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AGENDA 
 

1. Call to Order. 
 

2. Public Comment. 
 

3. Approval of March 4, 2019 meeting minutes. 
 

4. Case No. 19-04 - 1518 Edgewood Lane – Continued from the March 4, 2019 meeting:  Preliminary 
Review of the application for demolition of the single family residence at 1518 Edgewood Lane.  

 

5. Case No. 19-06 – 910 Oak Street:  Preliminary review of the application for demolition of the 
single family residence at 910 Oak Street. 

 

6. Case No. 19-07 – 670 Blackthorn Road:  Preliminary review of the application for demolition of the 
single family residence at 670 Blackthorn Road. 
 

7. Case No. 19-08 – 770 Bryant Avenue:  Preliminary review of the application for demolition of the 
single family residence at 770 Bryant Avenue. 
 

8. Case No. 19-01 – 519 Hoyt Lane:  Review of the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for the 
single family residence at 519 Hoyt Lane.  
 

9. Discussion of historic preservation incentives. 
 

10. Old Business. 
 

11. New Business. 
 

12. Adjournment. 
 

Note:  Public comment is permitted on all agenda items. 
 

NOTICE 
 

All agenda materials are available at villageofwinnetka.org  (Government > Boards & Commission > Agenda Packets). 
 

The Village of Winnetka, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, requests that all persons with disabilities, 
who require certain accommodations to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting or have questions about 
the accessibility of the meeting or facilities contact the Village ADA Coordinator at 510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, Illinois 
60093, (Telephone (847) 716-3543; T.D.D. (847) 501-6041). 
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LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 1 
MARCH 4, 2019 MEETING MINUTES 2 

 3 
Members Present:                              Louise Holland, Chairperson 4 

Katie Comstock  5 
Chris Enck 6 
Laura Good    7 
Joseph Stewart  8 
Paul Weaver 9 

  10 
Non-Voting Member Present:          Bob Dearborn  11 
 12 
Members Absent:                               Beth Ann Papoutsis  13 
  14 
Village Staff:                                      Ann Klaassen, Senior Planner  15 

