Attachment A).

Preliminary Historical and Architectural 
Review

August 5, 2024, by a vote of 4-0, required submittal of an 
HAIS.

Property Address 760 Cherry Street (See Attachment C – Aerial Map)
Property Owner Grace Presbyterian Church of the North Shore
Application Submitted by Grace Presbyterian Church of the North Shore, represented 

by Kendall Lettinga
Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet

Completed

Newspaper Notice The meeting was properly noticed in the Winnetka Talk on 
January 16, 2025.  

Public Comments as of Date of Memo As of the date of this memo, staff has not received any written 
comment from the public regarding this application. 

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Comments on HAIS

WHS finds the HAIS complete and agrees with the HAIS 
assessment that the house maintains architectural 
significance. (See Attachment B).

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Size 0.17 acres
Location South side of Cherry Street between Linden Street and Ridge 

Avenue 
Improvements Single-family residence with a detached garage
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Zoning R-5 Single Family Residential 
Surrounding Zoning R-5 Single Family Residential 

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment D, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment E, WHS Research

Constructed 1921
Additional Construction Activity 1921 - Build a one-story frame residence and garage, 2024 - 

Alter and add to one-and-a-half solid brick single-family 
dwelling

Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing No
Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) WHS research indicates that the property has historical and 

architectural significance. See attached report from the WHS 
provided in Attachment C for details.

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
Other Permits for New Primary Structures on 
Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley)

None

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise 
impacts in the neighborhood.

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted

The property owner intends to add vehicular parking spaces 
and construct a new addition to the main church 
congregation building. The applicant has also submitted other 
necessary applications for the proposed plans including a 
special use permit, certificate of appropriateness, and zoning 
variations that will require review by the Plan Commission, 
Design Review Board, and Zoning Board of Appeals, and then 
ultimately approval by the Village Council. A building permit 
application has not been received at this time, although a 
submission is anticipated subject to the outcomes of the 
respective board and commission approvals. The respective 
applications for the proposal are still under review with their 
respective boards and commissions. 

DEMOLITION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

The Commission may order the issuance of a demolition delay of a historic or architecturally 
significant structure for up to but not exceeding 270 days from the date the Commission determines 
that an applicant is required to submit an HAIS for the structure the applicant wishes to demolish.

If after reviewing the HAIS the HPC determines the home is significant and a delay should be issued, 
at that time the Commission may issue a demolition delay up to but not exceeding 270 days from 
August 5, 2024.

COMMISSION REVIEW

In making its determination regarding the historical and architectural impact of the subject property, 
the Landmark Preservation Commission shall consider the following:

a. the historic and architectural impact study prepared pursuant to the foregoing Section 
15.52.050;

b. the preliminary property history study prepared pursuant to Section 15.52.040;
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c. comments of the Winnetka Historical Society on the application and study; and
d. any other information, comment or evidence received by the Commission at the impact 

determination meeting or at the preliminary review meeting.

Prior to making a determination, the Commission must first determine if it finds the Historical 
Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) complete. If the HPC determines that the HAIS filed by the 
Applicant is incomplete or otherwise insufficient to enable the HPC to make a determination as to the 
impact of the proposed demolition, the HPC may direct the Applicant to complete, amend or 
supplement the report and may continue the impact determination meeting pending the Applicant’s 
filing of a complete application.

If the Commission does find the HAIS complete, a Commission member may make one of the two 
following motions (a) the Building and/or Property Lacks Sufficient Historic or Architectural 
Significance or (b) Delay of Demolition:

Building and/or Property Lacks Sufficient Historic or Architectural Significance

The Commission finds that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 760 Cherry Street 
prepared by Guarino Historic Resources Documentation is complete and that the proposed 
demolition will not have a significant negative architectural or historical impact on either the 
Village as a whole or on the immediate neighborhood. Based upon these findings, the 
demolition may proceed without a delay.

Delay of Demolition 

The Commission finds that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 760 Cherry Street 
prepared by Guarino Historic Resources Documentation is complete and that the building or 
structure is considered to be historically or architecturally significant as it meets one or more of 
the following standards [Commission member should note which of the following standards 
should be included in the motion]:

(1) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design without regard to the time built 
or historic associations;

(2) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design that is not the result of a change 
or a series of changes in the original structure; 

(3) the structure exemplifies an architectural style, construction technique or building type once 
common in the Village;

(4) the structure exhibits an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or construction technique 
that contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as an accent or counterpart; or 

(5) that the property has been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the Village 
Code, has been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey conducted 
under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation, or has been listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places or the Illinois Register of Historic Places  

The Commission finds that the proposed demolition will have a significant negative architectural 
or historical impact on either the Village as a whole or on the immediate neighborhood due to 
the following architecturally or historically significant aspects of the structure:

1. [Commission member to fill in] 
2. __________________________________________________________________

Preservation alternatives to the demolition of the structure include:

1. [Commission member to fill in].
2. __________________________________________________________________
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Based upon these findings, the demolition must be delayed for a period of up to 270 days from 
August 5, 2024, in order to explore alternatives to total demolition. Demolition of the structure 
may not occur prior to May 2, 2025.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment A: HAIS prepared by Guarino Historic Resources Documentation 
Attachment B: Historical Society HAIS Comments
Attachment C: GIS Aerial Map
Attachment D: Preliminary Property History Study
Attachment E: Historical Society Research
Attachment F: Application Materials
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HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT STUDY (HAIS): 

THE JAMES E. AND KATHRYN FONDA HOUSE AT 760 CHERRY STREET 

WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

Built 1921-22 

Architect: Howard Bowen 

HAIS PREPARED BY: 

Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D. 

Guarino Historic Resources Documentation 

844 Home Avenue 

Oak Park, IL  60304 

708.386.1142 

guarinojl@gmail.com | jeanguarino.com 

Submitted to the Village of Winnetka on January 8, 2025 

ATTACHMENT A
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Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the James E. and Kathryn Fonda House, 760 Cherry Street, Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 

Submitted January 8, 2025     2 

Synopsis of Findings of Significance 

 

The Fonda House at 760 Cherry Street in Winnetka does not possess statewide or national 

architectural significance, nor does it possess local, statewide, or national historic significance. 

However, it does possess local architectural significance as a work by architect Howard Bowen, 

a Wilmette resident who designed at least 35 buildings in Winnetka during the 1920s, 29 of 

which are extant, as well as many other buildings in Chicago’s North Shore suburbs. His 

residential work in Winnetka includes “The Chimneys,” a picturesque multi-family building at 

150-162 Green Bay Road. The Fonda House is a fine example of an Arts and Crafts style brick 

bungalow, a type unusual in Winnetka, and among Bowen’s repertoire, which typically feature 

medium-sized houses that are two stories in height and designed in restrained versions of the 

Colonial and Tudor Revival styles. 

