
 
Village of Winnetka 

 Historic Preservation Commission Regular Meeting 
  

 
March 3, 2025 at 7:00 PM 

Winnetka Village Hall - 510 Green Bay Road 
 

 

NOTICE 
 

Public comment is permitted on all agenda items at the meeting.  If you wish to provide testimony or comments 
prior to the meeting, you may provide them one of two ways: (1) by sending an email to planning@winnetka.org; or 
by sending a letter to Community Development, Village of Winnetka, 510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, IL  60093.  All 
agenda materials are available at www.villageofwinnetka.org/agendacenter.  

The Village of Winnetka, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, requests that persons with 
disabilities, who require certain accommodations to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting or have 
questions about the accessibility of the meeting or facilities contact the Village ADA Coordinator at 510 Green Bay 
Road, Winnetka, Illinois 60093, (Telephone (847) 716-3543; T.D.D. (847) 501-6041). 
 
 

AGENDA 
1. Call to Order 
2. Public Comments 
3. Approval of Minutes 
  a. Approval of January 6, 2025, Regular Meeting Minutes 
4. Historical Architectural Impact Studies (HAIS) 
  a. Case No. 24-12-HPC - 760 Cherry Street (extended from the February 3, 2025, meeting 

cancellation): Review of the Historic Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) attached 
to the demolition permit for the single-family residence at 760 Cherry Street. 

5. Demolition Permit Applications 
  a. Case No. 25-03-HPC - 326 Ridge Avenue: Review of the demolition permit 

application for the single-family residence at 326 Ridge Avenue. 
  b. Case No. 25-04-HPC - 945 Pine Tree Lane: Review of the demolition permit 

application for the single-family residence at 945 Pine Tree Lane. 
6. Historical Architectural Impact Studies (HAIS) 
  a. Case No. 24-20-HPC - 1099 Fisher Lane: Review of the Historic Architectural 

Impact Study (HAIS) attached to the demolition permit for the single-family 
residence at 1099 Fisher Lane.  

7. Other Business 
  a. April 7, 2025, Regular Meeting - Quorum Check 
  b. 2025 Preservation Awards - Call For Nominations 
  c. Monthly Communications for HPC - Discussion and Content Decision 
8. Adjournment 
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1 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
2 JANUARY 6, 2025 MEETING MINUTES
3
4 Members Present:                            Jack Coladarci, Chairman
5 Chris Enck
6 Beth Ann Papoutsis    
7 Joseph Stuart 
8 Paul Weaver
9  

10 Members Absent:                              None
11
12 Non-Voting Members Present:       Kim Handler  
13
14 Junior Commissioner Present: Louis Zaransky
15   
16 Village Staff: Christopher Marx, Associate Planner
17  
18 Call to Order & Roll Call:
19 Chairman Coladarci called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. Roll call was taken of the Commission Members 
20 present. 
21
22 Public Comment:
23 No public comment was made at this time. Mr. Marx informed the Commission one additional public 
24 correspondence relating to 557 Orchard Lane was received after the agenda packet was published. Chairman 
25 Coladarci confirmed it would be included as part of the record. 
26
27 Approval of Minutes:
28 Chairman Coladarci asked if there were any comments or corrections or for a motion to approve the December 2, 
29 2024 meeting minutes. Mr. Weaver clarified a comment made on page 2, line 1. A motion to approve the 
30 December 2, 2024 minutes, as amended, was made by Mr. Enck and seconded by Mr. Weaver. A vote was taken 
31 and the motion unanimously passed, 5 to 0:
32 AYES: Coladarci, Enck, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 
33 NAYS: None 
34 NON-VOTING: Zaransky
35
36 Demolition Permit Applications:
37 a. Case No. 25-01-HPC - 557 Orchard Lane: Review of the demolition permit application for the single-
38 family residence at 557 Orchard Lane. 
39 Mr. Marx identified the property owners, the property’s size, location and zoning classification along with an 
40 approximate 1912 date of construction, according to the Winnetka Historical Society. He stated the property is not 
41 included with the Illinois Historic Structures Listing. He also said that the Winnetka Historical Society determined 
42 the property has no architectural or historical significance. Mr. Marx noted two public comments were received 
43 which he identified for the Commission and asked if there were any questions. Chairman Coladarci asked if the 
44 home is occupied and Mr. Marx responded that the applicant can confirm. No additional questions were raised at 
45 this time. 
46
47 Katherine Kirkpatrick stated she and her husband, Nicholas Bos, live at 561 Orchard Lane and purchased the home 
48 in August 2021 which has been uninhabited since January 2021. She described the home’s dilapidated condition 
49 and foundation issues which are not salvageable. Ms. Kirkpatrick stated the reason for the demolition request is 
50 that they want to have space for both sets of parents to occupy the home with them in the addition they plan to 
51 build. She stated they planned to work with the Village to ensure the plans are acceptable to them and the 
52 neighbors and asked if there were any questions. 
53
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1 Chairman Coladarci asked if they planned to consolidate both lots. Ms. Kirkpatrick confirmed that is correct and 
2 would apply for a setback variance on the property’s west side. She then described the project timeline for the 
3 Commission. To clarify, the applicants plan to consolidate both lots with the newer home using both properties. 
4
5 Chairman Coladarci asked if there were any other questions. No additional questions were raised at this time. He 
6 then called the matter in for discussion. 
7
8 Chairman Coladarci asked the Commission if they felt the home deserved an HAIS or for a motion to approve the 
9 demolition request with the finding that the property has no historic or architectural significance. A motion as 

10 stated by Chairman Coladarci was made by Mr. Enck and seconded by Mr. Weaver. A vote was taken and the 
11 motion unanimously passed, 5 to 0:
12 AYES: Coladarci, Enck, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 
13 NAYS: None 
14 NON-VOTING: Zaransky
15
16 Case No. 25-02-HPC - 499 Sheridan Road: Review of the demolition permit application for the single-family 
17 residence at 499 Sheridan Road
18 Mr. Marx identified the applicant, the property’s size, location and zoning classification with a 1965 date of 
19 construction and subsequent additions. He stated the property is not a part of the Illinois Historic Structures Listing 
20 and that no public comment was received. Mr. Marx then asked if there were any questions. Mr. Enck questioned 
21 the access roads identified as Sheridan Road. Mr. Marx provided clarification and described the lot’s dimensions, 
22 aerial photographs and frontage as well as a demolition permit that was previously reviewed for a neighboring 
23 property. No additional questions were raised at this time. 
24
25 Bill Murphy introduced himself as the architect representing the property owner and explained the prior project 
26 scope. He stated once the subject property became available, the owner decided to consolidate both properties 
27 and build the same home originally planned for 473 Sheridan Road, except situated a little further to the north to 
28 benefit the surrounding neighborhood. Mr. Murphy informed the Commission that the home is not dilapidated 
29 and the goal is to join the properties in the same manner as they were before the property was subdivided in the 
30 1960’s. He stated Oak Street would be the front yard and they are working through various zoning conditions. Mr. 
31 Murphy added the future home would be sited to the east of a utility easement at the rear of the existing home. 
32 He then asked if there were any questions. 
33
34 Chairman Coladarci questioned if there is an HOA. Mr. Murphy responded there is although it may not be active. 
35 Mr. Enck asked if the new home would be sited where 473 Sheridan Road is located with 499 Sheridan Road 
36 becoming open space. Mr. Murphy confirmed that is correct and referred to a map illustration in the agenda 
37 packet for the Commission’s review. Ms. Papoutsis asked what the approximate square footage of the new home 
38 would be. Mr. Murphy estimated it would be 7,000 square feet which represented half the amount of what it 
39 could be for the size of the proposed consolidated lot. Mr. Weaver asked if the current ownership is the same as 
40 the submitted demo permit for the neighboring property of 473 Sheridan Road. Mr. Murphy confirmed that is 
41 correct. He stated the home would have a more modern, Mediterranean appearance and described its proposed 
42 detailing. Mr. Murphy added potential fencing has not been finalized. Mr. Zaransky asked with regard to the bluff, 
43 if the architecture and stair cases are original from both homes before it was subdivided. Mr. Murphy confirmed 
44 that is correct and that it would remain. No additional questions were raised at this time. 
45
46 Chairman Coladarci called the matter in for discussion and asked the Commission if they felt the home warranted 
47 an HAIS. Mr. Enck referred to the Historical Society’s findings. Chairman Coladarci then asked for a motion to 
48 approve the demolition request for 499 Sheridan Road based on the home’s lack of architectural and historical 
49 significance. A motion as stated by Chairman Coladarci was made by Mr. Weaver and seconded by Ms. Papoutsis. 
50 A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 5 to 0:
51 AYES: Coladarci, Enck, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 
52 NAYS: None 
53 NON-VOTING: Zaransky
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1
2 Other Business:
3 a. February 3, 2025 Meeting – Quorum Check.
4 The Commission Members discussed their availability. 
5
6 Mr. Marx advised the Commission Members of the HAIS submission deadline and the next meeting’s possible 
7 agenda items. Chairman Coladarci then asked if the Winnetka Historical Society can provide clearer photos in the 
8 preliminary review information for the future.  Mr. Marx provided an explanation as for the varying resolution and 
9 image quality in documents that are shared with the Commission.  

10
11 The Commission Members discussed at length the status of 246 Sheridan which is a vacant lot and future plans for 
12 the property. Mr. Marx noted that a property that took advantage of the GFA bonus would soon be included in the 
13 Village’s seasonal newsletter. He then asked if the Commission was still interested in drafting a communications 
14 piece about the Crow Island School addition as had been previously discussed. Mr. Enck provided an update and 
15 stated it may be too soon for that item. Mr. Marx suggested the item could be held until the matter is finalized. 
16
17 Mr. Weaver asked for clarification with regard to item no. 8. Mr. Marx provided a summary with regard to past 
18 HAIS reports and their availability to the general public. Mr. Weaver stated he can have a discussion with the 
19 Winnetka Historical Society about making their archives more immediately accessible to individuals wanting to 
20 access them. Chairman Coladarci referred to the prior suggestion of having a link on the Village’s website which 
21 contained HAIS reports. Mr. Marx responded logistics have to be investigated in terms of redacting personal 
22 information, etc. 
23
24 Adjournment:
25 Chairman Coladarci asked for a motion to adjourn. A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Weaver and seconded by 
26 Mr. Enck. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed, 5 to 0:
27 AYES: Coladarci, Enck, Papoutsis, Stuart, Weaver 
28 NAYS: None 
29 NON-VOTING: Zaransky
30 The meeting adjourned at 7:59 p.m. 
31
32 Respectfully submitted,
33
34 Antionette Johnson
35 Recording Secretary
36

Page 4 of 538



     COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
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MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA 

TO: HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE: FEBRUARY 27, 2025

SUBJECT: 760 CHERRY STREET - HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT 
STUDY (CASE NO. 24-12-HPC) 

INTRODUCTION
Meeting Date March 3, 2025 (extended from the February 3, 2025, meeting 

cancellation 
Commission Action Determine (1) whether the HAIS is complete; (2) whether 

the proposed demolition will have a significant negative 
architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a 
whole or on the immediate neighborhood; and (3) whether 
demolition should be delayed in order to explore 
alternatives to total demolition.

Historic and Architectural Impact Study 
(HAIS)

Prepared by Jean Guarino of Guarino Historic Resource 
Documentation (the “Consultant”) and dated January 8, 
2025. The Consultant’s conclusions regarding their evaluation 
of the structure’s historic significance and architectural 
significance can be found on page 2 of the HAIS. The 
Consultant’s conclusions regarding the neighborhood impact 
can be found on pages 11-12 of the HAIS (See Attachment A).

Preliminary Historical and Architectural 
Review

August 5, 2024, by a vote of 4-0, required submittal of an 
HAIS.

Property Address 760 Cherry Street (See Attachment C – Aerial Map)
Property Owner Grace Presbyterian Church of the North Shore
Application Submitted by Grace Presbyterian Church of the North Shore, represented 

by Kendall Lettinga
Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet

Completed

Newspaper Notice The meeting was properly noticed in the Winnetka Talk on 
January 16, 2025.  

Public Comments as of Date of Memo As of the date of this memo, staff has not received any written 
comment from the public regarding this application. 

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Comments on HAIS

WHS finds the HAIS complete and agrees with the HAIS 
assessment that the house maintains architectural 
significance. (See Attachment B).

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Size 0.17 acres
Location South side of Cherry Street between Linden Street and Ridge 

Avenue 
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Improvements Single-family residence with a detached garage
Zoning R-5 Single Family Residential 
Surrounding Zoning R-5 Single Family Residential 

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment D, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment E, WHS Research

Constructed 1921
Additional Construction Activity 1921 - Build a one-story frame residence and garage, 2024 - 

Alter and add to one-and-a-half solid brick single-family 
dwelling

Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing No
Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) WHS research indicates that the property has historical and 

architectural significance. See attached report from the WHS 
provided in Attachment C for details.

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
Other Permits for New Primary Structures on 
Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley)

None

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise 
impacts in the neighborhood.

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted

The property owner intends to add vehicular parking spaces 
and construct a new addition to the main church 
congregation building. The applicant has also submitted other 
necessary applications for the proposed plans including a 
special use permit, certificate of appropriateness, and zoning 
variations that will require review by the Plan Commission, 
Design Review Board, and Zoning Board of Appeals, and then 
ultimately approval by the Village Council. A building permit 
application has not been received at this time, although a 
submission is anticipated subject to the outcomes of the 
respective board and commission approvals. The respective 
applications for the proposal are still under review with their 
respective boards and commissions. 

DEMOLITION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

The Commission may order the issuance of a demolition delay of a historic or architecturally 
significant structure for up to but not exceeding 270 days from the date the Commission determines 
that an applicant is required to submit an HAIS for the structure the applicant wishes to demolish.

If after reviewing the HAIS the HPC determines the home is significant and a delay should be issued, 
at that time the Commission may issue a demolition delay up to but not exceeding 270 days from 
August 5, 2024.

COMMISSION REVIEW

In making its determination regarding the historical and architectural impact of the subject property, 
the Landmark Preservation Commission shall consider the following:
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a. the historic and architectural impact study prepared pursuant to the foregoing Section 
15.52.050;

b. the preliminary property history study prepared pursuant to Section 15.52.040;
c. comments of the Winnetka Historical Society on the application and study; and
d. any other information, comment or evidence received by the Commission at the impact 

determination meeting or at the preliminary review meeting.

Prior to making a determination, the Commission must first determine if it finds the Historical 
Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) complete. If the HPC determines that the HAIS filed by the 
Applicant is incomplete or otherwise insufficient to enable the HPC to make a determination as to the 
impact of the proposed demolition, the HPC may direct the Applicant to complete, amend or 
supplement the report and may continue the impact determination meeting pending the Applicant’s 
filing of a complete application.

If the Commission does find the HAIS complete, a Commission member may make one of the two 
following motions (a) the Building and/or Property Lacks Sufficient Historic or Architectural 
Significance or (b) Delay of Demolition:

Building and/or Property Lacks Sufficient Historic or Architectural Significance

The Commission finds that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 760 Cherry Street 
prepared by Guarino Historic Resources Documentation is complete and that the proposed 
demolition will not have a significant negative architectural or historical impact on either the 
Village as a whole or on the immediate neighborhood. Based upon these findings, the 
demolition may proceed without a delay.

Delay of Demolition 

The Commission finds that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 760 Cherry Street 
prepared by Guarino Historic Resources Documentation is complete and that the building or 
structure is considered to be historically or architecturally significant as it meets one or more of 
the following standards [Commission member should note which of the following standards 
should be included in the motion]:

(1) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design without regard to the time built 
or historic associations;

(2) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design that is not the result of a change 
or a series of changes in the original structure; 

(3) the structure exemplifies an architectural style, construction technique or building type once 
common in the Village;

(4) the structure exhibits an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or construction technique 
that contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as an accent or counterpart; or 

(5) that the property has been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the Village 
Code, has been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey conducted 
under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation, or has been listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places or the Illinois Register of Historic Places  

The Commission finds that the proposed demolition will have a significant negative architectural 
or historical impact on either the Village as a whole or on the immediate neighborhood due to 
the following architecturally or historically significant aspects of the structure:

1. [Commission member to fill in] 
2. __________________________________________________________________
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Preservation alternatives to the demolition of the structure include:

1. [Commission member to fill in].
2. __________________________________________________________________

Based upon these findings, the demolition must be delayed for a period of up to 270 days from 
August 5, 2024, in order to explore alternatives to total demolition. Demolition of the structure 
may not occur prior to May 2, 2025.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment A: HAIS prepared by Guarino Historic Resources Documentation 
Attachment B: Historical Society HAIS Comments
Attachment C: GIS Aerial Map
Attachment D: Preliminary Property History Study
Attachment E: Historical Society Research
Attachment F: Application Materials
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HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT STUDY (HAIS): 

THE JAMES E. AND KATHRYN FONDA HOUSE AT 760 CHERRY STREET 

WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

Built 1921-22 

Architect: Howard Bowen 

HAIS PREPARED BY: 

Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D. 

Guarino Historic Resources Documentation 

844 Home Avenue 

Oak Park, IL  60304 

708.386.1142 

guarinojl@gmail.com | jeanguarino.com 

Submitted to the Village of Winnetka on January 8, 2025 

ATTACHMENT A
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Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the James E. and Kathryn Fonda House, 760 Cherry Street, Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 

Submitted January 8, 2025     2 

Synopsis of Findings of Significance 

 

The Fonda House at 760 Cherry Street in Winnetka does not possess statewide or national 

architectural significance, nor does it possess local, statewide, or national historic significance. 

However, it does possess local architectural significance as a work by architect Howard Bowen, 

a Wilmette resident who designed at least 35 buildings in Winnetka during the 1920s, 29 of 

which are extant, as well as many other buildings in Chicago’s North Shore suburbs. His 

residential work in Winnetka includes “The Chimneys,” a picturesque multi-family building at 

150-162 Green Bay Road. The Fonda House is a fine example of an Arts and Crafts style brick 

bungalow, a type unusual in Winnetka, and among Bowen’s repertoire, which typically feature 

medium-sized houses that are two stories in height and designed in restrained versions of the 

Colonial and Tudor Revival styles. 

 

Owners of the house at 760 Cherry Street 

 

Name Period of 

Ownership 

Dr. James Everett Fonda and Kathryn Fonda 1920 to 1931 

Dorothy Luebbe 1931 to 1932 

Dr. Arthur V. Thorsen and Leora Thorsen 1932-1952 

J.R. and Harriette W. Starr, Harriette W. Starr Land Trust 1952-1987 

Alister and Barbara MacDonald 1987-2023 

Grace Presbyterian Church 2023 to present  

 

Property owners were identified through a title search (Cook County Tract Book No. 249B, pp. 

150-154) as well as property records on the Cook County Clerk’s website: 

https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/recordings 

 

James Everett Fonda (“Everett”) and Kathryn Fonda 

 

The house at 760 Cherry Street was built in 1921-22 for James Everett Fonda (Everett) (1889-

1972) and his wife, Kathryn (Hansen) Fonda (1891-1949). Everett Fonda was born on December 

16, 1889, in North Platte, Nebraska, the son of James and Nellie Fonda. He received a degree in 

dentistry from the University of Nebraska and then undertook a three-year graduate course in his 

field at the University of Illinois.1  

 

In 1917, the 28-year-old Everett worked for himself as a dentist in Winnetka and lived at 1098 

Spruce Street. He enjoyed a “very lucrative practice” at the time of his marriage to Kathryn 

Hansen, which took place on December 31 of that year. Hansen, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. F. 

William Hansen of 2060 Humboldt Boulevard in Chicago, was described in the couple’s 

marriage announcement as a “very talented young lady,” who was a “graduate of the Chicago 

 
1  Ancestry.com. U.S., World War I Draft Cards for Young Men; U.S. Census for 1900; “Dr. Everett Fonda 

Weds Chicago Young Lady,” The North Platte Semi-Weekly Tribune (North Platte, Nebraska) (4 January 1918).  
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Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the James E. and Kathryn Fonda House, 760 Cherry Street, Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 

Submitted January 8, 2025     3 

high school, and later took a course in one of the well-known women’s colleges in the east.”  The 

couple rented a house at 797 Elm Street in Winnetka following their marriage.2  

 

Everett Fonda obtained a building permit on December 13, 1921, to construct a 1 ½ story brick 

bungalow at 760 Cherry Street and hired Howard Bowen as the architect. Bowen also designed 

three houses on the 800 block of Cherry Street in 1921 (803, 807 and 811). The Fondas lived in 

the house at 760 Cherry Street with their son James (b. 1922) until 1932, when they relocated to 

a house at 808 Green Bay Road in Winnetka.3  

 

Everett Fonda maintained an independent dentistry practice in Winnetka throughout his career, 

with an office at 797 Elm Street. In 1943 he served as an officer for the North Suburban branch 

of the Chicago Dental Society. He also served as a charter member and president of the 

Winnetka Rotary Club. Kathryn Fonda died in 1949 at the age of 58. Everett Fonda resided in his 

house at 808 Green Bay Road until 1969, after which time he moved to Deerfield Beach, Florida. 

He died in 1967 at the age of 82.4 

 

Arthur Valdimar Thorsen and Leora Thorsen 

 

Arthur V. Thorsen (1890-1975) was born on October 16, 1890, in Winnetka, the son of Ole and 

Johanne (Anderson) Thorsen, both of whom were natives of Norway. He lived with his parents 

and his sister, Mabel, in a house at 358 Winnetka Avenue in 1910. Thorsen graduated from 

Northwestern University in 1914 and lived with his mother and sister in a house at 695 Hill Road 

in Winnetka in 1920. Arthur and Leora Thorsen (1895-1968) married in 1926. The couple 

purchased the house at 760 Cherry Street in Winnetka in 1932, presumably as an investment 

property, as they also owned a courtyard apartment building at 1630 W. Columbia Avenue in 

Chicago, where they lived from 1930 until 1942. They presumably rented out their house at 760 

Cherry Street during that period.5  

 

In January 1942, Arthur Thorsen petitioned the Winnetka Village Council to change the zoning 

for the house at 760 Cherry Street from single-family to a multi-family so that he and his wife 

could occupy the second floor and presumably rent out the first floor. Thorsen’s petition was 

denied, as stated in a letter addressed to him by the Village Manager, as such an arrangement 

“was not considered to be for the best interest to the village.”6  

   

Arthur Thorsen received a building permit on March 24, 1942, to “alter and add” to his house at 

760 Cherry Street. The alterations were unspecified but may have involved the conversion of the 

 
2  Ancestry.com. U.S., World War I Draft Cards for Young Men; Ancestry.com. Cook County, Illinois, 

Marriage Index, 1871-1920; “Dr. Everett Fonda Weds Chicago Young Lady,” The North Platte Semi-Weekly 

Tribune (North Platte, Nebraska) (4 January 1918); U.S. Census for 1920.  
3  Village of Winnetka Building Permits; U.S. Census for 1930; Cook County Tract Book 249B, pp. 150-154.  
4  “Dr. J.E. Fonda to Head Dentist Group for Ensuing Year,” Winnetka Talk (14 April 1943); U.S. Census for 

1940 and 1950; Ancestry.com. U.S., World War II Draft Cards for Young Men; “Fonda,” Chicago Tribune (20 

November 1949); “Fonda,” Fort Lauderdale News (Fort Lauderdale, Florida) (21 March 1972).  
5  U.S. Census for 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930, 1940; Ancestry.com. U.S., School Yearbooks, 1900-2016; Cook 

County Tract Book 249B, pp. 150-154; Ancestry.com. U.S., World War II Draft Cards for Young Men. 
6  Village Manager, Winnetka, to Arthur V. Thorsen, January 21, 1942.  
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Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the James E. and Kathryn Fonda House, 760 Cherry Street, Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 

Submitted January 8, 2025     4 

house to a two-flat, including the reconfiguration of the upper floor plan to accommodate an 

apartment with a kitchen. Arthur and Leora Thorsen occupied the upper floor apartment of their 

house at 760 Cherry Street in 1950, according to the U.S. Census for 1950. The first-floor 

apartment was occupied in that year by James R. and Harriette Starr—who purchased the house 

from the Thorsens in 1952—as well as by James Starr’s mother, Florence, and a nurse.  

 

Arthur Thorsen was a dentist and maintained an office at 526 Green Bay Road in Winnetka. He 

initially worked independently and later established a partnership under the firm name of 

Thorsen & Newell, which lasted from the 1940s until his retirement in the mid-1950s. In June 

1953, Arthur received a plaque by the “N” Men’s Club of Northwestern University at its annual 

meeting. The Thorsens later moved to Winter Park, Florida, where Leora Thorsen died in 1968 at 

the age of 73.  Arthur Thorsen subsequently returned to Winnetka, where he died in 1975 at the 

age of 85.7 

 

James Ralph Starr and Harriette W. Starr 

 

James R. Starr (1892-1960) and his wife, Harriette (Walters) Starr (1898-1993), purchased the 

house at 760 Cherry Street in 1952. James R. Starr was born on March 20, 1892, the son of 

Arthur Parley Starr and Florence Starr. Arthur Starr was president of the Chicago State Bank for 

many years and later served as a real estate agent in Chicago. James Starr lived with his parents, 

two siblings, and a servant in Racine, Wisconsin, in 1900. The family moved to Chicago by 1910 

and lived in a house at 6059 Kenwood Avenue in the city’s Hyde Park community.8 

 

James Starr married Harriette Walters on November 4, 1919, in Evanson, where Harriette lived 

with her parents. Her father, Frank Walters, served as general manager for the Northwestern 

Railroad in Omaha until relocating to Chicago in 1918 to serve as a vice president for that 

company.9  

 

James and Harriette Starr lived at 718 Sherman Avenue in Evanston in 1920. The couple had two 

children: Ralph (b. 1922) and Dorothy (b. 1924). The Starr family relocated to a house at 320 

Raleigh Road in Kenilworth by 1930, where they resided with a live-in servant. Ralph Starr 

attended Duke University prior to serving in a U.S. Navy during World War II and married in 

1946. Dorothy Starr attended DePauw University, worked with the U.S. Navy at the Glenview 

air base during World War II, and married in 1947.10  

 

In 1950, with both of their children married, James and Harriette Starr relocated from Kenilworth 

to the house at 760 Cherry Street in Winnetka, where they resided in the first-floor rental 

 
7  Village of Winnetka phone directories for varying years; Ancestry.com. U.S., World War II Draft Cards for 

Young Men; “Dr. Thorsen Honored by ‘N’ Men,” Winnetka Talk (11 June 1953); “Mrs. Leora Thorsen,” The 

Orlando Sentinel (Orlando, Florida) (24 March 1968); “Thorsen,” Chicago Tribune (29 October 1975).  
8  U.S. Census for 1900 and 1910; “Mrs. Starr of Tama is Dead at 101,” The Courier (Waterloo, Iowa) (5 

November 1962).  
9  Ancestry.com. Cook County, Illinois, Marriage Index, 1871-1920; “Frank Walters, Former Railway 

Official, Is Dead,” Chicago Tribune (27 February 1941).  
10 U.S. Census for 1920, 1930, and 1940; Chicago Tribune (16 March 1946); Chicago Tribune (4 September 

1946); Chicago Tribune (19 June 1947).  
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apartment with James’ 89-year-old mother and a 66-year-old nurse. Arthur and Leora Thorsen, 

the property owners, lived in the upstairs apartment. The Starrs purchased the house at 760 

Cherry Street house in 1952, and it appears that the couple continued to reside on the first floor; 

an individual named F.A. Gerould also resided at this address in 1954, according to the Winnetka 

phone directory from that year.11  

 

James Starr was a real estate and insurance broker with extensive interests in Nebraska. He 

maintained an office at 1 North LaSalle Street in Chicago until his retirement in 1955. James 

Starr died suddenly of a heart attack in 1960 at the age of 69.  His obituary in the Harlan County 

Journal of Alma, Nebraska, stated that “Mr. Starr was widely known in Alma [Nebraska] and 

this community, having spent considerable time here looking after real estate interests in the 

county.”  Harriett Starr was vice president of Quinlan & Tyson, Inc., real estate firm, and 

manager of its Winnetka Office in 1960. She remained in the house at 760 Cherry Street until 

1987 and later moved to Evanston, where she died in 1993 at the age of 95.12  

 

Alister and Barbara Jean MacDonald 

 

The house at 760 Cherry Street continued to serve as a two-flat during the ownership of Alister 

MacDonald (1927-2023) and his wife, Barbara Jean MacDonald (1934-2023), who purchased it 

1987, presumably as an investment property. The MacDonalds were married in February 1960s, 

and they raised their three sons in Chicago, and later, Wilmette, where they lived in a house as 

1235 Ashland Avenue. Correspondence between the Village of Winnetka and Mr. MacDonald 

from the late 1980s and early 1990s indicates that a basement apartment existed in the house at 

760 Cherry Street during that period, which Village officials required to be vacated.13  

 

 

 

  

 
11  U.S. Census for 1950; Cook County Tract Book 249B, pp. 150-154; Village of Winnetka phone directory, 

1954.  
12  “James Ralph Starr Died Suddenly,” Harlan County Journal (Alma, Nebraska) (29 December 1960); 

“Starr,” Chicago Tribune (5 September 1993).  
13            Alister MacDonald obituary in: https://www.donnellanfuneral.com/obituaries/Alister-

MacDonald?obId=27054178; Barbara Jean MacDonald, Chicago Tribune (15 January 2017). Letters from the 

Village Manager of Winnetka to Alister MacDonald dated August 9, 1988, September 16, 1992, and December 17, 

1992, on file at the Winnetka Village Hall, in the building file for 760 Cherry Street.  