Christopher Marx, Associate Planner 16 
  17 
CALL TO ORDER: 18 
Chairperson Holland called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  19 
 20 
PUBLIC COMMENT 21 
Chairperson Holland asked if there was any comment unrelated to items on the agenda. No comment 22 
was made at this time.  23 
 24 
APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 4, 2019 MEETING MINUTES 25 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any comments or corrections to be made to the minutes. Mr. 26 
Enck questioned whether made the comment regarding Kenilworth because he doesn’t recall making 27 
that statement on page 8, line 11 and suggested the comment be deleted. Chairperson Holland asked if 28 
there were any other changes. No additional changes were made at this time. A motion was made by 29 
Mr. Enck and seconded by Ms. Comstock to approve the February 4, 2019 meeting minutes, as 30 
amended. The motion was passed by unanimous voice vote.  31 
 32 
Chairperson Holland then welcomed Joseph Stewart to the Commission.  33 
 34 
Case No. 19-03. 1225 Hill Road: Preliminary review of the application for demolition of the 35 
single family residence at 1225 Hill Road.  36 
Nate Lochner of A. Perry Homes introduced himself to the Commission and stated he would present the 37 
request on behalf of the owners, Walter and Joan Kasten. He stated they performed due diligence on 38 
the property and did not find anything of historical significance to the property and are requesting 39 
approval for the demolition. Mr. Lochner then asked if there were any questions.  40 
 41 
Mr. Dearborn stated he asked someone in the real estate community about the home since it had been 42 
on the market for a while and they were not surprised by the demolition request for the home.  43 
 44 
Chairperson Holland asked if the home was owned by the Kastens now and Mr. Lochner confirmed that 45 
is correct. He stated they purchased the home last year. Chairperson Holland asked if there were any 46 
other questions from the Commission or the audience. Mr. Enck asked if the Kastens plan to live in the 47 
new home to be built or if they plan to sell it. Mr. Lochner confirmed they plan to live in the home.  Mr. 48 
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Enck asked if the new home would be taller than the current one story home. Mr. Lochner responded 1 
the future home is proposed to be Cape Cod architecture with low roof lines and dormer windows, etc. 2 
and would fit within the parameters of the zoning code. Mr. Enck asked if the new home would be sited 3 
similarly on the lot. Mr. Lochner confirmed it would be located within all of the setbacks provided by the 4 
Village and would be anchored into the northeast corner of the property which has a significant setback. 5 
He noted the main portion of the home and the driveway would face Westview. Chairperson Holland 6 
asked if they were able to work out the setbacks and that Mrs. Kasten was concerned about that. Mr. 7 
Lochner stated they had to make a slight tweak to that. 8 
 9 
Chairperson Holland asked if there was any public comment on the application.  There was no public 10 
comment.  11 
 12 
Chairperson Holland then asked for a motion to approve the demolition request for 1225 Hill Road. A 13 
motion was made by Ms. Good and several Commission Members seconded. A vote was taken and the 14 
motion unanimously passed.  15 
 16 
AYES:  Comstock, Enck, Grubb, Holland, Stewart, Weaver   17 
NAYS:   None 18 
NON-VOTING:  Dearborn   19 
  20 
Case No. 19-04. 1518 Edgewood Lane: Preliminary review of the application for demolition of the 21 
single family residence at 1518 Edgewood Lane.  22 
Chairperson Holland stated the applicant is not here and stated the Historical Society had no problem. 23 
Mr. Enck asked if the Commission could review the case if the applicant is not present. Ms. Klaassen 24 
stated it is the Commission's policy to require the applicant to attend the meeting. She then stated they 25 
can go on to the next agenda item and if the applicant arrived the request could be considered later in 26 
the meeting. Everyone agreed.  27 
  28 
Case No. 19-05. 949 Fisher Lane: Review of local landmark designation application.  29 
Chairperson Holland commented it is one of the finest HAIS reports she has read and described it as a 30 
remarkable home and history. Gwen Sommers Yant of Benjamin Historic Certifications introduced 31 
herself to the Commission along with Susan Benjamin and the owners, Karen and Jeffrey Watts. 32 
  33 
Ms. Yant stated in terms of orientation, the home is situated near the northeast corner of the 1.7 acre 34 
lot and the driveway is off Crescent Lane with Fisher Lane being at the southern edge of the 35 
property. She stated the footprint of the home is an irregular square with the service portion of the 36 
home being at the north end with a terrace on the west and a covered porch on the east and situated 37 
with beautiful views to the general landscape. She referred to her PowerPoint presentation and noted 38 
the blue outline gives the location of the property in context. She identified it as being near the bluff at 39 
the “S” curve of Sheridan Road and to the east is the lake. Ms. Yant noted it was formerly part of 40 
the family compound and the home retained its original location and original lot dimensions. She then 41 
stated it is a very large home with a strong presence in the landscape.  42 
 43 
Ms. Yant stated in the 1920's when the home was conceived, there was a general design fascination 44 
with ships, planes and trains and the home looks like a ship with its abstract decks and railings. She 45 
stated the relationship with the landscape is sculptural and unlike a typical suburban lot with a clear 46 
front, side and rear facades and described it as fluid in space. Ms. Yant stated it also retains a very high 47 
degree of integrity and is an excellent example of international style and you can see where the design is 48 
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balanced rather than symmetrical and responds to the function within. She stated an example of that 1 
function is the very large terrace which served as a small nursery school run by Mrs. Fisher. She stated 2 
the home displays plainer surfaces and crisp geometry as seen in the corners, window shapes and door 3 
vents, all which support the functional aspect of light and air. 4 
 5 
Ms. Yant then stated with regard to a radiant twist to the story, part of the beauty of the home is the 6 
nature of the material and its coloration which is very lively and bonding. She stated the home simplifies 7 
international style in its proportion and technical perfection and lack of applied ornament of historic 8 
detail. Ms. Yant identified the south façade on the first floor as the playroom space with a master 9 
bedroom above.  10 
 11 
Ms. Yant stated at the rear of the greenhouse was the master bedroom terrace and the greenhouse 12 
which caused quite a few leaks and structural problems and was removed and the home reroofed. She 13 
then identified the north façade as the service wing. Ms. Yant also stated the roof is a whole other living 14 
space which she described as reaching out into the landscape. She informed the Commission the Fishers 15 
loved to sleep outdoors and it was designed for it to be uncovered. Ms. Yant then stated the wings 16 
facilitate the use of discreet spaces and the upper floor has an open plan and identified a space used for 17 
shuffle board. She added it was served by a dumbwaiter. 18 
  19 
Ms. Yant then stated with regard to the historical context of the property, it began with Walter Lowrie 20 
Fisher who was the son of a minister and his father became the president of a small college. She stated 21 
he was also the principal of a law firm and a very significant contributor to Winnetka. Ms. Yant described 22 
him as a larger than life municipal reformer who was a prominent conservationist and from 1911-1913, 23 
he served as the U.S. Secretary of the Interior under William Taft. Ms. Yant stated in the 1890's, he and 24 
he wife bought a large parcel of land which is Lot 2 in the New Hubbard Estates subdivision located near 25 
the Hubbard Woods train station which had a dramatic view of the lake. She stated the illustration 26 
showed a property owned by his partner, Rudolph Matz of the Community House. Ms. Yant then stated 27 
they built a large summer home in the 1890's for $20,000. She stated it described another part of the 28 
multiple ways the home was intricately entwined in Winnetka history. Ms. Yant stated it started the 29 
whole spade of development along Sheridan Road through the 1920’s. She then stated in 1914, the 30 
Fishers hired Jens Jensen who designed landscapes for other North Shore residents. Ms. Yant informed 31 
the Commission the Fishers also had a city home on the Gold Coast but this home was where they came 32 
on a regular basis and became a beloved destination as the family grew and in the early 1930’s, it 33 
became their primary residence.  34 
  35 
Ms. Yant stated in the late 1920's, his son, Walter and his wife Katharine were from prominent families 36 
whose bios are included in the report. She stated they also had similar upbringings and education and 37 
were socially active and civic conscious. Ms. Yant stated Walter Fisher was a member of his father's law 38 
firm. She noted the Fisher home was planned in 1927 as identified in the plat of survey in the Village's 39 
files and the home was platted in the orchard of the property. Ms. Yant also stated the building permit is 40 
in the home file and the building permit was from 1928 from his younger brother who was an architect.  41 
  42 
Ms. Yant then identified an early photo of the home from a 1929 article and she referred to the 1927 43 
plat of survey and identified the brown circles as elevations and the locations of the trees. She stated 44 
the trees in that landscape correspond to the trees in the photos many of which still remain. Ms. Yant 45 
described the design of the home as extraordinary and was immediately recognized in publications 46 
starting in 1929. She stated it was pointed out in the article the quality of construction, the conception 47 
and skill interpreting the new concepts of modern architecture. Ms. Yant stated in the U.S., she 48 
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described information on European modernism as sparse and it was only three years after the home 1 
was built that the principles of European modernism were explained to a larger audience. She informed 2 
the Commission the work of four European leading modernists was showcased and identified examples 3 
in an illustration. Ms. Yant stated their work represented an illustration of key concepts of international 4 
style, one of which is a house as a "machine for living." She then referred to the geometric shapes 5 
and lack of ornament and the rooftop living space. 6 
  7 
Ms. Yant went on to state Howard Fisher published the home immediately after it was built in Horn & 8 
Hound. She then referred to an illustration of the front and rear of the home which underscored 9 
the high integrity of what the present home is. Ms. Yant noted it was designed for two adults, six 10 
children and helped to embrace family functions and celebrate the enjoyment of outdoor activities. Ms. 11 
Yant then stated the first floor contained the living room, dining room, playroom and service spaces. She 12 
referred to the nursery school which Mrs. Fisher ran and which she identified where play spilled 13 
outdoors on the terrace. Ms. Yant also identified the front hall which had a drinking fountain which is 14 
still there.  15 
  16 
Ms. Yant referred to an illustration of the front hall where you can see the very international style with a 17 
lack of moldings and strong geometry. She stated the living room is lit from many angles and noted 18 
the owners of the home were in possession of the original plans which were passed down from the 19 
Fishers to the Bushes and on to the present owners. Ms. Yant indicated there were a large number of 20 
drawings which include hand drawings of the cabinetry. She stated in articles written about the home in 21 
architectural publications, the text would say how colorful the interior was with the cabinets 22 
being painted green on the outside and red inside. Ms. Yant also identified the chair near the fireplace in 23 
the drawing.  24 
  25 
Ms. Yant stated the article also talks about the lacquered cork floors which are evident in the living 26 
room. She also identified another view of the front living room and noted the walls were yellow and the 27 
upholstery was red and green. Ms. Yant stated the basement plan had a racket ball court and balcony as 28 
well as the laundry room. She noted the second floor contained mostly bedrooms with the service wing 29 
at the north end and stated the whole home is light by a light court from the center. Ms. Yant also 30 
identified the roof plan which showed the open sun porch with the fireplace, enclosed sleeping porch 31 
and terrace.  32 
  33 
Ms. Yant informed the Commission that Howard Fisher was interested in the work of J.J.P. Oud and 34 
Frank Lloyd Wright. She referred to a portfolio released in 1910 which shared Frank Lloyd Wright's work 35 
with a worldwide audience and described publications like this as the internet of their age. Ms. Yant 36 
noted the Oud portfolio influenced generations of architects and added Oud is not written about much 37 
now. She stated there was a limited amount of information available to Howard Fisher. Ms. Yant stated 38 
with regard to the two plans, she referred to the organization of the wings, service portion and 39 
monumental presence in the generous landscape. She also stated up Sheridan road in Glencoe is 40 
the Glasner home by the ravine which had a similar setting. Ms. Yant also referred to the Brigham home 41 
in Glencoe in 1908 as well as the Sherman Booth home in Glencoe from 1916. She noted Frank Lloyd 42 
Wright explored in 1916 the idea of rooftop living spaces and stated the center wall contained a built-in 43 
fireplace and terrace with sleeping porch on one side. Ms. Yant informed the Commission that Booth 44 
was also a lawyer, a conservationist and friend of Jens Jensen.  45 
  46 
Ms. Yant stated after the Walter Fisher home, Howard Fisher continued to make significant 47 
contributions to architecture and technology and started general homes in 1933 which were mass 48 