 

Owners of the house at 760 Cherry Street 

 

Name Period of 

Ownership 

Dr. James Everett Fonda and Kathryn Fonda 1920 to 1931 

Dorothy Luebbe 1931 to 1932 

Dr. Arthur V. Thorsen and Leora Thorsen 1932-1952 

J.R. and Harriette W. Starr, Harriette W. Starr Land Trust 1952-1987 

Alister and Barbara MacDonald 1987-2023 

Grace Presbyterian Church 2023 to present  

 

Property owners were identified through a title search (Cook County Tract Book No. 249B, pp. 

150-154) as well as property records on the Cook County Clerk’s website: 

https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/recordings 

 

James Everett Fonda (“Everett”) and Kathryn Fonda 

 

The house at 760 Cherry Street was built in 1921-22 for James Everett Fonda (Everett) (1889-

1972) and his wife, Kathryn (Hansen) Fonda (1891-1949). Everett Fonda was born on December 

16, 1889, in North Platte, Nebraska, the son of James and Nellie Fonda. He received a degree in 

dentistry from the University of Nebraska and then undertook a three-year graduate course in his 

field at the University of Illinois.1  

 

In 1917, the 28-year-old Everett worked for himself as a dentist in Winnetka and lived at 1098 

Spruce Street. He enjoyed a “very lucrative practice” at the time of his marriage to Kathryn 

Hansen, which took place on December 31 of that year. Hansen, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. F. 

William Hansen of 2060 Humboldt Boulevard in Chicago, was described in the couple’s 

marriage announcement as a “very talented young lady,” who was a “graduate of the Chicago 

 
1  Ancestry.com. U.S., World War I Draft Cards for Young Men; U.S. Census for 1900; “Dr. Everett Fonda 

Weds Chicago Young Lady,” The North Platte Semi-Weekly Tribune (North Platte, Nebraska) (4 January 1918).  
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Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the James E. and Kathryn Fonda House, 760 Cherry Street, Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 

Submitted January 8, 2025     3 

high school, and later took a course in one of the well-known women’s colleges in the east.”  The 

couple rented a house at 797 Elm Street in Winnetka following their marriage.2  

 

Everett Fonda obtained a building permit on December 13, 1921, to construct a 1 ½ story brick 

bungalow at 760 Cherry Street and hired Howard Bowen as the architect. Bowen also designed 

three houses on the 800 block of Cherry Street in 1921 (803, 807 and 811). The Fondas lived in 

the house at 760 Cherry Street with their son James (b. 1922) until 1932, when they relocated to 

a house at 808 Green Bay Road in Winnetka.3  

 

Everett Fonda maintained an independent dentistry practice in Winnetka throughout his career, 

with an office at 797 Elm Street. In 1943 he served as an officer for the North Suburban branch 

of the Chicago Dental Society. He also served as a charter member and president of the 

Winnetka Rotary Club. Kathryn Fonda died in 1949 at the age of 58. Everett Fonda resided in his 

house at 808 Green Bay Road until 1969, after which time he moved to Deerfield Beach, Florida. 

He died in 1967 at the age of 82.4 

 

Arthur Valdimar Thorsen and Leora Thorsen 

 

Arthur V. Thorsen (1890-1975) was born on October 16, 1890, in Winnetka, the son of Ole and 

Johanne (Anderson) Thorsen, both of whom were natives of Norway. He lived with his parents 

and his sister, Mabel, in a house at 358 Winnetka Avenue in 1910. Thorsen graduated from 

Northwestern University in 1914 and lived with his mother and sister in a house at 695 Hill Road 

in Winnetka in 1920. Arthur and Leora Thorsen (1895-1968) married in 1926. The couple 

purchased the house at 760 Cherry Street in Winnetka in 1932, presumably as an investment 

property, as they also owned a courtyard apartment building at 1630 W. Columbia Avenue in 

Chicago, where they lived from 1930 until 1942. They presumably rented out their house at 760 

Cherry Street during that period.5  

 

In January 1942, Arthur Thorsen petitioned the Winnetka Village Council to change the zoning 

for the house at 760 Cherry Street from single-family to a multi-family so that he and his wife 

could occupy the second floor and presumably rent out the first floor. Thorsen’s petition was 

denied, as stated in a letter addressed to him by the Village Manager, as such an arrangement 

“was not considered to be for the best interest to the village.”6  

   

Arthur Thorsen received a building permit on March 24, 1942, to “alter and add” to his house at 

760 Cherry Street. The alterations were unspecified but may have involved the conversion of the 

 
2  Ancestry.com. U.S., World War I Draft Cards for Young Men; Ancestry.com. Cook County, Illinois, 

Marriage Index, 1871-1920; “Dr. Everett Fonda Weds Chicago Young Lady,” The North Platte Semi-Weekly 

Tribune (North Platte, Nebraska) (4 January 1918); U.S. Census for 1920.  
3  Village of Winnetka Building Permits; U.S. Census for 1930; Cook County Tract Book 249B, pp. 150-154.  
4  “Dr. J.E. Fonda to Head Dentist Group for Ensuing Year,” Winnetka Talk (14 April 1943); U.S. Census for 

1940 and 1950; Ancestry.com. U.S., World War II Draft Cards for Young Men; “Fonda,” Chicago Tribune (20 

November 1949); “Fonda,” Fort Lauderdale News (Fort Lauderdale, Florida) (21 March 1972).  
5  U.S. Census for 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930, 1940; Ancestry.com. U.S., School Yearbooks, 1900-2016; Cook 

County Tract Book 249B, pp. 150-154; Ancestry.com. U.S., World War II Draft Cards for Young Men. 
6  Village Manager, Winnetka, to Arthur V. Thorsen, January 21, 1942.  
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Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the James E. and Kathryn Fonda House, 760 Cherry Street, Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 

Submitted January 8, 2025     4 

house to a two-flat, including the reconfiguration of the upper floor plan to accommodate an 

apartment with a kitchen. Arthur and Leora Thorsen occupied the upper floor apartment of their 

house at 760 Cherry Street in 1950, according to the U.S. Census for 1950. The first-floor 

apartment was occupied in that year by James R. and Harriette Starr—who purchased the house 

from the Thorsens in 1952—as well as by James Starr’s mother, Florence, and a nurse.  

