
Village of Winnetka 
 Landmark Preservation Commission Meeting 

  
 

October 3, 2022 at 7:00 PM 
Winnetka Village Hall Council Chambers - 510 

Green Bay Road 

NOTICE 
Public comment is permitted on all agenda items at the meeting.  If you wish to provide testimony or comments 
prior to the meeting, you may provide them one of two ways: (1) by sending an email to planning@winnetka.org; or 
by sending a letter to Community Development, Village of Winnetka, 510 Green Bay Road, Winnetka, IL  60093.  All 
agenda materials are available at www.villageofwinnetka.org/agendacenter.  

The Village of Winnetka, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, requests that persons with 
disabilities, who require certain accommodations to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting or have 
questions about the accessibility of the meeting or facilities contact the Village ADA Coordinator at 510 Green Bay 
Road, Winnetka, Illinois 60093, (Telephone (847) 716-3543; T.D.D. (847) 501-6041). 
 

AGENDA 
1. Call to Order 
2. Public Comments 
3. Approval of Minutes 
  a. Approval of August 11, 2022, Meeting Minutes 
4. Demolition Permit Applications 
  a. Case No. 22-19-LPC - 598 Birch Street:  Review of the demolition permit 

application submitted for the single-family residence at 598 Birch Street. 
  b. Case No. 22-20-LPC - 901 Greenwood Avenue:  Review of the demolition 

permit application submitted for the single-family residence at 901 Greenwood 
Avenue. 

  c. Case No. 22-21-LPC - 525 Ash Street:  Review of the demolition permit 
application submitted for the single-family residence at 525 Ash Street. 

  d. Case No. 22-25-LPC - 604 Willow Road:  Review of the demolition permit 
application submitted for the single-family residence at 604 Willow Road.  

5. Historical Architectural Impact Studies (HAIS) 
  a. Case No. 22-15-LPC - 205 Chestnut Street:  Review of the Historical 

Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for the single-family residence at 205 Chestnut 
Street.  

6. Other Business 
  a. November 7, 2022, Meeting - Quorum Check 
7. Adjournment 
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1 LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION
2 AUGUST 11, 2022 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
3
4 Members Present:                             Jack Coladarci, Chairman
5 Chris Enck
6 Beth Ann Papoutsis    
7 Joseph Stuart 
8  
9 Non-Voting Member Present:         Bob Dearborn  

10
11 Members Absent:                              Laura Good
12 Paul Weaver 
13   
14 Village Staff: Christopher Marx, Associate Planner
15  
16 Call to Order & Roll Call:
17 Chairman Coladarci called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. Mr. Marx took roll call of the Commission Members 
18 present. 
19
20 Public Comment
21 No public comment was made at this time.
22
23 Approval of August 1, 2022 Meeting Minutes. 
24 Chairman Coladarci asked if there were any comments to be made to the August 1, 2022 meeting minutes or for a 
25 motion to approve. Ms. Papoutsis moved to approve the August 1, 2022 meeting minutes. Mr. Stuart seconded the 
26 motion. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed: 
27 AYES: Coladarci, Enck, Papoutsis, Stuart  
28 NAYS: None
29 NON-VOTING: Dearborn 
30
31 Alterations to Locally Designated Landmarks. 
32 a. Case No. 22-18-LPC – 507 Cedar Street: Advisory review of proposed alterations to 507 Cedar Street, a 
33 locally designated landmark 
34 Mr. Marx identified the proposed alterations to be made by the property owner relating to windows on the west 
35 side of the home which faced the street. He noted the current windows are not original to the home and need to 
36 be replaced since they are in a state of disrepair. Mr. Marx also stated the custom order Marvin windows to be 
37 installed would more represent the original windows at the time of the home’s construction. He referred to Figure 
38 2 on page 2 showing the original window’s shape and the plan to restore the window opening to its original shape. 
39 He also stated minor stucco touchup would be done as well as a matching bracket for the north/south windows. 
40 Mr. Marx then asked if there were any questions. 
41
42 Chairman Coladarci stated it appeared the home is being returned to its original look and would be more 
43 consistent with its landmark status. Mr. Marx stated the renovation would maintain the home’s integrity and 
44 return the home to its original appearance. Mr. Enck asked if the current windows are divided light. Michael 
45 Levitin, the property owner, stated sliding doors with divided windows were installed years ago and described the 
46 windows’ dilapidated condition. He then described the trim which would be installed to match the remaining 
47 home’s trim. Ms. Papoutsis thanked the applicant for his diligence in terms of preserving the home’s integrity. 
48
49 Mr. Dearborn asked that before and after pictures be taken since the renovation may qualify for a landmark 
50 preservation award. Mr. Levitin indicated the home may be a George Mayer home and described the previous 
51 alterations done to the home’s windows. He added the home was built in 1909 and identified the home’s first 
52 owners and its history. Mr. Dearborn referred to the home’s prominent location on the Village Green and 
53 commented they appreciated the work being done. Mr. Stuart asked if the porch windows would function as 
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August 11, 2022 Page 2

1 regular windows and Mr. Levitin described how the operable casement windows would function. Mr. Levitin also 
2 identified Mike Kelly as the project architect. No additional questions were raised at this time.
3
4 Chairman Coladarci then called the matter in for discussion. Mr. Marx identified the language on page nos. 2-3 of 
5 the agenda report to be used for the motion. Chairman Coladarci asked the Commission Members if they felt the 
6 alterations are inappropriate. No comments were made at this time. Chairman Coladarci then asked for a motion 
7 to approve the request as indicated on page 7. A motion was made by Mr. Enck as indicated on page 7. Several 
8 Commission Members seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed: 
9 AYES: Coladarci, Enck, Papoutsis, Stuart  

10 NAYS: None
11 NON-VOTING: Dearborn 
12
13 Other Business.
14 a. September 19, 2022 Meeting – Quorum Check.
15 The Commission Members discussed their availability. 
16
17 b. Comprehensive Plan Update.  
18 Mr. Marx stated there have been no new updates to report. 
19
20 Adjournment:
21 Chairman Coladarci asked for a motion to adjourn. A motion was made by Ms. Papoutsis and seconded by Mr. 
22 Stuart. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed: 
23 AYES: Coladarci, Enck, Papoutsis, Stuart  
24 NAYS: None
25 NON-VOTING: Dearborn 
26 The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
27
28 Respectfully submitted,
29
30 Antionette Johnson
31 Recording Secretary 
32
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Page 1

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA 

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE: SEPTEMBER 29, 2022

SUBJECT: 598 BIRCH - DEMOLITION PERMIT (CASE NO. 22-19-LPC)

INTRODUCTION
Meeting Date October 3, 2022
Commission Action Preliminary historic and architectural review to determine if 

a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary or 
if demolition may proceed without delay.

Property Address 598 Birch Street (See Attachment A – Aerial Map)
Property Owner 598 Birch LLC
Application Submitted by 598 Birch LLC, represented by Bart Przyjemski
Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet

Completed

Public Comments as of Date of Memo As of the date of this memo, staff has not received any 
written comment from the public regarding this application. 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Size 0.18 acres
Location West side of Birch Street between Pine and Spruce Streets
Improvements Single-family home with a detached garage
Zoning R-5 Single-Family Residential
Surrounding Zoning R-5 Single-Family Residential to the north, west, and south, 

and B-1 Multi-Family Residential to the east 

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History Study
See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Research

Constructed Undetermined from Community Development Department 
records, Winnetka Historical Society records indicate 
approximately 1909

Additional Construction Activity 1921 - Add one-story to building, 1924 - Build one-story frame 
shed, 1946 - Make alterations to single family residence, 1975 
- Add a carport to residence

Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing No
Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) WHS research indicates that the property has both historical 

and architectural significance. See attached report from the 
WHS provided in Attachment C for details.
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NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
Other Permits for New Primary Structures on 
Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley)

None

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise 
impacts in the neighborhood.

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted

Building permit application for new single-family home 
construction has been submitted. 

MUNICIPAL CODE AMENDMENTS – DEMOLITION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

On March 16, 2021, the Village Council adopted Ordinance MC-2-2021 amending the Village Code to 
further encourage the preservation of significant buildings and structures. The Commission may now 
order the issuance of a demolition delay of a historic or architecturally significant structure for up to 
but not exceeding 270 days from the date the Commission determines that an applicant is required 
to submit an HAIS for the structure the applicant wishes to demolish.

Should the LPC request an HAIS for the subject property at the October 3rd Commission meeting, and 
after reviewing the HAIS at a future meeting the LPC determines the structure is significant and a 
delay should be issued, the Commission may at that time issue a demolition delay up to but not 
exceeding 270 days from October 3rd, 2022. 

COMMISSION REVIEW

The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact 
Study Required or (2) Building and/or Property is Not Historic or Architecturally Significant.

Historical Architectural Impact Study Required
The Commission finds that based upon (1) the preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the LPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.  The Commission reached its 
conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria: [The Commission must note 
which of the following criteria is met]

1. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit;

2. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 
of the Village Code;  (Subject Property is not a landmark)

3. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation; and  (Subject Property is not on the state survey)

4. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic places.  (Subject Property is not on National Register)

Building and/or Property Lacks Historic or Architectural Significance 
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village Code 
that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant a 
Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may proceed without 
delay. 
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ATTACHMENTS

Attachment A:  GIS Aerial Map
Attachment B:  Preliminary Property History Study
Attachment C:  Historical Society Research
Attachment D:  Application Materials
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Disclaimer: The GIS Consortium and MGP Inc. are not liable for any use, misuse, modification or disclosure of any map provided under applicable law.  This map is for general information purposes only. Although the

information is believed to be generally accurate, errors may exist and the user should independently confirm for accuracy. The map does not constitute a regulatory determination and is not a base for engineering

design. A Registered Land Surveyor should be consulted to determine precise location boundaries on the ground.
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Page 7 of 245



   
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: AUGUST 23, 2022 

SUBJECT: CASE NO. 22-19: 598 BIRCH STREET 

INTRODUCTION 

On September 19, 2022, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish 
the residence at 598 Birch Street. Please return any available information regarding the architectural and 
historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the day on Thursday, September 8, 
2022. If you have any questions, please feel free to send an email to cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at 
(847) 716-3587.

PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

4-7-1921 Add one-story to building Windes & Marsh Not listed 
1-3-1924 Build one-story frame shed Windes & Marsh Not listed 
3-20-1946 Make alterations to single family 

residence 
Harvey J. Wishart Herman H. Lackner 

5-14-1975 Add a carport to a residence Harvey J. Wishart Herman Lackner & 
Associates 

ATTACHMENT B
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598 Birch – August, 2022 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH 

COVERSHEET 

Address: 598 Birch

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: c. 1909 
Construction type: Brick/stucco 
Style: Gable Front/Tudor Revival  

OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 

OWNER 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Frank Windes 
and Don 
Marsh 

By 1912 – c. 
1946 

Building permit 
application, 1912 
directory, 1942 
directory, HAIS for 
873 Spruce, 
selection of WHS 
materials related to 
Frank Windes and 
Windes & Marsh1 

Windes & Marsh were Winnetka’s 
Village Engineers. Windes was 
also the Village Assessor and 
Village Marshall, member of 
Winnetka’s Board of Education, 
active in organizations such as the 
Freemasons and the Rotary Club, 
and taught Winnetka’s first manual 
training courses at Academy Hall. 
Windes founded the Winnetka 
Historical Society.   

Harvey J. and 
Patricia 
Wishart  

c. 1946 – at least
1982

Building permit 
application, real 
estate listing, 1979 
directory, Winnetka

Talk obituary 
Janet and 
Gordon 
McCullough 

Possible 
tenants: 
Shinya Aizawa 

Mitchell 
Batkin 

By 1986 – 2001 

By 1990 – c. 
1997 

1998 

Ancestry.com 
records, 1990 
directory, Cook 
County Recorder 
records  

1 The Winnetka Historical Society has hundreds (perhaps thousands) of materials produced by or related to Frank 
Windes and the work he did inside his office at 598 Birch. A small selection is attached here.  

ATTACHMENT C
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Judith K. 
Naper and 
Daniel T. 
Crowe 

2001 – 2022  Cook County 
Recorder records, 
Ancestry.com 
records, Chicago 

Tribune obituary  

 

   

 

ARCHITECTS:   

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND 

DESCRIPTION OF 

PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Windes & Marsh 1921 – add one-story 
building; 1924 – build one-
story frame shed 

Excerpts from the HAIS for 
873 Spruce related to Frank 
Windes, selection of WHS 
materials related to Windes, 
as well as Windes & Marsh 

Herman Lackner 1946 – make alterations to 
single family residence; 1975 
– add a carport to residence  

WHS file materials on 
Herman Lackner. 

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Cook County Assessor records, Cook County 
Recorder records, historic phone books, WHS property files, WHS digital files, Ancestry.com, 
Chicago Tribune 

 

Findings: 

 

Our research indicates that this property maintains historical and architectural significance due to 
its strong association with Frank Windes. Windes, the original owner and likely the original 
architect of 598 Birch, arguably contributed more to the structural development of Winnetka than 
any other single individual. As such, he has been referred to as “Mr. Winnetka.”  
 
Windes was a longtime resident who served the Winnetka community in a number of important 
ways. For example, throughout his career, he served as Village Assessor, Village Engineer, and 
Village Marshall. He was a member of Winnetka’s Board of Education, was active in 
organizations such as the Freemasons and the Rotary Club, and taught Winnetka’s first manual 
training courses at Academy Hall. Significantly, Windes was a founder of the Winnetka 
Historical Society. He collected and produced thousands of the Historical Society’s collections 
materials, many of which were stored in the vault at 598 Birch while Windes searched for a more 
permanent repository.  
 
As an architect, Windes is responsible for several recognizable buildings and structures. His first 
Winnetka design was likely his father’s house at 530 Cherry, which he designed when he was a 
teenager. By 1900, Windes had designed a number of houses in Winnetka, including his own at 
873 Spruce.  
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In 1900, Windes founded his own engineering firm in Winnetka. He was one of the first 
proponents of the track depression and Skokie Lagoons projects in Winnetka and, significantly, 
in 1906, produced plans for a bridge over the proposed tracks at Elm Street that were later used 
for the bridge that exists today.2 His plans to turn the Skokie marsh into a series of lagoons were 
also instrumental in the development and implementation of that project.  
 
In 1909, Windes partnered with Don Marsh and formed the partnership Windes & Marsh. Their 
office at 598 Birch was likely designed by Windes & Marsh and built shortly after the 
partnership was formed. There, Windes & Marsh produced and stored hundreds of historic maps 
and blueprints. Much of what we know about early Winnetka is derived from the work produced 
and preserved by Windes & Marsh inside their office at 598 Birch.  
 
During their partnership, Windes & Marsh served as city engineers for Winnetka, Glencoe, 
Kenilworth and Highland Park. Thus, the significance of the work done at 598 Birch extends 
beyond Winnetka to the North Shore and beyond.  
 