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produced international style homes. She identified the first home of his sister-in-law, Ruth Page on 1 
Sheridan Road. Ms. Yant noted the general homes made history at the 1933 World's Fair and are part of 2 
the group which created the mapping for GIS.  3 
  4 
Ms. Yant stated the Fisher homes' owners and architects were closely associated with the family 5 
compound for decades. She informed the Commission Walter and Katharine Drummer Fisher remained 6 
in the home until she died and the home was sold in 1963. Ms. Yant identified the summer home as the 7 
yellow U-shaped building at the east end of the lot which was the original summer home where it 8 
became the elder Fishers' main home. She stated the barn at the back of the Walter Fisher home 9 
was made into a regular home and was moved further west and converted to a single family home by 10 
Howard Fisher in 1940 where the Fisher's sister lived until 1990. Ms. Yant then stated after Mabel 11 
Fisher's death in 1953, a portion with the summer home was subdivided into 6 lots with Howard Fisher 12 
buying one of the sites where he built himself a modern home in 1956 and lived there until the mid-13 
1960's. She described the home you see today as a significant and early rare example of the 14 
international style in Winnetka and which is also rare on the North Shore. Ms. Yant stated a few 15 
buildings which were on the North Shore have been demolished while others have been remodeled 16 
inappropriately. She also stated while there are several smaller homes, most of them are not 17 
international style.  18 
 19 
Ms. Yant stated with regard to the landmark criteria, they feel the home meets many of the Winnetka 20 
landmark criteria and referred to the General Considerations and Architectural and Historical 21 
Significance criteria. She then asked the Commission if they had any questions.  22 
  23 
Chairperson Holland congratulated the owners on the remarkable home and asked the Commission if 24 
they had any questions. Ms. Comstock stated she walked by the home and commented it is great and 25 
exciting to hear about the history and its architectural significance. She then asked what happened to 26 
the squash court. Karen Watts responded it is 15 feet tall and they plan on keeping it and that it is a 27 
gymnastics playroom for now. She informed the Commission they also installed a circular staircase. Mr. 28 
Watts noted it has a sump pump now and it is now dry and leak proof. He stated they made it 29 
flexible for a place to do gymnastics.  30 
  31 
Ms. Comstock asked do they still have the cork floors and Mrs. Watts confirmed that is correct. She 32 
stated they found pieces of the original cork floor in the basement. Mrs. Watts noted the floors are 33 
original and they will replace them since they are falling apart. She added it is in the bathrooms too. 34 
Mrs. Watts described the lacquered covering as very slippery. Mr. Watts described it as quiet, warm and 35 
durable and to do anything different would take away from how the home was designed. Ms. Yant 36 
commented the home has amazing integrity inside.  37 
 38 
Ms. Comstock then asked what their favorite part of the home is. Mrs. Watts responded it will be 39 
the decks when they are fixed and it is warmer. She stated they use every room of the home. Mr. Watts 40 
stated invention’s quality is known by how obvious it is after afterward and the flow invites you in it. He 41 
then described the home as a bear, but livable while they work on it.  42 
  43 
Mr. Enck asked if they can see the lake. Mrs. Watts responded they can when the leaves are down. 44 
Chairperson Holland stated the view was discussed in the mid 1990's by the neighbors. She noted the 45 
Village has an easement to the lake and the Village used to trim the trees. Chairperson Holland then 46 
stated the last home of Howard Fisher is 924 Fisher Lane from which you can see the lake nicely.   47 
  48 
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Mr. Stewart asked about the existing furniture. Mrs. Watts stated most of what was in there is gone and 1 
the kitchen was repainted. She noted most of the built-ins such as the shelves are there. Mr. Watts 2 
stated you can see the lines on the walls for the closet built-ins which are still there and work.  3 
  4 
Mr. Stewart asked about the kitchen. Mrs. Watts responded it is 100% original and not that small. She 5 
informed the Commission a stove was added and refrigerator with an extension cord. Mrs. Watts then 6 
stated there is another section of cabinets built to match and that it is a pretty good size kitchen.  7 
  8 
Mr. Enck commented he was excited to see the steel windows were in good condition. Mrs. Watts 9 
informed the Commission they talked to window people and decided to keep them. She stated although 10 
there was black paint on the glass, the glazing is not bad and they have not been cold in the winter. Mr. 11 
Watts stated no corners were cut when the home was built and all of the pipes sit inside the home. He 12 
described the maintenance on the windows as deplorable with others holding together nicely. Mrs. 13 
Watts added they would get them back into good condition and some were glued shut. Mr. Watts 14 
informed the Commission 30 of the frames were lost when the basement leaked and they are in no 15 
hurry to do anything to windows which structurally work. Mrs. Watts stated some of the basement 16 
windows did not completely shut and they plan to replace and restore the rest. Mr. Watts described it 17 
as a decorating opportunity for the window sills and walls which are very thick.  18 
  19 
Mr. Dearborn stated he would be interested in knowing whether influence from the World's 20 
Fair influenced Fisher's architecture or vice versa. Ms. Yant responded the World's Fair in 1933 was after 21 
this home was built in 1929.  22 
  23 
Chairperson Holland asked if there were any other questions. Ms. Good asked if they would try to retain 24 
some of the color schemes of red, green and yellow. Mrs. Watts informed the Commission the second 25 
owners wallpapered and painted over paint. She also stated the doors were painted and there is no trim 26 
or molding. Mrs. Watts stated they would go back to the color of the doors with modern colors and it 27 
would not be primarily red and green. Mr. Watts described it as a colorful, bright home.  28 
  29 
Ms. Good asked if it is pretty rare to have the exterior surface area of brick in the international style. Ms. 30 
Yant responded not necessarily and stated European modernists used stucco as the preferred material. 31 
Ms. Susan Benjamin stated for those who traveled abroad, they were enamored with Dutch architecture 32 
which is brick and that expressionist buildings are brick buildings. She also stated for modernism 33 
associated with international style, buildings tended to be white and stucco and there is a lot of color in 34 
that building. Ms. Benjamin stated a component of European modernism embraced color and brick and 35 
referred to Chicago being a brick city. She added many modernist homes are brick which dated back to 36 
Frank Lloyd Wright.  37 
  38 
Ms. Good commented the home is incredible and would be such an asset to the selection of landmarks 39 
in Winnetka. Ms. Benjamin commented it is one of the greatest homes in the country. Chairperson 40 
Holland suggested the trolley tour can come up Fisher and you would be able to see the home from the 41 
fork in the road. She asked if there were any other questions. Chairperson Holland then congratulated 42 
the applicants on their choice of saving and living in the beautiful home which is important in the lexicon 43 
of modern architecture. She stated there are not many of them and described it as a very special home. 44 
Chairperson Holland stated speaking for the Commission; she wished them a lot of joy and happiness in 45 
the home and noted they have not had a landmark since 2012. She then stated the Commission would 46 
now go through the findings. Ms. Yant added the history of the home is incredible as well. Chairperson 47 
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Holland then referred to a meeting of the League of Women Voters and described several of its 1 
members involved.   2 
  3 
Chairperson Holland referred the Commission to the General Considerations for designating 949 Fisher 4 
Lane a landmark. She then read the following criteria: 1(a) the structure, building, object or site has 5 
significant character, interest or value as part of the historic, cultural or architectural characteristics of 6 
the Village, the state or the United States; 1(b) the structure, building, object or site is closely identified 7 
with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the culture or development of the Village, the 8 
state or the United States. Ms. Yant noted they went through each of the criteria at the end of the 9 
report and the justification for each. Chairperson Holland confirmed they are listed on page nos. 2 and 3 10 
of the agenda report. She then read the following criteria: 1(e) the activities associated with the 11 
structure, building, object or site make it a current or former focal point of reference in the Village. 12 
Chairperson Holland stated it did not meet this criteria. She then read the next criteria: 1(f) the 13 
structure, building, site or object is of a type or is associated with a use once common but now rare, or is 14 
a particularly fine or unique example of a utilitarian structure and possesses a high level of integrity or 15 
architectural significance. She agreed it is true of being a utilitarian structure and possessed a high level 16 
of integrity or architectural significance.  17 
 18 
Chairperson Holland then read criteria: 2(a) the structure, building, object or site represents certain 19 
distinguishing characteristics of architecture inherently valuable for the study of a time period, type of 20 
property, method of construction or use of indigenous materials; 2(b) the structure, building, object or 21 
site embodies elements of design, detail, material or craftsmanship of exceptional quality. She referred 22 
to the brick work and terraces. Chairperson Holland then read the next criteria: 2(c) the structure, 23 
building, object or site exemplifies a particular architectural style in terms of detail, material and 24 
workmanship. The Commission Members agreed with the finding. Chairperson Holland read the next 25 
criteria: 2(d) the structure, building, object or site is one of the few remaining examples of a particular 26 
architectural style. The Commission Members agreed with the finding. Chairperson Holland read the 27 
next finding: 2(e) the structure, building, object or site is, or is part of, a contiguous grouping that has a 28 
sense of cohesiveness, expressed through a similarity of style characteristics, time period, type of 29 
property, method of construction or use of indigenous materials and accents the architectural 30 
significance of an era. The Commission Members stated this finding does not apply. 31 
 32 
Chairperson Holland then read the criteria under the Historical Significance section: 3(a) the structure, 33 
building, object or site is an exceptional example of an historic or vernacular style, or is one of the few 34 
such remaining properties in the Village. The Commission Members agreed with the finding. 35 
Chairperson Holland read the next criteria: 3(b) the structure, building, object or site has a strong 36 
association with the life or activities of a person, persons, organization or group who significantly 37 
contributed to or participated in historic or cultural events. Chairperson Holland referred to the Fishers 38 
in Washington, Chicago and Winnetka and confirmed the criteria applies. She then read the last criteria: 39 
3(c) the structure, building, object or site is associated with a notable historic event. The Commission 40 
Members stated the home did not comply with this finding.   41 
  42 
Chairperson Holland then referred to the System for the Evaluation of Landmarks on page 43. She stated 43 
for Tier 1, it related to Rarity: Architectural Type, Style or Period. The Commission Members determined 44 
the home to be extremely rare with a point value of 5. Chairperson Holland stated the next category 45 
related to Rarity: Method of Construction and its Application. Mr. Enck stated in connection with the 46 
application of materials, there is nothing else like it. The Commission Members determined the home to 47 
be extremely rare with a point value of 5. Chairperson Holland stated the next category related to 48 
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Association with an Historical Event, Person or Cultural Activity which includes National, State, County or 1 
Local. The Commission Members determined the home to certainly fall under the local and state 2 
categories and national where the family is involved. Chairperson Holland stated the next category 3 
related to Association with an Architect or Master Builder. The Commission Members determined 4 
Howard Fisher to be on the national level with a point value of 5. Chairperson Holland stated the next 5 
category related to Established or Familiar Visual Feature. Chairperson Holland stated the home 6 
is certainly a visual feature and not hidden although it is not a symbol of the Village as a whole. She 7 
stated with regard to it being a conspicuous and familiar structure in the context of the entire Village, it 8 
is in its own way with a point value of 4. It was determined the Tier 1 score is a total of 69 with the first 9 
category “Rarity” Architectural Type, Style and Period” given a weight of 10 and the other categories 10 
receiving a weight of 1.  11 
  12 
Chairperson Holland then stated with regard to Tier 2, the first category related to Alteration of 13 
(Originality) Design Integrity. Chairperson Holland stated the windows are original and not much was 14 
done to the home except for the greenhouse removal. The Commission Members determined it to be 15 
excellent with a point value of 5. Chairperson Holland stated the next category related to Age of 16 
Structure which fell into the 1900-1930 category with a point value of 3. Chairperson Holland stated the 17 
next category related to Alteration of Surrounding Properties (View from Property). The Commission 18 
Members determined it to be minor with a point value of 3. Chairperson Holland stated the next 19 