 

Arthur Thorsen was a dentist and maintained an office at 526 Green Bay Road in Winnetka. He 

initially worked independently and later established a partnership under the firm name of 

Thorsen & Newell, which lasted from the 1940s until his retirement in the mid-1950s. In June 

1953, Arthur received a plaque by the “N” Men’s Club of Northwestern University at its annual 

meeting. The Thorsens later moved to Winter Park, Florida, where Leora Thorsen died in 1968 at 

the age of 73.  Arthur Thorsen subsequently returned to Winnetka, where he died in 1975 at the 

age of 85.7 

 

James Ralph Starr and Harriette W. Starr 

 

James R. Starr (1892-1960) and his wife, Harriette (Walters) Starr (1898-1993), purchased the 

house at 760 Cherry Street in 1952. James R. Starr was born on March 20, 1892, the son of 

Arthur Parley Starr and Florence Starr. Arthur Starr was president of the Chicago State Bank for 

many years and later served as a real estate agent in Chicago. James Starr lived with his parents, 

two siblings, and a servant in Racine, Wisconsin, in 1900. The family moved to Chicago by 1910 

and lived in a house at 6059 Kenwood Avenue in the city’s Hyde Park community.8 

 

James Starr married Harriette Walters on November 4, 1919, in Evanson, where Harriette lived 

with her parents. Her father, Frank Walters, served as general manager for the Northwestern 

Railroad in Omaha until relocating to Chicago in 1918 to serve as a vice president for that 

company.9  

 

James and Harriette Starr lived at 718 Sherman Avenue in Evanston in 1920. The couple had two 

children: Ralph (b. 1922) and Dorothy (b. 1924). The Starr family relocated to a house at 320 

Raleigh Road in Kenilworth by 1930, where they resided with a live-in servant. Ralph Starr 

attended Duke University prior to serving in a U.S. Navy during World War II and married in 

1946. Dorothy Starr attended DePauw University, worked with the U.S. Navy at the Glenview 

air base during World War II, and married in 1947.10  

 

In 1950, with both of their children married, James and Harriette Starr relocated from Kenilworth 

to the house at 760 Cherry Street in Winnetka, where they resided in the first-floor rental 

 
7  Village of Winnetka phone directories for varying years; Ancestry.com. U.S., World War II Draft Cards for 

Young Men; “Dr. Thorsen Honored by ‘N’ Men,” Winnetka Talk (11 June 1953); “Mrs. Leora Thorsen,” The 

Orlando Sentinel (Orlando, Florida) (24 March 1968); “Thorsen,” Chicago Tribune (29 October 1975).  
8  U.S. Census for 1900 and 1910; “Mrs. Starr of Tama is Dead at 101,” The Courier (Waterloo, Iowa) (5 

November 1962).  
9  Ancestry.com. Cook County, Illinois, Marriage Index, 1871-1920; “Frank Walters, Former Railway 

Official, Is Dead,” Chicago Tribune (27 February 1941).  
10 U.S. Census for 1920, 1930, and 1940; Chicago Tribune (16 March 1946); Chicago Tribune (4 September 

1946); Chicago Tribune (19 June 1947).  
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apartment with James’ 89-year-old mother and a 66-year-old nurse. Arthur and Leora Thorsen, 

the property owners, lived in the upstairs apartment. The Starrs purchased the house at 760 

Cherry Street house in 1952, and it appears that the couple continued to reside on the first floor; 

an individual named F.A. Gerould also resided at this address in 1954, according to the Winnetka 

phone directory from that year.11  

 

James Starr was a real estate and insurance broker with extensive interests in Nebraska. He 

maintained an office at 1 North LaSalle Street in Chicago until his retirement in 1955. James 

Starr died suddenly of a heart attack in 1960 at the age of 69.  His obituary in the Harlan County 

Journal of Alma, Nebraska, stated that “Mr. Starr was widely known in Alma [Nebraska] and 

this community, having spent considerable time here looking after real estate interests in the 

county.”  Harriett Starr was vice president of Quinlan & Tyson, Inc., real estate firm, and 

manager of its Winnetka Office in 1960. She remained in the house at 760 Cherry Street until 

1987 and later moved to Evanston, where she died in 1993 at the age of 95.12  

 

Alister and Barbara Jean MacDonald 

 

The house at 760 Cherry Street continued to serve as a two-flat during the ownership of Alister 

MacDonald (1927-2023) and his wife, Barbara Jean MacDonald (1934-2023), who purchased it 

1987, presumably as an investment property. The MacDonalds were married in February 1960s, 

and they raised their three sons in Chicago, and later, Wilmette, where they lived in a house as 

1235 Ashland Avenue. Correspondence between the Village of Winnetka and Mr. MacDonald 

from the late 1980s and early 1990s indicates that a basement apartment existed in the house at 

760 Cherry Street during that period, which Village officials required to be vacated.13  

 

 

 

  

 
11  U.S. Census for 1950; Cook County Tract Book 249B, pp. 150-154; Village of Winnetka phone directory, 

1954.  
12  “James Ralph Starr Died Suddenly,” Harlan County Journal (Alma, Nebraska) (29 December 1960); 

“Starr,” Chicago Tribune (5 September 1993).  
13            Alister MacDonald obituary in: https://www.donnellanfuneral.com/obituaries/Alister-

MacDonald?obId=27054178; Barbara Jean MacDonald, Chicago Tribune (15 January 2017). Letters from the 

Village Manager of Winnetka to Alister MacDonald dated August 9, 1988, September 16, 1992, and December 17, 

1992, on file at the Winnetka Village Hall, in the building file for 760 Cherry Street.  
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Narrative Description of the Fonda House 

 

 

P.I.N.:  05-20-223-002-0000 

 

Legal Description for 760 Cherry Street:  The East 62 ½ feet of the North 120 feet (exclusive of 

streets) of the Northwest Quarter of Block 51 in C.E. Peck’s Subdivision of the Northeast 

Quarter of Section 20 and the North Half of Section 21, Township 42 North, Range 13, East of 

the Third Principal Meridian, in Cook County, Illinois.  

 

Construction Date:  1921-22 

 

Copies of the two building permits identified below are attached to the end of this report. 

 

Permit Date Owner Action Architect 

12-13-21 J.E. Fonda Build a one-story and basement frame 

residence and garage 

H. Bowen 

3-24-1942 Dr. & Mrs. A.V. 

Thorsen 

Alter and add to a 1 ½ story and 

basement solid brick single family 

dwelling at a cost of $1,500 

R.K. Rasmussen 

 

 

House Description:    

The Fonda House is located on a rectangular parcel on the south side of Cherry Street that 

measures 120 feet north-south and 62.5 feet east-west. The north-facing residence is set back 

about 13 feet from the sidewalk and approached via a concrete walkway. A concrete driveway 

accessed from Cherry Street leads to a two-car garage at the southeast corner of the property. 

The garage mimics the appearance of the house. Its walls are sheathed in brownish/orange face 

brick as well as stucco detailed with vertical wood banding (loft area) and has multi-paned wood 

casement windows arranged in pairs; a metal overhead door on its north façade; and a jerkinhead 

roof with overhanging eaves covered with clay barrel tiles. The property has a grassy front lawn, 

a small rear yard with the remnant of a patio once covered with pavers, and a flagstone path 

along the west side of the house.  

 

The 1 ½ story brick Arts and Crafts style brick bungalow, built in 1921-22 and designed by 

Howard Bowen, has a rectangular footprint, and its brownish/orange brick walls are laid in a 

running bond. The upper level of the front and rear facades, and the east and west wall dormers, 

are sheathed in stucco detailed with vertical wood banding. The main body of the house and its 

wall dormers have jerkinhead roofs covered with clay barrel tiles and feature wide eave 

overhangs. The front living room bay and the projecting two-story rear wing have flat roofs. 

Fenestration is comprised of wood-frame, six-over-one windows unless otherwise noted. 