It is also important to note that in 1946, notable architect Herman Lackner converted the Windes 
& Marsh office and vault into a single-family residence. Lackner designed a number of homes on 
the North Shore, including 1031 Cherry, 743-749 Elm, 700 Foxdale, 611 Lincoln, 701 Hibbard, 
and 1155 Willow, to name a few. In 1995, a few years before his death, Lackner was chosen to 
be interviewed for the Chicago Architects Oral History Project conducted by the Art Institute of 
Chicago, highlighting the significant contribution he made to Chicagoland’s architectural 
landscape. In addition to another oral history interview, several of his original blueprints are now 
housed at the Winnetka Historical Society.   
 

 

Date of Research: 9/6/2022 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 
Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 
 
Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 
Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  

                                                 
2 That bridge was dedicated to Windes in 1999.  
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598 Birch, c. 1925 
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1914 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 
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Example of a blueprint prepared by Windes & Marsh at 598 Birch, 1926 

 

 

1904 directory  

 

 

1909 directory  
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1912 directory  

 

 

1942 directory  

 

 

1979 directory  

 

 

1990 directory  
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Ancestry.com records  
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Cook County Recorder records  
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Winnetka Talk, July 3, 1975  
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Death Notice: DANIEL "DANNY" T. CROWE  
Publication info: Chicago Tribune ; Chicago, Ill. [Chicago, Ill]. 13 Dec 2015: 36.
 

ProQuest document link
 

  
 
FULL TEXT 
  

Daniel T. Crowe Sr., 63, passed away peacefully December 9, 2015 at Loyola Hospital in Maywood. 

  

Beloved Father of Daniel(son of Kimberly) and Erin(daughter of Judy).Former spouse of Judy Naper and Kimberly

Brya. 

  

Son of Patricia and the late Edward Crowe. 

  

Brother of Ed Crowe (Gail), Jean Egart, Patty Bleu (Terry), Barb Ball (Dan), Tim (Kathy), Kevin (Leslie), Andy (Aurora),

Molly Kuhl (Chris), Kitty Jakubosky (Jim), and Joan. 

  

Fond Uncle of 23 nieces and nephews. 

  

A memorial service will be held at Winnetka Congregational Church, 725 Pine Street, Winnetka, Illinois, Monday,

December 14, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can be made to Loyola Hospital or the

charity of your choice.  

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries 

  

*** 

  

This is a paid death notice. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Page 1

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA 

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE: SEPTEMBER 29, 2022

SUBJECT: 901 GREENWOOD AVNEUE - DEMOLITION PERMIT (CASE NO. 22-20-
LPC)

INTRODUCTION
Meeting Date October 3, 2022
Commission Action Preliminary historic and architectural review to determine if 

a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary or 
if demolition may proceed without delay.

Property Address 901 Greenwood Avenue, formerly 1455 Tower Road (See 
Attachment A – Aerial Map)

Property Owner 1455 Tower LLC
Application Submitted by 1455 Tower LLC, represented by Stephen Todd
Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet

Completed

Public Comments as of Date of Memo As of the date of this memo, staff has received one written 
comment from the public regarding this application. (See 
Attachment E – Public Comments) 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Size 0.21 acres
Location Northeast Corner of intersection of Greenwood Avenue and 

Tower Road
Improvements Single-family home with an attached garage
Zoning R-5 Single-Family Residential
Surrounding Zoning R-5 Single-Family Residential to the north, east, and west, and 

R-2 Single-Family Residential to the south

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History Study
See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Research

Constructed 1925
Additional Construction Activity 1956 - Construct screened porch addition
Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing No
Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) WHS research indicates that the property does not have 

historical or architectural significance. See attached report 
from the WHS provided in Attachment C for details.
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NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
Other Permits for New Primary Structures on 
Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley)

None

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise 
impacts in the neighborhood.

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted

Building permit application for a new single-family home has 
been submitted.

MUNICIPAL CODE AMENDMENTS – DEMOLITION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

On March 16, 2021, the Village Council adopted Ordinance MC-2-2021 amending the Village Code to 
further encourage the preservation of significant buildings and structures. The Commission may now 
order the issuance of a demolition delay of a historic or architecturally significant structure for up to 
but not exceeding 270 days from the date the Commission determines that an applicant is required 
to submit an HAIS for the structure the applicant wishes to demolish.

Should the LPC request an HAIS for the subject property at the October 3rd Commission meeting, and 
after reviewing the HAIS at a future meeting the LPC determines the structure is significant and a 
delay should be issued, the Commission may at that time issue a demolition delay up to but not 
exceeding 270 days from October 3rd , 2022. 

COMMISSION REVIEW

The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact 
Study Required or (2) Building and/or Property is Not Historic or Architecturally Significant.

Historical Architectural Impact Study Required
The Commission finds that based upon (1) the preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the LPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.  The Commission reached its 
conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria: [The Commission must note 
which of the following criteria is met]

1. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit;

2. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 
of the Village Code;  (Subject Property is not a landmark)

3. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation; and  (Subject Property is not on the state survey)

4. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic places.  (Subject Property is not on National Register)

Building and/or Property Lacks Historic or Architectural Significance 
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village Code 
that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant a 
Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may proceed without 
delay. 
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ATTACHMENTS

Attachment A: GIS Aerial Map
Attachment B: Preliminary Property History Study
Attachment C: Historical Society Research
Attachment D: Application Materials
Attachment E: Public Correspondence
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information is believed to be generally accurate, errors may exist and the user should independently confirm for accuracy. The map does not constitute a regulatory determination and is not a base for engineering

design. A Registered Land Surveyor should be consulted to determine precise location boundaries on the ground.
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: AUGUST 23, 2022 

SUBJECT: CASE NO. 22-20: 901 GREENWOOD AVENUE 

INTRODUCTION 

On September 19, 2022, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish 
the residence at 901 Greenwood Avenue (formerly known as 1455 Tower Road. Please return any 
available information regarding the architectural and historical significance of the structure to my 
attention by the end of the day on Thursday, September 8, 2022. If you have any questions, please feel 
free to send an email to cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-3587.      

PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

1-10-1925 Build a two-story frame and stucco 
residence with garage attached 

Gustav Lindahl Gustav Lindahl 

7-6-1956 Construct screened porch addition L.G. Kelley Not listed 

ATTACHMENT B
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901 Greenwood – August, 2022 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH 

COVERSHEET 

Address: 901 Greenwood (formerly 1455 Tower) 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1925 

Construction type: Stucco 

Style: Mediterranean  

OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 

OWNER/RESIDENT 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Gustav Lindahl 1925 – at 

least 1933 

Building permit 

application, 1933 

directory  

Listed as either a builder 

or contractor in the 1920s 

and 30s Winnetka 

directories. 

Daniel S. Pickrell 1935 1935 directory1 

Carlis C. Kohler 1939 1939 directory 

R. C. Bardwell 1941 – 1944 Real estate listing slip, 

1941 directory2 

Lawrence G. and 

Theresa E. Kelley 

By 1954 – 

1962 

Building permit 

application, real estate 

listing slip, 1954 

directory, Winnetka Talk 

obituary  

Julius and Anna Solar 1963 – 1975 Real estate listing slip, 

1963 directory  

Glen and Barbara 

Rosenthal  

c. 1975 –

1978

Real estate listing slip 

Bernard and Judy 

Hammer 

1979 – 2022 1979 directory, Cook 

County Assessor records 

ARCHITECTS:  

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND 

DESCRIPTION OF 

PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Gustav Lindahl 1925 – build a two-story 

frame and stucco residence 

with garage attached. 

1 Listed as vacant in 1937 (see attached image). 
2 Address not listed in the 1940 directory.  

ATTACHMENT C
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RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Cook County Assessor records, Cook County 

Recorder records, historic phone books, WHS property files, WHS digital files, Ancestry.com, 

Chicago Tribune 

 

Findings: 

 

Our research does not indicate that the house at 901 Greenwood (also referred to as 1455 Tower) 

maintains architectural or historical significance. While it is an attractive older house that has 

been home to several Winnetkans, we did not find any information about the builder and original 

owner, Gustav Lindahl, or any subsequent residents that warrants further research.3  

 

Date of Research: 8/30/2022 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  

                                                 
3 Our digital records indicate that Gustav Lindahl owned, designed, and built at least one other house in Winnetka at 

1210 Spruce Street. 
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1933 directory 

 

 

1935 directory 

 

 

1937 directory 

 

 

1939 directory  
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1941 directory  

 

 

1954 directory  

 

 

1963 directory  

 

 

1979 directory  
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Winnetka Talk, February 11, 1965 
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Property Details

05-18-225-014-0000
1455 TOWER RD ● WINNETKA, IL ● New Tier

Tax Details
PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION 206

SQUARE FOOTAGE (LAND) 9,320

NEIGHBORHOOD 41

TAXCODE 23008

NEXT SCHEDULED
REASSESSMENT

2022

Assessed Valuation
2020 Assessor Certified values include adjustments, where applicable, for COVID-19 effects on property.

2022 Assessor Valuation
2021
Board of Review Certified

TOTAL ESTIMATED MARKET
VALUE

$810,000 $411,860

TOTAL ASSESSED VALUE $81,000 $41,186

LAND ASSESSED VALUE $23,300 $16,776

BUILDING ASSESSED VALUE $57,700 $24,410

 “Property Location” is not a legal/postal mailing address. Its sole purpose is to help our Office locate the property. Therefore, you should not utilize the

property location for any purpose, however, you may update the Property Location with your Legal/Postal Mailing Address should you choose to do so.

Updating the address will not change the Property Location to a Legal/Postal Mailing Address.

 Information may be available by submitting an FOIA Request

*

**

Exemption Status
2019 Homeowner |
Yes

Senior Citizen |
N/A

Senior Freeze |
N/A

Dis. Person Exemption |
N/A

Dis. Veteran Exemption |
N/A

Exemption History
2019 Homeowner, and Senior Citizen exemption was applied to the property this year.

2018 Homeowner, and Senior Citizen exemption was applied to the property this year.

2017 Homeowner, Senior Citizen, and Persons with Disabilities exemption was applied to the property this year.

2016 Homeowner, and Senior Citizen exemption was applied to the property this year.Page 90 of 245



Characteristics
DESCRIPTION Two or more story residence, over 62 years, 2,201 to 4,999 sq.ft.

RESIDENCE TYPE Two Story

USE Single Family

APARTMENTS None

EXTERIOR CONSTRUCTION Stucco

FULL BATHS 3

HALF BATHS 0

BASEMENT Full and Rec Room

ATTIC Full and Apartment

CENTRAL AIR No

NUMBER OF FIREPLACES 1

GARAGE SIZE/TYPE 1.5 Car

AGE 98

BUILDING SQUARE FOOTAGE 2,349

ASSESSMENT PHASE Assessor Valuation

 Excluded from building square footage, except apartment

 Excluded from building square footage

 “Property Location” is not a legal/postal mailing address. Its sole purpose is to help our Office locate the property. Therefore, you should not utilize the

property location for any purpose, however, you may update the Property Location with your Legal/Postal Mailing Address should you choose to do so.

Updating the address will not change the Property Location to a Legal/Postal Mailing Address.

 Information may be available by submitting an FOIA Request

1

2

1

2

*

**
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Year Previous

Board

Certified

Assessor

Post-

Appeal

Valuation

Assessor

Valuation

Appeal

Number

Attorney/Tax

Representative

Applicant Status Result

2022 $41,186

(2021)

Appeal

work in

progress

$41,186 537807 PATRICK J

CULLERTON

BERNARD

HAMMER

Appeal in

Process

-

2021 $65,595

(2020)

$41,186 $65,595 300429 THOMAS J

THORSON

BERNARD

HAMMER

Appeal

Review

Complete

Assessed

Value

Adjusted -

Insufficient

or no data

was

provided to

substantiate

a field check

at the time

the appeal

was filed.

2020 $21,657

(2019)

$21,657 $65,595 18690 THOMAS J

THORSON

BERNARD

HAMMER

Appeal

Review

Complete

Assessed

Value

Adjusted -

This is the

result of the

total

vacancy of

your

property.

2019 $44,000

(2018)

$21,657 $65,595 32172 THOMAS J

THORSON

BERNARD

HAMMER

Appeal

Review

Complete

Assessed

Value

Adjusted -

This is the

result of the

total

vacancy of

your

property.

Appeal History
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Year Previous

Board

Certified

Assessor

Post-

Appeal

Valuation

Assessor

Valuation

Appeal

Number

Attorney/Tax

Representative

Applicant Status Result

2018 $44,000

(2017)

$44,000 $164,850 13430 THOMAS J

THORSON

BERNARD

HAMMER

Appeal

Review

Complete

Assessed

Value

Adjusted -

This is the

result of the

total

vacancy of

your

property.

2017 $50,000

(2016)

$44,000 $164,222 13572 HOWARD W

MELTON

BERNARD

HAMMER

Appeal

Review

Complete

Assessed

Value Not

Adjusted -

Your

property's

uniformity

with

comparable

properties.

2016 $49,839

(2015)

$85,471 $91,323 14629 BERNARD

HAMMER

HOWARD

W

MELTON

Appeal

Review

Complete

Assessed

Value Not

Adjusted -

This is due

to your

property's

uniformity

with

comparable

properties.

2015 $49,839

(2014)

$49,839 $49,839 35884 BERNARD

HAMMER

HOWARD

MELTON

Appeal

Review

Complete

Assessed

Value Not

Adjusted -

This is due

to your

property's

uniformity

with

comparable

properties.
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Year Previous

Board

Certified

Assessor

Post-

Appeal

Valuation

Assessor

Valuation

Appeal

Number

Attorney/Tax

Representative

Applicant Status Result

2014 $60,644

(2013)

$57,520 $60,644 44146 BERNARD

HAMMER

THOMAS

THORSON

Appeal

Review

Complete

Assessed

Value Not

Adjusted -

This is due

to conflict

between

data

submitted

and our

recent field

inspection.

2013 $55,982

(2012)

$63,747 $69,476 33213 BERNARD

HAMMER

BERNARD

HAMMER

Appeal

Review

Complete

Assessed

Value

Adjusted -

This is the

result of an

analysis of

comparable

properties.

2010 $72,400

(2009)

$67,748 $72,367 4214 BERNARD

HAMMER

BERNARD

HAMMER

Appeal

Review

Complete

Assessed

Value Not

Adjusted -

This is due

to your

property's

uniformity

with

comparable

properties.

2009 $82,244

(2008)

$78,131 $78,131 703 BERNARD

HAMMER

BERNARD

HAMMER

Appeal

Review

Complete

Assessed

Value Not

Adjusted -

This is due

to your

property's

uniformity

with

comparable

properties.
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Year Previous

Board

Certified

Assessor

Post-

Appeal

Valuation

Assessor

Valuation

Appeal

Number

Attorney/Tax

Representative

Applicant Status Result

2007 $59,609

(2006)

$89,804 $96,527 2635 BERNARD

HAMMER

BERNARD

HAMMER

Appeal

Review

Complete

Assessed

Value

Adjusted -

This is the

result of an

analysis of

comparable

properties.

1
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Year Certificate

Number

Property

Location

Issued

Date

C of E

Description

Reason Comments

2016 642 1455

TOWER

RD

2022-

08-30

Senior

Citizen /

Homeowner

Non

Cooperative

The Assessor's Office has completed

processing the C of E. Please contact the Cook

County Treasurer or the Cook County Clerk to

determine whether you are entitled to a

refund or if a balance is due.