category related to Alteration of Original Site (View of Property). The Commission Members determined 20 
it to be original with a point value of 5. Chairperson Holland stated the next category related to 21 
Structural Condition. The Commission Members determined it to be exceptional with a point value of 5. 22 
The Commission determined the total score to be 89.8 which is unique and is the highest category.  23 
 24 
Chairperson Holland congratulated the owners and the home and stated they would be proud to add it 25 
to the list of landmarks in Winnetka. She also stated when the new catalog is published to be passed out 26 
on the trolley tours, their home would be included. Chairperson Holland then asked for a motion to 27 
welcome 949 Fisher Lane as a landmark designation. Ms. Klaassen clarified the Commission is making a 28 
recommendation to the Village Council. Chairperson Holland asked for a motion.  29 
 30 
A motion was made by Ms. Comstock and seconded by Mr. Weaver to recommend landmark 31 
designation of 949 Fisher Lane. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.  32 
 33 
AYES:  Comstock, Enck, Grubb, Holland, Stewart, Weaver   34 
NAYS:   None 35 
NON-VOTING:  Dearborn   36 
 37 
DISCUSSION OF 2019 PRESERVATION AWARDS PROGRAM.  38 
Chairperson Holland stated they will begin to advertise the preservation awards and have the 39 
applications ready. She noted it would be put in the Winnetka Current and Winnetka Talk and also on 40 
the Village's website. Chairperson Holland then asked the Commission Members to talk it up 41 
among friends. She noted there were two awards given last year and eight awards given the year before 42 
and referred to three of her neighbors who should have awards. Chairperson Holland stated the 43 
problem is they have to travel to see the nominations individually and they cannot meet as a group 44 
according to the Open Meetings Act. She referred to getting applications by the end of May. Ms. 45 
Klaassen asked if they were still ok with the Friday before Memorial Day as the deadline and they could 46 
start reviewing them in June with the decision made at the July meeting. Everyone agreed that would be 47 
fine.  48 
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Mr. Dearborn referred to the summary page which described how one would qualify. Ms. Klaassen 1 
responded the nomination form spells it out with regard to the rules for nominating a property. She 2 
stated there are three categories which are renovation, restoration and new construction. Ms. Klaassen 3 
also stated they need to confirm the deadline before printing the forms.  4 
  5 
Chairperson Holland stated it being on the website and in the newspapers would help. Mr. Enck asked if 6 
the rules are defined by the ordinance as to the categories. Chairperson Holland stated the awards are 7 
not part of the ordinance but are part of their community outreach and are used to encourage people. 8 
Mr. Enck informed the Commission Lake Forest has another category of stewardship for a project which 9 
maintains the architecture or historic property or keeps it up which would be something worth 10 
considering. Ms. Good referred to the neighbors who bought the home on Prospect and saved it from 11 
being demolished which would be perfect for stewardship. Mr. Enck stated there should be a special 12 
award for that. Ms. Good commented she would love to see an award called a walkaway award by a 13 
builder when they find out it is a significant home which has not happened.  14 
 15 
Mr. Marx referred to the owner of 1170 Westmoor which withdrew their demolition application. He 16 
stated an email was sent to the Village staff stating that after thoughtful consideration of the options, 17 
they found another buyer which closed on the property. Mr. Marx stated they had kind words for 18 
the process and the Commission. Ms. Good reiterated they should give an award to a potential buyer or 19 
builder for walking away. Chairperson Holland stated they would need the approval of the Village 20 
Council to designate another award. Chairperson Holland then stated they are grateful for the people 21 
receiving the awards and to add another category, it should be something in the stewardship vein. She 22 
then suggested sending the owner of 1170 Westmoor a note or email recognizing them. Chairperson 23 
Holland then described 1175 Whitebridge Hill as being heroic in keeping the façade of the historic home 24 
which she commented was very expensive to do. She then stated they should think about what to call 25 
the award.  26 
  27 
Ms. Klaassen confirmed the date would be May 24, 2019. Chairperson Holland suggested they start 28 
advertising and they can put up a sign in the Village Hall. Ms. Klaassen noted the nominations are kept at 29 
the front desk of the department. 30 
  31 
DISCUSSION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION INCENTIVES. 32 
Chairperson Holland stated they moved Historic Preservation Incentives to the bottom of the agenda 33 
and referred to Sunday's event. She stated they are working to have a new brochure printed with 400 34 
copies on heavier grade paper and larger photos which would be nice to give out on the trolley tours. 35 
Chairperson Holland then stated on Sunday, the program would include Geoffrey Baer speaking 36 
to People, Places and Progress. She also referred to the band, Big Noise from Winnetka which would be 37 
playing on the speakers in the hall as well as the original letter Howie Keefe sent to the Winnetka Talk in 38 
2002 who was one of the bad boys who made noise at the Blackhawk restaurant. Chairperson Holland 39 
stated a lot people have no idea what Big Noise from Winnetka is and they made a copy of the real story 40 
of Big Noise which would be handed out on Sunday. She also stated President Rintz will open the event 41 
with the introduction of Mr. Baer who would work with the children and people and refreshments 42 
would be provided. Chairperson Holland then stated the Historical Society agreed to have brochures 43 
with the information and Helen Weaver would be manning the table with the Historical Society 44 
information. Chairperson Holland noted 300 people signed up for the event.  45 
  46 
Chairperson Holland also stated the trolley tours would be on May 18 and 19, 2019 and for the 47 
Commission to encourage people to attend. She stated it would be part of the 150th public relations. 48 
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Chairperson Holland then stated the Chamber of Commerce would have a lunch on April 10th tuned to 1 
the Village's 150th birthday and the gala of the Historical Society will be the 150th birthday with the final 2 
event being in the fall at the log house which will be a Pioneer Day event.  3 
  4 
Chairperson Holland stated going back to historic preservation incentives, Ms. Papoutsis could not 5 
attend tonight's meeting and President Rintz asked if the Commission could go over it at their last 6 
meeting where they came up with seven suggestions for preserving historic or architecturally significant 7 
homes. She stated they discussed them and have a matrix of what happens in other communities and 8 
how Winnetka performed by comparison. Chairperson Holland then stated they would write a couple of 9 
paragraphs on what they feel as a Commission would be good for preserving historic homes and that 10 
President Rintz is very interested in getting the Commission's recommendation for changes to 11 
the ordinance and what should be maintained in the Comprehensive Plan being drafted this year. She 12 
stated the Commission can say they want a longer delay, etc. but also comment on the kind of 13 
importance historic homes are to the ambience of the community and included in the new 14 
Comprehensive Plan to put in a paragraph and they would meet with President Rintz before April 1st.  15 
  16 
Chairperson Holland stated the first item discussed was a discount in permit fees for renovation. She 17 
also stated in giving zoning relief, to fast track renovation plans for historic homes and asked the 18 
Commission Members if they agreed. Chairperson Holland stated the second item related to increasing 19 
the time delay for tearing down historic or architecturally significant homes. She noted Glencoe and 20 
Highland Park have a one year delay with Lake Forest having a two year delay. Chairperson Holland 21 
added Wilmette has no delay and Kenilworth has a one year day and commented 60 days is nothing. She 22 
then questioned whether the delay began from the approval of the HAIS. Ms. Klaassen responded day 23 
one of a delay would begin the day after the Commission issued a delay. Chairperson Holland stated 24 
they would suggest a delay of one year.  25 
  26 
Mr. Dearborn asked if relative to neighboring communities, the ordinance in that element is almost 27 
encouraging demolitions. He stated they do not want to encourage it and referred to having an even 28 
playing field. Mr. Dearborn referred to the perception of it being easier to demolish a home in Winnetka 29 
as counterproductive. Chairperson Holland suggested they elaborate on it. Mr. Enck asked what other 30 
communities do during the delay period while the clock is ticking here only. He stated he would be 31 
curious if there is anything more proactive being done in other communities such as pointing an 32 
applicant in the direction of resources to make the time period more productive. Chairperson Holland 33 
stated Lake Forest has a review committee during the delay period which kept after an owner or 34 
developer and since they have design review of the replacement home which they do not have in the 35 
Village. She noted President Rintz was chairman of the committee trying to create a design review 36 
committee which fell apart. Chairperson Holland noted it would be worth mentioning what other 37 
communities do during the delay period. 38 
  39 
Chairperson Holland then stated the next item is to publish and highlight landmark properties which 40 
they do with the trolley tour and awards. She stated they would go all out on the 150th celebration and 41 
for the brochures to be given to every family showing interest.  Chairperson Holland stated the next 42 
item is to establish districts to form an historic district. She stated they asked Nan Greenough who tried 43 
to get that in the ordinance and referred to contributing structures in the ordinance. Chairperson 44 
Holland then referred to overstepping what they want to do initially and that Evanston has a ton of 45 
them although they are five to six times the size of Winnetka. She suggested they hold off on historic 46 
districts which may sabotage what they want to say. 47 
  48 
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Chairperson Holland stated the next item is to create an historic preservation plan which they absolutely 1 
want to do. She stated with regard to resources, they can publish it in a list and online and the brochure 2 
and for the Historical Society to list resources of where people can go. Chairperson Holland stated the 3 
next item related to beginning an historic program to document historic resources in the Village which is 4 
part of the historic preservation plan and the landmark brochure would do that in better fashion.  5 
 6 
Mr. Enck asked if there has been a Village-wide survey. Chairperson Holland responded part of it 7 
was done. Ms. Klaassen stated there was a building research project that students worked on with the 8 
Historical Society in terms of gathering information on the original home, date of construction, architect, 9 
architectural style, etc. but it was not to say which homes are significant. She stated it has been a topic 10 
for 20 plus years. Chairperson Holland stated a portion is finished. Ms. Klaassen noted it is not on file 11 
with the Village. Chairperson Holland stated it was done with the Historical Society by docents. Ms. 12 
Klaassen confirmed they did get a huge chunk of it done. Chairperson Holland described Patty Van 13 
Cleave as being instrumental in getting that done.  14 
  15 
Chairperson Holland then stated they can use 949 Fisher as an example and to educate residents about 16 
the opportunity to receive property tax benefits by participating in a state administered property tax 17 
freeze. She stated it caused a tremendous amount of hysteria in the Village. Chairperson Holland then 18 
stated the owner only had to have a local landmark go to the state, then to Cook County and if the 19 
owner spent 25% of the value of the home on restoring it, they could qualify. Chairperson Holland noted 20 
a number of tax freeze assessments were granted and none are left. Ms. Klaassen stated she has not 21 
seen a current list and it has not been looked at since 2012 at the time of the last landmark. She noted 22 
the tax freeze lasts eight years and then steps up over the next four years. Chairperson Holland stated 23 
all of the homes which had the freeze used them up and described it as a very contentious argument. 24 
She then spoke of the Spies home on Asbury as well as her home.  25 
 26 
Mr. Enck stated tax freeze applicants are not asking the Village Council for anything and it is something 27 
the Historical Society can do. Chairperson Holland stated for landmarked homes, Benjamin Certifications 28 
can tell them this is available to them and the tax freeze is between the owner and the state and has 29 
nothing to do with the Commission. She then stated they should not ask the Village to highlight 30 
it. Chairperson Holland then stated before the April meeting, she would meet with Ms. Papoutsis and 31 
President Rintz and elaborate on what they felt is important to maintain in the new Comprehensive Plan 32 
and have an addendum of what they want to see changed in the ordinance.  33 
  34 
Chairperson Holland noted the applicant for 1518 Edgewood did not show up and the request would be 35 
continued to the April meeting.  36 
 37 
OLD BUSINESS: 38 
No old business was discussed by the Commission at this time.  39 
 40 
NEW BUSINESS: 41 
No new business was discussed by the Commission at this time.  42 
  43 
ADJOURNMENT: 44 
The meeting adjourned at 8:57 p.m.  45 
Respectfully submitted, 46 
Antionette Johnson 47 
Recording Secretary  48 
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: MARCH 25, 2019 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 19-04-LPC: 1518 EDGEWOOD LANE 
 