Windows are arranged alone, in pairs, or in groups of three. Basement fenestration is comprised 

of awning windows, each of which is divided into three panes by wood muntins.  
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The north (front) façade has a flat-roof, projecting living room bay with a group of three 

windows across the front that are partially obscured by tall hedges and a pair of windows on each  

side, and a wide, unadorned wood frieze band. This projecting bay is flanked by a single tall 

window on the east and the front entrance on the west. The entrance features a round-arch wood 

paneled door with a round-arch leaded glass window in the upper portion, has a simple Classical 

wood surround, and is accessed by a flight of concrete stairs. The upper portion of the north 

façade has a group of three windows. 

 

The east façade has four basement windows and an exterior brick chimney with two clay 

chimney pots at its north end. First floor fenestration on the east façade consists of three 

windows that illuminate the dining room as well as a single one-over-one window and a pair of 

one-over-one windows that illuminate the kitchen. Two wall dormers are on the east facade, one 

with a pair of windows and the other with a group of three windows.  

 

The south (rear) façade has a flat-roof, two-story wing with one room on each floor that likely 

originally served as first and second floor sun porches but were later used as bedrooms. The first 

floor of this wing has a group of three windows on each side, while its second floor has a pair of 

windows on each side. The south façade also has a wood paneled door, a pair of one-over-one 

windows on the first floor that illuminate the pantry, and a single window on the second floor.  

 

The west façade has four basement windows; a pair of windows, three single windows, and a 

round-arch window with diamond-pane leaded glass on the first floor; and a wall dormer with 

three windows, one of which is one-over-one.  

 

The first-floor plan includes an entrance vestibule with front staircase; a living room with bay; a 

dining room; kitchen with alcove that formerly served as a pantry; two west bedrooms, one of 

which opens onto the sunporch; a full bathroom with both a bathtub and shower; a toilet room set 

within a former closet; and a rear stairwell at the southeast corner of the house that extends from 

the basement to the upper level.  

 

The upper-level plan was reconfigured in the 1940s to serve as a separate apartment. It currently 

consists of a large front living room that opens onto a hallway providing access to an east and 

west bedroom and a full (west) bathroom. The rear kitchen opens onto an east room that served 

as a dining room, and it also provides access to the rear stairwell and a rear sleeping room 

directly above the sunporch. The rear stairwell and the rear sleeping room were likely added 

during the conversion of the upper level to an apartment.   

 

Walls are finished in plaster, except for the two full bathrooms, where the walls are partially 

covered with ceramic tiles. Wallpaper is used in the front entrance vestibule and stairwell, one of 

the first-floor bedrooms, and the second-floor hallway. Ceilings are finished in plaster. The 

house features wood flooring throughout, except for the two full bathrooms, where the flooring is 

covered with ceramic tiles. Most rooms throughout the house have simple, unadorned wood 

baseboard molding, as well as equally simple wood door and window casings. Nearly all of the 

original wood-paneled interior doors have been removed, although one example exists in the 

second-floor kitchen.  
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The east wall of the living room has a plain stone fireplace flanked by low, built-in wood 

bookshelves. The dining room has paneled wood wainscoting. The north wall of the kitchen has 

original built-in drawers; the space above originally had built-in shelves, which have been 

removed. The sink and all cabinets, counters, and appliances in the kitchen are non-original. The 

south wall of the upper floor living room retains the outer sides of built-in bookshelves, although 

the actual shelves have been removed. The house has radiators and is heated by steam.  

The unfinished basement has several rooms, all with cement flooring.  

 

Integrity 

The exterior of the house has very good architectural integrity, retaining its original brick 

cladding, roofline with clay barrel tiles, wall dormers faced with stucco and vertical wood 

banding, paneled wood front door with leaded glass window, and six-over-one wood windows. 

The only visible exterior changes are the replacement of four original six-over-one windows with 

one-over-one windows in the kitchen and the upper floor bathroom, and the likely addition of the 

rear wing’s second floor sleeping room in the 1940s. The upper floor plan was altered for use as 

an apartment in the 1940s, which included the installation of a kitchen. Nearly all interior doors 

have been removed and all cabinetry/counters in the first-floor kitchen are non-original. The two 

full bathrooms have been updated and a non-original toilet room installed on the first floor.  

 

Architect Howard Bowen 

 

The Fonda House at 760 Cherry Street was designed by Howard Bowen 

(1871-1929), a Wilmette-based residential architect. Bowen was born on 

August 15, 1871, in Bloomington, Illinois, the son of David and Grace 

Bowen of East Walnut Street. He attended Bloomington schools and 

Illinois Wesleyan University and may have apprenticed in an architectural 

office in Chicago in the early 1890s. A notice in The Pantagraph 

(Bloomington) from 1892 noted that Howard Bowen then worked “in the 

office of a prominent architect in Chicago.” A notice in the same 

newspaper from 1894 noted that Bown was “studying architecture in 

Chicago.” In 1898, Bowen received a prize of $100 from the Luxfer 

Prism Company of Chicago as part of a competition for the best plan of 

constructing and lighting a building. Frank Lloyd Wright and Daniel 

Burnham were among the judges of the competition, which also awarded 

prizes to 13 other recipients.14  

 

The U.S. Census for 1900 indicates that Howard Bowen then lived in Chicago and worked as an 

architect. He established an independent architectural practice in the city in the early 1900s, 

maintaining an office in the Chicago Stock Exchange Building at 30 North LaSalle Street from at 

least 1907 until 1921, when he relocated his offices to 549 W. Washington street in Chicago.  

Bowen married Grace Newland in 1901 in Wilmette. She was 27 and he was 30. The couple had 

 
14  Ancestry.com. U.S., Find a Grave Index; “Howard Bowen, Former Resident of City, Dies, The Pantagraph 

(13 December 1929); The Pantagraph (22 August 1892); The Pantagraph (23 April 1894); “Won a Prize,” The 

Pantagraph (20 August 1898).  
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one child—a son named Harvey (b. 1903)—and lived in a house at 1215 Elmwood Avenue in 

Wilmette throughout their marriage.15 

 

A review of building permits in Newpapers.com database the American Contractor’s Chicago 

Building Permit Column database shows that Howard Bowen designed number of buildings in 

Chicago in the early 1900s, most of which were multi-family buildings. Representative examples 

of his work in Chicago during this period include two-flats at 6227 S. Bishop Street and 3434 S. 

Paulina Street, a six-flat at 725 50th Street, and a three-flat at 6757 S. Loomis Street.16  

 

Howard Bowen’s designs in Wilmette include the Gothic Revival style Wilmette Baptist Church 

at 1020 Forest Avenue (1919; now Wilmette Community Church); a one-story commercial 

building at 740-742 12th Street, sheathed in yellow glazed brick with a barrel vaulted roof 

(1926); the three-story Wolf Hardware Building at 1119-1121 Central Avenue, sheathed in brick 

laid in a herringbone pattern (1928); and an American Foursquare type house at 1015 Central 

Avenue (1919). Bowen also designed four early houses in Wilmette’s Indian Hill Estates 

subdivision: 930 Seneca, 1140 Seneca, 1148 Seneca, and 2815 Blackhawk. The three Seneca 

houses were constructed in conjunction with builder George Gonsalves.17  

 

Howard Bowen’s architectural work is locally significant in Winnetka, where he designed at 

least 35 buildings during the 1920s—most of which were single-family houses—according to 

data compiled by the Winnetka Historical Society’s partial architectural of the Village, which 

was completed in 2010. It is likely that Bowen designed many additional houses in Winnetka, 

since the survey only documented about sixty percent of the Village.  