2015 63144 1455

TOWER

RD

2022-

08-30

Senior

Citizen /

Homeowner

Non

Cooperative

The Assessor's Office has completed

processing the C of E. Please contact the Cook

County Treasurer or the Cook County Clerk to

determine whether you are entitled to a

refund or if a balance is due.

2014 82994 1455

TOWER

RD

2022-

08-30

Senior

Citizen /

Homeowner

Non

Cooperative

The Assessor's Office has completed

processing the C of E. Please contact the Cook

County Treasurer or the Cook County Clerk to

determine whether you are entitled to a

refund or if a balance is due.

2013 90718 1455

TOWER

RD

2022-

08-30

Senior

Citizen /

Homeowner

Non

Cooperative

The Assessor's Office has completed

processing the C of E. Please contact the Cook

County Treasurer or the Cook County Clerk to

determine whether you are entitled to a

refund or if a balance is due.

Certificate of Error History

reCAPTCHA
I'm not a robot

Privacy  - Terms

Don’t know your PIN? Search by address here (/address-search).

Enter 14 digit PIN

SEARCH
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From:

Subject: Re: Demo of 901 Greenwood (Formerly 1455 Tower)
Date: Monday, August 29, 2022 11:59:17 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hey Chris-
Lets say 10/3 start date -10/7 end date.

Thanks,
Stephen

Stephen Todd | Broker Associate
The Todd Group
Jameson Sotheby’s International Realty 
425 W. North Ave. | Chicago, IL 60610 

On Wed, Aug 24, 2022 at 8:01 PM Christopher Marx <CMarx@winnetka.org> wrote:

I should have clarified. If you can provide an exact start date and exact end date, within that
time span (or whichever preferred time span), that would be helpful.

The demolition schedule is a point of reference for the public notice that is sent in the mail
to nearby properties. It provides an idea of how when and how long. As mentioned earlier,
it’s not binding.

Thanks,

Chris

Christopher Marx, AICP
Associate Planner
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From:
To: Planning
Subject: 901 Greenwood
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 7:42:06 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I would like to comment on the proposed demolition of the house at 901 Greenwood. I live two houses north of it.
This house has been vacant for many years. Last year I saw a coyote lying in the driveway. I called the village and
they investigated. The coyote wasn’t living there but there was a dead raccoon in the garage. The property is so
overgrown you can’t even see the house.
It’s disconcerting to have a house lie empty for so long.
In other words, this house needs to be demolished and replaced with a new house and live-in neighbors.
Thank you.
Julie Stracks
913 Greenwood

Sent from my iPhone

ATTACHMENT E
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Page 1

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA 

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE: SEPTEMBER 29, 2022

SUBJECT: 525 ASH STREET - DEMOLITION PERMIT (CASE NO. 22-21-LPC)

INTRODUCTION
Meeting Date October 3, 2022
Commission Action Preliminary historic and architectural review to determine if 

a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary or 
if demolition may proceed without delay.

Property Address 525 Ash Street (See Attachment A – Aerial Map)
Property Owner John T. Thomas Trust and Ellen T. Thomas Trust
Application Submitted by Orchard Glen Homes, LLC – 1180 Oakley
Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet

Completed

Public Comments as of Date of Memo As of the date of this memo, staff has not received any 
written comment from the public regarding this application. 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Size 0.3 acres
Location North side of Ash Street between Poplar Street and Fairview 

Avenue
Improvements Single-family home with a detached garage
Zoning R-4 Single-Family Residential
Surrounding Zoning R-4 Single-Family Residential 

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History Study
See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Research

Constructed Undetermined from Community Development Department 
records, Winnetka Historical Society records indicate 
approximately 1893

Additional Construction Activity 1922 – Build one-story frame garage, 1930 – Build one-story 
open porch, 1965 – Remodel kitchen

Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing No
Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) WHS research indicates that the property does not have 

historical or architectural significance. See attached report 
from the WHS provided in Attachment C for details.
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NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
Other Permits for New Primary Structures on 
Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley)

None

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise 
impacts in the neighborhood.

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted

No plans or permit applications have been submitted.

MUNICIPAL CODE AMENDMENTS – DEMOLITION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

On March 16, 2021, the Village Council adopted Ordinance MC-2-2021 amending the Village Code to 
further encourage the preservation of significant buildings and structures. The Commission may now 
order the issuance of a demolition delay of a historic or architecturally significant structure for up to 
but not exceeding 270 days from the date the Commission determines that an applicant is required 
to submit an HAIS for the structure the applicant wishes to demolish.

Should the LPC request an HAIS for the subject property at the October 3rd Commission meeting, and 
after reviewing the HAIS at a future meeting the LPC determines the structure is significant and a 
delay should be issued, the Commission may at that time issue a demolition delay up to but not 
exceeding 270 days from October 3rd, 2022. 

COMMISSION REVIEW

The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact 
Study Required or (2) Building and/or Property is Not Historic or Architecturally Significant.

Historical Architectural Impact Study Required
The Commission finds that based upon (1) the preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the LPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.  The Commission reached its 
conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria: [The Commission must note 
which of the following criteria is met]

1. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit;

2. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 
of the Village Code;  (Subject Property is not a landmark)

3. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation; and  (Subject Property is not on the state survey)

4. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic places.  (Subject Property is not on National Register)

Building and/or Property Lacks Historic or Architectural Significance 
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village Code 
that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant a 
Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may proceed without 
delay. 
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ATTACHMENTS

Attachment A:  GIS Aerial Map
Attachment B:  Preliminary Property History Study
Attachment C:  Historical Society Research
Attachment D:  Application Materials
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Map Title

NotesPrint Date: 8/23/20220 100 200
ft

Disclaimer: The GIS Consortium and MGP Inc. are not liable for any use, misuse, modification or disclosure of any map provided under applicable law.  This map is for general information purposes only. Although the

information is believed to be generally accurate, errors may exist and the user should independently confirm for accuracy. The map does not constitute a regulatory determination and is not a base for engineering

design. A Registered Land Surveyor should be consulted to determine precise location boundaries on the ground.
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: AUGUST 23, 2022 

SUBJECT: CASE NO. 22-21: 525 ASH STREET 

INTRODUCTION 

On September 19, 2022, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish 
the residence at 525 Ash Street. Please return any available information regarding the architectural and 
historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the day on Thursday, September 8, 
2022. If you have any questions, please feel free to send an email to cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at 
(847) 716-3587.

PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

4-29-1922 One-story frame garage G.R. Work Not listed 
4-16-1930 Build one-story open porch H.M. Cooper Jr. Not listed 
10-25-1965 Remodel kitchen in a single family 

residence 
Richard Dennison Arne Foss 

ATTACHMENT B
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525 Ash – August, 2022 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH 

COVERSHEET 

Address: 525 Ash 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: c. 1893 

Construction type: Wood siding  

Style: Dutch Colonial  

OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 

OWNER 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Fannie (also 

spelled Fanny) 

and Mary 

Hewes 

By 19041 – at 

least 1912 

1904 directory, 1912 

directory, Winnetka Talk 

obituary   

Early long-term Winnetka 

residents.2 Mary was the 

librarian at the Winnetka Public 

Library for 36 years.  

George R. and 

Elise G. Work 

By 1922 – 

1929 

Building permit 

application, 1929 

directory, Winnetka Talk 

obituary   

H. M. Cooper

Jr.

1930 – 1931 Building permit 

application, 1931 

directory 

Reginald 

Dunhill 

1933 1933 directory3 

Matthew P. 

and Lora 

Gaffney 

1937 – 1954 1937 directory, 1954 

directory, Winnetka Talk 

obituary     

Matthew was the superintendent 

of New Trier High School for 

over 20 years and a former 

director of the Hadley School 

for the Blind (now the Hadley 

Institute). 

William G. and 

Mary Gray 

1956 – 1964 1956 directory, 1964 

directory, Winnetka Talk 

obituary   

William was an engineer for the 

Stanray Corporation in Chicago. 

Richard and 

Kathy 

Dennison 

1965 – 1974 Building permit 

application 

1 In the 1900 census, Fannie (also spelled Fanny) and Mary Hewes are listed as dependents living with their aunt and 

uncle. Thus, it is unlikely that they are the original occupants at 525 Ash.  
2 Mary Hewes is identified as one of the students in an image of Academy Hall’s elementary school in the 1890s. 

Thus, we know that the Hewes family lived in Winnetka by then.  
3 Listed as vacant in the 1935 directory.  

ATTACHMENT C
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John and Ellen 

Thomas 

1974 – 2022 Winnetka Architectural 

Survey, Cook County 

Assessor records, Chicago 

Tribune obituary 

John was a New Trier Township 

Trustee and was active in 

several local organizations.  

ARCHITECTS:  

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND 

DESCRIPTION OF 

PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Arne Foss 1965 – remodel kitchen in a 

single-family residence.  

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Cook County Assessor records, Cook County 

Recorder records, historic phone books, WHS property files, WHS digital files, Ancestry.com, 

Chicago Tribune 

Findings: 

Our research does not indicate that this property maintains architectural or historical 

significance. While it is an attractive older house that has been home to several Winnetkans 

(most notably educator Matthew P. Gaffney), we did not find any information that warrants 

further research. In addition, while we were able to find several possible original owners, we 

were not able to determine the original owner with certainty.4 Additionally, we were not able to 

determine the name of the original architect.  

Date of Research: 9/7/2022 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society 

4 Possible original owners include George N. Brown, Pauline Kelley, May (first name unknown), and Wright (first 

name unknown). See the 1900 Winnetka directory and 1890s ownership map and key created by Sam Otis.  
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1900 directory  

 

1904 directory  

 

 

1912 directory  

 

 

1929 directory  
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1931 directory  

 

 

1933 directory  

 

 

1935 directory  

 

 

1937 directory  
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1954 directory  

 

1956 directory  

 

 

1964 directory  

 

 

1896 map of existing structures 
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1890s ownership map 
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Winnetka Talk, April 5, 1962 
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Winnetka Talk, January 24, 1963 
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Winnetka Talk, June 6, 1963 
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Winnetka Talk, November 21, 1935 
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Property Details

05-21-125-007-0000
525 ASH ST ● WINNETKA, IL ● New Tier

Tax Details
PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION 206

SQUARE FOOTAGE (LAND) 13,651

NEIGHBORHOOD 22

TAXCODE 23008

NEXT SCHEDULED
REASSESSMENT

2022

Assessed Valuation
2020 Assessor Certified values include adjustments, where applicable, for COVID-19 effects on property.

2022 Assessor Valuation
2021
Board of Review Certified

TOTAL ESTIMATED MARKET
VALUE

$920,000 $817,100

TOTAL ASSESSED VALUE $92,000 $81,710

LAND ASSESSED VALUE $45,048 $30,715

BUILDING ASSESSED VALUE $46,952 $50,995

 “Property Location” is not a legal/postal mailing address. Its sole purpose is to help our Office locate the property. Therefore, you should not utilize the

property location for any purpose, however, you may update the Property Location with your Legal/Postal Mailing Address should you choose to do so.

Updating the address will not change the Property Location to a Legal/Postal Mailing Address.

 Information may be available by submitting an FOIA Request

*

**

Exemption Status
2021 Homeowner |
Yes

Senior Citizen |
Yes

Senior Freeze |
N/A

Dis. Person Exemption |
N/A

Dis. Veteran Exemption |
N/A

2020 Homeowner |
$792.30

Senior Citizen |
$633.84

Senior Freeze |
N/A

Dis. Person Exemption |
Check Here (https://www.cookcountypropertyinfo.com/)

Dis. Veteran Exemption |
Check Here (https://www.cookcountypropertyinfo.com/)

2019 Homeowner |
$799.70

Senior Citizen |
$639.76 Page 125 of 245
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Senior Freeze |
N/A

Dis. Person Exemption |
Check Here (https://www.cookcountypropertyinfo.com/)

Dis. Veteran Exemption |
Check Here (https://www.cookcountypropertyinfo.com/)

2018 Homeowner |
$824.00

Senior Citizen |
$659.20

Senior Freeze |
N/A

Dis. Person Exemption |
Check Here (https://www.cookcountypropertyinfo.com/)

Dis. Veteran Exemption |
Check Here (https://www.cookcountypropertyinfo.com/)

Exemption History
2019 Homeowner, and Senior Citizen exemption was applied to the property this year.

2018 Homeowner, and Senior Citizen exemption was applied to the property this year.

2017 Homeowner, and Senior Citizen exemption was applied to the property this year.

2016 Homeowner, and Senior Citizen exemption was applied to the property this year.

Characteristics
DESCRIPTION Two or more story residence, over 62 years, 2,201 to 4,999 sq.ft.

RESIDENCE TYPE Two Story

USE Single Family

APARTMENTS None

EXTERIOR CONSTRUCTION Frame

FULL BATHS 2

HALF BATHS 1

BASEMENT Full and Rec Room

ATTIC Full and Apartment

CENTRAL AIR No

NUMBER OF FIREPLACES 1

GARAGE SIZE/TYPE 2 Car

AGE 127

BUILDING SQUARE FOOTAGE 2,490

ASSESSMENT PHASE Assessor Valuation

 Excluded from building square footage, except apartment

 Excluded from building square footage

 “Property Location” is not a legal/postal mailing address. Its sole purpose is to help our Office locate the property. Therefore, you should not utilize the

property location for any purpose, however, you may update the Property Location with your Legal/Postal Mailing Address should you choose to do so.

Updating the address will not change the Property Location to a Legal/Postal Mailing Address.

 Information may be available by submitting an FOIA Request

1

2

1

2

*

**
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Year Previous

Board

Certified

Assessor

Post-

Appeal

Valuation

Assessor

Valuation

Appeal

Number

Attorney/Tax

Representative

Applicant Status Result

2019 $83,889

(2018)

$103,661 $103,661 29303 JOHN T

THOMAS

JOHN T

THOMAS

Appeal

Review

Complete

Assessed

Value Not

Adjusted -

The result

of a market

analysis of

your

property as

well as an

analysis of

comparable

properties.

2016 $87,470

(2015)

$90,853 $95,552 16246 JOHN T

THOMAS

RICHARD

SHAPIRO

Appeal

Review

Complete

Assessed

Value

Adjusted -

This is the

result of an

analysis of

comparable

properties.

1

Appeal History

reCAPTCHA
I'm not a robot

Privacy  - Terms

Don’t know your PIN? Search by address here (/address-search).

Enter 14 digit PIN

SEARCH
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Death Notice: JOHN THIEME THOMAS [Corrected
12/15/2021]  
Publication info: Chicago Tribune ; Chicago, Ill. [Chicago, Ill]. 12 Dec 2021: 28.
 

ProQuest document link
 

  
 
FULL TEXT 
John Thieme Thomas, 86, beloved husband and best friend for 63 years of Ellen Thomas; devoted father to

Johnson (Becky) Thomas and Evan (Maria) Thomas; proud grandfather of Jay and William Thomas, R.J., Beatriz,

Julia Thomas and Grace (Thomas) Velazquez; adored great grandfather of Vincent and Tony Thomas, Giovanni

and Sophia Velazquez; Trinity Thomas, loving son of John Shepard Thomas and Florence Leone Thieme Thomas;

caring brother of Ann Thomas Woodruff (James) and a dear friend and mentor to many. 