INTRODUCTION 

On April 1, 2019 the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) is scheduled to consider a request from 
Anthony Kaplunov (the “Applicant”) to demolish the existing single family residence on the property at 
1518 Edgewood Lane (the “Subject Property”). The Applicant is representing Boris Shapiro, the “Owner,” 
of the Subject Property.  This case was continued from the March 4, 2019 meeting due to the absence of 
the Applicant.    
 
A mailed notice has been sent to property owners within 250 feet in compliance with Section 15.52 of 
the Village Code.  As of the date of this memo, staff has not received any written comments from the 
public regarding this application. 
 
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

The Subject Property, which is approximately 0.23 acres in size, is located on the south side of 
Edgewood Lane between Grove Street and Greenwood Avenue, and it contains a single-family home 
with an attached garage. The property is zoned R-5 Single-Family Residential, and it is surrounded by R-5 
Single-Family Residential zoning.  
 
PROPERTY HISTORY  

As represented on the attached preliminary property history study (Attachment B), the residence was 
built in 1938 and designed by architects W.T. Braun and L.C. Jones.  A subsequent building permit was 
issued in 1982 to replace an existing porch. The Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) has indicated that the 
property does not have historical or architectural significance. The structure is not a national, state, or 
local designated landmark. The WHS’s research and comments are included in this report as Attachment 
C. 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 

The Director of Community Development may delay the issuance of a demolition permit for up to 60 
days if one or more building or demolition permits for primary structures have been approved for 
properties, for which work is continuing, on either side of the right-of-way block face and/or alley along 
which the property is located, or if the Director determines that a delay is necessary to prevent undue 
congestion and noise impacts in the neighborhood. Currently, there are no building or demolition 
permits for new primary structures on the block. The Director has determined that a delay is not 
necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise impacts within the neighborhood. 
 

LPC - 1518 Edgewood - Page 1



COMMISSION REVIEW 

In accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village Code, the Commission is required to determine 
whether the building and/or property is of sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant 
conducting a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.  
Upon completing the preliminary historic and architectural review, the LPC shall enter preliminary 
findings on the issue of whether the demolition permit application affects a building or property that 
has sufficient architectural or historic merit to warrant conducting a full HAIS prior to issuance of the 
demolition permit.  In making its determination, the LPC shall consider the following: 

1. The preliminary property history study (information on the original building, date of 
construction, name of property, architect and owner, current photographs of the property, list 
of work on the property for which the Village has issued a permit) (Attachment B); 

2. Comments of the Winnetka Historical Society (Attachments B and C); 

3. Any other information, comment or evidence received by the LPC at the preliminary review 
meeting. 

 
If the LPC finds that the HAIS is warranted, it shall so notify the Director of Community Development and 
shall order the applicant to conduct such study. 
 
If the LPC finds that an HAIS is not warranted, it shall notify the Director of Community Development 
that it finds no historic or architectural grounds for delaying the demolition.  The preliminary 
determination of the LPC shall be supported by findings of fact based on the record.  The findings of fact 
shall include statements as to whether or not the building or property has architectural merit, historical 
significance, both, or neither.   
 
The LPC shall require an HAIS for any demolition permit application that meets any of the following 
criteria: 
 

1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the 
Village Code; 

2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey 
conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation; 

3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the 
Illinois Register of Historic places; and 

4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant a full HAIS 
prior to issuance of a demolition permit. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment B:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment C:  Historical Society Research 
Attachment D:  Application Materials 
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: FEBRUARY 14, 2019  

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 19-04:  1518 EDGEWOOD LANE 

INTRODUCTION  

On March 4, 2019 the Landmark Preservation Commission will consider a request to demolish the 
residence and attached garage located at 1518 Edgewood Lane. Please return any available information 
regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention on or before 
Wednesday, February 27, 2019. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email to 
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      
 
  
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits Issued  

Date  Type Owner Architect 
12-1-1938 Build single family residence  G.W. Andrews W.T. Braun, L.C. Jones 
5-29-1981 Replace existing porch George Brodsky Sherman Gerberg 
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: MARCH 25, 2019 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 19-06-LPC: 910 OAK STREET 
 
INTRODUCTION 

On April 1, 2019 the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) is scheduled to consider a request from 
Cory Todd (the “Applicant”) to demolish the existing single-family residence on the property at 910 Oak 
Street (the “Subject Property”). The Applicant is representing Trend Development Partners – Oak, LLC, 
the “Owners” of the Subject Property.  
 
A mailed notice has been sent to property owners within 250 feet in compliance with Section 15.52 of 
the Village Code.  As of the date of this memo, staff has not received any written comments from the 
public regarding this application. 
 
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

The Subject Property, which is approximately 0.21 acres in size, is located on the south side of Oak 
Street between Provident Avenue and Birch Street. It contains a single-family home with a detached 
garage. The property is zoned R-5 Single-Family Residential, and is surrounded by R-5 Single-Family 
Residential zoning.  
 
PROPERTY HISTORY  

As represented on the attached preliminary property history study (Attachment B), the original date of 
construction is not able to be determined from Village records.  The first record in Village files is of the 
sewer connection in 1914 according to a Sanborn Map and 1910 according to information with the Cook 
County Assessor’s Office. There is no available information for the original architect or owner of the 
residence. The first record in Village files is a building permit issued in 1923 for a new garage that was 
designed by the Subject Property’s then-owner, J.C. Behlagly. The structure is not a national, state, or 
local designated landmark. The Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) has indicated that while the house 
does not have historic or architectural significance as a standalone structure, it makes a significant 
contribution to the character of the neighborhood since it is one of the few remaining homes to serve as 
an example of the housing stock built during Winnetka’s rapidly increasing population of the early 20th 
century. The WHS’s research and comments are included in this report as Attachment C. 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 

The Director of Community Development may delay the issuance of a demolition permit for up to 60 
days if one or more building or demolition permits for primary structures have been approved for 
properties, for which work is continuing, on either side of the right-of-way block face and/or alley along 
which the property is located, or if the Director determines that a delay is necessary to prevent undue 
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congestion and noise impacts in the neighborhood. Currently, there are no building or demolition 
permits for new primary structures on the block. The Director has determined that a delay is not 
necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise impacts within the neighborhood. 
 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

In accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village Code, the Commission is required to determine 
whether the building and/or property is of sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant 
conducting a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.  
Upon completing the preliminary historic and architectural review, the LPC shall enter preliminary 
findings on the issue of whether the demolition permit application affects a building or property that 
has sufficient architectural or historic merit to warrant conducting a full HAIS prior to issuance of the 
demolition permit.  In making its determination, the LPC shall consider the following: 

1. The preliminary property history study (information on the original building, date of 
construction, name of property, architect and owner, current photographs of the property, list 
of work on the property for which the Village has issued a permit) (Attachment B); 

2. Comments of the Winnetka Historical Society (Attachments B and C); 

3. Any other information, comment or evidence received by the LPC at the preliminary review 
meeting. 

 
If the LPC finds that the HAIS is warranted, it shall so notify the Director of Community Development and 
shall order the applicant to conduct such study. 
 
If the LPC finds that an HAIS is not warranted, it shall notify the Director of Community Development 
that it finds no historic or architectural grounds for delaying the demolition.  The preliminary 
determination of the LPC shall be supported by findings of fact based on the record.  The findings of fact 
shall include statements as to whether or not the building or property has architectural merit, historical 
significance, both, or neither.   
 