 

A table listing 29 extant buildings designed by Howard Bowen in Winnetka is included at the 

end of this report, as are photographs of some of his residential works in the Village. (See 

Attachments E and F.)  They include 26 single-family houses, one commercial building, one 

mixed-use building, and one apartment building. The Bowen-designed house at 1153 Asbury 

Avenue (1928)—a 1 ½ story Tudor Revival style edifice that is sheathed in stone—is a Winnetka 

local landmark. Bowen also designed another six houses at the following addresses that were 

razed post-2010: 1018 Ash (1921); 983 Cherry (1923); 117 Church (1924); 960 Private (1922); 

937 Spruce (1924); and 511 Willow (1920). He also designed a commercial building at 586 

Lincoln (1921) that was razed post-2010.  

 

Howard Bowen’s extant residential work in Winnetka typically features medium-sized houses 

that are two stories in height, clad in brick, and designed in restrained versions of the Colonial 

Revival or Tudor Revival styles. His Colonial Revival style houses have side-gable or hipped 

roofs, symmetrical facades, double-hung windows, and sometimes include modest Classical 

detailing. Tudor Revival style houses designed by Bowen typically have an asymmetrical 

 
15  U.S. Census for 1900, 1910, 1920; American Architect (7 December 1921); Ancestry.com. Cook County, 

Illinois, Marriage Index, 1871-1920. 
16  Index to the American Contractor’s Chicago Building Permit Column, 1898-1912:  

http://chsmedia.org/househistory/1898-1912permits/architect_response.asp. 
17           Chicago Tribune (22 June 1919); Wilmette Historical Museum, “Historic Downtown Wilmette Walking 

Tour,” brochure not dated; The Economist (25 January 1919) 179; Connie Casey, “A Guide to Historic Indian Hill 

Estates, Wilmette, Illinois,” Wilmette Historical Museum, 2006.  
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appearance, grouped windows that may be casements, and steeply pitched wall gables that are 

often sheathed in stucco and detailed with wood half-timbering.  

 

Howard Bowen’s most visually prominent residential work in Winnetka is “The Chimneys” 

condominium complex (originally apartments) at 150-162 Green Bay Road, a sprawling, Tudor 

Revival style edifice featuring brick detailed with ornamental stone; stucco with half-timbering; 

an array of gables and bays; and a dozen chimneys. Each entryway off the private landscaped 

courtyard is different, suggesting a series of individual buildings. Shops and a restaurant named 

“The Chimneys Tavern” were originally on the first floor. The shops were converted to 

apartments during the Great Depression of the 1930s.18   

 

Howard Bowen died of a heart attack in December 1929 in his home in Wilmette at the age of 

58. He served Wilmette as building commissioner from May 1927 to the time of his death and 

his funeral was attended by Wilmette village officials. An obituary in Wilmette Life referred to 

Bowen as a “prominent north shore architect” and noted that, “The greater part of [Bowen’s] 

architectural work has been done on north shore homes during the past twenty-five years.”19 

 

Landmark Status of the Property 

 

The Fonda House is not a locally designated landmark or in a locally designated historic district. 

It is not listed individually on the National Register of Historic Places or in a National Register 

Historic District.  It is not listed in the Illinois Historic Structures Survey conducted in the early 

1970s.  

 

Evaluation of Historic Significance 

 

The Fonda House does not possess historic significance at a local, statewide, or national level. 

The historic (pre-1972) owners of this house were researched through a variety of sources, 

including the Chicago History Museum’s online catalog; the Newspapers.com database; the book 

titled, Who’s Who in Chicago and Vicinity for varying years; and the Winnetka Historical 

Society’s files. None of the owners were found to merit individual distinction. No information 

was found relating the house to an historic event.   

 

Evaluation of Architectural Significance 

 

The Fonda House possesses local architectural significance as a work by Howard Bowen, a 

residential architect who played an important role in Winnetka and on the North Shore. Bowen 

designed at least 35 buildings in Winnetka during the 1920s, 29 of which are extant. Bowen’s 

extant residential work in Winnetka typically features medium-sized houses that are two stories 

in height, clad in brick, and designed in restrained versions of the Colonial Revival or Tudor 

Revival styles. His most prominent building in the Village is “The Chimneys,” a Tudor Revival 

style condominium complex (originally apartments) at 150-162 Green Bay Road (1928).  

 
18  Cindy Fuller, “House of the Season: Courtyard Charm at The Chimneys,” Gazette (Fall 1994).  
19  “Howard Bowen Dies; Prominent Architect and Building Expert,” Winnetka Talk (21 December 1929); 

“Howard Bowen dies; prominent architect and building expert,” Wilmette Life (20 December 1929).  
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The Fonda House at 760 Cherry Street in Winnetka is distinctive among Bowen’s repertoire of 

single-family houses designed in the Colonial Revival and Tudor Revival styles as it constitutes 

an Arts and Crafts style bungalow. The 1 ½ story house is sheathed in face brick and has a 

projecting, rectangular living room bay, as is typical of “Chicago” bungalows, a form popular in 

the 1920s. Arts and Crafts style elements exhibited on the Fonda House include the unusual 

jerkinhead rooflines with overhanging eaves on the main body of the house and the wall 

dormers, and the use stucco cladding with vertical wood banding. Other stylistic influences 

include the English Tudor (exterior brick chimney with clay chimney pots and two diamond-

paned leaded glass windows) and Classical Revival (front door surround). Unlike more modest 

bungalows where rooflines are typically covered with asphalt shingles, the Fonda House 

rooflines feature more expensive and visually distinctive barrel vault clay tiles. 

 

Evaluation of Neighborhood Impact  

 

The Fonda House at 760 Cherry Street is part of an ensemble of buildings erected during 

different eras and displaying a variety of styles and types, including a church, two multi-family 

buildings, and 14 single-family houses. One of these buildings was constructed in the 1890s; 

eight in the 1920s; one in the 1930s; two in the 1940s; three in the 1950s; and three were built 

post-2000, replacing earlier houses on their parcels.  

 

Grace Presbyterian Church at 440 Ridge Road (the southwest corner of Cherry Street and Ridge 

Road) is adjacent to the Fonda House’s eastern lot line and faces east toward Ridge Road. This 

Colonial Revival style edifice with brick walls and a steeple was designed by Solon S. Beman Jr. 

and built in 1933 as the First Church of Christ Scientist. A Colonial Revival style two-story 

apartment building at 745-751 Ridge Road (northwest corner of Cherry Street and Ridge Road) 

was built in 1951 and has brick walls, a side-gable roof, multi-paned windows with shutters, 

second-floor balconies, a rectangular footprint, and a rear garage with brick walls that is accessed 

from Cherry Street. The second multi-family building is at 761 Cherry Street, directly across 

from the Fonda House. This wood-frame building with saltbox roof was built in the 1890s as a 

single-family house and later received a large, two-story rear addition, creating a L-shaped 

footprint.   