Page 13 of 538

https://www.donnellanfuneral.com/obituaries/Alister-MacDonald?obId=27054178
https://www.donnellanfuneral.com/obituaries/Alister-MacDonald?obId=27054178


 

Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the James E. and Kathryn Fonda House, 760 Cherry Street, Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 

Submitted January 8, 2025     6 

Narrative Description of the Fonda House 

 

 

P.I.N.:  05-20-223-002-0000 

 

Legal Description for 760 Cherry Street:  The East 62 ½ feet of the North 120 feet (exclusive of 

streets) of the Northwest Quarter of Block 51 in C.E. Peck’s Subdivision of the Northeast 

Quarter of Section 20 and the North Half of Section 21, Township 42 North, Range 13, East of 

the Third Principal Meridian, in Cook County, Illinois.  

 

Construction Date:  1921-22 

 

Copies of the two building permits identified below are attached to the end of this report. 

 

Permit Date Owner Action Architect 

12-13-21 J.E. Fonda Build a one-story and basement frame 

residence and garage 

H. Bowen 

3-24-1942 Dr. & Mrs. A.V. 

Thorsen 

Alter and add to a 1 ½ story and 

basement solid brick single family 

dwelling at a cost of $1,500 

R.K. Rasmussen 

 

 

House Description:    

The Fonda House is located on a rectangular parcel on the south side of Cherry Street that 

measures 120 feet north-south and 62.5 feet east-west. The north-facing residence is set back 

about 13 feet from the sidewalk and approached via a concrete walkway. A concrete driveway 

accessed from Cherry Street leads to a two-car garage at the southeast corner of the property. 

The garage mimics the appearance of the house. Its walls are sheathed in brownish/orange face 

brick as well as stucco detailed with vertical wood banding (loft area) and has multi-paned wood 

casement windows arranged in pairs; a metal overhead door on its north façade; and a jerkinhead 

roof with overhanging eaves covered with clay barrel tiles. The property has a grassy front lawn, 

a small rear yard with the remnant of a patio once covered with pavers, and a flagstone path 

along the west side of the house.  

 

The 1 ½ story brick Arts and Crafts style brick bungalow, built in 1921-22 and designed by 

Howard Bowen, has a rectangular footprint, and its brownish/orange brick walls are laid in a 

running bond. The upper level of the front and rear facades, and the east and west wall dormers, 

are sheathed in stucco detailed with vertical wood banding. The main body of the house and its 

wall dormers have jerkinhead roofs covered with clay barrel tiles and feature wide eave 

overhangs. The front living room bay and the projecting two-story rear wing have flat roofs. 

Fenestration is comprised of wood-frame, six-over-one windows unless otherwise noted. 

Windows are arranged alone, in pairs, or in groups of three. Basement fenestration is comprised 

of awning windows, each of which is divided into three panes by wood muntins.  
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The north (front) façade has a flat-roof, projecting living room bay with a group of three 

windows across the front that are partially obscured by tall hedges and a pair of windows on each  

side, and a wide, unadorned wood frieze band. This projecting bay is flanked by a single tall 

window on the east and the front entrance on the west. The entrance features a round-arch wood 

paneled door with a round-arch leaded glass window in the upper portion, has a simple Classical 

wood surround, and is accessed by a flight of concrete stairs. The upper portion of the north 

façade has a group of three windows. 

 

The east façade has four basement windows and an exterior brick chimney with two clay 

chimney pots at its north end. First floor fenestration on the east façade consists of three 

windows that illuminate the dining room as well as a single one-over-one window and a pair of 

one-over-one windows that illuminate the kitchen. Two wall dormers are on the east facade, one 

with a pair of windows and the other with a group of three windows.  

 

The south (rear) façade has a flat-roof, two-story wing with one room on each floor that likely 

originally served as first and second floor sun porches but were later used as bedrooms. The first 

floor of this wing has a group of three windows on each side, while its second floor has a pair of 

windows on each side. The south façade also has a wood paneled door, a pair of one-over-one 

windows on the first floor that illuminate the pantry, and a single window on the second floor.  

 

The west façade has four basement windows; a pair of windows, three single windows, and a 

round-arch window with diamond-pane leaded glass on the first floor; and a wall dormer with 

three windows, one of which is one-over-one.  

 

The first-floor plan includes an entrance vestibule with front staircase; a living room with bay; a 

dining room; kitchen with alcove that formerly served as a pantry; two west bedrooms, one of 

which opens onto the sunporch; a full bathroom with both a bathtub and shower; a toilet room set 

within a former closet; and a rear stairwell at the southeast corner of the house that extends from 

the basement to the upper level.  

 

The upper-level plan was reconfigured in the 1940s to serve as a separate apartment. It currently 

consists of a large front living room that opens onto a hallway providing access to an east and 

west bedroom and a full (west) bathroom. The rear kitchen opens onto an east room that served 

as a dining room, and it also provides access to the rear stairwell and a rear sleeping room 

directly above the sunporch. The rear stairwell and the rear sleeping room were likely added 

during the conversion of the upper level to an apartment.   

 

Walls are finished in plaster, except for the two full bathrooms, where the walls are partially 

covered with ceramic tiles. Wallpaper is used in the front entrance vestibule and stairwell, one of 

the first-floor bedrooms, and the second-floor hallway. Ceilings are finished in plaster. The 

house features wood flooring throughout, except for the two full bathrooms, where the flooring is 

covered with ceramic tiles. Most rooms throughout the house have simple, unadorned wood 

baseboard molding, as well as equally simple wood door and window casings. Nearly all of the 

original wood-paneled interior doors have been removed, although one example exists in the 

second-floor kitchen.  
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The east wall of the living room has a plain stone fireplace flanked by low, built-in wood 

bookshelves. The dining room has paneled wood wainscoting. The north wall of the kitchen has 

original built-in drawers; the space above originally had built-in shelves, which have been 

removed. The sink and all cabinets, counters, and appliances in the kitchen are non-original. The 

south wall of the upper floor living room retains the outer sides of built-in bookshelves, although 

the actual shelves have been removed. The house has radiators and is heated by steam.  

The unfinished basement has several rooms, all with cement flooring.  

 

Integrity 

The exterior of the house has very good architectural integrity, retaining its original brick 

cladding, roofline with clay barrel tiles, wall dormers faced with stucco and vertical wood 

banding, paneled wood front door with leaded glass window, and six-over-one wood windows. 

The only visible exterior changes are the replacement of four original six-over-one windows with 

one-over-one windows in the kitchen and the upper floor bathroom, and the likely addition of the 

rear wing’s second floor sleeping room in the 1940s. The upper floor plan was altered for use as 

an apartment in the 1940s, which included the installation of a kitchen. Nearly all interior doors 

have been removed and all cabinetry/counters in the first-floor kitchen are non-original. The two 

full bathrooms have been updated and a non-original toilet room installed on the first floor.  

 

Architect Howard Bowen 

 

The Fonda House at 760 Cherry Street was designed by Howard Bowen 

(1871-1929), a Wilmette-based residential architect. Bowen was born on 

August 15, 1871, in Bloomington, Illinois, the son of David and Grace 

Bowen of East Walnut Street. He attended Bloomington schools and 

Illinois Wesleyan University and may have apprenticed in an architectural 

office in Chicago in the early 1890s. A notice in The Pantagraph 

(Bloomington) from 1892 noted that Howard Bowen then worked “in the 

office of a prominent architect in Chicago.” A notice in the same 

newspaper from 1894 noted that Bown was “studying architecture in 

Chicago.” In 1898, Bowen received a prize of $100 from the Luxfer 

Prism Company of Chicago as part of a competition for the best plan of 

constructing and lighting a building. Frank Lloyd Wright and Daniel 

Burnham were among the judges of the competition, which also awarded 

prizes to 13 other recipients.14  

 

The U.S. Census for 1900 indicates that Howard Bowen then lived in Chicago and worked as an 

architect. He established an independent architectural practice in the city in the early 1900s, 

maintaining an office in the Chicago Stock Exchange Building at 30 North LaSalle Street from at 

least 1907 until 1921, when he relocated his offices to 549 W. Washington street in Chicago.  

Bowen married Grace Newland in 1901 in Wilmette. She was 27 and he was 30. The couple had 

 
14  Ancestry.com. U.S., Find a Grave Index; “Howard Bowen, Former Resident of City, Dies, The Pantagraph 

(13 December 1929); The Pantagraph (22 August 1892); The Pantagraph (23 April 1894); “Won a Prize,” The 

Pantagraph (20 August 1898).  
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one child—a son named Harvey (b. 1903)—and lived in a house at 1215 Elmwood Avenue in 

Wilmette throughout their marriage.15 

 

A review of building permits in Newpapers.com database the American Contractor’s Chicago 

Building Permit Column database shows that Howard Bowen designed number of buildings in 

Chicago in the early 1900s, most of which were multi-family buildings. Representative examples 

of his work in Chicago during this period include two-flats at 6227 S. Bishop Street and 3434 S. 

Paulina Street, a six-flat at 725 50th Street, and a three-flat at 6757 S. Loomis Street.16  

 

Howard Bowen’s designs in Wilmette include the Gothic Revival style Wilmette Baptist Church 

at 1020 Forest Avenue (1919; now Wilmette Community Church); a one-story commercial 

building at 740-742 12th Street, sheathed in yellow glazed brick with a barrel vaulted roof 

(1926); the three-story Wolf Hardware Building at 1119-1121 Central Avenue, sheathed in brick 

laid in a herringbone pattern (1928); and an American Foursquare type house at 1015 Central 

Avenue (1919). Bowen also designed four early houses in Wilmette’s Indian Hill Estates 

subdivision: 930 Seneca, 1140 Seneca, 1148 Seneca, and 2815 Blackhawk. The three Seneca 

houses were constructed in conjunction with builder George Gonsalves.17  

 

Howard Bowen’s architectural work is locally significant in Winnetka, where he designed at 

least 35 buildings during the 1920s—most of which were single-family houses—according to 

data compiled by the Winnetka Historical Society’s partial architectural of the Village, which 

was completed in 2010. It is likely that Bowen designed many additional houses in Winnetka, 

since the survey only documented about sixty percent of the Village.  

 

A table listing 29 extant buildings designed by Howard Bowen in Winnetka is included at the 

end of this report, as are photographs of some of his residential works in the Village. (See 

Attachments E and F.)  They include 26 single-family houses, one commercial building, one 

mixed-use building, and one apartment building. The Bowen-designed house at 1153 Asbury 

Avenue (1928)—a 1 ½ story Tudor Revival style edifice that is sheathed in stone—is a Winnetka 

local landmark. Bowen also designed another six houses at the following addresses that were 

razed post-2010: 1018 Ash (1921); 983 Cherry (1923); 117 Church (1924); 960 Private (1922); 

937 Spruce (1924); and 511 Willow (1920). He also designed a commercial building at 586 

Lincoln (1921) that was razed post-2010.  

 

Howard Bowen’s extant residential work in Winnetka typically features medium-sized houses 

that are two stories in height, clad in brick, and designed in restrained versions of the Colonial 

Revival or Tudor Revival styles. His Colonial Revival style houses have side-gable or hipped 

roofs, symmetrical facades, double-hung windows, and sometimes include modest Classical 

detailing. Tudor Revival style houses designed by Bowen typically have an asymmetrical 

 
15  U.S. Census for 1900, 1910, 1920; American Architect (7 December 1921); Ancestry.com. Cook County, 

Illinois, Marriage Index, 1871-1920. 
16  Index to the American Contractor’s Chicago Building Permit Column, 1898-1912:  

http://chsmedia.org/househistory/1898-1912permits/architect_response.asp. 
17           Chicago Tribune (22 June 1919); Wilmette Historical Museum, “Historic Downtown Wilmette Walking 

Tour,” brochure not dated; The Economist (25 January 1919) 179; Connie Casey, “A Guide to Historic Indian Hill 

Estates, Wilmette, Illinois,” Wilmette Historical Museum, 2006.  
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appearance, grouped windows that may be casements, and steeply pitched wall gables that are 

often sheathed in stucco and detailed with wood half-timbering.  

 

Howard Bowen’s most visually prominent residential work in Winnetka is “The Chimneys” 

condominium complex (originally apartments) at 150-162 Green Bay Road, a sprawling, Tudor 

Revival style edifice featuring brick detailed with ornamental stone; stucco with half-timbering; 

an array of gables and bays; and a dozen chimneys. Each entryway off the private landscaped 

courtyard is different, suggesting a series of individual buildings. Shops and a restaurant named 

“The Chimneys Tavern” were originally on the first floor. The shops were converted to 

apartments during the Great Depression of the 1930s.18   

 

Howard Bowen died of a heart attack in December 1929 in his home in Wilmette at the age of 

58. He served Wilmette as building commissioner from May 1927 to the time of his death and 

his funeral was attended by Wilmette village officials. An obituary in Wilmette Life referred to 

Bowen as a “prominent north shore architect” and noted that, “The greater part of [Bowen’s] 

architectural work has been done on north shore homes during the past twenty-five years.”19 

 

Landmark Status of the Property 

 

The Fonda House is not a locally designated landmark or in a locally designated historic district. 

It is not listed individually on the National Register of Historic Places or in a National Register 

Historic District.  It is not listed in the Illinois Historic Structures Survey conducted in the early 

1970s.  

 

Evaluation of Historic Significance 

 

The Fonda House does not possess historic significance at a local, statewide, or national level. 

The historic (pre-1972) owners of this house were researched through a variety of sources, 

including the Chicago History Museum’s online catalog; the Newspapers.com database; the book 

titled, Who’s Who in Chicago and Vicinity for varying years; and the Winnetka Historical 

Society’s files. None of the owners were found to merit individual distinction. No information 

was found relating the house to an historic event.   

 

Evaluation of Architectural Significance 

 

The Fonda House possesses local architectural significance as a work by Howard Bowen, a 

residential architect who played an important role in Winnetka and on the North Shore. Bowen 

designed at least 35 buildings in Winnetka during the 1920s, 29 of which are extant. Bowen’s 

extant residential work in Winnetka typically features medium-sized houses that are two stories 

in height, clad in brick, and designed in restrained versions of the Colonial Revival or Tudor 

Revival styles. His most prominent building in the Village is “The Chimneys,” a Tudor Revival 

style condominium complex (originally apartments) at 150-162 Green Bay Road (1928).  

 
18  Cindy Fuller, “House of the Season: Courtyard Charm at The Chimneys,” Gazette (Fall 1994).  
19  “Howard Bowen Dies; Prominent Architect and Building Expert,” Winnetka Talk (21 December 1929); 

“Howard Bowen dies; prominent architect and building expert,” Wilmette Life (20 December 1929).  
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The Fonda House at 760 Cherry Street in Winnetka is distinctive among Bowen’s repertoire of 

single-family houses designed in the Colonial Revival and Tudor Revival styles as it constitutes 

an Arts and Crafts style bungalow. The 1 ½ story house is sheathed in face brick and has a 

projecting, rectangular living room bay, as is typical of “Chicago” bungalows, a form popular in 

the 1920s. Arts and Crafts style elements exhibited on the Fonda House include the unusual 

jerkinhead rooflines with overhanging eaves on the main body of the house and the wall 

dormers, and the use stucco cladding with vertical wood banding. Other stylistic influences 

include the English Tudor (exterior brick chimney with clay chimney pots and two diamond-

paned leaded glass windows) and Classical Revival (front door surround). Unlike more modest 

bungalows where rooflines are typically covered with asphalt shingles, the Fonda House 

rooflines feature more expensive and visually distinctive barrel vault clay tiles. 

 

Evaluation of Neighborhood Impact  

 

The Fonda House at 760 Cherry Street is part of an ensemble of buildings erected during 

different eras and displaying a variety of styles and types, including a church, two multi-family 

buildings, and 14 single-family houses. One of these buildings was constructed in the 1890s; 

eight in the 1920s; one in the 1930s; two in the 1940s; three in the 1950s; and three were built 

post-2000, replacing earlier houses on their parcels.  

 

Grace Presbyterian Church at 440 Ridge Road (the southwest corner of Cherry Street and Ridge 

Road) is adjacent to the Fonda House’s eastern lot line and faces east toward Ridge Road. This 

Colonial Revival style edifice with brick walls and a steeple was designed by Solon S. Beman Jr. 

and built in 1933 as the First Church of Christ Scientist. A Colonial Revival style two-story 

apartment building at 745-751 Ridge Road (northwest corner of Cherry Street and Ridge Road) 

was built in 1951 and has brick walls, a side-gable roof, multi-paned windows with shutters, 

second-floor balconies, a rectangular footprint, and a rear garage with brick walls that is accessed 

from Cherry Street. The second multi-family building is at 761 Cherry Street, directly across 

from the Fonda House. This wood-frame building with saltbox roof was built in the 1890s as a 

single-family house and later received a large, two-story rear addition, creating a L-shaped 

footprint.   

 

The 14 single-family houses in the vicinity of the Fonda House include five examples of the 

Colonial Revival style built from the 1920s through the 1950s, one Split-Level House from 1959, 

one modest “Chicago” bungalow (1921), and one Craftsman bungalow (1921). Two of the 

houses can be considered vernacular as they do not embody obvious features of any historical 

style. The three houses built post-2000 include one Neo-Colonial Revival style design and two 

houses of eclectic design that include elements of different architectural styles.  

 

The six buildings on Cherry Street between Ridge Road and Linden Street—church, two multi-

family buildings, and three houses—do not relate to one another and the distances between them 

vary greatly. However, the block of Cherry Street between Linden and Chestnut Street has a 

more consistent appearance: buildings are all single-family houses with uniform setbacks, side 

driveways, and are generally oriented to Cherry Street, except for three on the corners that face 

either Linden Street (455 Linden) or Chestnut Street (443 and 455 Chestnut). 
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Houses in the vicinity of the Fonda House are generally small to medium in size and range from 

one to two stories in height.  They are clad in either stucco, brick, wood clapboard, or aluminum 

siding. Three houses, like the Fonda House, have different cladding materials on the first and 

second floors. Rooflines are gable or hipped, and some houses include dormers. The Fonda 

House is the only one with a jerkinhead roof and a roof covering of barrel clay tiles. The two 

multi-family buildings and the church are situated on oversized parcels and the latter features a 

large paved parking lot to the south that is accessed from Ridge Road.  

 

Demolition of the Fonda House at 760 Cherry Street could have an adverse impact if what 

replaces it ignores the overall character of the surrounding neighborhood, which mainly features 

houses that are generally modest in scale, unpretentious in appearance, and are lacking in 

ostentation.  

 

Person Responsible for Performing the Study 

 

Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., has worked as an independent architectural historian since 1998, 

documenting hundreds of buildings through local and national landmark nominations, 

architectural survey work, and Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) projects. She has 

also developed over a dozen HAIS reports for houses in Winnetka. Clients include architectural 

firms, non-profit organizations, development firms, and municipalities, including the City of 

Chicago. She is the co-author of a book titled, Benjamin H. Marshall, Chicago Architect 

(Acanthus Press, 2016), and a contributor to the book titled, Art Deco Chicago (Yale University 

Press, 2011).  
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“Taken by Death,” Winnetka Talk, 21 December 1929.  

“Thorsen, Mrs. Leora,” The Orlando Sentinel (Orlando, Florida), 24 March 1968.  

“Thorsen,” Chicago Tribune, 29 October 1975.  

U.S. Census for 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930, 1940, 1950 for historic homeowners of 760 Cherry 

Street and for architect Howard Bowen. 

Wilmette Historical Museum, “Historic Downtown Wilmette Walking Tour,” brochure not  

dated. 

Winnetka Historical Society, Partial Architectural Survey of the Village of Winnetka, 2010.   

Winnetka, Illinois, Phone Directories, varying years.   

Winnetka, Illinois, Building Permits.  

“Won a Prize,” The Pantagraph, 20 August 1898.  
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Front and west facades, view southeast.  

 

 
Front façade, view south.  
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Front entrance.  

 

 

 
Front and east facades, view southwest.  
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East façade, view southwest.  

 

 

 
East and rear facades, view northwest. 
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West and rear facades, view northeast. 

  

 

 
West façade, view northeast. 
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Attachment A 

 

 
West façade, view southeast. 

 

 
West façade detail. 

 

     
         West façade of garage, view east.   East façade of garage, view northwest.  

Page 28 of 538



 

Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the James E. and Kathryn Fonda House, 760 Cherry Street, Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 

Submitted January 8, 2025     21 

Attachment B 

 

 

 
Front vestibule and stairway. 

 

 
View toward Living Room Bay.  
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Attachment B 

 

 
Living Room, view east toward fireplace. 

 

 
Dining Room, view northeast toward Living Room. 
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                Dining Room, view south.                     Kitchen, view south.  

 

     
                 Kitchen, view northwest.                         Rear stairway.  

 

 
Kitchen, view northeast. 
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Bedroom 1, first floor, view south. 

 

     
      Bedroom 1, first floor, view northwest.     Sunporch, first floor, view southwest.  

 

 
Bedroom 2, first floor, view west. 
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Attachment B 

 

        
First floor bathroom with bathtub (left) and shower (right). 

 

 

            
Entrance to toilet room (left) and bathroom (right).              Toilet room on first floor.  

 

 

                               
                  Front staircase.           Front staircase, looking down from second floor.   
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Second floor Living Room, view north. 

 

 
Second floor Living Room, view southeast. 
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Bedroom 3, second floor, view west. 

 

 

 
Bedroom 4, second floor, view southeast. 
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Bathroom, second floor, view west. 

 

 

 
Dining Room, second floor, view east. 
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Attachment B 

 

     
Second floor Kitchen, view southwest.         Second floor Kitchen, view south toward  

                                                                          Bedroom 5.  

 

 

     
                         Rear stairway.    Bedroom 5, second floor, view southwest.  

 

 

    
            Second floor Kitchen, view north.        Second floor hallway, view north.  
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Attachment B 

 

 
Basement, view southeast toward stairway. 

 

    
Views of the basement. 

 

 
Basement. 
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 Neighborhood Character Table* 

 

Address Style Date Architect  

Name 

No. of 

stories 

cladding 

440 Ridge 

Grace Presbyterian 

Church 

Colonial 

Revival 

1933 Solon S. Beman 

 

1 brick 

745-51 Cherry 

(multi-family) 

Colonial 

Revival 

1951 James C. Schnur 2 brick 

760 Cherry 

 

Arts & Crafts 

Bungalow 

1921-22 Howard Bowen 1 ½  brick & stucco 

w/wood banding 

761 Cherry 

(multi-family) 

Colonial 

Revival 

1890s Unknown 2 Wood siding 

770 Cherry 

 

Split-Level 1959 Yost & Taylor 1 and 2 brick (1st fl) 

vinyl (2nd fl) 

435 Linden 

 

Colonial 

Revival 

1949 William Jones 

Smith 

1 brick 

436 Linden Eclectic 2008 Unknown  2 stone & wood 

shingles 

455 Linden Vernacular 1920s Unknown 2 stucco 

458 Linden 

 

Colonial 

Revival 

1922 A.G. Hennings 2 stucco 

788 Cherry 

 

Colonial 

Revival 

1952 R.L. Norman 2 brick (1st fl) 

wood (2nd fl & 

gable ends) 

789 Cherry 

 

Colonial 

Revival 

1940 Ivan Peterson 2 brick  

797 Cherry Chicago 

Bungalow 

1921 William Boll 1 brick 

798 Cherry 

 

Neo-Colonial 

Revival 

2016 Unknown 2 vinyl siding 

803 Cherry Vernacular 1921 Howard Bowen 2 stucco 

807 Cherry 

 

Prairie 1921 Howard Bowen 2 stucco (1st fl) & 

wood shingles (2nd 

fl) 

811 Cherry Craftsman 

Bungalow 

1921 Howard Bowen  1 stucco 

443 Chestnut Eclectic 2006 Unknown 2 wood siding 

455 Chestnut Colonial 

Revival 

1926 Unknown 2 stucco 

 

* Construction dates obtained from a review of building permits, Sanborn Fire Insurance Map for 

Winnetka (1938; revised 1951), and the Cook County Assessor website.  
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Attachment D  

 

Photographs of buildings near the Fonda House at 760 Cherry Street 

 

 

     
Grace Presbyterian Church at 440 Ridge Ave.          745-749 Cherry Street (1951) 

(1933) 

 

     
                 761 Cherry St. (c. 1920s)    770 Cherry St. (1959) 

 

    
                     435 Linden St. (1949)   436 Linden St. (2008) 
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Attachment D  

 

Photographs of buildings near the Fonda House at 760 Cherry Street 

 

    
                      455 Linden St. (1920s)                            458 Linden St. (1922) 

 

 

     
                      788 Cherry St. (1952)                              789 Cherry St. (1940) 

 

 

     
                      797 Cherry St. (1921)                             798 Cherry St. (2016) 
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Photographs of buildings near the Fonda House at 760 Cherry Street 

 

 

     
                      803 Cherry St. (1921)                             807 Cherry St. (1921) 

 

 

    
                      811 Cherry St. (1921)               443 Chestnut St. (2006) 

 

 

 
455 Chestnut St. (1926) 
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Attachment E  

 

Table listing extant buildings designed by Howard Bowen in Winnetka 

 

Address Year Building Type Style No. of 

stories 

1153 Asbury Ave. 1928 Single-family house – 

Local landmark 

Tudor Revival 1 ½ 

566 Ash St. 1922 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 ½ 

1014 Ash St. 1925 Single-family house Vernacular (gable-

front) 

2 

1225 Ash Street 1928 Single-family house Tudor Revival 2 

760 Cherry Street 1921 Single-family house Arts & Crafts style 

Bungalow 

 

803 Cherry Street 1921 Single-family house Vernacular 2 

807 Cherry Street 1921 Single-family house Prairie 2 

811 Cherry Street 1921 Single-family house Craftsman 1 

917 Cherry Street 1921 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 

1129 Cherry Street 1926 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 

1146 Cherry Street 1927 Single-family house Arts and Crafts 2 

1249 Cherry Street 1928 Single-family house Tudor Revival 1 ½ 

135 Church Road 1927 Single-family house Tudor Revival 2 ½ 

155 Church Road 1927 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 

905 Eldorado Street 1921 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 

814 Elm Street 1924 Mixed-Use Craftsman 3 

150-162 Green Bay 

Road/545-563 Hill 

Terrace 

1928 “The Chimneys” 

Apartment Building 

Tudor Revival 3 

81 High Street 1927 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 

586 Lincoln Avenue 1921 Commercial Colonial Revival 2 

772 Lincoln Avenue 1924 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 ½  

514 Meadow Road 1929 Single-family house Tudor Revival  2 

355 Myrtle Street 1929 Single-family house Tudor Revival  2 

1100 Pine Street 1923 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 

1110 Pine Street 1923 Single-family house Colonial Revival  2 

422 Rosewood Av. 1923 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 ½  

611 Rosewood Av. 1921 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 

560 Sheridan Road 1923 Single-family house Tudor Revival 2 

995 Spruce Street 1922 Single-family house Chicago Bungalow 1 ½  

896 Tower 1925 Single-family house Colonial Revival 2 
 

Source: Winnetka Historical Society, Partial Architectural Survey of the Village of Winnetka, 2010.   