The LPC shall require an HAIS for any demolition permit application that meets any of the following 
criteria: 
 

1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the 
Village Code; 

2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey 
conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation; 

3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the 
Illinois Register of Historic places; and 

4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant a full HAIS 
prior to issuance of a demolition permit. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment B:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment C:  Historical Society Research 
Attachment D:  Application Materials 
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: MARCH 6, 2019  

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 19-06:  910 OAK STREET 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On April 1, 2019 the Landmark Preservation Commission will consider a request to demolish the 
residence and detached garage located at 910 Oak Street. Please return any available information 
regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention on or before 
Thursday, March 21, 2019. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email to 
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      
 
    
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits Issued  

Date  Type Owner Architect 
1910 Construction date, per Cook County 

Assessor information 
Not listed Not listed 

1914 Construction date, per 1938 
Sanborn Map 

Not listed Not listed 

6-5-1923 Build and frame new garage  J.C. Behlagly J.C. Behlagly 
8-14-2002 Replace old deck with new deck Griswold and Loise Ware Not listed 

 
 
 

 

ATTACHMENT B
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910 Oak Street – Site Photos 
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: MARCH 25, 2019 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 19-07-LPC: 670 BLACKTHORN ROAD 
 
INTRODUCTION 

On April 1, 2019, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) is scheduled to consider a request from 
Steve Aisen (the “Applicant”) to demolish the existing single-family home and detached garage on the 
property at 670 Blackthorn (the “Subject Property”). The Applicant is representing Newgard Custom 
Homes, the “Owner” of the Subject Property.  
 
A mailed notice has been sent to property owners within 250 feet in compliance with Section 15.52 of 
the Village Code.  As of the date of this memo, staff has not received any written comments from the 
public regarding this application. 
 
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

The Subject Property, which is approximately 0.77 acres in size, is located on Blackthorn Road between 
Pine Street and Walden Road, and it contains a single-family home with a detached garage.  The 
property is zoned R-3 Single-Family Residential, and it is surrounded by R-3 Single-Family Residential 
zoning. 
 
PROPERTY HISTORY  

As represented on the attached preliminary property history study (Attachment B), the original date of 
construction is not able to be determined from Village records.  The first record in Village files is of the 
sewer connection in 1916 according to a Sanborn Map and information from the Cook County Assessor’s 
Office. There are no building permits in Village records for alterations to the principal structure except a 
permit for an elevator installation that was issued in 1971. The structure is not a national, state, or local 
designated landmark. The Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) has indicated that the structure does not 
have any architectural or historical significance. The WHS’s research and comments are included in this 
report as Attachment C. 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 

The Director of Community Development may delay the issuance of a demolition permit for up to 60 
days if one or more building or demolition permits for primary structures have been approved for 
properties, for which work is continuing, on either side of the right-of-way block face and/or alley along 
which the property is located, or if the Director determines that a delay is necessary to prevent undue 
congestion and noise impacts in the neighborhood. Currently, there are no building or demolition 
permits for new primary structures on the block. The Director has determined that a delay is not 
necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise impacts within the neighborhood. 
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COMMISSION REVIEW 

In accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village Code, the Commission is required to determine 
whether the building and/or property is of sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant 
conducting a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.  
Upon completing the preliminary historic and architectural review, the LPC shall enter preliminary 
findings on the issue of whether the demolition permit application affects a building or property that 
has sufficient architectural or historic merit to warrant conducting a full HAIS prior to issuance of the 
demolition permit.  In making its determination, the LPC shall consider the following: 

1. The preliminary property history study (information on the original building, date of 
construction, name of property, architect and owner, current photographs of the property, list 
of work on the property for which the Village has issued a permit) (Attachment B); 

2. Comments of the Winnetka Historical Society (Attachments B and C); 

3. Any other information, comment or evidence received by the LPC at the preliminary review 
meeting. 

 
If the LPC finds that the HAIS is warranted, it shall so notify the Director of Community Development and 
shall order the applicant to conduct such study. 
 
If the LPC finds that an HAIS is not warranted, it shall notify the Director of Community Development 
that it finds no historic or architectural grounds for delaying the demolition.  The preliminary 
determination of the LPC shall be supported by findings of fact based on the record.  The findings of fact 
shall include statements as to whether or not the building or property has architectural merit, historical 
significance, both, or neither.   
 
The LPC shall require an HAIS for any demolition permit application that meets any of the following 
criteria: 
 

1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the 
Village Code; 

2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey 
conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation; 

3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the 
Illinois Register of Historic places; and 

4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant a full HAIS 
prior to issuance of a demolition permit. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment B:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment C:  Historical Society Research 
Attachment D:  Application Materials 
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: MARCH 6, 2019  

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 19-07: 670 BLACKTHORN ROAD 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On April 1, 2019 the Landmark Preservation Commission will consider a request to demolish the 
residence and detached garage located at 670 Blackthorn Road. Please return any available information 
regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention on or before 
Thursday, March 21, 2019. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email to 
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      
 
    
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits Issued  

Date  Type Owner Architect 
1916 Construction date, per Cook County 

Assessor information and 1938 
Sanborn Map 

Not listed Not listed 

6-22-1971 Installation of elevator  Eric C. Lambart Herman H. Lackner 
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670 Blackthorn -  Site Photos 
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: MARCH 25, 2019 

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 19-08-LPC: 770 BRYANT AVENUE 
 
INTRODUCTION 

On April 1, 2019 the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) is scheduled to consider a request from 
Chris Piotrowski (the “Applicant”) to demolish the existing single-family residence on the property at 
770 Bryant Avenue (the “Subject Property”). The Applicant is representing Christine Quinn, the “Owner” 
of the Subject Property.  
 
A mailed notice has been sent to property owners within 250 feet in compliance with Section 15.52 of 
the Village Code.  As of the date of this memo, staff has not received any written comments from the 
public regarding this application. 
 
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

The Subject Property, which is approximately 0.25 acres in size, is located on the west side of Bryant 
Avenue between Humboldt Avenue and Lloyd Place, and it contains a single-family home with an 
attached garage. The property is zoned R-3 Single-Family Residential, and it is surrounded by R-3 Single-
Family Residential zoning. 
 
PROPERTY HISTORY  

As represented on the attached preliminary property history study (Attachment B), the original building 
permit was issued on October 11, 1955 to the property owner A.F. Koepcke for a house designed by 
architect T. Clifford Noonan.. The structure is not a national, state, or local designated landmark. The 
Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) has indicated that the house could be considered to have some 
historic and architectural significance because of the high profile work of architect T. Clifford Noonan in 
the mid-20th century. The WHS’s research and comments are included in this report as Attachment C. 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 

The Director of Community Development may delay the issuance of a demolition permit for up to 60 
days if one or more building or demolition permits for primary structures have been approved for 
properties, for which work is continuing, on either side of the right-of-way block face and/or alley along 
which the property is located, or if the Director determines that a delay is necessary to prevent undue 
congestion and noise impacts in the neighborhood. Currently, there are no building or demolition 
permits for new primary structures on the block. The Director has determined that a delay is not 
necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise impacts within the neighborhood. 
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COMMISSION REVIEW 

In accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village Code, the Commission is required to determine 
whether the building and/or property is of sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant 
conducting a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.  
Upon completing the preliminary historic and architectural review, the LPC shall enter preliminary 
findings on the issue of whether the demolition permit application affects a building or property that 
has sufficient architectural or historic merit to warrant conducting a full HAIS prior to issuance of the 
demolition permit.  In making its determination, the LPC shall consider the following: 

1. The preliminary property history study (information on the original building, date of 
construction, name of property, architect and owner, current photographs of the property, list 
of work on the property for which the Village has issued a permit) (Attachment B); 

2. Comments of the Winnetka Historical Society (Attachments B and C); 

3. Any other information, comment or evidence received by the LPC at the preliminary review 
meeting. 

 
If the LPC finds that the HAIS is warranted, it shall so notify the Director of Community Development and 
shall order the applicant to conduct such study. 
 
If the LPC finds that an HAIS is not warranted, it shall notify the Director of Community Development 
that it finds no historic or architectural grounds for delaying the demolition.  The preliminary 
determination of the LPC shall be supported by findings of fact based on the record.  The findings of fact 
shall include statements as to whether or not the building or property has architectural merit, historical 
significance, both, or neither.   
 
The LPC shall require an HAIS for any demolition permit application that meets any of the following 
criteria: 
 

1. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the 
Village Code; 

2. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey 
conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation; 

3. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the 
Illinois Register of Historic places; and 

4. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant a full HAIS 
prior to issuance of a demolition permit. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment B:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment C:  Historical Society Research 
Attachment D:  Application Materials 
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: MARCH 6, 2019  

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 19-08: 770 BRYANT AVENUE 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On April 1, 2019 the Landmark Preservation Commission will consider a request to demolish the 
residence located at 770 Bryant Avenue. Please return any available information regarding the 
architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention on or before Thursday, March 
21, 2019. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email to cmarx@winnetka.org or call me 
at (847) 716-3587.      
 
    
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits Issued  

Date  Type Owner Architect 
10-11-1955 Construct single family dwelling A.F. Koepcke T. Clifford Noonan 
7-14-1997 Replace existing deck  David and Deb Beckman Not listed 
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770 Bryant  – Site Photos 
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Piotrowski Custom Builders Inc. 