John was very active in the Winnetka Park District, Girl Scouts, United Way, Winnetka Youth Organization (WYO),

Rotary and volunteered or served on many other committees. 

He was currently a New Trier Township Trustee. 

In 2016 he was the Winnetka Man of the Year. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Winnetka-Northfield Rotary Club Foundation, the

Winnetka Youth Organization (both at 620 Lincoln St. Winnetka, 60093), or the New Trier Township Food Pantry (

739 Elm St., Winnetka). Family will gather for visitation from 4 - 7 on Saturday, January 8th and there will be a

memorial service at 2pm Sunday, January 9th. 

For information: Contact Wm. H Scott Funeral Home, 1100 Greenleaf Ave., Wilmette, IL 60091. 

Phone number: 847-251-8200. 

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries 

*** 

This is a paid death notice. 
 
 
DETAILS
 

Subject: Youth organizations

Identifier / keyword: Death Notice
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Page 1

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA 

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE: SEPTEMBER 29, 2022

SUBJECT: 604 WILLOW ROAD - DEMOLITION PERMIT (CASE NO. 22-25-LPC)

INTRODUCTION
Meeting Date October 3, 2022
Commission Action Preliminary historic and architectural review to determine if 

a Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) is necessary or 
if demolition may proceed without delay.

Property Address 604 Willow Road (See Attachment A – Aerial Map)
Property Owner Albert F. Wilson Trust
Application Submitted by Orchard Glen Homes LLC, represented by Tom Corbett
Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet

Completed

Public Comments as of Date of Memo As of the date of this memo, staff has not received any 
written comment from the public regarding this application. 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Size 0.19 acres
Location South side of Willow Road between Cedar and Walnut Streets 
Improvements Single-family home with a detached garage
Zoning R-5 Single-Family Residential
Surrounding Zoning R-5 Single-Family Residential 

PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment B, Preliminary Property History Study
See Attachment C, Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Research

Constructed 1921
Additional Construction Activity 1923 - Build one-car garage
Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing No
Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) WHS research indicates that the property maintains 

architectural significance as a characteristic bungalow 
designed by prolific North Shore architect Lyman J. Allison. 
See attached report from the WHS provided in Attachment C 
for details.
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NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
Other Permits for New Primary Structures on 
Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley)

None

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise 
impacts in the neighborhood.

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted

As of the date of this memo, no plans or permit applications 
have been submitted.

MUNICIPAL CODE AMENDMENTS – DEMOLITION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

On March 16, 2021, the Village Council adopted Ordinance MC-2-2021 amending the Village Code to 
further encourage the preservation of significant buildings and structures. The Commission may now 
order the issuance of a demolition delay of a historic or architecturally significant structure for up to 
but not exceeding 270 days from the date the Commission determines that an applicant is required 
to submit an HAIS for the structure the applicant wishes to demolish.

Should the LPC request an HAIS for the subject property at the October 3 Commission meeting, and 
after reviewing the HAIS at a future meeting the LPC determines the structure is significant and a 
delay should be issued, the Commission may at that time issue a demolition delay up to but not 
exceeding 270 days from October 3, 2022. 

COMMISSION REVIEW

The Commission may consider one of the following two motions (1) Historical Architectural Impact 
Study Required or (2) Building and/or Property is Not Historic or Architecturally Significant.

Historical Architectural Impact Study Required
The Commission finds that based upon (1) the preliminary property history study, (2) the 
Winnetka Historical Society comments, and (3) other information, comments, or evidence 
received by the LPC during its preliminary review that the building and/or property is of 
sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant conducting a Historical Architectural 
Impact Study (HAIS) prior to issuance of the demolition permit.  The Commission reached its 
conclusion based upon the property meeting the following criteria: [The Commission must note 
which of the following criteria is met]

1. The property or structures have sufficient architectural or historical merit to warrant 
a full HAIS prior to issuance of a demolition permit;

2. The property or structures have been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 
of the Village Code;  (Subject Property is not a landmark)

3. The property or structures have been included in the most recent Illinois Historic 
Structure Survey conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation; and  (Subject Property is not on the state survey)

4. The property or structures have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
or the Illinois Register of Historic places.  (Subject Property is not on National Register)

Building and/or Property Lacks Historic or Architectural Significance 
The Commission has determined that in accordance with Section 15.52.040 of the Village Code 
that the building and/or property is not of sufficient historic or architectural merit to warrant a 
Historical Architectural Impact Study, and the demolition of the structure may proceed without 
delay. 
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ATTACHMENTS

Attachment A:  GIS Aerial Map
Attachment B:  Preliminary Property History Study
Attachment C:  Historical Society Research
Attachment D:  Application Materials
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Disclaimer: The GIS Consortium and MGP Inc. are not liable for any use, misuse, modification or disclosure of any map provided under applicable law.  This map is for general information purposes only. Although the

information is believed to be generally accurate, errors may exist and the user should independently confirm for accuracy. The map does not constitute a regulatory determination and is not a base for engineering

design. A Registered Land Surveyor should be consulted to determine precise location boundaries on the ground.
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

Page 1 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: SEPTEMBER 12, 2022 

SUBJECT: CASE NO. 22-25: 604 WILLOW ROAD 

INTRODUCTION 

On October 3, 2022, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish the 
residence at 604 Willow Road. Please return any available information regarding the architectural and 
historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the day on Tuesday, September 27, 
2022. If you have any questions, please feel free to send an email to cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at 
(847) 716-3587.

PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

6-7-1921 Build a one-story brick residence John P. Leonard L.J. Allison
4-21-1923 Build one-car garage John P. Leonard Not listed 

ATTACHMENT B
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Photos – August, 2022 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH 

COVERSHEET 

Address: 604 Willow 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1921 

Construction type: Brick 

Style: Bungalow 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 

OWNER NAME DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

John P. and Louise 

Leonard 

1921 – at least 

1937 

Building permit application, 

1937 directory   

Hill (Hilly) Eddlestein By 1939 – at 

least 1944 

1939 directory, 1944 directory 

E. A. Fetherston By 1954 – at 

least 1956 

1954 directory, 1956 directory 

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn 

Lester Monteau (also 

spelled Monteaux) 

By 1958 – 1963 Real estate listing, 1958 

directory   

Albert F. and Margaret 

A. Wilson

1964 – 2022 1964 directory, Cook County 

Recorder records, 2013 

directory  

ARCHITECTS:  

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND 

DESCRIPTION OF 

PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

Lyman J. Allison 1921 – build a one-story brick 

residence  

Excerpt on “Lyman J. 

Allison” from the National 

Register of Historic Places 

nomination for the Sauganash 

Historic District.1 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Cook County Assessor records, Cook County 

Recorder records, historic phone books, WHS property files, WHS digital files, Ancestry.com, 

Chicago Tribune 

1 See the National Register of Historic Places nominations for the Rogers Park Manor District and the Falconer 

Bungalow Historic District for more information on the contributing structures designed by Allison in these historic 

districts.  

ATTACHMENT C 
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Findings: 

 

Our research indicates that this property maintains architectural significance as a characteristic 

bungalow designed by prolific North Shore architect Lyman J. Allison. Allison designed 

hundreds of bungalows in the greater Chicagoland area, including several that are contributing 

structures in the Sauganash Historic District, the Rogers Park Manor District, and the Falconer 

Bungalow Historic District. He also designed notable catalog home designs, including the 

“Monticello” from the Standard Homes Catalog.2  

 

In Winnetka, Allison designed several homes, including 1034 Cherry, 1062 Cherry, 1076 

Cherry, 571 Hill Terrace, 542 Meadow, 384 Provident (demolished), 959 Spruce, and 557 

Winnetka. While most still stand, 604 Willow is likely the only quintessential bungalow 

designed by Allison that remains. 

   

 

Date of Research: 9/26/2022 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  

                                                 
2 See the following website for more about this design: http://www.sears-homes.com/2013/05/the-monticello-from-

standard-homes.html. 
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https://www.livingplaces.com/people/lyman-j-allison.html 

Lyman J. Allison 
Lyman J. Allison, Architect, [1862-1945] 

Lyman J. Allison [†] was a very prolific architect throughout 

the Chicago area. Born in 1862 in Wisconsin, Allison moved to Chicago 
around 1892, perhaps lured by the promise of the World's Columbian 
Exposition. He established an office at 115 S. Dearborn in downtown 
Chicago and lived on south side of the city with his wife and children. In the 
first three decades of the 20th century, Allison made a name for himself 
designing affordable homes to meet the needs of homeowners and 
developers throughout the Chicago area. Like most early 20th century 
residential architects, Allison designed homes in a variety of historic revival 
styles, but he seemed to specialize in bungalows. He designed homes for 
individuals as well as developers, sometimes even designing groups of 
homes on a single street. He designed hundreds of homes in Chicago, from 
South Side neighborhoods like Austin and Beverly to North Side 
neighborhoods like Norwood Park and Logan Square. Many of Allison's 
homes can be found in National Register historic districts, including the 
Rogers Park Manor historic district, the Falconer historic district, adjacent to 
Koester and Zander's Section Line subdivision. Allison also designed homes 
in many Chicago suburbs, including over 100 in Oak Park and ten 
in Winnetka. In Sauganash, Allison designed 14 homes between 1924 and 
1928; five of these homes are bungalows and six are Tudor Revival. Allison 
died in Chicago in 1945. 

† Katie Macica and Stella Ress, Loyola University Chicago, Sauganash 

Historic District, Cook County, IL, nomination document, 2010, National Park 
Service, National Register of Historic Places, Washington, D.C. 
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1937 directory  

 

 

1939 directory  

 

 

1944 directory  

 

 

1954 directory  

 

 

1956 directory  
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1958 directory 

 

 

1964 directory  

 

 

2013 directory  
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Cook County Recorder  
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Page 1

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA 

TO: LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION

FROM: CHRISTOPHER, MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

DATE: SEPTEMBER 29, 2022

SUBJECT: 205 CHESTNUT STREET - HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL 
IMPACT STUDY (CASE NO. 22-15-LPC)

INTRODUCTION
Meeting Date October 3, 2022
Commission Action Determine (1) whether the HAIS is complete; (2) whether 

the proposed demolition will have a significant negative 
architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a 
whole or on the immediate neighborhood; and (3) whether 
demolition should be delayed in order to explore 
alternatives to total demolition.

Preliminary Historical and Architectural 
Review

July 18, 2022, by a vote of 6-0, required submittal of an HAIS.

Property Address 205 Chestnut Street (See Attachment C – Aerial Map)
Property Owner Ellin M. Wineberg
Application Submitted by Newgard Custom Homes, represented by Steve Aisen on 

behalf of property owner
Mail Notice Sent to Property Owners within 
250 feet

Completed

Newspaper Notice The meeting was properly noticed in the Winnetka Talk on 
September 1, 2022. 

Public Comments as of Date of Memo As of the date of this memo, staff has received one written 
comment from the public regarding this application. (See 
Attachment H – Public Correspondence) 

Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Comments on HAIS

WHS finds the HAIS complete and agrees with the assessment 
that the property at 205 Chestnut Street is historically 
significant on a local level.  Also, while noteworthy as a 
design by E. Norman Bridges, the home is in a deteriorated 
condition and thus not a good representation of his work. 
(Attachment B).

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Size 0.43 acres
Location East side of Chestnut Street between Alles and Sunset Roads
Improvements Single-family home with attached garage
Zoning R-3 Single-Family Residential
Surrounding Zoning Surrounded by R-3 Single-Family Residential 
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PROPERTY HISTORY See Attachment D, Preliminary Property History Study
See Attachment E, Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) 
Research

Constructed 1921 – Two-story residence with attached garage
Additional Construction Activity 1922 - Construct a one-story two-car garage
Illinois Historic Structure Survey Listing No
Winnetka Historical Society (WHS) WHS research indicates that the property has both historical 

and architectural significance. See attached report from the 
WHS provided in Attachment E for details.

Property Maintenance Complaint- Unsafe 
Structure 

The Village has an unsafe structure property maintenance 
complaint on the site.  See Attachment E, Violation Notice.  
Given the current property maintenance issues for this 
property, staff would like to emphasize to the LPC that 
documentation now exists to memorialize the local historic 
significance of Heyliger DeWindt, who once resided at 205 
Chestnut Street.

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
Other Permits for New Primary Structures on 
Same Block (either side of the right-of-way 
block face and/or along the alley)

None

Director’s 60-Day Delay Due to Construction 
Activity

Delay is not necessary to prevent undue congestion and noise 
impacts in the neighborhood.

New Construction or Site Restoration Plans 
Submitted

No plans or permit applications have been submitted.

MUNICIPAL CODE AMENDMENTS – DEMOLITION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

On March 16, 2021, the Village Council adopted Ordinance MC-2-2021 amending the Village Code to 
further encourage the preservation of significant buildings and structures. The Commission may now 
order the issuance of a demolition delay of a historic or architecturally significant structure for up to 
but not exceeding 270 days from the date the Commission determines that an applicant is required 
to submit an HAIS for the structure the applicant wishes to demolish.

If after reviewing the HAIS the LPC determines the home is significant and a delay should be issued, 
at that time the Commission may issue a demolition delay up to but not exceeding 270 days from 
July 18, 2022. 

COMMISSION REVIEW

In making its determination regarding the historical and architectural impact of the subject property, 
the Landmark Preservation Commission shall consider the following:

a. the historic and architectural impact study prepared pursuant to the foregoing Section 
15.52.050;

b. the preliminary property history study prepared pursuant to Section 15.52.040;
c. comments of the Winnetka Historical Society on the application and study; and
d. any other information, comment or evidence received by the Commission at the impact 

determination meeting or at the preliminary review meeting.
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Prior to making a determination, the Commission must first determine if it finds the Historical 
Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) complete. If the LPC determines that the HAIS filed by the 
Applicant is incomplete or otherwise insufficient to enable the LPC to make a determination as to the 
impact of the proposed demolition, the LPC may direct the Applicant to complete, amend or 
supplement the report and may continue the impact determination meeting pending the Applicant’s 
filing of a complete application.

If the Commission does find the HAIS complete, a Commission member may make one of the two 
following motions (a) the Building and/or Property Lacks Sufficient Historic or Architectural 
Significance or (b) Delay of Demolition:

Building and/or Property Lacks Sufficient Historic or Architectural Significance

The Commission finds that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 205 Chestnut 
Street prepared by Guarino Historic Resources Documentation is complete and that the 
proposed demolition will not have a significant negative architectural or historical impact on 
either the Village as a whole or on the immediate neighborhood.  Based upon these findings, 
the demolition may proceed without a delay.

Delay of Demolition 

The Commission finds that the Historical Architectural Impact Study (HAIS) for 205 Chestnut 
Street prepared by Guarino Historic Resources Documentation is complete and that the 
building or structure is considered to be historically or architecturally significant as it meets 
one or more of the following standards [Commission member should note which of the 
following standards should be included in the motion]:

(1) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design without regard to the time 
built or historic associations;

(2) the structure exhibits a high quality of architectural design that is not the result of a 
change or a series of changes in the original structure; 

(3) the structure exemplifies an architectural style, construction technique or building type 
once common in the Village;

(4) the structure exhibits an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or construction 
technique that contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as an accent or 
counterpart; or 

(5) that the property has been designated a landmark pursuant to Chapter 15.64 of the 
Village Code, has been included in the most recent Illinois Historic Structure Survey 
conducted under the auspices of the Illinois Department of Conservation, or has been 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the Illinois Register of Historic Places  
(Subject Property is not a local landmark, on the National Register, or listed on the State 
survey)

The Commission also finds that the proposed demolition will have a significant negative 
architectural or historical impact on either the Village as a whole or on the immediate 
neighborhood due to the following architecturally or historically significant aspects of the 
structure:

1. [Commission member to fill in] 
2.  __________________________________________________________________-

Preservation alternatives to the demolition of the structure include:

Page 159 of 245



1. [Commission member to fill in].