  

Page 43 of 538



 

Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the James E. and Kathryn Fonda House, 760 Cherry Street, Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 

Submitted January 8, 2025     36 

Attachment F  

 

Representative houses designed by Howard Bowen in Winnetka 

 

 
“The Chimneys” Apartment Building, 150-162 Green Bay Road 

 

        
                  1129 Cherry Street (1926)               1146 Cherry Street (1927) 

 

             
                    1249 Cherry Street (1928)                                155 Church Road (1927) 
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Representative houses designed by Howard Bowen in Winnetka 

 

                
                  81 High Street (1927)    772 Lincoln Ave. (1924) 

 

 

               
              514 Meadow Road (1929)    355 Myrtle Street (1929) 

 

 

 
1110 Pine Street (1923)  
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Undated photographs of the house at 760 Cherry Street.  
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Disclaimer: The GIS Consortium and MGP Inc. are not liable for any use, misuse, modification or disclosure of any map provided under applicable law.  This map is for general information purposes only. Although the

information is believed to be generally accurate, errors may exist and the user should independently confirm for accuracy. The map does not constitute a regulatory determination and is not a base for engineering

design. A Registered Land Surveyor should be consulted to determine precise location boundaries on the ground.
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: JUNE 10, 2024 

SUBJECT: CASE NO. 24-12-LPC: 760 CHERRY STREET 

INTRODUCTION 

On July 1st, 2024, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish the 
residence at 760 Cherry Street. Please return any available information regarding the architectural and 
historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the day on Wednesday, June 26, 2024. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at cmarx@winnetka.org or (847) 716-3587.      

PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

12-13-1921 Build a one-story frame residence 
and garage 

J.E. Fonda H. Barka (sic)

3-24-2024 Alter and add to one-and-a-half 
solid brick single-family dwelling 

Dr. and Mrs. A.V. Thorsen R.K.Rasmussen 

ATTACHMENT D
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760 Cherry – May 2024 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH 

COVERSHEET 

Address: 760 Cherry 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1921 

Construction type: Brick and frame 

Style: Bungalow  

OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 

OWNER/RESIDENT 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Dr. J. E. Fonda 1921 Building permit 

application, Winnetka 

Talk article 

Dr. and Mrs. Arthur V. 

Thorsen 

1942 – 1952 Building permit 

application, Winnetka 

Architectural Survey, 

Winnetka Talk article 

and obit 

J. R. and Harriette W. Starr, 

Harriette W. Starr Land 

Trust  

1952 – 1979 Winnetka Architectural 

Survey, Cook County 

Recorder records, 1954 

directory  

First National Bank 

Winnetka  

1979 – 1987 Cook County Recorder 

records 

Meg Pickard 1987 Cook County Recorder 

records 

First IL Bank Wilmette 1987 – 1991 Cook County Recorder 

records 

Alister and Barbara 

Macdonald 

1991 – 2023 Cook County Recorder 

records, Donnellan 

Funeral Home obit 

ARCHITECTS:  

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND 

DESCRIPTION OF 

PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Howard Bowen 1921 – frame residence and 

garage 

Winnetka Talk obituary, 

working list of Bowen 

designs in Winnetka 

ATTACHMENT E
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R. K. Rasmussen 1942 – alter and add to one 

and a half solid brick single-

family dwelling  

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Cook County Assessor records, Cook County 

Recorder records, historic phone books, WHS property files, WHS digital files, Ancestry.com, 

Chicago Tribune 

Findings: 

Our research indicates that this property maintains local historical and architectural significance 

as a Bungalow designed by prolific North Shore architect Howard Bowen. While he died young, 

Bowen designed an impressive number of homes and buildings across the North Shore. In 

Winnetka alone, he was involved in the design and/or renovation of at least 28 structures. Two of 

his local designs are particularly notable – the Chimneys at 150-160 Green Bay and the Joseph 

C. Long house at 1153 Asbury, a Local Landmark. Bowen’s designs in Winnetka represent an

array of architectural styles, including several Bungalows. Only a few of his Bungalow designs

remain today.

Date of Research: 6/13/2024 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society 

Page 60 of 538



Page 61 of 538



Page 62 of 538



Page 63 of 538



Page 64 of 538



Page 65 of 538



Page 66 of 538



1954 directory  

 

 

Cook County Recorder records  
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760 Cherry, 2011 
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Working List of Designs/Renovations by Howard Bowen (updated 2024) 

 

1. The Chimneys (150-160 Green Bay) 

2. 1153 Asbury (Local Landmark) 

3. 81 High 

4. 547-563 Hill Terrace  

5. 584 Lincoln 

6. 514 Meadow Lane 

7. 355 Myrtle 

8. 640 Hill 

9. 110 Pine 

10. 960 Private 

11. 422 Rosewood 

12. 611 Rosewood 

13. 1146 Cherry 

14. 1249 Cherry 

15. 135 Church 

16. 155 Church 

17. 937 Spruce 

18. 995 Spruce 

19. 896 Tower 

20. 511 Willow 

21. 942 Ash 

22. 803 Cherry 

23. 807 Cherry 

24. 811 Cherry 

25. 566 Ash 

26. 1014 Ash 

27. 1225 Ash 

28. 927 Ash 

 

Other notable designs: 

1. Wilmette Baptist Church  
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https://www.donnellanfuneral.com/obituaries/Alister-MacDonald?obId=27054178  

 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

Alister MacDonald 

Alister MacDonald Obituary 

On Monday, January 16, 2023, Alister MacDonald, a beloved husband, father, grandfather, and 

uncle to many, passed away in Northbrook, IL. He was 95 years old. Born in 1927 in Bellwood, 

IL, Alister was the youngest son of Alexander and Rebecca Reinholt MacDonald. He spent his 

childhood in Chicago, IL, North Dakota, and Washington, DC. At age 18, Alister enlisted in the 

U.S. Navy, serving in the Pacific Theater of Operations in the final months of World War II. 

Upon his return, he attended the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis-St. Paul, earning a 

bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering in 1953. 

 

He soon moved to Chicago, taking a job at Sunbeam Appliances. At night, he attended the 

University of Chicago Graduate School of Business, earning his MBA in 1957. He joined the 

Northminster (“Northies”) young adults group at the Fourth Presbyterian Church of Chicago, 

where he met Barbara Jean Thurlow. Alister and Barbara were married at “Fourth Church” in 

February of 1960, and together they raised their three sons in Chicago and later Wilmette, IL. In 

retirement, they moved to Winnetka, IL. They were married for 56 years, before Barbara’s 

passing in January of 2017. 

 

Alister loved literature (co-teaching the Great Books series with Barbara), architecture (he was 

an architecture docent, narrating many tours in the Chicago area), his Scottish heritage, curling, 

playing bridge, travelling, fixing just about anything, reading poetry aloud, and supporting his 

sons in their various interests – scouting, theater, debate, ice hockey, etc. In addition to various 

full-time jobs, Alister, a lifelong entrepreneur, founded AMacD Engineering and MacDonald 

Tax Service, which he ran out of his home for decades. 

 

He will be remembered for his terrific smile and his joyful bearing. He is preceded in death by 

his siblings Mary Alice, Roland (“Mac”), and Elinore, and his wife, Barbara. He is survived by 

his three sons, Alexander, John, and Dan, his daughter-in-law, Amanda, his granddaughter, Blair 

Matheson (“Mattie Blair”), and many nieces and nephews.  

 

A memorial service will be held on Saturday, February 18, 2023, at 2:00  p.m. at the First 

Presbyterian Church of Evanston, 1427 Chicago Avenue, Evanston, IL 60201. 
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Village of Winnetka 
DEMOLITION APPLICATION 

Page 3 of 4 

V I L L A G E O F W I N N E T K A, I L L I N O I S 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

DEMOLITION APPLICATION 

Permit No.___ __   _______________ 

Property Information 

Site Address:  _________________________________________________________________   _____ 

Parcel Identification Number(s) (PIN): ____________________________________________________________

Description of all structures to be demolished: _____________________________________________________ 

Current Property Owner Information  Applicant Information 

Legal Name: __________________________________   Legal Name: _____________________________ 

_____________________________________________   ________________________________________ 

Primary Contact: _______________________________   Primary Contact: __________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________    Address: _________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ________________________________   City, State, Zip: ___________________________ 

Phone No. ____________________________________   Phone No.________________________________ 

Email:   Email:

Date owner acquired property: ____________________

Applicant’s relationship to current property owner:  ________________________________________________ 

(As previously noted, if contract purchaser, attach copy of executed purchase agreement) 

Demolition Contractor Information (If known, otherwise indicate “not known at this time”) 

Legal Name: ____________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________ 

City, State, ZIP: __________________________________ 

Phone No: ______________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________ 

760 Cherry Street, Winnetka, Illinois 60093

Grace Presbyterian Church of the North Shore Grace Presbyterian Church of the North Shore

Kendall Lettinga Kendall Lettinga

440 Ridge Avenue, Winnetka 440 Ridge Avenue, Winnetka

Winnetka, Illinois 60093 Winnetka, Illinois 60093

(630) 802-5987 (630) 802-5987

Applicant is the current property owner.

05-20-223-002-0000

June 27, 2023

Single family residential dwelling unit.

Not known at this time.

ATTACHMENT F
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pfa.work    |    1147 W Ohio St, #504, Chicago, IL 60642   |    (312) 961-1292  1 

 

 

 

2024-05-29 
 
Village of Winnetka 
Department of Community Development 
510 Green Bay Road 
Winnetka, IL 60093 
 
Re:  Village of Winnetka Design Standards 
 
The existing structures on the property of 760 Cherry St will be demolished in March of 2025.  The demolition will 
take approximately (2) weeks.  Demolition will not begin until the special use and subsequent building permit have 
been approved, so the schedule is subject to change pending duration of these reviews and approvals. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

Joe Buehler, AIA, LEED AP BD+C 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Page 1

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA 

TO: HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE: FEBRUARY 27, 2025

SUBJECT: 326 RIDGE AVENUE - DEMOLITION PERMIT (CASE NO. 25-03-HPC)

INTRODUCTION
Meeting Date March 3, 2025
Commission Action Preliminary historic and architectural review to determine 

if a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary 
or if demolition may proceed without delay.

Property Address 326 Ridge Avenue (See Attachment A – Aerial Map)
Property Owner Patrick Casey Magner and Jacqueline Mitchell Magner
Application Submitted by Patrick Casey Magner and Jacqueline Mitchell Magner
Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet

Completed

Public Comments as of Date of Memo As of the date of this memo, staff has not received any 
written comment from the public regarding this application. 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Size 0.36 acres
Location West side of Ridge Avenue between Mt. Pleasant Street and 

Willow Road
Improvements Single-family residence with a detached garage coach house
Zoning R-4 Single Family Residential 
Surrounding Zoning R-4 Single Family Residential to the north and south, R-3 

Single Family Residential to the west, R-5 Single Family 
Residential to the east across Ridge Avenue

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History Study
See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Research

Constructed Approximately 1872, according to WHS research
Additional Construction Activity 1929 - Alteration to residence, 1941 - Move and alter two-

story frame accessory building, 1941 - Alter and add to two-
story frame single-family dwelling (alter interior of garage 
portion and attach accessory building to main building), 
1976 - Remodel kitchen of single family residence, 1978 - 
Construct sun deck addition to single-family residence, 1981 
- Build a detached shed, 1990 - Rebuild closets, install bay 
window

Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing No
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Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) WHS research indicates that the property has architectural 
and historical significance in both the main house and 
accessory coach house. See attached report from the WHS 
provided in Attachment C for details.

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
Other Permits for New Primary Structures on 
Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley)

None

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and 
noise impacts in the neighborhood.

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted

No building permit application for a new single-family home 
or site restoration has been submitted at this time.

DEMOLITION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

The Commission may order the issuance of a demolition delay of a historic or architecturally 
significant structure for up to but not exceeding 270 days from the date the Commission determines 
that an applicant is required to submit an HAIS for the structure the applicant wishes to demolish.

Should the HPC request an HAIS for the subject property at the March 3rd Commission meeting, and 
after reviewing the HAIS at a future meeting the HPC determines the structure is significant and a 
delay should be issued, the Commission may at that time issue a demolition delay up to but not 
exceeding 270 days from March 3rd, 2025. 

COMMISSION REVIEW

The Commission may consider one of the following motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact Study 
Required or (2) Building and/or Property is Not Historic or Architecturally Significant.

Historical Architectural Impact Study Required
The Commission finds that based upon (1) the preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the HPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit. The Commission reached its 
conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria: [The Commission must note 
which of the following criteria is met]

1. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit;

2. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 
of the Village Code; (Subject Property is not a landmark)

3. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation; and (Subject Property is not on the state survey)

4. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic Places. (Subject Property is not on National Register 
or the Illinois Register of Historic Places)
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Building and/or Property Lacks Historic or Architectural Significance 
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village Code 
that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant a 
Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may proceed without 
delay. 

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment A: GIS Aerial Map
Attachment B: Preliminary Property History Study
Attachment C: Historical Society Research
Attachment D: Application Materials with Supplement of Structural Observation Report from 

Applicant
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Disclaimer: The GIS Consortium and MGP Inc. are not liable for any use, misuse, modification or disclosure of any map provided under applicable law.  This map is for general information purposes only. Although the

information is believed to be generally accurate, errors may exist and the user should independently confirm for accuracy. The map does not constitute a regulatory determination and is not a base for engineering

design. A Registered Land Surveyor should be consulted to determine precise location boundaries on the ground.

ATTACHMENT A
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

FROM: ANN KLAASSEN, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

DATE: FEBRUARY 5, 2025 

SUBJECT: CASE NO. 25-03-HPC: 326 RIDGE AVENUE 

INTRODUCTION 

On March 3, 2025, the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) is scheduled to consider a request to 
demolish the residence at 326 Ridge Avenue. Please return any available information regarding the 
architectural and historical significance of the structure to Christopher Marx by the end of the day on 
Monday, February 24, 2025. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 
aklaassen@winnetka.org or (847) 716-3525.      

PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

10-23-1929 Alteration to Residence Park Phipps Owner 

7-11-1941 Move and Alter 2-story Frame 
Accessory Building 

Mr. & Mrs. Park Phipps Ernst Behkert 

12-22-1941 Alter and Add to 2-story Frame 
Single Family Dwelling (Alter 
interior of garage portion and 
attach accessory building to main 
building) 

Mr. & Mrs. Park Phipps L. Morgan Yost

7-26-1976 Remodel Kitchen of single family 
residence 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Shabica Fred Polito 

6-22-1978 Construct sun deck addition to 
single family residence 

Charles & Susan Shabica N/A 

12-3-1981 Build a detached shed C. W. Shabica N/A 

3-29-1990 Rebuild closets, install bay window Dr. & Mrs. Charles Shabica Fred Polito 

ATTACHMENT B
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326 Ridge – January 2025 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH 
COVERSHEET 

Address: 326 Ridge 

Construction Details: 
Original construction date: c. 1872 
Construction type: Clapboard  
Style: Italianate  

OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 
OWNER/RESIDENT 
NAME 

DATES 
OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 
ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

John T. Dale 1871 WHS article on John T. 
Dale, excerpt from 
History of Cook County

John Dale was an early 
Winnetka settler, three-
time Village President, 
attorney, and prominent 
real estate developer who 
contributed immensely to 
the early development of 
the village. 

George W. and Jane S. 
Heath, Ella Mary 
Bacon (née Heath) 

c. 1872 – 1886 Plat of Survey for 
Dale’s first Winnetka 
subdivision, 1880 
census, Ancestry.com 
records, Chicago

Tribune obituaries and 
articles, Inter-Ocean 
articles 

George Heath was the 
longtime principal of the 
Ogden School in Chicago. 

Sanford A. Goss, Mary 
S. Goss, Minnie Goss1

1886 – 1929 Inter-Ocean article, 
Herald and News 

article 

Sanford Goss was Deputy 
Sheriff of Cook County, 
bailiff in Cook County 
court and realtor with 
McGuire & Orr. He was 
also the Vice President of 
J.F. Temple & Sons 
plumbing supplies 
company. 

1 Sanford and Mary Goss purchased this house in 1886. They were married in Massachusetts in 1883 and divorced 
in 1897. Sanford married Minnie Sanborn in 1900. The Goss’s did not live in the house at 326 Ridge the entire time 
they owned it. Records show that they rented it to Roswell and Janet Mason for many years. Census records confirm 
that the Mason’s “rented” rather than “owned” their home at 326 Ridge.  

ATTACHMENT C
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Park and Mary Phipps 1929 – 1950  Winnetka Talk articles Park Phipps was the head 
of the Department of 
Advertising and Printing 
Design at the Art Institute 
of Chicago. 

Jonathan W. Strong  1950 – 1971  Winnetka Talk articles  
Jas. R. Dunlap  1971 – 1975    
Charles and Susan 
Shabica  

1975 – 2024  WHS articles and 
information on Charles 
Shabica. 

Charles Shabica is a 
coastal geologist, 
engineer, consultant and 
former professor.  

   
 
ARCHITECTS:   
ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND 

DESCRIPTION OF 
PROJECT 

INFORMATION 
ATTACHED 

Ernst Benkert  1941 – move and alter 2-story 
frame accessory building  

Winnetka Talk obituary, 
American Institute of 
Architects directory  

L. Morgan Yost 1941 – alter and add to 2-
story frame single family 
dwelling (alter interior of 
garage portion and attach 
accessory building to main 
building) 

Chicago Tribune obituary  

Frank Polito 1976 – remodel kitchen of 
single-family residence; 1990 
– rebuild closets, install bay 
window 

Chicago Tribune obituary, 
WHS information on 545 Oak 
(designed by Polito) 

 
RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Cook County Assessor records, Cook County 
Recorder records, historic phone books, WHS property files, WHS digital files, Ancestry.com, 
Chicago Tribune, Inter-Ocean  
 
Findings: 
 
Our research indicates that this property maintains both historical and architectural significance 
as one of the remaining Victorian houses built by prominent early Winnetkan John T. Dale, as 
one of the oldest structures still standing in the village, and as an important example of the 
Italianate style.  
 
John T. Dale was an accomplished attorney, developer, and investor who contributed immensely 
to the development of Winnetka in the 19th century. Dale began investing in Winnetka in 1871 
when he purchased a large swath of land just south of Willow Road (the WHS historic walking 
tour refers to this area as the “Linden-Ridge Historic Corridor”). Within a few years, Dale had 
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built at least four large Victorian homes in his first subdivision – 352 Linden, 352 Ridge, 328 
Linden, and 326 Ridge. Dale himself lived in 352 Linden and, later, 352 Ridge. He built 328 
Linden for his in-laws, Riley and Ruth Graves (owners of Winnetka’s first general store – the 
Graves General Store – opened in 1855). By 1890, Dale had at least three large 
subdivision/addition developments in Winnetka. 
 
In addition to practicing law and developing real estate, Dale was accomplished as a writer and local 
government leader. He wrote a book on morals for young men, which became required reading for 
New Trier students. He also served as the second president of the Village of Winnetka from 1873 to 
1874. Remarkably, Dale served two additional terms as Village president in his lifetime, from 1876 
to 1877 and again from 1887 to 1888. 
 
The first residents and second owners of 326 Ridge were likely George and Jane Heath, who 
came to Winnetka when they were displaced by the Great Chicago Fire of 1871.2 George Heath 
was a well-known educator in Chicago, serving as the long-time principal of the Ogden School. 
Several other prominent figures owned the home at 326 Ridge, including Cook County Deputy 
Sheriff and realtor Sanford Goss, Art Institute of Chicago professor Park Phipps, and, 
significantly, geologist and engineer Charles Shabica.  
 
In addition to its association with John T. Dale and several notable Winnetkans, 326 Ridge is 
also significant as a c. 1872 Italianate style home. It was included in the 1972 Illinois Historic 
Structures Survey, which “identified architecturally interesting properties throughout 
Illinois.” In addition, it is included on the Illinois State Preservation Office’s Historic & 
Architectural Resources Geographic Information System database. In 1989, architectural 
historian Susan Benjamin determined that the structure, with its “simple Italianate design 
with typical detailing,” fit several criteria for local historic status and would be a 
contributing building in a Historic District.  
 
It is worth noting that the coach house is also historically significant in its own right. The 
coach house was originally the property’s barn. It was transformed into a garage and coach 
house in 1941 and still stands today.  
 
Both the house and coach house at 326 Ridge have been featured in several publications, 
including the Chicago Tribune, Winnetka Talk, Suburban Sun-Times, and Better Homes & 

Gardens. This house is also featured as a stop on one of the Winnetka Historical Society’s 
historic walking tours.  
 
The demolition of 326 Ridge would be a devastating loss for the Winnetka community and 
would greatly diminish the historic integrity of the “Linden-Ridge Historic Corridor.” 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
2 Records indicate that the Heaths moved out of the city after the fire, and we know that they paid property taxes on 
their home in Dale’s first subdivision in 1878. It seems likely that 326 Ridge was completed c. 1872 or c. 1873 like 
the other John T. Dale homes and that the Heaths purchased the home upon its completion.  
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Date of Research: 2/12/2025 
 
 
Submitted by:  
Meagan McChesney, PhD 
Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 
 
Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 
Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  
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326 Ridge, 1901 

 

 

326 Ridge, 1969 
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326 Ridge coach house interior, 1974 

 

 

326 Ridge, 1975 
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326 Ridge, 1975 

 

 

 

326 Ridge, 1976 
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326 Ridge, 1976 

 

 

326 Ridge coach house, 1976 
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326 Ridge, 1978 

 

 

326 Ridge, 1979 
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326 Ridge, 1982 

 

326 Ridge, 1982 
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326 Ridge, 2007 

 

 

326 Ridge, 2017 
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326 Ridge, 2023 

 

 

Park Phipps, 1914 
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1880 census 
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1896 structure map showing 326 Ridge 

 

 

1914 Sanborn map 
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Better Homes and Gardens, November 1946 
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Plat of Survey for Dale’s first subdivision, 1872 (326 Ridge comprises lots 6 and 7, which are labeled 

“Heath”) 
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Ella Bacon (née Heath), 1884 
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George Heath, 1870s 

 

 

George Heath’s Will, 1890 
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Inter-Ocean, May 16, 1879 (shows real estate taxes paid in 1878) 

 

 

John T. Dale, c. 1880 
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Suburban Sun-Times, February 10, 1984 
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JOHN T. DALE - SECOND PRESIDENT of WINNETKA
John T. Dale was born April 25, 1841, at Sand-

bach, England. In 1849 his parents immigrated to
Salem, Kenosha County, Wisconsin, where he remained
until reaching maturity, except when teaching in
Jistrict s~hools.

When twenty-one years of age,(1862)he came to
Chicago to seek his fortune, without friends or fam-
ily, and after a few months in trying various occu-
pations, he began the study of law, and for nearly
two years was a Law Clerk and student in a Law office.
In 1865 he was admitted to the Bar. From then on he
was engaged in a Law practice in Chicago, principally
in a practice pertaining to real estate matters.

In 1870 he married Miss Leila W. Graves of Chi-
cago, a young lady of musical accomplishments, and
they moved to Winnetka, where he began investing in
large parcels of local real estate. John T. Dale
succeeded Artemus Carter as President of the Village
Board, cotinuing in office until 1874, when James L.
\'Jillsonsucceeded him.ln 1876 Mr. Dale was again
elected President, and was elected for the third time
in 1887.

John T. Dale was a member of the Congregation-
al Church and superintendent of Sabbath school in
Winnetka and a member of the Congregational Club in
Chicago. He was also a member of the I.O.O.F. and
of the Humane Society of Chicago. They had one child,
Ruth G. Dale.

From: Andreas-History of Cook County - 1884
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The John T. Dale houses are not only some of Winnetka’s most beautiful, they are also some of 
its oldest. 
 
Born in England in 1841, John T. Dale immigrated to the US in 1849, first living in Salem, 
Wisconsin before settling in Chicago in 1862. Once in Chicago, Dale started studying law and 
working as a clerk in an attorney’s office. In 1865, he became a lawyer focusing on real estate 
law. 
 
In 1870, Dale married Leila W. Graves of Chicago and moved to Winnetka. By 1871, Dale had 
started investing in local real estate. He purchased a large swath of land just south of Willow 
Road with the intent of developing it into a housing subdivision. 
 
Within a year, he built his own home within the subdivision on the southwest corner of Willow 
and Linden, now 352 Linden. WHS records indicate that Dale hired his father, Thomas, to build 
his home. Thomas was a master carpenter who was highly skilled as both an architect and 
builder. While we don’t know for sure, it is likely that Thomas both designed and built all of the 
John Dale houses in Winnetka before he died at his son’s home in Winnetka in 1880.  
 
While living in Winnetka, both Dale’s law and real estate careers flourished. He eventually 
became the head of his own law firm with offices first in the Tribune building and later in the 
historic Unity Building, which stood at 127 North Dearborn until it was torn down in 1989. He 
also helped plat much of the Village of Winnetka, and is credited with naming many of its 
streets. 
 
In addition to practicing law and developing real estate, Dale was accomplished as a writer and 
local government leader. He wrote a book on morals for young men, which became required 
reading for New Trier boys. He also served as the second president of the Village of Winnetka 
from 1873 to 1874. Remarkably, Dale served two additional terms as Village president in his 
lifetime, from 1876 to 1877 and again from 1887 to 1888. 
 
In addition to 352 Linden and 352 Ridge, Dale built a third Italianate home at 326 Ridge in 1872. 
It was purchased by the Heath family after they were displaced by the Great Chicago Fire of 
1871. In 1886, it was purchased by the Goss family, who owned it for over 30 years. 
 
In 1929, the Goss family sold 326 Ridge to Park Phipps, an artist who taught classes at the Art 
Institute of Chicago. Phipps lived there for over 20 years and did several updates to the house, 
including removing the front porch. He also converted the barn into a coach house in 1941.  
 
In 1975, the house was purchased by the current owners, who underwent a large-scale restoration 
of the house. Thanks to their care and appreciation for its history, 326 Ridge maintains several 
quintessential Italianate characteristics, including the gently sloping roof, the distinctive wide 
eaves with decorative brackets around the overhang, and the bay windows.  
 
Dale also built a large Italianate home at 352 Ridge, which was sadly demolished in 1967. 
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Ella M Heath
in the Illinois, U.S., Marriage Index, 1860-1920

Name Ella M Heath

Gender Female

Marriage Date 27 Dec 1888

Marriage Place Cook, Illinois, USA

Spouse Name J Vinton Bacon

Spouse Gender Male

Detail  Source
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Ella Mary Bacon
in the Illinois, U.S., Deaths and Stillbirths Index, 1916-1947

Name Ella Mary Bacon
[Ella Mary Heath]

Birth Date 15 Jul 1861

Birth Place Wis

Death Date 16 Mar 1930

Death Place Chicago, Cook, Illinois

Burial Date 18 Mar 1930

Burial Place Chicago, Cook, Ill.

Cemetery Name Rose Hill

Death Age 68

Occupation Housewife

Race White

Marital Status W

Gender Female

Residence Chicago, Cook, Illinois

Father Name Geo Heath

Father Birth Place Rochester, N.Y.

Mother Name Emily Jane Wood

Mother Birth Place Spring Prairie, Wis.