 

The 14 single-family houses in the vicinity of the Fonda House include five examples of the 

Colonial Revival style built from the 1920s through the 1950s, one Split-Level House from 1959, 

one modest “Chicago” bungalow (1921), and one Craftsman bungalow (1921). Two of the 

houses can be considered vernacular as they do not embody obvious features of any historical 

style. The three houses built post-2000 include one Neo-Colonial Revival style design and two 

houses of eclectic design that include elements of different architectural styles.  

 

The six buildings on Cherry Street between Ridge Road and Linden Street—church, two multi-

family buildings, and three houses—do not relate to one another and the distances between them 

vary greatly. However, the block of Cherry Street between Linden and Chestnut Street has a 

more consistent appearance: buildings are all single-family houses with uniform setbacks, side 

driveways, and are generally oriented to Cherry Street, except for three on the corners that face 

either Linden Street (455 Linden) or Chestnut Street (443 and 455 Chestnut). 
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Houses in the vicinity of the Fonda House are generally small to medium in size and range from 

one to two stories in height.  They are clad in either stucco, brick, wood clapboard, or aluminum 

siding. Three houses, like the Fonda House, have different cladding materials on the first and 

second floors. Rooflines are gable or hipped, and some houses include dormers. The Fonda 

House is the only one with a jerkinhead roof and a roof covering of barrel clay tiles. The two 

multi-family buildings and the church are situated on oversized parcels and the latter features a 

large paved parking lot to the south that is accessed from Ridge Road.  

 

Demolition of the Fonda House at 760 Cherry Street could have an adverse impact if what 

replaces it ignores the overall character of the surrounding neighborhood, which mainly features 

houses that are generally modest in scale, unpretentious in appearance, and are lacking in 

ostentation.  

 

Person Responsible for Performing the Study 

 

Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., has worked as an independent architectural historian since 1998, 

documenting hundreds of buildings through local and national landmark nominations, 

architectural survey work, and Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) projects. She has 

also developed over a dozen HAIS reports for houses in Winnetka. Clients include architectural 

firms, non-profit organizations, development firms, and municipalities, including the City of 

Chicago. She is the co-author of a book titled, Benjamin H. Marshall, Chicago Architect 

(Acanthus Press, 2016), and a contributor to the book titled, Art Deco Chicago (Yale University 

Press, 2011).  
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Winnetka, Illinois, Phone Directories, varying years.   

Winnetka, Illinois, Building Permits.  

“Won a Prize,” The Pantagraph, 20 August 1898.  

  

Page 22 of 83



 

Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the James E. and Kathryn Fonda House, 760 Cherry Street, Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 

Submitted January 8, 2025     15 

List of Attachments 

 

 

 

Attachment A:  Exterior photographs, December 2024 

 

  

Attachment B:  Interior photographs, December 2024 

 

 

Attachment C: Neighborhood Character Table 

 

 

Attachment D:  Photographs of buildings near the Fonda House at 760 Cherry Street 

 

 

Attachment E:  Table listing extant buildings designed by Howard Bowen in Winnetka 

 

 

Attachment F:  Photographs of representative buildings designed by Howard Bowen in 

   Winnetka 

 

 

Supplementary Materials 

 

  

Page 23 of 83



 

Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the James E. and Kathryn Fonda House, 760 Cherry Street, Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 

Submitted January 8, 2025     16 

Attachment A 

 

 

 
Front and west facades, view southeast.  

 

 
Front façade, view south.  
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Front entrance.  

 

 

 
Front and east facades, view southwest.  
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East façade, view southwest.  

 

 

 
East and rear facades, view northwest. 
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West and rear facades, view northeast. 

  

 

 
West façade, view northeast. 
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West façade, view southeast. 

 

 
West façade detail. 

 

     
         West façade of garage, view east.   East façade of garage, view northwest.  
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Front vestibule and stairway. 

 

 
View toward Living Room Bay.  
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Living Room, view east toward fireplace. 

 

 
Dining Room, view northeast toward Living Room. 
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                Dining Room, view south.                     Kitchen, view south.  

 

     
                 Kitchen, view northwest.                         Rear stairway.  

 

 
Kitchen, view northeast. 
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Bedroom 1, first floor, view south. 

 

     
      Bedroom 1, first floor, view northwest.     Sunporch, first floor, view southwest.  

 

 
Bedroom 2, first floor, view west. 
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First floor bathroom with bathtub (left) and shower (right). 

 

 

            
Entrance to toilet room (left) and bathroom (right).              Toilet room on first floor.  

 

 

                               
                  Front staircase.           Front staircase, looking down from second floor.   
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Second floor Living Room, view north. 

 

 
Second floor Living Room, view southeast. 
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Bedroom 3, second floor, view west. 

 

 

 
Bedroom 4, second floor, view southeast. 
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Bathroom, second floor, view west. 

 

 

 
Dining Room, second floor, view east. 
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Second floor Kitchen, view southwest.         Second floor Kitchen, view south toward  

                                                                          Bedroom 5.  

 

 

     
                         Rear stairway.    Bedroom 5, second floor, view southwest.  

 

 

    
            Second floor Kitchen, view north.        Second floor hallway, view north.  
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Basement, view southeast toward stairway. 

 

    
Views of the basement. 

 

 
Basement. 
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 Neighborhood Character Table* 

 

Address Style Date Architect  

Name 

No. of 

stories 

cladding 

440 Ridge 

Grace Presbyterian 

Church 

Colonial 

Revival 

1933 Solon S. Beman 

 

1 brick 

745-51 Cherry 

(multi-family) 

Colonial 

Revival 

1951 James C. Schnur 2 brick 

760 Cherry 

 

Arts & Crafts 

Bungalow 

1921-22 Howard Bowen 1 ½  brick & stucco 

w/wood banding 

761 Cherry 

(multi-family) 

Colonial 

Revival 

1890s Unknown 2 Wood siding 

770 Cherry 

 

Split-Level 1959 Yost & Taylor 1 and 2 brick (1st fl) 

vinyl (2nd fl) 

435 Linden 

 

Colonial 

Revival 

1949 William Jones 

Smith 

1 brick 

436 Linden Eclectic 2008 Unknown  2 stone & wood 

shingles 

455 Linden Vernacular 1920s Unknown 2 stucco 

458 Linden 

 

Colonial 

Revival 

1922 A.G. Hennings 2 stucco 

788 Cherry 

 

Colonial 

Revival 

1952 R.L. Norman 2 brick (1st fl) 

wood (2nd fl & 

gable ends) 

789 Cherry 

 

Colonial 

Revival 

1940 Ivan Peterson 2 brick  

797 Cherry Chicago 

Bungalow 

1921 William Boll 1 brick 

798 Cherry 

 