Based upon these findings, the demolition must be delayed for a period of up to 270 days 
from July 18, 2022, in order to explore alternatives to total demolition.  Demolition of the 
structure may not occur prior to April 14, 2023.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment A:  HAIS prepared by Guarino Historic Resources Documentation
Attachment B:  Historical Society HAIS Comments
Attachment C:  GIS Aerial Map
Attachment D:  Preliminary Property History Study
Attachment E:  Historical Society Research
Attachment F:  Application Materials
Attachment G:  February 2022 Village Code Violation Notice 
Attachment H:  Public Correspondence
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HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT STUDY (HAIS): 

THE MILTON J. AND CORA BLAIR HOUSE 

205 CHESTNUT STREET 

WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 

Built 1921; Architect E. Norman Brydges 

HAIS PREPARED BY: 

Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D. 

Guarino Historic Resources Documentation 

Oak Park, IL  60304 

708.386.1142 

guarinojl@gmail.com | jeanguarino.com 

Submitted to the Village of Winnetka on August 15, 2022 

ATTACHMENT A 
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Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the Blair House, 205 Chestnut St., Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 

Submitted August 15, 2022     2 

Synopsis of Findings of Significance 

 

The Blair House at 205 Chestnut Street possesses historic significance at a local level due to its  

nearly 20-year association with Heyliger DeWindt (1858-1941), a Winnetka resident for nearly 

50 years and a prominent citizen in the Village. He served, at various times, as a Village Trustee, 

a founder and president of the Winnetka Park District, a director of the Winnetka Public Library, 

and he helped secure subscriptions for the erection of the World War One Memorial. DeWindt 

Road in the Daughaday Acres Subdivision is named after him. It was determined that the house 

does not have historic significance at a statewide or national level.  No information was found 

relating the house to an historic event.   

 

The Blair House was designed E. (Ephraim) Norman Brydges (1883-1956), a versatile Chicago-

area architect in the early twentieth century who received many commissions for single-family 

houses, apartment buildings, schools, and churches. However, this house is not a good 

representative example of Brydges’ work, and it exists in a deteriorated condition. More 

distinctive, and intact, examples of Brydges’ residential designs include the house at 520 Ash 

Street in Winnetka, the Arthur Cutten house in Downers Grove, and other houses in Elmhurst 

and Oak Park. Moreover, the house has an eclectic character and is not a prototypical or a 

representative example of a style in the Village. The exterior does not feature high quality 

craftsmanship, nor does it include distinctive elements or decorative detailing. The interior of the 

house was inaccessible for review, as it has been deemed unsafe by the Village of Winnetka. For 

these reasons, it was determined that the Blair House lacks architectural significance at a local, 

statewide, or a national level.  

 

 

Ownership history of the house at 205 Chestnut Street  

 

Property Owner Name Period of Ownership 

Milton J. and Cora Blair 1921-1924 

Heyliger A. and Alice DeWindt 1924-1943 

John and Mildred McGregor 1943-1957 

W. Alvin and Mary Wineberg 1957-2009 

Ellin Wineberg 2009-2022 

 

The chain of ownership was ascertained by reviewing a range of sources, including building 

permits, contemporary newspaper articles, phone directories, real estate listings, and 

documentation in the building file for 205 Chestnut Street at the Winnetka Village Hall. 

Biographical information on the historic (pre-1971) owners of this property is shown below.  
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Milton J. and Cora Blair 

 

The house at 205 Chestnut Street was built in 1921 for the family of Milton J. Blair (1887-1952), 

who was born in Chicago, the son of Charles J. and Nellie R. Blair. The Blair family lived in 

residences at 2431 Lakewood Avenue and at 5344 Lakewood Avenue in Chicago in 1900 and 

1910, respectively.1  

 

Milton Blair spent his career as an advertising executive, according to the U.S. Census for 

varying decades. One brief article in a Chicago Tribune on a speech given by Blair in 1935 to the 

Chicago Purchasing Agents on the importance of advertising, identified him as vice president of 

the J. Walter Thompson Company, which was a prominent advertising agency with offices in 

New York, Chicago, in London at that time.2 No information was found regarding when Blair 

joined this company.   

 

Milton Blair married Cora Schneider (b. 1888), a Milwaukee native, on May 25, 1912, in 

Walworth County, Wisconsin.3 The couple had four children: Jane (b. 1913), Charles (b. 1914), 

Frederick (b. 1917), and John (b. 1919).4 Blair’s World War I draft registration card, dated June 

1, 1917, shows that the young family lived in a house at 1692 Ashland Avenue in St. Paul 

Minnesota, where he was employed as an “advertising manager,” working at the Commerce 

Building.5  

 

Milton Blair moved his family to a house at 964 Tower Road (then called North Avenue) in 

Winnetka by 1920, according to the U.S. Census for that year, which identified his occupation as 

“solicitor” at “advertising agency.” In 1921, Milton Blair hired architect E. Norman Brydges to 

design a two-story house with attached garage at 205 Chestnut Street in Winnetka, according to 

the building permit attached to this report. The 11-room residence was built at a cost of $20,000 

and located on a spacious lot measuring 100’-0” by 186’-0”. 

 

The Blair family lived in the house at 205 Chestnut Street for only three years, as evidenced by a 

1924 notice in the Chicago Tribune, which stated: “Mr. and Mrs. Milton J. Blair and Mr. Blair’s 

farther, Charles J. Blair, have moved from Winnetka to Geneva, Ill., the Blair residence having 

been purchased by Heyliger A. DeWindt.”6   

 

The U.S. Census for 1930 shows that Milton and Cora Blair then resided with their four children, 

ages 10 to 16, Milton’s father, and a servant, in a house in Geneva, Illinois, that was valued at 

$40,000. Blair’s occupation was identified as “Vice President at Advertising Agency.”   

 

The Blair family traveled extensively overseas during the 1920s and 1930s, as evidenced by the 

couple’s 1924 passport applications, notices in the society pages of the Chicago Tribune for 

varying years, and ship manifests found in Ancestry.com. One such notice from 1936 stated: 

 
1 U.S. Census for 1900 and 1910.  
2  “Value of Newspaper Advertisements is Explained by Blair,” Chicago Tribune (November 21, 1935).  
3  Ancestry.com. Wisconsin, U.S., County Marriage Records, 1774-1993.  
4  U.S. Passport Application for Cora S. Blair, issued August 26, 1924.  
5  World War I Draft Registration Card for Milton J. Blair, dated June 1, 1917. 
6  “Personals,” Chicago Tribune (June 15, 1924). 
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Mrs. Milton J. Blair, Miss Jane Blair, and the three Blair boys are spending a fortnight in 

Edgartown, Mass., after a long and exciting trip abroad. Charles Blair and Frederick 

Roberts Blair will go to Yale this fall, and John Blair will return to the Kent school for 

his senior year. Miss Blair will return to Chicago with her mother on October 1, when 

they will move back into their Geneva house which had been rented for the summer. Miss 

Blair is planning to begin a business career this fall.7  

 

Milton and Cora Blair moved to New York City by 1940, according to the U.S. Census for that 

year. A 1943 city directory shows that they resided in a building at 247 Park Avenue Plaza in 

Manhattan. Milton Blair died in 1952 at the age of 64. The only obituary found, which was 

published in various newspapers, was extremely brief and provided no information about his life 

or survivors. It simply stated: “Milton J. Blair, 64, who spent 35 years in advertising business, 

died Tuesday at home of his son in Edgartown, Martha’s Vineyard, Mass.”8 

 

Heyliger A. DeWindt 

 

Heyliger A. DeWindt (1858-1941), a Winnetka resident for nearly 50 years and prominent in 

many village affairs, was born in Fishkill-on-Hudson, New York on February 17, 1858, the son 

of Arthur and Georgiana DeWindt. He was a lineal descendant of John Adams, second President 

of the United States. DeWindt was a student at Adams Academy in Quincy, Massachusetts from 

1873-77, and then attended Harvard University, where he played on the first football team to 

engage in intercollegiate competition.9  

 

DeWindt came to Chicago in July 1881, immediately after graduating from Harvard with a B.A., 

and engaged in the wholesale shoe business with C.H. Fargo & Company, where he remained for 

ten years. In 1893, he formed, with J.P. Sidwell, the Sidwell-DeWindt Shoe Company, which 

was located at 222 W. Monroe Street in Chicago. He served as president and treasurer of this 

company until his retirement in 1923 at the age of 65.10  

 

Heyliger DeWindt married Bertha W. Mandell (1868-1907) of New Bedford, Massachusetts on 

September 10, 1889. The couple had four children:  Heyliger (b. 1891), Delano (b. 1893), 

Caroline (b. 1901), and Alice (b. 1903). The DeWindt family lived in Chicago before relocating 

to Winnetka in 1893 where they lived in a Colonial Revival style mansion at 593 Sheridan Road 

(razed) with several servants, a coachman, and a housekeeper.11  

 

Heyliger DeWindt was a prominent civic leader in Winnetka in the early twentieth century. He 

was a Village Trustee in 1899-1900 and, in 1904, helped to establish the Winnetka Park District. 

He was a member of the first Park Board, serving as its first president. For many years, he was 

 
7  “Milton Blair Family Stopping in East,” Chicago Tribune (September 10, 1936).  
8  “Blair, Advertising Man, Dies,” Des Moines Tribune (August 13), 1952.  
9  “Heyliger A. DeWindt,” Winnetka Talk (November 20, 1941).  
10  A.N. Marquis, The Book of Chicagoans (Chicago: The A.N. Marquis Company, 1905) 48; A.N. Marquis, 

The Book of Chicagoans (Chicago: The A.N. Marquis Company, 1917) 185; A.N. Marquis, The Book of Chicagoans 

(Chicago: The A.N. Marquis Company, 1926) 239. 
11  Ibid; U.S. Census for 1910 and 1920.  
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treasurer of the July Fourth celebration committee and later was a member of the committee that 

secured subscriptions for the erection of the World War One Memorial.12 He was also a director 

of the Winnetka Public library from 1927 to 1930. He was a lifelong friend of developer Colton 

Daughaday, who named DeWindt Road in his Daughaday Acres Subdivision after him.13  

 

In other activities, DeWindt was an incorporator and the first secretary of the University Club of 

Chicago in 1887 and remained a member continuously until his death.14  He also belonged, at 

various times, to the Chicago, Harvard, and Caxon Clubs, the Skokie Country Club, and to the 

nearby Indian Hill County Club.15  

 

A member of the Winnetka Congregational Church, DeWindt was the donor of the stained-glass 

window in the chancel of the church (now the Children’s Chapel), which was a memorial to his 

first wife, Bertha Mandell De Windt, who died on July 27, 1907, when the couple’s children 

ranged in age from four to sixteen.16  DeWindt married his second wife, Alice Greene Arnold 

(1871-1944), of Cambridge, Massachusetts, on March 16, 1912. Alice DeWindt herself was a 

well-known Winnetkan and served on many local boards, such as the Grove House and also the 

Board of Alumni Trustees of Radcliffe College.17  

 

Heyliger DeWindt sold his mansion at 593 Sheridan Road in 1924, following his retirement from 

the Sidwell-DeWindt Shoe Company. He purchased the house at 205 Chestnut Street in the same 

year, as announced in the Winnetka Talk:  

 
Heyliger A. DeWindt who recently sold his estate on the lake front in Winnetka, has 

purchased the Milton J. Blair brick residence at 205 Chestnut Street, Winnetka. The 

residence contains ten rooms and four baths and was built about two years ago. The 

consideration was $50,000. Frederick B. Thomas and company represented both parties 

in the transaction.18  

 

A notice about DeWindt’s purchase of his new house was also published in the Chicago Tribune: 

 
Heyliger A. DeWindt, who recently sold his north shore residence, yesterday bought the 

eleven room brick house at 205 Chestnut street, Winnetka, lot 100x187, near the Indian 

Hill club, from Milton J. Blair for $50,000, according to Frederick B. Thomas & Co., 

who negotiated the sale.19 

 

In 1930, Heyliger and Alice DeWindt resided in the 205 Chestnut Street house with John Arnold, 

Alice’s father, and two servants.20 The couple continued to live in the house with two servants 

 
12  “Heyliger A. DeWindt,” Winnetka Talk (November 20, 1941). 
13  Malachi Flanagan, DeWindt Road: A Brief History. Second edition, privately published, 1994: 5, 13.  
14             “University Club Sees Slides of 50 Year History,” Chicago Tribune (February 12, 1937).  
15  “Heyliger A. DeWindt,” Winnetka Talk (November 20, 1941). 
16  “Memorial Window to be Unveiled in Winnetka Church Today,” Chicago Tribune (October 18, 1908).  
17  Flanagan, 14.  
18  “Heyliger DeWindt Buys Milton J. Blair Home,” Winnetka Talk (March 29, 1924). 
19  “Heyliger DeWindt Buys Milton J. Blair Residence,” Chicago Tribune (March 30, 1924).  
20  U.S. Census for 1930.  
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until Heyliger DeWindt’s death in November 1941 at the age of 84.21 Alice Green De Windt sold 

the house at 205 Chestnut in 1943.  She lived at 596 Maple Street in Winnetka when she died in 

1944.22   

 

John F. and Mildred McGregor 

 

John F. McGregor was born on December 4, 1896, in Springfield, Missouri, the son of Dr. John 

D. and Marguerite McGregor. By 1900, the McGregor family had moved to Chicago, where 

John lived with his parents, a younger sister, and grandparents in a two-flat building at 1139 

Garfield Boulevard.23 John F. McGregor’s father was a practicing doctor for 50 years and 

worked as a city physician under Mayor Carter H. Harrison.24 At the age of 22, McGregor lived 

at 7042 S. Halsted in Chicago and worked for the Chicago and Alton Railroad at 401 W. Van 

Buren Street.25  

 

John F. and Mildred McGregor were married at an unknown date between 1918 and 1920. The 

couple had two children:  John M. (b. 1920) and Elizabeth Jean (b. 1930). The young family 

lived in a house at 621 St. Louis Street in Springfield, Missouri, from at least 1920 to 1930, 

according to the U.S. Census for those years. In 1920, McGregor worked as a manager for an 

import company, while in 1930 he worked as a manager for a motor company. The McGregor 

family moved to a house at 199 Forest Street in Wilmette by 1940, when John McGregor worked 

as an assistant manager at an insurance salvage company.26  

 

John and Mildred McGregor purchased the house at 205 Chestnut in 1943. The following year, 

their son, John M., was killed while flying a Marauder plan over Europe during World War II. 