Detail  Source
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Spouse Name Justus Vinton Bacon

Comments Residence 50y

FHL Film Number 1892488
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George W. Heath
in the 1880 United States Federal Census

Name George W. Heath

Age 41

Birth Date Abt 1839

Birthplace New York

Home in 1880 Winetka, Cook, Illinois, USA

Dwelling Number 276

Race White

Gender Male

Relation to Head of House Self (Head)

Marital Status Married

Spouse's Name Jane S. Heath

Father's Birthplace New York

Mother's Birthplace New York

Occupation Schoolteacher

Neighbors View others on page

Household Members (Name) Age Relationship

George W. Heath 41 Self (Head)

Jane S. Heath 42 Wife

Detail  Source
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Household Members (Name) Age Relationship

Emma J. Heath 21 Daughter

Ella M. Heath 18 Daughter

Eliza Holmes 38 Sister-in-law
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Roswell B Mason
in the 1920 United States Federal Census

Name Roswell B Mason
[Roserell B Mason]

Age 45

Birth Year abt 1875

Birthplace Illinois

Home in 1920 New Trier, Cook, Illinois

Street Ridge

House Number 326

Residence Date 1920

Race White

Gender Male

Relation to Head of House Head

Marital Status Married

Spouse's Name Janet Warren Mason

Father's Birthplace Illinois

Mother's Birthplace Illinois

Able to Speak English Yes

Occupation Lawyer

Employment Field Own Account

Detail  Source  Discover
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Home Owned or Rented Rented

Attended School No

Able to read Yes

Able to Write Yes

Neighbors View others on page

Household Members (Name) Age Relationship

Roswell B Mason 45 Head

Janet Warren Mason 36 Wife

Annie Warren Mason 6 Daughter

Julie S Mason 1 Daughter

Elizabeth Wagner 23 Maid
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Chicago Tribune (Chicago, Illinois) · Wed, Nov 10, 1886 · Page 1
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Chicago Tribune (Chicago, Illinois) · Sun, Sep 2, 1888 · Page 11
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Chicago Tribune (Chicago, Illinois) · Mon, Feb 17, 1890 · Page 3
Downloaded on Feb 11, 2025
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The Inter Ocean (Chicago, Illinois) · Thu, Nov 25, 1897 · Page 8
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Herald and News (Randolph, Vermont) · Thu, Jul 26, 1900 · Page 7
Downloaded on Feb 10, 2025
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Chicago Tribune (Chicago, Illinois) · Sat, Aug 28, 1915 · Page 13
Downloaded on Feb 10, 2025
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Chicago Tribune (Chicago, Illinois) · Tue, Mar 18, 1930 · Page 33
Downloaded on Feb 11, 2025
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Getting to Know Winnetka’s Own Science Guy 
An interview with WHS Board President Charlie Shabica 

By Sally Schneiders 

 
It all started just prior to a recent Winnetka Historical Society board meeting when Charlie 
Shabica plunked down on the table a replica of a Tully Monster, an antique flintlock pistol and a 
seventeenth century silver Spanish dollar. 

Charlie passed each artifact around so we could hold them (although the pistol remained 
untouched), and asked us what we thought each might represent. I liked this new show-and-tell 
way of opening meetings! The board meeting commenced and people, myself included, checked 
their phones for any messages accrued during the previous five minutes, and digital life went on 
as usual. 

However, my thoughts kept returning to this engaging man, our WHS Board President, and his 
enthusiasm for learning. Who was this guy? Why did he have these objects and what else did he 
have? I really wanted to know! 

When Charles and Susie Shabica moved to Ridge Avenue with their young family in the mid 
1970s, I was a teenager living with my family down the street. His PhD thesis work took him 
(and Susie) from the Woods Hole Oceanographic Research Institute to the University of 
Chicago. Their zest for outdoor activity and insatiable, child-like curiosity about the natural 
world around them was striking. Both he and Susie were active for many years in the Scouts and 
they prefer exploratory learning–hiking, canoeing, digging, collecting, examining, questioning—
all very physical, all very Google-defying. 

I subsequently came to find out that Charlie was born in Elizabeth and raised in Livingston, New 
Jersey. His mother Eleanor, of Puritan ancestry, loved to explore. She often took her three boys 
to the beach and to Martha’s Vineyard in the summer. She was also an athlete who once beat an 
Olympic swimming champion in the breaststroke and skied well into her 80s. Charlie’s father 
Tony was a Sicilian and a Golden Gloves boxer who earned his PhD in chemistry. Charlie 
decided at a young age: “I want to be a guy that studies rocks and beaches.” 
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Today Charlie is a coastal geologist, engineer, consultant, and Emeritus Professor of Earth 
Science at Northeastern Illinois University. He has studied beaches since he was four years old, 
and now he builds beaches! 

A visit to the Shabica home reveals an amazing collection of things that they have gathered: 
antique maritime paintings, fossils, ledgers, coins, books, restored bicycles and many more items 
covering window seats, lining shelves and filling cabinet drawers. One shelf displays fish 
decoys, some hand fashioned and painted by Ojibwe Indians. On another, an eight feet by four 
feet wooly mammoth tooth anchors a set of books on dinosaurs. Each item prompts a question 
whose answer might require a walk to the kitchen, up the stairs, to the garage and uncovering 
such topics as the Mazon Creek Fossil Bonanza, isotherms from the Quaternary Period, 
Shabica’s ancestor Captain Thomas Swan and his part in the 1772 sinking of the British 
Schooner Gaspee, arrowheads, and/or the Vetta Man. 

But the real cool story is the “beach guy” himself, Charlie Shabica. Here’s what happened when 
I got the chance to speak with him, one on one: 

As I entered the kitchen, Charlie held up a ziplock bag of sand. 
“What is this?” he asked me. 

“Sand?” 
He smiled and leaned toward me, from across the table: “Yeah. But where do you think it came 
from?” 

The sand looked exceptionally pure, light peach in color, finer in texture than Winnetka 
beach sand and without those flecks of black. I ventured “from the Indiana Sand Dunes?” 
He smiled. “It’s from an excavation on the corner of Cherry and Maple that Phil Hoza showed 
me.” He had a picture of the excavation. “See where they are digging into the ground with the 
soil zone at the top? And then about 12 feet of sand with clay at the bottom?” 

“Okay, so what does this mean?” I asked. 
“You tell me.” 

He said that a lot, ‘you tell me’, as if I might have the answer! “That Lake Michigan was 
there?” 
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Charlie’s ‘yup’ was barely audible. 

“When?” 
“Well, if we found something organic in the sand or clay, like this, we could carbon date it.” He 
handed me a small blackened object sealed in what looked like wax. “We found it in 85 feet of 
water on the bottom of Lake Michigan about 15 miles off Chicago. It’s 8,300 years old.” He 
looked at it for a while, then at me. “What is it?” 

“A piece of wood?” I replied. 
“Yeahhhhhh! We had it radiocarbon dated and it’s potted in polyethylene glycol otherwise it 
would turn to dust.” Charlie explained the preservation process. “We wrote a paper on a drowned 
forest in Lake Michigan…. Suffice it to say, Lake Michigan has been variously called Lake 
Algonquin, Lake Chippewa, and Lake Chicago, depending on its elevation. 12,000 years ago, the 
lake was 60 feet higher than it is today. 

If a Paleo Indian family went east down what is now Cherry Street, on their way to the lake the 
first thing they would have encountered was a wide beach of beautiful fine sand, 12 feet thick. 
This is what the Illinois shore might have looked like before people built harbors and seawalls in 
the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries…a continuous beach from here to Indiana. The folks 
who would walk south on the beach, past Grosse Pointe all the way to the Chicago River were 
Indians, voyageurs and early nineteenth century settlers. 

If we were here (Ridge Avenue) 12,000 years ago, what do you think it might have been like 
without the houses, leaf blowers and sidewalks?” 

Silence from my end. 
“Hey, it’s a RIDGE.” He emphasized. “Ever hear of the Green Bay Trail? Walk along the 
ridge… what would you expect to find on the Green Bay Trail?” 

“Food? I don’t know, hunting?” 
“Yeahhh, the woods, a path and travelers! So this would be woodland, to the east a little bit of a 
bluff, then a beach, then the lake. To the west a huge lagoon and marshes; Potawatomis called it 
the Kitchi-wap choku (big wet prairie). The remnants of the lagoon include the North Branch of 
the Chicago River and the Skokie Lagoons built by the Civilian Conservation Corps to control 
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flooding. The Indians walked the ridge, a geologic feature called the Highland Park Moraine that 
was deposited by the Wisconsinan glacier. 

It terminates at Indian Hill Club, and transitions into a long sand spit that runs south from Indian 
Hill toward Chicago. As recently as 160 years ago, a traveler (likely carrying a flintlock pistol 
and a few Spanish dollars for lodging) might have overnighted at the log house at Indian Hill.” 

 
Map showing geological context of the Skokie Lagoons. 

“Wow, times have changed!” I said. 
Charlie reflected a minute and grinned. “So the pistol and Spanish dollars, and the sand and 
wood samples are components of our collective history…. told as a story, Sally. But unless the 
story is supported by evidence like the artifacts in the WHS collection, it’s only conjecture… a 
novel, a good yarn at best.” 

Spend a half hour with Charlie and you may learn that his favorite task is to build sustainable 
beaches or living shorelines, stabilized with rocky headlands and native grasses. But most 
importantly, you will learn that an inquisitive mind paired with a generous spirit is the winning 
combination we have in Winnetka’s own natural scientist and first-rate storyteller, Charlie 
Shabica! 
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ARCHITECT L. MORGAN YOST, AVID PACKARD HISTORIAN 

 
By CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
UPDATED: August 10, 2021 at 5:47 AM CDT Originally Published: May 20, 1992 at 1:00 

AM CDT 

L. Morgan Yost, 83, a Chicago area architect for more than 40 years, was past 
president of the Chicago chapter of the American Institute of Architects. A resident of 
Cherokee Village, Ark., and formerly of Kenilworth, he died May 6 in Fulton County 
Hospital in Salem, Ark. 

His architectural practice focused on residential, industrial and commercial buildings. 
These included churches, banks and residences as well as military installations. 

A graduate of New Trier High School, he attended Northwestern University from 1925 
to 1929 and received a degree in architecture from Ohio State University in 1931. He 
later was given a distinguished alumnus award by OSU. 

He was president of the Chicago chapter of AIA from 1950 to 1952. He also was past 
executive director of the Chicago School of Architecture Foundation and helped raise 
funds to remodel the Glessner mansion, 1800 S. Prairie Ave. 

Up Next - Top Videos Trump looks to roll back regulations on household lightbulbs and water standar 
An instructor at the Art Institute of Chicago, he served as architectural editor of Small 
Homes Guide and as consulting editor of Household Magazine. 

”He was more than an architect,” said his wife, Winogene. ”He was an advocate for 
and generous contributor to many research projects. Of special interest to him were 
the works of Frank Lloyd Wright. He also researched the works of David Adler and 
was a pioneering historian on Greene and Greene of Pasadena, Calif.” 

Read More 
Mr. Yost was an avid collector and historian on the subject of Packard automobiles. 
He was co-author of the book, ”Packard: A History of the Car and the Company.” He 
was past president for the Illinois region of the Antique Automobile Club of America. 

Besides his wife, survivors include three daughters, Elyn Mulder, Karyl Thorsen and 
Chari Binstadt; a son, G. Owen Yost; eight grandchildren; and a sister. 

Services were private. 
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545 Oak – Greek Revival  

The exquisite Greek Revival home at 545 Oak was built in 1937 for Dr. Paul and Eunice 
Greeley. 
 
Dr. Paul W. Greeley, Jr. was a major figure in the field of plastic surgery. He was born in 1902 
in Waterman, IL and moved to the Chicago area for medical school at Northwestern. He 
graduated in the mid-1920s and shortly after, in 1927, married Eunice Goebel. The couple 
moved to Winnetka, where Paul opened a medical practice in the Tudor Revival building at 545 
Lincoln. In 1937, he was named Chief of the Division of Plastic Surgery at the University of 
Illinois’ College of Medicine. In the 1950s he was named Chairman of the Department of Plastic 
and Reconstructive Surgery at Rush Medical College.  
 
While living in Winnetka, the Greeleys hired noted architect Frank Polito in 1937 to design their 
home at 545 Oak. They reportedly requested that the design replicate Paul Greeley’s great-
grandfather’s estate near Troy, NY, which had been built in 1811.  
 
Little is known about Frank Polito’s personal life, but his work speaks for itself.  In addition to 
the Greeley home at 545 Oak, he also designed St. Lambert’s Catholic Church in Skokie, 561 
Earlston in Kenilworth, and 864 Boal Parkway in Winnetka, to name a few.  
 
In 1960, the Greeleys sold the home to Mr. and Mrs. Philip Stone, who sold it to the present 
owner, Louise Holland, in 1970. Louise has been an important figure in Winnetka for several 
decades. In 1997, she was elected as Winnetka’s fourth woman Village President. Louise has 
also served as president of the Winnetka Historical Society, chair of the Landmark Preservation 
Commission and, chair the Hadley Institute for the Blind and Visually Impaired. In 2018 the 
Chamber of Commerce honored Louise with a Lifetime Achievement Award. 
 
Architectural historians agree that Louise’s at 545 Oak house represents a wonderful example of 
the Greek Revival style. According to the National Register nomination, this house “exhibits 
remarkable historic integrity on all elevations as well as in all the interior living spaces. There 
have been no changes to any of the original architectural detailing.” The front façade illustrates 
the style well, with its low-pitched gable roof and a front-facing triangular pediment.  
In addition to her many, many accomplishments, Louise has provided impeccable care for her 
historic home at 545 Oak. This house is now a locally designated landmark and is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
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This four-bedroom Victorian house at 326 Ridge 
Ave. in Winnetka has a two-story coach house as 
well as a walk-up attic and an unfinished basement. 
(Petr Poliak, VHT) 
Winnetka 4-bedroom house with 2-
story coach house: $1.5M 

 
By SALEEMA 

SYED | ssyed@chicagotribune.com | Chicago Tribune 
PUBLISHED: December 17, 2024 at 5:00 AM CST 

Address: 326 Ridge Ave., Winnetka 

Listed: Dec. 5, 2024 

Price: $1,495,000 

This four-bedroom Victorian house features 10-foot ceilings, a marble fireplace, built-
ins and crown molding. The house has a two-story coach house, which has its own 
living room, kitchen, upstairs great room, bedroom, bath, two fireplaces and a 
screened porch. The main house has an office or play area off the eat-in kitchen that 
opens to a screened porch. The primary suite includes a tandem room that can be 
used as a nursery, office or walk-in closet. The house also has a walk-up attic and an 
unfinished basement. 

Listing agent: Susan Sullivan, @properties Christie’s International, 847-881-0200 

Winnetka 4-bedroom house with 2-story coach house: Staircase 

 
This four-bedroom Victorian house at 326 Ridge Ave. in Winnetka has a two-story 
coach house as well as a walk-up attic and an unfinished basement. (Petr Poliak, 
VHT) 
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Winnetka 4-bedroom house with 2-story coach house: Living space 

 
 
Winnetka 4-bedroom house with 2-story coach house: Kitchen 

 
 
Winnetka 4-bedroom house with 2-story coach house: Screened porch 
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Winnetka 4-bedroom house with 2-story coach house: Living space 

 
 
Winnetka 4-bedroom house with 2-story coach house: Bedroom 

 
 
Winnetka 4-bedroom house with 2-story coach house: Bedroom 
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Winnetka 4-bedroom house with 2-story coach house: Outdoor space 

 
 
Winnetka 4-bedroom house with 2-story coach house: Living space 

 
 
Winnetka 4-bedroom house with 2-story coach house: Coach house 

 
Some listing photos are “virtually staged,” meaning they have been digitally altered to 
represent different furnishing or decorating options. 
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STRUCTURAL OBSERVATION REPORT: 
326 Ridge Ave in Winnetka, Illinois 60093 

Project Number & Date: 

25-142 - February 10, 2025 
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326 RIDGE AVE IN WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 
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326 RIDGE AVE IN WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

Background: 
A structural observation was requested by Jeff Ralph from Edward Deegan Architects who is 

representing the owners of 326 Ridge Ave in Winnetka, Illinois for the existing primarily wood framed 

single-family residence as well as the existing primarily wood framed coach house. 

The observation is limited to the existing structural elements and the analysis of these elements 

in question will follow the adopted 2021 International Residential Code and Winnetka’s amendments to 

the code. 

Observation: 

 Main Single-Family Residence: 

  Roof & Attic Framing: 

 The existing roof is comprised of hip roofs towards the west and the main roof is a hip with a flat 

roof framing in the middle. This roof is constructed with 2x4’s roughly 24-inches center-to-center 

(picture 1). Bracing was installed to prop the flat roof portion and transfer the load down into the 

hallway wall. This hallway wall bearing the load does not appear to align with the main support in the 

basement (picture 2). 

 

Picture 1: Existing Roof Framing 

 

Existing roof rafters. 
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326 RIDGE AVE IN WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

 

Picture 2: Flat Roof Prop to Hallway Wall 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flat roof framing prop at East 

and West end of flat roof. 

Hallway wall framing bearing 

ceiling joists & roof prop. 
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326 RIDGE AVE IN WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

The existing attic floor framing is 2x4’s at 16-inches center-to-center spanning 13.5 feet from 

bearing points in the north-south direction. The interior bearing element is the same hallway wall 

bearing the roof props. As mentioned before, this wall does not appear to align with the first-floor main 

bearing wall nor the basement main support system (picture 3). 

 

Picture 3: Existing Ceiling Joists 

 

 A laser level was used to verify the amount of sag in the existing ceiling joists. The high side of 

the joists is at the exterior walls and drop roughly 1-1/2-inches towards the interior hallway wall 

(pictures 4 & 5). 

   

Picture 4 & 5: Ceiling Joist Laser Level Measurement. 

 

Existing ceiling joist 

depth measurement. 

Laser level line 

measurement. 
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326 RIDGE AVE IN WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

Second Floor Framing: 

A significant slope in the northeast bedroom on the second floor was observed. A laser level was 

used to determine the second-floor dips to the same interior hallway wall that bears the attic and roof 

framing props. Moving north to south this floor exhibits the same amount of deformation as the attic at 

roughly 1-1/2-inches (pictures 6 & 7). This slope occurs across 11 feet. 

Picture 6: Northeast Bedroom North Measurement. 

Picture 7: Northeast Bedroom South Measurement. 

Laser level line 

measurement. 

Laser level line 

measurement. 
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326 RIDGE AVE IN WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

 At the stairwell from first to second was measured to be roughly 2x8 framing. The spacing is 

assumed to be 16-inches center-to-center which is based on the observed first floor framing spacing 

(picture 8). The worst case second floor joist span measured occurs in the Living Room at roughly 14.5 

feet from exterior wall to interior bearing wall. 

 

Picture 8: Rough Second Floor Framing Thickness Measurement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top of finished floor 

of second floor. 

Rough bottom location 

of second floor framing. 

Trim piece applied 

to underside of first 

floor ceiling. 
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326 RIDGE AVE IN WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

  First Floor Framing: 

 The first-floor framing that creates the Foyer and stairwell at the southeast corner of the 

existing residence was measured with a laser level to verify a highpoint in the floor that could be felt 

while walking from east to west. The measurements from the most eastern point in the Foyer moving 

west to the Dining Room confirmed that the  

 

Picture 9: Foyer East Laser Level Measurement. 
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326 RIDGE AVE IN WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

 

Picture 10: Foyer to Dining Room (east to west) High Point Measurement. 

  

The first-floor framing is 2x8’s joists at 16-inches center-to-center (picture 11). Below the 

kitchen, the existing sub-floor was observed to be water damaged and deteriorated as the underside of 

the hardwood floor was exposed (picture 12). 

    

Pictures 11 & 12: Existing First Floor Joist Depth & Water Damaged Sub-floor. 

 

Water damaged sub-

flooring below kitchen. 

Existing first floor joist 

depth roughly 7-1/2”. 

Page 219 of 538



 

 pg. 9 

326 RIDGE AVE IN WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

 The existing first-floor joists were observed to span east-to-west which is the opposite direction 

relative to the second-floor and attic floor framing (north-south). The first-floor framing is supported by 

7-1/2”x7-1/2” wood beams and the floor joists are mortised into the main beams (Picture 13 & 14). 

 

Picture 13: Typical Existing Main Support Beam in Basement. 

 

 

Picture 14: Mortise Joist to Main Wood Beam. 

 

Typical existing first floor 

main support beams 

spanning north-south. 

Existing ceiling finish 

in basement. 
Existing interior 

wood column. 

Existing typical mortise 

joint from joist to main 

wood beam. 
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326 RIDGE AVE IN WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

It appears that because the main wood beam supports in the basement installed perpendicular 

to the main bearing walls above, temporary adjustable steel posts were installed by the previous owners 

in order to correct the load path. It is unclear if these adjustable columns bear on anything more than an 

exposed concrete block at the base (pictures 15, 16 & 17). 

Picture 15: West Temporary Adjustable Column. 

Picture 16: East Temporary Adjustable Column. 

Adjustable steel column below 

bearing wall above. No beam 

between these adjust column 

under the bearing wall was 

observed. 

Adjustable steel column 

below bearing wall above. 
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326 RIDGE AVE IN WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

 

Picture 17: Adjustable Steel Column Base. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjustable steel column 

base on exposed 

concrete block base. 
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326 RIDGE AVE IN WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

 Coach House: 

 The coach house structure is a one-story structure with an occupiable second floor space within 

the roof framing. The first floor is a single-car garage space on the north side and a living space with a 

kitchen on the south side. The first-floor garage and living space is a concrete slab-on-grade. A 

noticeable slope in the second-floor framing was observed and it appears the second-floor framing is 

2x8’s based on a measurement at the stairwell. In the middle of the second-floor space, roughly three 

feet south of the interior wall that creates the bedroom, the floor drops two-inches towards the wall 

(pictures 18, 19 & 20). It appears the rigid point (high point) is caused by a wall on the first floor that 

separates the garage from the living unit. 

 

Picture 18: Coach House Second Floor Living Space. 

 

Interior wall parallel to 

roof framing between 

bedroom & living space. 
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326 RIDGE AVE IN WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

 

Picture 19: Measurement at High Point Roughly 3-ft South of Interior Partition Wall. 

 

 

Picture 20: Measurement at Interior Partition Wall. 

 

 

Measurement at high 

point roughly 3-ft south 

of interior wall. 

Measurement at high 

point roughly 3-ft south 

of interior wall. 

Page 224 of 538



 pg. 14

326 RIDGE AVE IN WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

Analysis and Corrections: 
An analysis of the existing members was performed using the adopted 2021 International 

Residence Code and the existing wood members were assumed to be high grade lumber Spruce-Pine Fir 

Select Structural. This assumption is based on typical old-growth lumber that was used during the time 

period in which these structures were built.  

The analysis of the existing 2x4 rafters at 24-inches center-to-center indicates that these fails in 

bending and deflection. The bend stress under full snow loading is exceeded by 46% and per the IRC a 

roof framing member that does not support a brittle ceiling finish is allowed to deflect L/180 which is 

0.6-inches. The actual member deflection 1.68-inches which is almost 3-times the allowable limit (see 

attachment for calculations). 

Assessing the existing 2x4 attic ceiling joists at 16-inches resulted in a 32% failure in bending 

stress and exceeding the allowable deflection limits for a ceiling with a brittle finish by 3.5 times the 

allowable limit (see attachment for calculations). 

Both the first and second floors are constructed with 2x8 joists at 16-inches center-to-center 

with a worst-case span of 14’-6”. The analysis shows the bending stress is exceeded by 5% and the 

deflection is 1.4 times the allowable limit. 

The existing main support beam lines in the basement do not align with the bearing walls on the 

first and second floor, therefore, a new beam line with columns and footings would need to be installed 

to correct the load path. The existing adjustable steel columns are intended for temporary use until a 

permanent solution is installed and most likely there is no isolated footing below these columns.  

The severe floor deformation on the second floor of the coach house appears to be caused by 

failure of the roof framing. A knee wall Is present on the East and West walls of the gable roof. A collar 

tie is provided roughly eight feet above the finished floor. Without the presence of a ceiling joist to resist 

the tension loads from the roof, the rafters thrust out and pushing down on the interior wall framing. 

The wall framing is apply roof load to the existing second floor framing causing the excessive 

deformation in the floor (pictures 21 & 22). 
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326 RIDGE AVE IN WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

 

 

Picture 21: Coach House East Exterior Knee Wall. 

 

 

Picture 22: Coach House West Exterior Knee Wall. 

 

 

 

Coach house east 

exterior knee wall. 

Coach house west 

exterior knee wall. 
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326 RIDGE AVE IN WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

Conclusion: 
 Based on the observations and the analysis the horizontal structural components (rafters, joists 

and beams) are undersized relative to current code requirements and are experiencing excessive 

deformation due to load path issues. It is recommended that the existing main residence and coach 

house structures be razed based on the extensive reinforcement required to correct the load paths. The 

reinforcing would stabilize the structures; however, the deformations in the members caused by load 

path issues to the foundation systems cannot be completely removed from the existing wood elements 

and satisfying the serviceability requirements of the 2021 IRC would not be feasible. 

 If there are any questions regarding the contents of this observation, please feel free to contact 

me directly either by phone or email. 

Sincerely, 

PATERA, LLC 

     
Paul Ratajczyk, SE, M. ACSE 
Structural Engineer – Partner  
 

Illinois Design Firm Number : 184-009070 

Lic. #: 081.008959
Exp.: 11/30/2026
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326 Ridge Ave in Winnetka, Illinois 

Job Ref. 

25-142
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 2 

Calc. by 

PR 

Date 

2/10/2025 

Chk'd by Date App'd by Date 

BUILDING LOAD - MAIN HOUSE ROOF SNOW LOADING 

SNOW LOADING 

In accordance with ASCE7-16 

Tedds calculation version 1.0.12 

Building details 

Roof type; Hip and gable 

Width of roof (left on elevation); b1 = 13.00 ft 

Width of roof (right on elevation); b2 = 13.00 ft 

Slope of roof (left on elevation); α1 = 26.60 deg

Slope of roof (right on elevation); α2 = 26.60 deg

Ground snow load 

Ground snow load (Figure 7.2-1); pg = 30.00 lb/ft2 

Density of snow; γ = min(0.13 × pg / 1ft + 14lb/ft3, 30lb/ft3) = 17.90 lb/ft3

Surface roughness category (Sect. 26.7); B

Exposure condition (Table 7.3-1); Partially exposed

Exposure factor (Table 7.3-1); Ce = 1.00

Thermal condition (Table 7.3-2); Others with cold roofs

Thermal factor (Table 7.3-2); Ct = 1.10

Importance category (Table 1.5-1); II

Importance factor (Table 1.5-2); Is = 1.00

Flat roof snow load (Sect 7.3); pf = 0.7 × Ce × Ct × Is × pg = 23.10 lb/ft2

Cold roof slope factor (Ct > 1.0) 

Roof surface type; Non slippery 

Ventilation; Ventilated 

Thermal resistance (R-value); R = 49.00;oF h ft2 / Btu 

Roof slope factor - left Fig 7.4-1b (solid line); Cs_l = 1.00  

Roof slope factor - right Fig 7.4-1b (solid line); Cs_r = 1.00  

Hip and gable roof loads 

Balanced sloped snow load - left (Cl.7.4); ps_l = Cs_l × pf = 23.10 lb/ft2

Balanced sloped snow load - right (Cl.7.4); ps_r = Cs_r × pf = 23.10 lb/ft2

Slope of left roof; Sl = 1 / tan(α1) = 2.00

Slope of right roof; Sr = 1 / tan(α2) = 2.00

Unbalanced load - left roof windward; ps_lw = 0 lb/ft2 

Unbalanced load - right roof leeward; ps_rl = Is × pg = 30.00 lb/ft2

Unbalanced load - left roof leeward; ps_ll = Is × pg = 30.00 lb/ft2

Unbalanced load - right roof windward; ps_rw = 0 lb/ft2 

Page 229 of 538



 

  

  

Project 

326 Ridge Ave in Winnetka, Illinois  

Job Ref. 

25-142  

Section 

  

Sheet no./rev. 