 

3020 N. Lake Terrace Glenview Il.  60026 
 

Quinn Residence 
 

Winnetka, IL 60093 
 
         February 25, 2019 
Demolition/Construction Schedule 
 
Start Demo 9/1/19 
 
Start Construction 9/18/19 
Projected Completion 6/1/19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________ 
       Chris Piotrowski      President 
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: MARCH 25, 2019  

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 19-01-LPC:  519 HOYT LANE 
 
INTRODUCTION 

On April 1, 2019, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) is scheduled to consider the Historical 
Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) of the property at 519 Hoyt Lane (the “Subject Property”) prepared by 
Susan Benjamin at the request of Rocco DeFilippis (the “Applicant”). The Applicant is representing the 
application on behalf of Chicago Title Land Trust #8002378069 (the “Owner”). The Owner of the Subject 
Property plans to demolish the house and construct a new home.  
 
In accordance with Section 15.52 of the Village Code, a notice to conduct the historic and architectural 
impact review, including the date of the LPC meeting, has been mailed to property owners within 250 
feet of the Subject Property.    A notice of the LPC meeting was also published in the Winnetka Current 
newspaper on March 14, 2019.  As of the date of this memo, staff has not received any written 
comments from the public regarding this application.  Verbal comments received at the February 4, 
2019 meeting are reflected in the minutes of the February 4 meeting, which are included in this report 
as Attachment F. 
 
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

The Subject Property, which is approximately 0.82 acres in size, is located on the east side of Hoyt Lane, 
between Elm Street and Oak Street, and contains a single-family residence with an attached garage. The 
property is zoned R-2 Single-Family Residential, and it is surrounded by R-2 Single-Family Residential. 
 
COMMISSION REVIEW 

At the February 4, 2019 meeting the LPC found that the house has sufficient architectural and historic 
merit to warrant a HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit.  
 
It is the duty of the LPC to determine whether the HAIS is complete and if so whether the proposed 
demolition will result either in the loss of a building or structure that is of historic or architectural 
significance or in the significant alteration of the architectural character of the immediate 
neighborhood.    
 
The Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) has reviewed and commented on the HAIS,   the comments are 
included in this report as Attachment B.       
 
In accordance with Section 15.52.060 of the Village Code, the Commission is to enter findings on the 
following issues: 
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a. whether the HAIS is complete; 

b. whether the proposed demolition will have a significant negative architectural or historical 
impact on either the Village as a whole or on the immediate neighborhood; and 

c. whether demolition should be delayed in order to explore alternatives to total demolition. 
 

In making its determination, the LPC shall consider the following: 

a. the HAIS (Attachment A);  

b. the preliminary property history study (Attachment D); 

c. comments of the Winnetka Historical Society on the HAIS (Attachment B); 

d. any other information, comment or evidence received by the LPC at the impact 
determination meeting or at the preliminary review meeting. 

 
The determination of the LPC shall be supported by findings of fact based on the entire record. 
 
If the LPC determines that the HAIS filed by the Applicant is incomplete or otherwise insufficient to 
enable the LPC to make a determination as to the impact of the proposed demolition, the LPC may 
direct the Applicant to complete, amend or supplement the report and may continue the impact 
determination meeting pending the Applicant’s filing of a complete application.   
 
A building or structure shall be considered to be historically or architecturally significant if the LPC 
determines that it meets one or more of the following standards: 

a. the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design without regard to the time built 
or historic associations; 

b. the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design that is not the result of a change 
or a series of changes in the original structure; 

c. the structure exemplifies an architectural style, construction technique or building type 
once common in the Village; 

d. the structure exhibits an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or construction technique 
that contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as an accent or counterpart; or 

e. that the property has been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the Village 
Code, has been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey conducted 
under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation, or has been listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places or the Illinois Register of Historic Places. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  HAIS  
Attachment B:  Historical Society HAIS Comments 
Attachment C:  GIS Aerial Map 
Attachment D:  Preliminary Property History Study 
Attachment E:  Historical Society Research 
Attachment F:  Excerpt of February 4, 2019 LPC Meeting Minutes 
Attachment G:  Application Materials 
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MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA  

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: JANUARY 16, 2019  

SUBJECT:  CASE NO. 19-1:  519 HOYT LANE 

 
INTRODUCTION  

On February 4, 2019 the Landmark Preservation Commission will consider a request to demolish the 
residence and attached garage located at 519 Hoyt Lane. Please return any available information 
regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention on or before 
Tuesday, January 29, 2019. If you have any questions please feel free to send an email to 
cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.     
 
  
PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits Issued  

Date  Type Owner Architect 
1-10-1961 New single family residence A.E. Tatham Jerome Robert Cerney 
8-9-1991 Enclose porch,  Lloyd Ferguson Not Listed 
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519 Hoyt Lane    Winnetka, IL       (built 1961) 

The European charm of the structure reflects the signature style of the home's architect, 
Jerome Cerny, who was born in Chicago in 1901 and studied at the School of the Art 
Institute, the Armour Institute and Yale University. Early in his career, he worked for 
architects Benjamin Marshall and David Adler.  

Cerny travelled to the Normandy region of France where he sketched some of the 
rambling farmhouses of the area, and many of those details made their way into the 
country French-style homes he designed. Based in Lake Forest, Cerny was prolific in 
designing homes on Chicago's North Shore. After the Depression, his practice expanded 
into the 1950s and '60s when his designs began to appear in national publications such 
as House and Garden and Town and Country. 

Arthur E. Tatham, founder of Tatham-Laird & Kudner Inc. advertising agency, was the 
original owner and lived at 519 Hoyt for 30 years. During his lifetime, Tatham was 
honored as Chicago Advertising Man of the Year, and he served as board chairman on 
the American Association of Advertising Agencies.  
 
Because the house at 519 Hoyt Lane is a classic example of Jerome Cerny’s work, it 
might have been considered favorably for local landmark status based on its 
architectural significance. 
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Minutes adopted 3.4.2019 

LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 1 
EXCERPT OF FEBRUARY 4, 2019 MEETING MINUTES 2 

 3 
Members Present:                              Louise Holland, Chairperson 4 

Katie Comstock  5 
Chris Enck 6 
Laura Good 7 
Beth Ann Papoutsis     8 
Paul Weaver 9 

  10 
Non-Voting Member Present:          Bob Dearborn  11 
 12 
Members Absent:                               None  13 
  14 
Village Staff:                                      David Schoon, Director of Community Development  15 