He had flown in more than 50 combat missions prior to his death.27 On October 2, 1945, John 

McGregor obtained a permit to build a detached, two-car brick garage at the east end of his 

property, which was estimated to cost $1,500.  

 

John and Mildred McGregor lived in the house at 205 Chestnut Street with a 34-year-old maid 

named Arena Harrison in 1950. McGregor then worked as an appraiser for an underwriter’s 

salvage company.28 The McGregors sold their house at 205 Chestnut in 1956 and moved to Vero 

Beach, Florida where they lived in a modest Ranch house at 866 Sandfly Lane. John McGregor 

died in 1967 and Mildred McGregor died in 1972.29 

 

 

 

 
21  U.S. Census for 1940; “Heyliger A. DeWindt,” Winnetka Talk (November 20, 1941).  
22         “Mrs. Alice Greene DeWindt,” Chicago Tribune (May 17, 1944).  
23  U.S. Census for 1900.  
24  “Dr. John D. McGregor,” Chicago Tribune (August 6, 1942).  
25 Ancestry.com. World War I Draft Registration Card for John F. McGregor, dated June 5, 1918.  
26  U.S. Census for 1920, 1930, 1940.  
27  “Winnetka Pilot Dies Over Europe After Flying 50 Missions,” Chicago Tribune (October 4, 1944).  
28  U.S. Census for 1950.  
29  “John McGregor,” St. Lucie News Tribune (Fort Pierce, Florida) (September 5, 1967); “Obituary,” The 

Orlando Sentinel (August 5, 1972).  
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W. (William) Alvin and Mary Wineberg 

 

W. Alvin Wineberg (1910-2003) was born on July 22, 1910, the son of John and Helen 

(Rhoades) Wineberg, who were Russian immigrants. Alvin’s father, John Wineberg, was the 

president of the Consolidated Millinery Company, located at 32 S. Wabash Avenue in Chicago’s 

Loop. Alvin was raised in the Wineberg family home at 950 Maple Avenue in Evanston, where 

he lived with his parents, six siblings, and two live-in servants.30 He graduated from Stanford 

University in California, and later served as president of the Chicago Stanford Club.31  

 

Following his college graduation, the 22-year-old Alvin Wineberg married Mary C. Rochefort 

(1912-2008) in 1933.32 Mary was born in Lawrence, Massachusetts on April 28, 1912, the 

daughter of Walter T. and Maria (Carroll) Rochefort, who were Irish immigrants.33 Her father, 

Walter, was a Harvard-educated attorney and served as the Mayor of Lawrence from 1924 to 

1927.34  

 

Alvin and Mary Wineberg had four children: Walkin Jr. (b. 1937); Mary C. (b. 1945); Elizabeth 

R. (b. 1946); and Ellin M. (b. 1948).  The couple lived in San Francisco, California, prior to 

relocating to Evanston, where they lived in a house at 616 Michigan Avenue in 1940. In 1950, 

the Winebergs lived with their four young children in a house at 2205 Chestnut Avenue in 

Wilmette. Alvin worked as an executive for the Consolidated Millinery Company through at 

least the 1940s and early 1950s, which was then located at 18 S. Michigan Avenue.35 His father, 

John Wineberg, remained president of the company until his death in 1952, when he left an 

estate worth nearly $1.5 million to his wife and children.36  

 

The Winebergs purchased the house at 205 Chestnut Street in Winnetka in 1957 and remained 

there for the rest of their lives. Alvin died in 2005 at the age of 93 and Mary died in 2008 at the 

age of 95. 37 Their daughter, Ellin Wineberg, subsequently owned the house until 2022.  

 

 

 
 

 

 
30  U.S. Census for 1910, 1920, and 1930.  
31  Chicago Tribune (March 17, 1956).  
32  Ancestry.com. Massachusetts, U.S., Marriage Index, 1901-1955.  
33  Ancestry.com. Massachusetts, U.S., Boston Archdiocese Roman Catholic Sacramental Records, 1789-

1920; U.S. Census for 1910 and 1920.  
34          “Walter Rochefort Dead at Lawrence,” The Boston Globe (May 20, 1935).  
35  U.S. Census for 1940 and 1950; Ancestry.com. World War II Draft Registration Card for William Alvin 

Wineberg, dated October 16, 1940. 
36  “John Wineberg,” Chicago Tribune (June 9, 1952); “John Wineberg Leaves Estate Worth $1,395,425,” 

Chicago Tribune (October 17, 1953).  
37  “Wineberg, W. Alvin,” Chicago Tribune (September 11, 2003); “Wineberg, Mary C.,” Chicago Tribune 

(February 15, 2008).  
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W. Alvin Wineberg with his wife, Mary Wineberg (left). 

Source: Chicago Tribune, March 17, 1956. 
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Narrative Description of the Blair House 

 

Legal Description for 205 Chestnut Street: Lot 10 in Block 2 in Alles First Addition to 

Winnetka, a Subdivision of part of Section 20, Township 42 North, Range 13, East of the Third 

Principal Meridian, in the Village of Winnetka, Cook County, Illinois, as recorded in Book 57, 

Page 320. 

 

P.I.N.:  05-20-409-003-0000 

 

Construction Date:  1921 

    

The building permits for the house at 205 Chestnut Street found in the Village of Winnetka’s 

files are listed in the table below. Copies of these permits are at the end of this report. 

 

Permit Date Owner Action Architect 

6-24-1921 Milton J. Blair Build a two-story brick residence garage 

attached 

E. Norman Brydges 

10-22-1945 John McGregor Construct a 1-story, two-car garage Edgar S. Irwin 

 

 

House Description:    

The Blair House is located on a large rectangular parcel on the east side of Chestnut Street that 

measures 186 feet east-west and 100 feet north-south. The north-facing residence is set back 60 

feet from Chestnut Street and approached via a concrete driveway that extends alongside the 

north (front) side of the edifice. The house is minimally visible from the public right-of-way due 

to tall shrubbery and trees that extend across the property’s west periphery. It exists in 

deteriorated condition, is currently unoccupied, and has been deemed an unsafe structure by the 

Village of Winnetka.  

 

The two-story Blair House, built in 1921 and designed by E. Norman Brydges, has an L-shaped 

footprint that includes a main block; a two-story northwest wing that includes both living 

quarters and a two-car, one-story garage; and a one-story, flat-roof sunporch on the south side of 

the edifice. The main block has a hip roof covered with clay tiles, two brick chimneys with 

concrete coping, and a small hip dormer with louvers on its east facade. The northwest wing has 

a jerkinhead roof covered with clay tiles and a hip dormer on its west façade with a pair of 

windows. 

 

Walls of the house are solid brick painted white except for the second floor of the sleeping porch 

on the northwest wing, which has wood side walls. Large portions of the walls are visually 

obscured by extensive ivy as well as dense shrubbery alongside the east, west and south sides of 

the house. The east side of the house can be seen only from a distance due to a tall, chain-link 

fence that was likely installed to keep people from entering the attached garage, which is 

partially collapsed, lacks overhead doors, and is exposed to the elements.  
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The main entrance to the house, located on the north façade, features a flat-roofed wood entry 

porch with two square Doric columns and two Doric pilasters that flank a wood paneled door 

with a single pane of glass and a simple Classical surround. Above the entry porch is a shingle-

sided projection of the main wall plane with a pair of windows. Additional entrances are located 

on the south side of the main block and the west side of the sunporch. The former consists of a 

pair of glass doors and the former consists of a sliding glass door. The sleeping porch on the east 

side of the northwest wing has a multi-paned wood door that opens onto the roof of the attached 

garage. Additional entrances that may exist near the southeast side of the house are not visible 

due to extensive foliage and the presence of the property’s chain link fence.  

 

Fenestration throughout the house is primarily comprised of multi-paned wood casement 

windows arranged in pairs. Exceptions include the first floor of the main block which features 

one-over-one windows, which are likely non-original, and one six-over-one wood window. The 

south sun porch has a series of single-pane windows, and the sleeping porch on the east side of 

the northwest wing has a series of multi-pane wood windows that may be casements.   

 

The exterior of the house has retained its original brick cladding; front door and entry porch; and 

most of its original fenestration. Alterations include replacement windows on the first floor of 

the main block and the removal of wood shutters shown on the historic photograph that 

accompanied one of the house’s two real estate listings (attached). The attached garage has poor 

integrity as it has partially collapsed and no longer includes its overhead doors.  

 

Interior 

The interior of the house was not viewed during the site visit undertaken for this report as the 

edifice has been deemed an unsafe structure by the Village of Winnetka and its occupancy has 

been prohibited. No historic photographs of the interior or floor plans were found during the 

research phase of this project. However, two real estate listings were found, dated 1943 and 

1956, which are attached to the end of this report. They indicate that the house has the following 

spaces: living room, dining room, kitchen with breakfast room, family room, library, powder 

room, two maid’s rooms and bath (first floor); four bedrooms, three bathrooms, and sleeping 

porch (second floor); and an unfinished attic and basement. No permits were found indicating 

that interior alterations were undertaken.  

 

Garage 

A detached, two-car garage, built in 1945, is situated near the southeast corner of the property. Is 

has a brick walls; paired, multi-paned casement windows; an overhead wood paneled door; and 

decorative scrolled brackets on its north façade.  
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Architect E. Norman Brydges 

 

The Blair House at 205 Chestnut Street was designed by E. 

(Ephraim) Norman Brydges (1883-1956), a prominent and 

versatile Chicago-area architect in the early twentieth 

century who received many commissions for single-family 

houses, apartment buildings, schools, and churches. News 

items pertaining to his work were regularly published in 

Chicago’s popular press, including the Chicago Tribune, 

and several of his projects were featured in The Western 

Architect.  

 

E. Norman Brydges was born in 1883 in Detroit, 

Michigan, the son of Frederick and Matilda Brydges. As a 

teenager, he resided with his parents and four siblings in a 

house at 2117 Wilcox Avenue in Chicago (razed).38 He 

received an architecture degree from the Armour Institute 

(now Illinois Institute of Technology) in Chicago.39  

 

E. Norman Brydges married Florence Edwards (1883-1956) on September 26, 1906.40 In 1910 

the couple had a one-year-old son, Charles Russell, and resided with Florence’s family in a 

house at 3129 W. Monroe Street in Chicago. They eventually had three more children: Eileen (b. 

1911), Margorie (b. 1914), and Gertrude (b. 1920).41  

 

Brydges worked briefly with the Nimmons and Fellows architecture firm prior to establishing an 

independent practice in the mid- to late-1910s, when he maintained an office in Steinway Hall, 

on Van Buren Street near Michigan Avenue. In 1924 he moved his office to the Tacoma 

Building on LaSalle Street.42  

 

Brydges later worked out of his Tudor Revival style house at 257 St. Charles Road in Elmhurst, 

which he designed and had built in 1923. Plates and plans of this residence were included in the 

December 1923 issue of The Western Architect. Its living room featured a massive stone 

fireplace, a cathedral ceiling with wood beams featuring hand-stenciled designs painted on linen 

by Brydges and his three daughters, and leaded glass doors imported from Europe.43  He also 

 
38  U.S. Census for 1900.  
39  Paul Gapp, “Wright house not all her father built,” Chicago Tribune (March 2, 1976). 
40  Ancestry.com. Cook County, Illinois, U.S., Marriages Index, 1871-1920. 
41  U.S. Census for 1910 and 1920.  
42  Paul Gapp, “Wright house not all her father built,” Chicago Tribune (March 2, 1976); Chicago Tribune 

(March 30, 1924).  
43  Jacqueline Savaiano, “E. Norman Brydges: Architect’s style is like a ‘melting pot,” citation unknown; 

article posted on the website of the Elmhurst Public Library: https://elmhurstpubliclibrary.org/lib/wp-

content/uploads/BRYDGESNORMANEpoor.pdf 

Undated photograph of Architect E. Norman 

Brydges. Source: Ancestry.com. 
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designed two other Tudor Revival style houses on the same block: at 245 W. Charles Road 

(1921) and 255 W. St. Charles Road (1923).44   

 

Residential designs by Brydges included houses at 520 Ash Street (1922) and 530 Ash Street 

(1922; razed) in Winnetka; a Craftsman Bungalow at 145 E. Columbia Street in Elmhurst (1919; 

razed); a Dutch Colonial Revival style house at 945 Sheridan Road in Evanston (c. 1916); and 

the Balhatchet House at 244 East Avenue in Oak Park (1922).45  

 

His most prominent residential design was a country estate in DuPage County built in 1912 for 

millionaire stock and commodity trader Arthur Cutten, which was featured in the November 

1918 issue of The Western Architect. The commission included a coach house with three-car 

garage and a gate house, all atop a hill overlooking several hundred acres. The house was once 

thought to be the work of Frank Lloyd Wright, who drafted designs of a home for Cutten that 

were similar to the one built by Brydges. The property is now owned by the Forest Preserve 

District of DuPage County and part of its Hidden Lake Forest Preserve in Downers Grove.46  

 

Brydges was well-known for his ecclesiastical designs, which included the Episcopal Church of 

Our Savior and Parish House at 116 E. Church Street in Elmhurst (1915) and St. Matthews 

Episcopal Church at 2120 Lincoln Street in Evanston (1924). Plates of these two churches were 

featured in The Western Architect in April 1916 and December 1924, respectively. Other 

ecclesiastical designs by Brydges included Christ Episcopal Church and Parish House at 515 

Franklin Avenue in River Forest (1925) and Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church and 

Parish House at 715 S. 6th Avenue in Maywood (1927).47 

 

In Elmhurst, Brydges designed Lincoln Elementary School at 565 Fairfield (1916); Roosevelt 

Elementary School (c. 1922; razed), which was located on the current site of Marjorie Davis 

Park; and an addition to Hawthorn Elementary School (1926). The Mary A. Todd School at 100 

Oak Avenue in Aurora (1934) and the Wheaton Grand Theater at 123 N. Hale Street in Wheaton 

(1925), both designed by Brydges, are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The 

Glen Ellyn Junior High School at 535 Duane Street in Glen Ellyn (1928; now the Glen Ellyn 

Civic Center) was an especially prominent design by Brydges, featuring a three-story Classical 

portico and a tower reminiscent of Independence Hall in Philadelphia. 48   

 

 
44  Ramsey Historic Consultants, “Architectural Resources in the York-Cottage Hill Survey Area, Elmhurst, 

Illinois,” 2016.  
45  Village of Winnetka building permits for 520 Ash and 530 Ash; Chicago Tribune (December 10, 1916); 

Chicago Tribune (July 1, 1919); https://www.ruskinarc.com/oakpark/oakpark/14621-

244%20S%20East%20Ave/view. 
46  “The Hidden History of Hidden Lake,” in: https://www.dupageforest.org/blog/hidden-lake-history;  

Paul Gapp, “Wright house not all her father built,” Chicago Tribune (March 2, 1976); The Western Architect 

(November 1918).  
47  “Plan $100,000 Church Edifice in River Forest,” Chicago Tribune (November 8, 1925); “St. Matthew’s 

Episcopal Church,” Chicago Tribune (June 13, 1926); “Maywood Gets Another Church; It is a Lutheran,” Chicago 

Tribune (August 28, 1927). 
48  “Elmhurst Schools,” in: https://exploreelmhurst.com/337/Elmhurst-Schools; “New Glen Ellyn Junior 

High,” Chicago Tribune (December 9, 1928).  
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Prominent Chicago hotels designed by Brydges included the Kellshore Hotel at 713-756 W. 