  3   

Calc. by 

PR 

Date 

2/10/2025 

Chk'd by 

  

Date 

  

App'd by 

  

Date 

  

 

 

  
 

 

; 

ROOF FRAMING - EXISTING RAFTERS AT 24 INCHES 

STRUCTURAL WOOD MEMBER ANALYSIS & DESIGN (NDS) 

In accordance with the ANSI/AF&PA NDS-2018 using the ASD method 

Tedds calculation version 1.7.10 
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Applied loading 

Beam loads 

Dead self weight of beam × 1

roof Dead full UDL 30 lb/ft 

roof Snow full UDL 60 lb/ft 

Load combinations 

Load combination 1 Support A Dead × 1.00

Live × 1.00

Roof Live × 0.00

Snow × 0.00

Wind × 0.00

Seismic × 0.00

Span 1 Dead × 1.00

Live × 1.00

Roof Live × 0.00

Snow × 0.00

Wind × 0.00

Seismic × 0.00
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Support B Dead × 1.00

Live × 1.00

Roof Live × 0.00

Snow × 0.00

Wind × 0.00

Seismic × 0.00

Load combination 2 Support A Dead × 1.00

Live × 0.00

Roof Live × 0.00

Snow × 1.00

Wind × 0.00

Seismic × 0.00

Span 1 Dead × 1.00

Live × 0.00

Roof Live × 0.00

Snow × 1.00

Wind × 0.00

Seismic × 0.00

Support B Dead × 1.00

Live × 0.00

Roof Live × 0.00

Snow × 1.00

Wind × 0.00

Seismic × 0.00

Load combination 3 Support A Dead × 1.00

Live × 0.75

Roof Live × 0.00

Snow × 0.75

Wind × 0.00

Seismic × 0.00

Span 1 Dead × 1.00

Live × 0.75

Roof Live × 0.00

Snow × 0.75

Wind × 0.00

Seismic × 0.00

Support B Dead × 1.00

Live × 0.75

Roof Live × 0.00

Snow × 0.75

Wind × 0.00

Seismic × 0.00
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Analysis results 

Maximum moment; Mmax = 924 lb_ft; Mmin = 0 lb_ft 

Design moment; M = max(abs(Mmax),abs(Mmin)) = 924 lb_ft 

Maximum shear; Fmax = 411 lb; Fmin = -411 lb 

Design shear; F = max(abs(Fmax),abs(Fmin)) = 411 lb 

Total load on member; Wtot = 821 lb 

Reaction at support A; RA_max = 411 lb; RA_min = 141 lb 

Unfactored dead load reaction at support A; RA_Dead = 141 lb 

Unfactored snow load reaction at support A; RA_Snow = 270 lb 

Reaction at support B; RB_max = 411 lb; RB_min = 141 lb 

Unfactored dead load reaction at support B; RB_Dead = 141 lb 

Unfactored snow load reaction at support B; RB_Snow = 270 lb 

  
 

Sawn lumber section details 

Nominal breadth of sections; bnom = 2 in 

Dressed breadth of sections; b = 1.5 in 

Nominal depth of sections; dnom = 4 in 

Dressed depth of sections; d = 3.5 in 

Number of sections in member; N = 1 

Overall breadth of member; bb = N × b = 1.5 in 

Species, grade and size classification; Spruce-Pine-Fir, Select Structural grade, 2'' & wider 

Bending parallel to grain; Fb = 1250 lb/in2 

Tension parallel to grain; Ft = 700 lb/in2 

Compression parallel to grain; Fc = 1400 lb/in2 

Compression perpendicular to grain; Fc_perp = 425 lb/in2 

Shear parallel to grain; Fv = 135 lb/in2 

Modulus of elasticity; E = 1500000 lb/in2 

Modulus of elasticity, stability calculations; Emin = 550000 lb/in2 

Mean shear modulus; Gdef = E / 16 = 93750 lb/in2 

Member details 

Service condition; Dry 

Length of span; Ls1 = 9 ft 

Length of bearing; Lb = 3.5 in 

Load duration; Two months 

The beam is one of three or more repetitive members 

Section properties 

Cross sectional area of member; A = N × b × d = 5.25 in2 

Section modulus; Sx = N × b × d2 / 6 = 3.06 in3 

 Sy = d × (N × b)2 / 6 = 1.31 in3 

Second moment of area; Ix = N × b × d3 / 12 = 5.36 in4 
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 Iy = d × (N × b)3 / 12 = 0.98 in4 

Adjustment factors 

Load duration factor - Table 2.3.2; CD = 1.15 

Temperature factor - Table 2.3.3; Ct = 1.00 

Size factor for bending - Table 4A; CFb = 1.50 

Size factor for tension - Table 4A; CFt = 1.50 

Size factor for compression - Table 4A; CFc = 1.15 

Flat use factor - Table 4A; Cfu = 1.10 

Incising factor for modulus of elasticity - Table 4.3.8 

 CiE = 1.00 

Incising factor for bending, shear, tension & compression - Table 4.3.8 

 Ci = 1.00 

Incising factor for perpendicular compression - Table 4.3.8 

 Cic_perp = 1.00 

Repetitive member factor - cl.4.3.9; Cr = 1.15 

Bearing area factor - cl.3.10.4; Cb = 1.00 

Depth-to-breadth ratio; dnom / (N × bnom) = 2.00 

 - Beam is fully restrained 

Beam stability factor - cl.3.3.3; CL = 1.00 

Bearing perpendicular to grain - cl.3.10.2 

Design compression perpendicular to grain; Fc_perp' = Fc_perp × Ct × Cic_perp × Cb = 425 lb/in2 

Applied compression stress perpendicular to grain; fc_perp = RA_max / (N × b × Lb) = 78 lb/in2 

 fc_perp / Fc_perp' = 0.184 

PASS - Design compressive stress exceeds applied compressive stress at bearing 

Strength in bending - cl.3.3.1 

Design bending stress; Fb' = Fb × CD × Ct × CL × CFb × Ci × Cr = 2480 lb/in2 

Actual bending stress; fb = M / Sx = 3621 lb/in2 

 fb / Fb' = 1.460 

FAIL - Design bending stress is less than actual bending stress 

Strength in shear parallel to grain - cl.3.4.1 

Design shear stress; Fv' = Fv × CD × Ct × Ci = 155 lb/in2 

Actual shear stress - eq.3.4-2; fv = 3 × F / (2 × A) = 117 lb/in2 

 fv / Fv' = 0.756 

PASS - Design shear stress exceeds actual shear stress 

Deflection - cl.3.5.1 

Modulus of elasticity for deflection; E' = E × CME × Ct × CiE = 1500000 lb/in2 

Design deflection; δadm = 0.0056 × Ls1 = 0.605 in 

Total deflection; δb_s1 = 1.676 in 

 δb_s1 / δadm = 2.771 

FAIL - Total deflection exceeds design deflection 

 

; 
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ATTIC FRAMING - EXISTING CEILING JOIST AT 16 INCHES 

STRUCTURAL WOOD MEMBER ANALYSIS & DESIGN (NDS) 

In accordance with the ANSI/AF&PA NDS-2018 using the ASD method 

Tedds calculation version 1.7.10 
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Applied loading 

Beam loads 

 Dead self weight of beam × 1  

attic Dead full UDL 20 lb/ft 

attic Live full UDL 27 lb/ft 

Load combinations 

Load combination 1 Support A Dead × 1.00 

  Live × 1.00 

  Roof Live × 0.00 

  Snow × 0.00 

  Wind × 0.00 

  Seismic × 0.00 

 Span 1 Dead × 1.00 

  Live × 1.00 

  Roof Live × 0.00 

  Snow × 0.00 

  Wind × 0.00 

  Seismic × 0.00 

 Support B Dead × 1.00 

  Live × 1.00 

  Roof Live × 0.00 

  Snow × 0.00 

  Wind × 0.00 

  Seismic × 0.00 

Load combination 2 Support A Dead × 1.00 

  Live × 0.00 

  Roof Live × 0.00 

  Snow × 1.00 

  Wind × 0.00 

  Seismic × 0.00 

 Span 1 Dead × 1.00 

  Live × 0.00 

  Roof Live × 0.00 

  Snow × 1.00 
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  Wind × 0.00 

  Seismic × 0.00 

 Support B Dead × 1.00 

  Live × 0.00 

  Roof Live × 0.00 

  Snow × 1.00 

  Wind × 0.00 

  Seismic × 0.00 

Load combination 3 Support A Dead × 1.00 

  Live × 0.75 

  Roof Live × 0.00 

  Snow × 0.75 

  Wind × 0.00 

  Seismic × 0.00 

 Span 1 Dead × 1.00 

  Live × 0.75 

  Roof Live × 0.00 

  Snow × 0.75 

  Wind × 0.00 

  Seismic × 0.00 

 Support B Dead × 1.00 

  Live × 0.75 

  Roof Live × 0.00 

  Snow × 0.75 

  Wind × 0.00 

  Seismic × 0.00 

Analysis results 

Maximum moment; Mmax = 730 lb_ft; Mmin = 0 lb_ft 

Design moment; M = max(abs(Mmax),abs(Mmin)) = 730 lb_ft 

Maximum shear; Fmax = 266 lb; Fmin = -266 lb 

Design shear; F = max(abs(Fmax),abs(Fmin)) = 266 lb 

Total load on member; Wtot = 531 lb 

Reaction at support A; RA_max = 266 lb; RA_min = 117 lb 

Unfactored dead load reaction at support A; RA_Dead = 117 lb 

Unfactored live load reaction at support A; RA_Live = 149 lb 

Reaction at support B; RB_max = 266 lb; RB_min = 117 lb 

Unfactored dead load reaction at support B; RB_Dead = 117 lb 

Unfactored live load reaction at support B; RB_Live = 149 lb 

  

Page 237 of 538



 

  

  

Project 

326 Ridge Ave in Winnetka, Illinois  

Job Ref. 

25-142  

Section 

  

Sheet no./rev. 

  11   

Calc. by 

PR 

Date 

2/10/2025 

Chk'd by 

  

Date 

  

App'd by 

  

Date 

  

 

 

 

Sawn lumber section details 

Nominal breadth of sections; bnom = 2 in 

Dressed breadth of sections; b = 1.5 in 

Nominal depth of sections; dnom = 4 in 

Dressed depth of sections; d = 3.5 in 

Number of sections in member; N = 1 

Overall breadth of member; bb = N × b = 1.5 in 

Species, grade and size classification; Spruce-Pine-Fir, Select Structural grade, 2'' & wider 

Bending parallel to grain; Fb = 1250 lb/in2 

Tension parallel to grain; Ft = 700 lb/in2 

Compression parallel to grain; Fc = 1400 lb/in2 

Compression perpendicular to grain; Fc_perp = 425 lb/in2 

Shear parallel to grain; Fv = 135 lb/in2 

Modulus of elasticity; E = 1500000 lb/in2 

Modulus of elasticity, stability calculations; Emin = 550000 lb/in2 

Mean shear modulus; Gdef = E / 16 = 93750 lb/in2 

Member details 

Service condition; Dry 

Length of span; Ls1 = 11 ft 

Length of bearing; Lb = 3.5 in 

Load duration; Ten years 

The beam is one of three or more repetitive members 

Section properties 

Cross sectional area of member; A = N × b × d = 5.25 in2 

Section modulus; Sx = N × b × d2 / 6 = 3.06 in3 

 Sy = d × (N × b)2 / 6 = 1.31 in3 

Second moment of area; Ix = N × b × d3 / 12 = 5.36 in4 

 Iy = d × (N × b)3 / 12 = 0.98 in4 

Adjustment factors 

Load duration factor - Table 2.3.2; CD = 1.00 

Temperature factor - Table 2.3.3; Ct = 1.00 

Size factor for bending - Table 4A; CFb = 1.50 

Size factor for tension - Table 4A; CFt = 1.50 

Size factor for compression - Table 4A; CFc = 1.15 

Flat use factor - Table 4A; Cfu = 1.10 

Incising factor for modulus of elasticity - Table 4.3.8 

 CiE = 1.00 

Incising factor for bending, shear, tension & compression - Table 4.3.8 

 Ci = 1.00 

Incising factor for perpendicular compression - Table 4.3.8 

 Cic_perp = 1.00 

Repetitive member factor - cl.4.3.9; Cr = 1.15 
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Bearing area factor - cl.3.10.4; Cb = 1.00 

Depth-to-breadth ratio; dnom / (N × bnom) = 2.00

- Beam is fully restrained

Beam stability factor - cl.3.3.3; CL = 1.00 

Bearing perpendicular to grain - cl.3.10.2 

Design compression perpendicular to grain; Fc_perp' = Fc_perp × Ct × Cic_perp × Cb = 425 lb/in2

Applied compression stress perpendicular to grain; fc_perp = RA_max / (N × b × Lb) = 51 lb/in2

fc_perp / Fc_perp' = 0.119 

PASS - Design compressive stress exceeds applied compressive stress at bearing 

Strength in bending - cl.3.3.1 

Design bending stress; Fb' = Fb × CD × Ct × CL × CFb × Ci × Cr = 2156 lb/in2

Actual bending stress; fb = M / Sx = 2861 lb/in2 

fb / Fb' = 1.327 

FAIL - Design bending stress is less than actual bending stress 

Strength in shear parallel to grain - cl.3.4.1 

Design shear stress; Fv' = Fv × CD × Ct × Ci = 135 lb/in2

Actual shear stress - eq.3.4-2; fv = 3 × F / (2 × A) = 76 lb/in2

fv / Fv' = 0.562 

PASS - Design shear stress exceeds actual shear stress 

Deflection - cl.3.5.1 

Modulus of elasticity for deflection; E' = E × CME × Ct × CiE = 1500000 lb/in2

Design deflection; δadm = 0.0042 × Ls1 = 0.554 in

Total deflection; δb_s1 = 1.978 in

δb_s1 / δadm = 3.568

FAIL - Total deflection exceeds design deflection 

; 

2ND FLOOR FRAMING - EXISTING JOISTS AT 16 INCHES 

STRUCTURAL WOOD MEMBER ANALYSIS & DESIGN (NDS) 

In accordance with the ANSI/AF&PA NDS-2018 using the ASD method 

Tedds calculation version 1.7.10 
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Applied loading 

Beam loads 

 Dead self weight of beam × 1  

floor Dead full UDL 20 lb/ft 

floor Live full UDL 53 lb/ft 

Load combinations 

Load combination 1 Support A Dead × 1.00 

  Live × 1.00 

  Roof Live × 0.00 

  Snow × 0.00 

Page 240 of 538



Project 

326 Ridge Ave in Winnetka, Illinois 

Job Ref. 

25-142

Section Sheet no./rev. 

 14 

Calc. by 

PR 

Date 

2/10/2025 

Chk'd by Date App'd by Date 

Wind × 0.00

Seismic × 0.00

Span 1 Dead × 1.00

Live × 1.00

Roof Live × 0.00

Snow × 0.00

Wind × 0.00

Seismic × 0.00

Support B Dead × 1.00

Live × 1.00

Roof Live × 0.00

Snow × 0.00

Wind × 0.00

Seismic × 0.00

Load combination 2 Support A Dead × 1.00

Live × 0.00

Roof Live × 0.00

Snow × 1.00

Wind × 0.00

Seismic × 0.00

Span 1 Dead × 1.00

Live × 0.00

Roof Live × 0.00

Snow × 1.00

Wind × 0.00

Seismic × 0.00

Support B Dead × 1.00

Live × 0.00

Roof Live × 0.00

Snow × 1.00

Wind × 0.00

Seismic × 0.00

Load combination 3 Support A Dead × 1.00

Live × 0.75

Roof Live × 0.00

Snow × 0.75

Wind × 0.00

Seismic × 0.00

Span 1 Dead × 1.00

Live × 0.75

Roof Live × 0.00

Snow × 0.75
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  Wind × 0.00 

  Seismic × 0.00 

 Support B Dead × 1.00 

  Live × 0.75 

  Roof Live × 0.00 

  Snow × 0.75 

  Wind × 0.00 

  Seismic × 0.00 

Analysis results 

Maximum moment; Mmax = 1988 lb_ft; Mmin = 0 lb_ft 

Design moment; M = max(abs(Mmax),abs(Mmin)) = 1988 lb_ft 

Maximum shear; Fmax = 548 lb; Fmin = -548 lb 

Design shear; F = max(abs(Fmax),abs(Fmin)) = 548 lb 

Total load on member; Wtot = 1097 lb 

Reaction at support A; RA_max = 548 lb; RA_min = 164 lb 

Unfactored dead load reaction at support A; RA_Dead = 164 lb 

Unfactored live load reaction at support A; RA_Live = 384 lb 

Reaction at support B; RB_max = 548 lb; RB_min = 164 lb 

Unfactored dead load reaction at support B; RB_Dead = 164 lb 

Unfactored live load reaction at support B; RB_Live = 384 lb 

  
 

Sawn lumber section details 

Nominal breadth of sections; bnom = 2 in 

Dressed breadth of sections; b = 1.5 in 

Nominal depth of sections; dnom = 8 in 

Dressed depth of sections; d = 7.25 in 

Number of sections in member; N = 1 

Overall breadth of member; bb = N × b = 1.5 in 

Species, grade and size classification; Spruce-Pine-Fir, Select Structural grade, 2'' & wider 

Bending parallel to grain; Fb = 1250 lb/in2 

Tension parallel to grain; Ft = 700 lb/in2 

Compression parallel to grain; Fc = 1400 lb/in2 

Compression perpendicular to grain; Fc_perp = 425 lb/in2 

Shear parallel to grain; Fv = 135 lb/in2 

Modulus of elasticity; E = 1500000 lb/in2 

Modulus of elasticity, stability calculations; Emin = 550000 lb/in2 

Mean shear modulus; Gdef = E / 16 = 93750 lb/in2 
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Member details 

Service condition; Dry 

Length of span; Ls1 = 14.5 ft 

Length of bearing; Lb = 3.5 in 

Load duration; Ten years 

The beam is one of three or more repetitive members 

Section properties 

Cross sectional area of member; A = N × b × d = 10.87 in2

Section modulus; Sx = N × b × d2 / 6 = 13.14 in3

Sy = d × (N × b)2 / 6 = 2.72 in3

Second moment of area; Ix = N × b × d3 / 12 = 47.63 in4

Iy = d × (N × b)3 / 12 = 2.04 in4

Adjustment factors 

Load duration factor - Table 2.3.2; CD = 1.00 

Temperature factor - Table 2.3.3; Ct = 1.00 

Size factor for bending - Table 4A; CFb = 1.20 

Size factor for tension - Table 4A; CFt = 1.20 

Size factor for compression - Table 4A; CFc = 1.05 

Flat use factor - Table 4A; Cfu = 1.15 

Incising factor for modulus of elasticity - Table 4.3.8 

CiE = 1.00 

Incising factor for bending, shear, tension & compression - Table 4.3.8 

Ci = 1.00 

Incising factor for perpendicular compression - Table 4.3.8 

Cic_perp = 1.00 

Repetitive member factor - cl.4.3.9; Cr = 1.15 

Bearing area factor - cl.3.10.4; Cb = 1.00 

Depth-to-breadth ratio; dnom / (N × bnom) = 4.00

- Beam is fully restrained

Beam stability factor - cl.3.3.3; CL = 1.00 

Bearing perpendicular to grain - cl.3.10.2 

Design compression perpendicular to grain; Fc_perp' = Fc_perp × Ct × Cic_perp × Cb = 425 lb/in2

Applied compression stress perpendicular to grain; fc_perp = RA_max / (N × b × Lb) = 104 lb/in2

fc_perp / Fc_perp' = 0.246 

PASS - Design compressive stress exceeds applied compressive stress at bearing 

Strength in bending - cl.3.3.1 

Design bending stress; Fb' = Fb × CD × Ct × CL × CFb × Ci × Cr = 1725 lb/in2

Actual bending stress; fb = M / Sx = 1815 lb/in2 

fb / Fb' = 1.052 

FAIL - Design bending stress is less than actual bending stress 

Strength in shear parallel to grain - cl.3.4.1 

Design shear stress; Fv' = Fv × CD × Ct × Ci = 135 lb/in2

Page 243 of 538



Project 

326 Ridge Ave in Winnetka, Illinois 

Job Ref. 

25-142

Section Sheet no./rev. 

 17 

Calc. by 

PR 

Date 

2/10/2025 

Chk'd by Date App'd by Date 

Actual shear stress - eq.3.4-2; fv = 3 × F / (2 × A) = 76 lb/in2

fv / Fv' = 0.560 

PASS - Design shear stress exceeds actual shear stress 

Deflection - cl.3.5.1 

Modulus of elasticity for deflection; E' = E × CME × Ct × CiE = 1500000 lb/in2

Design deflection; δadm = 0.0042 × Ls1 = 0.731 in

Total deflection; δb_s1 = 1.053 in

δb_s1 / δadm = 1.441

FAIL - Total deflection exceeds design deflection 

; 
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MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA 

TO: HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE: FEBRUARY 27, 2025

SUBJECT: 945 PINE TREE LANE - DEMOLITION PERMIT (CASE NO. 25-04-HPC)

INTRODUCTION
Meeting Date March 3, 2025
Commission Action Preliminary historic and architectural review to determine 

if a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary 
or if demolition may proceed without delay.

Property Address 945 Pine Tree Lane (See Attachment A – Aerial Map)
Property Owner S & Z Investors LLC
Application Submitted by Sohail Asmal, representing the ownership
Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet

Completed

Public Comments as of Date of Memo As of the date of this memo, staff has not received any 
written comment from the public regarding this application. 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Size 0.61 acres
Location East side of Pine Tree Lane between Tower Road and Asbury 

Avenue
Improvements Single-family residence with a detached accessory shed
Zoning R-2 Single Family Residential 
Surrounding Zoning R-2 Single Family Residential

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History Study
See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Research

Constructed 1951
Additional Construction Activity 1954 - Construct one-story tool shed addition to garage, 

1960 - Construct addition to single-family residence, 1963 - 
Construct addition

Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing No
Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) WHS research indicates that the property does not have 

architectural or historical significance. See attached report 
from the WHS provided in Attachment C for details.
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NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
Other Permits for New Primary Structures on 
Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley)

None

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and 
noise impacts in the neighborhood.

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted

Building permit application for a new single-family home has 
been submitted and is under review. 

DEMOLITION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

The Commission may order the issuance of a demolition delay of a historic or architecturally 
significant structure for up to but not exceeding 270 days from the date the Commission determines 
that an applicant is required to submit an HAIS for the structure the applicant wishes to demolish.

Should the HPC request an HAIS for the subject property at the March 3rd Commission meeting, and 
after reviewing the HAIS at a future meeting the HPC determines the structure is significant and a 
delay should be issued, the Commission may at that time issue a demolition delay up to but not 
exceeding 270 days from March 3rd, 2025. 

COMMISSION REVIEW

The Commission may consider one of the following motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact Study 
Required or (2) Building and/or Property is Not Historic or Architecturally Significant.

Historical Architectural Impact Study Required
The Commission finds that based upon (1) the preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the HPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit. The Commission reached its 
conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria: [The Commission must note 
which of the following criteria is met]

1. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit;

2. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 
of the Village Code; (Subject Property is not a landmark)

3. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation; and (Subject Property is not on the state survey)

4. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic Places. (Subject Property is not on National Register 
or the Illinois Register of Historic Places)

Building and/or Property Lacks Historic or Architectural Significance 
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village Code 
that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant a 
Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may proceed without 
delay. 
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Attachment A: GIS Aerial Map
Attachment B: Preliminary Property History Study
Attachment C: Historical Society Research
Attachment D: Application Materials
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information is believed to be generally accurate, errors may exist and the user should independently confirm for accuracy. The map does not constitute a regulatory determination and is not a base for engineering

design. A Registered Land Surveyor should be consulted to determine precise location boundaries on the ground.
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

FROM: ANN KLAASSEN, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

DATE: FEBRUARY 5, 2025 

SUBJECT: CASE NO. 25-04-HPC: 945 PINE TREE LANE 

INTRODUCTION 

On March 3, 2025, the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) is scheduled to consider a request to 
demolish the residence at 945 Pine Tree Lane. Please return any available information regarding the 
architectural and historical significance of the structure to Christopher Marx by the end of the day on 
Monday, February 24, 2025. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 
aklaassen@winnetka.org or (847) 716-3525.      

PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

3-23-1951 Construct 1 ½-story residence Irvin A. Blietz Donald F. Gibbs 

4-6-1954 Construct 1-story tool shed 
addition to garage 

W. E. Bikle Owner 

4-28-1960 Construct addition to single family 
residence 

Mr. W. E. Bikle Owner 

12-6-1963 Construct addition to residence 
(two dormers) 

Mr. & Mrs. T. H. Taylor 
Brady 

Owner 

ATTACHMENT B
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945 Pine Tree Lane – January 2025 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH  

COVERSHEET 
 

     

Address: 945 Pine Tree Lane  

 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1951 

Construction type: Brick and clapboard siding   

Style: Modified Colonial   

 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY:   

OWNER/RESIDENT 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Irvin A. Blietz 1951 Building permit 

application 

 

William E. Bikle 1952 – at least 

1960 

Building permit 

application, Winnetka 

Talk articles  

 

T. H. Taylor  and Anne W. 

Brady  

By 1963 – 1972  Building permit 

application, real estate 

listing slip, Winnetka 

Talk article 

 

Nancy R. Martini, W. Curt 

Martini, Jr.  

By 1973 – at least 

2020 

1975 directory, Winnetka 

Talk article, 

Ancestry.com records, 

Donnellan Funeral 

Home obituary  

 

   

 

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND 

DESCRIPTION OF 

PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Donald F. Gibbs 1951 – construct 1.5 story 

residence  

 

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Cook County Assessor records, Cook County 

Recorder records, historic phone books, WHS property files, WHS digital files, Ancestry.com, 

Chicago Tribune 
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Findings: 

Our research does not indicate that this property maintains architectural or historical 

significance. While it was home to several long-term Winnetkans, we did not find any 

information about the previous owners/residents that warrants further research. In addition, we 

did not find any information about the original architect, and do not believe the architectural 

style to be unique, significant, or notable.  

Date of Research: 2/7/2025 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society 
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1975 directory 

 

 

Ancestry.com records  
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March  

https://www.donnellanfuneral.com/obituaries/Ann-
Louise-Nancy-Relihan-Martini?obId=32750564 
 
Ann Louise "Nancy" Relihan Martini Obituary 
Ann Louise “Nancy” Martini née Relihan, age 90, of Winnetka, IL. Beloved wife of the 
late Walter Curt Martini, Jr. Loving mother of Mara Martini, Andrew Martini, Curt Martini, 
and the late Matthew Martini. Proud grandmother of Anna Martini and Nicholas 
Martini. Dear sister of the late Sally (the late John) Kelly, the late Joan Byrne Relihan, 
and the late John Relihan, Jr. Fond aunt and great aunt of many nieces and nephews. 
 
A Funeral Mass will be announced at a later date. 
 
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to:  
 
Divine Mercy Parish at Sacred Heart Church 
1077 Tower Road 
Winnetka, IL 60093 
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Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Gazebo dedicated to Irvin Blietz
Chicago Tribune (1963-1996); May 17, 1980; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Tribune
pg. N16
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Winnetka Talk, November 21, 1968 
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     COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Page 1

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA 

TO: HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE: FEBRUARY 27, 2025

SUBJECT: 1099 FISHER LANE - HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT 
STUDY (CASE NO. 24-20-HPC) 

INTRODUCTION
Meeting Date March 3, 2025 
Commission Action Determine (1) whether the HAIS is complete; (2) whether 

the proposed demolition will have a significant negative 
architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a 
whole or on the immediate neighborhood; and (3) whether 
demolition should be delayed in order to explore 
alternatives to total demolition.

Historic and Architectural Impact Study 
(HAIS)

Prepared by Benjamin Historic Certifications, LLC (the 
“Consultant”) and dated February 5, 2025. The Consultant’s 
conclusions regarding their evaluation of the structure’s 
historic and architectural significance can be found on pages 
18-20 of the HAIS. (See Attachment A).

Preliminary Historical and Architectural 
Review

December 2, 2024, by a vote of 4-0, required submittal of an 
HAIS.

Property Address 1099 Fisher Lane (See Attachment C – Aerial Map)
Property Owner SLOJO Investments, LLC
Application Submitted by SLOJO Investments, LLC, represented by John Crosson
Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet

Completed

Newspaper Notice The meeting was properly noticed in the Winnetka Talk on 
February 13, 2025.  