Christopher Marx, Associate Planner 16 
  17 

*** 18 
 19 
Preliminary Review of the application for demolition of the single family residence at 519 20 
Hoyt Lane. Case No. 19-01. 21 
Bill Bickford, Northworks Architects, introduced himself to the Commission. Chairperson 22 
Holland identified the home as a Jerome Cerny house and asked Mr. Bickford if they planned to 23 
demolish the home and build on the site. Mr. Bickford confirmed that is correct. Chairperson 24 
Holland then stated the two homes to the north used to be 1.5 story homes. She asked if they 25 
planned to build something as large as those homes. Mr. Bickford responded it would be a two 26 
story home.  27 
 28 
A Commission Member asked if it would be a spec home and Mr. Bickford confirmed it is being 29 
built for a client. He identified his company as the architect and builder.  30 
 31 
Mr. Dearborn stated the Commission usually asks how long the home had been on the market 32 
and noted for the record, he has been in the home. He stated he would not have thought the 33 
home to be a teardown candidate but the block appeared to be a teardown block. Mr. 34 
Dearborn then stated this request relates to the Commission's concerns with regard to how 35 
long the home has been on the market and referred to the listing sheet. He stated the home 36 
had not been on the MLS for a long time and he understood the teardown request since the 37 
home is not large. Mr. Dearborn added the home fell in the camp of being unfortunate from a 38 
lot of perspectives.  39 
 40 
Chairperson Holland referred to the Historical Society comments. She asked if there was any 41 
comment from the audience. No comments were made at this time. Chairperson Holland then 42 
asked for the Commission Members' comments. Ms. Papoutsis referred to the Historical Society 43 
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comments and the fact the home could be considered notable in connection with the architect 1 
which should be considered with regard to an HAIS.  2 
 3 
Scott Knudsen, 505 Hoyt, stated he lives two doors down and he is concerned since they 4 
purchased their home two years ago and like the charm of the street. He then referred to a 5 
huge "party" home nearby and was not aware the street being considered a teardown street 6 
and they were asked if they were planning to tear their home down which offended him. Scott 7 
also stated if the new home would be a behemoth, it would result in Winnetka losing its charm.  8 
 9 
Andrea Eskandari, 521 Hoyt, described their street as small with a lot of foot traffic. She stated 10 
the interesting thing about their street related to its history in connection with the Hoyt name. 11 
Ms. Eskandari also referred to maintaining the charm and character of the street and referred 12 
to the property as a small parcel on the lake.  13 
 14 
Mr. Butz introduced himself as the neighbor to the south of the property. He asked how stable 15 
will the home be with regard to the bluff and how much of the building on the bluff will be 16 
visible. Chairperson Holland informed Mr. Butz the Commission can only give the applicant the 17 
right to demolish the home and plans have to be turned over to the Village which he will be 18 
able to examine. Mr. Schoon confirmed the plans will be made available for viewing in the 19 
Community Development Department and for any specific questions with regard to the 20 
construction of the home. Mr. Butz questioned how it would affect his property. Mr. Butz was 21 
informed the Community Development Department is available to answer any questions with 22 
regard to the building permit, etc. and for questions related to the specific design of the home, 23 
engineering, etc., he would be directed to Public Works.  24 
 25 
Mr. Schoon stated the purpose of tonight's meeting related only to the demolition of the home 26 
and the design is not within the purview of the Commission. Chairperson Holland urged Mr. 27 
Butz to make his concerns known to the Village and the builder. Mr. Bickford informed Mr. Butz 28 
they would be happy to meet with him.  29 
 30 
Elvira Butz, 515 Hoyt, stated they lived in their home for 50 years. She described the street as 31 
having charming small bungalows and informed the Commission they lived in the home the 32 
Hoyts built before it was torn down and their desire was to keep the homes low for everyone to 33 
have a view on each side. Mrs. Butz stated everyone knew each other and now there are many 34 
large homes. She then stated the plans for the new home do not fit in the neighborhood and 35 
would obstruct their view to the north. Chairperson Holland urged them to speak to the owner. 36 
Mrs. Butz asked would they get in touch with the property owner which she described as a non-37 
entity and whom they do not know. Chairperson Holland stated the Commission would urge 38 
the builder to get in touch with the owner to set up a meeting with the neighbors.  39 
 40 
Mr. Eskandari, 521 Hoyt, asked for an explanation of the process for today's meeting. 41 
Chairperson Holland stated the Commission's ordinance allowed them to consider the 42 
demolition request and if they feel it is necessary to have some history of the property in terms 43 
of who lived there and referred to Mr. Tathum of a large Chicago advertising agency. She stated 44 
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if the Commission felt there is a history to the home, they have the right to delay demolition for 1 
60 days and during that time, they can ask for an historical architectural impact study to be 2 
created an architectural historian so that if the home is demolished, they have a history as to 3 
what was there. Mr. Eskandari stated the home would be torn down regardless and Ms. Good 4 
confirmed that is correct unless the applicant can be convinced to change their minds. 5 
Chairperson Holland stated the ordinance gave them very little relief and informed everyone 6 
she told the Village Council two weeks ago they would not like to see demolitions in the Village, 7 
especially for historic homes or those designed by architects like Jerome Cerny. She reiterated 8 
for them to go to the Village Council to voice their comments. Mr. Eskandari asked what was 9 
the point of today's meeting and Chairperson Holland responded if the Commission felt there is 10 
historic value to the home, the Commission can delay demolition for 60 days. She noted it is 11 
private property and the builder has to abide by the Village's codes which is out of the 12 
Commission's control. Chairperson Holland reiterated if they do not like what is being built, for 13 
them to go to the Village Council and voice their concerns. She noted their ordinance did not 14 
give them the right to deny demolition. Chairperson Holland added the historic preservation 15 
ordinance was drafted in 1987 and went through many years of hardship and arguing. She then 16 
stated there was a referendum in 1994 as to whether to do away with the ordinance and it 17 
survived. Chairperson Holland also stated the Commission planned to discuss at tonight's 18 
meeting parts of the ordinance which can be changed.  19 
 20 
Mr. Eskandari asked who do the neighbors talk to other than the builder and owner with regard 21 
to the building process. Chairperson Holland responded the Community Development 22 
Department. Mr. Schoon stated the property owner has the right to tear down their home and 23 
as long as the home is constructed under the zoning requirements of the district and all 24 
building and engineering regulations, they can do that by right. Mr. Schoon stated he is not 25 
aware of any variations being requested and there will not be another public body considering 26 
the home's construction. He stated the audience members have a right to go to the Village 27 
Council to express their concerns but there is not a process by which the demolition of homes 28 
can be prevented and the public can comment to the Village Council their concern there are no 29 
such regulations. Chairperson Holland noted the Village Council met on the first and third 30 
Tuesday monthly with public comment being on the agenda. She also stated the Commission 31 
will be offering suggestions to the Village Council soon as to convince owners to rehab, 32 
reconstruct and remodel historic homes in the Village. Mr. Dearborn informed everyone there 33 
is a Village Council meeting tomorrow and also encouraged the neighbors to express their 34 
concerns.  35 
 36 
Kevin Burley questioned how the landmark status process worked and Chairperson Holland 37 
advised him of the process. She noted a local landmark even those on the National Register can 38 
be demolished and stated it is a problem of community rights and private property rights. 39 
Chairperson Holland stated the only structures in the Village which cannot be demolished are 40 
two national landmarks which are Crow Island School and the Lloyd home on Sheridan Road.  41 
 42 
Mr. Burley asked if there was another step prior to coming to the Commission to prevent 43 
demolition. Ms. Good stated with regard to saving historic properties from demolition, one way 44 
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would be for the owner to donate a legal easement to another entity such as the Commission. 1 
She stated the only other way to save homes is through the ordinance and if their ordinance 2 
was stronger, they could save these homes. Ms. Good stated the issues being raised by the 3 
neighbors is an example of property rights discussion and referred to owners who want to be 4 
able to do whatever they want with the property versus the neighbors who want to retain the 5 
character, view, etc. She stated this is what the Village Council needs to hear from neighbors 6 
coming forward and if enough of them came forward, the Village Council may consider making 7 
the ordinance stronger.  8 
 9 
Ms. Comstock commented the work done by the architect on this request has done great work 10 
on the North Shore and referred to the neighbors' concerns with regard to mass and size and 11 
homes which are not well designed. She suggested they also share that with the Village Council. 12 
Mr. Schoon stated the new plans for the home are available during business hours at the 13 
Community Development Department.  14 
 15 
Laura Knudsen, stated she has seen the design and it would be a beautiful home in the right 16 
setting. She informed the Commission the homes on Hoyt were built in the 1960's and work 17 
well together with the new home having a more modern look and would stand out. She 18 
described the subject property as one of the nicest homes on their street and may have the 19 
potential to be remodeled. She then stated if they have the option to delay demolition, it 20 
should be done to see what their options are. Ms. Papoutsis agreed a delay would allow time to 21 
explore different options. A gentleman in the audience stated the owner is not present to hear 22 
their comments about delaying demolition and discussing alternatives. Chairperson Holland 23 
stated they should convey to the property owner their concerns and they should not want to 24 
build something on Hoyt without talking to the neighbors.  25 
 26 
Jack Rosenthal stated with regard to a 60 day delay and the HAIS, she referred to page 5, from 27 
paragraph 8 and 9, and the fact that Mr. Amboian performed his own research. She asked if 28 
that research would be duplicated. Mr. Weaver stated the applicant would hire an historian 29 
specifically to look historically at the home and it would be a customized study specific to a 30 
certain location. He also stated even though there is another study done at another home in 31 
Winnetka, they would start from scratch. Ms. Rosenthal questioned whether homes designed 32 
by a certain architect which are historically significant can be torn down. Chairperson Holland 33 
reiterated the Commission's hands are tied and referred to homes built by significrant 34 
architects such as the Adler home and homes which have preservation easements on them and 35 
cannot be torn down. She identified the home as 777 Burr. Chairperson Holland then stated on 36 
May 17 and 18, 2019, the Village would have its annual tour of all of the Village's landmarks and 37 
since it is the 150th birthday of the Village, she urged everyone to attend the trolley tour as 38 
well as to come to the Community House on March 10, 2019 where there will be a special 39 
program to hear Jeffrey Baer speak with regard to Winnetka's history.  40 
 41 
Mr. Dearborn informed the audience they are not raising a new issue and the Village has been 42 
dealing with beautiful homes leaving the community and they are very concerned about it. He 43 
stated the Commission is in the process of attempting to move the ball along and referred to 44 
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the property rights of those living around these homes. Mr. Dearborn stated the Fergusons sold 1 
the home quickly and while they are not aware of the circumstances, he referred to other 2 
homes in the Village which may face the same potential circumstances unless they can make 3 
the ordinance stronger. He stated while it is frustrating, going to the Village Council is the only 4 
way people will be heard. Mr. Dearborn referred to another home which was on the market for 5 
two years and is being demolished and stated more of these types of demolitions would occur 6 
unless they are able to make some progress on this front.  7 
 8 
Ms. Good commended the children for speaking and stated if they feel strongly, there are a lot 9 
of things they can do to bring attention to this matter. She also commented if they were to 10 
show up at the Village Council meeting, that would carry a lot of weight. A gentleman in the 11 
audience asked if there were other communities which have the ability to prevent demolition 12 
of historic homes. Mr. Enck stated there is a lot of variation in the northern suburbs and the 13 
length of delays is different. Ms. Papoutsis referred to communities which have certified and 14 
honorary landmarks. She noted they have been exploring that and President Rintz requested a 15 
study in order to educate the Village Council Members with regard to what other communities 16 
are doing. Ms. Papoutsis stated a draft will be presented to the Village Council.  17 
 18 
Chairperson Holland stated Ms. Papoutsis researched 11 communities and it is a very involved 19 
matrix in terms of what other communities do and what their delays are which the Commission 20 
will discuss at this meeting along with recommendations to the Village Council to change the 21 
ordinance. She asked if there were any other comments. No additional comments were made 22 
at this time. Chairperson Holland then asked for a motion to request an HAIS.  23 
 24 
A motion was made by Ms. Comstock to request an HAIS and the motion was seconded by Ms. 25 
Papoutsis. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.  26 
AYES:   Comstock, Enck, Good, Holland, Papoutsis, Weaver 27 
NAYS:   None 28 
NON-VOTING: Dearborn 29 
 30 

*** 31 
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