Neo-Colonial 

Revival 

2016 Unknown 2 vinyl siding 

803 Cherry Vernacular 1921 Howard Bowen 2 stucco 

807 Cherry 

 

Prairie 1921 Howard Bowen 2 stucco (1st fl) & 

wood shingles (2nd 

fl) 

811 Cherry Craftsman 

Bungalow 

1921 Howard Bowen  1 stucco 

443 Chestnut Eclectic 2006 Unknown 2 wood siding 

455 Chestnut Colonial 

Revival 

1926 Unknown 2 stucco 

 

* Construction dates obtained from a review of building permits, Sanborn Fire Insurance Map for 

Winnetka (1938; revised 1951), and the Cook County Assessor website.  
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Photographs of buildings near the Fonda House at 760 Cherry Street 

 

 

     
Grace Presbyterian Church at 440 Ridge Ave.          745-749 Cherry Street (1951) 

(1933) 

 

     
                 761 Cherry St. (c. 1920s)    770 Cherry St. (1959) 

 

    
                     435 Linden St. (1949)   436 Linden St. (2008) 
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Photographs of buildings near the Fonda House at 760 Cherry Street 

 

    
                      455 Linden St. (1920s)                            458 Linden St. (1922) 

 

 

     
                      788 Cherry St. (1952)                              789 Cherry St. (1940) 

 

 

     
                      797 Cherry St. (1921)                             798 Cherry St. (2016) 
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Photographs of buildings near the Fonda House at 760 Cherry Street 

 

 

     
                      803 Cherry St. (1921)                             807 Cherry St. (1921) 

 

 

    
                      811 Cherry St. (1921)               443 Chestnut St. (2006) 

 

 

 
455 Chestnut St. (1926) 
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Table listing extant buildings designed by Howard Bowen in Winnetka 

 

Address Year Building Type Style No. of 

stories 

1153 Asbury Ave. 1928 Single-family house – 

Local landmark 

Tudor Revival 1 ½ 

566 Ash St. 1922 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 ½ 

1014 Ash St. 1925 Single-family house Vernacular (gable-

front) 

2 

1225 Ash Street 1928 Single-family house Tudor Revival 2 

760 Cherry Street 1921 Single-family house Arts & Crafts style 

Bungalow 

 

803 Cherry Street 1921 Single-family house Vernacular 2 

807 Cherry Street 1921 Single-family house Prairie 2 

811 Cherry Street 1921 Single-family house Craftsman 1 

917 Cherry Street 1921 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 

1129 Cherry Street 1926 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 

1146 Cherry Street 1927 Single-family house Arts and Crafts 2 

1249 Cherry Street 1928 Single-family house Tudor Revival 1 ½ 

135 Church Road 1927 Single-family house Tudor Revival 2 ½ 

155 Church Road 1927 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 

905 Eldorado Street 1921 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 

814 Elm Street 1924 Mixed-Use Craftsman 3 

150-162 Green Bay 

Road/545-563 Hill 

Terrace 

1928 “The Chimneys” 

Apartment Building 

Tudor Revival 3 

81 High Street 1927 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 

586 Lincoln Avenue 1921 Commercial Colonial Revival 2 

772 Lincoln Avenue 1924 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 ½  

514 Meadow Road 1929 Single-family house Tudor Revival  2 

355 Myrtle Street 1929 Single-family house Tudor Revival  2 

1100 Pine Street 1923 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 

1110 Pine Street 1923 Single-family house Colonial Revival  2 

422 Rosewood Av. 1923 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 ½  

611 Rosewood Av. 1921 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 

560 Sheridan Road 1923 Single-family house Tudor Revival 2 

995 Spruce Street 1922 Single-family house Chicago Bungalow 1 ½  

896 Tower 1925 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 
 

Source: Winnetka Historical Society, Partial Architectural Survey of the Village of Winnetka, 2010.   
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Representative houses designed by Howard Bowen in Winnetka 

 

 
“The Chimneys” Apartment Building, 150-162 Green Bay Road 

 

        
                  1129 Cherry Street (1926)               1146 Cherry Street (1927) 

 

             
                    1249 Cherry Street (1928)                                155 Church Road (1927) 
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Representative houses designed by Howard Bowen in Winnetka 

 

                
                  81 High Street (1927)    772 Lincoln Ave. (1924) 

 

 

               
              514 Meadow Road (1929)    355 Myrtle Street (1929) 

 

 

 
1110 Pine Street (1923)  
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Undated photographs of the house at 760 Cherry Street.  
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Disclaimer: The GIS Consortium and MGP Inc. are not liable for any use, misuse, modification or disclosure of any map provided under applicable law.  This map is for general information purposes only. Although the

information is believed to be generally accurate, errors may exist and the user should independently confirm for accuracy. The map does not constitute a regulatory determination and is not a base for engineering

design. A Registered Land Surveyor should be consulted to determine precise location boundaries on the ground.

ATTACHMENT C
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: JUNE 10, 2024 

SUBJECT: CASE NO. 24-12-LPC: 760 CHERRY STREET 

INTRODUCTION 

On July 1st, 2024, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish the 
residence at 760 Cherry Street. Please return any available information regarding the architectural and 
historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the day on Wednesday, June 26, 2024. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at cmarx@winnetka.org or (847) 716-3587.      

PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

12-13-1921 Build a one-story frame residence 
and garage 

J.E. Fonda H. Barka (sic)

3-24-2024 Alter and add to one-and-a-half 
solid brick single-family dwelling 

Dr. and Mrs. A.V. Thorsen R.K.Rasmussen 

ATTACHMENT D
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760 Cherry – May 2024 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH 

COVERSHEET 

Address: 760 Cherry 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1921 

Construction type: Brick and frame 

Style: Bungalow  

OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 

OWNER/RESIDENT 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Dr. J. E. Fonda 1921 Building permit 

application, Winnetka 

Talk article 

Dr. and Mrs. Arthur V. 

Thorsen 

1942 – 1952 Building permit 

application, Winnetka 

Architectural Survey, 

Winnetka Talk article 

and obit 

J. R. and Harriette W. Starr, 

Harriette W. Starr Land 

Trust  

1952 – 1979 Winnetka Architectural 

Survey, Cook County 

Recorder records, 1954 

directory  

First National Bank 

Winnetka  

1979 – 1987 Cook County Recorder 

records 

Meg Pickard 1987 Cook County Recorder 

records 

First IL Bank Wilmette 1987 – 1991 Cook County Recorder 

records 

Alister and Barbara 

Macdonald 

1991 – 2023 Cook County Recorder 

records, Donnellan 

Funeral Home obit 

ARCHITECTS:  

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND 

DESCRIPTION OF 

PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Howard Bowen 1921 – frame residence and 

garage 

Winnetka Talk obituary, 

working list of Bowen 

designs in Winnetka 

ATTACHMENT E
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R. K. Rasmussen 1942 – alter and add to one 

and a half solid brick single-

family dwelling  

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Cook County Assessor records, Cook County 

Recorder records, historic phone books, WHS property files, WHS digital files, Ancestry.com, 

Chicago Tribune 

Findings: 

Our research indicates that this property maintains local historical and architectural significance 

as a Bungalow designed by prolific North Shore architect Howard Bowen. While he died young, 

Bowen designed an impressive number of homes and buildings across the North Shore. In 

Winnetka alone, he was involved in the design and/or renovation of at least 28 structures. Two of 

his local designs are particularly notable – the Chimneys at 150-160 Green Bay and the Joseph 

C. Long house at 1153 Asbury, a Local Landmark. Bowen’s designs in Winnetka represent an

array of architectural styles, including several Bungalows. Only a few of his Bungalow designs

remain today.