Public Comments as of Date of Memo As of the date of this memo, staff has received one written 
comment from the public regarding this application. (See 
Attachment G – Public Correspondence)

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Comments on HAIS

WHS finds the HAIS complete and agrees with the HAIS 
assessment that the house maintains architectural 
significance. (See Attachment B).

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Size 0.68 acres
Location North side of Fisher Crescent Lane between Scott Avenue and 

Fisher Lane
Improvements Single-family residence with an attached garage
Zoning R-2 Single Family Residential 
Surrounding Zoning R-2 Single Family Residential 
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PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment D, Preliminary Property History 
See Attachment E, WHS Research

Constructed 1964
Additional Construction Activity 1967 - Construct a garden shelter, 2002 - Strip and reroof flat 

and shingled portions of house roof
Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing No
Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) WHS research indicates that the property is architecturally 

significant. See attached report from the WHS provided in 
Attachment C for details.

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
Other Permits for New Primary Structures on 
Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley)

None

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise 
impacts in the neighborhood.

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted

No building permit application for a new single-family home 
or site restoration has been submitted at this time.

DEMOLITION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

The Commission may order the issuance of a demolition delay of a historic or architecturally 
significant structure for up to but not exceeding 270 days from the date the Commission determines 
that an applicant is required to submit an HAIS for the structure the applicant wishes to demolish.

If after reviewing the HAIS the HPC determines the home is significant and a delay should be issued, 
at that time the Commission may issue a demolition delay up to but not exceeding 270 days from 
December 2, 2024.

COMMISSION REVIEW

In making its determination regarding the historical and architectural impact of the subject property, 
the Landmark Preservation Commission shall consider the following:

a. the historic and architectural impact study prepared pursuant to the foregoing Section 
15.52.050;

b. the preliminary property history study prepared pursuant to Section 15.52.040;
c. comments of the Winnetka Historical Society on the application and study; and
d. any other information, comment or evidence received by the Commission at the impact 

determination meeting or at the preliminary review meeting.

Prior to making a determination, the Commission must first determine if it finds the Historical 
Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) complete. If the HPC determines that the HAIS filed by the 
Applicant is incomplete or otherwise insufficient to enable the HPC to make a determination as to the 
impact of the proposed demolition, the HPC may direct the Applicant to complete, amend or 
supplement the report and may continue the impact determination meeting pending the Applicant’s 
filing of a complete application.

If the Commission does find the HAIS complete, a Commission member may make one of the two 
following motions (a) the Building and/or Property Lacks Sufficient Historic or Architectural 
Significance or (b) Delay of Demolition:
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Building and/or Property Lacks Sufficient Historic or Architectural Significance

The Commission finds that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 1099 Fisher Lane 
prepared by Benjamin Historic Certifications, LLC is complete and that the proposed demolition 
will not have a significant negative architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a 
whole or on the immediate neighborhood. Based upon these findings, the demolition may 
proceed without a delay.

Delay of Demolition 

The Commission finds that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 1099 Fisher Lane 
prepared by Benjamin Historic Certifications, LLC is complete and that the building or structure 
is considered to be historically or architecturally significant as it meets one or more of the 
following standards [Commission member should note which of the following standards should 
be included in the motion]:

(1) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design without regard to the time built 
or historic associations;

(2) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design that is not the result of a change 
or a series of changes in the original structure; 

(3) the structure exemplifies an architectural style, construction technique or building type once 
common in the Village;

(4) the structure exhibits an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or construction technique 
that contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as an accent or counterpart; or 

(5) that the property has been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the Village 
Code, has been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey conducted 
under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation, or has been listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places or the Illinois Register of Historic Places  

The Commission finds that the proposed demolition will have a significant negative architectural 
or historical impact on either the Village as a whole or on the immediate neighborhood due to 
the following architecturally or historically significant aspects of the structure:

1. [Commission member to fill in] 
2. __________________________________________________________________

Preservation alternatives to the demolition of the structure include:

1. [Commission member to fill in].
2. __________________________________________________________________

Based upon these findings, the demolition must be delayed for a period of up to 270 days from 
December 2, 2024, in order to explore alternatives to total demolition. Demolition of the 
structure may not occur prior to August 29, 2025.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment A: HAIS prepared by Benjamin Historic Certifications, LLC
Attachment B: Historical Society HAIS Comments
Attachment C: GIS Aerial Map
Attachment D: Preliminary Property History Study
Attachment E: Historical Society Research
Attachment F: Application Materials
Attachment G: Public Correspondence
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HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT STUDY (HAIS) 
THE DR. ANTON AND VIRGINIA PANTONE HOUSE 

1099 FISHER - CRESCENT LANE, WINNETKA

Susan Benjamin, Jeanne Sylvester and Laura Hershner 
Benjamin Historic Certifications, LLC 
711 Marion Avenue 
Highland Park, IL 60035 
Submitted to the Village of Winnetka on February 7, 2024 

ATTACHMENT A 
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Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) Village of Winnetka: 1099 Fisher - Crescent Lane 
 

 
Benjamin Historic Certifications, LLC , 711 Marion Avenue, Highland Park, IL 60035 ssbenjamin711@gmail.com 

 

2 

 
 
 
Susan Benjamin, Jeanne Sylvester and Laura Hershner of Benjamin Historic Certifications have prepared 
this Historic and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 1099 Fisher – Crescent Lane in Winnetka, Illinois. 
Our qualifications are as follows: 
  
Susan Benjamin is an architectural historian with over 40 years of experience, who has prepared hundreds 
of local and National Register nominations and property tax freeze and federal income tax credit 
applications. Her BA is in Art History from Brown University, and her MA is from the University of 
Minnesota. Susan served as the first chairman of Highland Park Historic Preservation Commission. She 
frequently consults on Historic Preservation projects, lectures and has written several articles and books 
on Chicago architecture. She and architect Stuart Cohen are the authors of Great Houses of Chicago: 
1871–1921 (2008) and North Shore Chicago: Houses of the Lakefront Suburbs: 1890–1940 (2004), 
published by Acanthus Press, New York. Susan has most recently co-authored another book, entitled 
Modern in the Middle: Chicago Houses 1929–1975 (2020). Susan is a resident of Highland Park. 
  
Jeanne Sylvester joined Benjamin Historic Certifications after receiving her MS in Historic Preservation 
from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. She has completed several architectural surveys, Historic 
and Architectural Impact Studies, Historic Resource Evaluations, property tax freeze applications, and 
federal and state historic tax credit projects, as well as researched and drafted National Register of Historic 
Places nominations. Jeanne earned a BA in history from Northwestern University and a JD from DePaul 
University College of Law. She is the author of “The ‘Beaux-Arts Boys of Chicago: An Architectural 
Genealogy, 1890–1930” published by the journal Classicist. Jeanne is a resident of Long Grove where she 
is chairperson of the Historic Preservation and the Architectural commissions.  
  
Laura Hershner recently completed her thesis focusing on early North Shore developer C.A. Hemphill, 
earning her MS in historic preservation from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. While at school, 
Laura was part of the team awarded the Library of Congress 2023 Holland Prize for HABS documentation 
and a member of a finalist team in the Association for Preservation Technology’s 2023 Student Design-
Build Competition. Laura also served as the 2023 Driehaus Preservation Awards intern at Landmarks 
Illinois. She has recently completed researching and drafting  a National Register nomination for the mid-
century Eli Lipman House, 2633 Kenilworth Avenue in Wilmette, designed by Keck & Keck. She earned her 
BA in Geography from the University of Colorado at Boulder. Laura is a resident of Evanston. 
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Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) Village of Winnetka: 1099 Fisher - Crescent Lane 
 

 
Benjamin Historic Certifications, LLC , 711 Marion Avenue, Highland Park, IL 60035 ssbenjamin711@gmail.com 

 

3 

1099 Fisher - Crescent Lane 
Constructed 1964 
Original architects: Architectural Enterprises 

 
An original construction permit application for this property was dated July 6, 1964 for owners Dr. and 
Mrs. Anton M. Pantone.   
 
Property Index Number:  
05-17-200-070-0000 

 
Ownership History of the Land Parcel 
The legal description for the property at 1099 Fisher-Crescent Lane identifies the land parcel as:  
 
LOT 3 IN FENTRESS OTT SUBDIVISION BEING A SUBDIVISION OF LOT 1 IN TERRACE BLOCK IN CAGE'S 
FIRST ADDITION T0 LAKESIDE SUBDIVISION OF PART OF THE NORTH WEST QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER AND PART OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF FRACTIONAL 
SECTION 17,TOWNSHIP 42 NORTH, RANGE 13, EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, REFERENCE 
BEING HAD TO PLAT OF SAID ADDITION RECORDED SEPTEMBER 19, 1874 IN BOOK 8 OF PLATS, PAGE 75, 
AS DOCUMENT 191482; ALSO BLOCK 6 IN HUBBARD ESTATE SUBDIVISION IN THE NORTHEAST 
FRACTIONAL QUARTER OF SECTION 17, REFERENCE BEING HAD TO PLAT RECORDED JUNE 11, 1895, IN 
BOOK 69 OF PLATS, PAGES 22 TO 28, AS DOCUMENT 2232180 (EXCEPT THAT PART OF SAID PREMISES 
INCLUDED IN SHERIDAN ROAD) ACCORDING TO THE PLAT RECORDED FEBRUARY 15, 1960, AS 
DOCUMENT 17781552, IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS. LOT 3 IN FENTRESS OTT SUBDIVISION BEING A 
SUBDIVISION OF LOT 1 IN TERRACE BLOCK IN CAGE'S FIRST ADDITION T0 LAKESIDE SUBDIVISION OF 
PART OF THE NORTH WEST QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER AND PART OF THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF FRACTIONAL SECTION 17, TOWNSHIP 42 NORTH, RANGE 
13, EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, REFERENCE BEING HAD TO PLAT OF SAID ADDITION 
RECORDED SEPTEMBER 19, 1874 IN BOOK 8 OF PLATS, PAGE 75, AS DOCUMENT 191482; ALSO BLOCK 6 
IN HUBBARD ESTATE SUBDIVISION IN THE NORTHEAST FRACTIONAL QUARTER OF SECTION 17, 
REFERENCE BEING HAD TO PLAT RECORDED JUNE 11, 1895, IN BOOK 69 OF PLATS, PAGES 22 TO 28, AS 
DOCUMENT 2232180 (EXCEPT THAT PART OF SAID PREMISES INCLUDED IN SHERIDAN ROAD) 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT RECORDED FEBRUARY 15, 1960, AS DOCUMENT 17781552, IN COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS. 
 
Commonly known as 1099 Fisher - Crescent Lane, Winnetka, Illinois.  
 
The house at 1099 Fisher - Crescent Lane is not scheduled for demolition; the house is being evaluated 
for its historical and architectural contributions to the neighborhood.  
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Historic Owners of the Land Parcel and 1099 - Crescent Lane:  
 

DATES OF OWNERSHIP OWNERS 

Prior to 1960 Bartelure (ineligible first initials) 

1960 - 1962 Wendel F. Ott 

1962 - 1964 Emily F. Ott 

1964 - 1983 Anton Pantone and wife 

1983 - 2021 Sherwyn Warren and wife 

2021 - 2024 Winnetka Partners LLC 

2024 - Present Slojo Investments LLC 

 
Prior to 1960, the Bartelure family owned all four lots in the Fentress-Ott Subdivision. In 1962, Bartelure 
sold the lots to Wendell F. Ott. The first direct reference to this property found in the Cook County 
Recorder’s Office Plat Books is from 1962, when Wendell F. Ott sold Lot 3 of the Fentress-Ott 
Subdivision to Emily F. Ott. In 1964, Emily F. Ott sold the property to Antone Pantone and his wife, who 
built the first residence on the property.  
 
Fisher Lane, Crescent Lane, and Fisher - Crescent Lane flow into one another, and the lack of definition 
between them has resulted in this property being recorded under all three street names over time. For 
clarity and consistency throughout this report, this property will be referred to as “1099 Fisher-Crescent 
Lane.” 
 
Owners 
Dr. and Mrs. Anton Pantone 
 
Anton Marc Pantone was born on September 12, 1921 in Chicago, Illinois. In 1930 and again in 1940, he 
lived with his father Jim, and his mother Grace, both of whom had been born in Italy, and his six siblings, 
all of whom were born in the United States. The family lived at 1020 Marshfield Avenue in Chicago. 
When Pantone registered for the draft on February 16, 1942, he was living at the University of Illinois in 
Urbana, and was employed by the University. He graduated in 1945.  
 
On July 17, 1947, he married Virginia Anna Boyden in Ft. Lawton, Washington. The couple had met when 
Pantone was serving as a captain in the Army Medical Corps. By 1950, Antone was working as a doctor 
and he and his wife Virginia were living at 5524 Monroe in Chicago, next door to Pantone’s father and 
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two brothers. Virginia worked as a typist for a department store. In 1960, Anton and Virginia had moved 
to the North Shore and lived at 1015 Sheridan Road in Winnetka.1 

 

Dr. Pantone had a distinguished career as a radiologist. After 
graduating from the University of Illinois College of Medicine, 
he was clinical associate professor of radiology at the University 
of Illinois Medical Center in Chicago, director of the Department 
of Radiology and Chief of Staff at Skokie Valley Community 
Hospital, and later president of the Skokie Valley Community 
Hospital’s medical staff and chairman of its executive 
committee. He was also chairman of the Department of 
Radiology at Illinois Masonic Medical Center in Chicago. 
Pantone was named a Fellow of the American College of 
Radiology in 1964.2   
 
In 1983 the Pantones moved to Poway, California, where Dr. 
Pantone worked as a consultant for Baxter Laboratories and 
taught radiology residents at University of California Medical 
School. He died in 2006.3 

 
 
Virginia Anna Boyden Pantone was born in 
Rhode Island around 1923.4 She studied at the 
Rhode Island State College where she was vice 
president of the Women’s Student Government 
Association.5 She worked as an assistant 
dietician at Malden Hospital in Rhode Island and 
as a dietician for the U.S. Army, where she met 
Dr. Anton Pantone.6 
 
 
 

 
 

1 “Anton Pantone,” 1930, 1940, 1950 U.S. Federal Census reports; U.S. World War II Draft Cards Young 
Men, 1940 – 1947; California, U.S., Occupational Licenses, Registers, and Directories, Physicians and Nurses, 1960, 
Ancestry.com; “Dr. Anton Pantone Helps at Student Nurses’ Party,” Winnetka Weekly Talk, March 16, 1961, 112. 

2 “People,” Winnetka Weekly Talk, September 29, 1977, 74; “People,” Winnetka Weekly Talk, February 17, 
1972; “Cite Director of Radiology for Hospital,” Chicago Tribune, February 13, 1964, 79. 

3 “Pantone, M.D., Anton Marc” [obit.],  Chicago Tribune, July 16, 2006, 7. 
4 Virginia Boyden, 1925, Rhode Island, U.S., State Censuses, 1865 - 1935, Ancestry.com; 1930, 1950  U.S. 

Federal Census Reports, Ancestry.com. 
5 Rhode Island State College 1943 Yearbook, Ancestry.com. 
6 Malden, Massachusetts City Directory, 1945, Ancestry.com; “Pantone, M.D., Anton Marc” [obit]. 

Dr. Anton Pantone  
Winnetka Weekly Talk, March 10, 1969, 25. 
 

Virginia Pantone second from left 
League of Women Voters members  
Winnetka Weekly Talk, June 22, 1967, 7. 
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Virginia Pantone was active and involved in the Winnetka community, including with Hubbard Woods 
School, as well as other social, civic and fundraising groups and neighborhood circles. She was a precinct 
chairman of the League of Women Voters.7  In 1965, Virginia Pantone was elected a board member and 
secretary of the committee that was established to develop the Green Bay Trail along the abandoned 
North Shore electric rail line.8 Later, in 1975, Mrs. Pantone was elected president of the Glenview 
Northfield Auxiliary of Skokie Valley Community Hospital.9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
The Pantones built and owned 1099 Fisher - Crescent Lane until 1983 when they moved to California and sold 
the house to Dr. Sherwyn and Irvina Perman Warren. 
 
Dr. Sherwyn and Irvina Perman Warren  
Sherwyn E. Warren, M.D., was born on August 20, 1930 and attended Crane Technical High School in 
Chicago. He was a Captain in the United States Air Force. After his military service, Warren received a 
bachelor's degree from the University of Illinois and a medical degree from the Chicago Medical School. 

 
7 “L.W.V. Elects New President,”  Winnetka Weekly Talk, April 29, 1965, 7. 
8 “Garden Club, Pupils Endorse Trail Project,” Winnetka Weekly Talk, May 13, 1965, 6; “Environmental 

Cause Generates United Action by Organizations,” Chicago Tribune, July 26, 1970, 51. In 1965 the Village of 
Winnetka authorized purchase of the North Shore line railway right of way, an electric line railway that stopped 
operating  in 1963. A local organization called the Committee for the Green Bay Trail raised money to pave the 
path from Glencoe to Winnetka, and hosted an opening celebration at the Winnetka Village Green on June 10, 
1969. Helen Weaver, “A Look Back at 1969, Winnetka’s Centennial Year,” Winnetka Historical Society, 
https://www.winnetkahistory.org/gazette/gazette-a-look-back-at-1969/ (accessed January 10, 2025); “Voter 
League to Hear Convention Delegates,” Winnetka Weekly Talk, May 11, 1970, 13. 

9 Winnetka Weekly Talk, February 27, 1975, 60. 

 
Virginia Pantone, center 
Winnetka Weekly Talk, June 17, 1965, 7. 
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He was elected a member of the AOA Medical Honor Society and Signa XI Research Society. He went on 
to have a distinguished and successful career; he was president of the American Cancer Society, Illinois 
Division and served on the National Board; clinical associate professor of surgery at the  University of 
Illinois College of Medicine; attending surgeon and chief of the Section of Cardiovascular and Thoracic 
Surgery, Lutheran General Hospital; consulting surgeon at Skokie Valley Hospital, and Chief of General 
Surgery at Hines Veterans Administration Hospital. Warren published dozens of academic papers, as 
well as essays and poems.10  
 
Irvina Perman Warren was born on June 26, 1933 in Chicago, attended Chicago Public schools, and 
received a bachelor’s degree from the University of Chicago and a master’s degree in social work from 
Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio in 1955.11 She worked as a social worker at Michael 
Reese hospital where she met Sherwyn Warren, who was a medical student at the time. They married 
the day after his graduation. 
 
For over 50 years the Warrens lived and raised their family in Winnetka. Irvina volunteered for a number 
of organizations in Winnetka and along the North Shore. She was involved with the Winnetka Chapter of 
Hadassah as medical organization coordinator and on the executive committee at large of the North 
Suburban Jewish Community Center.12 In 1993 Irina was a member of the Board of Trustees of New Trier 
Township. She  served on the New Trier Mental Health Advisory Board as a board member and 
chairman, and she was a member of the Winnetka League of Women Voters and the Winnetka Caucus.13 
In 1999, she was on the board of Willpower, Inc., an organization dedicated to providing housing and 
support services for people disabled by chronic mental illness in the northwest suburbs of Chicago.14 In 
2008 her efforts were recognized by the community when she received the George E. Noyes Community 
Spirit Award that honors outstanding Township volunteers who make a powerful difference in their 
community. 15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10 “People and Promotions,” Winnetka Weekly Talk, January 6, 1983, 96; “Warren, MD, Sherwyn E.” 

[obit.], Chicago Tribune, August 6, 2019. 
11 “Warren, Irvina” [obit.], Chicago Tribune, December 29, 2021, 14; “Advanced Degree,” Chicago Tribune, 

June 26, 1955, 90. 
12 “Winnetka Hadassah: New Officers Elected,” Winnetka Weekly Talk, May 26, 1977, 75; “JCC Officers, 
Board Installed at Meeting,” Winnetka Weekly Talk, June 24, 1982, 116. 
13 “Township Candidates to Meet Voters Sunday,” Winnetka Weekly Talk, April 15, 1993, 7. 
14 “Newsmakers,” Winnetka Weekly Talk, November 25, 1999, 172. 
15 “Out & About,” Winnetka Weekly Talk, April 3, 2008, 6; “Community Spirit Award,” New Trier Township, 

https://www.newtriertownship.com/212/Community-Spirit-Award (accessed January 13, 2025). 
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Dr. Sherwyn Warren died in 2019. Irvina Perman Warren owned the property until 2021 when she 
moved to Evanston and the house was sold to the current owners, Winnetka Partners, LLC. She died that 
same year.16 
 
Narrative Description of the Property, Including Alterations 
 
Permits indicate that the house is largely in its original condition, with the exception of the addition of a 
detached garden shelter constructed by the original owners not long after the house was constructed, 
and a new roof.  
 

Date of Application Owner Action Architect/Builder 
June 16, 1964 Dr. and Mrs. A. 

Pantone 
Construct one-story 
single family residence 

Architectural 
Enterprises/Architectura
l Enterprises 

August 28, 1967 Dr. and Mrs. Anton 
Pantone 

Construct a garden 
shelter 

 

April 2, 2002 Dr. and Mrs. Warren Strip and re-roof flat 
and shingled portions 
of house roof 

Hanson Roofing 

 
16 “Warren, Irvina” [obit.]. 

 
Irvina and Dr. Sherwyn Warren on left 
Winnetka Weekly Talk, November 5, 2009, 80. 
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Physical Description 
Exterior 
The brick residence at 1099 Fisher – Crescent Lane stands at one story and has an L-shaped footprint 
consisting of five octagonal sections of varying size, and one rectangular garage with chamfered corners. 
There is a north wing and west wing, and they join at a central section at the southeast corner.  The 
house sits on a concrete foundation visible beneath the deck that surrounds the house on the east side. 
The umber and red clinker brick is laid in a running bond; there are pigeonhole corners at the obtuse 
joints around the building. The roofs of the octagonal sections are octagonally hipped, and the roof of 
the garage is flat; all are clad in asphalt shingles and have deep wood eaves. The central section has a 
large convex skylight at its center. The remaining octagonal roofs each feature one or two skylights. 
There are two multi-sided brick chimneys: one at the north end of the north wing and one north-of-
center in the central section. The house features fully-glazed sliding doors at irregular intervals and 
wood-framed clerestory windows around the entire perimeter. All door sills are at ground level and are 
rowlock coursed (with the brick headers facing out). 
 
The primary (northwest) facade presents as two wings radiating from a central section. The north wing 
consists of a north and south section. The west wing consists of an east section, west section, and 
attached garage. The primary entrance is recessed under the eaves of the central section. It has a wood 
door featuring Zodiac carvings and one large sidelight to the north. The door is accessed from Fisher – 
Crescent Lane by an exposed aggregate walkway connected to the driveway. The north section of the 
north wing has no fenestration besides the clerestory windows; the south section of the north wing has 
sliding glass doors on its northwest and west sides. The east section of the west wing has sliding glass 
doors on its north and northwest sides. The west section of the west wing has an attached wood bench 
on its northeast side and a Prairie-style inlaid stained glass door on its north side. An attached wood 
bench extends west from the west section across the north wall of the garage. 
 
The garage opens west to the driveway. The double-car garage door mimics the horizontal wood 
paneling seen on the interior. The garage is accessed from - Crescent Lane by a concrete driveway that 
narrows toward the public way. 
 
The east facade presents as three sections, consisting of the north wing’s two sections and the central 
section, and is bordered by the wood deck. The north wing’s north and south sections have sliding glass 
doors on their east and southeast sides. The central section has sliding glass doors on all sides. The deck 
is surrounded by a low wall of horizontal wood boards. The deck is accessed from the east yard by 
north-facing wood stairs, from the west yard by an exposed aggregate walkway on the north side of the 
house that leads to the driveway, and from the south yard by west-facing wood stairs. 
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The north facade of the north wing features three sides of a wide central brick chimney. The walls are 
fully brick except for the clerestory windows. The wood deck extends along the north facade and opens 
to the exposed aggregate walkway. 
 
The south facade presents as two sections, consisting of the central section and the west wing’s east 
section, and the attached garage. The central section has sliding glass doors on its southeast and west 
sides. The east section of the west wing has sliding glass doors on its west and southwest sides. The 
garage is fully brick except for the clerestory windows. The wood deck wraps across the east section of 
the west wing and opens to the west yard. 
 
Interior 
Throughout the house the ceilings are generally open to the roofline. They are wide horizontal boards of 
pecky wood (cedar or cypress) intersected by wide dark-stained wood rafters. The dark-stained wood 
rafters of the exterior eaves extend into the interior between the clerestory windows. Floors are 
basketweave patterned red tile in the public rooms and bathrooms and carpet in the bedrooms. Walls 
are wood paneled, fully glazed, or brick. The majority are clad in horizontal wood paneling separated by 
1-1.5 inch channels. Fully glazed walls consist of sliding glass doors. Brick walls are made of the same 
brick as the exterior and feature pigeonhole corners. The entire first floor appears to be historic, 
including doors and hardware. The kitchen has been remodeled. 
 
The front entrance opens into a large octagonal room. There is a large skylight at the apex of the ceiling. 
A partially enclosed octagonal living area (the “cave” on the architect’s drawings) is located in the center 
of the room. It is bound by a brick chimney to the north and wood dividers to the east and west, and is 
open to the south. The dividers are open shelving on top and enclosed on the bottom; the shelf height 
mimics the wall paneling. 
 
The foyer has a closet with bifold wood doors on the southwest wall. Moving clockwise from the foyer: a 
living area at the northeast corner is defined by built-in cabinetry; an elongated living area along the 
east side is defined by a built-in bench that wraps around the outside of the divider and faces three 
directions; a living area at the southeast corner is defined by a globe pendant light and octagonal wood 
table integrated into the divider; and a dining area at the southwest corner is defined by a globe 
pendant light. The east walls are fully glazed sliding glass doors that open to the deck. The remaining 
walls are primarily clad in horizontal wood paneling; two walls in the foyer and one in the dining area 
are brick. 
 
The interior of the “cave” has a brick fireplace with pigeonhole corners running vertically on either end 
of the fireplace opening. There is a long built-in bench below the open shelving on the west side and 
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bookshelves below the open shelving on the east side. The shelving is integrated into the brick fireplace 
on the east side. 
 
To the east of the foyer is an open hallway to the north wing that terminates in the primary suite. The 
hall has partial wood panel walls with glass that extends to the high ceiling on the east and west, and a 
skylight on the south side. The hall opens to a bedroom on the east and a bedroom on the west. Both 
bedrooms have a pair of sliding glass doors that open to the outside. A bathroom is located between the 
west bedroom and primary suite. The primary bedroom has a fireplace on the north wall in the same 
style as the one in the “cave.” There are built-in upper wood shelves and a pair of sliding glass doors that 
open to the deck. A walk-in closet and separate bathroom are located on the west side. 
 
To the south of the foyer is an open hallway to the west wing that terminates in a closet. The hall opens 
to a servant’s bedroom and powder room on the south and the kitchen on the north. The ceiling is low 
on the east over the powder room. The ceiling is high on the west between the servant’s bedroom and 
kitchen, where glass extends from the partial wood panel walls to the ceiling. The hallway ceiling has a 
skylight. The servant’s bedroom has an attached bathroom and a pair of sliding glass doors that open to 
the deck. The kitchen includes non-historic cabinetry and appliances. There is an eat-in area defined by a 
globe pendant light in the west half of the kitchen. A pair of sliding glass doors opens to the northwest 
yard. The kitchen has two skylights. 
 
A laundry room opens west of the eat-in area off the kitchen. It has a Prairie-style inlaid stained glass 
window that opens to the northwest yard. It has some non-historic cabinetry. There is a short hallway 
between the west end of the kitchen and servant’s bedroom that opens to the garage on the west and 
the basement stairs on the east. 
 
The basement is mostly finished and accessed from the stairs at the west end of the house. It has drop 
ceilings with acoustic tiles and wood paneling. The large primary space has fluorescent lighting and 
linoleum floor tiles. There is also a carpeted bedroom with an attached bathroom, an unfinished 
workshop, and an unfinished mechanical room. The mechanical room opens to a crawl space. 
 