Irving Park Road (c. 1915), a photo of which was included in the April 1916 issue of The 

Western Architect and the June 1916 issue of The Architectural Review. This 66-unit, three-story, 

double courtyard building is located in the city’s Buena Park National Register Historic District. 

Brydges also designed the Garfield Arms Hotel at 3256-64 Park Avenue (1923; razed) a three-

story courtyard building on the city’s West Side, and the Ritz Hotel at 4711 Kenwood Avenue 

(1924; razed), a seven-story building in the Kenwood community area. Both the Garfield Arms 

and the Ritz Hotels were commissioned by Victor G. Williams, who served as both owner and 

contractor.49 

 

Later works in the 1940s included a Municipal Building on York Street in Bensenville (1945); 

the Bensenville Bible Church at 280 S. York Road in Bensenville (1946); a large gymnasium and 

classroom addition to Tioga School in Bensenville (1948); and a large addition to Central 

elementary school in Westmont (1949).50  E. Norman Brydges moved with his wife to a 

residence at 808 Greenwood Avenue in Glenview sometime after 1950 and he died in December 

1956.51 

 

Landmark Status of the Property 

 

The Blair House is not a locally designated landmark or in a locally designated historic district.  

It is not listed individually on the National Register of Historic Places or in a National Register 

Historic District. It is not listed in the Illinois Historic Structures Survey conducted in the early 

1970s.  

 

Evaluation of Historic Significance 

 

The historic (pre-1970) owners of this house were researched through a variety of sources, 

including the Newspapers.com and Ancestry.com databases, and the book titled, Who’s Who in 

Chicago and Vicinity for varying years. It was determined that this residence possesses historic 

significance at a local level due to its nearly 20-year association with Heyliger DeWindt (1858-

1941), a Winnetka resident for nearly 50 years and a prominent civic leader in the Village. He 

was a Village Trustee in 1899-1900 and, in 1904, helped to establish the Winnetka Park District. 

He was a member of the first Park Board, serving as its first president. For many years, he was 

treasurer of the July Fourth celebration committee and later was a member of the committee 

which secured subscriptions for the erection of the World War One Memorial.52 He was also a 

director of the Winnetka Public library from 1927 to 1930. DeWindt Road in the Daughaday 

Acres Subdivision is named after him.  

 

 
49  “West Side of Have Another Modern Hotel,” Chicago Tribune (April 22, 1923); “Another New Hotel,” 

National Hotel Reporter (June 26, 1924).  
50 “Notice of Bids,” The Daily Herald (August 24, 1945); “Marks New Church Building,” The Daily Herald 

(June 21, 1946); “School Board Meets to Study Architect’s Plans for School Addition,” Chicago Tribune (January 

30, 1948); “New Westmont School will be Dedicated,” Chicago Tribune (December 18, 1949).  
51  “Brydges-E. Norman,” Chicago Tribune (December 10, 1956).  
52  “Heyliger A. DeWindt,” Winnetka Talk (November 20, 1941). 
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The house was not determined to possess statewide or national historic significance. No 

information was found relating the house to an historic event.   

 

Evaluation of Architectural Significance 

 

The Blair House was designed E. (Ephraim) Norman Brydges (1883-1956), a versatile Chicago-

area architect in the early twentieth century who received many commissions for single-family 

houses, apartment buildings, schools, and churches. However, this house it is not a good 

representative example of Brydges’ work and it exists in a highly deteriorated condition. More 

distinctive, and intact, examples of his residential designs include the house at 520 Ash Street in 

Winnetka, the Arthur Cutten house in Downers Grove, and other houses in Elmhurst and Oak 

Park.  

 

The house is not a prototypical or a representative example of a style in Winnetka. Although it 

exhibits paired, multi-paned casement windows, which are indicative of the French Revival 

style, the house lacks a steeply pitched hip roof, which is a character-defining feature of that 

style. The existence of a modest Classical entry porch gives the house a somewhat eclectic 

appearance. Much better examples of the French Revival style exist in Winnetka, including the 

houses at 901 and 969 Hill Road. (See Attachment E.) The Blair House does not feature high 

quality craftsmanship, nor does it include any distinctive elements or decorative detailing. As a 

result, it was determined that the house lacks architectural significance at a local, statewide, or 

national level.  

 

Evaluation of Neighborhood Impact 

 

The Blair House is situated on Lot 10 in Block 2 of the Alles Subdivision, which is located near 

the southern periphery of Winnetka and the Indian Hill Club. The “Neighborhood Character 

Table” (Attachment B) features a total of 26 houses, including the Blair House. All are situated 

on Chestnut Street, except for three houses that have addresses on either Alles Road or Sunset 

Road and face those streets. These houses were included because they are sited close to Chestnut 

and are in the center of the evaluation area.  

 

All houses on Chestnut Street face the roadway, with the exceptions of the Blair House and the 

houses at 206 and 247 Chestnut, which face north. Most of the houses on Chestnut Street feature 

a uniform setback of about 60 feet. Of the 26 houses within the evaluation area, 16 were built 

prior to 1950: two in the 1910s, eleven in the 1920s, and three in the 1930s. Of the remaining 

houses, four were built in the 1950s, one in the 1960s, and one in the 1970s. Four of the houses 

were built post-2000, replacing earlier houses.  

 

Most of the houses are similar in terms of style, materials, and massing. Nearly all are two stories 

in height and sheathed in brick; some are sheathed in brick and wood siding. Most have side-

gable roofs; other roof shapes include hip, gambrel, and front-gable. The dominant architectural 

style is Colonial Revival, with 11 houses featuring this style. Other styles exhibited in the 

evaluation area include Spanish Revival (1), French Revival (2), Shingle Style (1), and Tudor 

Revival (3). Four of the houses, including the Blair House, can be considered “eclectic,” as they 
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are not representative of a single style and may feature modest elements of a couple of styles. 

The four houses built post-2000 represent contemporary interpretations of historical styles.   

 

The Blair House is minimally visible from the public right-of-way due to dense shrubbery and 

trees that extend across its western periphery. However, it is situated within a streetscape that 

exhibits great consistency in terms of setbacks, orientation, massing, and style. The removal of 

this house could have a negative impact if the new construction is not handled sensitively in 

terms of massing and scale and the setback is not replicated.  

 

Person Responsible for Performing the Study 

 

Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., has worked as an independent architectural historian since 1998, 

documenting hundreds of buildings through local and national landmark nominations, 

architectural survey work, and Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) projects.  All 

projects involve conducting site inspections and intensive research to develop physical 

descriptions of, and historical context essays for, historic buildings/sites. Clients include 

architectural firms, non-profit organizations, developers, and municipalities, including the City 

of Chicago.  Dr. Guarino has taught classes in The School of the Art Institute’s Art History 

Department and its Historic Preservation Program. She is the co-author of a book titled, 

Benjamin H. Marshall, Chicago Architect (Acanthus Press, 2016), and a contributor to the book 

titled, Art Deco Chicago (Yale University Press, 2018).  
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, July 2022  

 

 
View of house from Chestnut Street, looking southeast. 

 

 

 
View of front of the house, looking southeast. 
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, July 2022  

 

 
View looking east. 

 

 

 
View of paired, casement windows, looking northeast. 
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, July 2022  

 

 
View looking northeast. 

 

 

 
South side of the main block, view north. 
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, July 2022  

 

     
                        Second floor window.            View of rear portion of house.  

 

 
View of rear sunporch, looking east. 

 

 
South façade of sunporch. 
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, July 2022  

 

 
Front façade, looking east. 

 

 
Front façade showing main entrance, looking southwest. 
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, July 2022  

 

 
Detail of front façade’s second floor. 

 

 

 
Front façade, looking south. 
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, July 2022  

 

 
First floor windows on front façade, looking southwest. 

 

 

 
Front façade, looking southeast. 

Page 185 of 245



 

Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the Blair House, 205 Chestnut St., Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 

Submitted August 15, 2022     26 

Attachment A 

Exterior Views, July 2022  

 

 
Detail of wood paneled front door with Classical surround and porch. 

 

 

 
Front façade, looking southeast. 
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, July 2022  

 

 
First floor window on front façade. 

 

 
West façade of north wing. 
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, July 2022  

 

 
View of north wing, looking southeast. 

 

 
Windows on first floor of north wing, looking southeast. 
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, July 2022  

 

 
North wing, looking southwest, showing sleeping porch and attached garage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North wing, looking west, showing sleeping porch and attached garage. 

Page 189 of 245



 

Historic and Architectural Impact Study for the Blair House, 205 Chestnut St., Winnetka 

Prepared by Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 

Submitted August 15, 2022     30 

Attachment A 

Exterior Views, July 2022  

 

 
North wing, looking northwest, showing sleeping porch and attached garage. 

 

 
East façade of house (left) and north wing (right), looking west. 
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, July 2022  

 

 
East façade of house, looking west. 

 

 

 
Detached brick garage, looking south. 
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Attachment A 

Exterior Views, July 2022  

  

 
Detail of scrolled wood brackets beneath eaves of detached brick garage. 

 

 

 
Interior of detached brick garage.   
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Attachment B 

 

Neighborhood Character Table 

 

 

Address Architect Date Style No. of 

stories 

cladding 

126 Chestnut Unknown 1925 Spanish Revival 

 

2 brick 

133 Chestnut S.S. Beman 1934 Colonial Revival 2 

 

brick 

136 Chestnut John Archibald 

Armstrong 

1926 Colonial Revival 2 wood siding 

146 Chestnut Howard E. Irwin 1938 Colonial Revival 2 

 

brick 

147 Chestnut Unknown 1938 Colonial Revival 2.5 

 

brick 

155 Chestnut Russell Walcott 1925 French Revival 2 

 

wood siding 

and brick 

156 Chestnut Dean & Dean 1923 Colonial Revival 2 

 

brick 

175 Chestnut Unknown 1916 Shingle Style 2.5 

 

wood 

shingles 

180 Chestnut Clark & Walcott 1922 Tudor Revival 3 

 

stucco 

185 Chestnut Unknown 1916 Colonial Revival 2 

 

wood siding 

190 Chestnut Ralph D. Huszagh 1953 Colonial Revival 1.5 

 

wood siding 

193 Chestnut Unknown 2013 Neo-Italian 

Renaissance 

2 stone veneer 

200 Chestnut Unknown 2001 Neo-Craftsman 2 

 

brick 

205 Chestnut Norman Brydges 1921 Eclectic 2 

 

brick 

206 Chestnut John Neebe 1950 Eclectic 2   

 

brick  

220 Chestnut H. Wolff & Assoc. 2007 Neo-Colonial 2 

 

brick  

240 Chestnut Robert Seyfarth 1925 French Revival 2 

 

stucco  

247 Chestnut S.S. Beman 1927 Tudor Revival 2 

 

brick 

255 Chestnut Unknown 1952 Colonial Revival 2 

 

brick and 

wood siding 
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260 Chestnut Robert Brockett 1973 Eclectic 2 

 

wood siding 

263 Chestnut Ernst Benkert 2015 Neo-Colonial 

Revival 

2.5 

 

brick 

269 Chestnut James Schnur 1950 Eclectic 2 

 

wood siding 

and brick 

277 Chestnut S.S. Beman 1922 Tudor Revival 2 

 

brick and 

stucco 

815 Alles  Robert O. Brockett 1963 Colonial Revival 2 

 

brick 

808 Sunset F.A. Cooper, Builder 1921 Colonial Revival 2 

 

wood siding  

811 Sunset L.C. Stanhope Assoc. 1922 Colonial Revival 2 

 

wood siding 
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Attachment C  

Representative houses near 205 Chestnut Street 

 

             
                    136 Chestnut (1926)                  146 Chestnut (1938) 

 

 

             
                     156 Chestnut (1923)     815 Alles (1963) 

 

 

             
                      175 Chestnut (1916)           180 Chestnut (1922)  
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Attachment C  

Representative houses near 205 Chestnut Street 

 

              
                   185 Chestnut (1916)           190 Chestnut (1953) 

 

 

              
                    193 Chestnut (2013)         200 Chestnut (2001) 

  

 

               
                    206 Chestnut (1950)            220 Chestnut (2007) 
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Attachment C  

Representative houses near 205 Chestnut Street 

 

              
                     808 Sunset (1921)            811 Sunset (1922) 

 

 

              
                   240 Chestnut (1925)                     247 Chestnut (1927) 

 

 

              
                255 Chestnut (1952)         263 Chestnut (2015) 
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Attachment C  

Representative houses near 205 Chestnut Street 

 

 

 

                
                   260 Chestnut (1973)            269 Chestnut (1950) 
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Attachment D  

 

Representative Buildings designed by E. Norman Brydges 
 

 

 
520 Ash Street in Winnetka (1922) 

 

 
530 Ash Street in Winnetka (1922; razed) 
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Attachment D  

 

Representative Buildings designed by E. Norman Brydges 
 

 
Arthur Cutten House in Downers Grove (1912) 

 

 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church in Evanston (1924). Source: Chicago Tribune, June 13, 1926.   
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Attachment D  

 

Representative Buildings designed by E. Norman Brydges 

 

 
Kellshore Hotel (now apartments) at 713-756 W. Irving Park Road in Chicago. 

 

 
Glen Ellyn Junior High School (1928; now the Glen Ellyn Civic Center)  
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Attachment E  

Representative French Revival style houses in Winnetka 

 

 
901 Hill Road 

 

 
969 Hill Road 
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Photo accompanying the 1956 real estate listing for 205 Chestnut Street. 
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Footprint of 205 Chestnut Street, as shown on the Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Map for 

Winnetka (New York: Sanborn Fire Insurance Company, 1938, rev. 1950).  
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF WINNETKA

TO: WINNETKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

FROM: CHRISTOPHER MARX, AICP, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 

DATE: JUNE 16, 2022 

SUBJECT: CASE NO. 22-15: 205 CHESTNUT STREET 

INTRODUCTION 

On July 18, 2022, the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) will consider a request to demolish the 
residence at 205 Chestnut Street. Please return any available information regarding the architectural and 
historical significance of the structure to my attention by the end of the day on Monday, July 11, 2022. If 
you have any questions, please feel free to send an email to cmarx@winnetka.org or call me at (847) 716-
3587.      

PRELIMINARY PROPERTY HISTORY STUDY/VILLAGE HALL RECORDS 

Building Permits  

Date Type Owner Architect 

6-24-1921 Build a two-story brick residence 
with garage attached 

Milton J. Blair E. Norman Bridges

10-22-1922 Construct a one-story two-car 
garage 

John McGregor Edgar S. Irwin 
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PROPERTY RESEARCH 

COVERSHEET 

Address: 205 Chestnut 

Construction Details: 

Original construction date: 1921 

Construction type: Brick 

Style: French Revival  

OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 

OWNER 

NAME 

DATES 

OCCUPIED 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Milton J. 

and Cora 

Blair 

1921 – 1924 Building permit 

application, 1922 

directory, 1920 census, 

Chicago Tribune article 

Milton Blair was the VP of the J. 