Date of Research: 6/13/2024 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society 
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1954 directory  

 

 

Cook County Recorder records  
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760 Cherry, 2011 
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Working List of Designs/Renovations by Howard Bowen (updated 2024) 

 

1. The Chimneys (150-160 Green Bay) 

2. 1153 Asbury (Local Landmark) 

3. 81 High 

4. 547-563 Hill Terrace  

5. 584 Lincoln 

6. 514 Meadow Lane 

7. 355 Myrtle 

8. 640 Hill 

9. 110 Pine 

10. 960 Private 

11. 422 Rosewood 

12. 611 Rosewood 

13. 1146 Cherry 

14. 1249 Cherry 

15. 135 Church 

16. 155 Church 

17. 937 Spruce 

18. 995 Spruce 

19. 896 Tower 

20. 511 Willow 

21. 942 Ash 

22. 803 Cherry 

23. 807 Cherry 

24. 811 Cherry 

25. 566 Ash 

26. 1014 Ash 

27. 1225 Ash 

28. 927 Ash 

 

Other notable designs: 

1. Wilmette Baptist Church  
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https://www.donnellanfuneral.com/obituaries/Alister-MacDonald?obId=27054178  

 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

Alister MacDonald 

Alister MacDonald Obituary 

On Monday, January 16, 2023, Alister MacDonald, a beloved husband, father, grandfather, and 

uncle to many, passed away in Northbrook, IL. He was 95 years old. Born in 1927 in Bellwood, 

IL, Alister was the youngest son of Alexander and Rebecca Reinholt MacDonald. He spent his 

childhood in Chicago, IL, North Dakota, and Washington, DC. At age 18, Alister enlisted in the 

U.S. Navy, serving in the Pacific Theater of Operations in the final months of World War II. 

Upon his return, he attended the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis-St. Paul, earning a 

bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering in 1953. 

 

He soon moved to Chicago, taking a job at Sunbeam Appliances. At night, he attended the 

University of Chicago Graduate School of Business, earning his MBA in 1957. He joined the 

Northminster (“Northies”) young adults group at the Fourth Presbyterian Church of Chicago, 

where he met Barbara Jean Thurlow. Alister and Barbara were married at “Fourth Church” in 

February of 1960, and together they raised their three sons in Chicago and later Wilmette, IL. In 

retirement, they moved to Winnetka, IL. They were married for 56 years, before Barbara’s 

passing in January of 2017. 

 

Alister loved literature (co-teaching the Great Books series with Barbara), architecture (he was 

an architecture docent, narrating many tours in the Chicago area), his Scottish heritage, curling, 

playing bridge, travelling, fixing just about anything, reading poetry aloud, and supporting his 

sons in their various interests – scouting, theater, debate, ice hockey, etc. In addition to various 

full-time jobs, Alister, a lifelong entrepreneur, founded AMacD Engineering and MacDonald 

Tax Service, which he ran out of his home for decades. 

 

He will be remembered for his terrific smile and his joyful bearing. He is preceded in death by 

his siblings Mary Alice, Roland (“Mac”), and Elinore, and his wife, Barbara. He is survived by 

his three sons, Alexander, John, and Dan, his daughter-in-law, Amanda, his granddaughter, Blair 

Matheson (“Mattie Blair”), and many nieces and nephews.  

 

A memorial service will be held on Saturday, February 18, 2023, at 2:00  p.m. at the First 

Presbyterian Church of Evanston, 1427 Chicago Avenue, Evanston, IL 60201. 
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Village of Winnetka 
DEMOLITION APPLICATION 

Page 3 of 4 

V I L L A G E O F W I N N E T K A, I L L I N O I S 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

DEMOLITION APPLICATION 

Permit No.___ __   _______________ 

Property Information 

Site Address:  _________________________________________________________________   _____ 

Parcel Identification Number(s) (PIN): ____________________________________________________________

Description of all structures to be demolished: _____________________________________________________ 

Current Property Owner Information  Applicant Information 

Legal Name: __________________________________   Legal Name: _____________________________ 

_____________________________________________   ________________________________________ 

Primary Contact: _______________________________   Primary Contact: __________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________    Address: _________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ________________________________   City, State, Zip: ___________________________ 

Phone No. ____________________________________   Phone No.________________________________ 

Email:   Email:

Date owner acquired property: ____________________

Applicant’s relationship to current property owner:  ________________________________________________ 

(As previously noted, if contract purchaser, attach copy of executed purchase agreement) 

Demolition Contractor Information (If known, otherwise indicate “not known at this time”) 

Legal Name: ____________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________ 

City, State, ZIP: __________________________________ 

Phone No: ______________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________ 

760 Cherry Street, Winnetka, Illinois 60093

Grace Presbyterian Church of the North Shore Grace Presbyterian Church of the North Shore

Kendall Lettinga Kendall Lettinga

440 Ridge Avenue, Winnetka 440 Ridge Avenue, Winnetka

Winnetka, Illinois 60093 Winnetka, Illinois 60093

(630) 802-5987 (630) 802-5987

Applicant is the current property owner.

05-20-223-002-0000

June 27, 2023

Single family residential dwelling unit.

Not known at this time.

ATTACHMENT F
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pfa.work    |    1147 W Ohio St, #504, Chicago, IL 60642   |    (312) 961-1292  1 

 

 

 

2024-05-29 
 
Village of Winnetka 
Department of Community Development 
510 Green Bay Road 
Winnetka, IL 60093 
 
Re:  Village of Winnetka Design Standards 
 
The existing structures on the property of 760 Cherry St will be demolished in March of 2025.  The demolition will 
take approximately (2) weeks.  Demolition will not begin until the special use and subsequent building permit have 
been approved, so the schedule is subject to change pending duration of these reviews and approvals. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

Joe Buehler, AIA, LEED AP BD+C 

Page 82 of 83



HPC Monthly Communications Ideas – February 3, 2025

1. GFA bonus for restoring older homes 

2. Architects and contractors who specialize in restoring vintage homes

3. Winnetka Preservation Award recipients’ testimonials for preservation 

4. Solid Rock House, 82 Essex – materials reuse and architectural archiving

5. 1207 Whitebridge Hill Road – Landmark Nomination

6. Historic Home Preservation tools

7. Children’s architectural activities

8. Winnetka Historical Society architectural listing

9. Guest spot at farmer’s market for outreach

10. Addition to Crow Island School, a historically and architecturally significant property

11. Availability of information on homes at Winnetka Historical Society
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