Architects of 1099 - Crescent Lane 
Architectural Enterprises - Dennis Stevens and Don Erickson  
 
The firm Architectural Enterprises was formed by architect Dennis Stevens in 1953, which he continued 
to operate until his death in 2019. Architect Don Erickson joined Stevens in 1962; the partnership split in 
1992. Stevens moved to Idaho and worked on his own, and Erickson practiced in the Chicago area on his 
own. While the exact timing and corporate structure of their partnership are a little unclear — e.g., 
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when the two men practiced individually, together at Architectural Enterprises, and then as Erickson and 
Stevens; it is also unclear exactly who contributed what to each design — what is known and 
acknowledged is that the two men collaborated together during their time as Taliesin Fellows and 
afterward until 1992 — a period of decades — influencing each other, working together, and producing 
some of the most dynamic, individualistic and striking Modern organic architecture in this area.  
 
(Arthur) Dennis Stevens (1930 - 2019) 

Dennis Stevens was born on December 21, 1930 
in Illinois. He grew up in Park Ridge; shortly 
before his graduation from Maine East High 
School, when he was 17 years of age, Stevens 
contacted Frank Lloyd Wright to ask him for an 
interview. Wright made Stevens an offer on the 
spot after looking at a drawing Stevens made of 
a house.  Immediately after graduation in 1948, 
Stevens left Park Ridge to work and study with 
Wright at Taliesin in Wisconsin and at Taliesin 
West in Arizona.  
 
He was the youngest of Wright’s apprentices 
and stayed with him for five years. Following his 
internship, in 1953 Stevens formed and 
incorporated a firm called Architectural 
Enterprises, began designing houses, starting 
with his first for his parents in Park Ridge, 
completed coursework to receive an 
architectural degree from Purdue University, 
and served in the Army Corps of Engineers, 
designing a NATO military base in Vicenza, Italy. 
Stevens began working with Don Erickson, 
forming a partnership called Erickson and 
Stevens in 1962. The partnership lasted until 
1992, when Stevens moved to Boise, Idaho 
where he continued to practice architecture 
until his death in 2019.17 

 
17 Cook County, Illinois Birth Index, 1916 - 1935, 1930, 1940 U.S. Federal Census Reports, Ancestry.com; 

Dennis Stevens, Chicago Bauhaus and Beyond, https://www.chicagobauhausbeyond.org/architects-

 (Arthur) Dennis Stevens at Taliesin West  
Photo provided by Dennis Stevens to the Idaho 
Statesman 
https://www.idahostatesman.com/living/treasure/ar
ticle40629540.html 
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Among the notable houses Stevens designed was the Reisler-Feingold House in Highland Park, Illinois 
(1958), which was designated a Highland Park Landmark in 2010. In 1980 he designed the Joyce Marcus 
House in Riverwoods, Illinois, which received several Home Builders Association of Greater Chicago Gold 
Key Awards for Excellence in Form and Function. Decades later, it was the Wall Street Journal “Readers’ 
Favorite home of 2012.”18 
 
Stevens was profiled in an article in the Daily Herald, discussing his design for his own home in Palatine. 
The “Jamaican” house, which featured a pagoda style roof structure, was a design that Stevens and Don 
Erickson saw while working in Jamaica. It became their signature motif. 19 The  Jamaican house in 
Palatine, one of three in the same subdivision, was published in the journal House & Home in January of 
1967. 
 

 
House & Home, January, 1967 
 

 
designers/name/dennis-stevens/ (accessed January 8, 2025); Erickson and Stevens, AspenModern, 
https://www.aspenmod.com/architects/erickson-and-stevens/ (accessed January 8, 2025); Stevens Signature 
Homes, https://www.stevenssignaturehomes.com/about (accessed January 8, 2025); “Stevens, Arthur Dennis” 
[obit.], The Idaho Statesman, August 6, 2019, C5; Dennis Stevens file, Frank Lloyd Wright Collections & Exhibitions, 
Taliesin West. 

18 Stefanos Chen, “The House of the Year, “The Wall Street Journal, January 3, 2013, 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424127887324461604578191670285646536 (accessed January 8, 2025); 
Katy Moeller, “Architect’s Design is ‘House of the Year,’” The Idaho Statesman (Boise, Idaho), January 4, 2013, 1. 

19 Deborah Donovan, “Inspired by the Master,” The Daily Herald, October 24, 1997, Sec. 7, p. 1. 
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Donald Edward Erickson (1927 - 2006) 
Don Erickson was born on August 29, 1929 in Chicago. His father 
Gunnar was a stair manufacturer and his mother Ebba was a 
classical pianist. Both had been born in Sweden. Recognizing her 
son’s talent as a piano player, Ebba would have liked to see 
Dennis become a pianist. His father, however, had other ideas.  
He was a master craftsman, whose major clients were 
architects. Feeling pressure from both parents, Erickson 
ultimately decided to pursue architecture. 
 
Erickson began studying architecture at the University of Illinois. 
He wrote in an article in the Journal of the Taliesin Fellows that 
his classmates used to refer to him as “little Frank” because he 
devoured and absorbed Wright’s  publications. He added that 
when the 1948 issue of the Architectural Forum – devoted 
entirely to Wright – came out he was really hooked.20  While he 
was studying at the University, his professor, architect Marion 
Gutnayer, criticized one of Erickson’s drawings.  Erickson 
responded, “Well, Frank Lloyd Wright would have done it this 
way!” Reportedly, Gutnayer’s response was, “If you like him so 
much, go to him.”21 Don took his advice and after only one year 
at U. of I. left school for Taliesin. Don’s cousin drove him up to 
Taliesin in Wisconsin in the summer of 1948.  After meeting 
Wright and showing him his portfolio, Erickson was accepted as 
an apprentice.  
 
On December 15, 1948, Erickson entered Taliesin West in Scottsdale. Arizona, where he studied until 1951 
under the tutelage of Frank Lloyd Wright. Erickson spent his years with Wright at Taliesin learning the precepts 
of organic architecture. The concepts he learned from Wright informed and influenced Erickson’s designs for the 
rest of his life. He started his own practice in 1951. 
 

 
20  “No Don…A Personal Recollection by Don Erickson,” JRF Journal of the Taliesin Fellows, No.  24, Spring, 

1999). 
21 “Don Erickson, Architect” Chicago Bauhaus and  Beyond, 

https://www.chicagobauhausbeyond.org/architects-designers/name/don-erickson/ (accessed January 16, 2025). 
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After leaving Taliesen, Erickson began working as an architect in private practice and for Flexicore Company, 
which manufactured pre-cast concrete floor slabs. He later worked for the architectural firms of Schweikher and 
Elting, Frank Louis Glick and Ragnar Benson, and E. Zari & Son.22  
 
In 1962, Erickson formed a partnership with his classmate and Taliesen Fellow Dennis Stevens. After establishing 
the partnership, Erickson built offices for them on 640 Pearson Street and later at Le Ronde building, 1873 Busse 
Highway,  then 950 Lee Street, in Des Plaines. It was during these years that the men designed 1099 - Crescent 
Lane.  
 
While Don was establishing his practice in the 1950s, his family purchased five acres of land in the 
unincorporated land of North Barrington, to enjoy country living. During the mid 1960s they built their home. As 
described by Erickson’s daughter Karyn, the concept for their Barrington home was a tower. It was to be flat 
roofed with brick floors and pecky wood walls that did not require painting.23  
 
The Erickson & Stevens partnership lasted until 1992. Following the breakup, Erickson practiced architecture on 
his own until his death in 2006.24 Erickson’s work was celebrated widely. In 1958, Erickson’s design for the J. 
Mayes Residence in Glen Ellyn, one of Erickson’s earliest designs, received the Merit Award from the American 
Institute of Architects. The building has since been demolished. Erickson’s work was featured in several journals 
including I.C.A.R.A. Architects in 1997, the Journal of the Taliesin Fellows in the Spring of 1999, and the Friends of 
Kebyr in 2002 and dozens of newspaper articles. From 1969 - 1972 Erickson was a lecturer at Northern Illinois 
University, helping form the design department there. He was the founder of the Illinois Council of American 
Registered Architects, and served as president of its board of directors. The organization is still in existence 
today, known as the Association of Licensed Architects (ALA). The ALA established an annual Don Erickson 
Presidential Award and a Napkin Sketch Contest, which memorializes Erickson’s napkin sketch for his successful 
design of the remodel of the Singer Bowl in New York. In 2002, Erickson, then a Fellow of the ALA, received the 
ALA Lifetime Achievement Award for Service.25 
 
Dennis Stevens and Don Erickson designed numerous residences in the Chicago area and along the North Shore, 
including the Scheyer/Leaf Residence in Glencoe, which received a Distinguished Building Award from the 
American Institute of Architects, Chicago Chapter, and the Chicago Association of Commerce and Industry in 
1968. The partners also designed commercial buildings, including those in Des Plaines, where they maintained 
their offices; Tampa, Florida, Jamaica, and elsewhere. Their design for the Decorel building in Mundelein, Illinois 

 
22 Karyn L. Erickson, Biography of Edward Donald Erickson, self-published, June 16, 2007. 
23 Id. 
24 “Don Erickson,” Chicago Bauhaus and Beyond. 
25ALA, Design Awards Program, https://www.alatoday.org/design-awards-program (accessed January 8, 

2025).   
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(1959, demolished) received a Citation of Merit award from the American Institute of Architects Chicago 
Chapter, and the Chicago Association of Commerce and Industry in 1965. In 1977 the firm won a Green Globe 
Award for the Coconut Cove Hotel on Negril Beach, Jamaica. Perhaps Erickson’s best known work is the Indian 
Lakes Resort in Bloomingdale, Illinois. 
 

 
Don Erickson and Dennis Stevens at Taliesin West 
AspenModern, https://www.aspenmod.com/architects/erickson-and-
stevens/  
 
The architecture of 1099 Fisher - Crescent Lane was discussed in a newspaper article that described it as the site 
of many benefits, including one for the auxiliary of the Skokie Valley Community hospital. The house’s 
architectural heritage was mentioned in the newspaper announcement: “[a]nother Winnetka home receiving 
guests will be Dr. and Mrs. Anton Pantone’s, which shows the Frank Lloyd Wright influence, having been 
designed by one of the famed architect’s students.”26 
 
Style of Architecture - Modern 
The architecture of Erickson and Stevens was clearly influenced by their common reverence for the work of 
Frank Lloyd Wright and their training at Taliesin. The house at 1099 Fisher - Crescent Lane is Modern in its 
simplicity, geometry, open plan and vast expanses of glass. But it has no relationship to the structural, spartan 

 
26 Irene Powers, “Box Lunches, Fashions Await Hospital’s Units,” Chicago Tribune, October 10, 1966, 56. 
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work of the International Style that featured steel or concrete and glass – the strain of modernism connected 
with the work of Mies van der Rohe. Rather, it is Wrightian. 
 
The Wrightian strain of modernism is often referred to as “organic” and bears a resemblance to the Usonian 
houses Wright designed beginning with his 1936 house in Madison, Wisconsin for Herbert and Katherine 
Jacobs.27 The Usonian house utilized natural materials – wood, stone and brick – and was nestled into its setting. 
Chicago area Usonian houses have a horizontal orientation with broad overhangs and bands of windows that 
echo the Midwest’s  most characteristic feature, the prairie.28  
 
Erickson and Stevens’s houses embrace the features of Wright’s local Usonian houses, but they are 
individualistic – expressing Erickson’s and Stevens’s vision in a very compelling way. Exterior features include 
exposed structural members, slanted or flared rooflines referred to as “Pagoda” roofs, curving or angled walls 
and wide decks, broad expanses of glass and clerestory windows.  Interior features include flowing interior 
spaces, high ceilings with ceilings and walls composed of wide wood boards, glazed upper walls, polygonal-
shape rooms, wood carvings, and imposing fireplaces. In the Pantone House the two-story living room fireplace 
is the focal point of an octagonal conversation area. 
 
An issue of the 1965 Winnetka Weekly Talk featured a comparison between 1099 Fisher-Crescent Lane and 1265 
Westmoor Road, another residence the two men designed in Winnetka. Don Erickson discussed their designs for 
the two homes, saying: “[t]he Wright influence is in these homes. Wright established certain principles that are 
universal and it’s impossible to do things without referring to them.”29 Among those principles employed by 
Erickson is that “materials have an essence of their own. Glass is the quality of nothingness, and we use it as if it 
were invisible.” Roofs were viewed as sheltering, tree - like objects. Both the Pantone House at 1099 Fisher-
Crescent Lane and the Doblin House at 1265 Westmoor Road were of similar size, approximately 4,000 square 
feet, and both were built using the same materials - brick, rough cedar siding, pecky cypress, sliding glass doors 
and large wood beams supporting the roof. The designs for both houses employ a strong sense of drama and 
light and are nestled into their respective sites. While the two buildings were designed and built using the same 
Wrightian principles, the way the principles were applied created two different and distinct designs.  
 
The article in the Winnetka Weekly Talk compares the two houses. The house at 1099 is designed as a series of 
five octagons joined together at the edges to create an L-shaped residence; 1265 Westmoor was designed as 

 
27 The term “Usonian” was a riff on “United States of North America.” Many Usonian houses were built 

throughout the United States. Wright considered them “affordable” housing, though several were large and 
complex in design. 

28 In the Chicago area there are only a few Usonian houses – the Katherine and Lloyd Lewis House (1939, 
Libertyville) and the Elizabeth and Robert Muirhead Farmhouse (1941, Hampshire). 

29  Karla Davis, “Oriental Temple, Octagons Inspire Design of Homes,” Winnetka Weekly Talk, April 8, 1965, 
44. 
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two large squares. 1099 has a 35 x 40’ living/dining room with an imposing central fireplace topped by a skylight. 
Dark, straight ceiling beams thrust against the skylight, set off by a pecky cypress ceiling. Surrounding the 
fireplace is a “cave,” Erickson’s and Stevens’s version of an inglenook, a feature Wright often implemented.30 
One common design characteristic between the two houses is placement of the front entrance. It is difficult to 
find. Another common characteristic is that both houses used the compression and expansion approach that 
Wright favored. Entrance is into a low ceilings area, which then expands into a dramatic two-story space. 
Materials used in both houses included glass, wood and brick. 
 
The two architects had been trained in construction while they were at Taliesin, and because their designs were 
often so complicated, the men also acted as contractors on building sites. Architectural Enterprises was listed as 
the architect and builder on the permit for 1099 Fisher - Crescent Lane and the carpenter on the permit for 1265 
Westmoor Road. Drawings in the collection of the present owners are signed by Architectural Enterprises; by 
January of 1965 furniture layout drawings and other drawings are signed Erickson & Stevens, Inc. Rug layouts 
and designs from May of 1965 are signed by R.O. Johnson. There are also drawings for remodeling the baths, a 
powder room and a media center for Dr. and Mrs. S. Warren from 1990, signed Erickson & Stevens, Dennis 
Stevens Architect.  
 
Evaluation of Architectural Significance 
1099 Fisher - Crescent Lane is architecturally significant. Revival-style residences have long been the 
preferred style of architecture in the Village; because of that, relatively few Modern residences have 
been constructed. Many Modern houses built during this time period have been demolished, including 
several designed by Erickson and Stevens: 1055 Starr Road (1958), 925 Ravine Road (1955), 1304 Trapp 
Lane (1955) and 1265 Westmoor Road (1964). Both Erickson and Stevens were accomplished, successful 
architects who were recognized as promising and talented during their fellowship with Frank Lloyd 
Wright at Taliesen. They enjoyed successful careers as partners as well as when they were sole 
practitioners. Their work has won contemporary praise and distinguished building awards, including 
several Home Builders Association of Greater Chicago Gold Key Awards, the Merit Award and 
Distinguished Building Awards from the American Institute of Architects. Don Erickson’s work was 
published in several journals. The only houses still standing in Winnetka by this important firm may be 
945 Old Green Bay Road (1966) and the Pantone House at 1099 Fisher – Crescent Lane.  
 
The Pantone House is organic in the true sense of the word.  It was designed specifically for its site, 
nestling into the surrounding landscape.  The house extends into the landscape through brick walls, 
wood beams, broad cornices, decks and gravel terraces.  On the exterior the use of natural materials — 
brick, pecky cedar, gravel aggregate, paneled wood decking — contribute to making this building at one 
with its surroundings. Interior walls are brick and paneled wood, and ceilings are pecky cedar. These 

 
30 Davis, “Oriental Temple, Octagons Inspire Design of Homes,” Winnetka Weekly Talk,  April 8, 1965, 44. 
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features are as significant as those on the exterior. Using natural materials throughout embraces 
Wright's organic philosophy. On the exterior, rooms project into the site, and outdoor decks accessed by 
sliding doors create outdoor rooms. Vast expanses of glass on every elevation and the continuity of 
using brick and wood on both blur the distinction between interior and exterior.  
 
 Not only is this house an excellent example of organic architecture — it is also unique, designed with an 
individualistic and expressionistic flair, conveying a sense of drama. 

  
 It is rare to find  a Modern house in Winnetka that is this significant,  with such excellent architectural 
integrity. There have been no major changes to the house since it was constructed in 1964. It is 
fortunate that the current owners have chosen to preserve this distinguished and remarkable Modern 
home influenced by the residential architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright.   
 
Modern Houses in Winnetka 
There are not many important Modern houses in Winnetka. Those that remain include the shed roofed 
house at 1000 Old Green Bay Road, the Walter Fisher House, architect Howard Fisher’s houses, at least 
one on Hibbard Road, and perhaps a handful of others.  However, none of those houses are as unusual 
and singularly distinctive as the Pantone Residence. 

 
Landmark Status of the Property 
The building is not a local landmark in Winnetka. It was included in the 1989 Winnetka Historical and 
Architectural Survey conducted by Susan Benjamin. 
 
Evaluation of Historic Significance 
The house is architecturally significant as a distinctive example of Modern residential architecture 
designed in the organic idiom of Frank Lloyd Wight. It is historically significant because of the home’s 
ownership.  The original owners, Anton and Virginia Pantone, made important contributions to the local 
community. Dr. Anton Pantone was a successful and accomplished radiologist not only on staff but as an 
executive at Skokie Valley Community Hospital and at Illinois Masonic Medical Center in Chicago. He was 
named a Fellow of the American College of Radiology. Virginia Pantone was very active in social, civic 
and fundraising groups and circles, including the League of Women Voters, the  Glenview Northfield 
Auxiliary of Skokie Valley Community Hospital and in the development of the Green Bay Trail. 
 
The building’s second owners, Dr. Sherwyn and Irvina Warren also made significant contributions to the 
local community. Dr. Warren was president of the American Cancer Society, Illinois Division; clinical 
associate professor of surgery at the University of Illinois College of Medicine; attending surgeon and 
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chief of the Section of Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgery at Lutheran General Hospital; and consulting 
surgeon at Skokie Valley Hospital and Hines Veterans Administration Hospital. Irvina Warren was a 
member of the Winnetka League of Women Voters and the Winnetka Caucus; a board member of 
Willpower, Inc., an organization dedicated to providing housing and support services for people disabled 
by chronic mental illness; medical organization coordinator for the Winnetka Chapter of Hadassah; on 
the executive committee of the North Suburban Jewish Community Center; board member and 
chairman of the New Trier Mental Health Advisory Board, and a member of the Board of Trustees of 
New Trier Township. In 2008,  she was the recipient of the George E. Noyes Community Spirit Award 
that recognizes outstanding New Trier Township volunteers who made a powerful difference in their 
community. 
 
Evaluation of Neighborhood Significance 
Fortunately, the owners of 1099 Fisher - Crescent Lane have chosen to preserve, and not demolish their 
house. Preserving the building, but slightly altering the exterior to make their home more functional and 
livable, will favorably impact the neighborhood.  
 
Summary Opinion 
There are no Modern house in Winnetka that convey the same sense of drama in such a distinctive  way 
as 1099 - Crescent Lane. The Doblin House at 1265 Westmoor Road, also designed by Erickson and 
Stevens, which most closely resembled the Pantone House, has been demolished.  
 
Preserving 1099 Fisher – Crescent Lane and assembling information on its historic and architectural 
significance in the form of an HAIS allows for the areas of the house that perhaps are not functional in 
terms of 20th century livability to be updated. The zoning bonus available for houses that prove to be 
historical or architecturally significant allows for their long term viability. The current owners deserve to 
be celebrated for the preservation of this important Modern house.  
 
List of exterior character defining features that should be preserved: 

• Building shape  
• Pagoda roof shape, rooflines 
• Exposed rafters 
• Brick exterior walls with similar joinings where walls meet 
• Location of sliding doors 
• Front entrance door 
• Concrete aggregate walkways 
• Decks: location and size 
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Attachment B. Select Photographs of 1099 Fisher - Crescent Lane 
 
Exterior: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Front (west) façade, looking east 

East façade, looking northwest 
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View of Sheridan Road from east deck, looking east 

North façade of west wing, looking west 
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West façade of north wing, looking north 

North façade of north wing, looking east to deck 
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 East façade and deck, looking south 
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 South façade and deck, looking west 
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Front Door 
  

South façade, looking east 
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Interior: 
 

 
 View into foyer, looking southeast 
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View from foyer, looking south toward dining area 
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View from foyer, looking east toward deck 
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View of living area, looking southwest 
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View of living area, looking south 
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View of living area, looking west toward dining area 
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Living Room “Cave,” looking north 
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View from dining area, looking north toward foyer 
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View of skylight above “cave” 
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View of foyer, looking southeast from north wing hall 
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North wing hall, looking north into primary suite 
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 West bedroom, looking northeast 

Page 320 of 538



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) Village of Winnetka: 1099 Fisher - Crescent Lane 
 

 
Benjamin Historic Certifications, LLC , 711 Marion Avenue, Highland Park, IL 60035 ssbenjamin711@gmail.com 

 

42 

 

 
 
 

View into east bedroom, north wing 

Page 321 of 538



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) Village of Winnetka: 1099 Fisher - Crescent Lane 
 

 
Benjamin Historic Certifications, LLC , 711 Marion Avenue, Highland Park, IL 60035 ssbenjamin711@gmail.com 

 

43 

 

 
 
 

East bedroom, looking southeast 
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Primary bedroom fireplace, looking north 
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Primary bedroom, facing northeast 
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Primary closet, looking southwest 
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View into primary bathroom, looking south 
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View into north wing hall from primary suite, looking south 
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View into north wing hall bathroom, looking west 
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North wing hall, looking south toward living area 
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View of living area, looking south from north wing hall 
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West wing hall, looking west 
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Powder room in west wing hall, looking southwest 
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View into kitchen from west wing hall, looking northwest 
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Kitchen, looking northwest 

Kitchen, looking west 
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View into laundry room, looking northwest 

Kitchen eat-in area, looking northeast 
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Laundry room, looking northwest 

View of basement door and into servant’s room, looking southeast 
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Servant’s bedroom, looking southeast 
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View into servant’s bathroom, looking east 
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West wing ceiling over kitchen and servant’s bedroom, looking northeast from servant’s bedroom 
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View of basement door from garage, looking east 

Page 340 of 538



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) Village of Winnetka: 1099 Fisher - Crescent Lane 
 

 
Benjamin Historic Certifications, LLC , 711 Marion Avenue, Highland Park, IL 60035 ssbenjamin711@gmail.com 

 

62 

 
 
 

Basement, looking east 

Page 341 of 538



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) Village of Winnetka: 1099 Fisher - Crescent Lane 
 

 
Benjamin Historic Certifications, LLC , 711 Marion Avenue, Highland Park, IL 60035 ssbenjamin711@gmail.com 

 

63 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Basement, looking southwest 
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Attachment C: Historic Photographs of 1099 Fisher – Crescent Lane 
 

 
Undated photograph in the collection of the current owners. 
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Undated photograph from the collection of the current owners. 
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Undated photograph from the collection of the current owners. 
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Undated photograph from the collection of the current owners. 
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Attachment D: Table of Information for Residences in the Surrounding Neighborhood 
 

ADDRESS DATE OF 
ORIGINAL 
CONSTRUCTION 
PERMIT 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER STYLE ORIGINAL 
OWNER 

1134 Sheridan 
Road 

unknown; 
7/3/1930 sewer 
connection 
permit is earliest 
in file 

Mayo & Mayo; source: 
2024 real estate listing 

Tudor Revival unknown; Jas. 
Pole owner as 
of 1930 

1095 Fisher - 
Crescent Lane  

7/11/1997 
(earlier residence 
demolished) 

Sergio Estenssoro of 
S&G Architect 

French Eclectic Benecki Builders 

1096 Fisher - 
Crescent Lane  

unknown; 
7/26/27 fence 
and garage 
permit is earliest 
in file 

unknown French Eclectic unknown; L.F.  
Glitch as of 
1927 

1101 Fisher - 
Crescent Lane  

6/13/1960 James C. Schnur Colonial Revival 
Ranch 

William M. 
Emery and 
Margaret H. 
Emery 
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Attachment E: Photographs of Residences in the Surrounding Neighborhood 
 

 
1095 Fisher - Crescent Lane 
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1096 Fisher - Crescent Lane 
 

 
1101 Fisher - Crescent Lane 
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1134 Sheridan Road 
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Attachment F. Select Research: 
 

1. Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
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2. Sidwell Map 
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3. Cook County Recorder’s Office Plat Book Information – Tract Book 246C 

 

 
Page 339 
 
 

Page 353 of 538



Historical and Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) Village of Winnetka: 1099 Fisher - Crescent Lane 
 

 
Benjamin Historic Certifications, LLC , 711 Marion Avenue, Highland Park, IL 60035 ssbenjamin711@gmail.com 

 

75 

 
Page 387 
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Cook County Clerk’s Office, Recordings, https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/recordings/search-
recordings 
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4. Plat of Survey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Real Estate Listings 
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5. Real Estate Listings 
 

 
Chicago Tribune, June 6, 1982, 84. 
 
 

 
              Chicago Tribune, December 5, 1982, 83. 
 
 

 
Chicago Tribune, March 6, 1983, 63. 
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Images from Redfin: 
https://www.redfin.com/IL/Winnetka/1099-Fisher-Ln-60093/home/13789669 
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6. Floor Plans 
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7. Articles 

 

 
Winnetka Talk, April 8, 1965 
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Tile Council Advertisement  in the collection of the current owners. Codella Duffus Baker Inc. sent this 
reprint to Dr. and Mrs. Pantone on September 26, 1966, noting that the ad would appear in the 
September 1966 issues of House & Home, Interior Design, Architectural Record and Progressive 
Architecture. Letter to Pantones also in the collection of the current owners. 
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Chicago Tribune, July 16, 2006, 7 
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Chicago Tribune, August 6, 2019. 
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Chicago Tribune, December 29, 2021. 
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Dennis Stevens 
 

 
The Dispatch (Moline, Illinois), July 30, 1974, 4. 
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The Daily Herald, October 24, 1997, Sec. 7, p. 1 
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The Daily Herald, October 24, 1997, Sec. 7, p. 4 
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The Idaho Statesman, January 4, 2013, pp. A1, A11 
 

 
The Idaho Statesman, August 6, 2019, C5. 
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Don Erickson 
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House & Home, July, 1958 
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House & Home, January, 1967 
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Chicago Tribune, June 22, 1968 
 
This house won a 1968 Distinguished Building Award from the American Institute of Architects Chicago 
Chapter and the Chicago Association of Commerce and Industry. 
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Chicago Tribune, December 16, 1973 
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ICARA Architects, Illinois Council of American Registered Architects, March, April, 1997 
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Friends of Kebyar, No. 69, Volume 20.2, 2002 
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9. 1989 Survey, Susan Benjamin 
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10.  1099 Fisher – Crescent Lane Drawings in the collection of the current owners 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: NOVEMBER 12, 2024 

SUBJECT: CASE NO. 24-20-HPC: 1099 FISHER CRESCENT LANE 

INTRODUCTION 

On December 2, 2024, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish 
the residence at 1099 Fisher Crescent Lane. Please return any available information regarding the 
architectural and historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the day on Tuesday, 
November 26, 2024. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at cmarx@winnetka.org or 
(847) 716-3587.

PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

7-6-1964 Construct a one-story single-family 
residence. 