Walter Thompson Company 

(advertising agency in Chicago) 

Heyliger A. 

de Windt 

1924 – 1943 Winnetka Talk article and 

obituary, History of De 

Windt Road from WHS 

digital records  

Heyliger de Windt was the president 

and treasurer of the Sidwell-de Windt 

Shoe Company. He served as 

Winnetka Village Trustee in 1899 and 

helped establish the Winnetka Park 

District, serving as its first board 

president. He was also the director of 

the Winnetka Public Library from 

1927 to 1930. De Windt Road in 

Winnetka is named after him.  

John 

McGregor 

1944 – 1957 Building permit 

application, 1944 

directory, 1956 directory 

W. Alvin

and Mary

Wineberg,

Ellin

Wineberg

1958 – 2022 1958 directory, WHS 

donor records (not 

attached), Chicago 

Tribune obituaries, Cook 

County Assessor records  

ARCHITECTS:  

ARCHITECT NAME DATE AND 

DESCRIPTION OF 

PROJECT 

INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 

E. (Ephram) Norman

Brydges

1921 – build a two-story 

brick residence  

Article from the Elmhurst 

Public Library, Chicago 

Tribune article   

ATTACHMENT E
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Edgar S. Irwin 1945 – construct a one-story 

two-car garage  

 

 

RESEARCH SOURCES USED: Winnetka Talk, Cook County Assessor records, Cook County 

Recorder records, historic directories, WHS property files, WHS digital files, Ancestry.com, 

Chicago Tribune 

 

Findings: 

   

Our research indicates that this property maintains architectural and historical significance for its 

association with architect Ephram Norman Brydges and prominent Winnetkan Heyliger A. de 

Windt. 

 

The original architect of 205 Chestnut, E. Norman Brydges, was a prolific architect in the 

Chicago area in the early to mid-20th century. Brydges designed a number of notable and historic 

buildings, including the Balhatchet House in Oak Park (contributing property in the National 

Register Ridgeland/Oak Park Historic District), the Wheaton Grand Theatre (listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places), Bethel Lutheran Church in Westmont, Cutten Estate in 

Downers Grove (featured in the 1918 issue of The Western Architect magazine), the Lincoln 

School in Elmhurst (the oldest school building in the city), the Kellshore Apartment Hotel in 

Chicago, and the William E. Hale House in Chicago.1 In Winnetka, Brydges also designed the 

house at 520 Ash. 

 

Heyliger A. de Windt was a prominent Winnetkan who was the co-founder, president, and 

treasurer of the Sidwell-de Windt Shoe Company in Chicago. He served as a Winnetka Village 

Trustee from 1899 and helped establish the Winnetka Park District in 1904. He served as the 

Park District’s first board president. He also served as the director of the Winnetka Public 

Library from 1927 to 1930. De Windt Road in Winnetka is named after him. Although de Windt 

was not the original owner of 205 Chestnut, he was a longtime owner and lived there until his 

death in 1941.  

 

205 Chestnut has also been home to several other notable Winnetkans, including the original 

owner Milton J. Blair, who was the VP of the J. Walter Thompson Company, an advertising 

agency in Chicago. 

 

 

Date of Research: 6/23/2022 

 

Submitted by:  

Meagan McChesney, PhD 

Curator, Winnetka Historical Society 

 

Mary Trieschmann, MS Ed 

Executive Director, Winnetka Historical Society  

                                                 
1 See the following for images and design drawings of the Cutten House: https://www.dupageforest.org/blog/hidden-

lake-history. 
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1922 directory  

 

 

1944 directory 

 

 

1956 directory  

 

 

1958 directory  
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1920 census 
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Winnetka Talk, November 20, 1941 
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Wheaton Grand Theater National Register listing  
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Imhurst 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Architect's 
style is like 
a 'melting pot9 

Elmhurst Public Library 
125 S. Prospect Ave. • Elmhurst, IL 60126-3298 

phone (630) 279-8696 • fax (630) 516-1364 

www.elmhurstpubliclibrary.org 

By Jacqueline Savaiano 
DURING THE early years of this century, 

Frank Lloyd Wright had an office in Stein-
way Hall, near Van Buren Street and Mich­
igan Avenue, Chicago. 

In the same building worked a fledgling 
architect named Ephram Norman Brydges, 
who eventually blazed his own trail to fame 
in the Chicago suburbs. 

From 1912 to 1950, Brydges, who died in 
1956, was showered with commissions for 
schools, hotels, churches, and private resi­
dences for Chicago Board of Trade business­
men. His buildings are a pleasant, unified 
blend of features from different architecture 
styles. 

SCROLLWORK ON arched doorways cap­
ture a Gothic flavor, while stucco and beam 
work, inside and out, is reminiscent of a 
Tudor style. The red-tiled roofs show a 
Spanish influence. French doors open into 
rooms, porches, and gardens with esthetic 
arrangements of native greenery and stones. 

The highlight of Brydge's homes is in the 
living room. "He loved to build a home 
around the fireplace," said Trudie Woodruff, 
the architect's youngest daughter and one of 
four children. 

"The living room is the most important 
room because it's where you live. Family 
and friends gather around the fireplace," she 
said, sipping some coffee in front of a 
fireplace that she "had to have" in the living 
room addition of her Glenview tract home. 

WOODRUFF REMINISCED about her 
childhood in the Elmhurst home that 
Brydges designed for both his family and 
office. "We would notch out how old we were 
on the fireplace as we grew older," she said 
of the 18-foot-tall stone fireplace surrounded 
by an 8-foot tile hearth. 

Towering above the fireplace was a cathe­
dral ceiling with beams decorated with hand-
stenciled designs painted on linen by 
Brydges and his three daughters. A coat of 
arms motif embellishes an antique gilt iron 
chandelier, built-in leaded glass bookcase, 
and leaded glass doors, all imported from 
Europe. 

"We would have ice cream socials on the 
porch in the summer," Woodruff said. From 
there, they could enjoy a view of the rock 
garden and shrubbery adorning the exterior 
of the house still standing at 257 W. St. 
Charles Rd. 

J> E. Norman Brydges 
After a short tenure with the Nimmons and 

Fellows architecture firm, Brydges opened 
his own business. He is noted as an architect 
for schools and churches, including the 
following: Episcopal Church of Our Savior, 
Elmhurst; Grace Episcopal Church, Oak 
Park; St. Matthews Episcopal Church, 
Evanston; Glen Ellyn Junior High School 
[now the civic center]; Glenbard West High 

jrther 

2010 

From page 10 
School, Glen Ellyn; addition and remodelling 
of Longfellow Elementary School, Wheaton; 
and Lincoln, Hawthorn, Roosevelt, and Eu­
gene Field elementary schools, all in Elm­
hurst. 

HE ALSO designed the Oak Park Arms 
Hotel, and the Hotel Ritz, the Garfield Arms 
Hotel, and St. George Hotel, all in Chicago. 

Overseeing all aspects of construction, 
Brydges was a "perfectionist, a stickler for 
detail," Woodruff said. "He designed with 
grace and beauty what the person wanted. 
He once had a wall torn out in a school 
because it wasn't to his specifications." 

"He designed with 
grace and beauty what 
the person wanted." 

— Trudie Woodruff 

In addition to public buildings, Brydges 
worked on homes for businessmen with the 
Chicago Board of Trade. He remodeled the 
Elmhurst residence of Winfield S. Day, and 
was believed to have designed the Villa Park 
summer home of James K. Riordon. 

THE PLUM of his projects was the Arthur 
W. Cutten country estate, a 15-room house, an 
adjoining one-bedroom servant coach house 
with three-car garage below, and a gate 
house, all overlooking 800 acres from atop a 
hill at the time it was built around 1912. 

Located just west of Finley and Butterfield 
roads, Downers Grove, the estate is a "sensi­
tive blending" of Mediterranean Revival, 
Prairie, and California bungalow styles of 
architecture, said John Thorpe, senior archi­
tect with Robert A. Bell Architects, Ltd., Oak 
Park. 

This design analysis was made on the 
currently neglected Cutten home last sum­
mer in a building condition report for the Du 
Page County Forest Preserve District, who 
purchased the estate and is considering it for 
their new headquarters. 

ACCORDING TO the report, qualities that 
are similar to Wright's Prairie homes in­
clude the cross-shaped plan created by wings 
extending to the terraces; wide overhangs; 
window and door groupings; horizontal ac­
cents that appear to be window sill exten­
sions, created by brick trim; and trellis 
work. 

In vogue around this time was the Mediter­
ranean Revival style, from which were 
adopted ideas for the terraces, porches, the 
tile roof, and arched window openings. 

Made of granite from the area, heavy stone 
piers and a large chimney reflect the Califor­
nia bungalow style. 

If it were built today, plaster walls and all, 
the 20,000-square-foot space, including house 
and garage, would cost an estimated 
$900,000. It's easy to see why. The interior is 
detailed with the finest that money could buy. 
Many items are European imports. 

Quarter sliced oak dominate the walls in 
the den and foyer, and also is used for the 
living room ceiling beams and dining room 
trim, which is offset with brocade panels. 

LIGHT FIXTURES are adorned with 
Wedgewood cameos of a nymph frolicking 
with Pegasus. Sunlight and the beauty of the 
south garden with pergola and urns can 
easily be seen from the French doors. One 
leaded glass pane per door is detailed with a 
coat of arms or flowers. 

There are eight French doors in the living 
room, two of which flank the focus of this 
home: the fireplace. Scrollwork is etched into 
this massive, polished cement fireplace. 

"Dad would say 'A home is an investment 
in your happiness,' " Woodruff said. 

IF THERE'S any truth to the saying 
"Money buys happiness," then the Cutten 
estate could yield many joyful hours. — ^ 

Page 231 of 245

http://www.elmhurstpubliclibrary.org


The Arthur W. Cutten es­
tate in Downers Grove is 
the plum of Ephram Nor­
man Brydges' works in 
the far western suburbs. 
It's a blend of Mediterra­
nean Revival, Prairie, 
and California bungalow 
styles of architecture, as 
shown through the ter­
races, cross-shaped 
floor plan, and heavy 
s t o n e p i e r s and 
chimney. Inside, quarter 
sliced oak beams and 
French doors show the 
architect's attention to 
detail in the living room, 
pictured here as it look­
ed decades ago. Page 232 of 245
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DeWindt Road by Duff Peterson 

In 1925, Colton and Laurence Daughaday acquired an often-swampy L-shaped tract of land 

between Hill Road and Sunset Road.  They planned a subdivision of 15 lots to be known as 

Daughaday Acres, obtaining approval from the village trustees on November 24, 1926.  Nine of 

the lots had been sold by 1928 and the first houses were built in 1929.  The Great Depression 

brought a six-year halt to development in the subdivision, but a total of 13 houses were built 

between 1935 and 1941.  Today DeWindt Road has 28 houses, almost double the 15 houses called 

for in the 1926 subdivision plan. 

 

Heyliger Adams de Windt (1858-1941) was a lifelong friend of Colton Daughaday, who arrived 

in Winnetka in 1893 and lived with his family at 595 Sheridan Road.  He served as a village Trustee 

in 1899-1900 and was involved in establishing the Winnetka Park District in 1904.  His other 

accomplishments include playing on the first football team to engage in intercollegiate competition 

at Harvard, from which he graduated in 1881, and acting as an incorporator and the first secretary 

of the University Club of Chicago in 1887. 

 

As originally conceived in the 1926 subdivision plan, DeWindt Road was to be a T-shaped private 

cul-de-sac running west from Locust Road, which was to be extended north from Hill Road to 

Sunset Road. There was to be no direct access to DeWindt Road from Hill Road.  Extension of 

DeWindt to Hill was carried out in 1929 when residents of DeWindt were denied access to Locust 

following a dispute between Colton Daughaday and a resident of Locust. (Thorn Tree Road today 

follows the course of Locust Road as platted, but unlike in the 1926 subdivision plan, it does not 

connect with either DeWindt or Sunset Road at its north end.)1               

 

                                                      
1Malachi Flanagan, M.D., DeWindt Road: A Brief History.  Second edition, privately published, 

1994.  A full-page advertisement containing a hand-drawn map of the subdivision showing 

houses built and lots sold was published by Colton Daughaday in the Winnetka Talk, June 15, 

1929, p. 59.  It shows connections to both Hill Road to the south and Thorn Tree Lane to the 

east.    
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WINEBERG, W. ALVIN  
Publication info: Chicago Tribune ; Chicago, Ill. [Chicago, Ill]. 10 Sep 2003: 11.
 

ProQuest document link
 

  
ABSTRACT (ABSTRACT)  
[W. ALVIN] "Red" Wineberg, age 93, husband of Mary Carroll, nee Rochefort; father of William A. 

   
 
FULL TEXT 
W. Alvin "Red" Wineberg, age 93, husband of Mary Carroll, nee Rochefort; father of William A. (Nora), Mary Carroll

Scott, Elisabeth Rhoades Wineberg and Ellin Wineberg; grandfather of seven; great-grandfather of six; brother of

Patricia Dwight and Martha Barry. Memorial Mass Friday 10:30 a.m. at SS. Faith, Hope &Charity Church, 191

Linden St., Winnetka, IL 60093. Memorials may be made to Catholic Charities, c/o SS Faith, Hope &Charity Church.

Funeral info, Donnellan Family Funeral Services, 847-675-1990 . 
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Death Notice: MARY C. WINEBERG  
Anonymous . Chicago Tribune ; Chicago, Ill. [Chicago, Ill]. 15 Feb 2008: 13. 
 

ProQuest document link
 

  
 
FULL TEXT 
Mary C. Wineberg, age 95, of Winnetka, treasured wife of the late W. Alvin Wineberg; loving mother of William A.

(Nora) Wineberg of California, Mary Carroll Scott of New York, Elisabeth Wineberg of Massachusetts and Ellin

WIneberg of Winnetka, IL; grandmother of seven; and great-grandmother of six. 

  

Memorial Mass Saturday, 11 a.m. at the Elliott Chapel of the Presbyterian Home, 3131 Simpson St. (Golf Rd.),

Evanston. 

  

Interment private. 

  

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Geneva Foundation of Presbyterian Home, 3200 Grant St.,

Evanston, IL 60201-9988. 

  

Info 847-675-1990 or www.donnellanfuneral.com 

  

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries 

  

*** 

  

This is a paid death notice. 
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From:
To: Planning
Cc:
Subject: 205 Chestnut St
Date: Monday, September 12, 2022 7:33:56 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Sir or Madam,

We received notice that there will be a hearing on Monday (9/19/22) re Case No. 22-15-LPC,
which is about the historic standing of 205 Chestnut. We will be unable to attend the meeting,
but would like to enter into the record our comments/testimony. 

While we are not so concerned with the house itself, we strongly advocate for the historic and
environmental value of the numerous mature trees on the property. There are several oaks in
the front yard and another large tree (an elm?) in the back yard. These trees are invaluable to
Winnetka's history and environment and must be saved during any new construction. Too
many native trees are being sacrificed to development. See the recent Chicago Tribune article
on this subject. (https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/breaking/ct-native-trees-under-threat-
0825-20220826-h72c6jz23jgvde2wr7e7o5ghay-story.html).  Therefore, we advocate for an
inventory and assessment by the village forester of the trees at 205 Chestnut Street. At all
costs, the trees should be saved.

Thank you for your consideration.

Eliza and Tim Earle
175 Chestnut Street
Winnetka
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