Dr. and Mrs. A. Pantone Architectural 
Enterprises 

8-28-1967 Construct a garden shelter. Dr. and Mrs. Anton M. 
Pantone 

Not listed 

4-2-2002 Strip and reroof flat and shingled 
portions of house roof. 

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Not listed 
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MONUMENTED AND OCCUPIED.

N 87°07'46" W (A)

BASIS OF BEARING:

________

SS}
STATE OF ILLINOIS
COUNTY OF DUPAGE
I, THE UNDERSIGNED, AN ILLINOIS PROFESSIONAL LAND
SURVEYOR, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT "THIS PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE CONFORMS TO THE CURRENT ILLINOIS MINIMUM
STANDARDS FOR A BOUNDARY SURVEY," AND THAT THE
PLAT HEREON DRAWN IS A CORRECT REPRESENTATION
OF SAID SURVEY.

DATED, THIS_______DAY OF____________, A.D.,
2024, AT LISLE, ILLINOIS. ADDRESS COMMONLY KNOWN AS ____________________________________

 ____________________________________

FIELDWORK DATE (CREW)_________________________________________

CLIENT _______________________________________________________

DRAWN BY:_______ REVISED:__________

22ND OCTOBER

1099 FISHER LANE
WINNETKA, ILLINOIS

LANE LAW ASSOCIATES

24-10-0065

10/17/2024 (MD/JN)

RT

NOTE:
1. ALL TIES SHOWN ON THIS SURVEY ARE MEASURED TO THE

BUILDING'S SIDING (BRICK, FRAME, STUCCO, METAL, ETC.)
AND NOT TO THE FOUNDATION, UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE.

2. ROOF LINES AND OVERHANGS ARE TYPICALLY NOT SHOWN HEREON.
3. COMPARE ALL DISTANCES AND POINTS IN FIELD AND REPORT

ANY DISCREPANCIES TO SURVEYOR AT ONCE.
4. NO DIMENSIONS SHALL BE ASSUMED BY SCALING.

B ETTER    I N F R ASTRUCTURE
IVNE    RETTEB   R O N M ENTS !        E FI      L          R E T T E  B

Morris Engineering, Inc.
515 Warrenville Road, Lisle, IL 60532

Phone: (630) 271-0770
FAX: (630) 271-0774

 WEBSITE: WWW.ECIVIL.COM JOB NO. ___________________

30' 15' 0 30'

______________________________________________

ILLINOIS PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYOR NO. 035-3182
LICENSE EXPIRATION DATE NOVEMBER 30, 2024
ILLINOIS BUSINESS REGISTRATION NO. 184-001245
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N = NORTH
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NW = NORTHWEST
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R = RECORD
RAD = RADIUS
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LEGEND

AREA OF SURVEY:
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PROPERTY RESEARCH 

COVERSHEET 

Address: 1099 Fisher Lane 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1964 

Construction type: timber/frame/brick 

Style: Post-Prairie  

OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 

OWNER/RESIDENT 

NAME 

DATES OCCUPIED INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Dr. and Mrs. Anton 

Pantone 

1964 – at least 1975 Building permit 

application, 1975 

directory, Winnetka 

Talk article  

Sherwyn and Irvina 

Warren 

By 1986 – 2021 Building permit 

application, Cook 

County Recorder 

records, Chicago 

Tribune obituaries 

Winnetka Partners LLC 2021 – present Cook County 

Recorder records 

ARCHITECTS:  

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND 

DESCRIPTION OF 

PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Erickson & Stevens 

(formerly Architectural 

Enterprises) 

1964 – construct a one-story 

single-family residence.  

Aspenmodern.com 

information on Erickson & 

Stevens, 

Chicagobauhausbeyond.com 

information on Donald 

Erickson, Barrington Library 

“Biography of Edward Donald 

Erickson” 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Cook County Assessor records, Cook County 

Recorder records, historic phone books, WHS property files, WHS digital files, Ancestry.com, 

Chicago Tribune 
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Findings: 

 

Our research indicates that this property is architecturally significant as a post-Prairie design by 

noted architects Erickson & Stevens. Don Erickson started his career working with Frank Lloyd 

Wright at Taliesin West in 1948. In 1951, he started his own practice and worked alongside his 

cousin, Richard Erickson, until 1962 when he formed Architectural Enterprises (later renamed 

Erickson & Stevens) with Dennis Stevens. Erickson and Stevens’ partnership lasted until 1992.  

 

Both alone and with Stevens, Erickson designed a number of significant structures in 

Chicagoland and beyond, including the Indian Lakes Resort in Bloomingdale, 507 Park Plaine 

Avenue in Palatine, and his own home at 26280 West Route 22 in Barrington, to name a few. In 

Winnetka, 925 Ravine Road, 945 Old Green Bay, and, of course, 1099 Fisher Lane.  

 

According to the Chicago Tribune, Don Erickson’s “55-year career featured houses and buildings 

that were delicate, beautiful and always original.” The house at 1099 Fisher Lane is no exception. 

In the 1989 Winnetka Historical and Architectural Survey, architectural historian Susan Benjamin 

referred to this post-Prairie house as a “handsome example of style that is relatively unexplored.” 

Additional research is needed to expand upon the architectural significance of this house.  

 

 

Date of Research: 11/15/2024 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  
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1975 directory  

 

 

Winnetka Talk, March 16, 1961  
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Cook County Recorder Records  
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https://www.aspenmod.com/architects/erickson-and-
stevens/ 
 
Erickson and Stevens 

  
R ichard  and  Don  a t  Ta l iesen W es t ,  c .  la te  1940 ’s  Source:  h t tp : / / doner icksonarch i tec t .b lo gspot .com /2010/03 /unsung -hero .h tm l  

Principals: 
Don Erickson (1927-2006), Illinois ’47-’48, Taliesen ’48-‘51 
Richard Erickson, Illinois, Taliesen ’48-? 
Arthur Dennis Stevens, (born 1930) Purdue ‘55/Taliesen “48-‘53 

As Chicago area boys, cousins Don and Richard Erickson would spend their weekends 
designing dream homes. These childhood musings lead Richard to attend Lane Technical 
School and to follow Don to the University of Illinois architectural program at Navy Pier, after 
graduating from high school. 

Upon his professor’s advice, after a year at U of I, Don set out to gain admission to Taliesin. 
Accepted by Frank Lloyd Wright after Wright viewed Don’s design portfolio, Don conditioned 
Wright’s offer upon his additional acceptance of Richard as an apprentice. Wright complied. 
The cousins apprenticed with Frank Lloyd Wright from 1948 through 1951. Don opened a 
practice at age 23, with Richard as Chief Draftsman. 

In 1948, Dennis Stevens, a resident of the area near Taliesen, approached Frank Lloyd 
Wright for advice on good architecture schools and was invited to stay and study. The firm 
of Erickson and Stevens (originally Architectural Enterprises) was formed in 1962 and 
continued until 1992. 

Charles Matthies commissioned the firm to design of a number of notable buildings in the 
Chicago area and hired Erickson and Stevens to develop a building, The North of Nell, 555 
E. Durant, at the base of Aspen Mountain in 1965. 
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Don Erickson 
Architect 

Biography 

Don Erickson began his apprenticeship to Frank Lloyd Wright in 1948, on a dare from a college 

professor. He was an 18-year-old who was torn between a career as an architect and a life as a 

classical pianist. He left Taliesin three years later, after winning accolades for the home he 

designed for his father. He is known for bold designs of private homes and public buildings, 

many in suburban Chicago 

Erickson’s Swedish parents had different visions of the best career for their son. His mother, 

Ebba, wanted him to be a pianist, while his father, Gunnar, a master staircase designer and 

builder, encouraged his interest in architecture. (Note: Gunnar designed staircases for Keck and 

Keck.) 

“I didn’t want to be an architect. I had no interest, and buildings were boring. I didn’t know they 

could be a way of life. when a friend of my dad’s, another architect, showed me Henry-Russell 

Hitchcock’s book [In the Nature of Materials The Buildings of Frank Lloyd Wright 1887-1941 

New York: Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 1942]; I was dumbfounded. 

“It had a gravity that dragged me into the book and into Mr. Wright that was inescapable. It was 

a good black hole to be sucked into. I couldn’t get enough Wright. I never imagined that spaces 

could be made this intriguing and challenging, that architecture could be a way of life. 

“Architectural Forum came out in 1948 before I went to Taliesin. I tried to emulate Mr. Wright’s 

work by studying the drawings. It was a real revelation.” This was the second edition of the 

magazine devoted entirely to Wright’s work. The first was published in 1939. 

Marion Gutnayer, Erickson’s professor at the University of Illinois had criticized one of his 

projects, and Erickson blurted out, “Frank Lloyd Wright would have done it this way.” Erickson 

says that Gutnayer exploded in his thick French accent, “Eef you like heem so much, go to 

heem!” 
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“That was another turning point in my life. I would have never thought of going to Taliesin to be 

with Mr. Wright. It would have never occurred to me that you could study with Beethoven, with 

Michaelangelo, that you could do things like that. 

“That explosion by my professor, I thought for microseconds, my god, what a wonderful idea! I 

didn’t mean it (his retort to the professor) as an insult. He opened up the doors to a new life.” 

Erickson, his father, and cousin drove to Taliesin, and were told by an apprentice that there was a 

two year waiting list to join the Fellowship. Erickson was disappointed when they drove away. A 

few minutes later he told his father he was not ready to give up. He called Taliesin from a pay 

phone. Wright, himself, answered the phone. Erickson recalls the conversation: 

“Mr. Wright?” 

“Yes.” 

“Mr. Wright!!” 

“Yes.” 

“I want to be your apprentice!” 

“Yes” 

“Can I see you?” 

“Yes, where are you?” 

“In Spring Green. I can be there in ten minutes.” 

“Meet me in the studio.” 

He was invited to begin his apprenticeship at Taliesin West. 

Erickson left Taliesin when his father commissioned him to build a house in Inverness, Illinois, 

in 1951. “Why leave? I suppose it’s like a bird in the nest who has never taken flight. I had my 

own ideas to express. My father gave me a chance to build something that my mind had created. 

When I left I told Mr. Wright that I’d be back and I fully intended to be back.” Instead, he earned 

more commissions in suburban Chicago, and never went back to the Fellowship. 

Don Erickson says, “My theory is you don’t design until you analyze what the clients needs are. 

You have to analyze the problem. You do that up here, not with a pencil. When you analyze the 

problem, the solution becomes apparent. The problem becomes the solution which becomes the 

idea. I always come up with the idea sitting and listening to classical music, or driving in a car, 
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or over the roar of the jet engine, flying cross country. You argue with yourself. You become 

enough of a critic to overcome the euphoria of an idea. You have to bring the euphoria to 

something which is manageable, which works, which is within your budget. 

Don Erickson has designed numerous custom homes in the Northern suburbs of Chicago, as well 

as his most well-known project, the Indian Lakes Resort in Bloomingdale, IL. 

Sources: Mark Hertzberg, Wright in Racine 

For more Mr. Hertzberg’s article, with photos, go to: 

http://www.journaltimes.com/nucleus/index.php?query=erickson&amount=0&blogid=36 

For more on Indian Lakes Resort: 

http://indianlakesresort.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 515 of 538

http://www.journaltimes.com/nucleus/index.php?query=erickson&amount=0&blogid=36
http://indianlakesresort.com/


Obituary 

——————————- 

Don Erickson: 1929 – 2006 

——————————- 

Architect designed Indian Lakes resort 

By Graydon Megan 

Special to the Tribune 

October 27, 2006 

A disciple of Frank Lloyd Wright, architect Don Erickson’s 55-year career featured houses and 

buildings that were delicate, beautiful and always original. 

“Every building is a unique piece of art,” said his wife, Patricia, citing a building she and her 

husband called the Bird Cage apartments near Ridge and Pratt Boulevards on the Far North Side 

of Chicago. 

“[The building] inspired me to become an architect,” said Mettawa architect Thomas Heinz. He 

said Mr. Erickson’s design incorporates thin vertical black metal elements reminiscent of bird 

cage wires against a creamy rough stone structure. 

Perhaps Mr. Erickson’s best-known design is Indian Lakes Resort in Bloomingdale, completed 

in the 1980s. To avoid the boxy look and long corridors of many hotels, he designed a pyramid 

shape with hexagonal rooms and interior spaces and a six-story atrium lobby. 

Mr. Erickson, 77, died of multiple myeloma, which he battled for 13 years, Tuesday, Oct. 24, in 

his Barrington home. 

Mr. Erickson grew up around Chicago. His father built staircases and his mother was a classical 

pianist, and he was torn between music and architecture. 

He was drawn to Wright after seeing some of the architect’s buildings near his home in Portage 

Park. His father gave him a book of Wright’s work, which prompted him to pursue architecture 

at the University of Illinois at Navy Pier, where he began in 1948 after graduating from Proviso 
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High School. As the story goes, he told a professor that an assignment was “not the way Wright 

would do it.” The professor responded by telling Mr. Erickson that if he liked Wright so much, 

he should go study with him. 

Mr. Erickson was initially turned away from Wright’s Taliesin studio in Wisconsin and drove to 

a pay phone and called the studio. Wright answered and agreed to take him on as an apprentice if 

he would go to Wright’s Taliesin West in Arizona. He was with Wright for three years, splitting 

time between Arizona and Wisconsin until he started his own practice in 1951. 

“Don considered Mr. Wright a second father,” his wife said. “It was a very powerful time in his 

life.” Wright is said to have put his arm on Mr. Erickson’s shoulder while telling him the world 

had enough musicians and what it needed was good architects. 

By 1952, Mr. Erickson was building his first house, for his parents, in Inverness. In December of 

that year, he married his first wife, Shirley Erickson. She said that instead of a honeymoon in 

Mexico, the couple spent two weeks driving icy roads to look at Wright houses in Wisconsin, 

Iowa and Illinois. 

The couple soon built a house for themselves near Palatine. By 1966 they had a house on 10 

acres on the north side of Barrington and lived there with their three children. A tornado in April 

1967 destroyed the home, but Mr. Erickson rebuilt on the foundation and lived there the rest of 

his life. 

Mr. Erickson spent some time in the 1970s helping to establish a design program at Northern 

Illinois University in DeKalb. While there he met and married his second wife, Sharon Dam. 

They later divorced. 

Mr. Erickson was co-founder in 1998 of the Association of Licensed Architects, where he sought 

to offer architects continuing education and other benefits at reasonable dues. 

Patricia Lusk renewed an acquaintance with Mr. Erickson in 1989 when she asked if she could 

be an unpaid summer intern in his office as part of her course work in interior design at Arizona 

State University. She said the experience featured a great deal of work. They were married six 

months later on her Christmas break, before she went back to finish work on her degree. 
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“We were beautiful together as a team,” she said. Their collaboration won a recent Sub-Zero 

Kitchen Design Award as well as an award for an addition at what is now Fifth Third Bank in 

Wauconda. “He lived and breathed architecture,” she said. “He was still working up until last 

week.” 

“He stood up for what’s right and true,” Heinz said. “You can see that in his buildings–honest 

buildings from an honest man.” 

Copyright (c) 2006, Chicago Tribune 
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Irvina Warren OBITUARY 
Irvina Warren nee Perman, died on December 28, 2021 at the age of 88. Born and 
raised in the Austin neighborhood of Chicago, she attended Chicago Public Schools, 
received a bachelor’s degree from the University of Chicago and a masters in Social 
Work from Western Reserve University in Cleveland, OH. 

As a young social worker at Michael Reese Hospital, she met a medical student 
named Sherwyn Warren whom she would later marry the day after he graduated from 
medical school. Their marriage lasted 63 years until Sherwyn’s death in 2019. 

Irvina lived for over 50 years in Winnetka, IL where she raised her children, became 
an avid tennis player and volunteered for a number of municipal and non-profit 
organizations. Recently she relocated to Evanston, IL and enjoyed her few months at 
her new location. 

She is survived by her sons: Douglas (Wendy) Warren, Adam (Karen) Warren and 
Mitchell (Jeannine) Warren. Grandchildren: Dana Warren, Jamie Warren, Elyse 
(Ronald) Peterson, Robert (Elsa) Warren, Elizabeth (Christopher) Prostka, Nicholas 
White, Benjamin (Emily) Warren, Abigail Warren and Samuel Warren. Great 
grandchildren: Russell and Molly Peterson and Cameron and Mackenzie Prostka. 
Dear sister of the late Sherwood (Rochelle) Perman. 

Service Thursday 10AM at North Suburban Synagogue Beth El, 1175 Sheridan Road, 
Highland Park, IL 60035. (Attendees must be vaccinated) Interment Zion Gardens 
Cemetery, Chicago. Due to the pandemic, there will be no shiva. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions may be made to North Suburban Synagogue Beth 
El, www.nssbethel.org or the College of the University of 
Chicago, www.college.uchicago.edu To attend the funeral live stream, please visit our 
website. Arrangements by Chicago Jewish Funerals – Skokie Chapel, 
847.229.8822, www.cjfinfo.com. 

Published in: 
Chicago Tribune 
from December 29, 2021 to December 31, 2021 
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Birth: 1930 

Death: 2019 

Sherwyn E. Warren OBITUARY 

 
Chicago surgeon, Sherwyn E. Warren, MD, 88 died early Monday. He graduated from 
Crane Technical High School, the University of Illinois, and Chicago Medical School. 
He was a Captain in the United States Air Force. After military duty, he trained at the 
Universities of Illinois and Chicago for eight years. He was elected a member of the 
AOA Medical Honor Society and Sigma Xi Research Society. He was President of the 
Illinois division of The American Cancer Society and served on the National Board. He 
was Chief of General Surgery at the Hines V.A. and director of CTV surgery at 
Lutheran General Hospital. He published more than 35 academic papers and many 
essays and poems. 

He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Irvina (nee Perman) and three sons, Douglas 
(Wendy), Adam (Karen), and Mitchell (Jeannine); grandchildren Elyse (Ronald), 
Elizabeth (Christopher), Robert, Dana, Nicholas, Jamie, Benjamin, Abigail, and 
Samuel; great grandchildren Cameron, Russell, Mackenzie, and Molly. 

Funeral Services will be held Wednesday, August 7 at 11am at North Suburban 
Synagogue Beth El, 1175 Sheridan Road, Highland Park, IL. 60035. Interment Zion 
Gardens, Chicago. In lieu of flowers, please make donations to North Suburban 
Synagogue Beth El or the American Cancer Society www.cancer.org. Arrangements 
by Chicago Jewish Funerals – Skokie Chapel 847.229.8822, www.cjfinfo.com 

Published in: 
Chicago Tribune 
from August 6, 2019 to August 8, 2019 
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October 31, 2024 

Village of Winnetka 
Community Development Department 
510 Green Bay Road 
Winnetka, IL 60093 

Dear Community Development Department, 

Please find aKached a DemoliMon ApplicaMon for 1099 Fisher Lane. We respecQully submit a 
complete applicaMon along with the required ApplicaMon Fee and Deposit. Our packet includes 
a current Plat of Survey, Proposed DemoMon Schedule, Deed, Acknowledgement of Property 
Maintenance ResponsibiliMes, Current Photographs, and LLC Documents.  
 
We would like to take this opportunity to personalize the process and share some of our 
background and connecMon to this remarkable community. Our property is owned by our family 
enMty, “Slojo Investments” which we setup to facilitate our estate planning needs. We don’t 
want the enMty name to send the wrong message. Our daughter’s name is Sloan and our son’s 
name is Joe, hence “Slojo”. Our hope is that you will approve our applicaMon so that we can 
build our forever home, this home would not be on behalf of a builder or for anyone else.  
  
John and his son, Joseph, first moved to Winnetka in 2000, where Joseph aKended Greeley 
School. Drawn by the quiet, family-oriented community, John quickly developed appreciaMon 
for the area. John and Joseph developed many fond memories of their Mme in Winnetka. When 
Joseph’s schooling changed to Grayslake, John made the move back to Chicago, which 
eventually led him to meet Julie, the love of his life. They married in 2006 at a ceremony 
officiated by Martha Green and Ryan Brakemeyer of Winnetka Presbyterian Church, a 
connecMon to Winnetka that remained close to their hearts. Their daughter, Sloan, was born in 
2008, and together, they built a life in Chicago. 
 
In 2019, as John’s work began to evolve, they considered moving out of the city. He suggested 
taking a drive to the suburbs. Though iniMally hesitant, Julie and Sloan instantly fell in love upon 
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stepping into their first open house on Cherry Street. The larger lots, natural light, and tree-
lined streets brought back great memories for John, and the neighborhood feel capMvated Julie 
and Sloan. It was a fall weekend aaer Halloween, with children trick-or-treaMng in the 
community’s family atmosphere, that cemented their decision to make Winnetka their new 
home. 
 
On January 31, 2020, they purchased their home at  moving in that April. 
Sloan quickly seKled in, forming friendships and enjoying life at her new school. The transiMon 
from city life to Winnetka came at the perfect Mme for our family and we couldn’t be happier 
with the decision to make this community our home.  
 
As we now look toward the future and our desire to establish a permanent residence on Fisher 
Lane, we hope to build a home that both honors and enhances this community we hold dear. 
Our vision is to create a safe, sustainable, and welcoming home that aligns with the character 
and aestheMcs of Winnetka. We are commiKed to preserving the charm of the neighborhood 
and ensuring that our home complements the architectural beauty of the area. 
 
Thank you for considering our applicaMon. We are deeply invested in making a posiMve 
contribuMon to the community, and we are grateful for the opportunity to share our story with 
you. Please feel free to reach out with any quesMons or for addiMonal informaMon. 
 
Warm regards, 
John and Julie Crosson 
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PROPOSED DEMOLITION SCHEDULE 
We have not yet hired an architect or a builder but aHer speaking with several, we propose the 
following demoliQon schedule: 
 
START DATE: March 1, 2025 
END DATE: March 31, 2025 
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From:
To: Planning
Subject: 1099 Fisher Crescent Lane
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 9:23:10 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Winnetka Historic Preservation Commission:

NO, NO, NO, NO.....THAT HOUSE MUST NOT BE DEMOLISHED.  It is a
masterpiece of architecture, a rare and precious gem designed by the disciple of one
of our great architects the likes of which we will not see again.  I do not know about
historical merit but I do know something about architectural and aesthetic merit, and
this is an exquisite example of beauty and construction skill that can never be created
again.  It is extraordinary...everyone in the community should tour that house and be
stunned by its fantastic and unique ambience and design. Even contemplating its
removal is heartbreaking...hard to believe anyone would consider such a disastrous
thing. I implore you not to allow the destruction of one of our community’s most
glorious works of art and architecture. 

Thank you for your kind attention.

Lenore Blum
1088 Crescent Lane

Lenore S. Blum, Ph.D.
Clinical Associate Professor
Northwestern University Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences
Program Director Emerita
Masters Program in Counseling Psychology
The Family Institute at Northwestern University

ATTACHMENT G
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA 

TO: HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE: FEBRUARY 27, 2025

SUBJECT: PRESERVATION AWARDS - 2025

INTRODUCTION

On March 3, 2025, the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) is scheduled to discuss the annual 
Preservation Awards program. The awards are an annual program that celebrates building projects that 
promote historic preservation within the Village.  

NOMINATION AND AWARDS PROCESS

The awards seek to honor exterior construction projects in the Village that have helped preserve the 
history and character of the community. The different categories of consideration are Restoration, 
Rehabilitation, and New Construction for projects that have been completed during the last five years. 
Projects on single-family residential, multi-family residential, commercial, and public/institutional 
properties are eligible for nomination with the property owner’s consent. Nomination forms are available 
on the Village website and at Village Hall.

Like previous years, a call for nominations will be issued in February with submissions accepted through 
the late spring. The nomination deadline is tentatively scheduled for Friday, May 23, 2025, with a goal of 
LPC consideration of nominations at their June 2, 2025, meeting. The award winners are expected to be 
announced and presented at a Village Council meeting this fall. 

Any questions or inquiries regarding the awards, as well as entries can be sent to Christopher Marx in the 
Village’s Community Development Department.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment A: 2025 Preservation Awards Nomination Form
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Jack Coladarci, Chairman
Chris Enck

Beth Ann Papoutsis
Joseph Stuart

        Paul Weaver

WINNETKA PRESERVATION AWARD NOMINATION

I would like to nominate the following exterior project:

Property Address: _______________________________________________

Owner: _______________________________________________

Owner's phone and email:    _______________________________________________

1. Award Category (check one):

   Restoration: The project restores the property to its original appearance using 
original plans and required research. The project may be a full-scale 
or partial restoration. An example of a partial restoration would 
include the replacement of an asphalt shingle roof with original 
roof material, or the restoration of a porch to its original condition.

   Rehabilitation: The project is sympathetic to the building's original design. Original 
plans and research materials are not available, but the project 
upholds the spirit of the building's style, use of materials and finish.  
Room additions or garages represent examples of rehabilitation.

   New Construction: Emphasizes the project's compatibility with its neighborhood. In 
this respect, issues regarding style, massing, scale, color, trees, and 
context to adjacent properties feature in consideration.

 2. Property Type:    Single-Family Residential
   Commercial/Multi-Family Residential
   Public/Institutional
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3.  Brief Description of the Project (use extra page if needed):

4.  Approximate date of project completion:  _________________________________________             

5.  Name, address, phone number and email of nominator: _____________________________

6.  Photos enclosed 

7.  Signature of property owner: 

 ________________________________________________

Questions?  Call or email Christopher Marx:  847.716.3587 or cmarx@winnetka.org

Please submit this form together with photographs (digital) and other documentation no later 
than Friday, May 23, 2025.  Electronically submitted nominations and photographs are the 
preferred form of submission.  Please email nominations to cmarx@winnetka.org.  Otherwise, 
please mail to:

Winnetka Preservation Awards
Attn: Christopher Marx, Community Development Department
Winnetka Village Hall
510 Green Bay Road
Winnetka, Illinois 60093

Rules:

1. Nominate your own property or as many projects as you like, as long as you get the owner 
to sign the form.

2. The project must have been completed within the past five years.
3. Entries for restoration or rehabilitation must include at least one "before" and one "after" 

photo.  New construction entries need only have the completed project photograph.
4. Single-family residential, commercial, multi-family, and public/institutional properties are 

eligible.
5. Exterior projects only.

Page 538 of 538


	1. Call to Order
	2. Public Comments
	3. Approval of Minutes
	a. Approval of January 6, 2025, Regular Meeting Minut
	01.06.2025 - HPC Minutes - DRAFT


	4. Historical Architectural Impact Studies (HAIS)
	a. Case No. 24-12-HPC - 760 Cherry Street (extended f
	760 Cherry - HAIS Memo
	Attachment A - 760 Cherry St HAIS
	Attachment B - WHS Response
	Attachment C - GIS Aerial Map
	Attachment D - Preliminary Review Information
	Attachment E - Historical Society Research
	Attachment F - Application Materials


	5. Demolition Permit Applications
	a. Case No. 25-03-HPC - 326 Ridge Avenue: Review of t
	326 Ridge - HPC Memo
	Attachment A - GIS Aerial Map
	Attachment B - Preliminary Review Information
	Attachment C - Historical Society Research
	Attachment D - Application Materials

	b. Case No. 25-04-HPC - 945 Pine Tree Lane: Review of
	945 Pine Tree - HPC Memo
	Attachment A - GIS Aerial Map
	Attachment B - Preliminary Review Information
	Attachment C - Historical Society Research
	Attachment D - Application Materials


	6. Historical Architectural Impact Studies (HAIS)
	a. Case No. 24-20-HPC - 1099 Fisher Lane: Review of t
	1099 Fisher - HAIS Memo
	Attachment A - 1099 Fisher HAIS (reduced)
	Attachment B - WHS Response to HAIS
	Attachment C - GIS Aerial Map
	Attachment D - Preliminary Property History Study .
	Attachment E - Historical Society Research
	Attachment F - Application Materials
	Attachment G - Public Correspondence


	7. Other Business
	a. April 7, 2025, Regular Meeting - Quorum Check
	b. 2025 Preservation Awards - Call For Nominations
	HPC Preservation Awards Memo
	Preservation Award Nomination Application - 2025

	c. Monthly Communications for HPC - Discussion and Co

	8. Adjournment



